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GENERAL  INTRODUCTION* 

One  of  tho  ninst  roinarkiihlc  phonomona  of  tlio  litorary 
histon-  of  th(>  rcniurv  jii>t  closing  is  the  stciuly  growth  of 
Biiizae'.s  fame,  not  nuTcly  in  Franco,  hut  thronghnut  the 
world.  Some  critics  arc  still  chary  of  their  prais.'s.  and  the 
advocates  of  other  novelists  still  (luestioii  hi>  absolute  su- 
premacy in  the  reahns  of  pro>e  lictiun;  hut,  on  the  other 
hand,  his  partisans  are  hecdming  almost  audacious  in  their 
claims  with  regard  to  his  greatness;  one  hy  one  conservative 
critics  are  ranging  themselves  on  his  side,  and  the  public  is 
reading  his  work,  in  whole  or  in  part,  with  almost  as  nuicli 
avidity  as  if  he  had  written  the  novel  of  the  hour.  As  a 
matter  of  course,  an  immense  literature  has  grown  up  around 
his  name,  and  this  is  likely  to  he  increased  to  an  indefinite 
extent,  since  the  more  his  life  and  works  are  studied  the  more 
numerous  and  intricate  seem  to  be  the  resuhing  proi)lems. 
Jn  view  of  this  fact,  one  is  always  tempted,  when  writing 
about  Balzac,  to  endeavor  to  discover  and  present  the  central 

truth  concerning  his  marvelous  and  mysterious  geniu.< or, 

m  other  words,  to  incur  the  almost  certain  fate  of  adding 
another  to  the  long  list  of  partial  failures  to  analyze  and  ap- 
I>reciate  properly  his  mighty  achievements.  The  longer  this 
list  of  failures  becomes,  the  greater  will  this  temptation  be; 
but  in  the  present  introduction  there  are  pereni[)tory  reasons 
for  more  or  less  avoiding  it.  headers  uf  these  volumes  are 
likely  to  prefer  some  account  of  the  life  of  an  author  who  has 
interested  them  and  made  a  stir  in  the  world  to  any  critical 
lucubration  upon  his  genius,  no  matter  how  subtle.  Such 
readers  are  also  likely   to  desire  criticism  tliat   points  out 
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X  OENKIIAL  INTRoprcTIOX 

T)o.-itivo  excollcnoc?  ratlur  tliaii  (■ritiii>iii  that  qualifio?  in 
iu'"-ativ('  or  explains  in  a  runiparatively  philDr-ophica!  luaiHK 
Whilt'.  tluTfforc.  Jl  may  not  he  amiss  to  dcvoic  a  few  pa: 
jirapli-  to  a  eritiea!  analysis  of  his  ;.^'nius,  and  to  an  ondeav 
to  dftcrmiiic  his  approximate  I'lace  amonj,'  the  world's  gn 
urit.rs.  it  seems  In-t  to  ^ri\e  more  spaee  to  his  interesti 
and  pathetie  eareer,  as  well  as  to  a  sympathetic  approciati 
of  iii,^  most  salient  (pialities.  The  ppoeial  introduetions 
the  individual  imvels  and  .-lories  will  naturally  supplemc 
wiiatever  is  -aid  upon  tlii'  latter  topic. 

Ilonore  de  IJalxae  wa>  liorn  at  Tours  on  May  16,  ITO! 
As  this  is  St.  I[oiioreV  day,  we  perceive  at  oiiee  how  ho  j 
his  Christian  name:  what  right  he  had  to  the  aristocra 
j)articlc  is  not  so  <  lear.  Still  liis  family  was  a  good  one  a 
well-to-do.  His  fattier,  a  native  of  Languedoc,  seems  to  h. 
been  an  original  eharaeter.  but  was  too  old  to  have  had  niu 
inlhienee  u])on  his  .<on.  'i"!ie  more  youthful  mother,  w 
Burvived  luT  famous  olT.-[)ring,  was  a  Parisian  endowed  rati 
with  ([ualiliealions  for  liusiness  than  with  literary  tast 
Critics  are  au'reed  that  Halzae  was  a  ty[)ical  Touranian, 
hearty  iover  of  the  gund  things  of  this  life — which  goes 
show  that  iiis  early  iiivinuiment  counted  for  almost  m 
with  him  than  the  diverse  strains  of  blood  that  coun 
through  hi-  full  veins.  \i{  perhaps  his  mirage-producing  i 
agination  was  an  iidieritance  from  Southern  ancestors,  wl 
his  aml)itioii  and  energy,  tumultuous  both,  came  to  him  fr 
his  connection  witli  the  ^'orth.  However  these  things  may 
it  is  at  lea^l  clear  that  Iw  was  thoroughly  and  typically  Frcn 
as  well  as  thoroughly  and  typically  human.  In  the  fon 
faet  Me'  may  iiiid  one  reason  for  his  preeminence  anu 
the  writer-  nf  his  native  land;  in  the  latter,  an  import 
reason  fur  the  hold  his  works  have  taken  upon  foreign  peop 

•  Tins  i.s  tlic  date  most  Ircuvicutly  givcu,  but  Lovenjoul  aud  other  authorities 
May  '.'O. 
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GKNKi.AL  INTRODUCTION  ^ 

liut  why  lie  should  have  devoted  his  immense  powers  to 
literature,  and  should  have  labored  as  few  men  have  done  to 
overcome  congenital  dis(iualifieati()ns  for  his  chosen  life-work, 
IS  still  one  of  the  mysteries  of  criticism.  There  is  a  point 
111  the  analysis  of  all  genius  at  which  the  most  subtle  and 
painstaking  inquirer  stands  ballled  ,  this  point  is  reached  in 
lialzac's  case  almost  sooner  than  it  is  in  Shakespeare's. 

Of  his  childhood  we  know  practically  nothing  beyond 
what  is  contained  in  his  sister's  (Mme.  Surville)  rather 
unprecise  biographical  narrative,  and  in  his  own  pathetic 
and  over- idealized  autol)iograj)hical  novelette,  "Louis  Lam- 
bert." He  was  the  eldest  of  four  children,  two  boys  and  two 
girls.  One  sister  died  shortly  after  her  marriage ;  the  brother 
was  more  or  less  a  black  sheep:  (or  family  affection  Balzac 
fell  back,  therefore,  on  his  sister  Laure,  whose  married  name 
has  been  given  above.  His  relations  with  his  mother  were  not 
abnormal,  yet  were  harilly  all  he  could  have  desired— a  fact 
partly  to  be  explained  by  his  having  been  brought  up  for  the 
first  four  years  of  his  life  by  a  fo.<ter  mother  who  lived  just 
outside  of  Tours.  Is  it  fanciful  to  suppose  that  subtle  ties, 
never  to  be  broken,  were  thus  formed  with  the  "plain  people" 
and  with  the  lovely  country  of  Touraine? 

At  the  age  of  seven  he  was  sent  to  school  at  Vendome. 
His  clerical  preceptors  kept  him  until  his  years  were  doubled, 
but  not  his  size  and  health,  since  they  sem  him  home  in  a 
state  of  complete  nervous  exhaustion.  This  was  not  the 
result  of  over  study  of  the  usual  type,  for  ho  was  not  a  model 
pupil ;  it  was  probably  due  to  certain  well-known  defects  of 
French  education  on  the  j)hysical  side,  to  lack  of  proper 
human  companionship  and  sympathy,  and  to  the  b(n-'s  own 
precocity  of  mind  and  heart.  Wo  are  told  that  he  read  enor- 
mously in  the  sorts  of  books  that  pleased  him,  and  we  may 
infer  that  his  tastes  were  peculiar  from  the  fact  that,  instead 
of  doing  appointed  themes,  he  wrote  a  "Treatise  on  the  Will," 
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wliich  a  ])ractical  and  irritaicil  ina^tiT  l)urnod  without  road 
iiig,  anil  the  In.-s  ..t'  ulii.li  Ual/.a<'  al'lcTuanls  deplored.* 

On  bis  ntuni  to  'i'nur-  lii^  alarmeil  family  set  him  t 
playin.i,'  Kain.-s  and  lakin.LT  Imii.i,'  walks.  He  was  not  eured  f 
his"^  habits  of  ivvcrv,  hut.  -riMlually,  he  seems  to  1.  ve  ol 
pervi-d  more  and  dreiumd  l'>-^.  TIh;  si)irit  of  miture  appe-de 
to  him,  ami  he  studied  liumaiiitv  in  its  various  prov.  _ii 
types,  thus  layini:  up  a  stock  of  informatiim  upon  which  1 
was  oil.'  day  to  draw  larL'L-ly.  \ir  studied  under  tutors  als 
and  went  to  sehool  apiin,  and  he  began  to  prophesy,  natural! 
In  deaf  ears,  tiiat  he  would  make  a  name  for  himself.  I 
isl  1  these  liuddiiit:  amlMtions  were  doubtless  (piiekened  I 
the  faet  that  the  family  removed  to  Paris,  wiiere  the  fathi 
\va>  "iveu  eharixe  of  the  commissariat  of  another  division  ( 
the  army. 

In  Paris  re-ular  studies  fared  little  better  than  at  Ve 
dome  and  Tours,  but  his  restored  health  was  retained  ai 
he  aeipiired  a  fondness  for  bis  native  tongue.  His  entbus 
asm  was  kind'ed  when  he  passed  to  the  Sorbonne  and  listen 
to  the  elo(|uenee  of  tiuizot.  Villeinain,  and  Cousin.  Pub 
libraries  and  the  book-stalls  on  the  quays  fostered  this  e 
thusiasm  and  supplemented  bis  former  training  as  an  o 
server,  lie  could  use  his  powers  of  oI)servation  tbrougbo 
his  life,  but  it  is  quite  evident  tliat  after  he  began  to  vrri 
in  earne,-t  he  eou'.d  have  ha<l  little  time  save  for  special  rca 
JUL'.  Yet  th(,>  '•Human  Comedy"  is  full  of  evidence,  not  alwa 
apropos,  that  Pal/ae  wa~  at  some  time  or  other  a  long  i 
journer  in  the  worlil  of  books.  We  are  led,  therefore,  to  inl 
that  his  enrlv  years  in  Paris  were  most  important  to  t 
inipri  ssi'inable  yftutb. 

Bal/ae's  parents  were  practical  people,  however,  and  n 
thought  it  high  time  that  he  should  turn  from  literature  a 
}ihilo-(,pbv  to  law.     He  did  so,  not  without  a  murmur,  and 

•  Set  "  Louis  Lambert." 
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was  perhaps  just  as  well   that   he   did   not   have  his  way 
smoothed  for  him  by  a  clear-sighted  father,  as  :Milton  had  had 
before  him,  and  as  Browning  was  to  have  after  him.     lie 
studied  in  two  law  ofliees,  and  passed  the  regular  examina- 
tions, besides  finding  time  also  for  domestic  whist  and  for 
f)r(asional  balls.  A  fall  in  a  dance  weaned  him  from  such  fes- 
tivities and  proved  liis  self-consciousness  to  be  intense;  but 
his  sisters  account  goes  to  show  that  at  twenty-one  he  was, 
on  the  whole,  as  promising  a  young  man  as  any  profession 
can  hope  to  attract.     The  elder  Balzac  now  believed  that  the 
legal  studies  should  be  jiut  to  profitable  use.  and,  little  fore- 
seeing that  they  would  in  time  furnish  much  of  the  material 
needed  in  the  construction  of  "Cesar  Birotteau"  and  other 
stories,  he  insisted  that  Ilonore  should  enter  the  otiice  of  a 
notary  who  had  years  before  been  jilaeed  under  obligations. 
The  son.  full  of  ambitious  dreams  of  a  very  dilferent  sort 
of  suc(>ess,  protested  with  such  elfect  that  it  was  resolved 
to  give  his  jmtative  literary  talents  a  two  years'  probation. 
In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  father  had  just  been 
retired  on  decreased  pay,  and  that  he  had  lost   money,  ap- 
parently in  .speculation,  this  compromise  on  the  part  of  the 
head  of  the  hou.^e  seems  distinctly  magnanimous.     :Magna- 
nimity  and  true  motherliness  api)ear,  however,  to  have  been 
ab.«ent  from  Mme.   Balzac's  arrangements  for  her  son's  so- 
journ in  Paris,  while  the  family  ensconced  itself  at  Ville- 
parisis,  some  eighteen  miles  away.     She  rent(>d  an  attic  for 
him,  furnished  it  most  plainly,  and  accordi'd  him  a  scanty 
allowance,  evidently  with  the  hope  of  speedily  liringing  him 
to  terms.     She  did,  nevertheless,  commend   In  in  to  the  care 
of  an   old   woman    servant— a   proof   that   some   tenderness 
lurked  beneath  her  worhlly  wisdom. 

Other  young  men  have  begun  their  careers  in  a  garret, 
but  privations  endured  through  necessity  are  one  thing; 
privations  endured  as  a  result  cf  failure  to  win  the  thorough 
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coniulonco  of  onoV  f.niilv  .r,.  <,uit..  another.    Balzac  might 
easily  havo  hcoii  injunnl  mnvnlly  \,y  the  friMtmcnt  ho  recvivod 
and,  if  h,.  was  uot,  in  a  .rvum.  .cnsc,  it  is  at  least  likoly  that 
the.,,  oarly  exporien.rs   „f   .l>..un,fort   may   havo   developed 
hotli  h,>  i,u.r.i,nat(.  .Ir.i.v  for  w.allh  and  his  prnneness  to 
on^ap-   m    rash   sp.  adations.   ns  well   as  his   so,„.what   un- 
•l-^nnhrd  hankerin.ir  for  luxury  aiuj  personal  .lispjav      Still 
iH'  h-ul  m  Ins  favor  hotter  heahh  than  Kohert  Louil  Steven- 
son was  to  have  ,n  a  somewhat  siniilar  e.\-i.eriment,  and  he 
^nnl.l   ,|..v„„r  the   hooks   in   the   nei-hlmring   lihrarv  of   the 
A.>enal,  and  lahor  faithfully  at  grinding  out  versed  for  the 
tragedy.  -(  ron,well."  which  was  to  suhdue  the  hearts  of  his 
n'lativ.s  „rst  and  those  of  eountless  spectators  afterwards. 

But,   fortunately  <.r  unfortunately,  he  was  not  a  poet  or 
a  dran.afst.     Th.  raw  n.aterials  of  poetry  he.  had  in  abun- 
<larj,e.  as  many  a  story  will  prove,  hut  he  could  nut  fuse  them 
and  he  was  .leni.d  the  gift  of  style  in  its  highest  reaches! 
A..r  eou  d  he  do  well  what  comes  almost  naturally  to  scores 
of  Irenehnien  in  every  generation-construct  a  drama.     His 
correspondence,   ahnost    to   ds   dose,   is   filled   with   pathetic 
refe.^enees  to  the  speedy  payment  of  his  debts  fnm.  the  receipts 
o  he  derned  Imn,   plays  on  which  he  is  working;  but  al- 
fj.h  he     dt  beh.nd  iive  con.plete  dratnas  for  publicatton, 
onb  <nu,    ■  Ien.det.  '  was  fa.rly  successful-an.l  that,  iron^ 
ally  enough,  after  his  premature  death.     We  n.ay  share  in 
I's  'hsapponuments,  hut   we  must  also  believe  that  Provi- 
<en<.e   was  reserving  hini   for   higher  things.     Xo  series  of 

e^l    n     <n,n.well     as  n>  the  fasnnating  letters  the  literary 

ualk,,nghl  ere  Lad.aise  and  the  musings  by  the  tombs 
ot  the  .Hastnou-  dead.  We  ,nay  interest  ourselves  also  in 
^P-ulat.ng  whether  dunng  these  early  years  of  the  Kestora- 
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tion  Balzac  did  not  imbibe  that  prc(li!o,ti..n  for  inonarcliy 
that  IS  oxprossod  so  frooly  in  his  novls.  an.]  in  bHievin-  tlmt 
m  his  observations  <.f  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men  li..  was 
making  himself  a  far  more  profound  "Attic  riiilosopher" 
than  Souvestre's  hero  was  to  be. 

The  most  seriou>  i,roblem  that  confronted  him  at  this 
period  was  thus  propounded  in  a  letter  to  l.aure  (  November 

'^Whether  1  have  or  have  not  genius,  in  cither  case  1  urn 
laying  uj)  for  myself  a  multitude  of  woes. 

"Without  genius,  it  is  all  u,,  with  me!  I  must  j.ass  my 
days  feeling  desires  not  satisfied,  miserable  jeaL.usics,  sad 
pains. 

"If  I  have  genius,  J  shall  be  persecuted,  calumniated  .  .  ." 
Doubtless,  being  a  youth,  he  passed  a  large.-  number  of 
optimistic  than  of  pessimistic  hours,  but  it  is  at  least  evi- 
dent that  his  genius  suffered  far  more  from  "growin-'  pains" 
than  IS  usually  the  case.  It  was  with  filings  of  real  "trepida- 
tion, therefore,  that  he  set  out  for  \-iileparisis  at  the  end  of 
April,  1820,  in  order  to  read  the  ompieted  "Cromwell"  to 
the  assembled  family  and  friends. 

Alas!  the  tragedy  was  incontinentlv  damned,  and  a  certain 
professor,  chosen  as  arbiter,  sustain.Ml  th(>  harsh  but  appar- 
ently correct  verdict.     Dryden,  according  to  the  well-known 
story,  said  to  his  relative:     "Cousin  Swift,  vou  will  n.'ver  be 
a  poet";  the  Khadamanthus  in  Balzac"s  case  is  reported  to 
have   decreed,   like   the   midwife   in    the   case   of   Shadwell 
that    his  youthful   culprit    ought   to   attemi)t    anvthin-   ex- 
cept   literature.     But    Balzac,    like    Swift,    was    not    t"o    be 
beaten.     The  latter  gave  up  his  Pindaric  odes  and  became, 
.n  all  probability,  the  greatest  satirist  that  ever  lived-  the 
former  declared  that  tragedies  w(-re  evidentlv  not  in  his'line 
and  l)ecame,  with  equal  probability,  the  greatest  novelist. 
The  severe  verdict  or  her  son's  pinched  face,  or  both,  now 
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roftciird  Mine.  I  !:i  l/;ii",-  In  all,  .iiiil  A\r  ki'|)t  lloiiort'  iit  homo 
for  MPiiir  time.  j,Mviii,ir  liiiii  cvi'iy  cunil'nrt.  l>ut  the  young 
man  ua.-  n-i  Ich.--.  (-[k  cialU  a-  I.aurc  had  inarricil  and  was 
li\inu'  in  a  hunic  nf  In  i'  nun.  Ih'  Inn^'cd  fur  his  attic,  liis 
l)(M)ks.  and  his  I'm  lioni  (m-  unlini,' — |ifi'liaps,  al.-o.  for  the 
charms  i.f  ihc  (■it\  he  ha-  niadi'  in'ccmincnt  in  liction.  Ho 
ap|ilicil  til  Ins  I'atla!'  I'"r  a  |icii-i(in  (if  unly  liftccn  hundred 
franc-  and  was  n-fu^cd.  Th.'n  In-  plunucil  into  literature  in 
a  uay  h.'  aflrruard-  nuriil -d,  hut  with  tiie  result  that  he 
made  small  amounts  of  money,  secured  hoiiu>  visits  to  I'aris, 
and  finally  foriiie(|  eunnections  that,  in  1S".'.'>,  led  him  to  leave 
the  faniilv  home  fnr  LTood  and  to  enter  upon  his  long,  weari- 
some, pathetic,  hut  gloriously  successful  struggle  for  literary 
independence  and   n  nowri. 

Balzac's  jilmiLre  was  made  into  the  turhid  waters  of  sensa- 
tional romanticism,  lie  could  scarcidy  have  done  anything 
else.  The  spirit  of  romanticism,  l)orn  jiartly  of  the  Revolu- 
tion and  its  fervors,  partly  of  the  cosmopolitanism  hrought 
in  l>y  the  Napol.'diiic  regime  and  especially  of  the  consequent 
study  of  fiireign  literatures,  ])artly  of  tlii'  sentimcntalism  of 
K'ousseau  and  Chatcauhriand,  and  i)articularly  of  the  vogue 
of  Walter  Scott  and  Ilyron.  was  swi'cping  over  France  with 
a  force  which  a  decrepit  classicalisni  could  not  withstand. 
Men  were  writing,  or  ahnut  to  write,  historical  romances, 
romantic  poetry,  and  romantic  dramas  and  stories.  Balzac 
was  not  a  ])net.  He  hail  jiist  learned  that  dramas,  or  at  least 
tragedies,  were  not  in  liis  line.  Prose  romances  were,  there- 
fore, ahout  the  only  thinL's  lie  could  try  his  hand  on.  Per- 
haps if  his  genius  had  hcen  more  matured,  he  would  have 
written  guud  historical  ilclion  like  "The  Chouans,"  more  or 
less  after  the  manner  of  Scoti,  in  IS-.';]  instead  of  in  1827. 
As  it  was.  he  had  a  longer  ajiprent iceship  to  undergo  than 
most  writers,  and  he  may  have  gone  through  a  period  of 
aberration  somewhat  similar  to  that  experienced  by  Shelley 
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vlu'ii  ho  wrote  "'/y.iAvn/:/.\."  (»r  il-c  he  ina\  have  foimd 
that  x'lisatiniial  romances  were  the  (■a.-ie,>t  things  he  oouhl 
write  in  eulhihoration — we  know  that  one  or  more  of  his 
friends  aided  him — ami  tlie  literary  eommodily  most  reii<lily 
M)hl  to  |)nl)li,~heis  by  an  unknown  author.  Whatever  the 
cause,  it  is  at  lea>t  certain  that  heiwecri  is-.'-.'  and  IS".'")  Balzae 
gave  tlie  worhl  eiuht  seti-ational  romances,  nearly  all 
of  them  ill  four  small  volumes,  and  most  of  them  under 
the  nam  dc  iiliniii-  of  Horace  de  Saint-. \uhiii.  Probably  he 
published  more  (d'  these  storic.-.  than  can  now  be  traced;  on 
the  other  hand,  two  cd'  the  ten  thai  I'nrm  what  are  known  as 
ids  (Kiirrrs  di-  Jiuii(ss(  arc  bdicvcd  not  {,,  in  lii>.  It  is 
more  im[)ortant  to  note  tiiat  he  would  not  put  his  name  to  a 
single  one  beoause  he  did  nol  wi-h  cither  to  disgrace  his  fam- 
ily or  to  emltarrass  his  own  future  siicces,- — an  illu.-tratioa 
of  the  prescience  of  genius.  Later,  he  would  not  have  these 
romances  included  in  his  works,  wishing  that  they  nught  be 
forgotten. 

His  wish  has  been  in  part  fulfilled.  Few  even  of  his  pro- 
fessed admirers  read  the  youthful  works,  ami  there  is  little 
reason  that  they  should,  unless  they  wi>ii  to  havi-  a  surfeit 
of  sentimentality  and  sensationaii'<m.  Yet  it  mav  be  ques- 
ticmed  whether  the  critics  have  not  too  umlnrmlv  jia-.-ed  them 
over.  It  seems  to  be  assumed  that  a  sort  of  cataclysm  sep- 
arated the  Halzac  of  ''The  (  houaiis""  from  the  Balzac  of,  say. 
"Le  Vicaire  des  Ardennes."  Perhaps,  some  day,  we  shall 
see  more  clearly  that  his  genius  was  evolving  slowlv,  but  not 
abnormally,  throughout  this  whole  period  of  preparation. 
He  himself  admitted  that  his  prentice  work  taught  imn  to 
describe  scenery  and  character.  It  certainly  familiarized  him 
with  writing  pro.se,  although  it  did  not  enable  him  to  com- 
mand an  altogether  adequate  style.  It  probably  served  him 
also  as  a  means  of  working  off  the  crude  turliuience  of  his 
imagination,  and  it  furni-iied  him  with  ideas  and  characters 
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111'  uhii  h  lie  ;l^t{•^\^;lrll^  riiailc  luttcr  ii>c.  Fiirthoniiori',  just 
a.-  lie  in\i  r  ( ciMd  lo  be  ,i  ii  iinani  iii.-I,  !-(i  it  i>  plain  from  sumo 
of  lii>  rariy  paj^fs  iha!  lie  ua.-  a  rcalL-l  from  tlif  lifj,n lining'. 
\\c  inav  cDiniuilc,  lliiicfoir,  thai  iialzac  was  alwavs  Balzac, 
IhiI  tliil  lie  inaturcil  Minrr  .-liiul\  and  undi  r  morn  advorse 
condiiirins  than  nio~i   oihir  ;:na!   \vnifr.<. 

It  is  nicdlc.-s  to  (li~iu>.-  tiif  V"iiliifiil  romances  in  dt'tail, 
tlic  oiii'  alrcadv  ciliil  hriiiL'  a  lair  saiiipli'  ol  the  scrii's.  This 
'■\  itairi'  do  Ardtinic.-"  dealt  with  the  carcfp  of  a  voun),' 
curate  <d'  melancliolv  lieaiinLT  and  nhscurc  hirtli,  who  hid  liim- 
self  ill  a  rural  iiari>li  in  dider  to  >-liiin  the  fascinations  of  a 
peerlo.-  voiiiiLT  wniiiaii  u  huiii  he  helicved  to  !)(•  his  sistor.  The 
tun  li;id  pre\inii-l_\  Irci  a  I'a  11 1  aiid  X'iiviiiia  life  in  Martinique, 
had  I  hell  eiieoiiiitered  pirates,  and  were  still  to  undergo 
TetiiarkaMi-  ad\t  m  un-.  The  curate  eventually  finds  his 
mother  in  a  ik.I.Ic  l.iijy  who  has  fallen  in  love  with  hira,  learns 
thai  he  has  no  >i>ter,  rescue.-  the  peerless  young  woman  from 
the  piiaie.  ulm  ha-  sull'ei'ed  a  city-change  into  a  Parisian 
hanker.'"  and  linally  lo  es  his  hride  because  (d'  her  horror  at 
the  di.-ciiseiy  that  .-he  ha-  iiiarrii'd  a  j)riest.  This  hrief  out- 
line givis  no  adci|uate  idea  of  the  wild  improbability  of  tiie 
plot.  The  I  un-tiliieiil  iiiL'icdieiits  of  the  story  are  fully  as 
rcmarkalile.  Chateaubriand.  St.  Pierre.  Byron,  the  F^nglish 
iiiid  (ier  ■  .11  rniiiaitcers.  all  lend  their  influences,  and  Frank- 
lins "I'Mdr  li'icliard'"  i.-  plagiarized  outright.  The  young 
writer  h.KJ  even  dipped  intu  American  colonial  history  enough 
te  kiinw  thai  Cliarle-tuii  had  siitrered  from  pirates  and  been 
a!I:ick(il  by  the  P.ritisli.  aithough  he  post-dated  the  latter 
evem  -'Uic  iliirty  odd  years.  He  drew  gv./geous  pictures  of 
Wcsl  Indian  scuery.  Fikc  Shelley,  he  dealt  with  the  most 
fort)iddtn  -uri  of  pa.-sion.  He  described  solemn  midnight 
wei]dii;_-s.  I  he  d.alll^  of  yoiiiig  girls,  the  unruly  desires  of 
jiriesi-.  ilie  .ilMliiciion  and  rescuing  of  maidens,  murders  by 

•Biilza,  -  H'ainiii,  liki-  suuilktlS.ditiiijrt  tliL'msi.'Ives  chiefly  un  land. 


OKNKI;  \L  (NTUoOfCTION' 

poifjonor]    pin-strokts,    iiiKJ    a    lio-t    of    similar    th 
(leciiicd  (Kli^'liil'ul   l,v  the  mtdcrs  of  (let 
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touches  of  sonii'  iiifril  arc  to  \iv  found — cspcciallv  in  connec- 
tion with  houri^eois  ami  rural  characters.  This  pupil  of 
Cliatcauliriand  and  .Maturin  had  at  lea^t  an  eye  of  his  own.* 

The  often  (jiiotcd  sentence,  "Laurc,  Laure,  niy  two  im- 
mense and  sole  doires — hj  be  fnnmus  tnnl  to  hr  li>n;l~\\\\] 
they  ever  he  satisfied?"  throws  a  Hood  of  lif,dit  upon  the 
character  of  the  young  man,  who  hcpin  his  career  over  auain 
in  Paris  about  \H2l;  those  who  wish  preci.s'  information  in 
regard  to  his  doings  must  put  up  with  some  disappointnier*. 
We  know  that  he  wrote  a  few  minor  things  hesides  his  .sen- 
pational  romances,  and  that  he  was  tempted  hy  a  friend  to 
go  into  the  business  of  publishing.  TIkiv  is  no  necil  of 
blaming  this  adviser  as  has  been  done,  since  it  is  ijuite  clear 
that  Balzac  had  the  instinct  of  a  .-peculator  strongly  developed 
in  him.  Hut  i)ublishing  is  an  uncertain  business,  especially 
for  men  who  are  al.so  writers,  and  lialzae  was  one  of  those 
persons  who  conceive  ideas  oui  of  which  otbei>  dcr.ve  profit. 
He  seems  to  have  been  the  first  to  publish  "compact"'  editions 
of  classical  writers;  but  his  Moliere  and  La  P'ontaine,  in  one 
volume  ea<li.  remained  unsold,  and  he  lost  heavily.  His 
friendly  creditor,  an.xious  to  secure  his  loan,  now  persuaded 
the  young  man  to  go  into  the  printing  business.  ,ind  the  elder 
Balzac,  losing  some  of  his  shrewdness,  made  (.ver  part  of 
Honore's  inheritance.    But  a  heavy  license  had  to  be  paid  for, 


•"The  Virar"  rooHvpd  in  1S2I  a  >n'mi-s<"qnel  in  ".^rRow  ic  Pimti\"  a  stoir  that 
openeii  ri'iilistinilly.  and  displayi'd  ifs.'^  of  sh>'iTroman(ii-isin  hut  mon.' of  .«h>cr  son- 
sationali.sm.  (Vruiin  i.lca.«  and  cluirartcrs  wm-  trcat<'d  with  wimo  jifjwor,  and  were 
itestitH'il  to  fuller  treatment  years  later.  In  182.''>  •  Waiui-Chlon-,"  or  "Jane  la 
Pak>,"  .sh<nve.l  a  .xtill  greater  iV()luti<,n  in  the  dineiion  of  realism,  and  propno,<iti- 
ratPd  fciinlly  the  "Sri.ne<,,f  Private  l.if.' "  Th- niial  Mtimtinn  in  this  ;it<iry  wiki 
rxtravawintly  sensational,  l.nt  nasal'^>at  least  mark.d  hy  niueh  real  i>ower.  In 
(>th<T  w,,rd«,  Halzae  wa>  not  standing  still.  Kur  the  titles  of  the  other  yuuthfiJ 
Works,  fee  the  Bibliographical  Note. 
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.iinl  iint'diliMiiiii  I".  I'.,ii/ai  !i;ii|  a  11,111(1  aliciid  of  his  titno 
lie  hr|ii\ii|  111  I  uiiiIiiiiihl'  MiLTiiatr  "■Mtcr|iriM'^.  anil  pur 
(■li;i.-ril  a  l\|ii'  l'<iiin>lr\  Mnir  iiiniicv  ua^  iiicdcil,  new  part 
iiiT-  iiaii'l  iii>(  lie  >.c  iin-.|.  ill-  |iaritil>  clnx'd  tlii'ir  piirjio 
aiiii  llii'  lai.-iiic-.-  \\:i~  .|i-|"i-mI  ..I  .11  a  iiniioli.*  pricf.  'I'hus 
in  l>'.'.>,  r>al/ai'  I'luiiic!  Inm-i  ll' u  :i  ii"Ut  a  i-ccd^niizi'd  [)r()ft'Sfiior 
or  trade,  and  m  di  hi  lu  ih,'  ainniint  i.f  pcrliap.-  one  liiitidrci 
and  l\veiiiy  ilinii-aiid  l>a:ii  >,  In  -unif  uavs  tins  \va^  a  wor.-t 
."■iliialhiii  ilian  lli;.!  \\liiili  Sir  WaltiT  Scui;  wa.--  fafiii^,  aii< 
the  fart  ih  It  Mill'  .  r..i!/ae  wa-  iiti  iiiipnrtanl.  llinii;;!!  we  ina\ 
trii-t  lint  all  iiii|iii|iuMair.  I  rcdilor,  tiiadc  It  tin  ca.-it'r  ti>  bear 
Hilt  lie  fai  fd  M  liia\i|\.  iiifi'd  a  nidiii  wliicli  lie  trictl  to  maki 
irn'\pfi,--i\(lv  la-ti  I'll',  and  Worked  auay  at  lilcrature,  prob- 
alilv  lia-in.L:'  many  hope-  ii|ioii  n']<  ne'.v  story.  "'Idu'  Cliouans.' 
lie  eiiuld  liardU  li,!\e  kiiowii  then  that  he  Udiild  use  hit 
hitler  e\[ierie!i.  e,  ,,f  d,|,t  in  many  hooks,  or  that  his  failure 
a>  a  |irtnter  v.uuid  iieeuine  part  of  his  capital  after  "Illusions 

Perdue-"    had    ^een    |l|e    lluiht. 

'■'I'lie  ( 'lioii;iii-"  -eeiiis  to  ha\e  hcen  fii.i>hcd  ill  IS'JT.  before 
the  I'lill  1  \ient  o|  I  lie  hii-ine->  cat.i.-tropiie  was  known,  but 
it  wa>  Hot  [iuhli>lied  until  Mareh,  I.s'v'lt,  and  Balzac  doubtless 
polidied  It  in  the  interim,  ll  lmvcs  plain  indications  of  hard 
work,  for  it  (les(  rilx  s.  with  irciieraliy  reco^'nizcd  fidelity,  tlu 
cliaolie  condition  of  Hrittany  jii.-l  tliirlv  years  b(d"ore.  It  gives 
(piite  as  plain  indication>,  hriwever.  that  Balzac  was  still  niort 
or  le"  n(  ,1  -eii-atioiial  romantici.-t  ;  that  his  <reniu.s  was  yet 
in  tlie  niiil-t  of  a  natural  evolution.  The  contention  has  been 
maile  that  "a  i:re.ilcr  lmiIT  .-eparates  it  from  anything  printed 
iiefore  lM!i>  than  from  anvthiiiir  that  follows."  and  this  if 
donhtiev-  irue,  if  we  do  not  stress  the  word  "jr"'f-"  T'f"' 
defect-  of  "'riie  (  liuuan-,"'  which  are  many,  do  not  ohvcure  itr- 
author'-  L'enius:""  ihe  more  luimerous  and  glaring  defects  of 
the  earlier  romaiire-  almost  hlot  out  that  genius  from  sight. 

•Tlu'  riiiimiK  (•  wiis  atUrwani-.  ivltt-Ml  considerably. 


<ii;.\KUAl.  INTK(»l»l-(TI(»\  izi 

Uut  it  was  thfif  a.-  ^iinly  a,.  iK,'  .-iiii  i.-  I,.l(,u   ih.    linrizon 
iicfdlr  flawii. 

With  tlu'  Miicc--  of  I  he  lir-t  l).M.l<  tn  wliK  h  Ik    Mils  willing 

to  giv.'    lii.s    iiaiiif.    lial/ai    mtind    tairis    ii| !ii-    l.i/arrr, 

imtlii'tic.  <-Mi(|iifriii/  <an'.r  nf  tiiaiiu-  In.  ran  arlii.\rm<'iits. 
As  was  nalural.  nlitor^  iiiul  |.iil.li<li<  r-  iiiailr  liim  ntrri>,  and 
lie  Hurraed  In-  fri.  ihMii|i-  arncirii:  iiill  ivali-d  |irn|i|c.  (I,, 
was  riol  (jiialitlcd  I'ur  sncjai  .-incc-s,  bcmtr  tun  mut  h  iii;:r(>ssi'd 
111  Ills  own  Work  and  tlioiijiJn*,  our-\(  hrtm  iil  in  cxpn'ssing 
his  opiniutis.  ami,  |io>-ilily,  a  lilll.-  too  idlius!  in  |)!iysi(|iu' 
to  oxcito  niiicli  sfiitiniciital  intm  -t  Y.i  h..  made  and  u-- 
laini'd  many  >;ood  friends,  .-lu  li  a>  .Mnir.  dc  (Jirardm  and 
her  mother,  .Mmc  (iay,  and  in  tlif  laitfi's  salon  he  wan 
broii<rlit  in  contait  wiih  Nidor  Ilnu'o.  d,-  X'i^'ny,  i.aniarlitit", 
Hos^ini,  and  many  oili.r  |i(oplc  worth  knowing:,  lu  tiu- 
newspaptT  otlieos,  which  he  aN.  V,  .nirntcd,  he  seems  to  havi- 
suwecded  cliiefiy  in  makin<r  I'liei  >,  who  all  throii,i,'h  his  life 
c'Oidd  annoy  his  sensitive  soul  and  reiani  the  irrowth  <d"  his 
fame  by  exa<.'^'oratiug  his  defects  and  eireuhiting  \infouu(lL'd 
shinders.  lie  ajJiKjars  not  lo  have  Inen  al)o\e  joining  in  the 
fray  himself,  especially  when  his  I'ih^  as  a  distiuiruished 
mau  like  Ste.  Heuve;  hut,  on  the  whole,  although  he  dealt 
the  jounuilists  some  severe  Idows  in  his  novels,  he  was  more 
sinned  against  than  sinning,  and  his  name  stands  high  on  the 
list  of  great  men  not  duly  appreciated  hy  their  contemporaries. 
Yet  it  would  he  easy  to  paint  too  dark  a  jiicture  <>i'  his  loneli- 
nese,  and  of  his  struggles  to  free  himself  from  d.  ht  and  to 
achieve  fame.  He  had  a  feu  devoteii  women  friends  whose 
support  was  invaluable,  notably  .Mine.  Carraud  and  Mme.  de 
Berny,  at  whose  honies  in  the  provinces  he  was  welcomed  and 
enabled  to  write  some  of  his  fim-t  pages.  The  Duchess 
d  Alirantes  ;  id  the  1  )uche->  de  Ca-tries  o-ave  him  encourage- 
ment also,  and  taught  him  something  ahout  tlie  litV  of  the 
aristocracy.     Many   critics   are   agreed    that    the    lessons   did 
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'!"'  I"'"''  ,t-' I  fruit  in  ilic  'ilnmjiri  ( 'onicdy,"'  which  is 

siicecs>fiil  in  its  loucr  ami  niidilk'-clast;  charnettTs ;  but 
jKMiii  is  slili  an  uiiMitlrd  ,.iir.  and  it  is  at  K-ast  not  irnprol 
tiial  ilal/.ac  Irariinl  frnni  the  lalt^T  ^irrcat  iadv  cortain  If; 
Willi  r-rirard  In  ihc  Ldani.uir  id'  |ias>i()n,  of  which  lie  i 
^"'("1  ii>c  in  ••i.a  Duiiu,-.,'  d,-  Lan^i'ais"  and  in  other  storii 
r>iit  while  lii>  tiiiMuili  vear.  and  those  iiiiniediatelv  I'ol 
in.i:.  »!Te  iniporlani   in  .lr\,.l,,pino;  x\w  man  lialzae  in  al 

tiilnes.— niakiii-  liiiii  llir  if: 1  lover  ami  hater,  the  joui 

istie  and   pulincil   asjiirant,   the  alisorbed.   yet   kind-heai 
e,;:oisl.  ih,.  Ii,.n-\i\aiii  -ini--Ldin,i:  with  the  spiritually  mil 

fTiiiius,  the  iinirami'd  \  in  iio.-o.  tlu  woulddie  ilandv, in  si 

ill''  'l>"'''i'  :■'  '  fa.-inalin--  eliaracler  that  we  now  know  hii 
have  licen.-  iliis  rritiral  period  was  more  important  in 
velopin-  I  he  HON, list  who>e  lit'e  work  was  to  be  summed  u 
the  (■•>>„.' Jir  II iii,,,(,nr.  "'i'lie  Cjiouans"  was  followed  the  s 
year  l.v  "TIh'  I'livMoloi^y  of  Marriajre"— a  performance 
lon-iiii:'  nciilM  r  t,,  ihe  domain  of  fiction  nor  to  that  of  f. 
iMMr:  hut  airead  ilalzae  had  formed  the  habit  he  never 
lii)Mm>hed  of  uoikm-  at  several  stories  at  onee;  jndisl 
soiii,..  framin-  the  p|,,i<  ,,f  others,  and  a.-tually  eompo, 
'""■  '"'  """■''■  Vet.  -rantinir  that  he  had  been  workin;.'  t 
for  nionth>  and  yrars.  it  none  the  less  takes  one's  breath  a 
'"  '■^■I'li'iic  ihc  li.~!-  (,f  liis  publieations  for  the  vears  U 
In;)'.'.  The  entries  amount  to  one  hundred  and  eiuhty-tl 
-a  !-ial  probably  unniatehable  in  the  history  of  the  hi^ 
f"ini.  nf  literature.  To  be  sure,  articles  and  short  sto 
"'"  ""  '-p'-'i'd  value  are  ineliided:  biit  at  h'ast  a  dozen  si 
stories  like  "A  I'a-si.m  in  the  iK^sert,"  which  ever\  one  { 
nouiue-  nuiMerly.  ai.-  m  the  list;  and  there  are  such  no' 
ittes  and  novels  as  "(iobseck."  an  unsurpassed  sketch  o 
i'>'in-r;  ••!.;  M,;,,,,,  ,|„  ( ■hat-qui-Peh.te"  ("At  the  Sign 
Hi"   tat   and    kaeket-).    :,n   admirable  picture   of   bourg( 
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life;  "La   IVau  de  Cha^rn,-    ,-Th..   Ma^i,.  Skin"),  winch 
has  heeii  compand    wiih   "Fa 


an>t      and   ••Jl,- 


iinli-l. 


ind   IS  at 


worst   one   of   the    most    absorbing    romane.  s   rvrr    written- 

(olonel    Chal,,..-,.-    ran.ly    surpa...,!    tor    pa,h,.,i..    int.n.t' 

un  ess  ,t  be  by  tin. -rure  d,.  Tours"  (-rnral,.  ..f  Tour---),  ,1..; 

*"""^'''''  "^ '^^^ '"'lis  and  lastly.  -Lou, ^  l.an,l.,.rt  -  ahva-ly 

'neut.oned.  and  the  tirs,  „.,  tales  of  ,!„•  h,.hlv  Inunorons 
'i  not__al(ogetlu.r  decorous  "Contes  Drolali.pi.s"  (••Droll 
atones   )      The  author  who  ,n  thre.  years  a.lds  sueh  works 

o  h.s  credit  is  to  Ik.  ,onsHlered.fron,,.v..rvpo,n,„f  view  a 
literary  prodigy.      It   will   be  •„,„,.  ,„  „„,  ,,„„,,_  ^^^ 

If  wc  c<msnler  him  a.  having  |,.n  h,.  numature  work  entirelJ 
Hdund  h,m.  atni  hav.ng  fairly  ......red  upon  a  period  of  pro"- 

duction  wbuh.  if  ,.   was  to  show  o,.,.aMonal  >laeken,n.^    wa. 
»cvertoshow|HTman,.ntd.rl,neofp„u,.r.      Inde.d.  it'mi-d.t 
almost  be  contended  that,  in   spite  of  hi.   fa.lin,^  health.I.e 
heldh.mselt   at   the  height   of  h,s  pow.r   in   '-Cousin    Pon." 
and    -Cousine   Hette-  b.,ter  than   h,>  elnef  r.val   ,n  allluent 
and   supremely  etfective  ereat.on.   Shak.-p.ar,.   hnnself.   bad 
done,  at  about    the  san,e  age.      ^V..  I,v    l.:',->.   |;,|,„,    ,.   ,,„ 
can  now  see  easily,  had  ran:...!   hnn..|f  with  the  in,m„r,aU 
and   was  on   the   point   of  dis.ovrring  a   ph,lo.„ph..r-s  <tono 
«-h.ch,  at   tt  would   not   make  ..old  ..nough   ,o   pav   his  debt  ■ 
would,  at  any  rate,  serve  as   a   fitting  corncr-stotu.   f„r  -he 
■mmcnse   structure   of   ,ho   -Hu.nan    Comedv."      M.-taphors 
ai'art.  Kalzac.  in  these  important  vears.  di.^.ovon-d  ,b,.  ,„•;„- 
•■pie  of  coordination  in  fiction.    \\V  shall  di-,,,..  hu.'r  wh  .' 
t  us  discovery  really  meant,  contenting  ourselves  her.  w„h  the 
^tatemorr^  that  he  a,   (ir.t  designed  a  group  of  .tones  to  be 
>M^.l.d     scenes  tn.m  Private  Lif...-'(,s:m-.;3)  and  am.ther 
■'      Ihdosoplncal   Novels  and  Tal..-  ns:n-n-)_.hieh  were 
^'fronvards  develojH.d  into  '•Studies  of  Manner^  in  tho  Xine- 
teenth  Century,"    (l,s:34-;5r)    and  at   last  into  the  '-Human 
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('(iiiicdv.  '*      'I'hr  .li-funiv  \uiiil:   Im,,!  Inroinr  ;ni  ;ilriinst  ai 

cidllS     niJin     (if    pl'iiVrii     ^f,  |;|||~. 

Halzac  iK.u-  s.viii,.,!   {«  1„.  i,,  ;,   fair  way  ..f  dhtainiiifr 

first  uf  lii:~  two  wi-h,—  !h,ii  h,.  ini-ht  !..•  fain-nis.     In  sp'it( 

the  early  ,l,alli  n\  the  ■■fVwiil, ■!,,;!  (1,'s  ,l,nirnaii\   P(iliti,,u, 

which  he  hrIiM.,1  to  r,,-,n,l  in   l,^;;(i,  and  of  l:is  failure  to 

<-hns,.,i    tK-piiiy    al.n.it    liu.    .aiiie    tiiiit',    in    spite    also    of 

dehts,  he  had  inad.-  -Teat  >h'|)>  forward  since   hs-js.     Was 

likely  to  attain  the  >c,und  of  his  wishes—to  he  loved? 

may    haw   ilinii-lii    idai    ih.'    invaliilcd    ])uch">s   de    Cast 

wouM  fill  hi>  heart  ;  at   lea>t   it  is  certain  tliat  he  underti 

"  .i">"''".v  ^^illi  Im  r  in    I  >;!•.'  that  .-arricd  hmi  as  far  as  Sw 

land,  wi  .IV  they  had  soincihin.r  of  a  rupture.     This  jouri 

dcvel,,p..,i  ins  taMe  f,,r  traveling'  and  cnhir-:ed  his  knowlec 

of  men  and  plac,..  hut   it  certaiidy  did  not  satisfy  his  hot 

He  may  s.M.n  have   formed  another  connection  not   so  ini 

cem  :+  hni  npo„  ,hi.^  we  iircd  not  ,|w,.|!.  a<  the  -ivat  pa^sion 

his  life  wa>  at  liaiid.      it  was  not  destined  to  he  an  alto-^etl 

happy  pasMon.  hut  Balzac  would  not  have  been  Balzae^uii 

out  it. 

Lik(' other  nov<Ii..t. .  la.  heixan,  n.s  soon  as  he  horaine  famoi 
to  receive  Ictnp.  from  admirin,L'  female  correspondents.     0 
of  the.-e  wrote  to  him   under  the  si^mature,  "L'fitran<^^n 
conipiaininu  of  the  .-han-e  of  tone  in  his  work  indicated 
"l<a  I'cau  dc  ChaLnin."     During  183-^  she  continued  to  wri 

r.nmo'-."n!'i'?"  '!"™"','  ^""''^''y'"  ^'^  "PP""''^  to  "The  Divine  Comedy 
I.nme,  .....m,  to  l,„v..  !«.,.„  ,]„,.  ,„  i,;,i«i..'s  friemi,  tin.  M«rquis  -le  B-.llov  Arror<l 
..  Mnu.  s„rv,IU..  ,hei.,..a  ,.f  ......rainannuMhe  works a.McharaeterL.o.rii 

•  sua'  ',f   M  "f,:"""""'"^'  "i^  elniraeter.   <n,m  s,.,r.v   ,„  ..,„rv,  a.„l  in 

the  ;  V  L^^  Tm  "^  •■.:'';"":•"■"■-'■•  •""■■-'•  «-'  >-  analy,[c  works  I: 
ne     itu    ,J„.n  o,  Mama.'..'.  )„■  lu,-l  alreaay  t'ni..,-Mi  the  thr,.,.f„M  ,iivisio„  i 

tSir  I-oVLijjuul  s  ■■  \:u  Komaii  .l-.\muur,-'  chap.  XX. 
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and  Ralzao  to  dream  about  licr,  as  he  confessed  in  a  letter  of 
the  follo\vin<r  January.     His  eorre.-ponderit  was  no  other  than 
the  wile  of  a   rieh   I'oiisii  gentleman,   M.   llanski   bv  name. 
Slie  had  been  born  tiie  Counte.ss  Evelina  F?zewuska,  and  was 
beautifid  and  acc-omplished.     Siie  was  in  the  haiiit  of  travel- 
ing from  place;  to  place  for  the  sake  of  her  daughter's  edu- 
cation, and  it  was  not  long  before  Balzac  found  it  convenient 
to   meet   her  at    Xeuchatel    (Septendjer,    IHIVA).     Tlu'   e.xact 
nature  of  the  relations  establi.shed  between  them  need  not  be 
too  clo.-;ely  investigated  here.     It  is  suiheient  for  us  to  know 
that  until  his  deatli,  in  1841,  M.    Han.-ki  was,  save  on  one 
occasion,  a  iinist  complai.sint  husband,  that   Balzac  made  no 
secret  of  hi.-   ,b.-o]ute  devotion  to  Mine.  Hanska,  that  he  took 
long  journ,  V     to  meet  her  and  wrote  her  voluminous  letters, 
and  that  she  returned  his  affection   in  a  way  that  at  least 
partially  .-^atisfu'd   his  caj)acious  heart.     There   are,   indeed, 
indications  that,  for  some  time  before  M.  Hanski  died,  the 
novelist,  who  was  overwhelmed  with  work  and  with  his  un- 
paid  debts,   somewhat   slackened   in   his   prof(!ssions  of  con- 
stancy; but,  on   the  whole.   Mnie.    Hanska  was  his  guiding 
star  from  the  time  he  first   began  to  dream  about  her,  and 
after  she  was  free,  his  love  burned  u[)  with  a  clearer  flame 
than  ever.     The  se(pu'l  of  their  romantic   relations  will   be 
told   in   its   pro[K'r   place.      Here   we   need   only   notice   that 
Balzac's    letters   to    Mnie.    Ilaiiska,    prior   to    her   husband's 
death,  have  just    (IS!*!))    been  imblished    under    the    title, 
'•Lettrcs   a    L'fitrangere."      They    are    indispensable    to   the 
student  of  his  life,  and  are  an  interesting  contribution  to 
the  literature  of  passion  and  of  egoistic  power.     They  tell 
aiiout   his  hoi)es  and  fears,  his  debts,  and  his  troubles  with 
y)ublishers,  the  titanic  labor  he  i<  e\pi'nding  on  his  novels,  his 
political  aspirations,  his  schemes  for  making  money  by  specu- 
lation, the  houses  he  is  buying  or  planning  to  buy, — in  short, 
they  give  a  faithful  picture  of  his  pathetic,  vertiginous  life. 
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I'rrliMi).-  he  poM's  a  liiilf  toil  much,  l»ut,  on  the  other 
lie  ,-li<)\v«  liiiii.-cif  to  jio-M-s  a  inily  j)octic  spirit,  and  n 
(Icptli.-  of  iiiii,t,Miaiiiniity  iii   his  soul  that  prove  its  ess( 
nobility.* 

\v\.  althoiiirh  I'.alzae  was,  in  many  rcspeots,  an  irleal  ; 

it  is  for  his  uork  that  the  world  chieily  remembers  him 

to  that  work  we  mu-i   return.     .After   \^:V>  it  does  not 

to  he  (juitf  .-o  iiiiirmous  measured  hy  mere  titles,  but  i 

eludes  mo.-t  of  ]n>  <:nat  novels,  and  is  more  trrmendous 

.■ipf)ears  on   the  surface.     As   the   .-scheme  of  comhininj 

hooks,  urittm  iiiid  uii'vritten,  into  oiu;  ^reat   whole  niai 

in  I'.alzac's  mind,  he  had  to  do  an  amount  of  |)lanninfj 

nr-astin;,'   that    mu>l    have   consumed    a   j/reat    deal   of 

He  had  al.'^o  new  editions  to  superintend,  and  as  he  was 

tinually  in  trouble,  and  freipiently  in  suits  with  his  pul 

crs,  his  new  w.,,"k  could  not  reeei\e  his  whole  attention. 

sides,  he  was  always  schemin^r  to  pay  otf  his  debts  by  iju 

means  than  ei-onomizin;,'  and  not  contracting  new  ones. 

l.s:!8   he   actually    visited   Sardinia    thiiddnj:    that    ho   ( 

make  a  fortune  from  workt'd-out  and  loiii^-abandoned  m 

Less  chimerical,  but  hardly  more  successful,  were  his  atte 

to  resu.-citate  the  weekly  "Chronique  de  Paris"  (18;}")), 

to  establish  the  "KVvue  rarisienue"  (1S4()).     The  lattoi 

terpri.s'   was   practically  carried  on   without   asskstance, 

contained  sonic  of  his  best  literary  criticism  ;  the  former 

ciii[iloynic!it  toyoun--  men  like  Sandeau  and  (Jautier.  and 

the  occasion  of  Balzac",-  writing  ^ome  good  political  arti 

Furlhrmiore,   his  endeavors   to    found  societies  of  one 

and  another,  o)  become  a  landed  i)roprietor,  and  to  pi; 

parr  in  the  great  world,  nnist  all  be  considered  when  wc 

estimating  the  amount  of  work  accomplished  by  him  be 

•For  an  ..,,<■,, lint  of  this  oerr.  .|,„!uk'iife  ami  s<,me  interesting  information 
-nn.'.  llansku.  MO  I^-v.^ujouU  •  r„  K„ini.ii  .I'Amour,"  a  work  which  will  c 
ni.y  uro„Ki>n|,res,Mo„s  a^  to  ,h,.  Llanielfssnoss  of  Balzac's  life  in  sexual  m 
Uuu  miKht  U-drri\,  1  from  h,~o»ii  idealized  letters. 
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he  wrote  his  famous  preface  to  the  "Human  Comedy"  in  \S\-i. 

His  haiiits  <if  work  must  also  be  cdiisidcred.     As  every  one 
knows,  he  ih-ov*'  his  printers  to  despair  by  makiii;,'  such  ex- 
tensive corrections  in  the  proof-sheds  tliat  each  set  of  proofs 
was    almost    ccpiivideiii    to    a    new    manuscript.      This    un- 
fortunate  peculiarity   not   only   dccrea.-cd    the   prollts   of   his 
laliors,   but   mu>t    have   ini'tcased    the  time   consumed.      Xor 
was  he  a  regular  worker.  althoULdi  In    was  indel'ati|,Mbh'.     lie 
turned  ni.uht   into  day,  and.   with  liie  aid  of  stron<r  coffee, 
often  managed  to  write  for  twenty  h<mrs  and  upwards,  prac- 
tically at  a  streteh.     'rhi>  undoubtedly   injured    his  health, 
and  j)r()bably  did  not   increase  the  amount  and  i  (I'eetiveness 
of  his  work  so  mucli  as  he  imagined.     And.   im  .n.-istently 
enough,  he  seems  to  liave  worn  a  sort  of  nionki.-h  iialjit  while 
leading  this  far  from  orderly  life.     Vet  we,  jiis  debtors,  can- 
not afford  lo  critiei.-e  him,  even  when  we  find  him  so  egotist- 
ically absorbed  in  hi>  own  work  .1-  not  to  be  able  to  listen  to 
his  dear  friend  Theophile  (iaulier  when  the  latter  was  telling 
<d'  the  death  of  a  sist.'r.    "Let  us  talk  about  {•higeiiie  (u-andet," 
said  Balzac,  who,  if  lie  kindly  wished   to  change  a   j)ainful 
subject,  might  have  shown  more  tact,  though  less  originality, 
by  talking  about  the  weather.* 

His  survivors,  however,  have  more  to  talk  about  than 
Kugenie  Grandct,  noble  though  that  heroine  i)e.  The  vear 
1833  that  gave  her  to  the  world  saw  also  the  publication  of 
"The  Country  Doctor,"  one  of  the  most  loftilv  ie'  al  of  Bal- 
zac's works,  and  of  the  st'cond  i/i.ruiii  of  the  "Droll  Stories," 
to  which  such  an  epithet  cannot  be  applied.  These  Kalie- 
lai<iaii  tales,  nevertheless,  even  if  they  are  a  fmir  dr.  force 
from  the  point  of  view  of  their  archaic  French,  and  although 
they  are  too  fiee  for  .Anglo-Saxon  notions,  are,  in  their  way, 
a  clear  proof  of  the  largeness  and  heartiness  of  lialzae's 
genius,  and,  especially  in  ''Le  Succube"  ("The  Suceubus"), 

•Taiue  substitutes  SauJtuu  for  (iautier. 
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of  the  astDiiisliiiiu'-  vi^'nr  dl"  lii.s  iiiiaginiitii)ii  at  its  hei 
The  iirxt  uar  wa>  to  illii>tr,.tc  this  geuius  and  this  iinag 
tioii  .-till  iiinR-  tuiiijili'ti-lv.  fur  it  was  ihc  vcar  ol'  the 
part  III'  thai  iiiai'VflinH  I'uiiiam-i'  of  myslieisin,  "Seraphi 
and  lit'  ji.Tlia]is  the  hesl  kiinuu  of  all  liis  stories,  "I'ere  Clori 
'I'l'ii  yi'ar.-  inra-uri'  the  di>tance  hetucen  the  Vaiitriti  of 
ii'ivi'l  am!  ill-  priitiilypi'  Argow,  the  I'irate,  and  what  a  uot 
ten  years. 

It  Willi!  iir  wvarismne  and  useless  to  give  a  full  list  of 
novels  and  nnvcieiie-  thai  ap])eareil  liid'ore  iSl'i.  An  exeel 
ronianee  of  \>''<\.  "'La  lieclierche  dc  rAhsolu"  ("'riie  (} 
of  the  Alisnliitr"  I,  iiiighl  not  to  he  omitted,  and  we 
mention  the  idyliie  "I.,ys  dans  la  Vallee"  ("The  Lily  in 
\'aliey"")  (  Im;:.-:'.!;)  :  (he  interesting  '"X'ieille  FiUe"  (•' 
Old  Maid")  (is:)(i);  the  beginnings  of  "Illusions  I'erd 
(  'li'ist  Illusion-'"),  and  "Cesar  liirotleau"  (1.S3T),  the  in 
tioii  nf  the  "Splciideiirs  et  Miseres  des  Court isanes"  ("Sc 
from  a  Cuurtesan's  Lite")  (18;5S).  regarded  by  some  er 
as  his  snprenie  work;  certain  parts  of  the  "Cure  de  Villi 
l"The  Country  I'arMin")  (  Ks;3!t)  ;  "Pierrette"  (  LSiU)  ;  " 
Tenehreuse  Alfaire"  ("The  (.Jondreville  Mystery"'), 
"rrsti'i'  .Mipiui-;"  I  i-11).  This  meagre  list,  which  iucli 
no  honk  that  any  novelist  might  not  be  glad  to  owu,  s 
perhaps,  "Le  Lys  dans  la  Vallee,"'  and  whieh  gives  om 
more  novels  fnr  each  successive  year,  will  all'ord  some  si 
iilci  of  the  fraLMiientary  way  in  which  Balxac  presented 
•  nations  to  the  pulilie.  His  contemporaries  were  scar 
III  he  blamed  fnr  not  fully  grasping  the  scope  and  im 
ot'  -tich  voluminous  and  fragmentary  work;  but,  ou 
other  liatul,  Halxac  had  to  snatch  every  chance  to  get 
stories  into  the  new-papers  and  maga/iiu's.  and  he  was  fo 
to  labor  all  ilie  more  intensely  because  the  system  of  paym 
then  aili)])tci|  by  publishers  was  l)ad,  ami  becau-e  tiier«> 
no  way  nf  preventing  ])irated  Belgian  editions  of  hig  nc 
from  Hooding  the  i-'reuch  markets. 
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(iENKRAL  IN'TKODlKmON  „i. 

After  July,   ISf-J,  there  wa^^  no  excuse  for  any  intoliigeut 
reader's  not  (onii)rchen(liiig  Balzac's  purposes.     Tli..  preface 
to  the  "Hiiiiiaii  Comedy,"  which  iiears  tliis  date,  announced 
clearly   his  intention   of  becoming   the   .-secretary   of  60(;ietv, 
perhaps  we  should  say,  its  natural  historian.      VVitli  (JeolFrny 
.Saml-llilaire,   he   would   apply    the   ideas  of   the   mutability 
o!    species  and   of   the  cireets  of  environment   and   iieredity, 
only  to  a  more  complex  sphnv.      lie   would  show   how   tlu' 
natural  man  is  alffcted  by  his  circumstances  and  surroundings 
until,  instead  of  a  man,  we  (d'ten  have  a  priest,  a  lawyer,  a 
tradesman.      In   otln'r   words,   he   would   make   l.im.«elf   that 
liitherto   unknown    but   b.ng  desired   personage,   a   true   his- 
torian of  manners.     He  would  give  a  faithful  pieture  of  the 
France  of  his  day,  evc-n  though  it   involved   the  appalling 
task  of  cnjating  and   setting  in  motion   between   three   and 
four  thousand  characters.    Thus  he  would  increase  the  effect- 
ive power  of  his  work  in  ficti(Mi  by  giving  it  uniiv  in  the  midst 
of  complexity— making   it  almost  one   with   life  itself— an 
achievement  which  even  .Scott,  with  his  long  roll  of  splendid 
romances,  had  not  been  able  to  accomplish.     Xor  would  he 
be  a  mere  painter  or  describer.     ife  would  have  his  studies 
of  manners  divided  into  scenes  of  private,  provincial,  Paris- 
ian,   country,    political,    military    life,— a    fairly   exhaustive 
<livision,--but  he  would  al.o  have  his  philosophical  and  an- 
alytic studies  which  should  explain  and  lend  order  to  what 
might  otherwise  be  a  chaos. 

It  was  a  bold  stroke  of  genius  thus  almost  to  anticipj-te 
Darwin  as  an  expounder  of  evolution.  But,  as  we  have  .seen, 
lialxac  had  been  preparing  for  it.  He  had  already  grouped  his 
stories  and  carried  his  charactiTs  over  from  one  book  to  an- 
other. In  other  words,  be  had  discovered  the  principle  of 
•  oiirdination,  and  it  now  remained  to  apply  it  in  a  more 
philosophical  way  and  on  a  grander  scale.  Providence  willed 
that  he  was  not  to  live  to  finish  the  great  structure  he  de- 
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Mj^riird.  lull  If  WiiS  111  rMin|ilclr  ciKUl;;'!!  to  '/wv  tlu  ^ 
an  iiili(|ii;itc  \i\f:\  of  boili  hiiililiii;,'  iind  iircliitcct.  T 
jicr.-iiii-  uh<»  [111!  ilirir  I'intli  m  |iliilo.-o|)liical  .--ystcMs 
ulio  lo\r  vviiiiiM-lrv  uill  ivui'ii.  [icrliaip.-.  tliat  the  iiohlr  ' 
n'liunns  unllni.-liril.  'I'lin.-c  uiio  iliiiik  more  of  arli.-tic  ell 
ami  uiio  iv(,ill  tin-  I'ai  I  llial  j^ciiius  rari'ly  iiiaintaiiis  i 
at  II.-  lu'i;;lii  lor  (i\cr  iwtiiiy  vrars.  may  iiiourn  tliu 
maliiii'  takiiiu  -ill'  of  ihf  man  and  loser  rather  than  ol 
writer.  Il(iwe\er  this  may  he,  it  should  at  lea.^t  Ite  n 
that  !'..il/ae  frri|i!enlly  ehan^L'ed  his  storie.-  from  one  g 
to  aiiollier,  idmli  .^.areily  prove.-  that  the  details  of 
philosophy  ucre  settled.  It  may  also  he  (|uestioni'd  wlu 
his  views  (.11  sill  ii  importiml  matters  as  politics  and  reli 
were  not  derived  rather  from  reaetionai\\  intnition  tliaa 
])hi!osnpliiea!  meditation,  and  whether  it  is  not  next  t<i 
pii>.-ilile  f.ir  a  man  to  he  an  artist  ?iieli  as  Balzac  plainly 
and  at  the  .-ame  time  a  genuine  phiI()so[)h('r. 

There   is,   jierhaps,   a   suhtle  psyeliologieal   reas(m   for 
fact    til, it     I'laizae    thoroughly    understood    his    own    pur] 
as  a  writer,  and  let  the  world  understand  thcni,  by  the 
mer  id'  l.'^lv.     M.   Ilanski's  death  had  caused  him  to  ui 
stand   fully  his  own   purposes  in  the  higher  sphere  of 
I  niniediately  hi-  leiters  to  Mm(>.   Ilanska  grew  more  pas 
ate.     Witli  his  new  plans  of  work  and  fresh  activity,  ho  v, 
speedily  get  rid  of  his  debts,*  would  secure  .:  Parisian  1 
and  lill  it  with  costly  object-;  of  art  worthy  of  his  heli 
and  would  cnnobh'  the  family  of  Halzac  by  an  alliance 
a  gre.it   i'olish  house,     if  only  the  countess  would  conse: 
a  s[)ei'dy  union  he  would  attain  his  rightful  position  a 


*  .Mti'iM|.!.-  Iiavr  U'lii  iiiiiil.'  to  show  that  Halza<''s  ilclits  wcro  iii'l  so  prcssiii 
ropriMiiiril  ihiiii  t..  I,,.,  l.ut  till' «fii;liti)f  L'viilotii'o  is  in  tUvi>ri)i  his  state 
Ik' wrin- ii;  (itif  liiih' ill  luivc  u-i'it  his  ilt't>'s  a-s  uii  fX(iis<' fur  nut  bccomim; 
liidatr  fi.r  th.-  Ai  u'lciiiy  that  latiT  rt'ji'Cicl  liim,  ami  fnrlwfiily  yiar- Ihi'V 
tlif  ((iiistniit  liunK  II  1.1  hi-  iMinplaiiits.  Jiu  caiiuut  easily  L«.-  aeiiuill>.'il,  liowt 
mismanasL'tiifiit  uf  his  affairs. 
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folleetual  king  of  uH  Kmupr.     11,.  ,-.,h,ii  |io>tr,l  i,,  St.   IVtiTs- 
I'urg    to   sec    her,    hut    tuiiiicl    sn'K.u.-    oli-iadrs    in    his    way. 
-Mine.  Ilaiiska  was  imt  miiv  ihr  Mep  was  a  wi.-e  one,  f.-pecially 
111  view  of  the  fa.t   that  .-he  had  a  .laiightrr  to  .stlh'  in  life 
and  large  cstalc'-  to  aihniiii-tcT.     TIk'.-c  rcaM.n>  uciv  eredit- 
.■ii>le,*  but  it  ina\   iic  dcuihtrd  whether  slie  treated  Ual/ae  well 
'luring  the  lime  that  elapM^d   hefore  .^he  alllaiieed   h.M'.-elf  to 
liim  in  Strasburg  in   l.siii.     Jt  i..  tru..  tlial    Kii>Maii  law  re- 
quired her  to  give  up  iier  prop.rly.  and  that   llie  C/ar's  eon- 
>ent    to   the    marriage   was   haiv]    to   obtain,    but    llalzae    was 
i'.alzae.  and   be.v  j,  j,,ve.      At  any  rate,  ii    is  ehar  from  his 
letters  that   Hal/ae  during  these  years  siitFered  givai  anxieties 
which  probably  to!d  on  his  In^alth.     Vet  his  work  seemed,  if 
anything,  to  improve.     He  ad.le,|  i„  -Ilhi-ions  I'erdues"  and 
the  "Sp|(.|ideurs  et  Mi.-eres."  he  labored  on  tliat  strong  study 
of  rural  life.  "Les  I'aysans-  (-The   IVa.^anlry-).  he  created 
the  noble  charaeter  of  Mme.  de  la  Clianterie   ("I/Hnvers  de 
'Ilistoire  Contemporaine"— "Tiie  Seamy  Side  „f  History"), 
and  he  reached  almost,  if  not  quite,  the  high-water  mark  of 
his   power    in    the   two   novids   known   as   -The    Poor    Jiola- 
ti„ns'"— "Cousin    Pons"    and    "Consine    P..  tte."     lUil    after 
•'le    betrothal,    the    probable   lessening   of   th-    moral    strain 
M'.ins    to    have    been    followed    hy    a    distinct    physical    and 
partial    mental    breakdown.       Long    journeys,    especially    to 
Poland,  where  he  spent  the  autumn  i,{   IS  IT.   further  com- 
plieated  his  di.'^orders,  and  the  political  condition  of  hi.^  be- 
leved    France,    although    he    had    long   predjeted    the    down- 
fall   of    the    ()rleani.4    monarchy,    must    have    react<><l    un- 
tavorably  upon  him.     Within  a  year  he  was  liaek  in   Poland, 
!'  IS  time  for  a  visit  of  about  eighteen  nc^nth^.     Mine.  Ilanska 
Mil  ileferred  the  marriage,  although  Ih.iIi  she  ami  her  ■'  ii:.di- 


ley  cDulii  to  alleviate  the  suffer- 


ter  and  son-in-law  did  all 

mgs  tha*  attended   Balzac's  failir.g  health.      He  kept  up  his 

»  Discreditable  accounts  of  the  whole  ailiiir  luive  beeu  ^iveu. 
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lioju-;.  Iiiit  111'  wpiti-  litlli'  cMipt  (lrlii,'lufiil  letters 
nieces  ill  FraiKe.  Ai  la^i.  nii  Mnrcii  1  1,  1S.")0,  lie  trit 
i)\er  iill  nli-tacic-.  ainl  ua<  riiarrieil  in  the  ('Imrrli  nl' 
!'>arlie,  at  Ilenlitrlier.*  Mriie.  I laiiskii  f,'avo  11])  her  fur 
lier  i!aii_'!iii  c.  n-trvini^r  a  certain  iiicnine  for  lier.-e 
.\|imI.  the  I'. Ill'  Im'l:;!!!  ilieir  I'lii^f  jiiiinicv  ti>  Paris,  wli 
fiDiise  oil  uliH  'i  lial/ai'  hail  hestoweil  so  iiiinli  tl'.ou;:ht  i 
them.  I'liit  ill'  >ea-nn  was  iiad,  tlieir  carriaL'e  stalh 
and  a::ain.  a;iil  ll.il/ae  was  \iorn  nut  before  they  arr 
nresdiit.  ilr  rrarhid  I'aris  only  to  take  to  his  be( 
acute  kiiliiey  Ironlile  liail  prevailed  even  over  his  ; 
frame,  and  over  hi>  indnriiitahle  will.  He  died 
n,  1  >.">(!, t  .11), 1  \v;iv.-  huried  in  Pere  Lachaise,  whe 
to-day  youiiu'  nun  u  ho  dream  of  fame  may  come  to  frai 
his  tonili,  as  iie  was  wont  to  L'aze  upon  the  tombs  o 
immortals.  .\  f.u-  hours  before  his  death  he  was  vis 
bis  Sob'  peer  in  France — jterliaps  in  Europe — ^'icto^ 
His  stupor  was  in  sail  contrast  to  the  jiride  with  w 
monib  before,  lie  had  said  to  his  wife:  "Be  sure  to  shov 
all  my  pictun^s.''  Alas  for  the  vanity  of  earthly  possi 
A  <,'eneration  later,  owing  to  tlie  decaib'nce  of  his  w 
her  family,  hi-  art  tre:.sures  were  scattered,  his  house 
111  other  hands,  and  th(!  name  of  Balzac,  instead  of  be 
lioblrd,  was  sullied.  Far  dilTerent  has  been  the  fate 
great  ediiice  he  beiiueathed  to  the  world  at  large — tha 
din's  palace  with  many  unflnislied  windows — the  "C 
llumaine.""  Within  ten  years  Taine  had  written  his 
making  essav  in  which  he  set  Balzac  beside  Shake, 
and  .aeji  .~iibsei|uent  year  has  witnessed  the  growth 
nove!i>t'-  f.MP.r.  Oni'  of  his  two  wishes  has  lieen  fullv  >. 
in  this  world:  aluait  the  fulfilment  or  failure  of  the 
it  is  best  to  be  silent. 

*  n>'r>f-i'n!i^lniri  I!  ,  UJ-)i:i,  Lovi'iijoul,  Roman  d'Amnur.  p.  96,  rIvos  Apri 
date. 

t.\t  11,30  at  iiipht.  LovoMjonl,  (.  c.  p.  104. 
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A  few  words  imi.-t  iiuu  he  added  with  regard  |o  the  gen- 
'ial  cliaraeteri.^ti..  of  I'.ai/ae-s  gemii.-  an.)  hi-  p.^siti.,!.  as  u 
v.ntec.  And  Hot.  it  ^eeIM^  wisest  I,,  a.lniit  Iranklv  that  he 
li.i.l  eeitaiii  laull>,  nr  at  lea,-l  {lemliar  .|iialities.  a.-  a  writer 
i-il  li.ive  limited  his  appeal.  His  fame  i>  .-veiire  enough  to 
-I'ld  any  tritici.-m.  and  it  is  ohviuiis  thai  !ie  will  never 
I  .'ive  the  nniver.sil  lumiage  that  is  his  dii-  if  his  admirers 
'!•'  nut  deal  fairly  with  tho,-e  who  <|iiestiMn.  not,  iKrliap.-.  hid 
-leatiie.-s,  hut  his  .-iipremaey  as  a  imvelist. 

In  point  of  verhal  style.  Halzae  is  n„i  a  ina.-ler.  He  has 
ImWi  well  def,.nded  against  the  purists  who  ohject  to  his 
iiM  of  t..ehnnal  term.-  and  the  like,  and  M.  I'.rnnetiere  has 
rereiitly  intimated  that  the  fa^-hion  of  .-neering  at  his  style 
has  heeii  carried  tiKi  far.  Many  powerful  and  charming  pages 
I. in  he  culled  from  his  hooks.  Hut,  ulieii  all  is  said,  it  is 
'iiiite  clear  that  he  does  not  helong  to  the  class  of  authors 
\^liose  command  (.f  style  makes  even  their  otlu.'rwi.^e  trivial 
work  more  or  Ic.-s  meniorahle.  Distinction  and  grace  are  not 
hi>  hy  divine  right.  He  knew  his  native  tongue,  and  he 
I'lhored  hard  to  make  it  a  [)liant  instrument  in  his  hands, 
i'lit  he  did  not  fully  succeed.  Yet  this  does  not  snrpri.sc  us 
-'■eatly  when  we  consider  that  his  was  a  large  rather  than  a 
tine  genius,  and  that  similar  charges  in  regard  to  stvle  have 
'"'■n  lodged  against  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  Cooper. 

Again,  it  seems  clear  that  faults  of  construction  ar.'  often 
MMl.le  in  his  novels.  He  de.<crihes  too  nimutelv.  and  is 
!f-i'"'iitly  slow  in  getting  his  action  started,  lie  is  also 
('rone  to  digress,  to  preach  a  sermon,  or  write  a  little  es.-ay, 
•mI  what  he  insists  on  telling  us  is  not  always  true  or  wijj. 
"!i  tile  other  hand,  perhaps  no  other  author  has  more  thor- 
"u-h!v  succeeded  in  making  us  familiar  with  the  environment 
<  I  1h>  characters  ami  in  imprc-^sing  us  with  it<  inlhience  upon 
t'i'iu.  His  method,  which  consists  in  accumulaling  details, 
liiay  be  a  tedious  one  at  times,  but  it  is  wonderfully  ctl'ective. 
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li  -li'Mihl  ill'  rriiH'iiilM  II  .1  ,il,-.i  ili.it,  ulicn  al  \u>  lii^st,  I 
1.-  (a|i.il>li'  I'l'  Li'viif.  II  iiiai  \il'iii-  ilf-(ri[iti()ns  nf  liiiidsc 
a>,   I'll'  I  \aiii|iN-.   Ill   til''    Ni'iwcL'ian  .-ccni.-   iii   '"St'-raplii 

mill,  nil    til iii;,ir\,   thai    >nriir  iiiiii|ii'iriit    (■ntic>   ma 

ihai    III-  ili-i-ri|il  i"ii-  111  i\|i  laial   iialiirc  air   rariitimis. 
iniili  Ml  III-  ii>  I'l'  rliai  he  hail  a  uciiiiiiir  Im\c  fur  iiatiir 
a  unai'i-   \"\r   t'"r  In-    I'l-llnw -iin'ii   in   thr  nn  irmiini'iit.' 
lia\r  [laia  \\   i  rrali'l   t"i'  i  liian-rl\cs. 

A  lliinl  I  haiLi-  a-aiii-t  I'.al/ac — aixl  tlii'  last  wf  slial 
MiliT — 1~  llial  III'  Mil  I  ml-  hi-t  with  liiu  anil  vicious 
actcrs.  mill  llial  i,imi'  hi-  \M>rk  i.-.  nn  tln'  wlioli'.  rep 
ami  111'  iiiiii-i'lf  iin!  a  iinMc  uriliT.  'I'hi>  char^fc  cxaspi 
liiiii  HI  111-  litiiiisii'.  avil  III'  ratliir  naively  ilrrw  up  a  lot 
'if  Ins  ^I'oil  lnriM-  ati'l  hrrniiir.-.  'riuTc  certainly  arc 
nriimu-  cliaiai  iii-  in  lii«  novels,  anil  it  may  he  ili 
wIu'IIht  his  ari-loriMi  ie  persmiaL:!'.-  are  so  hailly  drawn 
-iiiiietiiiii  s  ilaininl;  Inn  li  sieiii.-  safoi  to  ailiiiit  tlii 
mmui"Ii-i  1-  lri\e  a  il.,'pi'r  impro.-ioii  than  his  ^^ooil  iiiei 
his  pea.-anl>  aii<l  iiniif^'euis  than  his  dukes  and  did 
reihaps.  a-  hi-  adniirers  have  coiitendrd.  this  is  as  ti 
iil'e  as  of  t III'  "1 1  iiiiiaii  ( 'oiiii'iK "" :  \et  perhaps,  also,  it  wo 
liest  if  our  Lreat  iiovcli-ts  made  life,  as  it  oiiirli'  l--  ho. 
iiiijin --i\i'  ihan  they  do.  |'>iii  it  ri-ally  -eems  liypetc 
imt  to  iiirrpi  vii]iri'i,  m'ljstic  creations  like  the  char; 
L'ood  and  had.  in  tln'  ■'lliiiiian  Comedy"  with  the  thaiikf 
Lii'eai  art  d'Tiand-.  I'.al/.ac's  purpoM's  wer"  hij^di,  ai 
work  can  l>c  ri;id  with  safety  in  its  entirt'ty  hy  every  ] 
coiiipi'iiiil  111  raicje  at  uili  throiiLrh  the  uoi'ld's  masler] 
I'tr-oii^  v\lio  lire  cDmiii-lled  to  he  cautious  in  their  n 
should  111.  I  !i,ir\  .if  I'lal/ai — and  of  life.  .\nd.  after  al 
m.'iny  pi-., pi,.,  ulm.  i  rronnnisly  it  would  -ccin,  Imld  wit 
UilliV  .Ian;.  -.  that  llle  li\e-fl';inc  piece  is  tir.'  true  hi 
the  rr*/y//,/)V  ///////,////,,, ,l,j, .|  t  1 1 1  associat i H'/ \\  it li  that  ])i 
hero   in  actual    life'      1>   there   not   almost   a>   much  c; 
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r-miioetion    with    hterahire   a>    there   IS    m   ennMe.ii.m    with 
;i  li^'Kin  y 

'I'o  discuss  ade.|iiatelv   Halza."^  irien;-  as  a  novelist   would 
reijuirc  more  than  one  voiinnc,  and   far  nmrc  tiiaii  ordinary 
-  nlieal  ahilily.      |||.  inilu.'nee  iipu„  Ins  suee,  -.-..rs  in  the  art 
"f    fiction    is   acknowledged.       He    is    -ellerall.V    eonccded    to    l.e 
tiie   ./reatesf   ,,f   in..d,.rn    realists.    \et    he    i-;   ,i|-o  one   of    the 
LM.  at(>t  of  modern  runianeer<.    He  achieve,]  fjnr  success  in  the 
'ii-i'iricMl   roiiianee;  in  il„.  rnmanee  ,,f  in\.-tiei-ni  like  "Sera- 
I  'i'''i     and  in  the  nuiiaiiee  id'  ^lanioiir  and  poiirnant  interest 
like  the  "I'eau  (!.•  ChaLTin."  he  ha^  pmhahly  never  heen  siir- 
I'.iv-ed.      (i,  Mrisational   rnmaiue  he  oiilliiie.l  the  foundations 
"''  '*"•  'l«'t<'<'ti\e  tale  for  I'o,.  i.,  IniiM  ,,n.  and  in  th,'  lir,-t  three 
parts  of  th.'  -Sp!,.,,,!,.,!,-.  rt   Mi-erv>""  he  nut  r,Mly  aniicipate.l 
th"  liio-t   popular  work  „t'  the  youn-er   Duina^.  hut   perhaps 
Mirpa>sed  all  rival  frainer^  of  exeJtiiiL'.  clo^.ly  knit  p|,,ts.     In 
"I'ere  (;..nol""  he  reached,  fur  (n-M-e.  the  li i_rli-v\ a ler  mark  of 
trauic  intensity.      In   "lai-enie  (inindei-  he  m  i  iick   a>  deep 
•I  note  ,d'  path-.s  as  modern  liieraturc  knows  hesides  sound- 
in,::  the  depths  of  human  >elli>hn,  ss  and  con.-.trueIinL'  a  work 
'd'  almost   llawless  art.      In  ;,  d.,/en  n..vel,<  and  tale^  h,.  ludd 
ihe  mirror  up  to   provm.ial    lif,.  ;,~   n    dad   never  heen   dnne 
hejorc,  at  least  on  .-iieU  a  .-e:de.      In  ;.  'urn^pcndiii,.,   -,  .  ies  ,d' 
\wirks  he  made   I'aris.  with   its   theatres  and   hoiilevards.   its 
lanhoiir<:  St.    (lermain   and    its   deii.^  <d'   iniquitv.    il<    new-- 
pai'cr  olliccs   an<l    its   hanker>"   co,intin,i:-rooni>.  '  live    in   the 
wiM-inations  of  men  as  the  mo^t    fa.-cinatim:  of  cities.      In 
'•!,,-   I'ay.^^ans"  ho  treated  with  a  .'^feadv  h.ind   the  perennial 
'i-rarian  prohlein.      In  "I^.  Lv>  d.-m.  l,-i   \-,ill,V  he  tried  tlie 
^'•ntimental    hlyl.   and   in   a   score  -d'  st.u'ie^   h<.  dealt   -uhtly 
With  the  |)assions  that   make  or  mar  domi-tie  life.     Whether 
m    the    novel,   ,,r    in    the    nov.dette,   or    in    the   .-hurt    story. 
or   m   the  character  .-ketch.*   he   .^carcelv    let   a   year  ,:,^o   hy. 

•It  is,lim<iilt  to  scprtrule  the  nov.lolto,  li  form  ,4  (i,  lion  whi.h  Biilzao  mailc 
["-.•uluirly  his  ou„  fr.„„  tJu-  iiov.l  ,,n.|  .1,.-  ul,.  ,,r  .,hort  st.,rv  A„  a„..m„t  „,  a„ 
wilSljae  ijvcu  made  m  ttit-  Hibliotcnil'liii  al  Nut,- 
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att.M-  he  ;itt;unc(l  In^  iimiuritv.  withciii  pnHluciiii,'  something 
nnt:i\>U:  11  is  work  ,n  I  ii.' .loiniiiii.,!' politic- aii-l  v,,-ir  irniauK'd 
i"eo;H|,l,.tc.  and  he  did  not,  to  all  mi,.,,,.,  and  purpo.,-.  touch 
the  sea,  hut  in  the  nuiuc  of  his  aehicv(.ni..ms,  and  in  the 
iJunihrr  .,f  Ins  tnuinphs  in  all  ihr  ,jrnrrs  of  fh-tion,  lu-  semis 
t..  be  unsurpassed  in  Idonit,,,-,,  |I,.  j,  ^  master  of  overv 
i-nmtion-a  writer  of  tra-edy.  m(d,)drama.  and  eomedv— su- 
[•n|ni,.  in  at  least  the  tuc  former,  in  spite  of  his  aihuitted 
deieeis.  and  hy  no  mean,  a  failure  in  the  last,  n-twith- 
standim:  tho  rath,  r  heavy  ,piality  of  his  humor. 

Hut  although  it  is  imp,.ssd)!e"f.,r  evn  a  eursory  reader  to 
'''■''     •'"•  ^'-''''ig^   and  \arieiy  and  general  power  ed  the  "Human 
'.'"    ■  ''";'"  ''  '•"  'I"'''-  pos.^ihle  for  persons  to  dislike  whole  see- 
""         '   ''"'  ^^'"■'^'-  '■'  '•'■<'ry  pMrtieular  hooks,  and  to  set   up 
fnyorite  noy.liMs  of  ,l„,r  own  against  the  great    Krenehman. 
It    IS  alM,  po-Mhl,.  |„  maintain.  wi;h  jusiiei..  that   I'.a'/.ae,  in 
111-   -unnMiio   noy,.ls.    in    "Ku-enie   Craiidet."   "Pere   (ioriot." 
■•"kI   :,   n-w  otheiv.  does  not   suri)ass.   perhaps  does  not   ,.,,ual, 
";'-'-'in  <.!h.T-  of  the  world's  great  noyelisls.     "is  men.  ran-(' 
ef   uork   to  oiitwrigh  (pialily--  ,ome  readers   may  a-k.      ^'es 
•""!    ""       h'--nii:e  that    means  no  more  than   vrsa'tiiitv  ought 
not  I.,  oPiuoi^h  (pialiiy.     A  -T.^ni  Jones"  or  a  "Don  (^^iiix,,',.." 
reyeals  a  greater  -,  nius  than   a   dozen  exeell, mt    and  widely 
r^ni-in-    noyols    mi-ht.      Fiiit    when    tho    rang.,    is.    lit. .rally 
sp.viking.  so  tr..m..ndous  as  almost  |,>  rover  life  in  its  entin^tv  : 
wh.'n  in  that  raiiLv  of  work  a  surprising  numh.r  of  undouht.'d" 
inn-t.Tpieivs  ]<  found  :  \vhen  great  salient  ex.rllenees  are  di.s- 
•';"'■'''■''•  ••""'   "'""   ■■>   "iii'l"*'  M"'ilihv  hinds  th..  whni^.  i„N,  a 
sm-lo  .•.meivie  work  of  art  that  has  no  p..er  in  lit.'ralure.  w.. 
"i:iv   \,  i-y  w.ll  a>k  ..ursehvs  whether  sueh  a   hody  of  fi,.ti„n 
'■""hi  hav..  he.Mi  pnidmrd  hy  any  less  potent  a  persona-.,  than 
the  suprcm..  iinv.di  t   ,.f  th.'  worl.l. 

^Biit  ,an  all  this  he  pr.Mlieat..,]  of  the  "Ilumnn  ("oniody"? 
With   r.gar.l   to  its  nmge  and   its  included  mastorpieees,'  no 
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itiorc  oaii  he  said  licr(>.  With  rc;rai(i  lo  '<'>  >aliriii  .■\ccllcua'S, 
its  chicl'  (|ualitics.  a  i'rw  uor'ls  imisl  sullicc.  It  mav  fairly  bo 
chiiiiKMi  tliat  I'.alzai'"s  main  iwccllcucc  i>  his  pdWi'i  of  charac- 
t -ri/aiKiii,  whicli  is  dcpeinlcnl  jiarlly  upon  Ins  iiuimtr  and 
failhfid  (ihscrvatiKU.  partly  upon  hi.-  diviii'  ..  M  >f  intuition. 
Il  was  lliis  power  that  made  Taiiie  rank  J;;i!,;:,-  with 
Sl.iiKe-pcafc  and  St.  .Simon  as  an  exti'ao  ' .<\:)v\  -t'>rrho'isc>  of 
dociimcnts  (,n  human  nature  It  is  ,  i,-  ihal  make-  M. 
BrunetiiTe  l.iy  .stress  iijion  llal/.ae's  *^Mft  to  niaki  Iniii,-."  It  is 
tliis  that  eau-es  some  ot  us  t..  tVel  tiiat  ho  was  ••(■ndovscd  with 
tliat  'ah^ohite  dramatic  vi>ion'  which  ili-tiiitruishes  Homer 
nnd  Shakespraiv  and  Chau.'cr.""  P.oth  in  the  numhcr  of  Ids 
personajies  and  in  ilic  maniu'r  of  their  prc.-eiitatioii,  especiallv 
perha})s  in  the  ca>c  of  Ins  women,  he  i-  ui!i(pie  amoni:  novel- 
Jst.s;  and  such  a  jiower  of  creatiii^u'  <haracter.-  seems  to  ap- 
pro.xiniate  a  finiti'  man  as  nearly  to  the  divine  as  is  po.-,-il)li'. 
Ilis  ^'ood  charact.r>  may  not  he  e(|u,il  to  his  had  one.s  hut  his 
bad  ones  alone  W(aild  almo.-i  entitle  i  im  to  the  praise  just 
given.  J'!ulipi)e  liridaii  (-A  P.achelor'.-  i-:>tahlislim.'nt"")  and 
^Ime.  MarneUe  ("La  ('ou>ine  liette"")  are  hrother  and  iji.-ter  to 
Jap». 

In  mere  description  Halzac  sueeeed>  admirahly.  altlii)U,<rh. 
except  in  rare  instances,  not  supremely.  As  an  evoker  of  the 
past  he  is  inferior  to  others,  hut  hy  no  means  lo  he  desj)i.-ed. 
As  a  philosophic  student  of  society  he  is  uni'Ven,  hut  nearly 
always  su^rg,,<t;v(..  As  an  investi.-rator  of  the  mysterious 
world  that  li(s  lieyond  the  reach  of  our  ordinary  senses,  he  has 
prol)ahly  never  heeii  surpa^-ed  in  fiction.  la  throwim; 
glamour,  in  creatin,ir  niteii.-e  interest,  he  holds  Ids  own  willi 
any  writer  of  any  age.  Imleed.  I'rol'es.xor  Saintshurv  has 
gone  cj  far  as  to  regard  his  faculty  of  investing  details  "with 
a  peculiar  magical  halo  or  mirage"  as  uin<iue  auA  as  due  to 
the  fact  that  Ralx.ae  posses.-cd  a  poetic  imaginalion  almost, 
though  nut  quite,  worthy  of  a  very  great  poet.      In  stressing 
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''"■^  l"'''nli.ir  .|ii.ilily  n{  l!nl/.,„-V  inu-,„,,iinn  th,.  Kni,r]ish 
'''■""■  '''''^  niMl,.,v,i  iuiM  ;,  ,„,Minr  MTvic,..  altiiunul,  uc  shall 
I'"'  liii'l  ii'i'-  111''  mu.iiir  iHiidici:  ,,iialiiv  n.tVnv,!  tn  almve 

''""  "'''"  '-'!'■"  'I".->1HV'      It  >..iii^i..|„.  n..iiiiimT|...  than 
■'  '''■"'''   "'■  ''"■  ■'irli<-'l'"n  nf  thai   pniMipi,.  ,,r  cMlnlination 

"*.'■''•■"■•"•"■'■■  "I'"''  '^  I'i^  .i.l.'l  r,,M,ril,Ul„.n  .„  ,h,.  rv„luti..n 
"'  '"'""I  I'  '"■"1-  iin.l,TM.MHl.  ,,f  c.urM..  tlial  his  -.'ift  to 
""'"■  ''^"'-'    "■'>  ■■'  '"'Hi, tin,,    ,„v,v,!,.,„    ,,..  thi>  ah,,li~.ation 

*.'""■''"'■'"""    "'■    I '-'^    '''■•■nv„    .-hara.-t..,-.    wn„l,|    ,H,k,,   ,,,„. 

'"^""'  "'"""  '"MlnuM,!,.,!.  \-„r  „,,.  H,lza,V  r,,;,nliiiation 
"'   '■■''■"■■""'■-  M,.vr..rnl   h,.,,.!..  h,.  rarruMi    it   nut   a,vonIing 

'"  •■'   -"-'•^'-••''   |'liil--i|ihHai   -,■!„. ,,.,■.  linkin^r  [ ],  in  l,n„k  in 

'"■''"■  '"    '"'"'   ■'    ■'"'"■'■  '"■   !'■>>   suni,iriri,-al    « Iml,.       |t    niay 
•"■"'  li"'viira!  to.av   II.  hut   it  apprat-  m  h.  a  fart  that  the 
'''•'^'""~'"  ''"    "ll":.:.'!!!  CntiH-ir-a;,,]  IN  in,n„,,,l,.t.nrssan. 
"  ■■"hT.  nf  .^liulit  .•nu...,|iu.nc,.      What  i,^  of  ih,.  hi-h,'st  fon^.- 
''"'•"•"    '^   ''"■    '■^"■'    'i''"    I5^il^ac-    thr   ani^t.    not'lJalzao   the 
Minhni  ,,r  >.M-i.iy.  hy  i iilnpuva vi n-  I hfnii-i.ont   his  works  the 
i'"-"ni-nr  hi-  livini;-,harari,.,-s.,,v..  hi,-  iva.h.rs  -for  the  first 
"""■  '■'   ''"■  ^'""^''^  "'    !"■"-•  fi<''ion.  Ih,.  vivi,l  an,!   incvitahh. 
■MUM.  ni  trav,  ,•-,,,:.■  a  r,ai  an,!  tati-iLlr  aial  u,i|,       tvd  worhl."* 
//'■    <.p<in:l    un    an    unHiullr,!    u-'.ri.l.      j'.nt    that    is    what 
""""■'    '""I    ^i'.'il^'-l-an.    ,!n    fnr    ,  hr    nHlnral;    it    is    what 
"■"""  •■""'    ^'i'""i  '1"   i'"-  111-  -uiHTiiaiiirah      If  \V,x\t,,'  does 
!'"'  '"'  "^-  '"'"'  '■'"•''"•"•■Hnraland  Inr  i l,o  MiiuTnatural,  and 
7."'"^    '"   '^"   ■'■   'I'"-   I'"   '""    ar,-n,npli-h   what   no  other 
""^HiM  has  ,.ver  do,,,.,  and  ,s  hr  not  worihv  tn  rank  witJi  the 

^''■""^'  "''  ''"■  """""■'••'!-'  Il  Houhl  >erni  that  he  is  "with 
'''""^"■"='  '''"'"  "'■"'"'■'•"■'">■  "l.i>  .1- of  ,.o;,rdination  upon 
"  '-i-l  M  .,1..  rnak,  -  up  fnr  h,>  hu-k  of  .|,.|i,-a.-v  and  soreness  of 

';"•'•''  -■i".'lnu-  iliat  Ih,.  true  iinniortal  or 'uivmniaii  slioidd 
ui>pLi\ 


»TI,; ,.,,,.,, 

■•A  l.il.r;:n  .,1   :i;, 
ViUivitalih,;!!::^;  :,,r  Man  h.  i:..^ 


•.i>!-l..lfrwni„.,  „rii,-l,.  .y  tlm  urit.Tl,,  Th,- Ml,, „li,' M„ntHy  for 
.^■.  .iu..au„„„,„a  „|,.a..r..  ,.k..„  fr,„„  an,„h..r  pajK-r  ,.r1me.l  in 
'Y'  'l~   I.'-!   I.u.raiurr,'-  i,i„|  als,  m.iii  an    irticlc  i 


iu  r/ie  Inter- 


GENERAL  INTKODrCTION  xxxix 

Wc  are  now  laiul.'d  full  upon  the  vexed  f|Ue>ti()n  of  the  posi- 
tion to  he  assipied  iJalzai'  writings  in  the  worhl's  literature, 
and  with  a  few  remarks  ii,M,n  this  suhjeet  we  iua\  brin,-:  our 
introduction  to  a  elose.  It  is  ([uite  aj)pareu;  that  Balzac's 
j:enume  devoteeri  will  never  he  satisfied  with  aceordin^r  him 
any  positi(m  short  of  the  highest.  We  have  already  seen  that 
Taine  ranked  him  with  Shakesi)eare.  I'mfosor  Harry 
Thurston  Peck  has  recently  expressed  the  hclief  "that  at  tho 
last  his  name  will  be  placed  higher  still  than  Shakespeare's,  at 
the  very  apex  of  the  [linnade  of  literary  fame."  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  equally  apparent  that  even  in  France  competent 
critics  are  somewhat  grudging  of  their  praise,  and  that  a 
'irgo  nund)er  of  Balzac's  readers  and  admirers  throughout 
the  world  stop  short  of  rapturous  cntluisiasm  for  his  work. 
Shall  we  assume  eitlier  of  these  positions,  or  shall  we  occupy 
an  intermediate  one? 

It  would  seem  that  the  phrase  used  above— to  the  effect  that 
Balzac  is  with  or  perhaps  near  the  true  immortals  rather  than 
of  them— aifords  us  a  safe  ixL-ition.  To  represent  ISalzae  as 
the  ecpial  or  superior  of  Shakespeare  or  Homer,  Danio  or  Mil- 
ton or  (Joethe,  is  to  attribute  to  him  Olympian  qualities. 
Olympian  writers  impress  us  with  the  sen>e  of  divine  achieve- 
ment rather  than  of  human  or  gigantic  or  even  titanic  etl'ort. 
Their  distiniruishing  mark  is  their  perfect  sennit v  accom- 
panying tlawlessness  of  accomplishment.  I'.ut  Balzac's  ac- 
complishment is  not  ilawle.ss.  nor  is  his  power,  stupendous 
though  it  be,  serene.  lie  is  a  majestic  'i'itun  who  emerges 
upon  heights  of  his  own,  which  are  not  tho.-^e  of  Olympus. 
Perhaps  the  view  from  these  heights  of  his  is  more  extended 
than  that  from  Olympus,  but  when  he  has  lifted  us  on  the 
wings  of  his  imagination  to  his  lofty  realm,  do  we  find  the 
"ampler  ether,"  the  "diviner  air"  that  we  breathe  upon  Olym- 
pus? Some  of  us  do  not,  and  we  slial!  never  be  able  to  do  so 
while  Greek  traditions  of  classical  perfection  iiold  their  due 
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l;'^"'*'   'n  ""r   'v,„r,i.      ,.„j   ,„   ,„.,„   ._^^^_  ^^^^^   dassioi.ts    and 
tlHTc  Mrms  t(,  i..  „,.  ..,.,.1  ,v;,.o„  ^,hv,  tc'ste.1  I,v  mmantic  or 
'-thic  .st;in,lanl>.  I'.alza,.  .h,,a|,|  „nt  be  held  to  1,:    tlie  -M-eatost 
wnter  that  .ver  livd.      1|..  i,,.  „,„,,  ;„  ,,i,„^  „,,,^^,  ^t",,,^^^^^ 
'""I  ol   van.tv  and   mu-u^My  of  qualdv,  than  can  ho  found 
elsewhere.      This   is   pruhal.iy   o„e   reason   why   he  is  makin- 
■<o  strong  an  aj.j.eal  to  the  coniidex,  turbulent  world  of  the 
present  day.      His  u„rk  hohl,  by  dran.a,  which  is  always  and 
'■vervwhen.  int.  resting,  and   by  sneial   history,   which  ,s  par- 
ticularly int.Trstin-  tu  this  -en..ration.  and  will  probably  in- 
t<'r...-t  many  a  p.ieration  to  conie.      il.nee  it  is  not  unreason- 
;"'•■'"  l-l'"vc  that   lialzac.  nmre  than  any  other  writer,  has 
(Jh.  iuMuv  With  Inn,.      15,,,  ,he  sense  for  j„.rfeetion  cannot  die, 
■■""I.  It  tl,e  Olyniinatis  are  ey.r  e..nii.lei,.Iy  or  eyen   partially 
"vcrthrown.  ti.ey  will  re.^■^n  th-.r  a.^cendency  when  order  re- 
I".H-  -hao..  ,„  th,.   I,fe  nf  nH„.      Yet,  whateyer  the  yicissi- 
t"d,-  nj   \n.   fan.e.  .»f  one  thin^r  we  may.  it   ^yould  seem    be 
j-ur,..  lial.ae  w,ll  neyer  be  anything  less  to  posterity,  should 
;|i>  l:ke  „.,t   en.erge  in  after  ages,  tiian  the  most  yictorious 
I  ilan  ,n  hierary  history,  and  the  master  novelist  of  the  world 
N'.r  u.il  ,be  irtie  fan,e  nf  th..  great  man  be  eclipsed  or  extin- 
guished by  the  eyer  increasing  glory  of  the  writer. 

W.   P.  TiiJiNi. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE* 

Tho  df.'finitivo  odition  of  Balzac's  works  oonsistii  of  twenty- 
fivo  octavo  volumes.  One  of  those  contains  his  iniscdlant'ous 
correspondence,  one  his  letters  to  Mine.  ILuiska  ("Lottres  a 
I  fttrangere),  one  his  dramas,  one  the  "Contes  Drolaticiues,"' 
and  four  his  mi.<celhuieous  f)rose.  ineludiiii,'  skeleiu'.'^,  tales, 
and  es.siys  of  one  sort  or  another.  The  remaininij  seventeen 
volumes  are  filled  with  th.'  various  divisions  of  the  Com.'dic 
Ilumainr.  which  runs  as  follows.  .\n  asterisk  indicates  the 
title  of  a  short  story  or  sketch ;  a  daj^p'r,  of  a  novcdette.  The 
remainrler  are  novels  or  romances.  The  numeral  followini,' 
indicates  the  vclume  of  the  present  translation  in  whicli  tiie 
story  may  be  found : — 


]^:tudes  de  MrF.rKs. 

SCENES   PE   L.\    VIK   PRIVKE. 


t  Ija,  Maison    dn    Chat-qni-Pelote 

(VII.) 

t  Le  Bal  A  e  Soeaux.     ( v  1 1 . ) 
M^moirea   <le  Denx   Jeiines  Ma 
ri^es.     (ix.) 

*  La  Konrse.     ( vii.) 
Mode.ste  Mignon.     (xii.) 

Ua  Debut  dans  la  Vie.     ( xi. ) 
t  Albert  Ha  varus,     (xix.) 
t  La  Vendetta,     (xviii. ) 
t  Une  Double  Famille.     ( xi. ) 

*  La  Paix  dn  Menage.     ( v. ) 

*  Madame  Firmiani.     (vii. ) 

*  fetude  de  Femme.     (v.) 

t  La  Fausse  Maitresae.     ( v. ) 
f  UneFillod'fe 


*  Le  MeasaKP.     ( .\. ) 

*  La  Grt'iiadirre.     (  x. ) 

*  La  Feiniiie  Atiandoiinee.     (x.) 
t  Honorinc.     (  viii. ) 

Keatrix.      (  xiii.  ; 

t  Gob.Keck.     (x.) 
La  Fenime  do  Trent-*;  Aiis.      (  x. ) 
Le  Per©  Uoriot.      (  x  x  vi.  ; 

t  Le  Colonel  Chalnrt.     (  \  v  1 1 1 . ) 

*  La  Messo  <le  PAflit'e.     (  xn. ) 
t  L'Interdif'tion.     (xiv). 

t  IiB  Contrat  de  Mariage.  (xi. ) 

*  Autre  Ktude  de  Femine.     ( \ . ) 

(Incinde-s   "La  Grande  Bre- 
teche  ") 


ve.     (ix. ) 

♦Copyright,  1900,  by  Thomas  Y.  Croweli  &  Company, 
(xii) 
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HHil.KH,!;  M'lllCAI.  NOTE 


l^rsulf   Mirou't.     (vi.) 


KuKi'iiii'Gnnclft.     (v.) 
Lo  LvH  dans  la  Vall.f.     ■:  \\  ii.  j 
t  I'il'rrcltr.      (Ml.  1 
t  l.i^  Cun-  (ie  'I'oiirs,     (vii.  i 
J-'V  lialMmiilcii.sf   (  Uii    .'\r'iia>;f  de 
f  !;ni;oii. )     (vitr.) 
*  I.'Illiistru    (iauili.ssart.      iWvi) 
Lii     Must"     <)ii      Di  {Kirtcment. 
(  X  X  \ . ) 


\    vrK    I>K    I'RiiVINf^K. 

t  !-.  Vi.illc  Fille.  (XIV.) 
t  Li- Cahimt  (ie.s  Aiiti<|n»'8.  (xiv.) 
Illasiorm  I'lTdin-H.  [I.  i^s 
D(u»  {'(xtes.  II.  Un  Grand 
Homme  de  I'rovincf  A  I'ari^. 
(XVI.)  III.  Lf.'s  SoiiilranccH 
(if  rinvcntcur.J     (av.  ) 


SCiCNES  I)K    I. A    \  IK   P\RI-IKN.VK. 


Hi.st<)irede*<  Tnuc.  (I.  |  Fcria- 
KU.--.  II.  j  L.i  Duclufwt'd,. 
I>;ingiais.    HI.  ■  Ln  Fillt-an.\ 

Ypiix  1 1 '(>]■.]      '  X.Vi  .) 
('(■'.sir  i;irt)tu-aii.      i  \  \\  ii.) 
t  l.tM   M'trctH  d.>    lii    l'nn(v.s,s,-    ,1,. 
".loiU'liail.       (.WVll.) 

*  KaeinoCani'.      (  \  \.\ii.) 
*Sarra.siiir.      i\\\ii.) 

*  i'u'ri(M;rasson.     (.v.  ) 

La  Consiue  IJftte.      (xxi.) 
I-i;(  'ipii.sin  I'oi;,.      (  vxii.) 

*  t'n  lidMirrie  d'.\ffaiies.      (xwii.) 
I  i.a  .Mai.MiM   Xucingcn.     (.xvii.) 

^pliiidems  i-t    .Mi-rres  dcsConr- 
tisknes.     [I.    Comment   Ai- 


imnt  les  Fillee.  II.  A  Com- 
l)ieii  I'Anmiir  lit-vient  aax 
VieillarcW^,  III.  On  M.'nent 
lea  Mauvaux  Chemin.s. 
(xxiii.  I  IV.  Ij»  Dernirre 
Inciirnatioii  de  Vautrin.] 
(xxiv.) 

*  Un      Prince     (ie       la      Bohfeine. 

(xxxii.) 
*(Jaudi.s.s;irt  II.     (xxxii.) 
LfS  Kmidoyi's.     (xxiv.) 

*  Le.s    Coiut'dieiis  san.s    Ie  Savoir. 

(xxvi.) 
l^s   Pet  its    Bonr^eois    (left  na- 
lini.shed).     \xxviii.) 


S(  KNES    HE  I,A    VIE   MIMTAIRE. 


I.f.s  Climiaus.     (  xxi  v. ') 


I'ue     Passion     dans    Ie    Desert. 

(XX  IX.) 


HCK.NKS    PK  Lv    VIE    POLITIQUE. 

rn     i;pi.s,.ie    M,u.s     la    Terrenr.  LEnvens    de  I'Histoire  Conteiu- 

,.      •p;^''"'  ix)rain(-.     (XXXII.) 

I  nel..n,I,r..a..>  Affair...     (xxx.)  Le   D.-pnt.>    d'Arci.s   (left  unfin- 

/.  Marcas.     (xx.xii.)  igjj^j)      {xxxi.) 


BIBLK  KiRA  I'l  1 ICA  I,  N(  >TE 

SCkNKS   DK  LA   VIK   I)K  (  AMl'Ad.VK. 


zliii 


Le      Medeoiu 

(xvin.) 


lie        Caiupugne. 


LeCure  <Ie  VillnKe.     (xix.) 
Le.1  I'aysans.     ^  xx.) 


KTUDKS  PHILOSOPHK^UBS. 


Ijk  Peau  <le  Chagrin,     (i. ) 

*  Jt'sna-Chri.st  en  Flandrc     ( i.) 

*  Melnioth  liiconcilit',     (i.) 

*  Le  Cluf  (l'(Euvre  Inconnii.     m. 
t  Ganibara.     (iii.) 

t  .M:i8siiuilla  Doni.     (vi.) 

IjB  Keohtnlu-  tie  I'Absolu.     (ii. 
t  L'F'.ufaiit   Maiidit.     (xii.) 
t  LeH  Maraua.     (ii. ) 

*  Adieu,     (ii.) 

*  Le  Ht'qui.-iitionuaire.     (li.) 
*E1  Verdugo.     (ii.) 


*  Un    I)i.   lie    ;iu    Hold    de   la   Mer. 
(v..) 

*  L'Aiiberjie  Konge.     fvi.) 

*  L'KIixir  dc  Loni:ue  Vie.     (iv.) 
t  -Maitre  Conit'lins.      (iv. ) 

Sur  Catherine  de  Mi'dici.s.  [L 
t  Le  Martyr  Calviiiiste.  IL 
t  La  Confidence  des  KiigKieri. 
*HL  Le.sl)en\  Keves.J  (m.) 

*  Les  Proscrit.'i.     ( iv,  ) 

t  Louis  Lambert,     (iv.) 
Serapbita.     (iv.) 


Etudes  analytiqcks. 


I.«i    Physiologic   du    Mariage. 
(xxxiii.) 


I'etites    Mi>;res  de   la   \'ie  ('diiju- 
gale.      (XXXIIl.i 


To  tho  al)(ivt>  Balzac  would  have  addoil  uvcr  iifiv  novels  ami 
tales  had  he  lived  to  carry  out  his  dcsi^r„s.  The  '•  Ktudcs  .\iia- 
Iyti<|iies,"  not  heiii^'  fiction  strictly  .«|)cakiiiir,  an-  not  alwavs 
included  iu  trau.slatiouri  of  the  "C'ometiy." 


(EUVEES   UK    JEL'NKSSK. 


L'lfer'tiere  de  BiniKne. 

Jean  Louis. 

(Motilde  de  Lasignan. 

Le  Centenaire. 

Le  Vicaire  des  Ardennes. 


La  Derniere  F/'e. 

Ar>.'ow  le  Pirate. 

Jane  la  Pale  (  Waiin-Chlore). 

L'E.veoininnnie. 

Doin  (;igadaa. 


Tho  youthful  works  are  not  included  in  tho  dofinitive  edi- 
tion. The  two  stories  last  named  may  not  have  heen  written 
by  Balzac. 
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»1'V  Hnu.I(..,R\|'iiicu.  NOTE 

N-o  luhIin,-rap!nV,-,l  ,,0,,.  .„„hl  \n-  .•o,,,,,!,.,,  ,l,at  ,l,d  n„t 
";<•"•■"■'  -l->-nv,.  „r,.,,,lv.ll  lHbl,n,ra,.hu.al  .nfur.nati.m 
••''"""   I>.il^i-^',  il.r  wnmvMv  -Ih.t.iir,.  ,les  (Kuva-s  dc  U    de 

"■'"''''•    ''-^^  ""■  ^'"""""'  '!'■  -^1 ll'«Tcli  d,.  I.ov..nj,.uI.     Valua- 

''";,"•  '■'  ""•  •■'''■1--I..UV  .1,.  ia  ConH.dH.  lIuMiaim-."  I.v  MM 
.Tlarrand  CiiriMnpl,,..  -.v  .M, .„,„„■  nf  H.  d.  Halzac  "  by 
KM<lu.nm-     |'n>.„n     Woruu.i.v.    m.uains     Mn.e.     Surv'illo' 


"nrrntiv..  and  utlur  unpurtant  m.uhvs  ,.f  infonnation      W.-d- 
"".r..s  "[.ii-,.  of  II„Mu,v  d..   |'.al/a,-.-  ,„   tl„>  "(in.at   Writers-' 


^•■MfS,   IS  Sllinr( 


'W*--nv..:nMlha.an.,.rull„ld.n.,.a,,!.v.      Barriore-s 

I^nuur..,,.  H.  del!al.a..-and   Fla>VK>snis  sur  Balzac" 

;n-ni>h   ..|alM,r,,i,.  mUn.m.      Sinj;],  ,.ssavs   hv   Tamo    Z„M 

Ki.MH.t.  Il,.nrv  Jamr.,  (;,.,„•<:,.  .Mo„n..  and  II.  T.  IVck  Uould 

^.1^0  be  ...nsuh.d.  a.  wHl  as  tlu-  pa^cs  devutrd  to  Balza.  by 

;|n.>on  and  nrn„,,H,r,.  i„  ,,H.ir  rc.sp.v,u-.  histories  of  French 

:'rann-e.  I  h,,,a,,,.,.Vn.n,arks  are  e.pe..ially  valuable,  as, s 
.'l>o  us  add,v..  at  ,he  15a-::a,.  ..r.t.nary  celebration  at  Tours. 
vun.h  ,s  u.nl  as  an  inir,,diut,on  to  Miss  Worn.eley-s  "The 

-onal  (.pn.ions  „f  „,.„„,,  do  BaIzac-'-,<,od  Elections 
tromth,  nnM.,.llan.„u>  prose.     The  three  chapters  tn  Wells' 

A  <  .Mlnry  o.  Kn.nch  F...tion-'  g,ve  au  excellent  account  of 
tlieevulutionof  Balzac's  work. 

W      1'.    TlJKNT 


NOTE    ON    THE    ORDER    OF    READING    THE 
"COMEDY"* 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  tliat  f..r  many  readers  the 
"Human  Omiedy"  is  a  large  lakr  .,r  sea  into  wliiel.  tliey  dare 
not  plunge,  or  a  labyrinth  tlu-y  hesitate  to  enter  without  a  elue 
or  a  rugged,  inaccessible  region  for  the  exploration  of  wlueh 
they  need  a  guide.     It  is  true  that  Halzae  has  himself  care- 
fully drawn  a  plan  of  the  storeys  and  chambers  of  his  un- 
finished edifice;  but  to  go  through  a  bodv  of  fiction  with  a 
plan  as  some  t.-urists  go  through  a  picture  galkrv  with  a  guide 
book  IS  not  altogether  inspiring  work.     Yet  i"i  one  attacks 
the  "Comedy"  at  random,  one  is  as  likely  as  rot  to  be  repulsed 
disastrously.     At  least  two  very  intelligent  readers  are  known 
to  the  present   writer  to  have  been  aliei^ated  from  Balzac 
because  the  first  book  of  his  that  tiiev  read  happene.I  to  be 
"Memoires  de  Deux  Jeunes  Mariees."     The  Balzacian  will 
reply  that  this  was  not  giving  the  great  novelist  a  fair  chance. 
True,  but  how  many  readers  can  be  relied  upon  to  do  such 
justice  of  their  own  accord  ;  and  how  much  better  it  would  be 
if  a  well-trodden  path  led  the  wav  into  the  extensive  domains 
not  merely  of  Balzac  but  of  all  .,,  at  authors.     Some  adven- 
turous spirits  prefer,  of  course,  to  break  their  own  wav  in,  but 
these  are  in  a  decided  minoriiy. 

Plans  of  reading  designed  for   the   benefit  of  intending 

students  of  Balzac  are  not  wanting.     One  bv  M.  Ali-honse 

Boule,  made  some  thirty  years  ago,  is  given  in  J.ovenjoul, 

Histoire  des   (Euvres,"  pp.   382-389    (third  edition).     The 

underlying  principles  of  this  plan  are  hard  to  discover,  and 

•CopjTiglit,  1900,  by  Thomas  Y.  Crowell  &  Company, 
(iiv) 
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il  MTiii>  nciill,>.-  t'p  ivpruiiiiir  It.  AiKidicr  |il;in,  [irul.;il,|y 
lionunMl  |,y  liif  ,^;niriinj|  ,.r  r.alxac  liiiii>r|f.  iiiiiv  be  (l.Tivfd 
I'rnni  l,..vrnjnul.  pp.  ■.' 1 : -■J-.'ii,  In  i.s|:,  li,,.  iiovfli.q  d. -vised 
a  "('ai,ih,-ii,.  ,,f  ill,.  un;k>  iliat  'TIk-  JIuiiiaii  ("o.-iu'dy"  will 
'""■•li'i"  II'  ill''  IhmiK.-  that  never  appeared — which  are  in 
italic-— III'  nriiit;-(l  .nid  ihc  r,riler  of  the  remaining'  works  be 
fiijidwci].  We  iiiiw  ail  iiiirlliirihle  plan  nf  reading',  which,  it  is 
imly  fair  to  .mipjimm'.  was  prepared  by  Ralzac  with  (oiisiv.'jrable 
care.  Siiil  the  (,ri|rr  ;:iven  does  riot  seem  to  dilfer  siiMicicntlv 
rroin  thai  ..f  tiir  I  ».liiiit  ive  Kditioii  (fidlowed  l»v  Loveiijoul 
in  his  hiMint:rapliy  profu-r)*  |.)  make  it  worth  while  to  re- 
produce It  here,  liesides,  as  we  have  already  had  occasion  to 
note.  i;al/ac's  divi-ions  of  his  work  and  groupings  of  his 
-lories  an'  liable  to  not  a  little  unfavorable  criticism. 

Another  order  of  reading,  liased  on  the  chronology  of  the 
novels  and  tal('>,  may  he  derived  from  Lovenjoid  (pp.  :515- 
ov;S)  as  well  as.  appro.ximately.  from  the  bibliographical  de- 
tails thai  piecede  the  introductions  given  in  the  present 
edit  ion.  lint  the  chronology  of  many  of  the  novels  is  a  very 
mixed  atl'air,  and,  after  all,  such  a  plan  of  reading  is  more 
suited  to  the  needs  of  a  student  of  Jialzac's  development  than 
of  a  reader  who  is  thinking  more  about  his  own  enjoyment 
and  profit.  It  is  by  no  means  certain  that  reading  by  chrono- 
loiri,.;,!  of.i.T  will  produce  the  ma.ximum  of  enjoyment  or  even 
"f  1  oinpiviK  iiHoii.  hence  no  attemiit  at  a  chronological  list  of 
llie  noveN  .-liall  be  made  Iktc.  The  reader  who  wishes 
Mich  a  li-i  and  has  not  access  to  I/.vcnjoul  will  find  the  three 
chapt.  r-;  devoted  to  I'.alzac  in  Wells's  "A  Century  of  French 
Kietioii-  very  serviceable.  A  chronological  list  based  on  the 
date-;  of  action  of  the  several  novels  would  furnish  a  rational 
plan  of  p  adiiiM-.  bnt  a  very  confusing  one.f    Similarly,  the 

•S(C  HililiLLTiijiiir:!!  N,,!,-,  V,,l.  I. 

t  Fnr  ix.iin|.!,.,  ihis  ,,luti  «,,iiia  make  readers  Ix'Kin  witli,  .sav,"  U-s  Prascrit*,"  an.l 
weiiM  H„,ii  hn,a  tliom  in  "Sur  CatlnTitiL'  do  M.-aicis."  or,  bcKiuiiltiK  later,  they 
iviiiil'l  (mil  "  I.rs  Chnuaus  "  leiMlingiip  to  "SOraphita." 
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"f'omc.lv"  ,„ay  he  nw[  jicunlin-  t,.  iho  In.aliti.'s  in  wliich 
it^  Viirious  stories  an"  laid. 

A  M.rt  of  (..Irrtic  plan  of  reading;  ,.„„  hv  found  in  the  table 
of  (■.Miicnis  of    M.    i'.aiTioivV  ••I/iKuvrc  d,    JI.   d."   lialzac." 
This  critic   f(,ll,,«s   in    tiu'   mam   JJalzac"^  own  order  of  di- 
vision. I.nt  lie  -roii|,s  noNcis  accordin-  to  certain  principles, 
puch  as  the  coniinualion  of  important  ciiaractcr,-  from  story 
to  storv  or  the  po>M'.->iori  of  a  common  or  contrasted  subject 
matter.     Some  such  eclectic  plan  carried  out  in  Knater  detail 
is  probablv  (I,,-  best  that  can  b.-  devised  at  preseni  for  tbe  use 
of  read.Ts  who  approach  Ral/ae  for  the  first  time  and  tlin.n^di 
the  medinm  of  a  translation.      Mechanical  exi^M'ticies  of  pnb- 
lieation  prevent  the  followiiij,-  of  such  an  order  of  arranjjeinent 
in  any  nurmal  edition,  nor  is  it  at  all  certain  tli.it  this  would 
he  desiral)Ie  under  any  circumstanfcs.     All  that  can  b.^  done, 
therefore,  is  to  pre.s.nt  the  plan   in  outline  as  folb.w.s,  with 
the  nc'ded  warning  that  as  tastes  vary,  and  as  the  "Comedy" 
covers  almost  every  i»liase  of  life,  no  specific  plan  is  likely 
to  meet  the  mrds  and  desins  of  more  than  a  limited  numbc'r 
of  readers.     Still,  the  order  laid  down  can  be  easily  chanjjed, 
and  the  iu'wildered  reader  will  at  least  have  a  cliie  to  shirt 
with  ; 

1.  Lr  /'irr  doriot  (see  al.so  .\,,s.  I,  2{\,  ;>;.  til,  which  throw 
light  on  this  novel);  2.  Illusions  I'mlnrs:  ,'!.  Splrndeurs  et 
Mishcs  (\os.  l-:5  form  almost  a  connected  whole);  -1.  (Jnh- 
scck;  5.  Itlucjenie  Gramlrt  (rf.  tlw  eitv  usurer  with  the  pro- 
vincial miser)  ;  f;.  La  IMicrrhe  ,ln  VAhsolu  (see  Introductions 
to  J,  and  (1  for  connection);  7.  La  Pcau  de  Chagrin:  S. 
L'Elixir  de  Lomjue  Vi,';  H.  Mdnudh  RkonriliL  (Xos.  O-!) 
deal  more  or  less  with  quest.s  of  tho  supernatural.)  lo. 
Cesar  Birottmn  (connected  with  Xo.  0  by  a  character,  Clapa- 
ron,  and  the  Parisian  and  financial  .setting);  n.  Lps  Em- 
ployes; 12.  Les  Peiits  liourgeois.  (Xo.  ]■>  is  rather  closely 
connected  with  Xos.  2  and  ;?  by  means  of  the  characters  of 
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("•■ri/it    .Hill    (   Mlillllll,    till'    Litter   lirlli;:    fiitUllI    illso    ill    Nos.    ?5J 

nnil  ".'{.)  i;i.  I'urrr  (iniysmi.  ( Nds.  |ii-i;i  .icil  uitli  the 
I'arij-iiui  l)oiir;.'(ni.-ir :  ili,  ti\,-  fnlluwin^  miiiilicrs  dial  witfi 
flir  jifuviiuiiil  l.niitL.'' MiH.  .  ami  al-ii  uitli  Parisian.-  disporting 
tlitiiiMlx. ,-  111  ih.'  prnMiiii -.)  11.  In  Mnhiijr  dr  (liiri;i)n; 
1,").  I'lii-nll,;  \u.  I.,  (ill''  fir  T'liirs;  I".  L'/Iluslrr  (Jauitin- 
.S(trl :    1>.   /.-;    .!/;/>.    iht.   /)< i„irli  nil  1,1.      (  Xn.    IS   carries   tlu' 

Fcelle  li.irk  |.,  I'.iii-  .III, I  i|(;il>  uith  sexual  prnliK'niS,  tllllS  111- 
''''"'>"  111-  I  I''-  /■''  ('"ii^iiir  lirth  :  -Jll.  /.,  ('<iii.'<ill  I'lins 
(Nns.  i:i  airl  -Jn  I'.. rill  -'I'lie  I'dor  1,'elatioiis" )  ;  '.' I .  L'liilrr- 
(Ih-lmii  (M-,.  ;il-u  Xu.  Id  r(,r  .IikIl'c  I'oiiiiiui  —  Xns.  "JO  and  21 
deal  Willi  iiiil.iul'nj  atleiiijits  to  ,-eeiire  property);  -i'i.  Lc 
fnlninl  Cli.ilnr!  (mc  also  Xo.  ");  •.';{.  Unn'iriiic:  'vM.  La 
Frwmr  ,/.  7V,,,/,  Ans.  (  X..s.  -.'l-Vl  pre.-eiit  studies  of  bad 
\vive.-. )  •.':>.  /..;  (in/Ill, liir,' :  2{\.  L,i  i'ninih'  Abandi»n\l'i' ;  'il. 
l-:i,i,l,-  ,1.  r,iinin,-  -J^.  Aii/n-  fUndi'  i!r  Frnimr  (includes 
"I.a  Crande  IWeieche"— Xos.  -.'IJ-v'S  arc  studies  of  adultery)  ; 
V'.i.  Mil, I. inn'  l-'iriiil,iiii:  iin.  /.,/  Il<,iii:sr;  :]].  ,',a  I'nis  du  Me- 
ii'i,/''.  (Xi'>.  -.".i-il  alford  a  more  op  less  pleasing'  contrast 
wiih  ihu.-e  iliat  prceecle  and  fo||,,u-. )  ;n.  Lc  Cmlrat  de 
Mirui.j,  :  ;ij.  /■//,■  DiiiiIjIc  Faniillr:  :■>:].  l'„,>  fiUc  d'^v;  31. 
Ar;  l-'iiussf  M<iilrr.<<r :  ;',.",.  M/moins  de  Deux  Jntius  Muriees; 
'M\.  1. 1  Li/s  iliiiis  III  Willi'r.  (  X'os.  ;iI-:>(;  continue  the  study 
of  iiiairiiiionial  relations.  If  the  reader  is  weary  of  these  ho 
eaii  transfer  Nos.  ;n-;>."')  to  aiiv  place  in  the  list  lie  chooses — 
♦  specially  to  the  position  after  Xo.  (U.)  37.  Ursule  Mimu'el; 
.!>.  Lii  VudJi-'  Fillr;  3!t.  Lc  Cabiiid  dcs  Aiitiqiirs.  (Nos. 
.'•:-:;'»  (ontintie  the  Provincial  Scones  to  wliicli  No.  3f;  re- 
turned.) 10.  Lr.'<  Scrnts  dc  la  Priricrsse  dc  ('(ulifjrian.  (No. 
1"  c"!!M;nies  the  career  of  .Mine,  de  Maufrigni'use — .see  Nop. 
•'•'  ""'1  •'•)  11.  Lu  Diulicssc  de  JAnii/raia  ("Ilistoire  des 
Trcixe"— Xo.  II  describes  another  .sort  of  coipietle)  ;  42. 
Frrra;/u<;  \.\.  L„  fillr  aiir  leux  d'Or.  (Nos.  -12  and  43 
complete  the  "Ilistoire  des  Treize.")     44.     Une  Passion  dans 
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le  Desert;   I.V  Sarnusim'.      (N,,s.    J.S-|:,  ,|,.;il   with  -,  crct  ,  as- 
sions.)     HI.  Farinit  Cun,  .-   \:.  Masslinilhi  Punt:   Is.  duni'inra. 
(Nos.    HI-  Ih  (leal  witliijii,ilitic~:iri(|  |ia>,>i(.iis  iii  ixccss,  iiiid  like 
45    have    an    Italian    -.■ttiii;:  )       L,     <  hrf-d'd.'iiirr    Innmnii 
(similar  .-iihjcct   inatt'T  uiili  pn  (cdiiif,')  ;  ."•u.   Lr.s  y'r(>,srn7,<; 
T)!.  Jrsus-Clinst    ,„     I- Ian. In  ;    Tr.'.   L' Enfant     Muudit :    oU. 
Mdilr,    C,,rnr/iiis;  :,  1     Siir  (  nlltrrin,^  <l,-  Mrdids.      (  \,i.-.  .■)()- 
f>\  (■(.ntiiiiif  III.'  l'lu|nMi|,lii(al  Siudifs  l.c^'un  in  No.    17,  and, 
like  Nn.    |:»,  liavt   a  hfltin;,'  in  llu'  pa.-t )  ;  ."i."..  ^^rrnphitu :  otl. 
Louis  lAUiifurl.      (  Nos.  .■•).■■)  and  ",(;  atladi  tlicnisolvfs  t•^p.'(■lally 
to   I'art    II.  of  No.  T)!.)      'u.   Un  Pramr  an  Ihnd  d.'  In  M<r 
(i-ouis  LanilHTl   figures  m  tliis)  ;  :.,s.   It.atnr.      ('I'll.'  .-ccik-.s 
nf  Nos.  :.r  and  .VS  aro  laid  in  Brittany. )      .V.t.    //(  I'nur,-  dr  In 
Hiihimr.      (NO.  -)!)  really  lits  in  like  a  eliapte;-  nf  ih.'  last  part 
•if  No.  '^s.)      tio.   in  Homme  d'Alfain:. ;  Cl.   /,„  M,us,>n  \ u- 
cinijin;  G".*.   Lcs  Cumrdii'ns  m;ks  /«■  Saanr.      (.\os.  .'ilt-i;-.'  give 
sketches  (if   Parisian   life.)      f,,!.   <;,iudis,<aii   II.    (,ilin.i-l    like 
a  chapter  of    No.    iVi)  ;  tM.   La   Mnison    du   Ch(U-,/ui-I'ilotr. 
(No.  t;i  gives  an  <'arliir  sketch  of  I'.irisian  life,  e.'|.ecially  of 
the  bourgeois;  if.  also  No.  I!».)     (I.V   /.,•  Ii.,1  dr  Saaux  (con- 
trast of  heroines  in    Nos.  (H   and  i;.".);  (It;.  Mbirl  Sanirus; 
(iT.  Mudcstc  Mujnon.      (.Nos.  (Il-^r  aH'ord  good  contrasts  of 
heroines.)     (i.s.  Un  Debut  dans  la   TiV   (,-ee  Introduction  to 
for  reason  of  position  assigned)  ;  i,u.    L,s  I'aysans.      (No.  »;;• 
treats  fully  a  prohletn  connected  with  the  ownership  of  land 
touched  upon  in   No.  (JcS.)      :o.  Lc  Mfdrcin  de  Camj>a,jHr; 
71.  Le  Cure  dr    ViHa/jr;   n*.   Lis  Chumuis;   ?:?.   Vnr    Tine- 
breu.'ie  Affaire;  T  I.   L'Aubenje  liouije.      (  Nos.  71-:  1,  although 
hehaiging  to  four  separate  series  of  stories,  liave  all  a  sensa- 
tional   element.)      75.   Le    Messwje ;    :•;.  Les    Marana:    77. 
Adieu;  78.   El   Verdugo;   7!t.   La    Vrndvtta;  80.  Lc.  Re,/uisi- 
tionnaire.      (  Xos.  74-S(i  are  all  short,  and  deal  with  more  or 
less  exceptional  conditions.)     8..  L' En  vers  de  I'llistoire  Cnn- 
iemporaine.     (No.  81  is  connected  with  No.  w  as  an  e.xpo- 
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sitioii  of  the  sull'triii :<  of  a  mother  during  the  uplieaval  that 
followed  the  Frencli  lievolutioii — see  abo  No.  '^2.)  S2.  Un 
Episode  sous  la  Terrcur.  (Xo.  Hv*  is  connected  with  Xo.  81, 
both  as  one  of  the  Political  Scenes  and  as  dealing  with  the 
period  of  upheaval  and  witli  the  religious  life.)  83.  La 
Mr.sse  dc  l'Athk\  (Nos.  iSv'  and  83  are  connected  by  their 
vvV\\i'm\\s  mulif.)  84.  Z.  Marcus.  (No.  84  is,  like  Xo.  83,  con- 
cerned witli  an  exceptional  hero  in  poverty;  it  and  Xo.  85  be- 
loiiir,  with  Xos.  81  and  S'i,  to  the  Political  Scenes.)  85.  Le 
Depute  d'Ariis. 

It  is  needless  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  many  other  lines  of 
(■(iiinection  iiiif^ht  have  been  followed  in  the  above  plan  of 
reading.  8(»iiu'  readers,  on  the  other  hand,  may  prefer,  for 
the  sake  of  variety,  to  avoid  connected  reading :  to  such  persons 
this  plan  may  in'  of  assistance  in  showing  them  what  sequences 
of  stories  to  avoid.  It  would  seem,  however,  that  the  reader 
has  l»een  started  off  with  novels  that  will  hold  his  attention 
and  that  a  sutlicient  variety  of  interest  has  been  secured, 
although  it  nuiy  be  frankly  admitted  that  any  plan  for  read- 
ing lialzac's  monumental  work  must  be  marked  by  a  temerity 
e.\cusal)le  only  in  view  of  the  already  specified  needs  of  many 
reailers. 

W.  P.  Tbent. 


AUTHOR'S  INTRODUCTION 

In  giving  the  general  title  of  "The  Human  Comedy"  to  a 
work  begun  nearly  tliirteen  years  j^ince,  it  is  necessary  to 
explain  its  motive,  to  relate  its  origin,  and  briefly  sketch  its 
plan,  while  endeavoring  to  speak  of  these  matters  as  though 
I  had  no  personal  interest  in  them.  This  is  not  so  dillieult 
as  the  public  might  imagine.  Few  works  conduce  to  much 
vanity;  much  labor  conduces  to  great  dillidence.  This  ob- 
servation accounts  for  the  study  of  their  own  works  made  by 
Corneille,  Moliere,  and  other  great  writers;  if  it  is  im- 
possible to  e(iual  them  in  their  fine  conceptions,  we  may  try 
to  imitate  them  in  this  feeling. 

The  idea  of  The  Human  Comrdtj  was  at  first  as  a  dream 
to  me,  one  of  tho.se  impossible  projects  which  we  caress  and 
then  let  fly;  a  chimera  that  gives  us  a  glimpse  of  its  smiling 
woman's  face,  and  forthwith  spreads  its  wings  and  returns 
to  a  heavenly  realm  of  phantasy.  But  this  chimera,  like 
many  another,  has  become  a  reality;  has  its  behests,  its 
tyranny,  which  must  br  obeyed. 

The  idea  originated  in  a  comparison  between  Humanity 
and  Animality. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  great  dispute  which  has 
lately  made  a  stir,  between  Ouvier  and  fJeoffroi  Saint- 
PTilaire.  arose  from  a  scientific  innovation.  Unity  of 
structure,  under  other  names,  had  occupied  the  greatest 
minds  during  the  two  previous  centuries.  As  we  read  the 
extraordinary    writings    of    the    mystics    who    studied    the 
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sciences  in  their  relation  to  iiifnuty,  such  as  Swedenborg, 
Saint-^Iartiii,  and  otliers,  and  tlie  works  of  the  greatest  au- 
thors on  .Natural  History — Iveibnitz,  BufTon,  Charles  Bon- 
net, etc..  we  detect  in  the  monads  of  Leibnitz,  in  the  organic 
molccidcH  of  Biiffon.  in  the  vigctntirc  force  of  Xeedham,  in 
the  correlation  of  similar  organs  of  Charles  Bonnet— who 
in  ITtiO  was  so  bdld  as  to  write,  "Animals  vegetate  as  plants 
do" — we  detect.  1  say.  the  rudiments  of  the  great  law  of  Self 
for  Self,  which  lies  at  the  root  of  rnitij  of  Plan.  There  is 
but  one  Animal.  The  Creator  works  on  a  .single  model  for 
every  organized  being.  '"The  Animal"  is  elementan,-.  and 
takes  its  e.xti'riia!  form,  or,  to  be  accurate,  the  differences  in 
its  form,  froiu  the  environment  in  which  it  is  obliged  to  de- 
velop. Zolilogical  s])ecies  are  the  result  of  these  differences. 
The  announcement  and  defence  of  this  system,  which  is  in- 
deed in  harmony  with  our  preconceived  ideas  of  Divine 
I'owcr.  will  be  the  eternal  g]or\'  of  Geoffroi  Saint-flilaire, 
Cuvier's  victorious  opponent  on  this  point  of  higher  science, 
whose  triumph  was  hailed  by  Goethe  in  the  last  article  he 
wrote. 

I.  for  my  part,  convinced  of  tJiis  scheme  of  nature  long  be- 
fore the  discussion  to  which  it  has  given  rise,  perceived  that 
in  this  respect  .society  resembled  nature.  For  does  not  so- 
ciety mollify  ^[an.  according  to  the  conditions  in  which  he 
lives  and  acts,  into  men  as  manifold  as  the  species  in  Zoology? 
The  diircrences  between  a  soldier,  an  artisan,  a  man  of  busi- 
ness, a  lawyer,  an  idler,  a  student,  a  statesman,  a  merchant, 
a  sailor,  a  poet,  a  beggar,  a  priest,  are  as  great,  though  not 
so  easy  to  define,  as  those  between  the  wolf,  the  lion,  the  ass, 
the  crow,  the  shark,  the  seal,  the  sheep,  etc.  Thus  social 
species  have  always  existed,  and  will  always  exist,  just  as 
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there  are  zoolopiral   spocio.s.      If   BufTon   could   produce   a 
magri.ficcnt  work  by  atte,n,>tinp  to  represent  in  a  book  tho 
whole  realm  of  zodlopy.  was  there  not  room  for  a  work  of  the 
same  kind  on  society?     But  the  limits  set  bv  nature  to  the 
variations  of  animals  have  no  existence  in  ^socictv      When 
Buffon  describes  th<.  lion,  he  disndsscs  the  lioness  with  a  f.w 
phrases;  but  in  society  a  wife  is  not  alwavs  the  female  of  the 
male.     There  may  be  tw<,  perfectly  dissimilar  beinjrs  in  one 
household.     The  wife  of  a  shopkeeper  is  sometiuHs  worthv  of 
a  pnnce,  and  the  wife  of  a  prince  i.s  often  worthless  com- 
pared with  the  wife  of  .n  artisan.    The  social  state  has  freaks 
which  Nature  does  not  allow  herself;  it  is  nature  plus  society 
J  he   description   of   social    species    would    thus   be   at    least 
double  that  of  animal   species,   merely   in   view  of  the  two 
sexes.     Then,  among  animals  the  drama  is  limit,.!  •   there 
18  scarcely  any  amfusion ;  they  turn  and  rend  each  other- 
that  IS  all.     Men,  too,  rend  each  otlu-r;  but  their  greater  or 
less  intelligence  makes  the  struggle  far  more  complicated 
Though  some  savants  do  not  yet  admit  that  the  animal  na- 
ture flows  into  human  nature  through  an  immen.^^e  tide  of 
ife,  the  grocer  certainlv  b..-onu.s  a  peer,  and  the  noble  so„u>- 
times  sinks  to  the  lowest  social  grade.     Again,  BufTon  found 
that  life  was  extremely  simple   among  animals.      Animals 
have  httle  property,   and  neither  arts   nor  sciences-  while 
man.  by  a  law  that  has  yet  to  be  sought,  has  a  tendencv  to 
express  his  culture,  his  thoughts,  and  his  life  in  even-thing 
he  appropriates  to  his  u.se.     Though  Leuwenhoek.  Swammer- 
dam,  Spallanzani,  Reaumur,  Charles  Bonnet.  Miiller   TTaller 
and  other  patient  investigators  have  shou-n  us  how  interest- 
ing are  the  habits  of  animals,  those  of  each  kind  an-,  at  least 
to  our  eyes,  always  and  m  every  age  alike;  whereas  the  dress 
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the  manners,  the  spt'ccli,  the  dwi'Iliiii:  of  a  prince,  a  banker, 
an  artist,  a  citizen,  a  priest,  and  a  pauper  arc  absolutely  un- 
like, and  elianjre  witii  every  itliase  of  eivilization. 

Ileiiee  tile  work  to  be  written  needed  a  threefold  form — 
men,  women,  and  tliinir.-:  lliat  is  to  say,  persons  and  the 
material  expression  of  their  minds;  man,  in  short,  and  life. 

As  we  read  the  dry  and  diseoiira^inj,'  list  of  events  called 
History,  who  can  have  failed  to  note  that  the  writers  of  all 
periods,  in  K^'vpt,  Persia,  (Jreece,  and  IJome,  have  forgotten 
to  give  us  the  history  of  manners?  The  fragment  of  Petro- 
nius  on  tiie  pi-'vate  life  of  the  Homans  excites  rather  than 
satisfies  our  curiosity,  ll  was  from  observing  this  great  void 
in  the  tield  of  iiistory  that  the  Abbe  Barthelemy  devoted  his 
life  to  a  reeoiistruclion  of  (jreek  manners  in  Le  Jcune  An- 
acharsis. 

But  how  could  such  a  drama,  with  the  four  or  five  thou- 
sand jiersons  which  a  society  offers,  be  made  interesting? 
How,  at  the  same  time,  please  the  poet,  the  jihilosopher.  and 
the  masses  who  want  both  poetry  and  philosophy  under  strik- 
ing imagery?  Though  I  could  conceive  of  the  importance 
and  of  the  poetry  of  such  a  history  of  the  human  heart,  I 
saw  no  way  of  writing  it ;  for  hitherto  the  most  famous 
story-tellers  had  spent  their  talent  in  creating  two  or  three 
typical  actors,  in  depicting  one  aspect  of  life.  It  was  with 
this  idea  that  I  read  the  works  of  Walter  Scott.  Walter  Scott, 
the  modem  troubadour,  or  finder  (trouvfre^^^trouveur) ,  had 
just  then  given  an  aspect  of  grandeur  to  a  class  of  composi- 
tion unjustly  regarded  as  of  the  second  rank.  Is  it  not  really 
more  diiliciili  to  compete  with  personal  and  parochial  inter- 
ests by  writing  of  Daphnis  and  Chloe.  Roland,  Amadis, 
Panurge,   Don  Quixote,  Manon  Lt?scaut,  Clarissa,  Lovelace, 
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Robinson  CVusnc,  (iil  Bliis,  Os^sian,  Julie  d'Etanfjes,  My 
Unolo  Toln,  Wcrtlicr,  Coii.ino,  Adolpho,  Paul  and  Virginia, 
Jeanie  Deans.  Clavrrhousc,  Ivanlioc.  Manfred,  Mijjnon,  than 
to  set  forth  in  order  faets  more  or  less  similar  in  every  eoun- 
iry,  to  investiiraU)  the  spirit  of  laws  tiiat  have  fallen  into 
desuetude,  to  review  tiie  theories  whieli  mislead  nations,  or, 
like  some  luetaphysicians,  to  explain  what  Is?  In  the  first 
place,  these  actors,  whose  existence  heeomes  more  prolonged 
and  more  authentic  than  that  of  the  generations  wiiich  saw 
their  birth,  almost  always  live  solely  on  condition  of  their 
being  a  vast  retk'ction  of  the  present,  (.'onceived  in  the  womb 
of  their  own  period,  the  whole  heart  of  humanity  stirs  within 
their  frame,  whicii  often  covers  a  complete  system  of  philoso- 
phy. Thus  \\'alter  Sf.ott  raised  to  the  dignity  of  the  philoso- 
phy of  History  the  literature  winch,  from  ago  to  ago,  sets 
perennial  gei>is  in  the  poetic  crown  of  every  nation  where 
letters  are  cultivated.  Tie  vivified  it  with  the  spirit  of  the 
past;  he  combined  draiiui.  dialogue,  portrait,  scenerv',  and 
description;  he  fused  the  marvelous  with  truth — the  two  ele- 
ments of  the  times:  .md  he  brought  poetrv  into  close  eon- 
tact  with  the  familiarity  of  the  humblest  speech.  But  as  he 
had  not  so  much  devised  a  system  as  hit  upon  a  manner  in 
the  ardor  of  his  work,  or  as  its  logical  outcome,  he  never 
thought  of  connecting  bis  compositions  in  such  a  way  as  to 
form  a  complete  bistort-  of  which  each  chapter  was  a  novel, 
and  each  novel  the  picture  of  a  period. 

It  wn«  by  discerning  this  lack  of  unify,  which  in  no  way 
detracts  from  the  Scottish  writer's  greatness,  that  I  perceived 
at  once  the  scheme  which  would  favor  the  execution  of  my 
purpose,  and  the  possibility  of  executing  it.  Tho'ii:li  dazzled, 
80  to  speak,  by  Walter  Scott's  amazing  fertility,  always  him- 
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self  and  always  oriirinal.  I  did  not  despair,  for  I  found  the 
source  of  his  genius  in  ilie  iiiliniti'  variety  of  human  nature. 
Chauce  is  the  greatest  nmiancer  in  the  world;  we  have  only 
to  study  it.  Frendi  sdciety  would  be  the  real  author;  I 
should  only  be  tlie  secretary.  By  drawing  up  an  inventory 
of  vices  and  viriius.  by  collecting  the  chief  facts  of  the  pas- 
sions, by  (lepii  liuLT  I'liaracters.  by  choosing  the  principal  in- 
cidents of  social  life,  by  composing  types  out  of  a  combina- 
tion of  homogeneous  characteristics,  1  might  perhaps  suc- 
ceed in  writing  the  history  which  so  many  historians  have 
neglected:  that  <>\'  Manners.  By  patience  and  porscvenance 
I  miglit  produce  i'or  France  in  the  nineteenth  century  the 
book  whieli  wc  must  all  regret  that  Rome,  Athens,  Tyre, 
Memphis.  Persia,  and  India  have  not  bequeathed  to  us;  that 
history  of  tlicir  >ocial  life  which,  prompted  by  the  Abbe  Bar- 
thelemy.  .Montcii  patiently  and  steadily  tried  to  write  for 
the  Middle  Agi's.  but  in  an  unattractive  form. 

The  work,  so  far.  was  nothing.  By  adhering  to  the  strict 
lines  of  a  re|iro(luction  a  writer  might  be  a  more  or  less 
faithful,  and  more  or  less  successful  jjainter  of  types  of 
humanily.  a  narrator  of  the  dramas  of  private  life,  an 
arciia'ologist  nf  social  furniture,  a  cataloguer  of  professions, 
a  registrar  of  good  and  evil;  but  to  deserve  the  praise  of 
which  every  artist  must  be  ambitious,  must  I  not  also  in- 
ve.Migate  the  n^asons  or  the  cause  of  these  social  effects, 
delect  the  hidden  senst>  of  this  vast  assembly  of  figures,  pas- 
sions, and  incidents?  And  finally,  having  sought— T  will 
not  say  having  found — this  reason,  this  motive  power,  must 
I  not  reflrct  on  fir<t  principles,  and  discover  in  what  particu- 
lar- ^n.ieties  approach  or  deviate  from  tho  eternal  law  of 
truth  and  beauty  ?     In  spite  of  the  wide  scope  of  the  pre- 
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liminarics,  which  might  of  themselves  constitute  a  book,  the 
work,  to  he  complete,  would  need  a  conclusion.  Thus  de- 
picted, society  ought  to  bear  in  itself  the  reason  of  its  work- 
ing. 

The  law  of  the  writer,  in  virtue  of  which  he  is  a  writer, 
and  which  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  makes  him  the  cfjuiil, 
•or  perhaps  the  .superior,  of  the  statesman,  is  his  judgment, 
whatever  it  may  be.  on  humnn  affairs,  and  his  absolute  de- 
votion to  certain  principles.  :MachiaveIli.  IIol)hes,  Bossuet, 
Leibnitz,  Kant,  Montesquieu  are  the  science  which  statesmen 
apply.  "A  writer  ought  to  .lavo  settled  opinions  on  morals 
and  politics;  he  should  regard  himself  as  a  tutor  of  men ;  for 
men  need  no  masters  to  teach  them  to  doubt,"  says  Bonald. 
I  took  these  noble  words  as  my  guide  long  ago;  they  are 
the  written  law  of  the  monarchical  writer.  And  those  who 
would  confute  me  by  my  own  words  will  find  that  they  have 
misinterpreted  some  ironical  phrase,  or  that  they  have  turned 
against  me  a  speech  given  to  one  of  my  actors— a  trick  pe- 
culiar to  calumniators. 

As  to  the  intimate  purpose,  the  soul  of  this  work,  these  are 
the  principles  on  which  it  is  based. 

Man  is  neither  good  nor  bad;  he  is  born  with  instincts' 
and  capabilities;  society,  far  from  depraving  him,  as  Rous- 
seau asserts,  improves  him,  makes  him  better;  but  self-in- 
terest also  develops  his  evil  tendencies.  Christianity,  above 
all,  Catholicism,  being— as  I  have  pointed  out  in  the  Country 
Doctor  {le  Mrdecin  de  Campagnr) — a  complete  system  for 
the  repression  of  the  depraved  tendencies  of  man,  is  the 
most  powerful  element  of  social  order. 

In   reading  attentively   the   presentment   of  society   cast, 
as  it  were,  from  the  life,  with  all  that  is  good  and  all  that 
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is  hail  in  it,  uc  Icirii  tiiis  lesson — if  tli()u;.'iit.  or  if  passion, 
which  coiiiliiiics  iiiiiii::ht  and  f('^liIlL^  i-  ihc  vilal  social  ele- 
riiont.  it  is  also  its  destructive  element.  In  this  respect  social 
life  is  like  the  life  of  tnan.  Nations  live  lon^  onlv  by 
nioderatinf:  their  viial  eiieriry.  Teaching,',  or  rather  educa- 
tion, by  reli;:ioiis  hodies  is  the  ;:rand  principle  of  life  for 
nations,  the  <inly  means  of  diminishinL''  the  suni  of  evil 
and  increasiniT  th''  >um  of  ;,'ood  in  all  society.  Thon^'ht.  tho 
livinir  l)rin(i|ile  of  i:ood  and  ill.  can  only  bo  trained,  iiuelled, 
and  jruided  by  relitrion.  The  only  possible  relijfion  is  Chris- 
tianity (see  tl.  •  letter  from  iris  in  ''woiiis  I.amh(>rt,"  in 
wliich  the  yoiini:  mystic  e.\]thiins,  a  propos  to  Swedenborij's 
doctrines,  how  there  has  never  been  but  one  religion  since 
the  world  be;ran).  t'hristianity  created  modern  nationalities, 
and  it  will  preserve  them.  Hence,  no  doubt,  the  necessity 
for  the  monarchical  principle.  Catholicism  and  Royalty  are 
twin  principles. 

.\s  to  the  limits  within  which  these  two  principles  should 
be  confined  by  various  institutions,  so  that  they  may  not  be- 
come al)>o|iite.  every  one  will  feel  that  a  brief  preface  ought 
not  to  be  a  political  treatise.  I  cannot,  therefore,  enter  on 
religious  discussions,  nor  on  the  ]Hilitical  discussions  of  the 
day.  T  writ(>  under  the  light  of  two  eternal  truths — Religion 
and  Monarchy;  two  necessities,  as  they  are  shown  to  be  by 
contemporan-  events,  tov^-ards  which  o\OTy  writer  of  sound 
.sense  ought  to  try  to  guide  tho  country  hack.  Without 
beiui:  an  enemy  to  election,  which  is  an  excellent  principle 
as  a  liasis  nf  legislation.  I  reject  election  regarded  a.s  the  only  ^ 
sofuil  nisfritmnit.  especially  so  badly  organized  as  it  now  is 
(1>^4'3)  :  for  it  fails  to  represent  imposing  minorities,  whose 
ideai,  and  interests  would  occupy  the  attention  of  a  mon- 
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archical  <:nvomnifnt.  Klcciivc  powor  oxtonded  to  all  gives 
us  govcrniiK'nt  liv  th"  iiiiisscs.  the  only  irrospoiisihlc  form  of 
govern iiicnt,  uiuicr  which  tyriinny  is  iinliniitcd.  for  it  calls 
itself  law.  Bosidcs.  I  regard  the  family  and  not  the  indi- 
vidual as  tlie  true  social  unit,  in  this  respect,  at  the  risk  of 
being  thought  retrograde.  I  siile  with  Hossuet  and  Ronald  in- 
steail  of  going  with  modern  innovators.  Since  election  has 
become  the  only  social  instrument,  if  I  myself  were  to  exer- 
cise it  no  contradictiiui  between  my  acts  and  mv  words  should 
be  inferred.  An  engineer  points  out  that  a  bridge  is  about  to 
fall,  that  it  is  dangerous  for  any  one  to  cross  it ;  but  he 
crosses  it  himself  when  it  is  the  only  road  to  the  town. 
Napoleon  adapte(l  election  to  the  spirit  of  the  French  nation 
with  wonderful  skill.  The  least  important  members  of  his 
Legislative  Body  became  the  most  famous  orat(^rs  of  the 
Chamber  after  the  Restoration.  Xo  Chamber  has  «'ver  been 
the  equal  of  the  Corps  Lffjislntif,  comparing  them  man  for 
man.  The  elective  system  of  the  p]mpire  was,  then,  indis- 
putably the  best. 

Some  persons  may.  perhaps,  think  that  this  declaration 
is  somewhat  autocratic  and  self-asserti\-e.  They  will  quarrel 
with  the  novelist  for  wanting  to  be  an  historian,  and  will 
call  him  to  account  for  writing  politics.  I  am  simplv  fulfill- 
ing an  obligation — that  is  my  reply.  The  work  I  have  under- 
taken will  be  as  long  as  a  history;  I  was  compelled  to  ex- 
plain the  logic  of  it,  hitherto  unrevealed,  and  its  principles 
and  moral  purpose. 

Having  l)ecn  obliged  to  withdraw  the  prefaces  formerly 
published,  in  response  to  essentially  ephemeral  criticisms,  I 
will  retain  only  one  remark. 

Writers  who  have  a  purpose  in  view,  were  it  only  a  re- 
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viTsioii  to  priiiriplrs  familiar  in  tht-  past  borause  thoy  are 
ctcniiil.  should  nlwuy-  clcur  I  he  ltouikI.     N',.\v  (.vcn,-  one  wlio, 
ill  til.'  (loiii.iiii  ol'  ideas.  briiiL's  his  stone  l.y  pointin-:  out  an 
abuse,  or  .-.itiri^'  a    mark  on  some  evil  that    it   may   be   re- 
moved—everv   such    man    is   sti^^matizcd    as    immoral.      The 
accusation  of  inunoraliiy.  wiiidi  lias  n(>vcr  failed  to  bo  cast 
at  the  coiirairious  writer,  is.  after  all.  tlie  last   that  can  be 
brought  when  nnihiiii:  cNe  remains  to  h.-  said  to  a  romancor. 
If  you  are  irnihfnl  in  y..nr  pictures;  if  by  ,|int  ,if  (hiilv  and 
nii;htl\  toil  ynu  succeed  in  writin.i,'  the  most  ditlictilt  lanKiiage 
HI    the    world.    t!ie    word    immoral    is    flun;     in   your   teeth. 
Socrates  was  iimihiral  :  Jesus  Christ  \va^  immoral;  thoy  both 
were  persecuted   in   the  nam.-  of  the  society  they  overset  or 
reformed.     When  a  man  is  to  be  killed  he  is  taxed  with  im- 
morality.    These  tactics,   faudliar  in  party  warfare,  are  a 
disL'ra.r  to  those  who  use  tliem.      Luther  and   Calvin  knew 
well  what  tlK'V  were  about  when  they  shielded  themselves  be- 
hind  dama-ed   worldly  interests!     And  they  lived  all  the 
days  of  their  life. 

When  (lepi.tin;:  all  society,  skotohinL'  it  in  the  immensity 
nf  its  turmoil,  it  happened— it  eoubl  not  but  happen— that 
the  pictuiv  displayed  more  of  evil  than  of  pood;  that  some 
part  of  th..  fresco  represented  a  iruilty  conj^le;  and  the  oritica 
at  once  raised  th.-  cry  ..f  immorality,  without  pointinjr  out 
th..  moralitv  of  anoth.-r  portion  intended  to  be  a  perfect  con- 
tract. .\.  t,he  critic  knew  nothin-r  of  the  <:eneral  plan  T 
«-"ul<l  fnr::iv<.  him.  all  the  more  because  one  can  no  more 
hinder  criii.ism  than  the  use  of  eyes,  tonnes,  and  jiidirTnent. 
Al-o  the  tini.'  for  an  impartial  verdict  is  not  yet  come  for 
nie.  .\n,!.  aft.T  all.  the  author  who  cannot  make  up  his 
T.nnd  to  fac..  il,.-  fire  of  criticism  should  no  more  think  of 
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writing  than  a  travolcr  should  start  on  liis  journey  counting 
on  a  perpetually  clear  sky.  On  this  jx.mt  it  iv,„aiiis  to  bo 
said  that  the  most  conscicntinus  moralists  doubt  greatly 
whether  society  can  show  as  many  good  actions  as  bail  ones; 
and  in  the  picture  I  have  painted  of  it  there  are  m.)re  virtu- 
ous figures  than -n  preluiisible  ones.  Hlamevvortliy  actions, 
faults  and  .rimes,  from  the  lightest  to  the  uK.st  atrocious, 
alvi-ay.s  meet  with  j)unishment,  human  or  divine,  signal  or 
secret.  1  have  done  better  than  the  historian,  for  I  am  free. 
Cromwell  here  on  earth  escaped  all  punishment  but  that 
inflicted  by  thoughtful  men.  And  on  this  pnini  there  have 
been  divi.led  schools.  Hossuet  even  showed  some  considera- 
tion for  the  great  regicide.  William  of  Orange,  the  usurper, 
Hugues  Capet,  another  usurper,  lived  to  old  age  with  no 
more  qualms  or  fears  than  Henri  IV.  or  Charles  1.  The 
lives  of  Catherine  11.  and  of  Frederic  of  Trnssia  would  he 
conclusive  against  any  kind  of  moral  law,  if  they  were 
judged  by  the  twofold  aspect  of  the  morality  which  guides 
ordinary  mortals,  and  that  which  is  in  use  by  crowneil  heads; 
for,  as  Napoleon  said,  for  kings  and  statesmen  there  are  the 
lesser  and  the  higher  morality.  My  scenes  of  political  life 
are  founded  on  this  profound  observation.  It  is  not  a  law 
to  history,  as  it  is  to  romance,  to  nuike  for  a  beautiful  ideal. 
History  is,  or  ought  to  be,  what  it  wa.<;  while  romance  ought 
to  be  "the  better  world,"  as  was  said  by  Mine.  Xecker,  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  thinkers  of  the  last  century. 

Still,  with   this  noble  falsity,  romance   would   be  nothing   - 
if  it  were  not  true  in  detail.     Walter  Scott,  obliged   as  he 
was  to  conform  to  the  ideas  of  an  essentially  hypocritical  na- 
tion, wa.s   false  to  humanity   in   his   picture  of  woman,   be- 
cause his  models  were  schismatics.     The  protestant  woman 
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haa  nu  ideal.  Sh.-  ni.iy  he  rli;u>t(',  |)iirt\  virtnoun;  but  her 
uiu'\|iati,sivt'  lov.'  uill  always  \n-  as  caliii  ami  riiothodieal  as 
tho  fiilfiliiunl.  of  a  (iuiy.  It  mi^'ht  sccni  as  tlioii^li  tho 
Virfrin  Mary  had  tliilicd  the  iicarts  ot"  thusi-  Hopliists  who 
havi"  l)aiiish('(l  h-T  from  licavr'ii  wiih  licr  trrnsiircs  of  lovinir- 
kindnt->.  In  I'roi.-taiit  i.-m  thrrc  is  lut  |ins.-iblf  future  fur 
the  woman  wlm  lia-  sinned;  whili',  in  the  Cathoi.e  ("hiireh, 
the  hope  el'  tMri:i\ene>s  makes  her  suhlinie.  Hence,  for  the 
protestaiii  writer  tliere  is  Imt  one  Woman,  while  the  ("M.holic 
writer  find-  a  new  woman  in  each  new  situation.  If  Walter 
Srott  had  heen  a  Catholic,  if  he  had  sot  himself  tho  task  of 
doscribiiii:  truly  the  various  jdiases  of  -neinty  which  havo 
succossively  t'xisted  in  Seofhim],  [lerhaps  the  paintor  of  VaV\o. 
and  Alite—ilii'  two  fi^ruros  for  which  he  blamed  him-e|f  in 
his  later  years— mi^'ht  havo  adiuitted  passion  with  its  sin.s 
and  [)uiiishments,  and  the  virtues  n'vealerl  by  repentance. 
Passion  is  the  sum-total  of  humanity.  Without  passion,  re- 
ligion, hi-tury,  romaiu-e.  art,  would  all  bo  us<'less. 

Some  persons,  .<ooin;r  mo  cdlloct  such  a  mass  of  facts  and 
paint  theni  as  they  are,  with  passion  for  their  motive  power, 
havo  suppo.sed,  hut  wronixly,  that  I  must  bolonf:  to  the  school 
of  Sensualism  and  Materialism — two  aspects  of  tho  same 
thin<r— Pantheism.  But  their  misapprehension  was  perhaps 
justified—or  inevitable.  1  do  not  share  the  belief  in  in- 
definite projrress  for  society  as  a  wbol,. ;  ]  believe  in  man's 
improveiiunt  in  himself.  Those  who  insist  on  readinjr  in 
nio  the  intention  fo  consider  man  as  a  finished  creation  are 
stranirelv  mistaken.  ScraphHa.  the  doctrine  in  action  of  tho 
Chri.stian  Uudilha.  .seems  to  me  an  ample  answer  to  this 
rather  b.vdli--,  accusation. 

In  certain   fra.Lniients  of  this  long  work  I  have  tried  to 


populariao  (I„.  an...,,,:,  fads.  I  ,„av  sav  th.  marvels  of  okv- 
tnnty,  wl„<.h  ,n  ,„an  is  m.-ta,,  ..rphos,.!  n.to  an  .nralmlahl. 
force;  but  „i  what  way  do  ,1...  phenornona  of  hra,n  and 
norvos.  wlu.h  prov.  the  exis.en,...  „f  a„  „„d,sc.ov,.n.d  world  of 
psvcholo^;..  „.od,fy  th..  ne,vssary  and  nndonh,.,!  rHation. 
of  U.O  world.  ,o(;udy  In  what  way  c.u>  th.-v  shake  the 
Catho!,,.  dogn.a?    Thon^h  irrefutable  faets  should  so,,,.,  dav 

P^'"-  "'ouKlit  in  tlH.  .lass  of  llu.ds  whieh  are  diseemed  onlv 
l.y  th..,r  efr..ets  wl,,],.  .h.ir  substan,.  ..va.I.>s  n„r  sens..s.  ev.-n 

«-hen  a.ded   by  so  „K,ny   n...,.ha„,..;d   „ „..  ,h.>   result   w,|| 

h-  the  san.e  as  wh..„  Christopher  Colun.bus  ,l..„...t.d  that  the 
oarth  ,s  a  sph.Te.  and  Oalil...  d.wnonstrat.d  its  rotation  Our 
future  will  Ik.  un.l.an....!.  Th..  w„n,l..rs  of  anin,al  ma- 
not.sm,  With  whi.h  J  hav..  b....,  fa,n,liar  sine,-  IS^..-  the 
f«'aut,ful  exp..rio,ents  of  Gall.  Lavat-.r^s  succ-ssor;  all  the 
rnon  who  have  .tudi.-d  .nin.l  as  opti,.i,,ns  have  studie.l  li.d.t- 
two  not  dissimilar  thin.irs-point  to  a  ..onelusion  .n  favor 
of  the  niysti..s,  the  .lis.iphs  of  S,.  J„hn.  an.l  of  thos..  .r..,t 
thinkers  who  have  establish...!  th..  spiritual  world-the  sph.-re 
in  which  an.  r.vraU-d  the  r..lations  of  (Jod  an.l  n,an 

A  sure  -rasp  of  th,.  purport  of  this  work  will  make  it  ..loar 
that  I  atta.h  to  common,  .laily  fa.ts.  hi.l,l..n  or  patent  to 
the  ey...  t<.  the  aets  of  in.lividual   liv..s,  and  to  their  ..auses 
and  principles,  th,.  importanr..  whi,!,  historians  have  hitherto 
ascribe,!    to   th,-  ,.vent<   of   public   national    lif,.      Th..    un 
known   struggl..   which    poes   on    in    a   vallcv   of   the    Indre 
between  Mme.  de  Mortsauf  and   h.r  passion   is   p.>rhaps  a. 
preat  as  the  most  famons  of  battles  ( Tr  L,,s  r!„„.  I„  VaJUr) 
In  one  the  jrlory  of  tho  victor  is  at  stak.-;  in  the  other  it  is 
heaven.     The  misfortunes  of  the  two  Riroffeaus.  the  priest 
and  the  perfumer,  to  me  are  those  of  mankind.    La  Fosseuse 
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(Medecin  dc  ('innp'iijih  )  and  Mine.  Oraslin  (Cure  de  Vil- 
lage) are  alin<ist  lln'  ^iiiii-lutal  of  woman.  We  all  suffer  thus 
every  dav.  I  \\A\r  liad  to  do  ;i  liuiidrcd  times  what  Richard- 
pon  did  hut  once.  Lovelace  has  a  thousand  forms,  for  social 
corruption  takes  I  he  hius  of  the  medium  in  which  it  lives. 
(Mari^sa.  on  tlie  contrarv,  tlie  lovely  inuipe  of  impassioned 
virtue.  i>  drawn  in  lines  of  di.-traetinfx  purity.  To  create  a 
variety  of  \iri:iiis  it  need-  a  I{a|iliael.  In  this  respect,  per- 
haps literature  must  yield  to  paintin^r. 

Still.  1  may  lie  allowed  to  point  out  how  many  irreproach- 
ahle  liirures — a-  reirnrds  their  virtue — are  to  he  found  in 
the  portions  of  this  work  already  puhlished:  I'ierrotte  Lor- 
rain.  llrsule  Miroui't.  Constance  Hirotteau,  T..a  Fosscuse, 
KuLienie  (Jrandet.  Mariruerite  Clai'S,  Pauline  do  Villenoi.x, 
.Madame  .Jules.  Madame  de  la  Chanterie,  Eve  Chardon, 
Mademoiselle  d'Ksjrriirnon.  Madame  Firmiani,  Agathe 
Houir(>t.  RcniM'  de  Maueomhe:  hesides  several  figures  in  the 
middle-distance,  who,  though  less  conspicuous  than  these, 
nevertheless,  oifer  the  reader  an  example  of  domestic  virtue; 
.losepli  i.ehas,  (ieiiestas,  iienassis.  Bonnet  the  cure,  Minoret 
the  doctor.  I'illerault.  David  Sechard.  the  two  Rirotteaus, 
Chaperon  the  ])riest.  .Fudge  Ropinot.  Rourgeat.  the  Sauviats, 
the  Taseheron-i.  and  many  more.  Do  not  all  these  solve  the 
dillicidt  literary  prohlem  which  consists  in  making  a  virtuous 
person  interesting? 

It  was  no  small  task  to  dejiict  the  two  or  three  thousand 
eonspicuons  types  of  a  period  :  for  this  is.  in  fact,  the  number 
iire^ented  to  us  by  each  generation,  and  which  the  Tinman 
('"!i!iilv  will  re(piire.  This  crowd  of  actors,  of  characters. 
this  uiiliiTuile  of  lives,  needed  a  setting — if  I  may  he  par- 
doned the  e\pre--;inn.  a  gallery.     Hence  the  very  natural  divi- 
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8ion,  as  already  kn..tt^^  into  Semes  ..f  Private  Life,  of  Pro- 
vincial  Life,  of   Parisian.   Political.   Military,  and  Country 
Life.     Under  these  six  heads  an^  classified  all  the  studies  of 
manners  which  form  the  history  of  society  at  larpe.  of  all  its 
fatts  et  gestes.  as  our  ancestors  would  have  said.     These  .six 
classes  correspond,   indeed,   to   familiar  conceptions.     Each 
has  Its  own  sense  and  meaning,  and  answers  to  an  epoch  in 
the  life  of  man.    I  may  repc-at  here,  but  very  briefly,  what  was 
written  by  Feli.x  Davin— a  young  genius  snatched  from  litera- 
ture by  an  early  death.     After  k'ing  informed  of  mv  £lan 
he  said  that  the  Scenes  of  J'rivate  Life  r.-prcsented  child- 
hood and  youth  and  their  errors,  as  the  Scenes  of  Provincial 
Life  represented  the  age  of  passion,  .scheming,  .self-interest, 
and  ambition.     Then   the  Scenes  of   Parisian   Life  give  a 
picture  of  the  tastes  and  vice  and  unbridled  powers  which 
conduce  to  the  habits  peculia     ^.  great  cities,  where  the  ex- 
tremes of  good  and  evil  meet.     Laeh  of  these  divisions  has 
Its  local  color-Paris  and  the  Provinces-.,  great  social  an- 
tithesis which  held  for  me  immense  resources. 

And  not  man  alone,  but  the  principal  events  of  life  fall 
into  classes  by  types.  There  are  situations  which  occur  in 
every  life,  typical  phases,  and  this  is  one  of  the  details  I  most 
sought  after.  I  have  tried  to  give  an  idea  of  the  different 
districts  of  our  fine  country.  My  work  hiis  its  geographv, 
as  It  has  its  genealogy-  and  its  families,  its  places  and  things, 
Its  persons  and  their  deeds;  as  it  has  its  heraldrv,  its  nohh-s 
and  commonalty,  its  artisans  and  pea.sants.  its  politicians  and 
dandies,  its  army— in  short,  a  whole  world  of  its  own. 

After  describing  social  life  in  these  th-ee  portions.  I  had 
to  delineate  certain  e.vceptional  lives,  wuieh  comprehend 
the  intercuts  of  many  people,  or  of  over)body,  and  are  in 
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a  dc'groo  out.-^idc  the  general  law.  Hence  we  have  Soonea 
of  Political  Life.  Tliis  vast  picture  of  society  being  finished 
and  eoiiipletc,  was  il  not  needful  to  display  it  in  its  most 
violent  phase,  beside  itself,  as  it  were,  either  in  self-defence 
or  for  the  sake  of  ei)n(|uest?'  Hence  the  Scenes  of  Military 
Life,  as  yet  tlu?  most  incomplete  portion  of  my  work,  but 
for  which  room  will  be  allowed  in  this  edition,  that  it  may 
form  part  of  it  when  done.  Finally,  the  Scenes  of  Country 
Life  arc.  in  a  way,  tlie  evening  of  this  long  day.  if  I  may 
so  call  \\u'  social  drama.  In  that  part  are  to  be  found  the 
purcs*  natures,  and  the  application  of  the  great  principles  of 
order,  polities,  and  morality. 

Sucli  is  the  foundation,  full  of  actors,  full  of  comedies 
and  tragedies,  on  which  are  raised  the  Philosophical  Studies 
— the  secoml  part  of  my  work,  in  which  the  social  instru- 
ment of  all  these  effects  is  displayed,  and  the  ravages  of  the 
mind  are  ])ainted,  feeling  after  feeling;  the  first  of  this 
series.  Tlic  Manic  Skin,  to  some  extent  forms  a  link  between 
the  lMiiloso|ihical  Studies  and  Studies  of  Manners,  by  a 
work  of  almost  Oriental  fancy,  in  which  life  itself  is  shown 
in  a  mortal  struggle  with  the  very  element  of  all  passion. 

Besides  these,  tliere  will  be  a  series  of  Analytical  Studies, 
of  which  T  will  say  nothing,  for  one  only  is  published  as  yet 
— Tlie  Physiology  of  Marriage. 

In  the  course  of  time  I  purpose  writing  two  more  works 
of  thi-  class.  First,  the  Pathology  of  Social  Life,  then  an 
Anatomy  of  l-'ducational  Bodies,  and  a  Monograph  on  Virtue. 

In  looking  forward  to  what  remains  to  be  done,  my  readers 
will  perhaps  eclut  what  my  publishers  say,  "Please  God  to 
spare  you!"  I  oidy  ask  (o  be  le.ss  tormented  by  men  and 
things  ihan  1   have  hitherto  been  since  1  began  this  terrific 


JNI 


\m*f^ "-%' 


AUTIIOKS   IN  THODICTION 


Ixvil 


labor.  I  have  liail  this  in  my  favor,  and  I  thank  (ind  for  it, 
that  the  talents  of  the  tinio.  the  fiiu'si  characters  and  the 
truest  friends,  as  nohl(>  in  their  private  lives  as  the  former 
are  in  puhlie  life,  have  wruni:  my  hand  and  said.  Coiiraire! 

And  why  should  I  not  confess  that  this  friendship,  and 
the  testimony  here  and  there  of  persons  unknown  to  me, 
have  iii)held  ine  in  my  career,  both  a<;ainsf  mvself  and 
against  unjust  attacks;  against  the  caluniny  whicii  has  often 
persecuted  nie,  against  discouragement.  an<l  against  the  too 
eager  hopefulness  whose  utterances  are  misinterpreted  as 
those  of  overweening  conceit?  I  had  resolved  to  display 
stolid  stoicism  in  the  face  of  abuse  and  insults;  but  on  two 
occasions  base  slanders  have  necessitated  a  reply.  Though 
the  advocates  of  forgiveness  of  injuries  mav  regret  that  I 
should  have  displayed  my  skill  in  literary  fence,  there  are 
many  Christians  who  are  of  opinion  that  we  live  in  times 
when  it  is  as  well  to  show  scuuetimes  that  silence  springs 
from  generosity. 

The  vastness  of  a  plan  which  includes  both  a  history  and  a 
criticism  of  societ}.  an  analysis  of  its  evils,  and  a  discussion 
of  its  principles,  authorizes  me,  I  think,  in  giving  to  my 
work  the  title  under  which  it  now  appears — The  Human 
Comedy.  Is  this  too  ambitious?  Is  it  not  exact?  That, 
when  it  is  complete,  the  public  must  pronounce. 

Paris,  July  1S42. 
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[La  1  enu  do  Chagrin  was  issued  in  two  volumes  in  1831,  cer- 
tain fra^'iiicnts  luivin^'  previously  appeared  in  periodicals.      It 
was  shortly  after  in -ludrd.  with  twelve  tales,  in  the  three  vol- 
umes entitled  "Romans  et  Contes  i'liilosoplmiues."     A  third 
edition   followed   in    l,s:5;5;   i,i    ks;{.-.   it   appeared   atnonj,'   the 
"fitudes  l'hilosophi(iues,"an(l  in  ISt.J  it  eiit.Te.l  tlu' '•('omedio 
Humaine,"     hein-,'    still     classed     with     tli-     "I'hilosophieal 
Studies."    Its  chief  charact.Ts.  Raphael  de  Valentin.  Countess 
Fo'dora.  aTid    i'auline  (iauditi.  are  found   m   no  other  story. 
Kastipiae,  perhaps  the  hero  most  in  evidence  in  the  entire 
"Comedy,"  has  his  l)e<riiinin;,rs  i„  "IV.n;  (Joriot."  as  ha,-  also 
Bianchon.  the  ph  sician.     Hloiuh't  ii,^un's  in  various  stories 
from  "Le  Cahinet  de>  .\nti(pies"  to  "Les  ray>ans."     Taillefer 
is  taken  over  from  "I/Auher<re  Rouge."     The  two  courtesang 
reappear  in  '-Melmoth  IJeconeilie." 

Jesus-Christ  cit  blandrr,  written  early  in  18:51,  entered  the 
same  year  the  three  volumes  of  philosophical  romances  men- 
tioned above.  It  was  indutled  among  the  "fitudes  Philo- 
Bophiques"  of  the  "Comedy"  in  Ksi.-,,  absorbing  the  epilogue 
which  had  previously  been  printed  under  the  separate  title  of 
"L'figlise" 

Melmoth  Reconrilie  forme.l  part,  in  is3r,.  of  a  collection  of 
stories  by  various  writers,  and  Jati'r  in  tlie  year  was  included 
in  the  fourth  edition  of  the  "fitudes  l'hiloso[)hi,|ues."  it  en- 
tered the  "Comedy"  in  184.5.  Its  chief  characters.  Melnioth 
and  Castanier,  appear  in  no  other  story,  but  the  banking  firm 
of  Xueingeu  overshadows  the  "Comedy."  For  Claparoii  see 
"Cesar  Birotteau."  The  bibliographical  information  given  in 
these    introductions    is    taken    from    Lovenj(jurs    invaluable 

•Copyriglit,  1900,  l.y  Tli..iHa>  Y.  CTowlII  i  Comiaiiy. 

''^'-^'  (Vol.1) 
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"ilistoirc  di',-  <  i'.iiv  re.-.""  uliilf  MM,  (Vrl'lifrr  ami  t'liristopho's 
'*I{i'ji;>rin,r<'"  lia.-  .-n|ijilir(l  mfni'iiialiijii  aitinit  tliu  i-liaracters.  j 


A-  ■■|.;i  ri.iii  (ir  (  liiiLMin""  i>  the  best  knuwri  and  ono  of  tlu' 
iiin.-t  iMi|ini-i:i[ii  ■'!'  liiilzarV  ] ill i lo.-njilucal  novelf,  it  is  noc-t's- 
>arv,  hclurr  ilixii-.-in;.'  il.  In  -av  sdiiictliiii^'  about  tbt;  j^mmuj) 
of  >!(iric^  In  wliiili  it  bilniiir-.  'l'b(  sc  "fttiuk's  I'hilosoph- 
i(jiics."'  a>  \\f  l^imw  t'rniii  I  In-  t'aiiinii.--  I'n'l'acr  nf  l.sl"J,  wcrt'  in- 
tcmli'd  In  Irinl  nriirr  In  I  he  (bans  rc|ircsi'iitf(l  b\  I  he  "Scenes" 
ol'  |)rival(',  |irn\  iiirial.  ami  rari.-ian  life,  'i'liey  were  to  lay 
bare  tlie  secrel  fnno  ilial  make  imii  ami  wnmcii  llie  complex 
lH•iIl^^-  \\f  (iml  ilicm  In  lie.  in  ntlier  word^-,  wliile  iint  iiiteiid- 
iiiu  In  ceaM'  liriii^-  a  iin\rli>t,  r.al/ae  piii'im-ed  to  be  also  a 
iiinrali~t,  a  pliiln.-njihtT.  Sniiie  (riii(>.  t'or  rxample  M.  Mareel 
liarrirre  ami  M.  I'aul  |-lal.  rnii(ii\r  ilia!  he  carried  out  his 
piirpusi'.  that  ill  till'  •■I*liilnM)]ihical  Siudio"  ideas  partly  take 
the  plarc  n(  iniri-iie,  of  pint.  Oii.cr  critics,  for  example 
'I'aiiu'  ami  l'rnl'i>M,r  Saiiit>burv.  seem  In  think  lilile  of  Bal- 
zac'.- |iliiin-nph_\.  ailMnuixh  tliev  afipreciate  fully  the  success 
he  attained  m  .-miic  individual  slnrics  nf  the  ;,'rniip.  Much 
laii  III'  .-aid  in  fa\nr  of  both  (•nntrntion>  The  doiui- 
ii.irit  idea,  the  iiMU'al.  i-  i|iiite  appai-eiit  in  these  philo- 
sophical iin\eK<,  and  Halzae.  e-pecially  when  he  satirizes  his 
a^e  for  it^  st'iisualily  and  iiiei'ediility,  ajipears  to  have  coin- 
fireheiided  ihe  ba<al  principle-  (d'  inili\idual  and  social  life  as 
scarcely  any  other  man  has  ever  d(,)ne.  IJut  if  we  ask  ourselves 
whether  lialzae  has  coiirdinated  his  pliilo.-nphy  id'  life  into 
a  coherent  >ysteiu  ba.-^ed  on  scieiitilie  investiiiation.  most  of  us 
will  an.-wer  in  the  ne^Mtive  If  we  think  of  him  as  rivaliiij^ 
ilerherl  .Spencer  as  a  toiiiider  id'  the  .-cieiice  of  sociology, 
we  find  it  hard  to  presei've  our  reverence  for  him.  lie  was  a 
great  thicker,  but  he  was  al>o  a  great  dreamer,  and  he  fre- 
quently cnnfounded  the  two  roles.  His  theories  of  politics 
and  religion  make  but  a  slight  appeal  to  the  jiosilive  mind; 
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his  nu'taphysiral  spoculations,  conipnunded  of  mysticism 
and  matiTii.lism,  an.  attractive  to  certain  classes  of',HT.s..ns 
much  H,  evidence  to-da.v,  l.i.t  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  or 
lint  fiinuv^ri.,H.r,„i,„„  „.|ji  „,!,,,.  ^j,,.|_^  wort hv of  serious  study 
Ills  philosophy,  like  that  of  Shakespeare  and  of  most  other 
Kmit  creative  Kciuuses.  rests  at  last  (m  intuition,  and  is 
chiefly  valuahl,.  hecaiise  it  is  stimulatinjr  and  su--eslive.  not 
hfcause  It  supplie..  fairly  coherent  answers  to  eternal  prob- 
lems. 

His  correspondence  shows  that  liaixac  labored  intensely 
ov.T  "La  i'eaii  de  Cha-rin."  and  thai  he  had  -n-at  hopes  of  its 
Buceess.  Ui<  hopes  wre  realize.i.  Xotlnn-  like  it  had  ap- 
peared before  in  France,  and,  ahhouirh  he  was  aeeuseil  of 
haviii-  made  the  (lennan  llolfmann  his  niMdel.  he  could 
answer  that  he  ha. I  c(,n,vived  his  stnrv  Infuiv  havin.r  read  his 
Teut..nic  rival.  His  friend.  I'lnlaivu.  Cha.^les.  declared,  on 
the  other  hand. in  an  elalx.rate  preface.lhat  Balzac  was  invert- 
ing the  work  ..f  Rabelais,  lashin-  ihe  materialized  world  of 
is:n  as  the  historian  ..f  (iai-anlua  had  lashed  the  ide.dogieal 
Middle  Ages.  The  eagc-r  aulhur  himxlf.  not  trusting  en- 
tirely to  his  friends,  n^viewed  his  own  book  more  than  once 
and  found  it  good. 

l)n  this  point,  at  least,  most  of  his  contemporaries  agreed 
with  him;  nor  has  a  seri.msly  dissenting  voice  been  raised  in 
the  seventy  years  that  have  since  supervened.  'i'o  some 
readers  -La  I'eau  i\o  Chagrin"  is  tlh'  most  absorbinir  volunieof 
the  "Comedy."  It  has  for  them  the  depth  of  '-Hamlet"  or 
"Faust"  combined  with  the  exciting  interest  of  a  sensational 
romance  and  the  pathos  and  sentiment  (d'  a  trage.lv  of  l.,ve. 
Wiseacres  have  indeed  asked  what  would  have  hai)pened  if 
Raphael  had  wished  that  the  talisman  should  expand;  others 
have  wondered  how  a  drunken  man  could  have  tol.l  so  well- 
knit  and  elaborate  a  story  as  that  .oiitain.'d  in  the  part  that 
describes    Valentin's    relations    with     Fa>dora.      But    most 
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rcadiT.-  li;ivc  riL'litlv  iiv.itid  -uili  (|iif-t ions  ;is  iiii|)('rtiiioiuvs, 
bi'iii;;-  ciirriiii  aliiii--.  n-  m  --lir.  ,lrk\||  jnid  Mr.  llvdr."  hv  tlu; 
iiniiiciiM'  jHiucr  ;hhI  the  nrji^inaluy  nl'  tlit-  ^'I'Ucnil  ((iiurjjlidii. 
(iivcii  II  i:rniii-  inlii!iirl_\  m  luvc  wiili  life  wliosf  every  wisli 
(JetTca-e.-  hi-  \ii.il  -nvnutli  and  lirinj^s  liini  nearer  lo  the 
f:rave,  and  ur  ha\r  a  ilnmc  thai  wduM  liave  won  I'anie  for  an 
author  far  Ic-- ciHldUi-d  than  llal/ae. 

J'.iit  in  lialzac".-  haii<l-  how  wonderful  it  all  is — holli  tlioiiio 
'•ind  Ileal  Mil  til.  'i'hi-  rrali.^tic  xciii'  in  the  LMinliiin^r  liou.-e, 
di'Vclu|ird  i?i  an  ai'ii-iic  uay  from  a  previously  pulili-lied  first- 
drafl.  hold-  ihc  aiinition  from  the  >!arl.  'I'he  di-;cription  of 
tile  ciirio.-iiy-.-h.iii.  in  whiili  i^aL^L'^raiion  lieeomes  a  positivt', 

I 'if   virtue,  (arrio   ii.-  over  >at  i-farlorily    fi-Mm    realism  to 

'""'■inn  llrforo  \\r  kuow  il.  Wt ■  loo  are  .-uhjeei  to  the  iiillu- 
I'liec  of  ilie  niy.~lrriou.-  tali.-maii.  Wr  aiv  not  so  mueli  intoxi- 
<i"td  a.-  iioi  lo  pcreeive  that  ilirrr  i>  .-oinrihiujr  factitious 
alioul  ihe  liiiihlv-u  rou<dit  account  of  the  famous  ortrv.  but 
We  yield  more  or  le.->  to  the  M'duction.-  of  the  licentious  lu.xurv 
thai  >(■!■>  c>  as  jiresidin--  mn.-e  for  at  lea-I  half  the  romance. 
\\  I'  thrill  at  the  spliMidid  euloirium  of  ( 'u\  icr,  and  we  note  the 
oarly  appearance  of  the  hasal  idea  of  the  ■'lliimaii  Comedy" 
(paizv  :  I  ).  W'c  enjoy  the  Oriciiial  loudies  that  befit  such  a 
C(jiili',  and  wc  ]icreeive  that  time  and  airain  iJalzae  has  oeca- 
sion  to  draw  on  his  own  experiences.  We  care  little  for  the 
lact  thai  the  conversations  teml  to  dcp'nerate  into  harangues, 
that  thire  are  infi'licitics  like  ih,'  feehle  thrust  at  the  I'l  luv 
(Irs  l)i  ii.r  Moiii/i  s.  \\\-  are  carried  away  because  Balzae  before 
us  wa-  transported.  We  .-ee  \"a!enlin  win  his  first  money 
al  cards,  we  watch  him  develop  into  an  Attie  rhilos()j)her. 
\ve  note  ihe  dawniiii:  of  Pauline's  p".-sion,  we  follew  the 
stroiii.d\  (  oiitra>tini:  course  cd'  l-"iedoi'a.  the  woman  without  a 
heart,  we  are  as  interested  as  Raphael  in  the  flndinjr  of  the 
gold  |iiece-:.  and  we  Would  not  for  the  world  have  him  get  a 
spot  of  mud  on  his  shoes.      It   may  be  a  piiilosopiiical  story 
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we  ;iro  rciidin-.  l)ut  ino.-t  of  iis  think  <>(  tlu-  storv  ratli.T  than 
of  the  phil.ouphy:  and  if  ur  aiv  i,,l,l  that  I'.alzac  pru.ln.rs  his 
c'hii'fi'irccts  hy  a  hivi-h  and  (licnp  u-..  of  violent  (-..ntrasts,  we 
do  not  care. 

Thi'  intcfot  of  thr  third  part  is  nmn'  altsorhiii^'  and  trairio. 
U'apharlV  >r|(i.h  ~lni--l,>  f,,,-  lif.  o\,.rnia>tcr  our  connnon- 
s.'n<,..   which    trils   us   that    \u-  on.dil    to  dir  sin.v   h,.  alnio>t 

Mfwr  jMiIs  his  !„,„,. r  to  a  - 1  ii>,..      \\..  |n,-rt  that    uc  an- 

n'adm^'  a  naiv  roniancc  when  u..  aiv  l.roimht   into  the  prt'S- 

CIHr  of  halll.d  scifiuv.  H,.fnIV  the  hidrou-  M'llishn..ss  of  tlic 
guests  of  the  uatcrin,i:-|)la(v  cvm  thr  ini.sinthfopv  (d'  a  'I'linon 
scvnis  ju.-tilicd.  i;,ii  NaMiiv.  thr  .-onM,!,.!-.  'i.iid  a  true 
woniaii's  1,,\,.  .av..  us.  if  tlicv  <annot  Ifaphad.  aixl.  thouirh  wo 
niiglit  >])aiv  the  rpilo^u.".  Wf  hiy  the  hook  doun  acknou|rd<:iiijr 
Its  wondtTful  ^daniouf.  its  j.oiLniant  intciv-t.  its  mordant 
satire,  its  v.'rve.  in  short  all  that  may  hr  <laimcd  lor  it  save 
its  philosophy,  whicli  may  he  profound  hut  surely  is  ii.,t  noble, 
"^es.  "La  l'eaudfCha^rin"'isa  ma.-terpi.rr  hoih  of  coiurption 
and  of  execution,  tor  even  in  point  of  verbal  stvic  there  is 
little  to  eeiLsure.  I'.alzae  is  carried  away  hy  l,is  own  ener^ry— 
his  ideas  are  .,n  j,aper  hefoir  he  ha.  time  to  ivtieet  and  idlow 
them  to  grow  eonfu.ed.  'I'here  are  (cw  hetter  pages  in  the 
whole  •■Comedy"  than  those  thai  .loiTihe  til.'  courtesan 
Acpiilina  or  than  ttiose  that  analyz,.  the  -eiiius  of  .lehanch  and 
the  harpy  nature  of  deht. 

The  short  stories  ineludeil  in  this  volume  d.'tnand  hut  few 
words.  'I'he  first  is  generally  regarded  as  on,.  „f  p„ilzae's 
nuisterpieces :  the  second  has  neither  increased  his  fame  nor 
caused  much  fresh  interest  to  attach  to  the  ".Melnioth  the 
Wanderer"  (d"  the  Irish  romaiu-er.  I?ev.  Cliarlo  Rohert  .Ma- 
turin.  who  once  had  a  wide  reputation.  In  hoth  tales  the 
"philosoi.hical"  idea  is  cl,,irly  and  st  n.n-ly  e.vpressed.  and 
the  .siiving  pow.T  of  faith  is  well  set  over  against  the  impo- 
tence of  knowledge  and  force,  no  matter  how  great,   when 
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popsi'ssi'd  by  a  finite  Ihiml:  ni  iin-tiihlr  an. I  impuro  will.  In 
''.Jt'siis-CIiiisI  ,'u  Flaihli.'"  ih..  Iii>turi(a]  scitiii;,'  is  t'xcfUent ; 
Jii  "MrhriMili  Ii'rcniiiilir"  \\u'  iii(i(icni,  TariMaii  setting'  is  at 
least  IK, I  unv.nrlhv  n\  |;,il/a.-.  .-..  -u.m]  aiv  llu-  pajres  that  d.'- 
scnl.c  the  .  \,,l,innM  nt  il„.  ca-iiirr  jmkI  |Ii(.  mode  ,,f  life  of  the 
////(•  rnlnfrnnr.  W-vlui^r  one  .oul,]  u  .si,  t|,,.„  ,l„.  ..pilo^M,,.  of 
the  liiM  Murv.  aitl,uu-h  it  is  powerful  .Hid  m  thoroii^di  har- 
'""">  "'"'  i'''>\'-.ii\  idealistic  eoMeeptioii  of  the  part  to  ho 
|da\ed  h\  111,.  ,|iiiivli  111  the  latter-day  world,  had  hecn  kept 
separat,.  under  it-  lirM  title  ••|/(lv|i-.e- ;  hut  one  <.ould  hunlly 
wish  r.,r  a  iii.,re  ironical  ending'  to  the  second  tale  than  is  fur- 
nislie,!  |,v  Halzae-s  di>po>iti,,n  of  the  nivst.Tious  endowtnent 
which  Mehnoth  and  CaHtauk-r  were  w)  ;,dad  to  transfer  to  other 
unfortunate  souls. 

W.  P.  Tkext. 
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To  Monsieur  Savary,  Member  uf  Le  A     demie  dcs  Sciences. 


Sterne— Tristram  Shandy,  ch.  cccxxll. 


THE   TALISMAN 

Towards  the  end  nf  the  montli  of  Octohor  1859  a  young 
man  entered  the  I'ahiis-Koyal  just  as  the  ganiin<T-hou?e3 
opened,  ajrreeahly  to  tlie  hiw  which  protects  a  passion  hy  its 
ver>-  nature  easily  excisable  ITe  mounted  the  st;nrca.«e  of 
one  of  the  rramhh'nsr  hells  distinguished  by  the  nuin'.er  36, 
without  too  much  deliberation. 
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''V..!ir  !i,it.  -ir.  It'  \..ii  |.|.  :i...:-"'  ;i  thm.  .|iioriiloiH  voi.-.'  ra!!,  ,1 
f^i"-  A  lillli  oli|  im;iii.  .  r.iiiciiiiiL'  iii  tlic  (larkiK--  iH'lniiii  Ji 
raili/iL'.  -ikMi  iiI\  mim'  .in,|  .xliilMt.-.l  iii-  frutiin-,  r.irvi'il  afl.T 
a   nil. Ill  ill  -!:.'ii 

A-  \.ui  cnti  r  a  ;.'aiiiiiii:-lii)iiM'  tln'  law  iii--|iuil>  vmi  nf  \.Mir 
liai  ai  tlic  nut-i  I.  1^  II  Ik  u;i\  nf  ii  |.aral.lr.  a  ili\iii.'  iwila- 
tinii  '1     <  »r  liy  1  \ai  tiiiL'-  -miif  |plr(|p'  ^^v  uthcr.  i-  iml  an  inf.Tiial 

''""ll'.l'l     llll[il|i  il  '-        I-     II     ,|,,n,.    t«i    ru|n|pr|     \,,l|     |..    |,[T-rr\t'    a 

ri--|iri  !  fill  ilnnr.-.ihir  inuai.l-  ilm-r  uln.  arr  almnt  in  i^ain 
mnn.  \  i.f  vnii'  (»r  nm^t  iIh'  li.'icii  i\r.  u  hn  ^i|uat>  in  mir 
sucial  scuir-.   Iiinu    ill.'   iMiiii'  nf  'uiir  hattif.  nr   vmir  own. 

il     Mill    lia|i|ii  fl    In    li,i\r    unllrll    11    nil    tln'    lillMlL.'    Ill-lllc!-'       Of. 

iiftfi-  al!.  I-  llii'  iiMM-ar.iiiriii  nf  \ni;r  ,kull  rci|iiirr(l  fnr  tlii- 
i"in|iil,iiinii    nf    -lali-lii-    a-    l..    \U-    .Tfrliral    caiiacity     nf 

plMl!il(T>  r       'I'ilr   r\.cilti\r    i<    al)-i|lll,!\     -ilrllt    nil    tlli^    point. 

Hut  III.  <\\xv  nf  ihi-.  tliat  tliniitrli  yon  lia\c  scari'fly  taken  a 
Hti'fi  tnnanl-  ilif  taMis,  \niir  liat  no  niorf  lir|oni:s  to  you 
niiw  lliaii  yon  liilnn;.'-  to  your-rlf,  I'lay  po>si'.-s('s  vou.  your 
foriinii',  \onr  caji.  your  caiir,  vmir  cloak. 

.\>  ymi  ^'o  out.  it  will  lie  iiauic  cliar  to  yon.  1)V  a  «avafrf 
irmiy.  tliat  I'lay  lia>  yi't  spari'd  yon  M.inftliinL'.  since  voiir 
projirrly  is  ntnrned.  For  all  that,  if  yon  hritiL'  a  new'  hat 
with  ynii.  ymi  will  have  to  fiay  for  the  knowlidirf  that  a  special 
co>tii!!ii'  i-  iifcilcd  for  a  ^'aiiihlcr. 

'I'hi-  (  \ii|.iit  a-ioiii-linieiit  with  wliicli  the  yonnir  man  took 
a  iiiunliereil  tally  in  exchaiiiir  for  his  hat.  which  wa.-^ 
fortunately  soiiicu  hat  rnhhi  d  at  the  hrim.  showed  clearlv 
eiioiiL'li  that  hi-  niind  was  yet  nnlaiiilcd  ;  and  the  little  old 
man.  who  had  wallowed  from  his  yoiiih  up  in  tlio  furiniH 
plca<iin-  of  a  L,'aiiililcr's  life,  ca-t  a  dull,  indifferent  <,dance 
over  him.  ill  which  a  pliiliwnnher  iiiiirht  have  seen  wretched- 
iie--  Iviiilt  in  tlie  hospital,  the  v.airrant  lives  of  mined  folk, 
inipie^t^  on  iinmlierle--  suicide-.  lifi-loriL'  penal  servitude  and 
tran-pnrt;i!  inn-  tn  (luai^neoalco. 

Hi-  I'.nlid.  liiiLrth\  xi-aL'c  appeared  like  a  hairpard  eni- 
boiliment  nf  ill,.  i.;i  — inn  reduced  to  it.-  simplest  terms.  There 
were  traces  uf  [last  an.i,'uish  in  its  wrinkles.     He  supported 
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UU'  on  the  Kliilinnu>  .>..iii-  ;ii  li.nv,  i'-.  ,,11. 1  -.mmiLIcI  away  lii> 
in.'a;;iv  i-ariiiiij,'^  iliiv  \,y  .la\  I.ikr  -nm.^  .,|.l  lia.kiifv  uliirli 
takes  IKI  lltcci  of  lllr  -tlMk.>  uf  l!,r  uliip.  notliinj.'  rould  inovo 
liiiu  now.  Tlir  -iitl.il  ;:roan'  of  nniiril  plastrs,  as  tlicy 
pasiicd  out.  their  mtitr  miprit  atioiw.  their  .--tiipelied  faces, 
found  hini  iMi|.a--i\e  ||,.  u,i-  the  -|unl  of  |Mav  incarnate. 
If  the  yonriir  man  liad  iiotieed  this  r-orry  Cerheriis.  perhap.s 
lie  would  liavi"  said.  •■'I'liere  is  only  a  pack  of  card-  in  liiat 
heart  of  liis." 

The  .tnuiL'er  did  not  lieed  this  warning  writ  in  tlc^h  ;ind 
hlood.  put  there,  no  doiiht.  hy  Providence,  who  has  set  loath- 
ing' on  the  thi-e-liuld  .,f  all  e\il  haiinis.  !Ie  walked  holdly 
into  tlie  saloon,  uheiv  the  rattle  of  cuin  hroiii'lit  his  v.iise^ 
under  the  daz/lin-r  >pel|  of  an  a,<:oiiy  of  ^'reed.  y\„<t  likely 
he  had  heeu  ilrawn  thither  hy  that  iiio-t  ronvinciiiL'  of  Jeaii 
.lacijucs"  eloipieiit  periods,  which  expresses,  I  think,  this 
nielaiichojy  thoiiudit.  "Vcs.  I  ean  inia^n no  that  a  man  may 
take  to  >.'anihlin^'  when  he  see.*  only  his  hist  shilling'  hetween 
iiiin  and  death." 

There  is  an  illusion  about  a  pamhlinu:  saloon  at  niirht  as 
vul;_'ar  as  that  of  a  bloodthir-ty  draiiia,  and  just  as  efTective. 
The  rooms  are  filled  with  pljivers  and  onlookers,  with  povertv- 
Ptrieken  age.  which  draLr^  ii-elf  thither  in  search  of  stinnila- 
tion.  with  excited  faces,  and  revels  that  hepm  in  wine,  to  end 
shortly  in  the  Seine.  The  passion  is  there  in  full  measure, 
hut  the  irreat  numher  of  the  actors  prevents  you  from  seeing 
the  .L'amhlinL'-deniori  face  to  face.  The  eveninL'  is  a  harmony 
or  chorus  in  which  all  take  part,  to  wliich  each  instrument 
in  the  orchestra  contrihutes  his  -hare.  Vou  would  see  there 
plenty  of  resjiectahle  people  u  Ik.  Icive  cotuc  in  sean  h  of  diver- 
sion, for  which  they  pay  as  iliev  pav  for  the  pleasures  of  the 
theatre,  or  of  ^'luttony.  or  tlicy  come  hither  as  to  some  irarret 
where  they  clieajien  [loiL'nant  reLrnts  for  tlu-ee  months  to 
efiine. 

Po  you  understand  all  the  force  and  frenzv  in  a  soul  whicti 

inipatiently  wait-  for  the  npi  nini'  of  :i  Lratnhlin?  hell?     Be- 
tween the  (layliLdit  i:amhler  and  tin-  jilaver  at  nitrht  there  is 
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the  samp  rUfforpncp  tliat  lies  between  a  careless  husband  and 
the  lover  >\\i,oii\nis  under  his  lady's  window.  Only  with 
mornin.i:  onnies  the  real  liin.b  of  the  passion  and  the  craving 
in  its  stark  horror.  Then  you  can  iulniire  the  real  gambler, 
who  has  neither  eaten,  slept,  thought,  nor  lived,  he  has  so 
smarted  under  the  scourge  of  his  martingale,  so  suffered  on 
the  rack  of  his  desire  for  a  coup  of  Irvnte-et-quaranlc.  At 
that  accursed  hour  you  eiicdunier  eyes  whose  ealmi  .ss  terrifies 
you,  faces  that  l'a.<(inatc,  glances  that  seem  as  if  they  had 
power  to  turn  the  cards  over  and  consume  them.  The  grand- 
est hours  of  a  gambling  saloon  are  not  the  o])ening  ones.  If 
Spain  has  buU-lighis,  and  lionu- once  bad  her  gladmtors,  Paris 
waxes  proud  of  her  Talais-lJoyal,  where  the  inevitable 
roulcltcs  (iiu.-e  bloo<l  to  th)w  in  streams,  and  the  public  can 
have  the  pleasure  of  watching  without  fear  of  their  feet 
6]i{)ping  in  it. 

'J'ake  a  quiet  peep  at  the  arena.  How  hare  it  looks!  The 
paper  on  the  walls  is  greasy  to  the  height  of  your  head,  there 
is  nothing  to  bring  one  reviving  thought.  There  is  not  so 
much  as  a  nail  for  the  convi  iii<iur  of  .-uieides.  The  lh)or  is 
worn  and  dirty.  An  obbmg  table  stands  in  the  middle  of 
the  room,  the  tablecloth  is  worn  by  the  friction  of  gold,  but 
the  straw-botlomed  chairs  about  it  indicate  an  odd  indiffer- 
ence to  luxury  in  the  men  who  will  lose  their  lives  here  in  the 
quest  of  the  fortune  that  is  to  put  lu.xury  within  their 
reach. 

This  contradict i()n  in  humanity  is  seen  wherever  the  soul 
reacts  powerfully  u|i.)n  itself.  The  -allant  would  clothe  his 
mistros  in  silks,  would  deck  her  out  in  .-oft  Kastern  fid.Tics, 
tliough  he  and  she  must  lie  on  a  tnickle-bed.  The  ambitious 
dnanuT  sees  biniM'lf  at  the  summit  of  power,  while  he 
plavishly  (.rostrates  himself  in  the  mire.  'i"he  tra<h'snuin 
Ktagnatc^  in  his  damp,  unhealthy  shop,  while  he  builds  a 
great  ri!;iii-i(,n  for  his  son  lo  inherit  [)rematurely.  onlv  to  be 
eje<'te<i  fruri  it  by  law  proceedings  at  his  own  brother's 
instaru'i'. 

After  all,  is  there  a  less  pleasing  thing  in  the  world  than 
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ahouseofpWc?  Sin-  -.juo.tion!  Man  is  alwavs  at 
etrifo  wuh  InmsHf.  His  ,,.  ,nt  wcs  ,nvo  ,h.  li.  ,o  l.i.s 
hopes;  u-  he  look-s  to  a  f.u,..-,  vlmh  is  not  his.  to  in.lenm.fv 
um  for  these  present  snfferinfrs ;  s.-ttin^^  „,,.„  ,„  ,,;,  .^j,,,^; 
the  seal  of  inconseuuenee  aiul  of  the  wakne.^s  of  his  natnre 
Ue  have  nothing  here  below  m  full  „K,,sure  but  mis- 
fortune. 

There  were  several  gamblers  in  the  room  alroaHv  when  the 
young  man  entered.     Three  l.al.I-h..a.le,l  seniors  were  loung- 
ing rouiultlie  green  table.  Jnii.erturl.able  as  <l,pio„,ati>ts,  those 
phister-cast    faces  of   theirs   betoi<ene.l   blunted   sensibilities 
and  hearts  which  had  long  forgotten  how  to  throb,  even  when 
a  woman  s  dowry  was  the  stake.     A  young  Italian.  oHve-hued 
and  dark-haired,  sat  at  one  end,  with  his  elbows  on  the  table 
seeming  to  listen  to  the  presentiments  of  luck  that  dictate  a 
gambler  s  "\ es"  or  "Xo."     Tin.  glow  of  fire  and  gold  was  on 
that  southern  face.     Home  seven  or  eight  onkx.kers  stood 
by  way  of  an  audience,  awaiting  a  drama  composed  of  the 
strokes  of  chance,  the  facvs  of  the  actors,  the  cinnilation  of 
coin,  and  the  motion  of  the  croupirr's  rake,  much  as  a  silent 
motionless  crowd  watches  the  headsman  in  the  I'lace  de  (irAve' 
A  tall, thin  man,in  a  threadbare  coat,  held  a  card  in  one  hand 
and  a  pin  in  the  other,  to  mark  the  mimlxTs  of  |{ed  or  Black' 
He  seemed  a  modern  Tantalus,  with  all  the  pleasures  of  his 
o})och  at  his  lips,  a  hoardless  miser  drawing  in  imaginary 
gains,  a  sane  species  of  lunatic  who  consoles  himself  in  his 
misery  by  chimerical  dreams,  a  man  who  touches  peril  and 
vice  as  a  young  priest  handles  the  unconsecrated  wafer  in 
the  white  mass. 

One  or  two  experts  at  the  game,  shrewd  speculators,  had 
placed  themselves  opposite  the  bank,  like  old  convicts  who 
have  lo.st  all  fear  of  ilie  hulks;  tliev  meant  to  Irv  two  or  thr.'e 
coups,  and  tlim  to  depart  at  o,H-e  wiiii  the  ...xp,.eted  gains,  on 
which  they  lived.  Two  ..|derl\-  waiters  dawdled  about  with 
their  arms  folded,  looking  from  tim"  to  time  into  the  warden 
from  the  windows,  as  if  to  show  their  insignificant  faces  as 
a  sign  to  passers-by. 
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Tiio  croiipior  and  l.ank.T  tlirow  ;i  frliastly  and  withering 
glance  at  tlic  puntiTs.  ami  f  rice],  in  a  sharp  voice,  "Mak^ 
your  game  I"  as  the  yoiini:  .nan  ,aiiie  in.  Tlie  silence  seemed 
to  grow  deeper  as  all  heads  tiirnrd  curiously  towards  the  new 
arrival.  Who  would  have  th.. unlit  it?  The  Jaded  elders, 
the  fossilized  waiters,  the  onlookers,  the  fanatical  Italian' 
himself,  felt  an  indefinahle  dread  at  sight  of  the  stranger. 
Is  he  not  wretched  indeed  who  can  excite  pity  here?  Musl 
he  not  he  very  heljiless  to  receive  .sympathy,  "ghastly  in  ap- 
pearance to  raise  a  shudder  iu  ih"si>  [)laces,  where  pain  utters 
no  cry.  where  wretchedness  looks  gay,  and  despair  is  decorous? 
Such  thoughts  as  these  produced  a  new  emotion  in  these  torpid 
hearts  as  the  yiung  man  entered.  Were  not  executioners 
known  to  shed  tears  over  the  fair-haired,  girlish  heads  that 
had  to  fall  at  the  hidding  of  the  Revolution? 

The  gand)lers  saw  at  a  glance  a  dreadful  my-tery  in  the 
novice's  face.  Ilis  young  features  were  stamped  with  a 
melancholy  grace,  his  looks  told  of  unsuccess  and  many 
hlighted  hopes.  The  dull  apathy  of  the  suicide  had  made  his 
forehead  so  deadly  pale,  a  hitter  smile  carved  faint  lines  ahout 
the  corners  of  his  ntouth.  and  there  was  an  ahandonment  ahout 
him  that  was  painful  to  see.  Some  sort  of  demon  sparkled 
in  the  dei.ths  of  his  eye,  which  droop(>d,  wearied  perhaps 
with  pleasure  Could  it  hav.'  heen  di.^sipation  that  had  set 
its  foul  mark  on  the  proud  face,  once  pure  and  hri^^ht,  and 
now  hrought  low  ?  Any  doctor  seeing  the  yellow  circh's  ahout 
his  eyelids,  and  the  color  in  his  cheek's,  would  have  set 
them  down  to  some  alf(>ction  of  the  Jieart  or  luiiirs.  while 
p"-t-:  would  have  attributed  them  to  the  havoc  hrouirht  l.v 
the  search  for  knowledge  and  to  night-vigils  hv  the  student's 
lamp. 

Hut  a  complaint  more  fatal  than  any  disease,  a  disease  more 
mereile-^-;  than  genius  or  stndv.  Iiad  dr.-iwn  thi>  xmuvi  face, 
and  had  wrung  a  heart  wiiieh  dis<ipati.m.  siudv.  and  sickness 
had  scaiveiv  di-^turhed.  When  a  notorious  criminal  i-  taken 
totheconviei'-;  prison,  the  prisoner^  weh-ome  him  respectfully, 
and  these  evil  spirits  in  human  shape.  e.\[)erienced  in  tormentej 
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bowed  before  an  unheard-of  iinirui.-li.  By  the  depiii  of  the 
wound  which  met  their  eves,  they  rc..ou„i/"(,d  a  jirinee  aiiionj; 
thoni.  by  the  niajfsty  t,{  liis  unspnken  in.nv.  hv  tlie  refined 
wretohe.lness  of  jiis  jrarb.  'i'he  fn-ck-oiit  tiiat'he  wore  was 
well  cut,  l.ut  his  ennat  was  on  terms  so  intimate  with  his 
waistcoat  that  no  one  could  susp.ct  him  of  underlincn.  His 
,  hands,  shapely  as  a  woman's,  wrvr  not  p,-rfcctlv  draii:  for 
twodayspast  ind-,.,!  h,'  had  cfax;!  t,,  uvar  jrloves'  If  tli,.  vcrv 
croupier  and  tlie  waiters  sluiddnvd.  it  was  l)(vau>e  some 
traces  of  tlic  spell  of  innoeeiice  yet  huni:  ahout  his  nieatrre, 
delicately-shaped  form,  and  his  scanty  fair  liair  in  its  natural 
curls. 

He  looked  only  about  twenty-fiv<>  years  of  a,>:e,  and  any 
trace  of  vice  in  his  face  seemed  to  he  tlien'  hv  accident.  A 
younof  constitution  still  resisted  the  inroads  of  lubricity. 
Darkness  and  li<zht.  annihilation  and  .'xistence,  seemed  to 
struggle  in  him.  with  effects  of  mingled  beauty  and  terror. 
There  he  stoo.l  like  some  erring  an^e]  that  has  "lost  his  radi- 
ance: and  these  emeritus-professors  of  vice  and  shame  were 
ready  to  bid  the  novice  depart,  even  as  some  toothless  crone 
might  be  seized  with  pity  for  a  beautiful  girl  who  offers  her- 
self up  to  infamy. 

The  young  man  went  straight  up  to  the  table,  and,  as  he 
stood  there,  flung  down  a  piece  of  gold  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  without  deliberation,  ft  rolled  on  to  the  Black:  then, 
as  strong  natures  can,  h<'  looked  calmly,  if  anxiouslv,  at  the 
croupier,  as  if  he  held  useless  subterfuges  in  scorn. 

The  interest  this  cou[)  awakened  was  so  great  that  the  old 
gamesters  laid  nothing  upon  it:  onlv  the  Italian,  inspired  by 
a  gambler's  enthusiasm,  smiled  suddenly  at  some  thouirht, 
and  punted  his  heap  of  coin  against  the  strang<>r's  stake. 

The  baidcer  forgot  to  [)ronotinee  the  i)hrases  that  use  and 
wont  have  reduced  to  an  inarticulate  cry — "Make  your 
jame.  .  .  .  The  gaine  is  made.  .  .  .  i;,.ts  are  dosed." 
The  croupier  spread  out  the  cards,  and  seemed  to  wish  hick 
to  the  newcomer,  indifferent  as  he  was  to  the  Ios<,k  or  -rains 
of  those  who  took  part  in  these  sombre  pleasure..      Every  by- 
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stanrl.T  ,lu,u,ht  h.  ..u  a  dnuna.  ,!..•  .lunn^  .erne  of  a  nohle 
Jile,  m  Hm.  |,,riun.<  ,.f  ,|m,  |,i,  uf -.,1,|  :  an,l  ca-rrlv  liv,,!  iiis 
eyes  on  il,..  ,,rn,,h,,„.  ,,,nl>:  l„u  li-.w.-vrr  clns.lv  tli.'v  u-atchcd 
tin- you,,-  man.  ih.y  ,ni,|,i  .||.,-nv,.r  i,ot  iho  least  sj.rn  of  fot-1- 
iiig  on  lii>  cool  l.iit  n-.iic,~s  lace. 

"Kvcn:  n,!  u,n>.-  .aid  tlir  croiipi.T  olTioiallv.  A  dmnb 
sort  ol  rani,,  .an,,,  fn,,,,  ,!„.  ItaHai.'s  ll.roat  wl„.„  In-  saxv 
•''/•  '"''i"'l  no,...  ,h;,,  ,1,..  I.ankr,-  .houviv.l  „,,„„  hj.n  one 
i'llcr  anoiiK.r  Tli..  um,,,,  man  onlv  ,.ndris,oo,|  hi<  calamity 
«lH-n  the  c,-on,„c,\  .'akc  ua>  cMcn,!...]  to  swc,.,,  au'av  hi.  last 
ii.-ij.olco,,.  The  IV,, ry  „,uchc.|  ,h,.  ..nin  \vi,h  a  lii'tl..  click 
as  It  su-,.,,t  ,,  ui,h  iIh  >,„.,.,!  „f  ,„  aiTou-  into  the  li-ap  of  .rojd 
bo  ..re  ,hc  hank.  Ti,c  M,-an^c,-  „n-ne,l  pale  at  lh<.  li.,..'^,nd 
softly  >|,n,  h,-  cy,.>.  h,„  he  nm^losed  tl,..,,  a-ain  at  once,  and 
tlic  n.d  co!,,,-  n.,,i,-nc,l  a.  he  atfccicd  th,.  airs  of  an  Kn.rji.h- 
'";'''•  '"  "'"'"■  I'l'-  '•^"'  ""■<■'•  11"  new  sensation,  and  .Jisanneared 
withon,    the   ..Hance   fnll   of  en,,vatv    for  co.npa-ion   that   a 

desp.Tal<.    -anie>lc,-    will    oHen    i:ive    the    hvstande,-s  How 

mu.h   can    happen    ,n   a   second's   space;   how   nianv   things 

ut'pend  on  a  tlii-ou  of  the  die! 

"'I'li.'t  was  his  la>t  rartndne.  „f  con,-se."  said  the  rnnipior 

smilin-:  afi,  r  a    nionienf.   Mlcn.c.   d„,-i„.   uhich   he  picked 

up  the  cm  hetueen  his  hn-eraiid  thumhaiKJ  held  if  np. 
'•H<'  I-  a  craeke.l  hi-ain  tiiat  will  lto  and  dr-own  himself" 

said  a  t,v,,nente,-  of  the  phnc.      lie  looked  roun.l  about  at  tlie 

•'I her  playeis.  who  all  knew  each  other. 

'•I^.'ili  :"  sai.l  a  waiter,  a-  he  i,M,k  a  j)i,ieh  of  snuif. 
"ir«,.lia,l  hut  foli,,ued  A;,sexamph..".aid  an  old  pamoster 

to  !!:,.  (,i||,.,-,.  ;,s  he  iH)iiit,'d  onf  (he  Italian. 

l-:vervl,o,|;,    h.oke.l  at   the  luckv  plaver,  whose  hands  Phonk 

■T-  he  e,,imi,.,l  hi-  hank-notes. 

_    "  \   \oi,.,.  -..emed   to  wliKper  to  me."  he  saii].     '>Thc  hiok 

'^^-'if'-  '■'  L'o  a-ain-,   ,liai    voiinLr  man"-  <Iesj)air." 

.'■"'    '~  •'   '"■"■  '"""l-"  -'i'l   111"  hanke,-.  "or  he  would  have 
fliv„!,.,l    I:,,    ,,,,„„„,    ;„(„   ,1,,,,.,.   |,.,,,j^   ,^^  ^^j^.^^   hhuMf   more 

Chan,  e 

The  .\.,iin-  niaii  «ent  out  withou}  a>kin^'  for  his  hat;  but 
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the  ol,l  wat.-I,-,]nrr.  ulu,  |.,„]  „„„,i  „s  sl.al.hv  oon.lition  ro- 
tunicl  ,1  u,  liin,  unl.uut  ,,  unnl.  Tlu.  -an.blVr  i.Hrlianicallv 
ga\c  lip  the  tall.v.  an,]  urm  .lounstairs  uhistlin-  Pi  lanti 
lalp.l,  so  f.M.l.lv.  tliat  1...  Iniu^vU-  s.-an^lv  lieanl  the  delicious 
notes. 


Ill'   foiiinl 
Palais-Ifuva! 
tion  (if  ihc  ' 
(Iccidrd  sti'ii. 


'I'lus.if  iininrdiatcly  under  the  arcades  of  the 
J-i'a<  lie<l  I  he  i;ii,.  Saint  Hoiiore.  took  the  diree- 
'iideries.  and  .n.-xd  the  <:ariU'n-  with  an  un- 
lle  walked  as  if  h,.  ucfe  in  some  d.>sert.  elliowed 
l>.v  men  uhon.  h,.  „„|  not  see.  jioafin-  throiii:!,  all  the  voi.rs 
of  the  erowd  ,„,..  vn,ce  aloiu--the  voice  of  Dcatli.  He  was 
lost  III  the  thou-hts  that  hennnd.cd  iiini  at  ia^t  like  the 
erimmals  who  n.-vd  to  he  tak.'n  in  carts  from  the  Palais  do 
Justice  to  the  IMace  de  (iivve,  where  the  seatfold  awaited 
them  redd,.ned  with  all  the  hlood  spilt  there  since  Kits. 

There  is  somethini:  frreal  and  lerrihl.'  ahout  suicide  Most 
peoples  downfalls  are  n..t  dan-emus:  thev  are  like  children 
who  have  not  far  to  fall,  and  cannot  injure  thems,>lves-  hut 
when  a  -reat  naluiv  is  dashed  down,  he  is  l.oun.l  to  fall  from 
.1  height.  He  must  have  been  raised  almost  to  the  skies-  he 
has  caught  glimpses  of  s.mie  heaven  hi'vond  his  reach 
Vehement  must  the  stomis  he  which  compel  a  soul  to  seek 
for  peace  from  the  trigger  of  a  pistol. 

How  much  voung  power  starv.-s  and  pines  away  m  a  garret 
for  want  of  a  friend,  for  lack  of  a  woman's  consolation,  in 
the  midst  of  millions  of  fellow-creatures,  in  the  presence  of 
a  h.stless  crowd  that  is  hnrden.'d  hv  its  wealth:  When  one 
rememhers  all  tliis.  suicide  looms  lai /e.  Between  a  self- 
sought  death  and  the  abundant  hopes  whose  voices  call  a 
young  man  to  Paris.  Cod  only  knows  what  mav  intervene; 
what  ((miendinsr  ideas  have  striven  within  the  soul:  what 
poems  have  been  set  aside:  what  moans  and  what  .iespair 
have  been  repress,  d  :  uhat  abortive  masterpieces  and  vain  en- 
deavors !  Kvery  suicide  is  an  awful  poem  of  sorrow.  Where 
will  you  find  a  work  of  genius  floafinsx  above  the  seas  of 
literature  that  can  compare  with  this  paragraph: 
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"^  I'stcrday.  nt  fmir  o'lloik.  a  vduiii:  wotnaii  threw  IitTaulf 
inio  the  Seine  from  tlii>  Pmii  (le<  Arts." 

I»raiiias  and  niinaner-  pair  I,,  fdri'  tliis  eoneiso  Parisian 
phrase:  so  ,,iiist  even  that  oM  fr.inli<|.ier<..  Tin-  Lainvnlnfioni^ 
of  the  i/lnriinis  l.-iiK/  >,f  K,i,  nmr.hi .  pnl  in  pris.ni  hi/  Ins 
chihlrrn.  tiie-olc  iviii.iinni-  fra-iiant  ..fa  lost  work  tlial  .Irew 
tears  from  Si.rii.'  at  ili.'  I.are  |),.ru-ai— the  same  Sterne  who 
deserted  hi-^  own  uif.'  and  family. 

The  straiiirtT  wa-  L.-et  uiili  sn.-li  tli.)ii'-'lit<  as  these,  whieh 
passed  in  fraLMii.ail-  tliroii-h  InV  iriin.j.  lik.-  tatt.'red  tla^^s 
fliitterin.L'  ali'.\.'  ili.'  (-..mliat.  If  he  <ri  a-i.lo  f.,r  a  m. .merit 
the  linr.li'ns  of  .■oii-(i..ii>-nes~  and  of  memorv.  to  waidi  the 
flower  iieads  ^'ctiily  >waye(|  l.y  the  hreexe  amoiiii-  the  <,'reen 
thick,  ts,  a  re\ii!-ion  <  ame  ov.t  him.  lit".- stni.i:;,de<l  airainst  tiie 
op|.re->i\v  tli..n,i:ht  of  -iiieide,  and  hi-  ..y.s  r..-e  to  the  skv: 
trray  elo\i<ls.  •  .•laie  li..ly  trusts  of  til.'  wind.  \h-  stormy 
aim..-[.!iiTe.  ieeree.l  that  he  shonM  die 

II'  I'ent  '  wa  'oNv.trd  ih.  i'oiu  IJ.ival.  musini:  .)V(>r  the 
'  i-'f  f  i''ifs  •  "ll  uiio  iiad  L'one  hefore  him.  lle>milei]to 
hiniM'f  as  Ii.  n^n.  'xr.'d  that  Lord  Castl.Tea^h  lia.j  -atisfied 
tlie  hi, ml. I. -1     <■  ..(Is  l,|.f,,re  he  (  nt  hi-  throat,  and  that 

.   r  ha.l   >oiit:lit    for  his  <nufT-liox   as   he 
1-  anal  . /ed  the-e  extravairanees,  -.nd  even 
>r  as  li.'  St.  <id  a-ide  a^Miiist  tlie  jtarap.-t 
As.s.  b.--  ■  •i.it  ha. I  h.'.ai  whitciicd  ,-omewhat 
-•e  ea-      illy   hru-hed   ilic  dn-t    fr(.m   his 
!"•'-         II"   n;    h.'.l   the  middle  of  the 
.o'i  at  the  water. 

''  wniriir  vourself."'  said  a  racrsred 

aim;  '"i.-n't   the  Seine  (..1.1  and 


tlie  a.-adfrnh 
went  '  ■  lii-  d. 
e.xamirii-d  liii 
to  all        a  i'lii     r  i 
]>}•  th-        'r;!a.    .  a 
sleeve.    \<-  o\\ 

ar.il,  all.!       ■H.'d 

"W'tN't.  >M.a 

old   ".V. ■m::  lio 

dirty  -  ' 

Hi-  an-u.  r  wa      )   i  -mile,  which  ,-howed  tlie  fr.'nzicd 

natnr.'  ..f  in-  cohm;/.-  ;,,  n  he  shiv.'red  all  at  once  as  h.-  saw 
at  a  .li-iaiii c.  hv  till'  d.i.ir  of  the  Tnilerics.  a  shed  with  an  in- 
pcriplii.i)  .ili.ivc  i!  in  I.'lt.rs  Iw.hc  in.  lies  liii^li :  Thk  Kdval 
Hi  mam;  SociKrvV  .\im'.\i;a ns 

A  vision  iif  M.   Daeiieu.x  rose  Ufuie  him.  e(juij>ped  hv  his 
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jiliilanthropy,  oalliiiir  out  iiiid  Mttin<i  in  motion  the  too 
.•tli<-ii(]<.iis  nars  which  hrvuk  the  licads  of  dn.wiiiii;.'  iiu-n.  if 
imliickily  they  slioiild  n^-  to  tlic  siirra.'f.  lie  saw  a  <Mirious 
crowd  collect ini:,  niniiitii:  |',.r  a  doctor.  [)rcnariii;:  fiuiiJL'a- 
tions;  lie  rcail  the  iiiauiidcriti.i:  paraLn-a|.h  in  the  [lapcrs.  put 
hclwccii  notes  on  a  festivity  and  on  the  smiles  .,f  a  halh't- 
dancer;  he  Iieanl  tlie  franco  Ciuntrd  down  hy  the  prefect  of 
police  to  the  watermen.  As  a  corpse,  he  was  worth  fifteen 
francs:  hut  now  while  he  li\cd  he  uas  only  a  man  of  talent 
without  i)atrons.  without  friends,  without  a  mattress  to  lit! 
on.  or  any  one  tr»  speak  a  word  for  him— a  perfect  social 
cipher,  u.selcss  to  a  State  which  jrave  itself  no  trouhle  ahout 
him. 

A  death  in  hroad  daylipht  seemed  dejrradiri!:  to  him;  he 
made  up  his  min<l  to  die  at  ni^rht  so  as  to  he(iueath  an  un- 
rccofrnizahle  corpse  to  a  world  which  had  disre;:arde<l  the 
greatness  of  life.  He  liciran  his  waiiderini:s  a.Lrain.  turnini,' 
towards  Iho  C  lai  \'oltaire.  imitatini:  the  la^'frin<:  gait  of  an 
idler  seeking  to  kill  time.  As  he  came  down  the  steps  at 
the  end  of  the  hridge,  his  notice  was  attracted  l»y  the  second- 
hand hooks  displayed  on  t!ie  j)arapet.  and  he  was  on  the  point 
of  hargaining  for  some.  lie  smiled,  thrust  h,s  hands 
philosophically  into  his  p(»ckets,  and  fell  to  strolling  on 
again  with  a  pnuul  disdain  in  his  -iianncr.  when  lie 
heard  to  his  surpri.se  some  coin  rattling  fauta-stically  in  his 
pocket. 

A  smile  of  hope  lit  his  face,  and  slid  from  his  lips  over  his 
features,  over  iiis  hrow.  and  brought  a  joyful  light  to  his  ove.s 
and  his  dark  cheeks.  It  was  a  spark  of  hajipiness  like  one 
of  the  red  dots  that  flit  over  the  remains  nf  a  hurnt  scrap  of 
paper;  hut  as  it  is  with  the  black  a.-hes,  so  ii  was  with  his 
face,  it  became  d'.ill  airain  when  the  stranger  cpiicklv  drew 
out  his  hand  and  jierccived  three  pennies.  "Ah.  kind  irentle- 
man  !  mriia.  nirifa:  for  the  love  of  .St  Catherine!  oniv  a 
half[>enny  to  buy  some  hreail  I" 

A  little  chinmey  sweeper,  with  \mlh'd  cheeks,  all  black  with 
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soot,  jind  clad  in  lalitT.-.  In  Id  (,iii  hi>  hand  tn  ln'g  for  the 
inarfs  la<t   jiciicc 

Two  pacr-i  tnnii  thr  liillc  Snviiyanl  stodd  an  old  pnitrre 
honh'iij-,  sickly  and  IVclilr.  in  u  rctclicd  ;ranncnt-i  id  ra^LTcd 
dl•UL■■LJcllnL^  ulin  a-l>cd  m  ;i  ilnck.  ninlUcd  voice: 

'■.\ii\  ihinL:  \<n\  Hkc  hi  ;ji\c,  nion-icur;  I  will  ]irav  to  (iod 
for  you 

lliil  till'  MMiriL''  man  liirnid  hi-;  eyes  on  him.  and  the  old 
iH'^'irar  -i<i)i[icd  uiihont  another  word,  di-ccrmng  in  lluit 
monrnl'iil  lair  an  aliandonnicnt  ol"  wretchedness  more  bitter 
than  his  own. 

" Jjii  nirilii  '  1,1  iiirihi .'" 

'I'he  ^lrani:v^  ihrvu  the  coins  to  the  old  man  and  tli(>  child, 
left  the  f.Miiway.  and  t\iriied  towards  the  houses;  the  harrow- 
iiii;- sii:hl  nf  ihe  S,\]],'  fretied  him  Ixnond  endurance. 

"May  (ind  Icn'/llieii  vnnr  dav-!""  cried  ihe  two  hcifjZiirs. 

.As  he  rciiched  the  >ho|)  window  of  a  print-seller,  thi.s  man 
•  •n  th'-  hrink  of  dcaih  me!  a  vouni:  woman  aiiirhlmt:  from  a 
showy  carria;:c.  lie  looked  m  deli;;hl  at  lu'r  jjrettmesri,  at 
the  pale  face  appronriaiily  framed  Uy  the  satin  of  her  fash- 
ionahle  honnct.  Her  slender  form  ami  irrac(d'ul  moveiiionts 
'■niianced  him.  Ihr  -kirl  had  hi'''n  >lii;liilv  raised  as  she 
sie|ipe(l  to  the  jiavement.  diM-lo.-ini:  a  daintily  liitinir  while 
sto<-kinL'^  over  Ihe  delieale  outlines  heneath.  The  younij  lady 
weni  into  the  >hop,  piirilia,(  d  alliums  and  sets  of  litlio,t:ra|)lis  ; 
LMMnu  -e\eral  L'lihl  coin-  for  them,  uliich  Lililtered  and  ranj}; 
upon  the  counter.  The  youiii,^  man,  seeniin^'ly  occU[iied  with 
I  lie  |irint-  in  the  window,  tlxed  upon  the  fair  ,-lran:,^'r  a  ;:aze 
as  .  .icrer'  as  man  can  lmm'.  to  receixe  in  evcliani:e  an  inditfer- 
ini  -lancf  .  such  as  li'jiil-  hy  accident  on  a  passer-hw  For 
him  II  \wis  a  leave-takiuL'  (d'  love  and  of  woman:  hut  lii^  final 
and  -trcniious  ijui^iionin'j;  Ldance  was  neither  iinde|--|oiid  nor 
felt  ''\  'Ih  ^!':lil-naiiii-t  d  woman  there:  her  coloi-  did  not 
rifsi  hi  r  ■  \es  did  ii'^i  droop.  W'liai  was  it  to  liei'':'  one 
nmrc  i.iecc  of  Hiulati-M!.  \et  another  .-ii:h  onlv  prompted 
the  deli-hn'ul  ill.  ..-Ill  at  night.  "I  looked  rather  well  to- 
day." 
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The  youn^.  man  qni,.k-Iv  tur„,..l  ,0  nnathor  picturo,  and  n„Iv 
left  t  wlu.n  slu.  r..lnr„..,l  to  iur  carrn.^^..  Th.  hors.s  s(art..;i 
of  .  tho  final  v.sH.n  ..f  Iw.xnry  an.)  n-finomont  wont  un.l.T  an 
«'l-pse  just  as  that  I,f.  of  l.is  wo„M  soon  do  also.  Slou' v 
••"Hi  sa.lly  lu.  followed  the  line  of  ,h.  shops.  listlo..|v  .  - 
an,in.ng  tho  specimens  on  view.  When  the  shops  came  to 
=in  end  he  rev.ew..,l  ,1,.  I,o„vre.  the  Insi.tnte.  the  toue,.  of 
Notre  Dame,  ol  the  Palais,  the  Pont  des  Arts:  all  ,he.e  publie 
monuments  seemed  t..  have  taken  their  tone  fnm.  the  heavv 
gray  sky. 

Fitful  frleams  of  h>ht  jrave  a  fon.l.odinir  look  to  I>ari<  •  like 
a  pretty  woman,  the  eity  h,K  mysterious  fits  of  ...dineis  or 
beauty    So  the  oufr  world  seen.e.l  to  he  in  a  plot  to'steep  this 
"anahouttod.e.napa.nfultranee.   A  prey  to  the  malek-ent 
pouer  whHh  aets  relaxui.rly  upon  us  hy  ,he  tl.nd  eir,.ulatin.r 
throucrh  our  nerves,  his  whole  fran.e  s.^emed  ,M-adnallv  to  .C 
ponenee  a  dissolving  process.      Fie  felt  the  an,^n,.l,  of  ihe.e 
hrocs  passing  through  him   in   wav.>.  .„d  th..   house.  .,nd 
the  crowd  .seemed  to  surg..  to  and  fn,  mi  a  nn^t   hefore  \u< 
o.vcs^      lie  tried  to  escape  the  agitation  wrouirht   in  hi.  mnid 
by  the  revulsions  of  hi.,  phy^i,,,!  nature.  ,,nd  went  toward  the 
shop  of  a  dealer  in  an.i.piities.  thinkin^r  ,„  ^.,v,.  ,,  t^,,,,  ,„  i,,'. 
senses,  an.l  to  .«pend  the  interval  nil  nii:l,tfall  in  har-auiin-r 
over  curiosities.  ""  •- 

He  sought,  one  might  say.  to  regain  courage  and  to  find 
a  stimulant   like  a  criminal  who  dn„h,.  |„<  ,,.,„„,  ,„  p.,,,,,  „,e 
scaffold.      I  he  .  on...io„sne>s  of  approaehmu-  death  ^rav,.  !,,„, 
for  th<"  time  heing.  th,.  intrepidity  of  a  .l,„.l„..s  with  a  .onple' 
of  lov.Ts.  so  that  he  entered  the  pla..e  with  an  ah-traeted  look 
while  his  lips  displaved  a  set  smih-  like  a  drunkard's.      Ha.]" 
not  life,  or  rath.T  had   not  death,  intoxicated  liim;^     Dixxi- 
ncss  soon  oven^ame  lum  again.     Thimrs  appeared  to  him  in 
stnuige  color.,  or  as  making  .light  movment. .  hi.  irre.Milir 
pnlse  was  no  douhf  the  eause  ;  th.-  hlood  that  -„me!mi..s  n'^hed 
Ike  a  l.urning  torrent  through  his  v.in..  aii.l  som.-tim...  lav 
torpi.l  an.l  stagnant  as  t..pi,l  wat.T      Fl,-  n.en.lv  a^k..,l  I.mv,.  to 
see  If  the  shop  contained  anv  curioMties  wlii-  h  !;=■  r>=^=;rr...j 
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A  f)Iiunp-fa(<<l  \.Miii-  >!i<ip!iiini  with  nd  IwiJr.  in  ;in  otter- 
f^kin  ciii'.  \>  ft  .111  n|.i  |i.  ,-;-:ini  unnuiii  m  cliarirc  nf  ihr  vliop — . 
a  .-urt  of  fciiiinini'  (  nlilnui.  ctniilMVi'd  in  ili'MiiitiL''  a  stov  iiiado 
niarv.loiis  liy  licnianl  Tali-^y's  work.  This  yoiitli  rciiiarki'd 
carcl('--ly : 

"Look  iniiiiil.  uinnsii'iir!  We  have  iiotliin^'  vcrv  n'tiiark- 
at)I(' liiTc ''.uu  ii~iaii- :  Im'  if  I  may  tn.ulilc  you  lo  ;:o  up  to  tlie 
first  floor.  I  wil!  -liow  you  some  very  line  inuiiiiiiics  from 
Cairo,  soini'  inlaid  [lottery,  aiiil  >oiiie  car'ed  ehonv  7- /((a'ne 
liciKiifisiim  r  work,  jn-t  come  in,  and  of  p,  rfeet  beauty. "' 

In  the  -iraiiLM  rV  fearful  po-itioii  this  cicerone's  [iraitlo  and 
8hnpiiian"s  empty  talk  i-eeiiied  like  tlie  pettv  vexations  hy 
which  narrow  minds  (h'-tro\  a  man  of  <:enius.  I^it  as  he 
mu-t  even  iro  tliroiiudi  with  it.  iie  appeared  to  listen  to  his 
/.'uiile.  aiHwerini:  him  hy  LTestures  or  monosyllaijles :  hut  im- 
pereeptiiily  lie  arroLrated  the  privili'frc  of  sayinir  nothing,  and 
gave  himself  up  without  himlrance  to  his  clo-mi:  meditations, 
whicli  were  appall'  !:,'.  He  had  a  poet's  tomperanient,  his  mind 
had  entered  hy  chance  on  a  vast  field:  and  ho  must  sot;  per- 
force the  dry  hones  of  twenty  ''uture  worhl-. 

At  a  first  glanee  the  place  [ireseiitod  a  eon  fused  jiictun'  in 
which  everv  aehii'venieiil  human  and  divine,  was  ininirled. 
Ciocodiles.  monkeys,  and  serpent-  -tufTed  with  straw  grinned 
at  gla-s  from  churt'li  wiiuhnvs,  .•;eenied  to  wish  to  hite 
seul[)tured  lieail~,  to  chase  laei|uered  work,  or  to  scrand>le  up 
chandeMers.  A  *<e\  res  va-e,  hearing  Napoleon's  portrait  hv 
Alme.  Jacotot.  stood  I>eside  a  spliinv  dedicated  to  Sesostris. 
'i'lie  heeiiniings  of  tlie  world  and  the  events  of  ve-terdav  wore 
)iiiiii.'led  with  grotesrpi(>  cheerfulness.  A  kitchen  jack  leaned 
against  a  py.v.  a  repuhlican  sabre  on  a  media'val  hackbut. 
.Mme.  (Ill  liarry,  with  a  star  above  her  head,  naked,  and  sur- 
riiunded  by  a  cloud,  seemed  to  look  longiTiLdv  out  of  l^atour's 
pn-lel  at  an  hidian  cliibook,  while  she  tried  to  t^]('><  the  pur- 
pose of  ihc  s[)iral  curves  that  wound  towards  hep.     Instni- 


me 


death.    pnTiiard<.    rnrioiis    pisti 


and 


uised 


weapon-;  li;id  belt  flimLf  down  pell-mell  amonir  the  parapher- 
nalia of  daily  life;  porcelain  tureens,  Dresden  plates,  trans- 
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ruccnt  fiij)s  from  riiina,  ..i.l  s^ilt-,vll;,rs.  rnmfil-t.ovrs  LHon.- 
in^'  in  f..u.l.il  ImiPs.  A  .Mrs..!  iv.,ry  >liii)  spr,!  full  sail  ..n  the 
Imck  i)f  a  iiintioiilcss  tnrtnjsp. 

Til.'  KtiifxTor  AiiL'iistiis  roniftiiir.)  unmovc.l  ap<I  imprial 
Willi  ail  air-piiiui)  thni.st  into  on.-  eye.  Portraits  of  Frrndi 
slieriffs  and  Dmch  lair^oniastprs.  phlc^rniatif  now  as  when  in 
lifo.  looked  down  pallid  and  nncoiicrrnrd  ,,ri  the  ciiaos  of  past 
a^'cs  l)t,'low  thftii. 

Kvcry  land  of  cnrtii  stvin.d  to  hav-^  .•omril.iit.'d  soni."  stray 
frairnicnt  of  its  l.ariiin,Lr.  sonic  cxaintilc  nf  its  art.      Xotliini' 
scrni.'d  lackintr  to  this  philosoplii.al  kii,-li,.ii-niid,|,.n,  from  a 
redskin's    ealumet,    a    ^^reen    and    ;:o!drn    slipper    from    the 
ficra^dio,  a  ^[oorish  yata-iian.  a  'I'ariar  id., I.  to  the  soldier's 
tobacco  pouch,  to  the  priest's  cihorir    i.  and  the  plumes  tliat 
once  adorned  a  tlir..-ie.     This  extraordinary  cotuhination  was 
rendered  yet  inc^re  i)izarrc  hy  tlie  accidents  of  li-litin-.  I,v  a 
multitude  of  confused    reflections   of   various   hues,   hv   the 
sharp  contrast  of  blacks  and  whites.     Broken  cries  seemed  to 
roach  the  ear.  iinr!ni>hed  dramas  seized  up.-.n  the  ima>rina- 
tion.  smollK-red  liirhts  rau^dit  the  ey.'.     A  thin  eoatinji  o'f  in- 
evitable dust  covered  all  the  multitmiinous  corners  and  con- 
volutions of  thes..  objects  of  \arious  shapes  which  gave  highly 
picturcs(pio  elTects. 

First  of  all.  the  stranger  <'onipared  the  three  galleries 
which  civilization.  ciilt>.  divinities,  masterpieces,  dominions, 
carousals,  sanity,  and  iiiadne>s  had  fllld  to  repletion,  to  a 
mirror  with  iii  ineroiis  facets,  each  depicting  a  world.  After 
this  first  iiaz'  dea  he  would  fain  have  selected  his  pleasures; 
but  bv  dint  of  using  his  eves,  thinking  and  musing,  a  fever 
began  to  possess  him.  caused  perhaps  by  the  gnawinjr  pain  of 
hunger.  The  spectacle  of  so  much  existence,  individual  or 
national,  to  which  these  jiIcdL'cs  bore  witness,  ended  bv 
nuiiibinL'-  his  senses— the  pur[uise  witli  which  he  entered  the 
shop  was  fulfilled.  If,.  |,ad  jcft  the  real  behind,  and  had 
climb,  d  gradually  up  to  an  ideal  world:  ho  had  attained  to 
the  enchanted  palace  of  ecstasy,  whonc(>  the  universe  appeared 
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tn  liiiii  liv  fr.iL'rni  1)1-  .nul  iii  -luij,.  ,  r,f  iLniif.  as  otkw  ilic  fumro 
l»lnzr<l  mil  Ih|i.|i'  ilic  I  \i  -  iif  S|.  .Iiilin  in   I'iiiin.i. 

A  ciuud  nt'  -mTMUin.'  fan -.,  lM?nfir(iit  iiiid  a|i|ciilmi.'.  dark 
ami  liitiiinnu-,  far  and  iiiar.  i^atln  rrd  m  iiiunlnTs.  in  iiivriiid^, 
III  uliiili^  ;:.iiiralhiii-.  r;_'\|ri.  ri^'id  ami  mv-tcriinis.  am-c 
frmii  la  I  -and-  in  tlic  r..ini  of  a  inuniinv  -wallad  in  lilack 
liaiida'_'i- :  iii^'ii  iIk'  riiara(ili>  ^uall^^^■.|  up  iiatinii-.  that  tlicv 
u\\\i\\\  laidd  liii  in-i  l\r-  a  iMini,:  and  In-  In  lic|r|  Mu-is  and  the 
IIi'It'u-  and  ihr  dc-rrt.  and  a  solcnni  annijiic  world,  l-'rcsh 
JMid  j(i\iMi-.  a  marlilr  -laliic  >|Miki'  In  liiiii  I'npin  a  t\vi->tcd 
colnniii  <i|'  ill,  |ilra^un -l(>\  ini:  invili-  id"  (Ircrcc  and  IniiJa. 
All  I  u  lin  w,  ill  Id  iKii  l,a\i'  -iniN'd  u  il  li  Inni  In  sit.  aLMin^t  tlic 
carllHii  ivd  l>ac  kurniind.i  iif  l.rnu  ii-t'ai  rd  maiden  dancing' willi 
^'Ifi'fiil  n\.nnri'  licl'mv  ihc  '^ih\  l'ria|iiH.  «  rnui:lil  in  tlic  fiiio 
cliiv  nf  an  Ijnisian  vase?  'I'lic  Lai  in  (|iirin  caressed  lier 
eliiiniTa. 

'I'lif  uliiin-  nf  lniiir''ial  l{nnie  were  there  in  liff.  the  hath 
\va-  di-ein-id.  the  Iniiriic  nf  a  hiiiL^ird  diilia.  dreanlin,L^  wait- 
itiu  fnr  her  Tihulliis.  Sirnn^  with  ihc  iiil^'ht  of  Aral)ie  spells, 
the  Iliad  of  ('itcro  e\nkii|  nieiiiorir-  id'  a  free  |{oine.  and  un- 

riillrd   hrl'ol'r  hill!   the  scpnlls  of  'I'itlW   l.i\  ills.       'I'lli'  vnllh'^'  111.111 

heliild  Si  iiiitiis  l'(ijiiiJ>is(jnr  L'o/inin  us :  eonsiils,  lietors,  to^ras 
with  [iiirplr  friiiL;-!- :  ihr  li-hliiiL'  in  ihr  l-"irinn.  the  aii^'rv  p.'o- 
fde.  |ias-ed  m  review  liefnre  hiiii  like  the  eloudy  faces  of  a 
dream. 

'I'lieii    Chrisiian    I«oir  •    pndoininati'd    in    his   virion.        A 

painter     had     laid     h n     open  :     he     helieid     the     Viririn 

Mai-\  wrapped  in  a  i:oldi  n  rlnml  amoiiir  the  anLTels,  shiiiinir 
nmre  hriLditIv  than  the  -un.  receivinir  the  jiravers  of  sufferers, 
on  uhmn  tlii-  -i  ennd  I'.ve  Iiei:enerate  smiles  pitviiiiilv.  .\t 
til''  iniirii  nf  a  uin-aie.  made  nf  \arinus  lavas  from  \'esuvius 
and  Kiiia,  hi-  faiiev  tied  to  the  Imt  tawny  south  of  Italy,  lie 
wa-  pv.-eiit  at  liofLMa's  ofuies.  he  ro\ed  amoiiiT  the  .\iiru/zi. 
souLiht  (<'V  Italian  lo\,'  iiii  riuius.  ^ri'cw  ardent  <)\i-y  pale  faces 
and  darK.  .ilmnnd-iiaped  eve-.  lie  -liivered  n\ei-  midniL'ht 
ad\eiitiire-.  cut  -liort  liy  the  cool  tlini  =  t  of  a  jealnu-  hlade,  as 
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ho  s;n-   ,1  iiii-(|i;i  \a!  (!ii:_"j.  r  uiiii  :i  lull  wnni-lit  likr  Ian-,  aiiil 

hpUl-     (.f    I  II -I     likr    ~|pla>ll<-    nf    lljlMlll     ll|Mltl     It. 

Iii'iia  and  it-  rcliL'inii.  t.",k  ihr  v||j.|i,  .f  i),,.  j,],,)  „ith  hi- 
jxaknl  cap  nf  faiita>lic  fdfiii.  with  little  hdU,  (lad  in  silk 
and  L'-i>ld.  (  '"-c  li\ ,  a  mal,  a-  piTt  I  \  a-  the  havad.iT  wlm  (iiicc 
lay  ii|Mir)  ii.  -till  -avc  ml  a  rami  -ccnl  nf  >andal  uooil.  Ilis 
faiicv  uas  -iirnii  \,\  a  L'^nLri^lr-cvcd  Chiiic-c  nmsi-tiT.  with 
Miuiitli  au  r\  and  l\\  i-li  d  liiiili-.  thr  iini'iUinti  nf  a  |i(()|i|i'  who. 
^Toun  wiarv  of  ihc  inoiintdiiy  of  Im'iuIv.  found  an  indr-cnli- 
alilf  |ilfa-iin'  m  an  inlinitf  variity  of  nulim'--.  .\  >a!l-cidiar 
ffoiii  Im  iiM  niuw  t'rllinr.-  uiirk>lio|i  i.irnrd  hini  hack  to  tht.' 
l{t"iai-.-anci'  at  it.-  hci;:ht,  to  the  iiinr  ulicn  t!i<|-c  wa-  no  re- 
strain; on  art  or  moral-,  ulieii  torliire  ua-  the  sport  of 
soveni^'iis :  and  fioiu  their  coiiikiI-.  (■Imrehnien  witli 
coiirte-aii>"  arm-  ahont  iheni  issued  decrees  uf  cha-litv  for 
sinijile   priests. 

On  a  cameo  he  saw  tlie  con(|nes|s  nf  .\le\andcr.  the  ?nas- 
saeres  of  j'i/arro  in  a  niatchliox.  and  ielit:ion-  wars  di-ordcrlv, 
fanatical,  and  erwel,  in  the  shadows  of  a  helmet,  dovous 
pictures  of  ehiviilrv  were  called  up  hv  a  -nil  of  Milane.se 
armor,  hrijrhlly  polished  and  richly  wroujrht  ;  a  paladin's  cyea 
Beoincd  to  sparkle  yet  under  the  visor. 

This  sea  of  inventions,  fa-hion-.  fnrnitiiri'.  wor^s  of  art 
and  fiascos,  maile  for  hini  a  poem  without  end.  ."shapes 
and  eolors  and  projects  all  lived  aizain  for  him.  Iml  h's  mind 
received  no  clear  and  perfect  conceptiiui.  It  wa-  the  poel'.s 
task  to  complete  the  skelche-  (d'  the  LTcat  master,  who  liad 
scornfiilly  niini;le(|  oti  hi-  paletli'  the  hues  ,,f  tlie  numherless 
vicissitudes  of  human  life.  Whiii  tlie  worhl  at  larire  at  last 
released  him.  wIhu  he  had  pondered  (ucr  inanv  land-,  ni.inv 
cpoelis.  and  varinn-  empires,  the  youiiL'  nian  came  hack  to  the 
life  (if  til.'  individual.  He  imper-inaied  fre-h  eharaeiers, 
and  turned  his  mind  in  details,  rejeetini.''  tlw  life  of  nation.s 
as  a  liurdeii  inn  overw  lielmini:  for  a  -iiiLde  soul. 

YoTider  was  a  sleeping'  ehihl  modeled  in  wax.  a  relic  of 
Ihiysch"-  collection,  an  eucliaiitiiiir  creation  uhi>h  hrouirht 
hack   the  !)appiiie-s  of  Ins  uwii  childhood       'I'he  eoitnii  ^'ar- 
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mfiit  of  a  Taliitian  maid  next  f,i -ciliated  hiin:  In-  hi-held  the 
priiiiitivf  lifi-  111'  natiiri'.  the  real  iimdi'.-iy  of  naked  (•lia-~tity, 
till'  jiivs  i)t'  ail  idlriic~-  natniai  td  inanixind.  a  jieai-ilul  faie  by 
a  sit.'.v  river  (d'  sweet  waler  under  a  plantain  tree  tliat  hears  its 
pleasant  manna  without  the  toil  of  man.  Then  all  at  once  he 
heeanie  a  corsair,  investin.L^  liim-elf  with  the  terrihie  poetry 
tliat  Lara  lia-  Ljiveii  to  the  part  :  the  thoii^dit  came  at  the  si^dit 
of  the  motlier-of-]iearl  tints  of  a  myriad  sea--lie|l-i.  mid  trrew 
as  he  saw  iiiadre]")res  redolent  of  the  s-ea-weeds  and  the 
storms  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  .-ea  wa-  forL^otteii  i\<s:\\n  at  a  distant  view  of  e\<iuisite 
miniatures:  he  admired  a  precious  missal  in  manuscript, 
adorned  with  araiicsi|Ues  in  ^^old  and  hlue.  Thoiiirhts  of 
peac(d'iil  life  swaved  him;  he  devoted  himself  afre-li  to  study 
and  research.  lon^rinLT  for  the  easy  life  of  the  monk,  devoid 
alike  of  cares  ami  pleasures:  and  from  the  i.lepihs  of  his  cell 
he  looked  out  upon  the  meadows,  woods,  and  vineyard-  of  his 
convent.  I'ansiiiLT  hefon^  some  work  of  Teiiiers.  he  took  for 
his  own  the  helmet  of  the  soldier  or  tlie  poverty  of  the  artisan  ; 
he  wished  to  wear  a  sniokc-hejzriined  cap  with  these  Fleminsrs, 
to  drink  their  lieer  and  join  their  pame  at  cards,  and  smiled 
upon  the  conielv  plumpness  of  a  peasant  woman.  Fie  shivered 
at  a  snowstorm  hy  Mieri~:  he  seemed  ro  take  part  in  Salvator 
Rosa's  l)attle-piece :  he  ran  his  finder.-  over  a  tomahawk  from 
Illinois,  and  felt  his  own  liair  rise  a<  he  touched  a  Cherokee 
pcalpin.L'"dNnife.  He  marveled  over  the  rehec  that  he  set  in  the 
hands  of  -oine  hidv  of  the  land,  drank  in  the  musical  notes  of 
lier  hallad,  ami  in  the  twiliudit  hy  the  irothic  arch  ahove  the 
hearth  he  told  hi-  love  in  a  udoom  so  deep  that  he  could  not 
read  hi-  answer  in  Iter  eyes. 

lie  caii,Ldit  at  all  ddiLdits.  at  all  sorrows:  grasped  at  ex- 
istence in  (>verv  form  :  and  endowed  the  pliantoms  c mjiired  up 
from  that  inert  and  plastic  material  so  liherally  with  his  own 
life  ami  feelinu-.  tliat  the  sound  of  his  own  footsteps  reached 
him  as  if  from  a.nolher  world,  or  a<  the  hum  of  Paris  reaches 
the  lov.ers  of  \otre  1  )ame. 

He  ascended  the  inner  staircase  which  led  to  the  first  lloor. 
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with  it?  votivf  pliicld^.  pnnnplic^.  carvrd  -hriiii'^.  anil  fiL'iins 
on  till'  wall  at  rvcrv  ^icp.  ilaniitcil  liy  tin-  straii_'''-t  .-liaprs, 
I'V  iiia!'\c|niN  (i-('ali(in-  iM-loiiLriiiir  !<>  tin-  linnliTlaiul  tirtwixt 
life  aiiw  (icaili,  lir  \val';cd  iis  if  iiinliT  tin'  <]»■]]  of  a  'irraiii. 
His  own  cxistcnrc  hccaiiic  a  iiiattiT  i<\'  donlii  tu  him;  In-  was 
Tii'lthcr  wholly  alive  nor  di'ad.  like  the  curion..;  ohjci'ts  ahoiit 
liiiii.  The  liidit  hc^Mii  lo  t'adr  ;i~  ln'  rcaclii'il  the  show-rooms, 
hut  the  trcasun'.-  of  l'oM  and  -iUi^r  liiMpcd  tip  llnTi'  scarcely 
seemed  to  need  illuminalion  tVum  \\itliout.  The  most  ex- 
travairant  \\hims  of  [iroih-als,  who  h;,\e  run  ihrouLrh  millions 
to  perish  in  garrets,  had  left  their  traces  here  in  thi-  vast  hazar 
of  human  follie-.  Mere,  hc-idc  a  wriliiiL:  de^k.  made  at  the 
cost  (d'  ]()(). (i(i(t  franc>.  and  sold  for  a  hundred  pence,  lay  a 
lock  with  a  eeret  worth  a  kiiiiz's  rau-oru.  'i'he  hinnan  race 
was  revealed  in  all  the  trrandeiir  id'  il-  wretchedness:  in  all 
the      splendor      of      its      infinite      liitlene--;.  An      ehony 

tahle  that  an  arli~t  niiuht  wor-hip.  carved  after  .Fean 
(ioujnn's  desiirns,  in  year-  of  toil,  had  Keen  purchased  perhaps 
at  the  price  of  firewood.  I'lccious  caskets,  and  thinirs  that 
fairy  hands  might  have  fashioned,  lay  there  in  heaps  like 
rubhish. 

"You  must  have  the  worth  of  millions  hero  I"'  criiMl  the 
young  man  as  ho  enten^d  the  la<t  of  an  immense  s\iite  of 
rooms,  all  decorated  and  gilt  liy  eighteenth  century  artists. 

"Thousands  of  million-,  you  might  say."  s  ^d  the  tlorid 
shopman;  "hut  you  have  >een  nothing  as  yet.  (io  up  to  the 
third  floor,  and  you  shall  seel" 

The  stranger  followed  his  guide  to  a  fourth  irallery.  where 
one  by  one  there  jiassed  before  his  wearied  eves  -evoral 
pictures  by  Pou-sin.  a  maLmificent  statue  by  Michael  .Vul^'Io, 
enchanting  landscapes  hv  Claude  Lorraine,  a  (lerard  How 
(like  a  stray  paire  fnuii  Sterne).  Remhrandts.  ^lurillos.  and 
pictures  bv  Vela-;i|!icz.  a-  dark  and  full  of  color  as  a  poem 
of  Byron's;  then  came  (la-^ie  ha--felicf-.  finelv-cnt  agates. 
wonderful  cr.meiwl  Work-  of  art  upon  work-  of  art.  till  tlie 
craftsman's  skill  palled  on  the  mind.ma-t"rpicce  after  ma-ter- 
pieco  till  art  itsidf  became  hateful  at  last  and  enituisiasnt  died, 
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lie  cnnic  MfiOT)  n  Mailciiiia  Ky  IJaphnrl.  Im!  lie  was  lirrd  of 
l^apliacl  :  a  ti;jiirc  liv  (  niTriruiu  iii\',i'  n'ci-j\..l  ih^  -lance  it 
(Iciiiaiidcd  of  him.  A  pricrk'.-s  va-c  of  aiitii|iic  [loriilivry 
carved  round  alnnit  with  pictures  nf  liie  lun.-t  uriilesi|Uoly 
wanton  of  Ixoiiiaii  divinities,  thi'  [iride  of  >onie  Coriuna, 
scarcelv   drew   a  >iiiilc  from  him. 

'I'lu' ruins  of  tifteeii  liiindnd  vaiii-iied  years  oppns.-eil  him; 
he  sii'i;ene(|  under  all  tlii>  human  tlioiiLdit  :  felt  hored  hy  all 
this  luxury  and  art.  11''  stru^iLded  ii.  \aiii  a^.'-niu-t  the  cnii- 
Ktantly  renewed  faiita>lic  shapes  tiiai  .-pramr  u[)  from  under 
his  feet,  like  children  of  some  ,-porlive  ilemoii. 

Are  not  fearful  poisons  >et  up  in  the  soul  1)_,  a  swifl  concen- 
tration of  all  her  eneriiies,  her  enjoyments,  ny  ideas;  as 
modern  chemistry,  in  its  caprice,  repeats  the  action  of  creation 
hv  some  e-jis  or  other?  1  )o  not  many  men  ]H'ri>h  under  the 
siiock  of  tlie  sudden  expansion  (d'  ^ome  moral  acid  within 
tlicni  ? 

"What  is  there  in  that  hox  ?"'  he  inquired,  a>  lie  reacheil  a 
iarire  closet — final  triumph  nf  human  skill,  ori^nnality, 
wealth,  and  splendor,  in  which  there  hun<r  a  larjre,  siiuare 
mahopmy  coflV'r,  susjiendcd  from  a  nail  by  a  silver  chain. 

".\h,  mdiisiciir  keeps  the  key  of  it,"  said  the  stout  assist- 
ant mv>teriously.  "If  you  wisii  to  see  the  portrait,  i  will 
gladly  venture  to  tell  him." 

"Venture  I"  said  the  young  man;  "then  is  your  master  a 
prince?" 

"1  d(m"t  know  what  he  is,"  the  other  answered.  KqtuiUy 
astonished,  each  looked  fi>r  a  moment  at  the  other.  Then 
construing  the  strangerV  >ilen(e  a<  an  order,  the  apprentice 
left  him  alone  in  the  closet. 

Have  voti  never  launche.l  into  tlu^  immensity  of  time  and 
space  a-  you  rend  the  geological  writings  of  ("uvier?  Carried 
hy  his  fancy,  have  you  hung  as  if  -uspendcd  i>y  a  magician'ri 
wand  over  the  illimitahle  ahyss  of  th-  pa.-t  ?  When  the  fossil 
hones  <d'  animals  lielontriiiL;-  to  civilisations  hcfnre  the  Flood 
are  turned  w]*  in  hed  after  lied  and  layer  ui>on  layer  of  the 
(juarries  of  .Moniinartre  or  among  the  richists  of  the  Ural 
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raii^c.  tlip  poul  rc'Cfi\r~  uiih  (liMii;i;.  ;i  .■rlinip>o  of  iii.ilidn- 
of  peoples  forLTotti^ii  l.y  f.-l,l,.  ImnKiii  nn'iiiorv  Mini  uii- 
reco'Tiiized  liy  piTiiiain'Mt  ili\iiic  tradiiion.  j-.coples  whose  a.-lie-: 
cover  o'  -  ^Hohe  with  two  feet  <if  earth  tliat  yields  lir.'ad  to  lis 
and  flowers. 

Is  not  Cuvier  the  preat  poet  of  our  era?  Byron  has  ^'iven 
adiiiiral)ie  expression  to  cfrtain  moral  conlliets.  I.ut  our  iin- 
mortai  naturalist  has  rrc.n-i  ructc'.l  p.a-!  worlds  from  a  few 
bleaeiied  hones  ;h;is  rehuilt  eiiic.-.  like  Cadmus,  with  monsters' 
teeth;  has  animated  forests  with  all  the  seerets  of  zooloiry 
^d<'aiie(l  from  a  \nvrf  of  enal  :  ha-  d;Mc,\.ivd  a  ,::iant  pnouia- 
tion  from  the  foot])rints  of  a  mammoth.  'I'hese  forms  stand 
erect,  grow  hirge.  and  fill  re.iiions  (■ommen>ura;e  with  their 
j,nant  size.  He  treats  li^^ure-  like  a  poet;  a  naught  set  Inside 
a  seven  hy  hitu  prodticcs  awe. 

lie  can  call  up  nothingness  Ixfore  you  without  the  phra.ses 
of  a  charlatan.  He  siarclies  a  himp  of  gypsum,  'inds  an  im- 
pression in  it.  says  to  you,  "liehoM  !"  .\!l  at  once  marble 
takes  an  animal  shape,  tlie  dead  come  to  life,  the  history  nf 
the  world  is  laid  open  before  you.  After  countless  dvnasties  of 
giant  creatures,  races  of  fisli  and  clans  of  moilusks.  ;he  race 
of  man  appears  at  last  as  the  degenerate  copy  of  a  s[)lendid 
model,  which  the  Creator  has  jxTchance  destroyed.  Km- 
boldened  by  his  gaze  into  the  pa.-t.  this  petty  race,  children 
of  yesterday,  can  overstep  chaos,  can  raise  a  ])salm  without 
end.  and  outline  for  them.selves  the  story  of  the  Tniverse  in 
an  Apocalypse  tiiat  reveals  the  past.  After  tiie  tremendous 
resurrection  that  took  place  at  the  voice  of  this  man.  thr  little 
drop  in  the  nameless  Infinite,  common  to  all  the  ^plnres.  that 
is  ours  to  u.«e.  and  that  we  call  Time,  seetn-  to  us  a  pitiable 
moment  of  life.  We  ask  oursehcs  the  purpose  of  our 
triumphs,  our  hatreds,  our  loves,  overwhelmed  as  we  are  !iv 
the  destruction  of  so  many  |)ast  universes,  and  whether  it  is 
worth  while  to  accept  the  pain  of  life  in  order  that  hen^ifter 
we  may  t)ecome  an  intangible  --peck.  Then  we  n-main  as  if 
dead,  conij)letely  torn  away  from  the  pre,-ent  till  the  aili-t  do 
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rhnmhrr  fonus  in  iin<l  s.ivs.  ".][,i,hi„u'  la  ci.mtrssr  answers 
that  she  is  cNjirctiiiL:  uiuiisiriir." 

All  the  uoiid,  IS  which  h:i(l  l.rouirht  the  kno\ni  world  before 
the  veil ni:  nuinV  iiiiii(i  wrou-hi  in  his  soul  niueh  the  i^ame 
feeliiiL-- of  (Irjcciioii  that  hoets  the  philosopher  invest iiratinsr 
unknown  crcatMrcs.  He  longed  mure  than  ever  for  death  a's 
lio  tiling  liini:-('ll"  hark  in  a  ciinile  ehair  and  let  his  eves  wander 
across  liic  illM>i(ins  (ninpo-ing  a  panorama  of  ilic  |ia>t.  Tln' 
pictures  seemed  to  light  np.  the  Virgin's  heads  smiled  on  him, 
the  statnes  seemed  alive.  Evervthing  danced  and  swayed 
around  him.  with  a  motion  due  to  the  gloom  and  the  tor- 
menting fever  that  racked  his  brain;  each  monstrosity 
grimaced  at  him.  while  the  portraits  on  the  canva.>  closed  their 
eyes  for  a  little  relief.  Kvery  shape  seemed  to  tremble  and 
start,  and  to  leave  its  place  gravely  or  flippantly,  gracefully 
or  awkwardly,  according  to  its  fashion,  character,  and  sur- 
roundings. 

A  mysterious  Sabbath  began,  rivaling  the  fantastic  scenes 
witnessed  i)y  Faust  upon  the  Brocken.  But  these  optical  illu- 
sions, produced  by  wearine>s.  overstrained  eyesight,  or  the  ac- 
cidents of  twilight,  could  not  alarm  the  stranger.  The  terrors 
of  life  had  no  power  over  a  soul  grown  familiar  with  the 
terrors  of  d(>ath.  He  even  gave  lumself  up,  half  amused  by 
its  bizarre  eccentricities,  to  the  influence  of  this  moral 
galvanism:  its  phenomena,  closely  connected  with  his  last 
thoughts,  assured  him  that  he  was  still  alive.  The  silence 
about  him  was  so  deep  that  he  embarked  once  more  in  dreams 
that  grew  gradually  darker  and  darker  as  if  by  magic,  as 
the  light  slowly  faded.  A  last  struggling  ray  from  the 
sun  lit  up  rosy  an.swering  lights,  fie  raised  his  head  and 
saw  a  skeleton  dimly  visible,  with  its  skull  bent  doubtfully 
to  one  side,  as  if  to  sav.  "The  dead  will  none  of  thee  as 
yet." 

He  passed  his  hand  over  his  forehead  to  shake  off  the 
drowsiness,  and  felt  a  cold  breath  of  air  ;is  an  unknown  furry 
something  swept  past  his  cheeks.  He  shivered.  A  mufTled 
clatter  of  the  windows  followed;  it  was  a  bat,  lie  fancied,  thai 


?Ii^ 


-      ;5 :  ' 


A  111  111.  i.M  iiuiii  ulin  liiri;i  ■!  ihi-  li-hi  ..1  ihr  laiiii'  iil"'U  liiiu 


PQ 
21 

1^ 

V 


Tin:  r  A 1. 1  S.MAN 


'J.T 


liMtl  ^^nvon  him  ihi-.  v\\\\\\  -ciiiilclinil  rur  .  \\,  t<n\]>\  \v\ 
uiinlv  >(■!■  fur  ;i  innnhnl  the  -iKipc-  ili.ii  Mirp'iiiiili'il  Inni.  liv 
the  va,i;in'  li;:ht  in  iIm'  \\r^\ -.  thni  al!  iIhm'  iiianmiatr  iilijr<-t.s 
Wert-  idoltcd  oiil  in  iinit'nriii  il,"  ii<ii.-<.  \'\<j\i\  ami  lln'  lioiir 
of  licath  liail  ^•ll(|lll•rllv  cniiic.  Tln'tirrt'Mrwaril.  (oy  a  uliilc.  h.. 
lu-t  (•(iii>ci()usiic>s  of  (III'  iliii)j:s  aliniii  hmi:  he  wa-  .iihi'i' 
luiricd  in  ilccj)  mcilitaiidii  u?- -Ircp  uvcrcanii'  him.  hi'iu'lit  on 
hy  wfarini'ss  or  hy  the  ;<trf<-  of  thoM'  niaiiv  thon;:ht-  that 
laoeratt'd  his  heart. 

Suildcnly  lie  thouj:ht  ihat  an  auful  voiro  failed  him  liv 
naiiie;  it  was  liki>  ■-omr  fi\iri-h  iii;:liimari'.  when  at  a  ^\''\>  the 
^dreamer  falls  headloni.^  over  iiil)  an  ahy--,  and  lir  t  rfiiiiij.M]. 
He  i-loscd  his  cyo.  dazzlfd  h\  liri<_'ht  rays  from  a  red  circji.  of 
liirht  that  shone  ont  from  the  >hado\vs.  In  the  miil-i  of  the 
circle  stood  a  little  old  man  «  ho  turned  the  liLrlit  of  the  lamp 
upon  him.  yet  hi'  had  not  heard  him  enter,  nor  move,  nor 
speak.  There  was  .-(imethiivi:  mairieal  ahon!  iln'  apparition. 
The  holdest  tnan.  auakeiU'd  in  siieh  a  -ort.  woidd  have  felt 
alarmed  at  the  si<:ht  of  this  (lu'iire.  whieh  mi^dit  have  issued 
from  some  sareopha^nis  hard  hy.  ^ 

A  curiously  youthful  look  in  the  unmovinir  eves  of  the 
spectre  forhade  the  idea  of  anythin;;'  snpernan'ral :  hut  fr.r  all 
that,  in  the  brief  space  hetween  his  dreamiiii:  and  wakini,' 
life,  the  youTifi  man's  jnd<:ment  remained  philoxiphieallv  sus- 
pended, as  Descartes  advises.  He  ua-.  in  spite  i>\'  himself, 
under  the  inlluence  of  an  unacconntahle  hallucination,  a 
mystery  that  our  pride  rejects,  and  that  our  imperfect  science 
vainJy  tries  to  resolve. 

Iiruiifine  a  short  old  man.  thin  and  spare,  in  a  loni'  hlack 
velvet  <,'()\vn  irirded  round  him  hv  a  thick  >ilk  curd.  His 
lonji  white  hair  e^cajted  on  either  side  of  his  face  from  under  a 
black  velvet  cap  which  clo<elv  jitted  hi-  ln'ad  and  mad''  a 
formal  settini:  for  his  countenance.  His  ltowii  enveloped  his 
body  like  a  windini:  ^heet.  so  that  all  that  wa-  left  visible  wa-  a 
narrow  bleached  human  face.  But  for  the  wa>ted  artn.  thin  as 
a  draper's  wand,  which  held  aloft  tin  lamp  thai  ca-^t  all  it< 
light  upuu  him,  tlio  face  would  liave  sei'nied  to  hang  in  mid 
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A    lt;i\    |"ii!iiril    lir,ir,|   idin  ■  ,ili-.|   ilic  rlim   of  ilii-   faii- 

t;i-lir,-|l     ;l|iji    ,il;ill.  !■.    ail'l     LTIINi'    llMII     lln'    I'idk    nf    ii\\<-    <>(    liln-c 

ticui-li  I, 111-  \\liti|i  -,y,f  ai'ti-l-  a-  inmlc'-  fur  M"-i  -.  His 
lip-  wi'iT  -d  1  hill  ami  (  nil  I  I'll'--  thai  il  iicnhd  a  clu-r  i  ii~|"r|  imi 
to  liiiil  llii'  liiM-  nf  III-  incFiitli  at  all  ill  llir  |iallii|  face.  His 
<:ri'al  wniil.iid  Kruw  aiiij  !i(ill(i\v'  liiiiniilc-.  cliccks.  tin'  iii- 
I'Nni'ahlv    >li  rii    i'\iin--i(iit    nf    hi-    -mall    l:iti'I1    cM'-    that    no 

joill^-c  r   ji(i--i-riil   CM  lil'OW-  or   la-llr-,   liliLlill    lia\f  cnlU  IIH  rij    the 

si  iaiii;ir  llial  (  m  rani  I  'ow  '-  "■.\l'i|ir\  (  liaiiLTir"  liaij  cumi''  ilowii 
from  III-  I'raiiif.  'I'iic  crafi  im-.-- of  an  iiii|iii-ilor.  n-MaKil  in 
tlio-f  (air\iiij-  wrinkli'-  ami  rrraM-  lliat  woiiml  aiioiit  Ins 
tciii|ili's.  iiiiiirao-<!  a  |irotniimJ  Lnou  Inluc  ot'  lilV.  Tlirrt  \\as 
no  il('cri\  inu  i!ii-  man.  who  -■■I'mnl  to  |io--c-s  a  jioWtT  of  i[>'- 
tcctin,^'  llic  -n-nt,-  of  iho  \\arir-i  licart. 

'I'll''  wi-'hiiii  ami  I  he  moral  roili-  of  cvtTv  [icojilc  sccnii'd 
pUlurcil  up  in  hi-  pa-H\i'  fare,  jii-t  a-  all  the  productions  of 
the  Lrlohc  had  hccn  heaped  up  in  hi-  dii-lv  -liowrooms.  We 
sccnicd  to  pn--c--  the  trampiil  liimiiiou-  \i,-ion  of  some  i,'oil 
hcfin-e  wlioiii  all  ihiiiL'--  are  o]K'n,  or  the  hanL'hty  power  of  a 
man  who  knows  all  thing's. 

With  two  -ii'.ike-  o\'  the  hrii-li  a  j^aintor  couhl  have  so 
altered  the  expre— ioii  of  till-  face,  that  what  had  heen  a  serene 
represeiilalion  of  the  l'',ieriial  l'"atlier  should  I'lian.ire  to  tho 
siieerinii-  nia-k  ;'  a  Mephi-iophele- :  for  thou,Ldi  sovereiirn 
power  wa-  reviahd  h\  the  furdiead.  nioekin;:  folds  lurked 
ahoiit  the  nioiiih.  He  iim-t  have  -aerifieed  all  the  joys  of 
earth,  a-  he  had  crn-lMd  all  iiiimaii  -nrrow-  heiieath  his 
potent  will.  The  man  at  1:  ■■  hrink  of  death  shivered  at  the 
thoiiLfhl  of  the  life  led  hy  thi-  spiri'.  -o  solitary  and  remote 
from  our  world:  joyle-s.  >iiiee  he  hr.d  no  one  illusion  left; 
painle--.  Iiccaii-e  plea-ni-e  hail  i  ea>ed  In  e\i-t  for  him.  i'here 
he  stood,  nioiionle-s  and  >erene  as  a  -tar  in  a  hri'_dit  mist, 
ill-  lamp  lit  up  ih''  oh-iiire  elo-vt.  just  as  his  ^^reeii  eyes, 
with  their  (piiet  malevoknee.  seemed  to  shed  a  li,i,'ht  on  the 
moral  wnrhl, 

'I'lii-  wa-  ihi-  -tratiLTe  -pei  laele  that  startled  the  vonmr  man's 
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t!inl!;:llt>  of  ii«';llll  lllill   ll.iil  li;l'.  (1   111  II  I.        All  in -til  lit  iif  ili-|ii:|_\  . 

a  iiiiiiiniitiirv  ri'iurii  \"  lirlul'  iii  iiur-rrv  inlc-.  inny  lif  fur- 
;:ivi'ii  III  111.  -••iiii;^'  1 1 1. 1 1  ill-  -i-ii-.'-  w '■;■:■  u!.-,  iir.-.l.  M  ii.  ii  ihnii:/|ii 
hail  ui-aricil  his  iiiiml.  aiiil  In-  rurv.-  were  f\li,iii-|ril  witli 
the  >lrain  (.!'  tlu'  I  rciiirihlnii-  ilt-.-ima  \\iihiii  liim,  am!  !i\  tin' 
scfiifs  that  ha<l  lira|Mii  on  jiim  ;ij!  ihr  In  ri'nl  jilca-urc-  that  a 
pii'Ci'  !>(  ii|Miini  can  ih'imIik c 

fiut  this  afijiantinn  had  ap|i<iii'iii  in  I'ari-.  i>\\  lib'  i.hiai 
X'ollaii'i',  aiiil  ill  tln'  mill  !i(  111  ii  ii  nniix  :  ihr  liinr  an. I  |ilarr 
iiiadc  Mirct'in  iin[ii>--ilili  .  'i'lif  idul  <<(  l''n  nrh  ,-(t'|iti(i-in  had 
died  in  the  Imii-c  Jii-i  ■i|ijin-itf.  t  iir  di-nplc  nt'  ( ia\ -Lii-,-ac  and 
Ara,L:n,  who  had  hi-id  tin-  rliar!alaiii-iii  '^l  iiUi'iicrt  in  lon- 
ti'iii|it.  And  \tt  tlir  ^l!-.,nL'  r  -uhiniltrd  hinisclf  to  tlir  in- 
tliiciico  id'  an  iiiiai^iiiat  i\c  ,-|h  II.  a-  all  of  u-  do  at  tiin.'-.  when 
we  v\i,-li  to  c-rajic  from  an  iiicvitahli  ciriaiiit  v.  or  1o  trmjil 
Ihf  [lower  (d'  I'roN  id'iu  f.  So  -omi'  niv-trrious  a|i|iri'li''n-ioii 
of  ii  Strang-  fon-.'  made  him  trcnililf  h.d'orr  the  oM  man  with 
th«  larn[).  All  of  ns  ha\f  lni'ii  -tirnd  in  llio  .-amr  way  hy  the 
siL,ditnf  .\a|io|i'oii.or  of  .-oi:;r  oi  hiT  ui'i'iit  man.  made  ill u^I^io^ls 
by  his  Renins  or  iiy  fame. 

"Vol!  wi^h  to  MM-  l{a|iliac  r>  |iorir.iit  of  ,li-us  Cliri-t.  inon- 
sieurr"  tin-  old  m.i  a-krd  |io|itcly.  'riirrc  was  .-oiiiothin;; 
nittalli(.'  ill  the  idcar.  ,-har|i  riii^  of  l;i.-  \oicf. 

He  set  the  lanip  upon  a  hrolM-n  rolumn,  -o  that  all  it.-  li^dil 
might  fall  on  tin-  hmwii  rn>r. 

M  tlie  -aered  names  of  Chri-t  and  IJaphatd  tlio  yomiL'  man 
showeil  soinr  (-iirio-itv'.  'I'lii'  men  haul,  ulio  no  douhi  looked 
for  this,  jirfs-ed  a  spi-iie.'.  and  >iiddonly  tlio  maho-aiiy  panel 
slid  noiselessly  haek  in  it-  ■jvi<n\>\  and  di-eovorrd  the  emi- 
vas  to  the  straiii'erV  adminnii'  ijaze.  At  :~iuht  lA'  ihi-  death- 
less creation,  he  for-ot  hi-  faiieie-  in  I'le  -how-room-  inid  the 
freaks  of  his  dream-,  and  heraine  him-. -If  airaiii.  Tho  old 
man  heeame  a  heiii::  of  flr-h  and  Mood,  very  iimeh  alive, 
with  iiothiii:.'  chinieiieal  aijoul  him.  and  look  up  hi-  e,\i:-tence 
at  once  upon  solid  earth. 

The  sympathy  and  love,  and  the  L'entle  serenitv  in  the 
divine    face,    exerted    an    instant    swaj-    over    the    youn;,'er 
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>|iri  l.itcir.  Siiinr  iniliKiHi-  f;illinu'  trnin  lii-nvi'ti  liii'li'  ccmsc 
ihc  liiiciiiiiL''  I'liiiK  lit  lli:it  iiiii-uiiM'il  till'  iiiiirrnw  nf  lii-  Ikui'  ». 
'I'hi'  inail  I't'  ilif  S:i\in!if  lit'  iiiniikiinl  -I'rmcil  to  i--nc  fi-oni 
jiiiHiii'-'  ill''  ,-linil"\\~  ri  |if'-i-iitri!  Ii_v  a  ihirk  liacki-Tuuii.l  :  ;iii 
aiirciilc  (it'  li;:li'  -Imnr  "ut  lin^rlilly  fr<<ui  lii>  liair;  an  ini- 
Iiii--iiiii'il  l"iii|'  -i-.im  il  Id  uliiu  tlii-nimh  hirii.  aii'l  I"  ilinll 
(•\('i-y    fratiiri'.       I'Ih'   Udf,]    dj'   jit'r    had    jn-;|    Ihmm    iillrri'(|    hy 

llin-c    red    l|[)-,    llir   -arfrd    -.iiilid-.   -■■ctllid    Id   llll;.'cr   >till    III    the 

air:  tin-  -[icciaidr  ln-dii'jli!  ilic  -Mrricr  t'df  tlid-p  capiuatin^ 
paraMi'S,  Ik  aikfiitil  t'di-  ihnn  in  ihr  i'litiirc.  and  had  Id  turn 
to  tlic  tcarhint:-;  "f  tln'  pa-t.  'I'hc  imtnuihi,  d  peace  of  t!io 
(li\ine  eyes,  the  edinfdri  df  -drj'dU  i  iilT  »diils,  seemed  an  ill- 
ler|ireialidn  df  '  he  MvaiiLfel.  'I'he  sweet  triiiiiiphant  >iiiile 
reveahd  the  -i-iret  ..t'  ihi'  Catlinlie  reli.Lnnn.  whieli  sums  \ip 
all  tliiiiL'-  ill  the  preei'pi.  "Ldve  nrie  aitdilier."  'I'his  picture 
hrea'lied  the  -pirii  nt'  prayt  r.  itijuiiud  fdr;:iveness,  overcame 
self,  ean-ed  -!e,  pimr  pdMij-  dt'  e<,dd  to  waken.  For  this 
work  of  I'ajitiaer-  had  the  imjierioii-;  charm  of  imisio;  you 
were  hrdULri,!  under  tlie  ~;iell  of  memories  of  the  pa-t  ;  hii 
triumph  wa-  so  ahsuliite  that  the  arti>t  was  fdrixotten.  'I'lic 
witchery  id'  the  l.MiipliLdu  heiLditencd  the  wonder;  the  head 
seemed  at  liiiic-  to  tinker  ill  the  di>tance,  envehiped  in 
cloud. 

"I  covered  the  >urface  df  that  jiicture  with  gold  pieces," 
sail!  the  mereliant  care!e<-ly. 

■'\nd  now  fur  death!"  cried  the  young  man,  awakened 
from  lii<  mii-iiiij-.  ilis  !a-t  thought  had  recalled  his 
fatf  to  him,  a>  it  led  him  impercepiihly  hack  from  ihe  for- 
lorn hojtf'S  to  wliich  lie  had  cliinLT. 

'\\h,  ha  I  then  my  sn,~picion<  were  well  founded  I"  said  the 
other,  and  hi-  hands  held  the  youiiL'  man's  wrists  in  a  grip 
like  that  of  a  vice. 

The  voungiT  man  smiU-d  ivearily  at  hi?  mistako,  and  ?aid 
genilv  : 

"^"du.  -ir.  hav(^  nothing  to  fear:  it  is  not  your  life,  hut 
mv  d\'.  n  ihai  i-  in  ijuer-tidii.  .  .  .  lUil  whv  -hould  I  liide 
a  harmlc>-  fraud!'""  hi'  went  on,  after  a  look  at  the  an.xious 
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<il(|   man.      "I   i:iiiii'  tn  -•!•  \niir  ir'.i-iirr-  ti>  ulnlc  ;n\;iv  'he 

Illhi-    till     Ili;.'lll     -il'illlil    cudir    ;ni'i     I     I'^uM     i|ln'\||     Iir,-i'll'    i|,'- 

cciillv.  Who  WMiilil  ^TUil^'i-  I  ill-  i,i~i  |ilia-tih'  lo  a  |i.ii  t  .iii'l 
a  man  of  scimcc!'" 

Wllllf   ll''  Sjiliki.,   lllr    jraliill-    llliTrliallt    Watrllnl    tllf   liaL'L'ani 

fan'  of  111  jiri'trnilid  iii>tnmcr  uiili  ki  i  ii  cni-.  I'rf!ia|)-i 
tln'  mniirnful  lurn'^  nf  In-  \niii'  riM.-ur.  ■!  Iiim.  nr  \\'-  al-n 
fcail  llic  (lark  >i;:n-  <if  fad-  in  iIh'  t'.\<\>'i  fiMtuP'-  that  h.iij 
iiiaiji'  the  L'ainblrrs  -hihldrr:  he  ri'|ra-''il  Ins  liamU,  lait,  uitli 
a  toiirh  of  caiitinn.  due  In  the  cNiiriaciicf  iif  -iiiiic  liiimir  ■'! 
Vi'ars  at  Ifa-t,  lie  strftrlicil  In-  afiii  mit  tn  a  -iilfimaril  a-  if 
to  steady  liiin-cif,  lncik  up  a  little  ila^iiT'T.  ami  -aid: 

"Jlavc  von  Imiii  a  >n|itTniiiii(ran-  clrrk  of  tl.c  'i"i(a-iirv  for 
thrci' years  without  reciivini:  any  |Mr<|m  itr-'r'" 

The  stran<:t'r  could  Murctly  .-uiiiire-s  a  -inile  a-  he  >hook 
his  head. 

"I'l'rliaps  your  father  has  oxpn'sscd  his  rc^'nt  for  vonr 
birth  a  littlr  too  sliarply?     Or  have  xoii  di-;.n-a(cd  your-df?"' 

"If   I   meant  to  he  dis;:rii(ed.   I   >houl(l  live." 

"You  iiavc  htrn  hissed  perhaps  al  the  Fiinamliule-;-'  Or 
you  have  had  to  eoinpo  e  (•uiiplet>  to  pay  for  MMir  mist  re--' 
funeral?  Do  you  want  to  he  cured  of  the  p)ld  I'ewr?  Or 
to  be  (|uit  of  the  spleen?  For  what  blunder  is  your  life  a 
forfeit  ?" 

"You  must  not  look  amouir  the  eommon  motives  that  impel 
suicides  for  liie  reason  of  my  death.  To  spare  mvself  the 
task  of  disclosing;  niy  unheard-of  -uirvrmL's.  U,r  which 
langua<je  has  no  name.  I  will  tell  y<iu  this — that  I  atn  in  the 
deepest,  most  iiumiliatiP'^,  and  most  cruel  troiihle,  and."  he 
went  on  in  [iroud  tones  tliat  harmonized  ill  with  the  words 
just  uttered,  "1  have  no  wish  to  beg  for  either  help 
or  svmpathv." 

"Eh :  eh !" 

The  two  •syllable?  wliich  the  old  man  pmnounced  resembled 
the  sound  of  a  rattle.     Then  }'(■  went  on  tlni-^: 

"Without  compelliiiir  yoii  to  entreat  me.  witliout  makini; 
you   blusli   for   it,   and   wilhoul   gi\iug   you   so    much   as   a 
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French  fcntiinc  ;i  pniM  I'n'iii  ilic  L.v.-iiit.  a  Cifriiiiiii  heller,  a 
Hu>^ian  kopeck.  ;i  Scdiii-h  I'artliMij,  a  siiiixle  (ibDlu;;  or 
sestertiu-  l'n>iii  the  iiiieieiii  werhl,  or  njie  jiia-Ire  t'l'ni'i  lh(.' 
new,  uilh(iul  olVerin^i;*  voii  anuhiii;^'  whatever  in  .irohl.  silver, 
or  eopper.  notes  or  drafts,  1  will  make  you  rieher,  more  power- 
ful, ami  nf  'iiori'  eon>e(pienee  than  a  eon-titutional  kiiii:'." 

The  youn;:er  man  thou^^hl  that  llu'  older  was  in  his  dotage, 
and  waited  in  hewilderment   without  venturing  to  reply. 

'■'rnrn  muiid,"'  >aid  the  merchant,  suddenly  catching  np 
the  lamp  in  onler  to  light  U])  the  opposite  wall;  'iook  at  that 
leathern  skin."  he  went  on. 

The  young  man  rose  ahruptly.  and  showed  some  surprise 
at  the  -i;:lii  uf  a  |iiece  nf  ^hagi'ceii  which  hung  ()••  tlie  wall 
behind  his  chair.  It  was  oidy  ahout  the  size  of  a  lox's  skin, 
but  it  sieiiied  to  fill  the  deep  shadows  of  the  place  with  such 
brilliant  rays  that  it  lonked  like  a  small  comet,  an  appear- 
ance at  first  sight  inexplicable.  The  young  scep''e  went  np 
to  this  so-called  talisman,  which  was  to  rescue  him  from  his 
woes,  with  a  scoHing  phrase  in  his  thoughts.  Still  a  harmless 
curiosity  led  him  to  iiend  over  it  and  look  at  it  from  all 
points  oi  view,  and  he  -oon  found  out  the  cause  of  its 
.singidar  brilliancy.  The  dark  grain  of  the  leather  had  been 
so  carefidly  burnished  ami  polished,  the  striped  mark- 
ings of  the  graining  were  >o  sharp  and  clear,  that  every  ])ar- 
ticle  of  the  surface  ef  the  bit  of  Oriental  leather  was  in  it- 
self a  focus  which  concentrated  the  light,  and  reilectod  it 
vividly. 

He  accounted  for  this  jthenomenon  categorically  to  the  old 
man,  who  only  smiled  mean.ingly  by  way  of  an-wer.  His 
snperior  smile  led  the  young  scientific  man  to  fancy  that  he 
himself  had  Ixen  deceived  by  sduk^  imposture.  He  had  no 
wish  to  carrv  one  tn.>re  puzzle  to  his  grave,  and  hastily  turned 
the  -kin  over,  like  some  child  eager  to  find  out  the  mysteries 
of  a  new  toy. 

"Ah.""  he  cried,  "here  is  the  mark  of  the  seal  which  they 
call  in  the  V.:\<r  {\w  Si-net  "f  Siilduton.'' 

"So   yon    know   that,   llienr""   asked    the   merchant.       His 
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peculiar  method  of  !;ui,-lit.r,  two  or  thrco  quick  hroaihln.s 
llirouLTh  the  nostril-.  -:iiil  muw  ihaii  ;iiiy  wnnl-;  lunvc\vr 
eioijuent. 

"I.-  there  niiylioily  in  the  world  -iiiiplc  rndiiLdi  lo  hcljove 
m  that  idle  fniuv  V  said  ili..  yuiuiL'-  man.  ii.nlrd  l.v  the- 
.spitefulness  of  the  sih'nt  eliiickic.  '•!)(, n't  yon  know,"  iic 
cuiitiniicd.  "that  tiic  suporsi  iiioiis  of  the  |-;a<t  have  per- 
petuated the  mystical  fo-iii  and  thi'  counterfeit  characters  of 
the  syndjol.  which  rl'lH•escnt^  a  mythical  ddmininiir  1  have 
no  more  laid  myself  open  to  a  char-re  of  crediiHty  in  this 
case,  than  if  1  had  mentioned  >pliinxes  or  jmllins,  whose  ex- 
istence mythology  in  a  manner  admits." 

"As  you  are  an  Orientalist. "'  re[)lie'l  the  other,  "perhaps; 
you  can  read  that  sentence."' 

lie  held  the  lamp  eIo,-e  to  the  tali-man.  which  the  vnuiijx 
man  held  towards  him,  and  pointed  out  some  characters  iidaid 
in  the  ^ur|■a(■e  of  the  wonderful  skin,  as  if  thev  had  ^;rown 
on  the  animal  to  which  it  once  helonired. 

"I  must  admit.""  said  the  strauirer.  "that  I  have  no  idea 
how  the  letters  could  he  eniifaved  >o  deeply  on  the  skin  of  a 
wild  ass."  And  he  turned  (juickly  to  tlu'  tallies  strewn  with 
curiosities  and  seemed  to  look  for  something:. 

"What  is  it  that  you  want?"  asked  the  old  man. 

"Somethin,!:  that  will  cut  the  leather,  so  that  I  can  see 
whether  the  letters  are  printed  or  inlaid." 

The  old  man  held  out  his  stiletto.  The  stran<rer  took  it 
and  tried  to  cut  the  skin  ahove  the  letterin-:  hut  when  he  had 
removed  a  thin  shavin,<:  id'  leather  from  lliem.  the  characters 
still  appearcMl  helow.  so  clear  and  so  exact  Iv  like  the  surface 
impression,  that  for  a  moment  he  was  not  sure  that  he  had 
cut  anythin<:  away  after  all. 

"The  craftsmen  of  the  Levant  have  secret-  known  onlv  to 
themselves."'  he  said,  half  in  vexation,  as  he  eyed  the  charac- 
ters of  this  Oriental  sentence. 

"Ves."  said  the  old  man.  "it  is  hetler  to  attribute  it  to 
man's  aj,'eney  than  to  (iod"s." 
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The  mysterious  words  were  tlnis  ;'.rranged: 

1  JsXd   AMI    d\j\^ 

Or,  ns  it  nins  in  English: 

russicssiNi;  Ml-:  Tiior  siialt  rossEss  all  tttixos. 

Birr  THY  LIFK  IS  MINK.  I'OU  GOD  HAS  SO  WILLKI)  IT. 

WISH,    AND    THV     WISHKS    SHALL    UK    KCLKILLED; 

BIT    MKAsntK   THY    nESIHKS,    ACCOUDINQ 

TO    THK    I.IKK    THAT    IS    IN    TIIKE. 

THIS    IS    THY    LIFE. 

WITH    EACH     WISH     I     MFST    SIIUTNK 

EVEN'    AS   THY  OWN   DAYS. 

WILT  Tlior   HAVE  ME?        TAKE  ME. 

GOD   WILL    HEAHKEN    LNTO   THEE. 

so  BE  IT  I 

"So  voii  read  Sanskrit  Huently."  said  the  old  man.  'Ton 
havo  ht'cn  in   I'l   <ia  perhaps,  or  in  Bcniral  ?" 

"No.  .-ir,"  -ai''  tl"'  slran.L'or.  as  ho  folt  tho  onil)l(Miiatiral 
skin  ouriouslv.     11   v  as  almost  as  rigid  as  a  shtvt  of  metal. 
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The  old  iiicrchiiiit  .-ct  flic  liiiii])  hiifk  again  upon  tlu' 
Lolunin,  ^nviiiir  the  otluT  a  look  a?  li."  did  so.  "He  has  given 
up  the  notion  of  dving  already,"  Ihe  glance  ;-aid  with 
phlegmatie  irony. 

"Is  it  a  jest,  or  is  it  an  enigma?"  asked  the  younger  man. 

The  otlier  shook  his  head  and  >,ii(l  solierlv: 

"I  don't  know  how  to  an.-wer  you.  I  have  offered  this 
talisman  with  its  ferriiije  powers  to  men  with  more  energy  in 
them  than  you  seem  to  me  to  liave ;  hut  though  they  laughed 
at  the  (|Ui'sfionai)le  jtower  it  might  (  xert  over  their  futures, 
not  one  of  them  was  ready  to  venture  to  conclude  the  fateful 
contract  propo-ed  hy  an  unknown  f(ircc.  1  am  of  their 
opinion,  I  have  doiihted  and  refrained,  and " 

"JIave  you  never  I'Ven  tried  its  j)ower?"  interrupted  the 
young  stranger. 

"Tried  it!"  exclaimed  tlie  old  man.  "Suppose  that  you 
were  on  the  column  in  the  I'lace   \'en<lnmc,  would  you  trv 
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Is  it  ])ossil)le  to  stay  the  course 


of  life?  Has  a  nuin  ever  ix-cn  known  to  die  hy  halves?  He- 
fore  you  came  here,  you  had  made  up  your  mind  to  kill  your- 
self, hut  all  at  once  a  nn>tery  fills  your  niiiid,  ami  you  think 
no  more  alxiut  death.  You  child!  Does  not  any  oik;  day 
of  your  life  alFord  mysteries  more  ai)S()rl)ing?  Listen  to  me. 
I  saw  the  licentious  days  of  Kegeiicv.  I  was  likt^  vou,  then, 
in  poverty;  I  have  U-ggcd  my  hread  ;  hut  for  all  that,  I  am 
now  a  centenarian  with  a  c()uj)le  of  years  to  spare,  and  a  mill- 
ionaire to  hoot.  Misery  was  the  making  of  nie,  ignorance; 
has  made  me  learned.  I  will  t(>ll  you  in  a  few  words  the 
great  -ecret  of  huitian  life.  By  two  instinctive  processes  man 
e.xhaust?  the  springs  of  life  within  him.  Two  vcrhs  cover 
all  the  forms  which  these  two  causes  of  death  may  take — 
To  Will  and  To  have  your  Will,  r.cfweeri  these  two  limits 
of  human  activity  the  wise  have  discovered  an  intermediate 
formula,  to  which  T  owe  my  good  fortune  and  long  life.  To 
Will  consumes  us.  and  To  have  our  W  ill  de-trovs  ns,  hut  To 
Know  steeps  our  feehle  organistiis  iii  pert)efual  calm.  In 
me  Thought  has  destroyed  Will,  so  that  Power  is  relegated  to 
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llie  ordiiiarv  function-  of  niv  cfonoiiiy.  In  ;i  word,  it  i?  not 
in  llii'  hc.-irt  uliicli  c-in  lie  lnokcn  nor  in  the  x'li-is  tliat  ho- 
cnni"  ilcadrnnl.  Iiui  it  is  in  il,  lirain  that  cannot  wa.-tc 
awav  an'i  survives  '•\cr\  thini:  cl-".  :hal  I  have  set  niv  life. 
Moderation  lias  kcpi  mind  and  Kon  .iiirulllcd.  ^'^i,  I  liavc 
seen  the  whole  world.  I  have  ieiiriied  all  lan,uaia<;('s,  lived 
after  every  manner.  1  ha\e  lent  a  Chinaman  money,  lakin,:; 
his  father's  cor|i>e  a.s  a  pledge,  .-lept  in  an  .\ral)"s  tent  oii 
the  security  of  hi>  haie  word,  si<.nied  contract.s  in  vwvy 
cafiital  of  Kurn]ie.  and  left  my  j:old  without  hesitation  in 
savaj^e  wi;_^wams,  I  have  atlaine(l  everylhini:.  bwaiise  1  have 
known  hou-  to  de-pi>e  all  ihiiij^s. 

"My  one  ambition  has  heen  to  see.  Is  not  Si(,'lit  in  a  man- 
ner InsiLrht?  .\nd  to  ha\(  knowled^f  or  iii.-i'.dit,  is  not  that 
to  have  instinct i\('  po^-es-ion?  To  he  ahle  to  discover  the 
very  substanie  of  fact  and  to  unito  its  osscnee  to  our  os.soncc? 
Of  material  po^^ession  what  abides  with  you  Imt  an  idea? 
'i'hink,  then,  liow  ^rlorious  must  l>e  ihe  lil'e  of  a  man  who  can 
stamp  all  realities  upon  his  liiouLdii.  place  the  sprinjzs 
of  happiness  within  him-elf.  arid  draw  thcnco  uncounted 
pleasures  in  idea,  un-oiied  by  earthly  stains.  Thoui::lit  is  a 
kiy  to  a'l  tr'a>ures-.  the  miser's  irains  are  nurs  without  his 
cares.  Thus  I  have  soarpd  above  this  world,  where  Tny  onjoy- 
meiils  ha\e  been  ititi'llect ual  joy-.  1  have  reveled  in  thi> 
contemplation  of  seas,  [woples.  forests,  and  mountains!  I 
have  seen  all  thin.e-s.  calmly,  and  without  weariness;  I  have 
set  my  desires  on  nothiiii:".  I  hav(^  waited  in  expectation  of 
everythin.Lr.  I  have  walked  to  and  fro  in  the  world  as  in 
a  irardeii  nuinil  about  my  own  dwellin;..:.  Troubles,  loves, 
ambitions,  losse-.  and  -orrows,  as  men  call  tlieni.  .an'  for  lue 
ideas,  which  i  transmute  into  wakiiiL'  dreams:  I  express  and 
transpose  instead  of  feelini:  them  :  in-tead  of  permitting  them 
to  pfe\-  upon  my  lil'e.  I  dramatize  and  expand  them:  1  divert 
mv-elf  with  them  as  if  thev  were  romances  which  I  could  read 
by  th"  power  of  visi,>n  within  me.  .As  I  have  never  overtaxed 
my  constitution.  I  still  enjoy  robust  health:  and  as  mv  mind 
is  endowed  with  all  tlu'  force  that  I  have  not  wasted,  tliis 
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head  of  niino  is  oven  hctttr  fiinii-Iinl  tlinn  niv  pallori(s. 
The  true  inillions  lie  lien'."  lie  >ni(l,  >lrikinL'  Ins  forehead. 
'■J  spend  delirious  days  jn  eonumniiiiL's  with  the  past  ;  I  siim- 
Tiion  before  me  whole  countries.  jil;i(e>,  extent-  of  -cm.  the 
fair  faces  of  history.  In  niy  inia-mary  serairlio  I  have  all 
the  women  that  I  have  never  i)os.-e--cd.  ^'onr  war-  anil  i^  vo- 
lutions come  II])  before  me  for  judirnient.  What  is  a  feverish 
fu^'itive  admiration  tor  some  more  or  le>s  briirlitiv  colored 
piece  of  llesli  and  blood:  some  more  or  less  rounded  lu.maii 
form;  what  are  all  the  di-asters  that  wait  on  vonr  erratic 
whims,  compared  with  the  maunificcni  pnwcr  of  conjurinu' 
up  the  whole  world  within  your  soul,  compared  with  the  im- 
measurable joys  of  movi'meiit,  un-iram:lcd  bv  the  cord-  of 
time,  uiiclouLTed  by  the  fetters  of  sj)ace:  the  jov-  of  belmld- 
in<r  all  thiniTs,  of  comprehendinLr  .ill  ihinLTs,  of  li'.inini:  over 
the  parapet  of  the  world  to  (piestinn  the  other  >pheres,  to 
liearken  to  the  voice  of  (oid  ?  yriiere."  he  burst  out, 
vehemently,  ''there  are  To  Will  ;ind  To  have  your  Will,  both 
together."  he  pointed  to  the  bit  of  shaf:n'en  :  "there  are  vour 
social  id(>as,  your  immoderate  desires,  vnur  excesses,  vour 
pleasures  that  end  in  death,  your  sorn.ws  that  ([uickeii  the  pace 
of  lifev^or  pain  is  perhaps  but  a  violent  plea-ure.  Who  could 
determine  the  point  where  plea.-ure  becomes  pain,  where  pain 
is  still  a  pleasure?  Is  not  the  utmost  brii:!itne-s  of  the  ideal 
world  POothinLT  to  us,  while  the  liLrhtest  shadows  of  the 
physical  world  annoy?  Is  not  knowledire  the  secret  of  wis- 
dom? -And  what  is  folly  init  a  riotous  expenditure  of  Will 
or  Power?" 

"Very  irood  then,  a  life  of  riotous  excess  for  me  I"  said  the 
stranger,  pouncing  upon  the  piece  of  s"nai:reen. 

"Young  man.  beware!"  criinl  the  other  with  incredible 
vehemence. 

"I  liad  resolved  my  existence  into  thought  and  stud  v."  the 
stranger  replied;  "and  \et  thcv  have  not  even  -npported 
nie.  I  am  not  to  be  "nlliHl  bv  a  sermon  worthv  •>?  Swedrti- 
borg.  nor  by  your  Oriental  amidet.  nor  yet.  by  your  charitable 
endeavors  to  keep  me  in  a  world  wherein  existence  is  no 
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lonnror  possihlc  for  im'.  .  .  .  l.ct  iiic  sec  now."  lie  a<1i1t'(|. 
cliitcliinir  the  t;ili<iii;ni  (■nnviil>ivr|y,  II-  tic  looked  at  Ihe  old 
man.  "I  wish  for  a  roval  liaTKiuct.  a  (aroii,-(.  worthv  of  this 
cctitun-.  wliich.  it  i>  -aid.  ha-  hronulit  cvcrvlhinL:  to  piTfcc- 
tioril  l.ft  IIIC  l)a\c  yoimtr  boon  ( (impanions.  witiv.  nn- 
warficd  in-  [ircjiidicc.  ?ncrrv  to  the  vcr;rc  of  madness  I  Let 
one  wine  succeed  another,  each  more  hitinir  and  perfumed 
tlian  the  hist,  ami  strong:  enou^di  to  hriiiL'  al)oui  three  davs 
of  delirium  I  I'as^ionale  womeii"<  forms  -hould  Linuv  that 
ni^dit  I  I  would  he  liorne  away  to  unknown  rc<:ions  Ijcvoiid 
the  (-online-  uf  this  worM.  hy  ilie  car  and  four-u  iiiL'^cd  -teed 
of  a  frantic  and  ujiroarious  oriry.  I.el  us  a-cend  to  the  skies. 
or  pliinp-  ourselves  in  the  mire.  !  do  not  know  if  one  soars 
or  sinks  at  such  monieni-.  and  I  do  not  care!  Next.  1  hid 
this  enifjmatieal  power  to  e<incentrate  all  deliixhts  for  me  in 
one  single  joy.  Yes.  I  mu-t  comprehend  every  jilcasure  of 
earth  and  heaven  in  ih"  final  enihrace  that  is  to  kill  me. 
Therefore,  after  the  wine,  I  wish  to  lioid  ]iii:li  festival  to 
Priajius.  with  sonirs  that  niiirht  roii-e  the  dead,  and  kisses 
without  end  :  the  sound  of  them  sliould  pass  like  the  crackling 
of  flam(>  through  I'aris.  should  revive  the  heat  of  vouth 
and  passion  in  hushand  and  wife,  even  in  hearts  of  seventy 
years." 

.'\  laugh  hurst  from  the  little  old  man.  It  rang  in  the 
young  man's  ears  like  an  echo  from  liell,  and  tvrannously  cut 
him  -hori.      lie  said  no  ntore. 

"Do  yon  imagine  that  my  floors  are  goinir  to  open  suddenly. 
so  that  luxuriou-ly-ap|iointed  tahles  may  risp  through  them, 
md  guests  from  another  world?  Xo.  no.  young  marlca;). 
You  have  entered  into  the  compart  now.  and  there  is  an  end 
of  it.  Ileneeforward.  your  wi-hes  M'ill  lie  aceuratelv  fulfilled, 
hut  at  the  expense  of  your  life.  The  compass  of  vour  days, 
visible  in  that  skin,  will  contract  according  to  the  strength 
and  number  of  your  de-ires,  frum  the  lea-t  to  the  most  ex- 
travairant.  The  Brahmin  from  whom  f  had  this  -kin  onee 
explained  tu  me  that  it  would  bring  about  a  mysterious  con- 
uection   between   the  furtuuos   and   wishes  of  its  possessor. 


TIIK    lAMSMAN  ,-(.-, 

Your  first  wish  is  ii  viil-ar  mic,  whiih  I  could  fuKil,  l,ut  I 
\vtiw  liiiil  to  the  i,->ucs  nf  yniir  iicu  .■\i>iriici'.  Aftrr  all.  \(>ii 
were  wishiii<:  lu  die;  mtv  \\h-!I.  ynur  -uuidr  is  only  jdit  <iir 
for  II  time."" 

Till'  stnin^'cr  was  suriiriscd  iind  irntntrd  that  this  pn  uliar 
old  mail  |MT>i>lcd  in  imi  takiiii:-  liiiii  mtIhu-Iv.  A  half 
I)hilaiithn)pic  intfiilioii  piMprd  >,i  charly  forih  frmn  his  la,-I 
jcstiiiir  nhscrviitioii,  tliat  he  o\(lainit(l : 

'"1  ^liali  .-iioii  .-(•(',  -ir,  if  any  chjiiiL:^'  i-nmcs  over  niv  fnrtuiics 
in  tlic  lime  it  will  take  to  (.ross  the  width  of  ijif  ([uav.  Hut 
1  should  like-  us  to  he  (juits  for  such  a  nioiiicniou-  ecrvicc; 
tliat  is,  if  you  arc  not  lau-:hinu  a'  an  unlucky  wrdch.  ^o  I 
wisli  tiiat  you  may  fall  in  love  \ulh  an  oj)cra-danccr.  ^'ou 
wouhl  undcr.-tand  the  pica.-uivs  (d'  inlcmiicrancc  then,  and 
mi^dit  j)crhaps  ^row  lavish  of  the  wealth  that  you  have  hus- 
banded so  philoso])liically.'" 

He  went  out  without  hecdinir  the  old  man's  heavy  si^li, 
went  back  tlirou^di  the  <:alleries  and  dovvn  the  ;:tairca>e.  fol- 
lowed by  the  stout  assistant  who  vainly  tried  to  liirht  his  i)as- 
pa<j:e:  he  Hed  with  the  haste  of  a  rohher  cau.i:lit,  in  the  act. 
Blinded  by  a  kind  of  delirium,  lie  ilid  not  even  notiee  the 
unexpected  fle.xibility  of  the  piece  of  >lia.irrirn,  which  coiled 
itself  up.  pliant  as  a  plove  in  his  excited  tinirers.  till  it  would 
go  into  the  jiocket  of  his  coat,  where  he  riiechanicallv  thrust 
it.  As  he  rushed  out  of  the  door  into  the  street,  he  ran 
up  against  three  youn'r  men  who  were  passing  arm-in- 
arm. 

"Brute !" 

"Idiot !" 

Such  were  the  gratifying  expressions  exchanged  between 
them. 

"Why,  it  is  ■Raphael  !" 

"Cood  I  we  were  looking  for  vnu." 

"What!  it  is  you.  then?"' 

Tlie.se  three  friendly  <'xelamations  nuicklv  followed  the  in- 
sults, as  the  light  of  a  street  latiip.  flickering  in  the  wind, 
fell  upon  the  astonished  faces  of  tln'  group. 
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"My  dear  fi'llow.  ynn  inu>t  (diiic  wiili  ns  I"  said  the  young 
niiiii  thai   lia)p|ia''l  liad  all  luit  knocked  down. 

"What  is  all  tlii>  ahout  ?" 

"Coinr  ainiiu-,  and  I  udl  tcii  yni  the  lu.-torv  of  it  as  we 
go." 

J5y  fair  means  or  foul,  I?a|)liat'l  must  sn  alon^'  witli  his 
fricmls  towards  tlic  I'ont  dis  Arts;  they  Mirronndcd  jiim,  and 
linked  him  hy  the  arm  amoii;:  their  iiierrv  hand. 

"We  have  l)een  after  yon  for  alioiii  a  week."  the  s^peaker 
went  <jn.  "At  your  respectable  hotel  ih:  Suint  (Jucntin, 
wiiere,  hy  the  way.  the  >\<su  with  the  alternate  hiack  and  red 
letters  cannot  he  removed,  and  hanirs  out  ju<t  as  it  did  in 
the  time  <d'  .lean  Jaeipies,  tliai  Leonarda  of  yours  told  us 
that  you  wen-  oil"  into  the  country.  For  all  that,  we  cer- 
tainly did  not  look  like  dnn-.  ere(litors.  sheritfV  oflicers,  or 
the  like.  Knt  no  matter!  K'a-ti.irnuc  had  sei'u  you  the  even- 
ing: hefore  at  the  liouifons:  we  took  couraL'e  airain.  and  made 
it  a  point  of  honor  to^find  out  whether  you  were  roostintr  in  a 
tree  in  the  Champs-KIysees,  or  in  one  of  those  philanthropic 
ahodes  where  the  hei:<:ars  sleej)  on  a  twopenny  rope,  or  if, 
more  luckily  you  were  hivonackiui:  in  some  houdoir  or  other. 
We  could  not  lind  you  anywhere.  Your  name  was  not  in  the 
jailers"  re^n.-ters  at  tlii'  St.  Telairie  nor  at  ].a  Force  !  (Jovern- 
ment  departments,  aifr--<.  libraries,  hsts  of  prefects"  names, 
newspaper  ollices,  restaurants,  jrreenroom.s — to  cut  it  short, 
every  lurkiTi^'  place  in  Paris,  ^'ood  or  bad.  has  been  e.xjjlored 
in  the  most  e.xpert  manner.  We  bewailed  the  loss  of  a  man 
endowed  witli  such  ;:enius.  that  one  miirht  look  to  find  liira 
either  at  Court  or  in  the  common  jails.  We  talked  of  canoniz- 
in^r  you  as  a  hero  of  July,  and,  upon  my  word,  we  regretted 
you  I" 

As  he  spoke,  the  friends  were  crossing  the  Pont  dcs  Arts. 
Without  listening  to  them.  Raphael  looked  at  the  Seine,  at 
the  clamoring  waves  that  reflected  the  lights  of  Paris.  Above 
that  river,  in  which  but  now  he  had  thought  to  iling  himself, 
the  old  mairs  prediction  had  been  fulfilled,  the  hour  of  his 
death  had  been  already  put  back  by  fate. 
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"Wv  really  rcLTiitcd  ynn."  -aid  lii-  frii  iid.  still  piirsiiiii:,' 
hi.-,  iliiiiic  "ll  ua-  a  i|U(-ti(Ui  nf  a  plan  in  which  Uf  iiicludi'd 
you  as  a  >\i|ii'ri(ir  pcr.-nii.  thai  is  Id  say.  sntiu'hudy  who  ran 
put  hinisclt'  ahnvc  nthrr  pcuplc  The  cniistitutiiinal  ihiinhlc- 
ri^'  is  can'ic-d  mi  tn-day,  dear  hnv,  JiMirc  sipiniislv  than  rvcr. 
'I'll!'  infamous  inonarchy,  di-placi'd  hy  the  heroism  of  tin  •••■n- 
plc,  wa.-.  a  sort  of  drah,  \nii  could  lauLHi  and  rovcl  with  licr; 
hut  i-a  I'alric  is  a  shrcui-li  and  \iriiious  uifo.  and  willv- 
nilly  you  mu>t  take  her  pre-erihed  endearments.  'I'hen  lie- 
sides,  as  you  know,  authority  pa~-ed  o\er  fr'oni  the  'I'uilerio.s 
to  the  journalists,  at  the  time  when  \\\>-  I'.iid,t:et  chan^'ed  its 
(piarters  and  went  fiom  the  l-"auhourL''  Saint-( Jerinain  to  the 
Chaussee  d'Anlin.  lUu  this  you  may  not  know  perhaps. 
The  (iovornment.  that  is,  the  aristocracy  of  lawyers  and  hank- 
ers who  repre>ent  the  coimlry  to-day.  jii>t  as  the  priests 
used  lo  do  in  the  time  of  t!;e  monarchy.  lia>  felt  the  necessity 
of  mystifying:  the  worthy  people  of  France  with  a  few  new 
words  and  old  ideas,  like  philosopher-  of  every  scbonl.  ami  all 
stron;:  intellects  ever  since  time  hcLran.  So  now  Rovalist- 
national  ideas  must  he  inc\deated.  hy  jiroviniT  to  us  that  it  is 
far  hettor  to  pay  twelve  million  francs,  thirty-three  centimes 
to  La  Patr  ■.  rej)reseTite(l  hy  Me-sietirs  Such-and-Such.  than  to 
pay  cloven  hundred  million  francs,  nine  centimes  to  a 
kin;r  who  used  to  say  /  in-tead  of  ire.  In  a  word,  a  journal, 
with  two  or  thrc(>  hundred  thousand  francs.  ;rood.  at  the  haek 
of  it. has  just  'leen  started,  with  a  view  to  makini:  an  opposition 
paper  to  content  the  discontentecl.  without  preju  lice  to  the 
national  troveriuiient  of  tlie  citizen-kiiiL'.  We  seofT  at  lihertv 
as  at  despotism  now.  and  at  relijrion  or  in(  i-(>dulity  quite  im- 
partially. And  since,  for  us.  'our  country'  me;  ns  a  capital 
where  ideas  circulate  and  are  sold  at  so  much  a  line,  a 
succulent  dinner  every  day.  and  the  play  at  frc(juent  intervals, 
where  iirofliirate  women  swarm,  where*  -uppers  last  on  into 
tlu*  next  day.  and  liLdit  loves  an>  hired  hy  tli(>  hour  like  eahs ; 
and  since  i'aris  v.ill  alwavs  he  the  most  adorahle  of  all 
countri(>s.  the  countrv  of  jov.  lihertv.  wit.  prettv  women. 
mauvnis  xujrts,   and    good    wine:    where    the    truncheon    of 
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iiiillinfiiy  iiivcr  iii:ik(  -  ii-ilf  (li-a^Ti  ralilv  felt.  Iwcauso  ono  is 

Ml  flu-r    I..    |i|n,,.    \\  liM    w  1,  |.|    II.     -  «r.   lllcivl'nrc,   ~i  r  I  a  fif.   i<\'   |  lif 

pill  .M(|)liiM(i|)h.|..-,  have  .■iiL:a;.T(l  (o  \vliilcua>li  ill.  [ilildio 
iiMinl,  Id  uiw  rn-h  ci.-iiiiiir-  tn  (lie  aclor^.  Id  |i;:i  a  iicw 
]>\n]il  i.r  lun  ill  thr  L'm.Tiiiiiciil  ImiuiIi.  I(,  (jcH'tnr  d,,,  iniiains, 
■■"I'l  \';iiin  u|)  nlil  li'rpuliNcaii-,  In  tnurli  n|i  llic  rioiiapart- 
i-1-  ■■!  I'll,  ami  ivMcinal  llic  Crniiv;  iiruvidni  thai  \\r  arc  al- 
IhuimI  I,,  laii!.ii  III  ju'K.,  al  ImHIi  km::-  and  pcuj,!,.^  to  iliink 
oiif  ihiii;.'  Ill  ihr  iiMiriiiiiL'-  and  aiinih.  r  at  ni-jlil.  and  In  lead 
a  rncrn  life  n  l,i  Vmwwj^v,  or  to  rccliiK.  ii|ioii  ^ol't  cushions, 
iiiiirr  urn  iiliili. 

"'I'hc  Mrpiiv  of  this  l.iirlc<.|iic  and  niar-aronio  kiiiplom," 
lie  went  on.  "uc  havi-  fcscrvcd  for  you;  so  \\v  aiT  lakiiii,'  vou 
straiL'htuay  lo  a  dinner  Lrivcii  \>y  the  foinnhT  of  tlu-  said 
ncusiiajiir.  a  nliivd  hanker,  who.  at  a  !o.-s  to  know  what  to 
do  with  his  nioiitv.  i>  iroiiiir  to  hnv  some  hrains  with  it.  You 
will  hr  wclcoMM'd  a-^  a  hrothcr,  wo  si, all  hail  you  as  kin;,'  of 
thc.-c  frcf  laiKo  who  will  undertake  anvlhin^'-:  whose  ncr- 
spieaeity  diM-over>  the  intentioii>  of  Austria.  Kn^rlund,  or 
lv'us>ia  hefore  either  Ii'uv-^ia.  Austria,  or  Kn,i:land  have  formed 
any,  Ve-.  we  will  inve.-.t  you  with  the  soveroi^rnty  of  tho.sn 
piiis>ant  intellects  which  ;:ive  to  the  world  its  Mirahfaus, 
Talleyrand-,  rills,  and  Mettcrnielw— all  the  clever  Crispins 
who  treat  the  de.-iinie>  (d"  a  kin^'doni  a>  LMiiihlcrs"  stakes. 
.iii>i  a-  ordinary  men  phiv  dominoes  for  Irir.'^rliniini.^ticr.  Wt> 
have  iriwn  you  out  to  he  the  most  umlaunted  fliampioii  who 
ever  wre.-tled  in  a  drinkin.Lr-hout  at  close  <|uarters  with  the 
mon-ler  called  ('anmsal.  whom  all  hold  spirits  wisli  to  trv  a 
fall  with:  wc  have  i:one  so  far  as  to  say  tliat  you  have  never 
yel  heen  Worsted.  I  hope  you  will  not  make  liars  of  us. 
Taillefer.  our  amphilryon.  has  undertaken  to  surpass  the  cir- 
eumscrihed  -alurnalia-  (d"  the  petty  modern  Liicullus.  llf 
is  rich  enoiiijh  to  infii-e  pomp  into  trilies,  and  stvle  and 
eharm  into  di-ipation.  ,  .  Are  you  listenin;:.  Raphael?" 
a-ked    the  orator,   interrupting:  himself, 

"Ve-."  an-weivd  tlie  youiii:  man,  les-  surprised  hv  the  ac- 
'•"nipli>lin!cnf  of  hi  wi-hes  than  hy  the  natural  luaniier  ia 
which  the  events  had  come  about. 
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Tie  coiili!  iKit  liririL'  liiriiMlt'  |m  li.lirvc  in  iniiL'ii'.  Inil  lie 
iiiiirvclril  .it   iIm'  ;|'(  hiiiil-  "f  lir,iii;in   fnlr. 

"^'(•s.  \oii  s;iv.  jii-t  II-  if  \'iii  \'.cT<'  ilutikitiL'  "f  \iMir  ;:ranil- 
fatln'r'-  ilcrtiiM'."  rrmarkiil  ••u^-  nf  hi-  miuliln)!'-. 

'"All  I"  cricil  Ii'apliacl.  ■"  I  ua-  iliinkiii::.  iii\  fririiiU,  that  W' 
arc  ill  a  fair  wav  tn  lniMinr  \i'i-\  i^hmI  >c<niMiln'U,"  ami  llun' 
\va-  an  iiiLMiiiinii-iic--  in  hi-  Imh,-  that  set  ihc-c  wriici-.  the 
li(i[M'  (if   Miiiiii.'   I'i'anrc.   ill  a   rn.ir.      "So   f;ir  lair  hl.i-|ilii mi.-. 

haVc    linll    lltttTril    nM!'    mUT    (II|i-.    UT    h.lM'    |ia--i:|    ull  l'    JIkIl'- 

nictit-  iiti  liff  whili'  drunk,  and  t.ik'ii  iinii  and  alFair-  in  an 
aflff-dinmr  frainr  <<{  iniinl.  W  r  U'  v  inti'"  ■  nl  <<\'  act  inn  :  ur 
wcff  hold  in  word-.  I>ut  nnw  wi'  ar^  In  he  liraiid.d  uiili  the 
hdt  iron  of  jiolitic- ;  \vr  arc  uoin^'  to  rn!(  i-  thi'  i  mii\  ir|V  |iri-iiii 
and  to  dfop  onr  illusion-.  Alihoii'.di  ot.if  ha-  tm  hiji.  f  ji-i'i.  cv- 
(•(•|it  in  thr  ilfvil,  otii>  may  fi'irfrt  the  p.uMdi-e  n|'  i,n>'"-  youth 
and  ihf  a^c  of  innoci'iirc.  when  wr  devoutly  o|l'..red  the  tip  of 
Our  •ont.'nc  to  .-oiiic  trood  prii-t  for  the  eon-eer.-ited  <'.  afep  of  the 
sacriinieiit.      Ah.  niv  'jood   friend-.  Iir>t   peee.-idillee-  L'a\e 

us  so  iinich  plea-urc  liecan-e  the  co,,        i^nt  reinnr-e  set  them 

ofr  anil  lent  a  k.  en  relisli  to  them;  In.,  nowadays " 

"Oh  I  now,"  .-aid  the  tir.-l  ^peaker,  "tliere  is  still 
left " 


"What?"  asked  anotiier. 

"Crime " 

"There  i^  a  woinI  n^  hi.:.']i  a-  the  jrallows  and  deeper  than 
tile  .Seine."  -aid   li'.ijiliael. 

"Oh.  viai  don't  \inder>ian<l  me:  i  me:in  politjr.il  erime. 
Since  thi<  m.>rninL'.  a  eoii-pir;ilor'-  life  i-  the  oiilv  one  I 
covet.  I  don't  know  that  the  faii'V  \^ill  l.i-t  over  to-morrow, 
hilt  to-ni^'ht  at  least  mv  e-oru'e  ri^e-  at  the  ana'tnie  life  of  oiir 
eivilization  atid  its  railroad  eveiine--.  t  am  seized  with  a 
passion  for  the  mi-erie-  of  the  retreat  from  Mo-eow,  for  the 
o\eitenienl-  of  the  Red  Cor-air.  or  fur  a  -imiL'Lrler's  life.  I 
should  like  to  L'o  to  liot.aiiv  \\:\y.  as  we  have  no  ("h.artreux 
left  ii<  h(  :-e  in  !•' ranee:  it  is  a  -ort  of  infirmary  re<ervi'd  for 
little  Lord  Rvrons  who.  havin;_'  crumpled  np  their  live-  li!-  ■ 
a  serviette  after  dinner,  have  nothing'  left  to  do  hut  to  set  tlieir 
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conntrv  iilihi/c,  hlnu  ilicir  nun  iirain-  nut.  plni  fnr  ii  rijuihlic. 
or  claiimr  U>v  .1  wiii-    — " 

"mi  tiiy  I'niinr.  Iiui    I'm-  the  rr\nlntinn  nt'  .l.ily   I   \\nn|il  Imvc 

takfll   ofiii  r-,   mill    JJOIIr   nil'   dnUh    illln    llir    Idtllltrv     -niiirwIliTi' 
to   lr;|i!    till-   llt'i'  nf  1111   illlilllill,   illlil " 

".\rul   vnu   would  have  read  vour  bresiarv  tlirou^'h  every 
.lav." 
"Ves." 

'"Voii  arc  a  cnxcoiiili !" 

"Why.  ur  Mild  I  he  iir\v-[ia[i(Ts  as  it  is  I" 

"Not  had  that,  t'nr  a  joiiriiali>l  I  Mut  hold  your  ton^'uo, 
'•  (•  an  iroiii;.'  lliriuiLrh  a  ifnw!  nf  -uli-rriher-.  dniiniali.-iii, 
look  you,  is  till'  nlijiinii  nf  inoihrn  .-oeiely,  and  has  even  gone 
a  littli'  further." 

"What  do  you  nuan  !'" 

"Its  pontiffs  arc  not  oi)ligfd  to  believe  in  it  any  more  than 
the  jieople  are." 

1  hattini,'  thus,  like  ^rnod  fellows  who  have  known  their  Dp 
Viris  illiislrihiis  for  years  past,  they  leached  a  mansion  in  the 
Kue  .louhert. 

ftiiiile  wa>  a  journalist  who  had  nri|uired  more  reputation 
hy  dint  of  doirii:  iiothmi:  than  others  had  derived  from  their 
aehii'vemeiit.- .  A  iiold.  caustic,  and  [mwerfiil  eritie.  he  pos- 
ses.sed  all  the  iiualilies  that  his  del\rts  permitted.  An  out- 
spoken jriher.  he  niade  nuniherlc'-  epiLrraiiis  (;n  a  friend  to 
his  face:  liut  would  defend  him.  if  absent,  with  courairo  and 
loyalty,  lie  laiiLrbed  at  everythinir,  even  at  his  own  career. 
Always  im])eeuiiioii-.  he  yet  lived,  like  all  men  of  his  calibre, 
pliMijired  in  unsjieakalile  indolence.  Jfe  would  ilimr  somo 
Word  containing  whole  Milumes  in  the  teeth  of  folk  who  could 
not  pui  a  syllable  of  .-en-e  into  their  books.  lie  lavished 
promises  ihnt  he  never  fuifilled:  hv  maih'  a  pillow  of  his  luck 
and  reputation,  nn  uliieli  be  >lept.  and  ran  the  risk  (d'  wakincr 
/  up  to  old  aire  in  a  workhouse.  A  ^teadt'ast  friend  to  the  pal- 
lows  font,  a  cynical  swatr,i,''ercr  with  a  child's  simplicity,  a 
worker  only  from  necessity  or  caprice. 
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•"III  till-  l:iiiuiia;:i'  nf  M;iiir''  AN  urnl.a^,  we  nn>  luxmi  to 
niaki-  ii  faiiii'ii.~  //■  m^nn  ili  >  Im  r<  In  ."  \\f  rrruMfiM  i|  lu  |{:i[iii,-.<'l 
as  he  |M>iiilr.l  (iii;  tl.i'  tluvvcr— laml-  llial  luailc  .\  [icrfmiicd 
fiiPfst  (if  till'  «laii'ia-i'. 

"I  like  a  \c-iiliul<'  111  III-  Well  v^arrmil  ami  rn-lily  r.ir|i<  li'il," 
|{;i|iiiar|  >aiil.  "laiMiry  iii  tlic  |MTi-l\lr  i-  imt  (111111111111  111 
rraiiriv      I  t'crl  ,i»  il'  lit'f  hail  lnu'uii  am-w  Ii'Ti." 

"Ami  ii|i  aliiiNr  \vc  arr  ^.'huil'  Ii'  linnk  aiiil  tiiakr  tiuTry  mirc 
iiiorc.  iiiv  liiar  l{a|iliacl.  Alil  vi-."  Iir  unit  nn,  •'ami  1  hii|ii' 
\vi'  arc  j'liin^  to  ciinir  ntf  i  uiiijiiiriir-^.  tun,  aiul  walk  uvrr 
t'Vcr\ hiiilv  cUf's  lu'ail." 

As   lie  >|Miki',   III'  jr-tlll'.'Iv    |iiiiriti'i|    In  till'  LMli'st-.       'i'lli'V   WlTl' 

oiitt'riii^'  a  lar:.'!'  nmiii  wliidi  -lium-  with  j/ililiiii:  ami  li;rlits, 
aiiil  ihrrc  all  the  yminufi'  nun  nl'  imti'  in  I'aris  ui'lcuiiiril 
tl'j'ni.  lliTi'  was  nm-  wlm  hail  ju-t  irM-aliil  t'ri>h  poucrs;  his 
rst  piclun'  vii'il  uith  tin-  ulnrus  of  lni|itTial  art.  'I'lirrc. 
iinotlicr.  who  hut  ycstiTilay  hail  laumhril  forth  a  vohitni',  an 
acriil  liook  tillril  with  a  sort  of  literary  arroLMncc.  which 
opciicil  up  new  uays  to  the  nioilcrn  school.  .\  ^iiilptor,  not 
far  aua'  .  with  vi^'oroiis  poucr  \i^ihlc  in  his  roiiLrh  features, 
was  chaitin;:  with  mi.'  of  tlio^e  uncnthii-iastic  scotfcrs  who  can 
oitlior  SCO  cxcelleiiee  an\\\liei'e  or  nowhere,  as  it  lia]ipcns. 
Here,  the  clevcrist  of  our  carii'aturists.  with  inischievous  eyes 
and  hitter  ton.true,  lay  in  wnii  for  cpiirranis  to  translate  into 
pencil  -iroki's:  there,  stoml  the  yoiiti'/  anil  auilacious  writer, 
who  (listilli'il  the  (piintesM'tice  of  political  ii|ea>  hetter  tlian  any 
other  man,  or  cornpre-s(.,|  ttie  work  of  <onie  prolific  writer  as 
h(>  held  hirn  up  to  ridicule;  he  nas  talkinir  with  the  poet 
wliosi^  works  would  have  erlip-ed  all  the  writiriL's  of  the  time 
if  his  ahility  had  heeii  as  strenuous  as  his  hatreds.  I^oth 
were  tryini:  not  to  -ay  the  trnlli  while  iliev  kef;  "lear  nf  lies. 
as  they  cxclian^^cd  tlaiteriiiL:  -peeclie-;.  .\  •'.imoiis  ?r;v..-iciaii 
administered  soothini-''  loti-olaiioti  in  a  rallviti;r  fa-Iiion,  to  a 
ynuuir  politician  who  had  jii-t  fallen,  quite  unlnirt.  from  rds 
rostrum.  Ynunir  writer-  who  lacl:ed  -tvie  <((>f)d  heside  oilier 
youn^'  writers  who  laiked  ideas,  and  authors  of  jwetical  prose 
by  prosaic  j^oets. 
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At  till'  ,-i;jht  (if  Jill  ilusc  ini'oiii|ilct('  bcin^'?,  a  simple  Siiiiit 
Siiniiiii.iii,  iim'iiiinii.~  ciinii;/])  Id  iiciicvc  in  his  iii\i)  ijoctrinc. 
chni-ilalilv  |i.iin  il  t'lciii  of].  (l('siL'iiinir.  no  doulit,  to  ronvcr: 
till  111  iiii"  iii'inkr  of  his  oriltT.  v  .\  fv\v  iiion  of  M-imc  f  minirlril 
in  the  ( i'liviT-atiiin.  like  nitroi^vn  in  the  atiiiosplii.n'.  ami 
sc\( mi  rnii'l.  rilli.^lvs  shed  rays  like  the  sparklini:  ilianmnils 
thai  .l;;\i'  mitlier  li,i.'lit  nor  heat.  7  A  few  jiaradox-tMnnLrcrs, 
lan-liiiii:  iij)  tlieif  sleeves  al  any  fulk  who  cinliraefil  tiieir  !ikr- 
or  ili-liki'-  in  ini'M  nv  all'airs,  had  already  be<:uii  a  iwo-ii!-,'d 
|M(li(y.  i(iii-|iiriiii:  a^'ain^t  all  sy-teiu-.  without  eieiiniiitin.^' 
thi'in-cl\c>  t(i  any  side.  'I'licn  then'  \.'as  the  self-aiipoiiued 
critie  wliii  admire-  tidthini:.  and  will  blow  his  nose  in  tiie 
miudlc  of  a  •■aviituin  at  the  I'Miutfons,  uho  a])plaiids  before  a nv 
one  else  biL:in<.  and  i-nnti'adiets  ('very  one  wlio  says  what  lie 
himself  was  about  tn  say;  he  was  there  givinfr  out  the  savings 
of  wittier  mm  for  his  own.  Of  all  the  a-s  ■iiiblcd  guests,  a 
future  lay  In  foro  -onie  five;  ten  or  so  should  aei|uire  a  fleeting 
ri'iiown  ;  a^  for  the  re>t.  like  all  medioerities.  they  might  apply 
to  thrm-rlves  the  famous  falsehood  of  Louis  XVIII.,  Union 
and  oblivion. 

'l"ho  anxious  jot-ularity  of  a  Tuan  who  is  expending  two  thou- 
sand (  roun-  sat  on  their  host.  Ifis  eyos  turned  impatiently 
towards  the  door  from  time  to  time,  seeking  one  of  his  guests 
wlio  kept  him  waitiiiL'.  Very  soon  a  stout  little  person  ap- 
peared, who  was  greeted  by  a  eom])lii:!entary  murmur;  it  was 
the  notary  who  had  invented  the  newspaper  that  very  morn- 
ing. A  valet-de-ehambre  in  blaek  opened  the  doors  of  a  vast 
dining-room,  whither  i  very  one  went  witliout  ceremony,  and 
took  his  plaee  at  an  <_'nnrnious  t.'t)le. 

Haphai'l  took  a  last  loi  k  round  the  room  before  ho  left  it. 
fli~  wi-li  bad  biM'ii  realized  to  the  full.  The  rooms  were 
adormd  with  -ilk  and  gold.  Counties;-  'va.v  tapers  set  in 
haml-oiiir  candelabra  lit  up  the  slightest  details  of  gilded 
frir/i'-,  ibc  delicate  bronze  sculpture,  at:  1  the  s])lendid  colors 
of  ilic  fiiniiture.  The  s\\(et  >(i'tit  rif  lare  flowers,  set  in 
stand-  )a-t"fnllv  made  of  bamboo,  filled  the  air.  E\ervthinLr, 
even  the  curtains,  was  jicrvaded  by  ele^rance  .vitliout  preten- 
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Sinn,  and  tlicn'  was  a  i-iM'taiii  irnaLrin.il  ivc  charin  alimit  it  all 
wiiich  acted  likt   a  s[iil!  nn  I  In-  mind  nf  a  needy  tnan. 

"An  incoine  ef  a  hundred  ilmnsand  lixre-  a  \ear  is  a  vorv 
nice  i)(\i:innin;:  of  ilie  cateelii-ni.  and  ;i  wunileirn!  a,->i--tane(> 
to  putting'  innridity  intn  (nir  act  inns."  lie  >aid.  >iL^!lin;,^ 
"Truly  my  -nvt  of  virtue  can  scai'rely  <:i>  afnut.  and  vice 
means,  to  my  tliinkin;:.  a  irarret,  a  ilireadliarc  eoal,  a  e;ray 
hat  in  winter  time.  ;ind -um- ov.iiiL:'  to  tlie  |iorter.  ...  I 
ehouhl  like  to  live  in  the  lap  of  luxury  a  year,  or  si--  ;;uitiths. 
nom.itterl  And  then  afterward-,  die.  I  -hould  have  known, 
e.xhausted.  and  eonsiniied  a  ihoii-aiid  li\es,  at  any  rale."" 

"Why,  you  are  takiii;:'  ihe  tone  n[  a  >toekhr()ker  in  ^'ond 
luck,"  said  finiile.  who  oserlfard  liiiii.  "T'loli!  \onr  riches 
would  he  a  hiirden  to  you  as  soon  as  ynu  found  thai  thev  would 
spoil  y.iur  chaiHes  of  coniiiiir  out  ahove  the  re-i  of  lis.  IIa,-n"i 
the  artist  always  kept  the  halance  true  In  tueen  the  jiovertv 
of  riches  and  the  riches  of  poverty?  .\nd  i-n"t  sinii:tile  a 
necessity  to  some  of  u:^?  hook  out  for  your  diLre-tion.  und 
only  look,"  he  added,  with  .a  moek-heroic  p'-tnre.  '"at  the 
niajostio.  thrice  holy,  and  edifyiiii:  apiiearaiice  of  ihi-  amiahh' 
capitalist's  dininj^-room.  That  man  has  in  realitv  oiilv  madi' 
his  money  for  our  henefit.  l^-iTt  he  a  kind  of  -pMnp.  of  the 
polyj)  order,  overlooked  hy  iiiUurali-i-,  which  shoiiM  he  care- 
fully squeezed  heforc  he  is  left  for  his  heirs  to  feed  ii|Hin? 
There  is  style,  i>n't  there,  ahmit  tho>e  has-relief-  thai  ad^irn 
the  walls?  .\nd  the  lustres,  and  the  piictures,  whai  luxiirv 
well  carried  out  I  If  one  may  helieve  those  who  einv  him, 
or  V  ho  know,  or  think  they  know,  the  oriirins  of  hi-  life,  then 
this  man  got  rid  of  a  (lermari  and  <ome  other-  — hi-  he-i 
friend  for  one,  and  the  mother  of  that  friend,  durin;,'  th(> 
Revolution.  Could  vou  house  crimes  under  the  venerahle 
Taillefer's  silverin.L''  locks?  Il<'  looks  trr  me  a  verv  worthv 
man.  t)nly  see  how  the  -dver  sparkles,  and  is  everv  Lrlitter- 
ing-  ray  like  the  stah  of  a  dair.L'er  to  him?  .  .  .  f.et  us 
go  in.  one  ndirht  as  well  i]elieve  in  Malinniej.  If  errninion  i,- 
port  s)ieak  tnuh.  here  are  thirty  ne'ii  of  lah'iil.  and  l-'ooiI  f.-'- 
lows  ton,  pi'ep.-ired  to  dine  otT  the  tle-h  and  hlood  of  a  wholy 
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family;  .  .  .  find  lnTr  arc  wo  mirsclvr'-;.  n  ])air  of  youiif:- 
«tcrs  full  of  oprn-hi'.iiird  rntliui-iM-iii,  ainl  v.c  -ha'I  li.-  par- 
takers in  Ills  LTuilt.  1  have  a  iiuik!  to  a>k  our  capitalist 
whether  lie  is  a  re- pcc!al)l('  character.      .      .     ."" 

"Xo.  not  now,""  criitl  llaphaej.  "hut  wlieu  he  is  dead  drunk, 
we  shall  have  had  our  dinner  then." 

The  two  friends  -at  down  lauirhiiifr.  I'irst  of  all.  hy  a 
<rlance  more  rapid  than  ;.  word,  each  ]iaid  his  triliuie  of  ad- 
miratioji  to  ih.'  splendid  uenci-al  elTeci  of  the  lonu  talile.  Mlutc 
as  a  hank  of  fre-hly-fallcn  >now,  with  its  -yiumcii'ical  lino  of 
covers,  crowned  with  their  pale  i^nldcn  rolls  of  hread.  IJain- 
how  colors  .  learned  m  the  -tarry  ray-  of  lii^lit  n  ilccti'd  l.y  the 
i^lass:  the  iiiihts  of  the  tapers  crossed  and  recr<>ss(>d  each  otluM' 
indotiiiitely ;  tlie  dishe-  covered  with  their  silver  domes 
whcttid  hoth  apjietite  and  curio-ity. 

Few  word-  were  spoken.  .\ei,Lrlihors  e.xchancrcd  ^dances  as 
tile  Maderia  circulated.  Then  the  first  course  appeared  in 
all  its  glory,  it  would  liave  done  honor  to  the  late  Caiuhaceres, 
Brillat-Savarin  wmdd  have  celehrated  it.  The  wines  of 
Bordeaux  and  Hureiindy.  white  and  rcil,  were  royally  lavished. 
'I'his  fir^t  part  of  the  l)an(|uet  iinght  have  heen  compared  in 
every  way  to  a  rendeiing  of  soiae  clas.-ical  tragedy.  The 
second  act  grew  a  trille  noi:-ier.  hlvery  guest  had  had  a  fair 
amount  to  drink,  and  had  tried  vari(uis  cn'is  at  his  pleasure, 
so  that  as  the  remain-  of  the  magniiicent  first  course  were 
removed,  tuniultiioii-  di-(ii--ion,-  hegan  ;  a  ]Kile  hrow  here  and 
there'  hegan  to  tlu.-h.  sumlry  noses  look  a  purjikT  hue.  faces 
lit  up.  and  eyes  sparkled. 

While  intoxication  wa-  oiilv  dawning,  the  eonv(M'sation  did 
not  overstep  the  hound<  of  civility:  hur  hanter  and  Imn  muls 
slijiped  hy  degrees  from  every  toiiLnie :  and  then  -lander  iiegan 
to  rear  its  little  snake".-  head,  ami  -tioke  in  dulcet  tones:  a  few 
shrewd  ones  Ikm'c  and  there  gave  heed  to  it.  liopinLT  to  keep 
their  heads.  8o  the  second  course  found  their  minds  some- 
what heated.  Kvery  one  ate  as  he  spoke,  s]ioke  while  he  ate. 
;;nd  di-ank  withmo  hrcdiiiL:  the  quantity  of  the  liquor,  the 
wine   was   so   hitiii.;.   the   hou<juet   -o   fragrant,   the  example 
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around  so  info'tioiis.  Taillifcr  iiiadi'  a  point  of  stimulating 
lii.<  <,'uosts,  anil  plied  llu'iii  wiili  the  fnnnidahle  wines  of  the 
Hiioiu',  witli  liene  Tdkay.  and  lieady  old  IliHis.-illon. 

Tlie  chain |)au:ne,  ini|iatiently  expected  and  lavi.-hly  poured 
out,  wan;  a  scourire  of  ti.  ry  .-parks  to  ihe.-e  men.  rele,i>ed  like 
post-liorscs  fnun  M)nie  niail-cnaeh  by  a  relay;  they  let  their 
spirits  i:alio])  away  iiuuiiie  wiM.s  cif  ar^niineni  lu  whieh.  no  one 
listened,  heiran  tii  tell  .-lories  which  had  no  auditors,  and  re- 
jieatedlv  a^ked  ipic-tions  to  which  no  answ»T  was  made.  Only 
the  loml  voice  of  wassail  could  In-  heard,  a  voice  maile  uj)  of 
a  hundred  (.-onl'iiseil  daiiior,-.  which  ro-c  and  ^rcw  like  ii 
crvscriulu  of  Rossini's.  Insidious  toasts,  swaii^'cr,  and  chal- 
lenges followed. 

Eacli  renounced  any  pride  in  Ids  own  intellectual  capacity, 
in  order  to  vindicate  that  of  hoirslicads.  casks,  and  vats;  and 
eacli  made  noise  enouirh  for  two.  .\  time  came  when  the 
footmi'n  snnlcd.  wjulc  their  masters  all  talked  at  once.  A 
piiilosopher  would  have  been  interested,  doubtless,  by  the 
singidarity  of  the  thoughts  expressed,  a  politician  would  have 
been  amazed  by  the  incongruity  of  the  methods  discussed  in 
the  melee  of  words  or  doidit.'idly  luminous  parailoxes.  where 
truths,  grotes(iuely  caparison(>d.  met  in  contlict  across  tlie  up- 
roar of  lirawling  judgments,  of  arbitrary  decisions  and  folly, 
much  as  bullets,  shells,  and  grapeshot  are  hurled  across  a 
battlefield. 

It  was  at  once  a  volume  and  a  picture.  Every  pluhxophy, 
reli'dcm.  and  moral  code  difTerinir  so  grcatlv  in  everv  latitude, 
every  government,  every  great  achiev(>nient  of  the  human  in- 
tellect, fell  before  a  scythe  as  long  as  Time's  own:  an<l  you 
might  have  found  it  hard  to  decide  whether  it  was  wielded 
bv  (Jravitv  intoxicated,  or  hv  Inebriation  grown  sober  and 
clear-sighted. Vl^orne  away  by  a  kind  of  temjiest.  their  minds, 
like  the  sea  raging  against  tlie  elitT<.  <cemed  ready  to  shake  the 
laws  wliich  confine  the  ebb  and  flow  of  civilization;  uncon- 
sciously fulfilling  the  will  of  (!od,  who  has  suffered  evil  and 
good  to  abide  in  nature,  and  p-erved  thi'  <i'(Toi  of  their  con- 
tinual strife  to  Himself.^A  frantic  travesty  of  debate  ensued, 
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a  W.iljMirLMs-rcvi'l  nf  inti'llcci,-.  Between  the  dreary  jost?  nf 
tlu-f-e  cliildren  ef  the  li'eMiliuieii  over  the  iniiu^^niratioii  n(  a 
ne\\>|ia])er.  and  ihe  talk  nf  ihe  jnvoiis  trn>si]>-  ai  'Jarirantiia'? 
liirth.  .-ireielied  ihe  Liulr  that  divides  the  iiineteentli  century 
from  the  >i.\teentii.  l/iu^diiiiirly  they  had  bcinm  the  work  of 
(le-trneti<in.  and  nur  journalist*  iau.irhed  amid  the  ruin>. 

"What  is  the  name  ot'  that  youn^'  man  over  there?"  said 
tile  notary,  indieatinu'  HajdiaeL  "i  thought  I  Iieard  some  one 
call  liim  \'alentiii."' 

'  v\  hat  >iiin'  is  (iii>r"  said  f-^mih'.  lauirliini:;  "plain 
A'alentin.  say  yon  y  Itapliael  ,1,'  \aleniin.  if  you  please.  We 
bear  an  ea.Lrle  t,r.  on  a  field  saMe,  with  a  silver  crown,  Iteak,  and 
claws  iriiles,  ami  a  fiiie  motto:  Xon  ii.ciDir  AN'IMfs.  We 
are  IK,  fdiindliiiL''  ehild,  hut  a  de.-rendiint  of  tlie  Emperor 
Valens.  df  the  -Kh  k  of  tlie  Valentinois,  founders  ..  the  cities 
of  \"aleiiee  ill  France,  and  Valeiieia  in  Spain.  ri"htful  heirs 
to  the  I'hiipire  of  the  j-'.ast.  If  we  suffer  Mahnioud  on  the 
throne  (d"  l^vzaiitium.  it  !<  out  of  pure  condescension,  and  for 
lack  of  funds  and  soldiers." 

With  a  foric  flourished  ahuve  Raphacd's  head,  ftmiiO  out- 
lin(  d  a  crown  upnn  it.  The  notary  helhoutrht  himsidf  a 
moment,  hut  soon  fell  to  driukin.^'  a,L''ain.  ■with  a  jresture 
peculiar  to  hiiii-elf ;  it  was  (piite  impossible,  it  seenK'd  to  say. 
to  secure  in  his  clietiiele  the  cities  i,f  ^'alence  and  T|vzantiuni, 
tlie  1-jnperor  ^'ali  n-.  Mahmoud.  and  the  house  of  Valentinois. 

"Should  not  th(^  destruction  of  those  antdiills,  Rahylon. 
Tvre,  CarthaLre.  and  Venice,  each  crushed  beneath  the  foot  of 
apassinjT  jriant. serve  n-  a  warnin.:.''  to  man.  voufhsafed  by  =omo 
niockinu''  ]iower?"  -^aid  C'aude  Viirnon.  who  must  play  the 
Bossiiet.  as  a  sort  of  purchased  slave,  at  the  rate  of  fivepenco 
a  lino. 

"Perhaps  AI'i-cs.  Svlla.  T.otijs  XL.  'Rirlielien.  'Robespierre, 
and  N'apolenn  \\-<'vo  hut  the  same  man  who  crosses  ntir  civili;^a- 
ti(  's  now  and  aLT^in.  like  a  comet  across  the  sky.""  s.aid  a  <lis- 
ciple  -"f  Ballanclie. 

"Win  frv  to  falhom  the  de-iirns  of  Providence':'"  said 
Canalis,  maker  of  ijalladri. 
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"Coinc,  now."  s;ii(!  \\\v  iiuiii  wlin  ^ct  up  fur  a  crilic,  "tlicrt' 
is  noiiniiLT  iiKU'c  r!a>tic  in  \hr  uorlil  tlian  \<n\v  i'rt)vi- 
demc." 

"Wi'll.  sir.  Lniiis  XI\'.  -acriticnl  mori'  lives  mvit  iliiTLMii;.' 
tlic  riiiiiiilatinii-  (if  il,r  Mainli'imn's  aijin'ilucts,  iliaii  the  Coii- 
V'.niiuii  cxiniiiird  ill  (ii-iicr  In  assfss  till'  laxi'-  jii-lU.  In  make 
one  !,  \-  I'mp  r\rr',  !iim|\  .  ami  niir  iiaimii  ol'  l-'ranci'.  ami  to 
I'staMisli  the  i-ii!c  111'  c.iual  inln'rirancf."  said  Ma-sol.  whom 
the  lack  of  a  svllalilo  JKl'iprc  lii>  natnc  had  made  a  I'opulili- 
oan. 

■'An-  v<iii  L^'oiiiLi'  111  lia\c  our  hcaiU  oti  our  -hoiildor-  r'"  a-kcil 
MoriMU  (ol'  ihc  ():-r),  a  .~uh>lanlial  fanner.  "¥1111,  sir,  who 
took  hlood  for  wine  just  now  r" 

"Where  i>  the  u>e?  AreiTt  the  primiples  of  >oeial  order 
worth  some  saeriilees.  sir':" 

'"Hi  I  l)i\iou  !  \Vhat"s-liis-nam('.  the  licpuhliean.  con- 
siders a  landowner's  head  a  sai  riliee!"  said  a  yoiin^  man  to 
his  neighhor. 

"Men  and  events  connt  for  nothiiiL."  said  the  l\e]i!!hliean. 
following''  out  his  theory  in  spite  «{  hiecouLiiis:  "in  jioiitics.  as 
in  philoHiphy.  there  are  only  principle-  and  ideas." 

"What  an  ahominalioni  Then  you  woulil  ruthle-sly  put 
your  friends  to  death  for  a  -liiliholeih  ?" 

"Kh,  sir!  tile  man  who  feels  compunction  i~  ymir  tlioroiiudi 
scoundrel,  fur  he  ha>  some  notion  of  virtue:  while  I'eler  thd 
Groat  and  the  i)ii'  e  of  Alva  were  embodied  system^,  ami  the 
pirate  Moiihard  an  oriranization." 

"But  can't  society  rid  it<eif  of  your  system?  and  orpiniza- 
tions?"  .-aid  Canali-. 

"Oh.  ^rranled  I"  cried  the  !!■  pnhlican. 

"Tliat  stupi<l  le'iiuhlic  of  your-  makc^  me  feel  ipiea-v.  Wo 
?ha'n"t  1)C'  ahle  to  car\c  a  cnpnii  in  juace,  liecause  we  >hall  find 
tho  acrrarian  law  in-ide  it." 

".\h.  mv  little  BrulH-.  stiifTi  d  wiili  1  runic-,  vour  [iriiiciple^, 
are  all  riirlil  enouL'h.  Hut  \o!i  arc  liki  mv  \a!ei,  tlic  roLnie  i.s 
-;n  friLrlit  fully  po-:,esscd  witli  a  mania  for  pro[)crty  that  if  T 
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left  liini  to  clean  my  clothes  alter  his  fashion,  he  woulil  souu 
clean  ine  out." 

"Crass  idiots!"  replief]  the  Repuiiliran,  '"von  are  for  setting 
a  nation  straijrht  with  toothpieks.  To  your  way  ot'  thinking, 
justice  is  more  dangerous  than  tliioves." 

'•Oh.  deiirl"  cri(d  the  attorney  Desrochcs. 

'•Aren't  thev  a  hore  with  tiieir  ]ioiiiicsI"  said  llie  notary 
Cardot.  '"Shut  uji.  That's  enough  of  it.  There  is  no 
knowlcdL'e  nor  virtue  worth  ^heddi^g  a  drop  of  hlodd  fnr.  If 
Truth  were  brought  into  li(iuidation.  we  might  find  lier  in- 
solvent." 

'•It  would  he  much  less  troulde.  no  doubt,  to  annise  our- 
polves  with  evil,  rather  than  di.~j>ute  about  gond.  Moreover, 
1  would  give  all  tiie  >|»eeches  iiade  for  f^rty  years  pa,-t  at  the 
Tribune  for  a  trout,  for  one  of  Terraull's  tales  or  Charlet's 
sketches." 

"l,)uite  right  I  .  .  .  Hand  mo  the  asparagus.  Because, 
after  all.  lilierty  begets  anarchy,  anarchy  leads  to  despotism, 
and  despotism  back  again  to  liberty.  Millions  have  died  with- 
out securing  a  triumph  for  any  one  systt  m.  Is  not  that  the 
viciou-  circle  in  which  the  whole  moral  world  revolves?  ^lan 
believes  that  he  has  reaehe<l  perfection,  wh(>n  in  fact  he  has  but 
rearranged  matters.'' 

"Oh  !  oh  I"  erieil  Tursy.  the  vnudrrillifitr :  "in  that  case,  gen- 
tlemen, here's  to  Charles  X..  the  father  of  liberty."' 

'•Why  not  y  a.-ked  Kmile.  '•When  law  becomes  despotic, 
morals  are  relaxed,  and  rice  nrsa." 

'•L(>t  us  drink  to  the  indiecility  of  nuthority.  which  gives 
us  such  an  authority  over  imbeciles'."  said  the  banker. 

"Napolenn  left  ii>  glory,  at  any  rate,  my  good  friend  I"  ox- 
claimed  a  naval  otlicer  who  had  never  left  Brest. 

"Clory  is  a  poor  tiargain:  you  buv  it  dear,  and  it  will  not 
keep.  Hoes  not  the  egotism  of  the  great  take  the  form  of 
glory,  just  as  for  nobodies  it  is  their  own  well-being?" 

"^'ou  are  very  fortunate,  sir " 

"The  first  inventoi  if  dit<'hes  mu-^t  have  been  a  weakling, 
for  sociotv  is  only  useful  to  the  puny.     The  savage  and  tlie 
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philosopher,  at  either  extruMR.  of  th.-  moral  ...11.",  h.^l.l  pr..p- 

ertv  in  ciual  horror." 

"All  very  l!n.'  l"  siii.l  Car.l.it  :  '•luii  11  th.rc  -.v.'n-  im  prup.Tiy, 

there  woul.l  lu'  n.>  .l.i.uni.nts  to  draw  up. 
"These  f,Teeii  l>ea>  an-  e\.fs--iv.  ly  deli.  i. his  I 
"And  the  cnrr  was  found  d.ad  m  iiis  bed  in  th.^  iiDrn- 

*"^-\Vho  is  talkinj,'  ab.iut  d.^atli?      Tray  'l""'t   fill.'.   I    have 

an  uncle." 

"Could  you  hear  his  loss  with  resignation? 

"No  qu.'stion." 

"Genttenun.  listen  to  me!  How  to  Kil-f.  av  vschK. 
Silence!  (Cries  of  "llu^h!  hush!")  In  the  lir>t  pla.v,  tai<e 
an  unci.',  lar;,^'  an.l  stout,  seventy  v.^ar.  oM  at  l.aM,  tli.'N  are 
the  best  uncles.  (Sensation.)  (ol  him  to  .at  a  pate  d>'  /of 
yras,  anv  pretext  will  do." 

"Ah   but  my  uncle  is  a  thin,  tall  man.  and  very  nijrpirdly 

and  abstemious  " 

"That  sort   of   uncle   is   a   monster;   he   misappr.)priate3 

existence." 

"Then,"  the  speaker  on  uncles  went  on.  '"tell  iiiin,  while 
he  is  dijresting  it,  that  his  banker  has  failed." 

"How-  if  he  hears  up?" 

"Let  loose  a  pret  y  pirl  on  him." 

"And  if ?"  aske.l  the  .)lhcr,  with  a  shako  of  the  head. 

"Then  he  wouldn't  be  an  uncle— an  uncle  is  a  j,'ay  d.'g  by 

nature." 

"Malibran  has  lost  two  notes  in  her  voice." 

"N.>,  sir,  she  has  not." 

"Yes,  sir,  she  has." 

"Oh,  ho!  No  and  yes,  is  not  that  the  sum-up  of  all 
religious.  ])olitical.  or  literary  di.^.Ttalions?  Man  is  a  clown 
dancing  on  the  .'dge  of  an  atiyss.' 

"You  would  mak.'  out  that  I  am  f  fool." 

"On  the  ((iiitrarv.  you  cannot  make  me  out." 

"K.hication.  th' re's  d  piviiv  ni.M-,'  of  ininfool  .'v.  ^f. 
U.'ineiTettermach  estimates  the  number  of  printed  volumes 
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at   iiKirc  than  a   tlitii;-aiii|   iiiiilidii^ ;  and  a   man  cannot   read 
inniT  ihiin  a  liiiinl  r.'d  and  iil'lv  lliiH].ai:d  in  hi-  lilVi  iim..      >',>. 
jii-t    till   iiir  uhal    that    wi>rd   ri/in'i/inn    iiH'aiN.      I'"or  -nine   it 
cnn-i-i-   III    kiii.uitiir  the   iiaiiK-  nf  Alixaiidci'"-   ]\,<y~i\  <,(  the 
i]i<'j  I'.t'n'i  illo,  (if  the  Sciiiniiir  crAccdrd-.  and  in  iLrnnraiicr  nf 
thi'   man   to  whom   \\f  hut   the  di~<n\iTv  ,,(  ral'iin--  jnd   the 
maiiiifaniirr  of  |Miivrh-nn.      l-'nr  mhiT-  jt    i-  ih,.   kiiou  Icdirc 
liou    In  hum  a   will   and   li\c  ri-|i(Mii'd.  h.'  lonkid   iin  lu  and 
Ii>|iii!ar,  iii-!iad  nf  .-tcaliiii:  a  wah'h  uiih  ha !  i' a-d.,/rn  a^'i^ra- 
valiiiu'    ciniim-tani-i-.    at'iiT    a    prcviniN    cdiu  idinn.    and    mj 
])cri.-!iinL'.  Iiah  d  and  cli-hnn., n-d,  m  ihc  I'hicc  dc  (iivvt-."' 
"Will  N'ai  lian"-  work  live  ':" 
*'\lv  has  \ryv  ch^Ncr  (■(illaitni-ntor-;,  sir."' 
'M>rCanali>:-" 

'•ill'  i-  a  Lirr.i!  mnn:  let  us  sav  no  nmrc  ahont  him." 
"Von  arc  all  drunk!" 

"'i'hc  cnn-,,|ii,.nc..  iif  ;i  Ciinstitntion  is  t!ic  jnimcdiato 
stultidcaiii  n  <A'  intcUc,-;-;.  .\rt.  science,  piddic  works,  ./vcry- 
thiiiL',  is  cnn--niiii(]  hy  a  lioiaihly  c^'mstic  fcclin>.'.  the  Irprosv 
of  the  time.  'I'hrce  Inindnd  <d"  ynur  houriivoiMc,  set  ilnwn 
on  lienchcs.  will  only  think  <d"  phuiiiiL:  [loplav-.  'I'vrannv 
(loesLn-cat  thin--  lawio-Iv.  while  I.il,crty  will  --..ncly  trouhle 
herself  lo  (Id  pi'iiy  oiir-  lawfiillv." 

"■^our  rc(ipiv>(;i!  iiHtniction  will  turn  onf  cfniTiters  in 
liunian  ll.-h,'"  hrokc  in  an  Ahsolutist.  ".\||  indi\  idimlji  v  will 
<li>a[ipcar  in  a  p,..)p|,.  I,niii-|ii  t,,  ,-,  ,|cad  level  !,v  edn.  ati/.n." 

"'■"I"  ill!  'li'"-  i~  ii"l  llic  aim  ef  -ocieiy  to  secure  happiness 
to  e;ie|)  meiiiher  of  ii  'r"  ;i-ked  the  S.ij nt -Si moll iaii. 

"'I',\">1    ti;"l    .111    illenii f    fifty    tlloli-aud    livres.    VoU    Wollhl 

not  think  iinieh  alnait  llu'  peopje.  !f  you  .-ire  -mitten  with 
n  tender  pa<-ion  fur  the  r:ce.  -,>  to  AIada./a-e;ir :  there  von 
will  find  a  nice  little  n.ition  (ill  read\  to  >'aint-.Sin:oiiiz(>, 
classify.  ,,iid  eerk  up  in  your  phi;il-.  hiir  here  ewrv  one  iits 
int.t  hi-  nielie  like  a  pe^r  in  a  lioje,  A  p-Tter  i-  .a  porter,  and 
a  l.lnekhcad  is  ,i  fu.,1.  without  a  college  of  fathers  to  promote 
them  tn  tho-,'  po-iii,,iis." 
"Vou  are  a  Carlisi." 
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"Ann  uliv  not  '  Dr-pntiMH  pi.,!-.-  in<.:  it  inij.lii-  :i  .■.■ri.iMi 
oonf.npt  lur  tli-  iHunnn  ra.r.  !  hn.'  i...  aniin..-ilv  a-M.n-i 
kin.'-,  thrv  aiv  ^<.  ;.inu-nvj-.  I-  il  I'.M'hin-  m  -it  ml'imn,-.! 
in  a   rnutii.  at  a  .li.-ianr..  uf  thirty    inilli.m   l.'aLMu-  fn.ia  tin- 

sun?"  ^    .    , 1 

••I-n  lis  (incc  TiMUV  tak..  a  I. road  vi.'W  of  .-n  !li/.ati..n.  sinl 
th,.  man  -f  Irarnin-  uIl'.  l-r  ih.'  L.  n.  til  •>(  \\u-  inaitmiis^. 
Pciih-tor.  liai!  n|.,n.'a  a  ili-ru.-i..n  <.ii  nriinilnr  -..,-irty  and 
aut(ifhtli.umu^  nici-.  "'rii..  viu-r  -f  a  i.ati.m  in  ii~  un-in 
wa>  in  a  uay  |.li\>ir;il.  unitaiv.  an. I  <v\ul-.  liim  a-  a-uMViia- 
timis  iiuivascii,  -nv.Tnni.'nl  a.l\a:ic.''l  Ia   a  (l.'f..iii[.n-il  i..n  oi 


till'  primitive  riilf,  m.n 
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iim|)lc.  m  ivmntca-v-  naliniial  >tivn-t!i  lay  m  tiir...rary.  tli.' 
j.rirst  hcM  linth  s\v..nl  and  ('.'n-.T  :  a  Imlr  lat-T  ilinv  wn-..  tua 
prir-^ts.  till'  pontiir  aii.l  tlu-  kini:.  Tn-dav  <air  H.rictv.  the 
latc-^t  wunl  (d"  .•ivilizati..n.  ha>  di-trii.tilrd  pouvr  ar.'nr.lin-  t.. 
the  niiminT  nf  curnliinatinns.  and  «<■  roiuf  to  the  U>rrf<  i-.\\\<'<\ 
busiiir-.-;,  thou-hl.  inuiiry,  an.l  .-I.KiiH.ni-...  Aiitlinrily  tint.- 
divided  is  steadily  approaehin.L:  a  -.Hial  di~M)!utiun.  with  inter- 
est as  its  one  opposini,'  barrier.  We  .l,p.  iid  no  l(,n,L^'r  on  either 
reli.'ion  ..r  iihy>ieal  foree.  hut  upon  intellect.  Can  a  hook 
rephiee  the  ^\u\vi]-r  Can  .li.-eii.-sion.  he  a  suhstitute  f..r  action? 
Thai  i^-  the  (piestion."" 

'■Intellect  has  made  an  end  <if  everything."  cried  the 
Carlir-t.  "Come,  now!  .\h>olule  freeijoin  has  hnaiL'tit  ahout 
national  suicides;  llieir  Iriumph  left  llieiu  as  liMle.s  a-  au 
Knj:lish  millionaire." 

"Won't  von  tell  us  s(miethin'_'  ww'f  Von  have  m.ide  fun 
of  authority  "f  all  -orts  tu-dav.  which  i-  <'very  hit  a-  vul-.^ar 
as  d(>nvin<;-  the  exiMcUce  of  (i.id.  ^o  y..u  have  ih.  hejief  hd't, 
and  tlieeenturv  is  rk<.  an  old  Sultan  worn  out  hy  d.hauchery! 
Your  I'.yroi,,  in  sh.iii.  sin.L'-  of  crime  and  it.-  I'moiions  lu  a 
final  .ir-pair  of  peetrv. 

"l)ntri  vnu  know."  r.plied  llianclinn.  fpiite  druiik  hy  this 
time,  "ihat  a  do<e  ef  p!.(.-p!!"ru<  more  or  le-<  n.ake-  the  man 
of  trcnius  ..r  the  scoundrel,  a  clever  man  or  an  idiot,  a  virLuou-< 
person  or  a  criminal  ?" 
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"Can  .iriy  one  tn:it  df  \irtiir  thus?"  crit'il  ('\ir-y.     "\'irtiic, 

tin-     SlllijiM  I     III'     cSilV     ilrilltlil     ;lt      the     llir:ltrr.     tlic     di'nun- 

mint    (if    every    play,    the    t'tiuinlatioii    of    every    court    of 
law."     . 

"He  fjuiof.  you  ass.  You  are  an  At  liillcs  for  virtue,  without 
his  heel,"  saitl  Kixiou. 

"Some  drink  I" 

"Wliat  will  ynu  licl  that  I  will  drink  a  hotth'  of  ehanipa^'ne 
like  a  lla>li.  at  one  juill ':" 

"What  a  tlashof  wit!" 

"I>nink  a>  lords, ""  muttered  a  younj:  man  ^^ravely,  tryintr  tn 
give  some  wine  to  his  wai.-teoat. 

"Yes,  sir;  real  government  is  the  art  of  rulin>,'  l)y  public 
opinion." 

"Opinion?  That  i-  the  most  vicious  jade  of  all.  Aecord- 
in<:  to  you  moralists  and  politicians,  the  laws  you  set  up  are 
always  to  go  hifcire  those  of  nature,  and  njiiiiinn  before  <'on- 
pcience.  Vou  are  right  and  wrung  hoih.  Su|.po>e  society 
bestows  down  pillow-  on  us,  that  beiietit  is  made  up  for  hv 
tlie  gout;  and  justice  is  likewise  tciuperi'd  by  red-ta]ie,  and 
colds  accompany  casiiniere  shawls." 

"Wretch!"  Hmilc  broke  in  up.ui  the  rni-anthrope,  "how  can 
you  slander  civiliznimn  liere  at  table,  up  to  the  eves  in  wines 
and  e.\(|uisite  dishes?  Kat  away  at  tliat  roebuck  with  the 
gilded  Imrnr-  iinil  firt.  and  do  not  carp  at  vour  mother. 

"Is  it  any  faidt  of  niine  if  ( 'atholicisin  ]iuts  a  million  tleities 
in  a  sack  of  tiour.  that  Kc|iulilics  will  end  in  a  .Xapolenn,  that 
monarchy  dwell>  between  the  assas-inatiun  of  Henry  l\'.  and 
the  trial  of  Louis  X\'l..  and  Liberalism  produces  La- 
fayeltes?" 

"l»idn"t  vou  embrace  him  in  .hilv?'' 

"^■o." 

"Then  hold  your  tongue,  you  scepti(>." 

"Sceptics  are  the  mo-t  conscientious  of  men." 

"They  have  no  ciinscicuce," 

"What  iire  yoti  sayim:?     TIk  v  have  two  apiece  at  least !" 

"So  you  want  to  discount  lu'aven.  a  ihorou"-hlv  commprci.nl 
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notion.  Anri.nt  rrli^'ious  w.Tr  l.iii  ilic  uiich.ck-.l  .Irwlop- 
ni.nl  of  phvM.iil  i-ltas'irc,  l.ut  u.'  lia\.'  (lfv.lo|,,(l  a  m)u1  unA 
f\|>f(lalioii»  ;  -oiiu'  aihano'  lia>  lio^n  made 

"W  hat  I'an  vou  .xiHrt.  my  frirml-.  of  a  .mliirv  tlllr.l  with 
politics  to  tvi.htionr"  a-k.'l  Nathan.  "Wliat  l»tVll  Tin-  //ix- 
t(,ri/  of  Ihv  Ki»<i  nl  llnhnnut  mnl  Iti.i  S  ic"  Cn.sll^  s,  a  most  cn- 
traiirin^  {oiuciiiion  ?     .  . 

-1  >ay."  tlu'  wo\iM-l)<'  cnli''  <ri.-.l  down  tlir  whole  IniL'th 
of  thf  lalih'.  -'I'll.'  plira-ts  ini;:lit  haw  hrcii  iliawn  at  hap- 
ha/anl  from  a  hat,  "lua.-  a  work  wriltou  "liowu  to  CliarLii- 
ton.'  " 

'"Vou  are  a  fool  !" 

"And  vow  an  a  rogue!" 

'•Oh!  oh!" 

'•Ah!  ah!" 

'■'rhf\   ari'  p)intr  to  figlit." 

"No.  tiifv  anirt." 

'•^'ou  will  tind  mo  to-morrow,  «ir." 

'•'rhi.<  vcrv  mom. III.""   Nathan  answiTiJ. 

"Come,  coiiu',  you  pair  of  lirc-cati-rs  I" 

"You  arc  aiiothfr!"  -aiil  liio  primo  mover  in  the  (piarrel. 

"They  can  hai'dlx  .-land  on  their  le--.-."" 

"Ah,  I  can't  stand  iipriudit.  ))erhap-'r"' a-ked  the  |>u,irnacioiis 
Nathan,  i^traightciiing  hiiusclf  up  like  a  -tag-lurtk-  ahout  to 

fly. 

He  stari'd  stupidly  round  tlic  tahlc,  then,  completely  ex- 
hausted l)y  the  ell'ort.  sank  hack  into  his  chair,  and  mutt'ly 
IniniT  liis  heail. 

"Would  it  not  have  heeii  nice."  the  critic  said  to  his  neigh- 
ijor.  "to  tight  aiioul  a  hook  I  have  neither  read  ni>r  seen?" 

"fimile.  look  (Mil  for  your  coal;  your  neighiior  is  growing 
pale,"  .sjiid  Bi.xiou. 

"Kant  y  "*l'et  another  hall  tlunL--  out  for  fools  to  sjiort  with, 
sir!  Materi.'ilism  and  -piriluali-m  are  a  line  jiair  <d'  liattle- 
dores  with  which  charlaian>  in  long  gown-  keej)  a  shuttlecock 
a-going.  Suppose  that  (iod  i-  evervwhere.  as  .Spinoza  says, 
or  that  all  thinL^■,  nrocccd  from  Ciod,  a.-  savs  St.  Paul     .     .     . 
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,!h.  HMHMnM l-.t!:-l -mn-nrn,„„.,l.ut  Mft  thrmnv.- 

;,.„,„     ,1„.    -;,::.^        1 '■  ■<  -    tl,.'    t -v  1    ..„„.■     ll-MM    t  h,  ■    .•.^.    <>,■    ,1... 
.,r,r   f,-,,i      tl'c  !'■'     1''  .1  n-I    li.lll'l   llir  -ullli-  illlrk      .      .      . 

mill  iIm-IV.  VMM  Imv.'mII   -i-ii.v.- 

••Siini.l-tMn!"  .VM'l  111'-  iii.-ii.  nl'  Mi.ni..  -y.ur  |.rnl,|rm  is 

••Wli.it   lartV 

..|.,,,f,,. .,„..•    ,.!,;iir-    wnv    nut    ni.Mlc    t"V    |.!nln-..pli\ .    hut 

pl„!n-„,,|.N     r..r    tin-    pt-f. -■    ylir,t>.         I'i.t    -m   a    pair   of 

>.|„.rla(  1.  -  .mil    nail   iIh'  liu.luft."" 

"•'I'lii.v.  -'■■ 

"Niii'  "iniiii'ip-  '. 

"KnaM  -  1" 

•MlnlU:" 

••\VI„:,v  l.ut  in  I'ari-  will  \"n  liinl  -lu  li  a  rvailv  aii<l  rapid 
vxrhan-v  ..f  tlinii-hl  :"  <  I'lr.l    i;i\i.iii   111  a  ilivp.  lia.-  \nuv. 

•■UiNpni:      All  a  i-!a~-iral   fa  ivr  fi  n'  n- '      ( 'nim'.  iinw.'^'^ 

••WmiiM  villi  likr  nil-  III  ilipiii  til''  iiiiii'i'''iuli  criiiury?" 

"Silrlirr." 

"I'ay  atlriiii'iii." 

"Clap  a  iiiiitlli    nil  vniii'  tni'Mp.M-."' 

"Sliiil  up.  \iai  Turk  !  " 

'•(ii\r  hiiii  -"Mir  Willi',  anil  li'l   lliat  fillnw  kiT].  ipiift." 

'■\'iiw.  tlii'ii.  l'.:\Miu  I  ' 

'CI,,.  „rti-l    1. mil. 11.. I   hi-   I'kirk   cnat   t.i  ihr  mllar.   [.ut   mi 

ycllnw     Llii.V,-.    .-11111     III  -nil     M    liuri.  -liU.      thi'    h'TUr    ,/,'s    JhlLC 

'MoiuIvs  1,v  aiiinu  a  -mumimii-  «\'\  i.i.l.v :  Imi  lln-  upn-ar 
,l,-,,„niil  hi-  M'iii'.  nii'l  ""  '""■  '"•"■''  ■'  '^'"''^  "'  "'"■  "■•""'''■ 
Still,  if  hi'  ili'l  iii'l  iM!'-li  'li''  M'"'''  "''  ''"'  '■'■'i''"'.^-  '"■  '"''!"'''- 
M.iilnl  till'  /.'"■'"  at  any  iMir.  I'nr  !ii>  "wn  inii'in imi-  wnv  iidI 
vcrv  rli  .ir  III  hiiiL 

i),..~rrl  u.i-  -irvil  .-1-  if  hv  iii.-i-ic.  A  liu-r  .piTLMii'  of 
._ri|il,.l  hi-nii/.i'  frnin  '  I' ln  nii  i  P  ■"-  -  It  i  1 1  i  ■  I  , ,  vi -f-l !  a  I  k  AM  '  1  ilii'  laliK'. 
Tall  -laiuriii-.  whiili  ,a  .■.•kl.r.iliii  arti-t  !ia.1  i-inluril  with 
j,j,,i!  Iir.iuiv  aniTiliii--  I'l  iiiiiMii^ii'iial  l-jirnpiaii  imtinn-.  .r.s- 
f:,l,i,.,|  an.i  larrinl/pyr.iniii!-  -f  - 1  r  lu  kiTrir-:.  pirn-,  fn-^h 
11  .._.  .1 i;,>i,..,l    I. li,.-     iif:iniri.<   lirmiiih'i. 

ll.iU.-.     J'ii'Ii    ;;     ^;;;j:'.'".     i:^.;:        -::::■■■•     J 
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frn-  S.tnha;  l.v  -l.'iun.r.  p..!!,.  ■ir.ip.i'.'-.  Cliiiv-f  fr-iit  ;  iti 
<l„.r,,  :iil  111"  ;ir|.ri-r,  uF  l.iM-r.  t!:ir;M  !,-  ..f  r,.i,f,Tl  imiyry. 
th,.    inn-t    •    liiiiiiiiLT    .l.iitili.-.    ini'l    ilioii-.-t    .l.'li.-icl.-.     'I'Ih- 

,,,],, rill-  m!  tlli^  .iMcliniMl  V.Ml-l.  ..f  ;irl  vwl-  ,nil.M,r.,l  l,v  th- 
,«|.|r|,(lu!-   nf    pur.  .  ':nn.    I.V    -].:;ikiniu-  umHlK^   nf    ■'ol.l.    l.v    llic 

..hit.-iii-  i.f  111.'  ^^l-'■■       I'nu-iir-  l..ti.!--M!..'-.  c.,|.i  .1  on  S.'.vn^:J 

\wirr.    wn-f  .TMUiii'!    v.uu    l  r. in!    l-;n-'-   "f    niu-,-.    -r.rn. 

tr;in-lur.  III.  ;ini!  fr;r_'i!i'  .1-  mi  ;iii  wi'nl-,    </ 

Tl'.'  iv\,  luir  uf  .1  (ii  iir.Mi  i.riiir.-  v,.'iiltl  I!m!  |i:iv  i]. •  t'riiycd 
t}i,-  (n-t  (if  tlii-  ;iriML';int  .liM'la-  .  Silv.r  .•hmI  inui  li.r  nf-prari. 
{ri.l.l  and  m-'al.  w.  H'  lavi-l'-l  at'n -li  m  n<\\  I'-nu-;  luit 
scarcrlv  a  vaL^  <■  id.'a  nf  i!ii-  aiiih.-l  (tih  iilal  fainlami  p<'i;  - 
tratrd  cvf^  iiu  .  tiraw  uiih  win.-.  >.r  .  ;u--,  il  i]\<'  tl.^linuiii  of 
iiitnxi.-atiiiii.  ','lif  tli-f  all. I  fra-raiLv  ..f  ili.'  win.-  artr.l  Iik.' 
Iinl,.nl  pliilt.  r-  an.'  niajnal  fii'i'.  -,  |.rM.i:i.in'/ a  kind  ..f  niiniL'.' 
ill  th.'  I. rain.  ..in.lhij  f.-.'l.  ■mi. I  uri-hiiij-  d..wn  hain!-.  'Ph.- 
jivrami.l-  .>''  frui;  w.r.'  raii-ackcl,  vi.i.-.-  ur.w  ihi.k.T.  lh.' 
clanii.r  in.-r.'a-.ii.  V\.ir.!-  n.;.'  n..  l..n,i:.'r  .li-tind.  <:la»-cs 
11.  w  in  pii'.-.-.  ^.'n-.'l.--  p.'il-  't'  l.-ii"lil.T  l.n.k.'  ..iil.  f';r-y 
snai.-litd  up  a  li..rn  an.!  -ini-i;  up  a  l!..uri-li  ..n  it.  It  ad  ■.! 
like  a  >iL'iial  -is.^n  l.y  ili.'  .L'vi!.  V.'l!-.  !  i>-f-.  ^..11--^.  <Ti.-;. 
an.l   -n.aii-  w.'ii!    iij.   fr..iii   il'..'  mad  1.  ii.'.i  mvw.      V..u   nnu'tit 

!;;;vi.  -IHiIimI   In  '.Mil.  1 1  111  1 1 -ll.  M  f!  cl   hv    Hatlirc.  ilTnW  tPa.u'i.'al 

a-  Civhillon"-  drama-,  an.l  p.iiMVf  a-  a  >ail.ir  in  a  .•■.a.ii. 
Ilar.l-li.ad.-.l  iii.n  Mai  '  d  .  .'•.  i-  t,,  !!..■  iiinni- it  i\.'.  \>.  h..  v.i^iv 
lull::  pa-t  li.-.ilimj  tlii'iii.  Satnrnin.'  fa.-.~  u.iv  ur.Mili'.l  in 
-null--  u.irlliv  i>\'  a  pir.ni.ltini:  .Ian..  i\  Cla".!.'  \'iu:ii..n  -huf- 
tl.il  al...iit  likf  a  l..ar  in  a  ca.'f.  liilimaic  fri.-n.l-  h.-an  t<> 
iitrht. 

.\niinal   lik.'n.--t's,  -..  niri.ni-ly   Irac.l  l.y   p!iy-i..!<..L'i-t>  in 

human    fac--.  cam.'  ..nt    in   i;.-liin'-   an.l   !..lia\  i.ir.      A    I k 

lay  iip.n  f.ir  a  r.ichal  ;f  li.'  lia.l  r.pair.d  iliiili.r  fa-liii-  an.l 
cnlliTii'd.  Til.'  ma-t.T  .rf  ill.-  !i.ai-i  .  km. wilier  In-  .•"mliti'.n. 
did  ti.>t  ilari'  to  -tir.  'niM  .•ii.'.iuraL'f.l  lii-  trn.'-i-"  .xl  rav.iLMTicrs 
wiih  a  li'M'd  ;rrimacin'j-  -mil.',  tn.'ani  L.  !■.  Im-piiaM.'  an.l  ap- 
jimpriaii'.      Hi.-  larir.'   fa.i'.   lurnin^j-   fi.'in   him-  and  red  l<j  a 
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purple  p1i;i(!c  tcri'ilili'  In  ~rc.  partnnk  of  the  ;^'fni'ra!  (■(iiniiinjioa 
bv  riiovciiiciit-  likr  I  111'  li.-avinL:  iiml  pitcliin^'  oi  :(  bri;::. 

"Nnu'.  iliil  Villi  iiiiirilcr  llniii?"  fjiiilc  ,\>kvi\  him. 

"Ciijiiial  |iiini>lini('iit  is  .lioiiig'  to  Ir'  aliolislifil,  they  .-ay,  in 
favor  of  the  K'rvolutif.ii  of  .hily,"  ans\vero('  'raillefer,  raising 
hi>  cvilirows  with  drunki'ii  sairacity. 

'"Don't  tlnv  rise  up  lielore  you  in  drLanis  ;u  times?" 
Kapliat'l  pcrsi>Icd. 

'''riierc's  a  statute  of  limitations,"  said  the  nuinlorer- 
Cro'sus. 

"And  on  his  tom'ostone,"  fimile  hoLran.  witli  a  sardonic 
laimh.  "lin'  >ioiHnia:-oii  will  earvc  'l'a--i'r-h\ .  aecoi'd  a  tear, 
in  nioniory  of  oiir  that">  hrivl"  Oh,""  \\v  conliuucd.  "I  would 
ehcorfuliy  jiay  a  luindrcd  sous  to  any  mathi'inalu-ian  who 
would  prove  the  e.Mslenee  of  hell  to  nie  by  an  algebraical 
equation." 

Hf  Hung  up  a  coin  and  crii'd : 

'"Ibads  for  tho  existence  id'  (Jod  I'"' 

"l)on"t  look  I"  K'apluul  oiicd.  pouncing  upon  it.  "Who 
knows?     ."*«us]icnse  is  so  pleasant." 

"Unluckily."'  finiilesaid,  with  tiurles(|ue  melancholy,  "I  can 
see  no  lialiin;:-place  between  the  unbeliever'.-^  arithmetic  and 
thi  papal  I'lil-r  H'lsti'r.  I'shaw!  let  us  drink'.  Triti'/  was, 
1  believe,  the  oracular  answer  of  the  diic  boutiillc  and  the 
final  conclusion  of  I'antagruel." 

"We  owe  our  arts  and  monuments  to  tlie  I'ater  ni'^ter.  and 
our  knowledge,  too,  p^rhajis;  and  a  >till  greater  Ijenefit — 
modern  government — whereby  a  \ast  an<l  toeiniiig  society  is 
wondrou>|y  represented  by  sonic  (ivc  hur.dred  intellects.  It 
neutralizes  opposiuL'  forces  and  uives  free  phiy  lo  civiriz.v- 
TION.  that  Titan  (pK  I'n  who  has  succeeded  the  ancient  terrible 
tlgure  of  tile  Kixc.  that  sham  Providence,  reare(l  !iy  man  be- 
tween himself  and  heaven.  In  the  face  of  such  acliievements, 
atheism  sei'ins  like  a  barren  skeleton.     What  do  vou  sav?" 

"1  am  thinking  of  tlie  seas  of  blood  >b( d  bv  Catholicism," 
fimile  rcj.lied.  ipiite  u!iinipre>-ed  ••It  has  drained  our  hearts 
and  veins  dry  to  make  a  mimic         ige.      Xo  matter!      Kvery 
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man  wl:n  tliink>  mu-t  van,trc  him-  If  Ivncntli  the  banner  -t 
I'hri-t.  fur  lie  alone  has  con-^uimiiai.  d  the  inuinpli  d  spirit 
o"T  n'latler;  11»>  alone  ln>  revealcl  to  u>.  lik.'  a  poet,  an  in- 
;,  •.!,.  (ri::te  world  ihal  ^eparat^■.  ii<  from  the  Deiiy." 

"H.  Ii.-v.>*  thou?"  asked  IJajihaei  with  an  iinaecoiintal)lo 
drunken  ^mde.  "Very  ^n,od;  we  mu-t  not  eeaimit  our:^elves ; 
Fu  v.e  will  drink  the  e-lehraird  t.,a>t.  P>i-^  i,inolis!" 

A:..!  ihey  draiiii-d  the  chaliee  flll.d  up  with  science, 
carhonic  aeiil  ^^as,  perfume.-,  poetry,  ainl  iiirreduhty. 

"if  the  Lz-entleinen  will  L'o  to  ih.'  drawin^-rooiii,  cotlec  is 
readv  for  them,"  >aid  the  inajor-ilipiiio. 

TJien-  was  xare.'ly  our  ,.f  tiio-,-  on-eiit  who^.'  mind  wa.s 
not  ilouiiderin.LT  iiy  t!ii>  tiim-  in  the  di-iiuiit-  of  than-;,  where 
evrv  >park  of  intedip'iice  i>  ipieiieh.  d.  and  the  hody.  srt  free 
from  its  tyranny,  ,Lri\es  it-elf  uy  I.,  the  fn  lu  tie  joys  of  liixTty. 
Some  who  hail  arrivrd  at  tii-  :\\n<-rr  of  iuioNieation  were 
dejected,  as  they  painfullv  tri..!  to  arre-t  a  -inde  tiiouirht 
which  nii^rht  assure  them  of  ilinr  own  e\i-tenee;  others,  deep 
in  the  heavy  morasses  of  inilip'-t  I'-n.  de^nied  the  pos<ihility  of 
movement.  The  noisy  and  the  silent  were  oddly  as- 
sorted. 

For  all  that,  when  new  jovs  were  announced  to  them  by 
th(^  stenlitrian  tones  of  tlie  servant,  who  sp..ke  on  his  master's 
behalf,  thev  all  rose,  h^anim:  upon.  draL^LMUL^  or  earryin<,'  one 
another.  I'.ut  on  the  thre-hold  of  the  room  the  entire  erew 
panseil  for  a  m<uiient.  motionless,  as  if  fa-einated.  The  in- 
temperate pleasures  of  the  han,|Uet  seemed  to  fade-  away  at 
this  titillatin;:  spectacle,  jnvpared  hy  their  amphitryon  to  ap- 
peal to  the  most  sensual  of  their  instincts. 

Beneath  the  shinin,L^  wax-li,i,dit?  in  a  irolden  chan.l- !ier, 
round  ahout  a  table  inlaid  with  gilded  metal,  a  izroup  of  wo- 
mim.  wlio-e  eves  slione  like  diamond-,  suddenly  met  the 
Ptupefied  stare  of  the  reveler^^.  'i'lieir  toilettes  wt^ro  -^pleiidi.]. 
but  less  nuiirnificent  than  their  beauty,  wbicli  eclipsed  the 
other  marvels  of  this  palace.  .\  li-ht  -hour  from  tlieir  eye?, 
bewitchinj:  as  those  of  siren-,  moiv  lirilliant  and  anient  than 
the  blaze  that   streamed   down   upon   the  snowy   marble,  the 


2] 

c: 

V 

S' 


r,s  TTTi:  MA<;i<'  skin 

(IrlicilKlv  r:!|-\i  il  -lirfll.  '  -   i>(  lirdl/i'.  :Mlil   lit    llji  tile  -;itin  -IkH'II 

of  ilif  ta|"'-ii\.  'i'ii  ■  ciMiM-.i^!-  Ml'  ihrir  ;inii;i(l''-  :in'i  thi' 
sliulit  liiuMiiM  Hi-  <'\'  ilii'ir  lii';i<i-.  r.irli  (lill'i  rin--  in  <'liiinii-ttT 
and  imtiiiv  nf  ;nir;ntii.i!.  !■'  iIi-  ';' ".rt  atir"'.  Ii  wn--  IJk.'  ,-i 
tliicki'l.  wlirv-  i.l(.--nm~  mill-!.  (I  with  niKi''-.  sippliiri-.  ami 
(•(ira!  :  a  rinnlniialinii  df  ■_;'i--aiiii  r  ~i;ir\i'-  thai  tlirki-rril  liki; 
h(aii'ii-li;j!it- :  i>\'  l''a'-k  rihhun-  almiii  -iu'wv  ihi'('al>:  nt' 
;:(iri:rni!-  iiiih.m-  aii'l  ik-iiiiiiviy  iiiliiiiii  ajiiiaivh  li  \\a>  a 
MTaulin  ihal  Mjiprah  .1  I"  I'Vcry  eve  atnl  I'liliili'.]  rMTV  t'aiiry. 
I'lach  f'lri!!  jin-.-d  111  ailiiiirat  ii'ii  \va-  -r:iri-fl\"  iniin  akd  Ky  the 
fclil:,  I,!'  I  .^iiiii.'iv.  iiiil  half  hiilikii.  hail'  r.'\i'a!i-il  liv  iraiw- 
jian-iit    piiizi'  aii'l   (liapiiamni-   -ilk.     Tln'   iilth    -IciiihT    \'i;'\ 

UtTC   cliiiiUrnl.    ihiiliuh    \\u-    tVr-h    ivd    li|)-    lllli'ivil    IM    -ullllih 

Dciiiurc  and  i'la-ili -hMikni--  rirl-.  iiirimv-  <<(  \\\:\\Ai-n\\  iii- 
TKHTiici'.  with  a  -"iidihiiirc  III'  <-(in\i'ni  imial  iniciinn  atmiit  their 
hfad-.  wcri'  th  ri'  lik<'  aiijiaritinn-  that  a  hnith  iiiiLdit  di--i- 
jiatc  Ari-liH-ratir  hfaiili"-  with  !iaii;:lit\  i^Iaiii-c-;  laiiLiaiiil, 
flc.xiiilf.  >lrniliT.  and  iiiin|ihii.-;!iit.  h-nt  thi'ir  inad-  a-  thuiiifh 
there  wci'i'  r"\a!  iirmeiidr-  ,-till  in  th<'  rnarki't.  An  |-'.ni;li.-h- 
woinan  s.' mi.  d   like  a  >[iiri'   nf  niidanchcily — -onie  coy.  pale, 

shadnwy      nil   anmnu'   ()--ian'-   lui-l-.  it  a   tvj I'  nMiii'i'se 

flvinL'  rriiiii  irinie.  'i"he  1' iri-i.iine  was  nut  wantinix  in  all 
her  inantv  lliai  inii-i-'s  in  an  inde-irihahle  eharin:  armed 
witli  lier  irre-i-i'h!e  weakne--.  vain  n\'  h.-r  e^^tnme  and  lier 
wit.  pliatit  am!  Iiard.  a  hearlii--.  pa--i.in!.'-s  -iren  that  yet 
can  creatt'  raetitimi?  t  fea.-iii'is  nf  pa-.-ii.n  atnl  mtinterfeit  emo- 
tion. 

Tt.alians  slum.^  in  liie  thnMiir.  ser..ne  and  -eir-pn--e«iod  in 
their  lili-- :  han.l-.nne  N'..rman-.  wiih  >p!endiil  frj-nre-;  wnnion 
nf  llie  -nnih.  with  i.hick  hair  and  well--h.iped  ev.-.  Lehcl 
niiL'ht  liiv.'  -nmm.>n.'d  tnL'ether  .a!!  i!ie  fail'  women  nf  Vor- 
paillc>.  whii  -inee  mnrninLT  iiad  perfected  all  their  wile-,  and 
now  came  like  a  ir-nuie  nf  Oriental  women,  hi.lden  hy  tho 
skive  mer.hant  to  he  ivady  to  sef  nit  at  dawn.  'J'hev  stood 
di-conce!Med  arid  i.mfn.-ed  aiioiit  the  tahh'.  hitddled  louethrr 
in  a  le.iii-imii'inj'  lii'oup  like  h.-.s  in  a  hi\.'  Tli.-  comliination 
of  timid  cniharrassiiieiil    with   coiiuetti.-hnos   and   a   sort   of 
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f^x-po^Milation  wn.^  tlir  iv-u!l  ciili-f  of  ralci.latr.l  .■tTr.^t  cr  a 
.ponlancon.^  n...,lf>tv.  INrhaj-  a  -mtinH'nt  of  whicli  woinni 
arc'  ncv.T  nttcrlv  >\\^r-u.\  pr.-mlM.l  to  tho.n  thr  rloak  ..t 
mo.l.-tv  to  lioi-litrii  an.l  niiiaiuv  tlir  rliann-  ot  waiitoiui.-.. 
So  th.''\vn.'ra!.lo  TaiiN'f.T'-  >\r~\^n-  ^rmuA  on  ihr  poin  ot 
c-ollapM'.  for  tlu-c  mil.r:.l!..l  naiim-  u- ,v  :-l..lu.Mt  from  the 
vcrv  iir-^t  liv  tin-  inajr-iv  with  wlinli  \v,,.,ia!i  i-  iiur.-t.Ml, 
TluT.'  ua-  a'lnnninirof  a.!!iiira!iori.  v>liirli  Mi.ratf.l  iiko  a  sott 
musical  noto.  Win.'  Iia.l  i:oi  lakm  lo\,.  for  ira\clin-  rom- 
panioii:  iii-tra.!  of  a  violuii  tmmilt  of  pa-ioii-.  th.-  -lu■-I^ 
thii-  taken  l.y  .-urpri-'.  in  a  moin.  iil  of  vuakii--^.  .izaw  tlicni- 
sf'lvcs  iiji  to  hixurioii-  rapinn-  oi  doli^iit. 

Artists  oIiov.m!  til-  voir,,  of  porirv  ul.irh  ron-train-  thnn. 
and  >tn(lir,l  w-th  pira-uiv  tko  .jilf-ivnt  ,|.!:,-a!o  tmn  of  ili,-.. 
fhosen  cxainpK-  of  hmuiv.  S,.inr.'d  !,v  a  iliou-lit  perhaps 
due  to  sonio  .•nianation  fn-ni  a  huhl.i.'  of  .-arhoiiir  and  in  the 
ehiinipa-no.  a  philo-..ph.r  ^!nidd.'n  d  at  lh.'  ni:-foriu!i.-  whieli 
had  hnmirhl  tho-'  woiii-n.  on.o  p.rha.p-  uoriliv  of  iho  tnn-^t 
devotion.' to  thi^.  F-a.li  ono  -loul.tl.  -  <oi,M  luvo  iinfoMrd  a 
cniei  tra^od^.  Inf.  rnal  jonans  f.^liowl  in  !!,.•  tram  of 
most  of  them,  and  ih.-v  <hvw  aft.a-  t!a  in  faiihh—  men.  hrokm 
vows,  and  yilra-niv-  alonrd  for  in  wivteladnr-.  I'olito  ad- 
vance:;  wm'  made  hv  the  -u.-t~.  and  .onvrr-atioii-:  l.e-an.  as 
varied  in  ^'haraH.r  a<  the  -[-ak.  r-.  Thrv  hroke  i,p  into 
groups.  It  mi-lii  ha\e  h-n  a  fa-hionahle  drawmu-room 
where  ladirs  and  vonn-  ,<;irl<  oiT.r  afi-r  ditmer  t!,o  a-i.^i- 
aner  that  eoilV...  li.paiif^.  and  -u-ar  alTord  lo  diia  r-  who  ,nv 
strniiLdinL'  in  the  toil-  of  a  p-TwrM.  di-c-tion.  I'.m  in  a  !itth> 
while  laui:!iter  hroko  out.  liio  nmrmnr  urrw.  and  vni.-e^  wore 
rai.-e(].  The  ^atnrnalia.  ^nlldnrd  f-r  .a  mona'tit.  tlinaionrd  at 
time-  to  ronew  il-.-lf.  Th,'  alternation-^  ..f  -ornd  and  -ilmee 
bore  a  distant  re-omhlaiir,.  to  a  -vmphonv  <.f  I'.rrtliovm's. 

The  two  friend-,  -oai.  d  on  a  -ilkeii  divan,  were  lir-i  ap- 
proached hv  a  tall,  well-pronortionrd  -iri  of  >tatrly  hearing'; 
her  features  were  iriv-.nik.r,  hut  Int  fare  wa-  -trikioL'  and 
veliement  in  expre-irai.  and  ituiev—  d  ila-  mind  !.\  the  vi^'or 
of  its  contrast-.     11.  r  dark  hair  fell  in  luMiriant  eurl>,  with 
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which  soiiif  liiiml  -reined  lo  have  pj.iyeil  'havnr  alreaily.  fur 
the  liieks  fell  h-hlly  ..ver  the  .-pleiiilni  >hmihlei'.  liiat  thus 
atiracteil  alteinmii,  'i'he  loiii:  lirown  curls  lialt  hid  hi.T 
(jUeellU  threat.  llmULdl  where  the  li-hi  fel!  upon  ii.  the  deli- 
eaev  (if  its  iiiie  eutliiies  w a.-  fevealed.  Her  wariii  and  vivid 
(■(ihirin^f  was  set   ntV   liv   tlie  dead    white  of  her  eoniith'xioii. 

l')old  and  ardent  L'laiiee-  came  fi i  uuih'f  tiic  Ioiil'  eyehi-hes ; 

the  damp.  red.  Iialf-epen  lip^  ehalleiiL'-ed  a  kiss.  Ih-r  tranu- 
wa~  .-tron,L'  lull  (ompliaiil:  with  a  liu-t  and  arin.--  sir'Uiirly 
developed,  as  ill  liLi'ire-  drawn  liy  the  ('ara(ei,  -he  yet  seemed 
active  and  ela-tie.  with  a  jiaiiiher".-  .-IreiiLTtli  and  sujijdeness, 
and  in  the  ,-ani.-  way  the  eiierijeiie  grace  of  her  ligurc  suj,'- 
gCSted   lierce  ple;l-ures. 

Kilt  thou_di  .-he  niiuht  Muiip  pi'rhap-  and  lauudi.  there  wa.s 
something  terriMe  in  her  eyes  and  her  smile.  Like  a 
pvtl'.oness  po-,-t— ed  hv  the  (h  nioii.  -hi'  in-pired  awe  rather 
than  pleasure.  .\ll  ehaiige-.  nuc  at'ler  another.  lla-h(Ml  like 
liglitnine-  (jver  e\erv  mohile  iVatiire  uf  her  face.  She  iniLdit 
captivati'  a  jaded  faiiey.  luii  a  voum:  man  would  have  feared 
her.  She  wa-  like  -diiie  enl,i--al  -talue  fallen  from  the  iKMght 
of  a  (ireek  tenqile.  .-o  graml  when  .-eeii  afar,  too  roughly  h.ewii 
to  lie  seen  aiiear.  .\nd  yet.  in  ,-pite  of  all.  her  terrible  heauty 
could  have  -unmlaled  e\hau>tion-.  her  voice  might  charm 
the  deaf:  her  glanee-  might  put  life  into  the  hones  of  the 
dead;  and  thei-efure  Kmile  wa-  \agiiely  reminded  of  one  of 
Shakes]ieare's  tragedies — a  wonderful  maze,  in  which  joy 
groans,  and  there  is  something  wild  e\en  ahout  love,  and  the 
magic  of  fo:-Lriveness  and  the  warmth  (d'  happiness  succeed  to 
cruel  storms  (d'  rage.  She  wa-  a  siren  that  can  both  kiss  and 
devour:  laugh  like  ;i  de\il.  nr  ueep  as  angels  can.  She  could 
concentrate  in  one  in-tanf  all  a  woman's  powers  (d'  attraction 
in  a  single  cllort  (the  -i-h-  of  melancholy  and  the  charms  of 
maiden'.-  shyness  alone  exceritedi.  then  in  a  moment  rise  in 
fury  like  a  nation  in  revolt,  and  tear  herself,  her  passion,  and 
her  lover,  in  pieces. 

T)re--ed  in  red  velvet,  she  rrr.mpled  uiKh'r  her  reckh>?s  feet 
the  stray  llowcrs  fallen  from  other  heads,  and  held  out  a 
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Piilver  to  the  two  fricn'i~.  witli  iiutI.v-js  liiind;^.  Tho  white 
arms  stood  out  in  bold  reliff  aL'aiii-l  the  v.hvt.  I'roiid  of 
her  hoaiitv;  proud  (who  kiiow-'r)  of  hiT  cnrniyitinn.  slic 
stood  likf  a  (lut'fii  of  |)h'asiin',  like  an  iiuMniation  of  t'lijoy- 
ment;  tiu'  (■iijoyiticiil  that  (((im's  of  s(|uaiidcriiit:  the  arciinni- 
latiousof  ihivf  iiciieralion.--  that  xolV.^  at  it-  pro^n'tiitor.-.  and 
makes  iiierrv  over  a  eorp~e :  ,hat  will  dissolvf  pearls  and  wreck 
tlirones,  turn  old  men  into  hoys,  and  make  younu'  men  prema- 
turely ohi;  enjoyment  only  possible  to  j,nants  weary  of  their 
power,  tormented  hy  retleelioii.  or  for  wlium  strife  lias  he- 
come  a  plaything. 

"What  is  your  iiame'r"  asked  IJajihael. 
"Aqiiilina." 

"Out  of  Vrin'ri-  I'n  SI  rrril '"  exelaiiiud  flmile. 
"Yes."  she  an^w•erell.     '•.hi>t  as  a   j)ope  takes  a  now  name 
when  he  is  exalted  above  all  other  men.  I,  loo.  took  another 
came  when  I  raised  my-elf  above  womenV  level.  ' 

"Then  have  yoii.  like  your  patron  >anit.  a  i(  rrible  and  noble 
lover,  a  eonsi)irator.  who  would  die  for  your""  eried  fiinile 
eagerly — this  gleam  of  |)oetry  had  arou-ed  his  interes^ 

"Onee  I  had,"'  she  answered.  "P-ut  1  had  a  rival  too  in 
La  Guillotine.  1  have  worn  something  red  about  me  ever 
since,  lest  any  haiipine->  <liouM  earry  me  away."' 

"'Oh.  if  voii  are  going  to  get  her  on  to  the  story  of  those 
four  lads  of  La  Rochelle,  she  nill  never  get  to  the  eiul  d"  it. 
That's  enough,  A(piilina.  As  if  everv  woman  eoidd  not  be- 
wail some  lover  or  other,  though  not  every  one  ha-  the  luek 
to  lose  him  on  the  scafri)ld.  as  you  have  done.  I  wnuld  a  great 
deal  sooner  see  a  lover  of  mint-  in  a  trench  ct  the  Iniek  of 
Clamart  than  in  a  rival's  arms.'' 

All  this  in  the  gentle.-t  and  mo>t  tnelodious  accent-;,  and 
pronounced  by  the  prettiest,  gentle-t.  and  nio-t  innocent-look- 
ing little  j)erson  that  a  fairy  wand  ever  ilrew  from  an  en- 
chanted eggshell.  She  had  eume  up.  noiselessly,  and  they  be- 
came aware  of  a  slender,  daintv  tiuiire.  charminLdy  timid  blue 
eyes,  and  white  transparent  brow-.  \o  <'ii'/rr,nr  ame.ng  the 
naiads,  a   truant   from   iter   river  spring,   could   have   been 
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sfnor.  u-liifor,  iiion'  in^'i'inious  than  thi*  yruintr  jzirl,  =oom- 
in;:h  iiImhiI  si\tci'n  yars  oM,  iirnorant  of  evil  iunl  of  the 
stoniis  nf  life,  aini  frr-h  frmn  muiic  cluirfh  in  ulii<li  slic  must 
hiivf  prnvcfl  the  ansicls  to  call  her  to  lieavon  Ix-forc  tho  time, 
Oiilv  in  I'aris  arc  -iicli  natures  as  this  to  ho  found,  cunccalini: 
depths  of  depravity  l)ehinii  a  fair  mask,  and  tho  niosi  artificial 
vic(s  heneath  a  brow  as  ynun^'  and  fair  as  an  openini,' 
flower. 

At  lirst  the  an,L;elic  prntriise  of  those  soft  lineiiments  mis- 
led tile  Irieni!-.  Hapliael  ,ind  fimih'  took  the  coll'ee  which 
she  poured  intn  the  clips  lu'ou'jht  hy  Atpiilina.  and  iieo-an  to 
talk  with  her.  In  the  eye-  of  ilie  two  poets  she  roon  lieeanie 
transfornu'd  inte.  -onie  -nniiii'''  aUeL'nry.  of  I  know  not  what 
asjieet  of  hunian  life.  Siie  uppo-ed  to  the  vijrorous  and 
ardent  expre-sioii  <i|'  !'er  eoiiii'iamlini;  acijiiaiiilance  a  revela- 
tion of  heartless  corruption  and  sdhipiuou-  cruelty.  Hoed- 
les-  enoiiLrh  to  perpeii'aie  a  crime.  Iiar(l\'  eiinu^rh  lo  feel  no 
mis>;ivinLr'^ :  a  piiile-s  demon  tlial  wrin.L^-  hiriier  and  kinder 
natures  with  torment~  that  i*^  is  incapahle  of  knowiuL'.  that 
simpers  over  a  trallic  in  I'ue.  shed~  tears  over  a  victim's 
funeral,  and  heam<  with  joy  over  ihe  reading:  of  the  will, 
A  poet  mi,i:ht  liave  admired  the  mau-nificent  .\(iuilina;  tint  the 
winninu''  l-".uphrasia  must  lie  re[iu]sive  to  every  one — the 
first  wa<  the  soul  of  sin  :  tho  secimd.  sin  without  a  soul  in  it. 

"I  >houid  dearlv  like  !<>  know."  rintile  reniark<'d  to  this 
pleasinsr  heinp.  "if  you  ever  reflect  iqion  your  future?"' 

"Mv  future!"  ~lie  answered  with  a  lauirh.  "What  do  you 
mean  hv  my  future'-'  Why  -hould  I  tliink  aliout  somothinj:^ 
that  doe<  not  exist  a<  yet  ?  1  never  look  hoforo  or  behind. 
I^n't  one  dav  at  a  time  more  than  I  can  concern  myself  with 
as  it  is?  And  besides,  the  future,  as  wo  know,  moans  the 
hospital." 

"iJow  can  vou  forosoo  a  future  in  the  hospital,  and  make 
no  effort  to  avert  it  ?"' 

"What  is  there  so  alarminir  about  tlu'  hospital?"  asked  the 
terrific  .\ipiilina.  "When  we  are  neither  wive-;  nor  mothers, 
when   old   age  draws   black   stockings   over   our   limbs,   seta 
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wrinkles  on  oiir  ht'n\>.  witluTs  up  \\\v  \umi;m  in  u>,  .'lurl 
(larl<enp  tln'  li^rht  in  our  IovitV  rv.^.  wlnit  cKuld  wf  nred 
when  tliat  conifs  to  jia.-^!'  V"U  uinilil  Imik  on  >i>  then  as 
nuTi-  human  clav:  wc  wnli  our  halMliinriii.-  >hal!  1p<>  for  you 
like  so  niuoh  mud— ^orthk'ss.  lil'dr-^,  crumlilinir  to  pirccs, 
^roini:  aliout  with  thi-  ru-tlc  of  'load  \.-d\v<.  HaL's  or  the 
daintifst  finery  will  ho  as  oiio  tu  us  thou;  i!i,'  anih.Ti:ri->  nf 
the  hniuloir  will  luH'athr  an  odor  of  dralh  and  drv  Imuu-:  and 
suppoM'  thoro  is  a  lu^art  thciv  m  thai  mud.  nnt  <'W  "f  you 
but  would  inako  mock  of  it.  u>>\  «>  niudi  a-  ;i  mrmni'v  \>.  ill  you 
spare  to  us.  Is  not  our  ••\i--tincf  prrci-cly  th^  -ami'  uh-tluT 
we  live  in  a  tino  mansinu  with  lap-dM---  in  tfiid.  nr  -nrt  raj:s 
in  a  workliou>(.'?  l>"i'-  it  luakr  muoh  dilfrri  iirc  whfthrr  we 
shall  hide  (uir  <:ray  ht^uU  hmcath  laco  or  a  haiidkenhirf 
strilH'd  with  hluo  and  rrd  :  wliothor  wv  >w.Tp  a  cnis-iiii:  with 
a  liin'h  hroom,  or  the  slejw  of  the  'I'uilrri.'S  with  -at in-; 
whether  we  sit  beside  a  LMhh'd  hearth,  or  enw.T  nver  tli«'  a-lies 
in  a  red  eariheii  pot:  wh<-ther  we  pi  to  the  Opera  or  look  on 
in  the  Tlace  de  (ireve?" 

"Ai/Hiliiid  r)ii<i.  you  have  nevir  >hi'wn  more  s^n-e  than  in 
this  depressin.sr  fit  of  ynurs."  l-'.uphra-ia  remarked.  '•^  es. 
cashmere,  point  iI'M'-ik^oh .  perfumes.  ;:old.  silks,  lu.xury, 
evervthin<:  tlnit  sjjarkles.  everything'  pleasant.  be!(UiL'-^  to 
vouth  alone.  'I'ime  alone  may  .-hnw  \is  our  folly,  hut  ,irond 
"fortune  will  aeijuil  us.  You  are  lau.trhin,^  at  me,"  she  went 
on.  Willi  a  malichais  irlaiue  a!  the  friend-:  '"luii  am  I  not 
ripbt?  I  woui  '  sooner  die  of  plea-ure  than  of  lllne^s.  I 
am  not  afflieted  with  a  mania  for  per|ietuitv.  nor  liave  I  a 
^Teat  veneration  for  hutnan  nature,  such  as  (iod  has  made  it. 
(uvo  me  millions,  and  I  would  stpiander  them:  I  -hould  not 
keep  one  centime  for  the  year  to  come.  Live  to  he  eharminu' 
and  have  pow(>r,  that  i-  the  decree  of  my  everv  heartbeat. 
Soeietv  sanctions  my  life:  dee-  it  not  pav  f<.r  mv  ex- 
travajranees?  Why  does  j^roviibnee  pav  me  everv  morninii 
mv  income,  which  T  sp(  nd  every  (neniii-?  Why  are  hospital- 
built  for  us?  And  Providence  diil  cot  p\it  L'ood  and  evil  en 
either  hand  f<  r  ns  to  select  what  tire-  and  pains  us.     I  should 

l-„    V,,„i;.U    it    I    ,l;,l    r,,..     ..i,,n-,-    i,>\.,.!f  " 
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"And  linw  nlioiit  ntlur.- :"  iir-kid  flimlf. 
"rMlicr.*?     Oh.  well,  they  niu.-t  iii.iriap-  for  tliprnf^olvos.     T 
prefer  laii;_'hin.Lr  at  their  woes  to  wtrjiin^r  over  iiiv  (>wa.        I 
(lefv  anv  iiiaii  to  Lrivr  iiic  ili.'  >li'_'hle-i   iiiii'a>iiit'ss."' 

"Wliat  have  vou  -airrml  \n  make  you  Ihiiik  like  tills?" 
asked   r?n]ihai'l. 

"I  myself  haM'  hcrii  for~aken  for  ai)  inheritance. '"  -he  said, 
strikin,^'  an  attitude  liial  displayed  ;il|  Ikt  (li;irnis;  "and  yet 
I  had  worked  niirlit  and  ilay  to  keep  niv  lover!  I  ani  not  to 
he  ^.Milled  \<y  any  smile  or  vow.  and  I  liavo  s<'t  mvsdf  to  make 
one  loni:  entertainment  of  mv  life." 

"Hut  does  not  happine:->  ei>nie  from  the  soul  within?"  cried 
Hajdiael. 

"It  may  ho  so."  Aipiiiina  answrr-d:  "hut  is  it  nothing  to 
he  eonseious  of  admiration  and  llatirry:  to  triumph  over 
other  women,  even  over  tiie  mo^t  viriuoiK.  humilialinir  them 
Ixd'ore  our  heauty  and  our  splendor?  \ot  oidv  so;  one 
.  day  of  our  life  is  worth  ten  years  of  a  bunriiroisr  existence, 
and  so  it  is  all  sumnied  up." 

"Is  not  a  woman  hateful  without  virtue?"  ftmile  .said  to 
Rapha(d. 

Kuphrasia's  trlance  wa.s  like  a  viper's,  as  she  -aid,  with  an 
irony  in  her  voice  that  cannot  ho  rendered  : 

"\'irtne!  we  leave  that  to  deformity  and  to  ui,dv  women. 
What  would  the  poor  thinfjs  he  without  it?" 

"Hush,  he  quiet."  ftmile  hroke  in.  "Don't  talk  ahout 
something  you  have  never  known." 

"That  T  have  never  known  I"  Kuphrasia  answered.  "You 
give  yourself  for  life  to  some  person  you  ahonnnate;  you 
must  iiring  up  children  who  will  ne^rlect  you,  who  wound 
your  verv  heart,  and  you  must  say.  Thank  you!'  for 
it;  and  thi'se  are  the  virtues  you  pre>erihe  to  woman.  .\nd 
that  is  not  eiiouirh.  By  way  of  re(juiling  her  self-ilenial.  you 
must  eom(>  and  add  to  her  sorrovis  Ia  tryinir  to  lead  her 
astray;  and  though  yoii  are  rehufTed.  sh.'  is  compromised 
A  nice  life!  }low  far  hetter  to  keep  one's  freedom,  to  follov' 
one's  inclinations  in  love,  and  die  young  y 
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"Hiivo  vnu  IK)  fear  of  'lir  pricf  to  Im'  {laid  «nmo  day  f.>r 
all  Ihis?"' 

"Kvcn  then."  sho  said,  '•instead  of  iiiintrlirii:  pleasures  and 
troiil)]cs,  my  life  will  (on<i-t  of  l\w.  ,~i'|iarat.'  parts— u  youth  of 
happ'n(>s  is  scitirc.  and  tlurf  may  ( omo  a  hazy,  iiiu'criain 
ol(i  aire,  during'  which  1  can  >utfi'r  at  my  liisurc." 

"She  lias  never  loved,"  came  in  ;he  deep  tone-  of  Atjuilina'd 
voico.  "She  never  went  a  hundred  leairues  to  drink  in  ono 
look  and  a  denial  with  untold  raptures.  She  has  not  huni: 
hor  own  life  on  a  thre:id.  nor  tried  to  stah  more  than  one  man 
to  save  her  sovereiL'n  lord,  her  kinL^  her  divinity.  . 
Love,  for  her.  meant  a  faseinatinf:  cohmel." 

"Here  she  is  with  her  La  I'ochelle."  Kuidirasia  made 
answer.  "Love  eomc-  like  the  wind,  no  one  knows  whence. 
And.  for  'hat  matter,  if  one  of  tho~e  hrutes  had  oTice  fallen 
in  love  with  vou.  you  wo\ild  hold  seiisihle  men  in  horror." 

"Hrates  are  put  out  of  the  (pu'stion  hy  the  CVxle,"  said  the 
tail    sarcastic  Aquilina. 

"1  thought  you  had  more  kindness  for  the  army,"  lauphed 
Euphrasia. 

"How  happy  they  are  in  their  power  of  dethroning  their 
reason  in  this  way,"  Kajiliael  (>xclaimed. 

"Ilappv?"  asked  .\<piilina.  with  a  dreadful  look,  and  a 
smile  full  of  pity  and  terror.  "Ah,  you  do  not  know  what 
it  is  to  he  condemned  to  a  life  of  pleasure,  with  your  dead 
hidden  in  your  heart.     .     .     ." 

A  moment's  consideration  of  the  rooms  was  like  a  foretaste 
of  'Milton's  randemoniuiii.  The  face-;  i4  those  still  eapahlc 
of  drinking  wore  a  hideous  hlue  tint,  from  hurninir  drautrht.' 
of  punch,  ilad  ilanees  were  kept  up  with  wild  ener^n;  ex- 
cited lauirhter  and  outcries  hroke  out  like  the  explosion  of 
fireworks.  The  houdoir  ami  a  -^mall  adjoinin<r  room  were 
strewn  like  a  hattleflehl  with  the  iT:-ensihle  and  incapable. 
Wine,  pleasure,  and  dispute  had  heated  the  atmosphere. 
Wine  and  love,  delirium  and  uiieon-cioiHiies';  possessed  them, 
and  W(>re  written  upon  all  faces,  upon  the  furniture;  were 
expressed   hy   the  surroumlinj:  disorder,   and   brought   light 
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full  of  miMxiratiiii.'  Mipnr.  A  irlitti'riiiL'-  <iii-f  ■.im-v.  a-  111  ih'' 
hiiiiiiMUs  piilli^  iiia.li'  Ity  a  ray  of  Minii^ht,  the  nuwt  luzanv 
forms  flitted  throu-rh  it,  j.'rot(S()m'  strufr^'lcs  urrc  >c.mi 
iitliwnrt  it.  (iruiijis  of  int<rlaii-i|  fi<rur(S  hlciidcil  with  tlir  white 
iri.'iriilcs,  the  luMf  inasttTpitos  of  soulptun-  that  aduriici!  the 
room-:. 

ThouLdi  tlic  two  friend-  yet  preserved  a  sort  of  fallacious 
clearti'-s  in  tlirir  ideas  and  voices,  a  feehle  appearance  and 
faint  thrill  of  animation,  it  was  yet  almost  impo-sihle  to  dis- 
tinuMiisli  what  was  real  amnnL'  itie  fanta-tic  ali-urdities  hefore 
tiiem.  or  what  foundatinii  there  was  for  tlie  iinpossihie 
pictures  tliat  pa--c(l  uiicea.-inLdy  hefon'  their  weary  eyes. 
The  stranL'e:-t  phenomena  of  drean\s  \»'-<'\  tlieiii,  llie  lowering 
heavens,  the  ferNid  -uicine-s  eauj:lit  hy  faces  in  oiir  vi-ions, 
and  unheard-of  au'dity  under  a  load  of  cliain>. — all  these  so 
vividlv,  that  tluy  took  the  pranks  of  the  or<ry  al)out  them 
for  the  freaks  of  some  nitrhtmare  in  which  all  movement  is 
silent,  and  cries  never  reach  the  ear.  The  ralft  ih'  rlinmhri' 
succeeded  just  then,  after  some  little  ditrieulty.  in  drawin<» 
his  master  into  the  a-  tc-chamher  to  \vhi<per  to  him: 

"The  iiei^dihors  are  all  at  their  windows,  complainin<r  of 
tlio  racket,  -^ir." 

"If  noi-e  alarms  thc^m.  wliy  don't  they  lay  down  straw  be- 
fore tluir  door-?"  was  Taillefer's  rejoind(>r. 

Ttaphaers  sudden  Imrsi  of  lauuditer  was  so  unseasonable  and 
abrupt,  that  his  friend  denumded  tlie  n  ason  of  his  unseendy 
hilarity. 

"You  will  hardly  understand  me,"  be  replied.  "Tn  the  first 
place,  T  must  admit  that  you  stopped  me  on  the  (,>uai  Voltaire 
•just  as  T  was  abo\it  to  throw  myself  into  the  Seine,  and  you 
would  like  to  know,  no  doidit,  tny  motives  for  dyinir.  And 
when  T  proceed  to  tell  you  that  by  an  almost  miraculous 
chance  the  most  poetic  memorials  of  the  materiid  world  had 
but  just  then  been  summed  \ip  for  me  as  a  symbolical  in- 
terpreiat;  .n  of  human  wisdom:  whilst  at  this  minute  the  re- 
mains of  all  the  intellectual  treasures  ravaged  bv  us  at  table 
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aro  rompri>0(]  in  tlii'^''  i\s<>  wuiin-n.  the  livinir  nml  aiiiln'iuic 
typt-  of  follv.  woiiM  ynii  I,,-  any  llir  \m-'T'  Our  jimfnund 
ap)iitliv  toward-  iin'ii  iinil  ihui.L's  >u|iiili.Ml  llir  lialf-t'iui'^  iti  a 
cnnlt'iv  colli  rasticl  jMclurc  of  luo  theories  uf  life  so 
diainetricallv  oppos.'il.  If  you  \v<  re  not  ilrunk.  yon  nii^'hl 
perliaps  cateh  a  j^'leain  of  ph'l.i.-ophy  in  t!n>." 

"Ami  if  you  had  not  hoih  feet  on  that  fa^einatmi,'  A.iuilina, 
whose  heaw  hreailiiiii:  >ui:u'e-l>  an  analo^ry  with  the  .-..un.ls 
of  a  storii!  ahout  to  hiir.-l."  replied  Plniile,  ahseiitly  en.L'a.L'eil 
in  the  harinh>s  ainusenient  of  windin;,^  and  uinvindiiiLr 
Kuphrasi.-i's  hair,  "vou  would  he  a-hainei}  nf  your  inehriiiied 
fjarrnlitv  I'>oih  vour  -y-ieiii-  can  lie  jiaeked  in  a  phra-e, 
and  redu'-eil  to  a  siuL'le  idea.  The  mere  reMitine  of  living' 
brin.irs  a  stu|)id  kind  of  wisd'ini  with  it.  liy  hluntin^r  our  in- 
telli!:enee  with  work;  and  on  the  other  hand,  a  life  pa-s,'d 
in  the  liniiio  of  the  ai)straet  or  in  the  ahy-.-es  of  the  moral 
worhl,  jtroduees  a  ^ort  of  wi-dom  run  mad.  'I'lie  eonditioiis 
may  bo  summed  up  in  hrief;  we  may  e\tin,trui-h  emotion, 
and  so  live  tf>  did  a;,'e,  or  we  may  choose  to  dii'  youn;,'  as 
inartvrs  to  contend  in;,'-  pa<sinns.  And  yet  this  decree  i-  at 
variance  with  the  temperaments  with  which  ue  were  eiidoweil 
hv  the  liitter  jestcT  who  m'ld.'ird  all  erealuns." 

"Idiot  !"  Haiihael  hur-t  in.  'Mio  en  epitoniizinfr  yourself 
after  that  fa>hion.  and  ymi  will  fill  volumes.  If  I  attemjiteil 
to  formulate  those  two  idea.-  clearly.  I  miirht  as  well  say  that 
man  is  corrupted  hv  the  exercise  of  his  wits,  and  purified  by 
ijrnoranoo.  You  are  eallini,'  t!ie  wliole  fabric  of  society  to  ac- 
count. But  whether  we  live  with  th''  wi-e  or  ])erisli  with  the 
fool,  isn't  the  result  the  same  sooner  or  later?  And  have  not 
the  prime  constituents  of  the  i|uinte-.-i-nce  of  both  systems 
been  before  e.xpressed  in  a  couple  of  words — Canjman/,  Cary- 
innra." 

"You  make  me  doubt  the  existence  of  a  (Jod,  for  your 
stui)idity  is  <rrca1er  ihnn  His  power.'  >aid  fimile.  "Our  be- 
loved Rabelais  summed  it  all  up  in  a  shorter  word  than  your 
'Caryuinrif.  Cnri/innra ;'  from  his  I'i'Hf-^''rr  Montaigne  de- 
rived  his  own   Qiir  sai.<-ji?        .\f'er  all.   this    hist    word    .>f 
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botwixt    i.'ofHl    ;m(l   '\il.   of    liiMi(!;m">   a.-;-^    Iiriwi'iti    the   twn 

Illia-ll|-.>  lit'  o;it~         I'.UI    111    llil-  rNrrl.l-Illlir  i|Ui-tlM||  alulic.   rt'- 

8()l\i<i  ln-(lav  liv  .1  '^  r-'  mill  ii  "No."  What  t'\|Min'ii('c'  tiid 
vmi  ii'iik  to  lind  li\  a  ,iinii|i  iiili-  tin-  Si-iiU'?  Wcrr  ynii  jealous 
of  ihr  li\i!raiilir  iiiailiirii'  mi  tin'  I'mit    \utrr  haiin'?" 

•"Ah.  it'  vol!  Kill  kiU'W  riiv  lii-lnry  I"" 

'•I'lii.li.'"  sai'l  faiiili';  "I  iIhI  imi  think  vnii  nmlil  ln'  >o  com- 
miinphiri':  tliat  n'liiark  i-  liaikiirVfil.  Itnii't  ymi  kimw  ihaf 
(•\rrv  dill-  of  u^  claitii^  III  lia\i'  >utl'irril  as  im  other  ever 
•liil":^" 

"Ali:"  riapharl  -i,L'hi  il. 

"What  a  iiii'iiiiirhank  art  tlioii  with  thy  'Ah'!  Look  here, 
now.  I  toe-  >oriie  ili-ia-e  (if  iiiiiiil  111'  hiiily.  Iiy  cnntraetiiij; 
vour  ttiu>eh-;.  hriiii:  iiaek  of  a  iiioriiiii;:  l!ie  uihl  horses  that 
tear  viai  in  pierr-  at  in-hi.  a-  with  haiiiH'iH  ume  iiimii  a 
time!'  Were  Mill  ilriM'ii  in  .-up  oil' ymir  nu  n  ilnu'  in  a  (.'arri't, 
uneoiiktd  ami  without  .-alt?  Have  vmii-  chihlren  ever  erieil, 
'1  iini  himi'rv' !'  Have  vou  sniil  vour  mistress'  hair  to  hazard 
tlie  inuiiev  at  plav':'  Have  you  ever  drawn  a  sham  hill  <>f  ex- 
change nil  a  ticiitmu-  uiiili'  at  a  -ham  address,  and  feared  lest 
villi  should  iii'l  he  in  time  Im  lake  It  up?  ('nine  imw.  I  am 
attending:  I  If  mhi  uere  L'"inu'  to  drown  ynurself  fnr  snme 
woman,  or  hv  \va\  nf  a  priile>t.  or  out  of  sheer  dulriess.  1  dis- 
own vou.  Make  vmi?'  iniife-sinii.  and  iin  lies!  I  don't  at  all 
want  a  hi.-torieal  memnir.  And.  alime  all  thin.irs,  ho  as 
coTieisc  as  your  clouded  intellect  iiermil^;  1  am  as  critical  aa 
a  professor,  and  a<  sleepy  as  a  wnman  at   her  vespers." 

"You  sillv  foni  I"  said  ifapliael.  -Wlien  ha-  not  sulTering 
been  keener  for  a  more  su-eeptiMe  nature?  Smne  day  when 
poicncc  has  attained  to  a  piteli  that  enahles  u-  to  si  inly  the 
natural  historv  of  hearts,  when  tln^y  are  named  am!  cl.i--ified 
in  ^'enera.  suh-^enera,  and  families;  into  eru.-tar'ie,  fossils, 
saurian^,  infusnria.  or  whatever  it  is. — then,  mv  dear  follow. 
it  will  ho  ascertained  that  there  arc  natures  as  tender  and 
fratrilc  as  flowers,  that  arc  iimketi  by  liic  sli,L'!it  bruises  that 
some  stnnv  hearts  do  not  even  feel — 

"For  |iitv"s  sake,  -pare  me  thv  -  \nrdiiim.""  >aid  fimile, 
as,  half  plaintive,  iiail  amused,  iie  i  'nk  iiapiiaci'h  nanii. 
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Aftkk   a    niDnuiit'.-.    .mKihc,    Haph.itl    saiil    with    ;i    carcloas 

••Perhaps  it  i^  an  i'\h'v\  of  tlif  fiinus  of  iiundi--  I  n^illy 
cannot  tell — tlii:-  ilrann'.-s  of  iniiitl  lliat  malilrs  iin  to  coiii- 
prisc  my  whole  life  in  a  Mii;,'!e  pieture.  wher.'  Ii_ures  and 
hues,  lights,  .•.hade.-,  and  liaif-toiie^  are  faiihfiill\  remlrreci. 
1  should  not  liave  heen  so  surpri.-ed  at  this  poeti^'al  pla\  of 
iiiiagination  if  it  were  not  anompanied  witli  a  sort  x'i  seorii 
for  my  past  joys  and  sorrow,-.  Seen  from  afar,  my  life  ap- 
pears to  eontraet  by  some  mental  proeess.  That  long,  slow 
agony  of  ten  years'  duration  can  he  bnmglit  to  memory  to- 
day in  dome  few  phra.-es.  in  which  pain  is  resolved  into  a 
mere  idea,  and  pleasure  heeomes  a  jjhilosophical  rellection. 
lnstea<l  of  feeling  things,   i    weigh  and  consider  them " 

"You  are  as  tiresome  as  the  explanation  of  an  amendment," 
cried  fimile. 

"Very  likely,"  said  I{aj)hael  submissively.  "I  spare  you 
the  first  seventeen  yars  of  my  life  for  fear  of  abusing  a 
listener's  })atieuee.  'I"ill  that  time,  like  you  and  thousands 
of  others,  I  had  lived  my  life  at  school  or  the  lijcn',  with  its 
imaginary  trouble.-  and  genuine  happinesses,  which  are  so 
pleasant  to  look  back  upon.  Our  jaded  palates  still  crave  for 
that  Lenten  fare,  so  long  as  we  have  not  tried  it  afresh.  It 
was  a  pleasant  life,  with  the  tasks  that  we  thought  so 
contemptible,  but  which  tauj,'ht  us  aj)plication  for  all 
that.     .     .     ." 

"Let  the  drama  begin,"  said  finiile,  half-plaintively,  half- 
comically. 

"When  I  left  school,"  Raphael  went  on,  with  a  gesture  that 
claimed  the  right  of  speaking,  "my  father  subiuitted  me  to 
a  strict  discipline;  he  installed  me  iu  a  room  near  his  own 
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studv.  and  I  liad  to  rise  at  fivo  in  tlio  morning  and  he  in  Itcd 
l>v  nim-  at  ni.Ldit.  ilc  nu'ant  iiii'  to  takt"  niv  \i\\v  studies 
sorioiislv.  1  attended  tlw  Seliools,  and  read  with  an  advocate 
as  well,  hut  my  lectures  and  work  were  so  narrowly  oircum- 
scrilted  hy  the  laws  of  time  and  space,  and  my  lather  re- 
(juired  such  a  strict  account  of  mv  doings,  at  dinner, 
that     ..." 

•'What  is  this  to  me?"  asked  fimile. 

"The  devil  take  you  I"  said  Haphael.  "How  are  you  to 
enter  into  mv  feelings  if  I  do  not  relate  the  facts  that 
insensihlv  shaped  my  character,  made  me  timid,  and  pro- 
longeil  the  ju-riod  of  youtiiful  simplicity?  In  this  manner 
1  ccvvered  under  as  strict  a  despotism  as  a  monarch's  till  I 
came  of  ago.  To  depict  the  tedium  of  my  life,  it  will  be 
])erhaps  enough  to  portray  my  father  to  you.  He  was  tall, 
thin,  and  slight,  with  a  hatchet  face,  and  pale  complexion; 
a  man  of  few  words,  fidgety  as  an  old  maid,  exacting  iis  a 
senior  clerk.  His  paternal  solicitude  hovered  over  my  merri- 
ment and  gleeful  thoughts,  and  seemed  to  cover  them  with  a 
leaden  ])all.  .\ny  cifusive  demonstration  on  my  part  was  re- 
ceived l)v  him  as  a  childish  ai)surdity,  I  was  far  more  afraid 
of  him  than  I  had  been  of  any  of  our  masters  at  school. 

"I  seem  to  see  him  before  me  at  this  mo:ii?nt.  In  his 
chestnut-brown  frock-coat  he  looked  like  a  red  herring 
wrapped  up  in  the  cover  of  a  pamphlet,  and  he  held  himself 
as  erect  as  an  Kaster  candle.  But  I  was  fond  of  my  father, 
and  at  heart  he  was  right  enough.  Perhaps  we  never  hate 
severitv  when  it  has  its  source  in  greatness  of  character  and 
pure  morals,  and  is  skilfully  tem])ered  with  kindness.  ]\Iy 
father,  it  is  true,  never  left  me  a  moment  to  myself,  and 
onlv  when  1  was  twenty  y»'ars  old  gave  me  so  much  as  ten 
francs  of  my  own.  ten  knavish  prodigals  of  francs,  such  a 
hoard  as  I  had  long  vainly  desin-d.  which  .set  me  a-dreaming 
of  unutterable  felicity:  vet.  for  all  that,  he  sought  to  procure 
relaxatiiins  fur  me.  When  he  had  promised  me  a  treat  be- 
forehand, he  would  lake  nie  to  l.i's  Houffons.  or  to  a  concert 
or    ball,    where    I    hoped    to    find    a    mistress.     ...     A 
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swc.lhn<z  ^vU!l  un^at.-  ud  .1.        ■  •  t  ^_^^^^_ 

troon  hor>c  next  (lav  by  m\  falli<  r,  ai.d  in  nun 

trooj)  .  ,,„i.,i^  (ic  Jn>tio»\  and  the  law.      lo 

^allo  .    for  nu..  would  have  drawn  down  h..  wrath  vj,.m 

™;^-^at  nn-  f.r.4  dc.!in.,u..n..y.  iu-  threatened  to  sh,p  me  of!  a» 

Uh  n    ov  to  the  Antilles.     A  dreadful  slnver  ran  thr<m<d. 

L:  !fV  had  ventured  to  spend  a  eouple  of  hour,  tn  .onto 

'' ''Crh"  Uie  most  wanderin,  imagination  and  passionate 
imapm.   u  -,       ^  ,„„!  .jn,]  most  artistie  nature, 

temperament,  the  tenlKre^l  .oui 

dwelin-    eontinnallv    in    the    presence    of    the    not    tlint 
hea     d:atrahiltous:and  fri,id  man  on  earth;  tlunk  of  me 
as      voun.r  prl  nu.rried  to  a  skeleton,  and  you  wdl  unde  - 
Ind^Zhfe  whose  curious  seenes  ean  onlv  be  a  hearsay  tale 
0  vott     he  plat>s  for  runntn,  away  that  perched  at  the  sight 
of  m      ather.  the  despair  soothed  by  shun-K.r.  the  dark  brood- 
iiT  charmed  awav  bv  nu.sie.     I  breathed  my  sorrows  forth 
n   melodies.        Beethoven  or   Mozart   would   keep   my   con- 
fiires  tiered.      Xowadavs,  I  smile  at  recollections  of  the 
scruples  which  burdened  by  conscience  at  that  epoch  of  m- 
nocence  and  virtue.  i     t.^„ 

"If  1  <et  foot  in  a  restaurant.  T  pave  myself  up  for  lost :  my 
f.„,ov  led  me  to  look  on  a  cafe  as  a  disre,.uuible  haunt,  where 
^rio^  their  characters  and   en.harrassed  the.r   f.^tunes; 
as  for  enpi-inj:  in  play.  I  had  not  ih..  nioney  to  risk.     Oh 
Si  neer,;d  to  send  you  to  sleep,  I  would  tell  you  about  one  of 
the  most  fri.duful  pleasures  of  .ny  life,  one  of  tho^e  pleasures 
with  fan.s  tiiat  bury  thetnselves  in  the  heart  a<  the  branding- 
iron  enters  the  eonviefs  shoulder.     I   wns_  at  a  l.dl  a    the 
house  of  the  Due  de  Xavi!rrein>.  my  father  s  cousin.     But  to 
make  mv  position  the  more  pvif.etly  clear,  you  muj^t  know 
that  I  wr.rr  a  threadbaiv  .'oat.  ill-fiHin-  shoes,  a  t,.'  fit   for  a 
Btableman.   and   a   soiled    pair  of   gloves.     I    shrank    into   a 


72 


THE  MAC  10  SKIN 


corner  to  oat  ires  iinfl  wntch  ilio  pretty  faof?  at  my  leisure. 
My  fatlier  noticed  nie.      Aclnaled  iiy  some  motive  liial   I  did 
not  fathom,  so  diunfounded  was  I  i.y  (his  act  of  confidence. 
he  handed  me  his  kc\s  and  |.nrse  to  keep.     Ten  pace-  auav 
some  ni.'n  were  L^^mhlinL^      I   heard   the  rattlin-  of  <ri,ld\  I 
was  twenty  year-  old;   I   h.nned  to  lie  steeped   for  one  wiiole 
day  in  tlie  follies  of  my  time  of  life.      It  was  a  license  of  tlie 
ima<rination  that  would  lind  a  parallel  neither  in  the  freaks  of 
courtesan^,  nor  in   the  dreams  of  yoinii:  .izirls.      For  a   vear 
past   I   iiad  iieheld  my-i'lf  well  dressed,  in  a  (-arriai^e.  with  a 
pretty  w.^nian  hy  mv  M.le.  playiiiir  tiie  .rreat   lord, dining:  at 
Very'.-,  dccidmi:  imt   to  ;:n  hack  home  till   the  morrow  Thut 
was  prepared  tnr  rny  father  with  a  jdot  more  intricate  than 
the  Marria.L^'  of  Ki^raro.  whi<  h  he  could  not  po.<sihlv  have  un- 
raveled.      All  tin-  l.li^s  would  cost,  I  estimated,  tiftv  crowns. 
^\as  it  Ti.,1   the  artless  idea  of  plavin<r  truant  that  "still  had 
charms  for  me? 

"I    went    into   a   small   adjoinin<r   room,   and   when   alone 
counted  my  father's  Tiioney  with  smartimr  eves  and  trend)lin.r 
fin-.Ts— a  hnn.lied  crowns!     The   \uy<  of  mv  escapade  mZ 
before   me  at   the  thouj:ht  of  the  amount:  jovs  that   tlitted 
ahout   me  like  .Macheth's  witches  nmnd   their'caldnm  •   jovs 
how  allurin-  !  how  thrillin-  !  h.nv  delicious  !      I  h,.eamp  a  de- 
lihcrate  rascal.      I    lu'cded   neither  mv  tin-linj:  ears  nor  the 
violent   heatmi:  cf  my  heart,  hut   look  out   two  twentv-frane 
pieces  that  1  s.H.n  t..  ..ee  yet.     The  dates  had  l...en  era-ed,  and 
I  onaparte  s  I,ead  simp.Tcd  upon  them.     After  I  had  put  hack 
th-  inirse  ,n  my  poek.'t.   I   returned  to  a  -amimr-tabh>  with 
tne  two   p,..,.,s  of  :,ro|d    in   the   palms   of  mv   .lamp   hands 
prowhnir  ahmit  the  p|,,vc,s  hke  a  -parrow-hawk  round  a  coop 
"t   chickens.     Tormented    l,v   inexpre.<il.|,.  terror,    I    thin-  a 
sudd..n  clairvuvant  -].,,„,.  nmnd  me.  and  feelin-  .pnte  .<ure 
/hat    I    wa-  -cell   hy  none  of  my  ac(|uaintan<e.  hetted   on  a 
^^toat.  jnvial  httle  man.  hcapi.m-  upon  his  head  nmre  r.ravers 
and   vow,-   than   are   put    up  durin-  two  „r  three  -torm^  at 
^•■a.      I  hen.  Willi  an  intuitu,-  -cuudreli-m.  „r  Machiavelism 
surpns,,.,  in  one  of  my  ap..   I   went  and  .to„d  ,n  the  door,' 
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and  lookod  about  iiic  in  lli.'  rndiiis,  tliougli  1  saw  iKithiiiL' :  for 
hotli  111111(1  ,111(1  fvivs  liovcred  abdut  that  falcl'ul  jiPcrii 
cloth. 

"Thill  rvcning  fixes  the  date  of  a  fir?t  olisiTvation  of  a 
physiolojrical  kind;  to  it  I  owe  a  kind  of  insight  into  t'lTtaiu 
mysterie.-;  of  our  double  nature  that  I  liavo  since  been  enabled 
to  penetrate.  I  liad  my  back  turned  on  the  table  where  my 
future  felieity  lay  at  stake,  a  felicity  but  so  much,  the  more  in- 
tense that  it  was  eriiiiiiial.  lietween  me  and  the  players  stood 
a  wall  iif  onlookers  s(Uiie  five  feet  deep,  who  were  eliattiiii: ;  the 
nuiniiur  of  voices  drowneil  the  clinkiufj  of  gold,  which 
mingled  in  the  sounds  sent  up  by  this  orchestra;  yet,  despite 
all  obstacles,  I  distinctly  iieard  the  words  of  the  two  players 
by  a  gift  accorded  to  the  passions,  which  enables  them  to 
annihilate  time  and  .space.  I  saw  the  point.s  they  made;  I 
knew  which  of  the  two  turned  up  the  king  as  well  as  if  I  had 
actually  seen  the  cards;  at  a  distance  of  ten  paces,  in  short, 
the  fortunes  of  play  blanched  my  face. 

"My  father  suddenly  went  by,  and  then  T  knew  what  the 
Scripture  mt  nt  by  'The  Spirit  of  (lod  passed  before  his 
face.'  I  had  won.  I  slipped  through  the  crowd  of  men 
who  had  gathered  about  the  jilayers  with  the  (juickness  of 
an  eel  escaping  through  a  broken  mesh  in  a  net.  My  nerves 
thrilled  with  joy  instead  of  anguish.  I  felt  like  some 
criminal  on  the  way  to  torture  released  by  a  chance  meeting 
with  the  king.  It  happened  that  a  man  with  a  decoration 
found  himself  short  by  forty  francs.  Uneasy  eyes  suspected 
me;  I  turned  pale,  and  drops  of  perspiration  stood  on  my 
forehead,  I  was  well  punished,  I  thought,  for  having  robbed 
my  father.  Then  the  kind  little  stout  man  said,  in  a  voice  like 
an  angel's  surely,  'All  these  gentlemen  have  paid  their  stakes,' 
and  put  down  the  forty  francs  himself.  I  raised  my  head  in 
triumph  upon  the  players.  After  I  had  returnc(l  the  money 
I  had  taken  from  it  to  my  father's  purse,  I  left  my  winnings 
with  that  honest  and  worthy  gentleman,  who  continued  to 
win.  As  soon  as  I  found  myself  poss(>ssed  of  a  hundred  and 
sixty  francs,  I  wrapped  them  up  in  my  handkerchief,  so  that 
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llifv  cmiM  iiciiirr  mine  iiur  raitlc  or  the  \v;iy  haok ;  and  I 
played  IK)  more. 

"'What  were  you  dojnu'  at  the  fanl-tabler"  ^aid  my  father 
a.-;  ue  ste|)iied  into  the  carriage. 

" '1  was  lookinir  on."  i  .iii-uered.  tremhling. 

"'But  it  woiilil  ha\e  heeii  iiothine-  out  of  tho  conimon  if 
ynu  had  heeii  )iioin|ited  hy  .~el|'-love  to  pur  >ome  money  down 
on  the  talih'.  ill  the  eyes  o(  men  of  tlie  world  yim  are  quite 
ohl  enou,i:h  to  a-.-ume  tlie  rii;ht  to  eommit  such  follies.  So  I 
sliould  lia\e  iiardoiied  you.  Raphael,  if  you  had  made  utic  of 
my  jiurse ' 

"1  did  not  an-wer.  When  we  reached  home,  I  returned 
the  keys  and  money  to  my  father.  As  he  entered  his  study, 
he  eniptie(l  out  hi-:  pur>e  on  the  mantelpiei-e,  counted  the 
money,  and  turned  to  ine  with  a  kindly  look,  sayin<'. 
\vith  more  or  less  long  and  signilicant  pauses  between  each 
phrase: 

"  'My  hoy,  you  are  very  nearly  twenty  now.  I  am  satisfied 
with  you.  Vou  ought  to  haye  an  allowance,  if  only  to  teach 
you  how^  to  lay  it  out.  and  to  i.'ain  some  acquaintance  \vith 
ever'.ilay  business,  llencet'orward  1  shall  let  you  haye  a 
hundrvil  francs  each  month.  Here  is  your  first  quarter's  in- 
come for  this  year."  he  added,  lingering  a  pile  of  gold,  as 
if  to  make  .sure  that  the  amount  was  correct.  'Do  what  you 
please  with  it.' 

"I  confess  that  I  \vas  ready  to  tling  myself  at  his  feet,  to 
tell  him  that  1  was  a  thief,  a  scoundrel,  and,  worse  than  all,  a 
liar!  Hut  a  feeling  of  shame  held  me  back.  I  went  up  to 
him  for  an  enilirace.  but  he  gently  jiusheil  me  away. 

"  "^'ou  are  a  man  now,  mi/  i-hihl,'  he  said.  'What  T  haye 
just  done  was  a  yery  projKT  and  sini])le  thing,  for  which  there 
is  no  need  to  thank  me.  If  I  haye  any  claim  to  your  grati- 
tude. Kaphael,'  he  went  on.  in  a  kind  hut  dignifieil  way,  'it 
is  liecau-e  I  haye  preseryctl  your  youth  from  the  evils  that 
destroy  young  men  in  I'aris.  We  will  be  two  friends  hence- 
forth. Ir  a  year's  time  you  will  b"  a  doctor  of  law.  Xot 
without  some  hardship  and  priyation  you  have  acquired  the 
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sound  knowlo.lfrc  iind  the  love  of.  and  ai)plif.'ition  to.  work 
that  is  indisponsiiblc  to  public  men.  You  must  learn  to 
know  me.  Kapluu"!.  I  do  not  want  to  make  either  an  a.lvo.ato 
or  a  notary  of  you,  but  a  statesman,  w  ho  shall  bo  tlio  pride  of 
our  poor  iious.'.     .     .     •     (iood-ni^rht,'  he  added. 

"From  that  dav  my  fatlier  took  me  fully  into  confidence. 
r  was  an  only  .son;  and,  ten  years  Ijefope,  I  had  lost  my 
mother.  In  time  past  my  fatl.ei,  the  liead  of  ii  historic 
family  rcmemberi'd  even  now  in  Auverirne,  liad  eouie  to  I'aris 
to  fifrht  ajzainst  liis  evil  star,  dissatislled  at  the  ])ros])ect  of 
tilling  the  soil,  with  liis  useless  sword  by  his  siile.  He  wa.s 
endowed  with  the  shrewdness  that  gives  the  men  of  the  south 
of  Franco  a  certain  ascendency  when  energy  goes  with  it. 
Almost  unaided,  ho  made  a  position  for  himself  near  tho 
fountain  of  power.  The  IJevolution  brought  a  reverse  of 
fortune,  but  ho  had  managed  to  marry  an  heiress  of  good 
family,  and,  in  the  time  of  the  Kmi)ire,  a])peared  to  be  on 
the  point  of  restoring  to  our  house  its  ancient  splendor. 

"The  Kestoration,  while  it  brought  back  consiilerable  prop- 
erty to  my  mother,  was  my  father's  ruin.  He  had  formerly 
purchased  several  estates  abroad,  conferred  by  the  Emperor 
on  his  generals:  and  now  for  ten  years  he  struggled  with 
liquidators,  diplomatists,  and  Prussian  and  Bavarian  courts 
of  law,  over  the  disputed  possession  of  these  unfo>-tunate  en- 
dowments. My  father  plunged  mo  into  the  intricate 
labvrinths  of  law  proceedings  on  which  our  future  depended. 
We  might  he  compelled  to  return  the  rents,  as  well  as  the 
proceeds  arising  from  sales  of  timber  made  during  the  years 
1814  to  1817;  in  that  case  my  mother's  property  would  have 
barelv  saved  our  credit.  So  it  fell  out  that  the  day  on 
which  my  father  in  a  fashion  emancipated  me.  brought  me 
under  a  most  galling  yoke.  I  entered  on  a  conflict  like  a 
battlefiold;  I  must  work  day  and  night;  seek  interviews  with 
statesmen,  surprise  their  convictions,  try  to  interest  them  in 
our  affairs,  and  gain  them  over,  with  their  wives  and  servants, 
and  their  verv  dogs;  and  all  this  abominal)ie  imsiness  had  to 
take  the  form  of  pretty  speeches  andjouUtc^itlentions.     Then 
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I  kiu'W  tlio  mortifioati(ltl^  tint  liad  Lfl  their  bli^'hting  traces 
on  inv  falliiTV  I'acf.  l'"''  aimm  a  }'ar  I  l-d  niitwardly  the 
life  of  a  man  of  the  worM.  \<n\  .norinous  hihors  hiy  ht'iieath 
th.'  surface  of  ^raildmi:  alMHit,  and  ea^vr  etforls  to  altai'h  my- 
self to  inlhienlial  kinsmen,  or  to  iicople  likely  to  lie  useful  to 
us.  Mv  relaxations  were  la\vsuit>,  and  memorials  slill  fur- 
nished the  stai>le  (d'  my  conversation.  Hitherto  my  life  hud 
heeii  iilamile.-s,  froiu  tl'ie  slieiT  in)i)o>sil)ility  of  induljring  the 
desiro  of  voutii:  tmt  now  I  heeame  my  own  master,  and  in 
dread  of  involvini:  us  Koth  in  ruin  l)y  some  piece  of 
ne<di"en(e.  I  ilitl  not  dare  to  allow  myself  any  pleasure 
or  expenditure. 

"While  we  are  younp.  and  before  the  world  has  rubbed  off 
the  delicate  bloom  from  our  sentiments,  the  freshnes.s  of  our 
impressions,  the  noble  ])urity  of  conscience  whicli  will  never 
allow  us  to  palter  with  evil,  tin-  sense  of  duty  iri  very  strong 
within  us.  tlie  voice  of  honor  clamors  within  us,  and  we  are 
open  and  >Iraii:htforward.  At  that  time  I  was  all  these  things. 
1  wished  to  juMify  my  father's  coiilidence  in  me.     Rut  bitely 
1  would  have  stolen  a  paltry  sum  from  liim.  with  secret  de- 
liirht  ;  bin  now  tliat  I  shaivil  ihe  luirdeii  of  his  affairs,  of  liis 
name  and  of  his  house.  I  woidd  secretly  have  given  up  my 
fortune   ami    my   hopes    for   liim.   as    I    was   sacrilieing   my 
pleasures,  and  even  have  been  glad  of  tlie  sacrifice !     So  when 
M.  de  Villele  exhumed,   for  our  special  l)enefit.  an   imjx'rial 
decree  concerning  forfeitures,  and  had  ruined  us.  I  autliorized 
the  sale  of  my  properly,  only  retaining  an  island  in  tlie  mid- 
dle of  the   Loire  where  my  mother  was  luiried.        Perhaps 
arguments   and   evasions,   philoso|ihical.   philanthropic,   and 
political  considerations  would  not  fail  me  now.  to  hinder  the 
perpetraticm  of  what  my  solicitor  termed  a  'folly.'  but  at  one- 
aiul-twenty.  T  repeat,  we  are  all  aglow  with  i.'en<'rosity  and 
affection.     The  tears  that  •^tood   in  my  father's  eves  were  to 
me  tb.'  most  splendid  of  fortunes,  and  the  thought  of  those 
tears  1iii<  often  -soothed   my  sorrow.     Ten   months  after  he 
hail  I'aid  his  cre<litors.  mv  father  died  of  grief:  T  was  his 
idol,  and  he  had   ruined  me!       The  thought    killed   him. 
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Towards  HiocikI  nf  tlir  ;i'itiiiiiii  of  IS'.'tl,  at  ttic  aire  nf  twcnty- 
twi),  I  was  tlic  soil'  iiioiiniiT  at  his  trravc-idi'  — tlir  ^.M'avc  of  my 
father  and  my  carlitsl  friend.  Not  many  yDiimr  nicii  have 
fouiul  tlit'iiiselvcs  alone  with  tlieir  thouudits  as  ihev  follnwed 
a  hearse,  or  have  seen  themselves  lost  in  (•rinv<lril  i';iris,  and 
without  money  or  [irospeets.  ()r]ihan>;  rescued  hy  puhlic 
charity  have  at  any  rate  the  future  of  the  liattlelidd  liefore 
them,  and  find  a  shelter  in  some  institution  and  a  father  in 
the    frovernment     or    in    the    pronireiir  da  roi.  1     had 

notliinj.'. 

"Tliree  montlis  later,  an  atrent  made  over  to  ni"  eleven 
hunti.ed  and  twelve  franes,  the  net  proeeed-  of  th,.  windintj 
up  of  my  father's  affairs.  Our  erediiors  had  driven  us  to  sell 
our  furniture.  From  my  childhood  I  had  heeii  used  to  s(^t 
a  hi;:h  value  on  the  articles  of  luxury  aliout  us  and  I  could 
not  help  showing  my  astonishnu'nt  at  the  siglit  of  thi-  meagre 
balance. 

"'Oh,  rococo,  all  of  it!'  said  the  auctioneer.  A  t'-rriMe 
word  that  fell  like  a  blight  on  the  sacrc(|  memorie-  of  mv 
childhood,  and  dispelled  my  earliest  illusions,  the  dcare-t  of 
all.  My  entire  fortune  was  comprised  in  thi-  'acrount  ren- 
dered,' my  future  lay  in  a  linen  bai:  with  eleven  huiidre(|  an  1 
twelve  francs  in  it,  human  society  stood  before  me  in  the  per- 
son of  an  auctioneer's  clerk,  who  kept  his  hat  on  while  he 
spoke.  Jomithan,  an  old  servant  ulio  was  nnich  attached  to 
nie,  and  whom  my  mother  had  formerly  pensioned  with  an 
annuity  of  four  hundred  francs  spoke  to  me  as  1  was  leaving 
the  honse  that  1  had  so  often  gaily  left  for  a  drive  in  my 
childhood. 

"  'Be  very  economical.  Monsieur  Raphael !' 

"The  good  fellow  was  crvinir. 

"Such  were  the  events,  dear  ■fimilp,that  ruled  my  de-^tinies, 
moulded  my  character,  and  set  me.  while  still  voung,  in  an 
utterly  false  social  i)o<ition."  said  T?aphae]  after  a  pause. 
"Family  ties,  weak  ones,  it  is  true,  bound  me  to  a  few  wealthy 
houses,  hut  my  own  pride  woidd  have  kept  me  aioof  from 
them  if  contempt  and  inditference  had  not  >hut  their  doors 
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on  itu'  in  tlic  first  plixi'.  I  w.i-;  ri'Iatci]  to  pcnjilc  who  were 
vorv  influrtiti.il,  ami  wlm  lavished  their  iiatnuiiiijc  on 
stninuers:  hut  I  finiiKi  ii'itlier  rehitinns  nnr  |>atr"n-  in  them, 
('(iiitinuallv  (•ininii-<rilie(l  in  my  att'eetions.  they  recoiled 
npen  me.  rnre.-ei-\eil  and  >im]>le  hy  nature.  I  mu-l  have 
iifipeared  fi'ii^iil  and  >o|i!ii>iii-ated.  My  fatiier">  di-eijiline 
had  de-trnyrd  ;ill  ennflilenie  in  my-e]f.  I  was  shy  and  awk- 
\var(':  I  conld  imi  lielie\e  that  my  "pinion  earned  any  wejjrlit 
whatever:  I  Inok  no  [ileasnre  in  myself;  f  thonudit  myself 
nL'lv,  anil  \va-  a-hanied  to  meet  my  own  eyes.  In  -[lite  of  the 
inward  nice  ih;it  ii;ii>l  !"•  the  stay  i.f  a  man  with  anythinj^ 
in  him.  m  all  his  struir.i-dev.  the  \(iice  that  cries,  '(^ourape! 
Go  forward!"  in  spite  of  siidileii  revelatinns  of  my  own 
stren^'th  in  my  solitude:  in  spite  of  the  hopes  that  thrilled 
me  as  [  entiipared  new  works,  that  the  piihlie  admirod  so 
much,  with  the  sehemes  that  hovered  in  my  hrain. — in  spite 
of  all  this,  I  had  a  childish  mistrust  of  myself. 

".\n  overweeniniT  andiition  preyed  upon  me:  I  helievod 
that  I  was  meant  for  irreat  thins?.  ^^'^  y*'^  1  ^'''t  myself  to  he 
nothinLT.  I  had  need  of  other  men.  and  T  was  friendless.  T 
found  T  must  make  my  way  in  the  world,  where  I  was 
quite  alone,  and  hashful.  rather  than  afraid. 

".\ll  thronLrii  the  year  in  which,  hy  mv  father's  wish.  T 
threw  myM'lf  into  the  whirlpool  of  fashionahle  soeietv.  T 
ranie  away  with  an  inexperienced  heart,  and  fresh  in  mind. 
TJke  (>very  trrown  child.  T  siirhed  in  secret  for  a  love  affair. 
T  met.  ainonir  yountr  men  of  my  own  a^e.  a  set  of  swairsercrs 
■wlio  lield  their  heads  hiph.  and  talked  aliout  trifles  as  thev 
seated  themselves  without  a  tremor  heside  women  who  in- 
spired awe  in  me.  They  chattered  nonsense,  sueked  the  heads 
of  their  canes,  i^ave  tli(>mselves  afTeeted  airs,  appropriated  the 
fairest  women,  and  laid,  or  pretended  that  they  had  laid  their 
heads  on  t'very  pillow.  Pleasure.  s(>eminsrly.  was  at  their 
h(>rk  and  call:  they  looked  on  the  inost  virtuous  and  prudish 
as  an  e.i-v  ])rey,  ready  to  surrendcT  at  a  word,  at  the  slightest 
imiMident  Lrestnre  or  insolent  look.  T  declare,  on  my  soul 
and  conscience,  that  the  attainment  of  power,  or  of  a  <:reat 
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nunic  ill  litcniliirt',  sc(>!iic(l  to  ruf  an  rasicr  victory  tliaii  a  suc- 
cess witli  SOUK'  yoiini:.  witty,  aini  Lrracions  la(iy  of  liiL'li  iIcltci'. 

"So  I  found  tlif  tiinnilt  of  rny  heart,  tny  ffi'liiiL'-,  ami  my 
creeds  all  at  variance  with  tlie  axioms  of  society.  I  liad 
pleiitv  of  amhicity  in  rny  cliaracter,  Imt  none  in  my  manner. 
Later.  I  found  ont  that  women  did  not  like  to  he  imjilored. 
T  have  from  afar  adored  many  ii  one  to  whom  I  (i(>voted  a 
soul  [iroof  ajrainst  all  tests,  a  heart  to  hreak.  enerjzy  that 
slirank  from  no  sacrifice  and  from  no  torture;  (lici/  accepted 
fools  whom  I  would  not  liav(»  enirap'tl  as  hall  jiorters.  How 
often,  mute  and  motionless,  have  I  not  adniind  the  lady  of 
niv  dreams,  swaying'  in  the  dance;  jrivcn  up  my  life  in  thoufrht 
to  one  eternal  caress,  expressed  all  my  hopes  in  a  look,  and 
laid  hefore  her.  in  my  rapture,  a  young  man's  love,  which 
should  outstrif)  all  fables.  At  some  moments  I  was  ready  to 
barter  my  whole  life  for  one  sinjrle  niuht.  Well,  as  I  could 
never  find  a  listener  for  my  imjiassioned  proposals,  eves  to 
rest  my  own  upon,  a  lieart  made  for  my  heart,  I  lived  on  in 
all  the  sulTerinj.'-s  of  impotent  force  that  consumes  it.^elf :  lack- 
ing: either  opportunity  or  couraire  or  experience.  I  despaired, 
mavhe.  of  makinix  myself  understo(»d,  or  I  feared  to  he  under- 
stoo(T  hut  too  well :  and  yet  the  storm  within  me  was  ready  to 
hurst  at  every  chance  courteous  look.  In  spite  of  my  readi- 
ness to  take  the  semhlance  <if  interest  in  look  or  word  for  a 
tenderer  solicitude,  I  dared  neither  to  speak  nor  to  be  silent 
seasonably.  ^ly  words  grew  insignificant,  and  my  silence 
stupid,  by  sheer  stress  of  emotion.  I  was  too  ingenuous,  no 
doubt,  for  that  artificial  life,  led  by  candle-light,  where  every 
thouglit  is  exfiressed  in  conventional  phrases,  or  by  words 
that  fashion  dictates:  and  not  only  so.  T  had  not  learned 
how  to  emplo\  speech  that  says  nnthiuL'.  and  silence  that  sav-; 
a  great  deal.  In  short.  T  concealed  the  fires  that  consumed 
me.  and  with  such  a  soul  as  women  wish  to  find,  with  all  the 
elevation  of  soul  that  they  lonir  for.  and  a  jnettle  that  fools 
plume  themselves  upon,  all  women  have  been  cruollv 
treacherous  to  me. 

"So  in  my  simplicity  I  admired  the  h(>rocs  of  this  set  when 
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they  bra<:<:('(l  ahnut  tlirir  <  i,ii(|uc.-t.-.  iiiul  never  siispeoted  them 
of  IviiiLT.  Xu  iliiiilii  ii  V, ;i.-  ,1  iiii>take  t(i  wisli  for  a  Invr  iliat 
spring's  for  a  word',-  >al<e:  to  expect  to  find  in  the  lieart  of  a 
vain,  frivoldus  woman,  ;:ne(ly  for  luMirv  and  inloxii  ntid 
with  vanity,  tlie  ;.Teat  ^-ea  of  jiassion  that  siir;_0(l 
t<'inpe.-tuoii-ly  in  my  own  breast.  Oh  I  to  feel  that  you  were 
born  to  lo\c.  to  make  -ome  woman',-  happiness,  ami  \et  to 
find  imt  i<ui\  not  even  a  iiohlr  and  eonra^'eous  Marceline,  not 
so  miirli  ,1-  an  old  .Man|iiise  I  Oh  I  to  carry  a  treasure  in  your 
wallil,  and  not  liiid  even  some  chihl.  or  iiiijuisitive  vouiii:  j-'irl, 
to  achiiire  it  !     in  t)iv  de-pair  1  often  wislied  to  kill  myself." 

"l-'iiiciy  trairieal      -inL'iit  I"  cried  flmile. 

"Let  me  pass  seiiicnce  on  my  life/'  Kapliael  answered.  "If 
your  friiiid-liip  is  not  stronj,'  enonirh  to  bear  with  my  ele^y, 
if  you  cannot  put  up  wiili  half  an  hour's  tedium  for  my  sake, 
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I'.ut,  then,  never  ask  apiin  for  the  reas(,n  of 


the  suicide  thai  han;:s  over  me,  that  comes  nc'arcr  and  calls 
to  nu',  that  i  bow  m\-elf  liefore.  If  you  are  to  judp'  a  luan, 
you  mu>t  know  iiis  secret  thou;:hts,  sorrows,  and  feeiinj,'.s;  to 
know  merely  tlie  outward  events  of  a  man'.s  life  would  only 
s<'r\c  to  make  a  chronological  table — a  fool's  notion  of 
history." 

Kmile  was  so  much  struck  with  the  bitter  tones  in  which 
these  words  were  spoken,  that  he  bepin  to  pay  close  attention 
to  Ha|ihacl.  wiiom  he  watched  with  a  bewildered  e.\j)ression. 

"Now,"  continued  tlu'  speaker,  "all  these  things  that  befell 
me  appear  in  a  new  light.  The  sei|iienee  of  evi-nts  that  I 
<mce  thought  so  unfortunate  created  the  splendid  powers  of 
whicii.  later,  I  became  so  proud.  If  I  may  believe  you,  I 
])ossess  the  power  of  readily  expressing  my  thoughts,  and  I 
c<Mild  take  a  forward  place  in  the  great  tield  of  knowledge; 
and  is  not  this  the  result  of  scientific  curiosity,  of  excessive 
application,  and  a  love  of  reading  which  possessed  me  from 
the  aL'c  of  seven  till  my  entry  on  life?  The  very  neglect  in 
which  I  was  Icf',  and  the  con-e(|Uent  habits  of  self-re]iression 
and  -clf-roiici.iiiration  ;  dji]  not  these  things  teach  me  how  to 
consider  and  reliect  r        Nothing  in  me   was  squandered  in 
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obcflicncc  to  the  cxiictinti^  of  the  worM.  wliidi  Immhlc  tli.' 
prouiifst  .-on!  iiinl  wAua'  il  t<.  ii  nur-'  Ini-k  ;  ami  wa,-.  it  not 
tlii>  V(  rv  fatt  that  rdiiifd  llu'  tiiinliniial  pari  of  my  nature 
till  il  iH'iaiiit'  tlif  pcrfiM  led  iii-inmniit  of  a  loftier  purpose 
than  pa>-innate  dr-in-?  I  iviiiiMiii"T  waieliiiii:  the  women 
who  mistook  iiie  wiih  all  tlw  in-i'_'lit  of  conteniiieil  love. 

"1  can  see  now  llial  my  natural  -meerity  niiiM  have  heen 
displeasing'  to  them;  women,  perhap-,  even  re.jtiire  a  little 
hvpoen.-v.  And  I.  who  in  the  -aiiie  hour'-  -|)aee  am  al- 
ternatelv  a  man  and  a  eliiid,  frivolous  and  thoiij.dilful,  free 
from  bias  and  hrimful  of  super-tilion.  ami  ofteiitiiues  myself 
as  much  a  uoman  as  any  of  them:  liow  -hould  thiv  do  other- 
wise than  take  my  simplieity  for  <\  lueism.  my  innocent 
candor  for  impudence?  They  found  my  knowled^'c  tire- 
some: mv  feminine  hni'.'uor.  weakiie— .  1  ua-  lu'ld  to  he  ji-^t- 
Icss  and  in(apahle  of  love  or  td"  steady  purpose;  a  too  active 
imufrination.  thai  cur>e  of  [loet-.  was  no  douhl  the  cause.  My 
silence  was  idiotic;  and  a>  I  dare-ay  1  alarmed  iliem  hy  my 
efTorts  to  please,  women  one  and  all  have  condemned  nie. 
With  tears  and  mortification,  1  howed  before  the  decision  of 
the  world;  hut  my  distress  was  not  hr.rren.  I  determined  to 
revonpe  inv>elf  on  societv;  I  would  dominate  the  feminine 
intellect,  and  so  have  the  feminine  soul  at  my  mercy;  all 
eves  should  he  iixed  upon  me.  when  the  servant  at  the  docir 
announced  my  name.  1  had  determined  froiri  my  childhood 
that  I  would  he  a  .irreat  man;  I  sai<l  with  .\ndre  Chenier.  a- 
I  struck  my  forehead,  "There  is  soniethin<:  underneath  that  I' 
I  felt.  1  believed,  the  thoufrht  within  me  that  1  niu-t  v\- 
press,  the  system  I  must  establish,  the  knowledire  1  must  in- 
terpret. 

"Let  mo  pour  out  iny  follies,  dear  ftmile;  to-day  I  am 
barelv  twenty-six  years  old.  certain  of  dvin^'  unreeOL'nized. 
and  i  havt'  never  been  the  lover  of  the  woman  I  dreanieil  of 
possessinir.  Have  we  not  all  of  us,  more  or  less,  believed,  in 
the  realitv  of  a  thiiiL''  hecau>e  we  wi-lu'd  it?  I  would  in'v.'r 
have  a  youn<r  man  for  my  friend  who  .lid  not  place  him-eir  in 
dreams  \ii)on  a  pedestal,  weave  crowns  for  his  head,  and  ha\e 
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thcv  iiiu.-l  draw  ii^ar  to  iiic— to  nn'.  so  sickly.  -li\.  and  po.ir. 
For  her.  who  should  take  pity  on  inc.  my  heart  hehl  in  store 
Piicli  ;,'ratitiide  over  and  iieyoiid  love,  that  I  had  w.ir-hiped 
luT  her  whole  life  loii^'.  Later,  my  ob>ervatioii-  lia\e  lau^dit 
iiie  idtler  truths. 
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lat  wiiirlpool  of  Ins  uleas.  ami  even  his  niistre«  must  ^'vrate 
aloni:  with  them.  How  i-;  a  woman,  spoilt  with  prai-e.  to 
believe  in  the  love  of  a  man  like  that?  Will  sin-  '^o  to  .-;ei»k 
him  out  '     That  sort  u£  lovur  has  not  the  leisure  to  sit  beside 


A   WOMAN   UIIIlOl   r  A  iir.Aur 


83 


a  snfii  rid  L'lVc  'i  :ii»clf  up  In  \]\v  -criliiiicnlii!  'impiTiiiL's  thjit 
wnimn  .iri'  -u  I'mi'l  "f.  Mini  "ii  whirii  the  f.iUi'  mikI  niifivlinu' 
[tnilc  thriiisc!\r-.  lie  ciiimot  ^imh'  the  litiH'  frnrii  111-  uork, 
iinil  \\nw  ciin  lir  iitTonl  t<»  Innnlilf  liim-ilf  .itnl  iru  M-iii;i-i|iiir;i(l- 

ill.r;  I    wilS    rt';|i|v    ti)   L'!M'    lli\'    lift'   iillir   and    t'ul"   all.    hut    I 

could  iK't  iliLiraili'  It  ill  driail.  Hc-idi-,  thrn-  i>  smiiftliiii^ 
iiidcxriliJiMv  paltrv  in  a  >lH(|Jin>k.r'-  laflic-.  ulio  runs  <iii 
•  rrands  fur  xonc  iiiM|i!d  atTfcit-d  wmiian  :  all  tliis  di-L'u-ts  ati 
artist,  l.nv.'  m  the  ati-trart  i-  tint  i-u'iultIi  fur  a  L'nat  man  in 
pov»'rt\  :  lie  has  ru'i'd  "f  iir,  utnio-t  di'vntiun,  Thr  t'rivohius 
orcaturi's  uhn  ^jM■nd  llicir  li\<'<  in  lr\in^r  nn  ca-hiiKTcs,  or 
luakr  thi'ni-i'lvi'>  iiiti-  cIcMiics-pc^':-  tn  hatii,'  tlic  fa.-hinns  from, 
exact  the  devotion  wliiiii  is  not  tlicirs  to  <:ivc;  for  tlicm,  h>vo 
means  the  pleasure  of  rulinii  and  not  nf  oh<'\  inir.  She  who  is 
reallv  ji  uifc.  one  in  luart.  tlc-h.  and  iii.nc.  nni-t  I'oMow 
wheri'Ver  lie  leads,  in  whom  her  life,  her  rtniiLTtli,  Iht  pride, 
and  hajipiness  are  centereil.  Amliitious  men  need  those 
Oriental  women  whose  whole  thnULiht  is  u'ivcn  to  the  study 
of  their  re«|uireinents ;  for  iin!iap|)iness  mi'aiis  for  them  the 
inoonipatihility  of  their  mean.-  with  their  desires.  Hut  I, 
who  took  myself  for  a  man  id'  iieiiiiis,  must  needs  f ei  1  at- 
tracted hy  these  very  >he-('oxcomhs.  So.  as  I  cherished  idearf 
so  different  from  those  trenerally  ncejved  ;  as  I  wished  to 
pcale  the  heavens  without  a  ladder,  was  possesM'd  of  wea'tli 
that  could  not  circulate,  an  1  of  kiiow!cdi:(>  -o  wide  and  so  im- 
jierfeetly  arraiiL'ed  and  diirestcd  that  it  overtaxed  my 
memory;  as  I  had  neither  relation-  ii<ir  friend-  in  the  midst 
of  this  lonely  and  ghastly  desert,  a  dc-ert  nf  pavini:  stones, 
full  of  animation,  life,  and  tliKUtrht.  wherein  every  one  is 
worse  than  ininiieal,  indifferent  to  wit  :  I  Tiiade  n  very  natural, 
if  foolish  resolve,  which  required  such  unknown  impossi- 
bilities, that  my  spirits  ro-e.  It  was  as  if  I  had  laid  a  wairer 
with  myself,  for  I  was  at  once  the  player  and  the 
cards. 

"This  was  mv  plan.  The  eleven  hundred  francs  mu-t  ke.'p 
life  in  me  for  three  year- — the  time  I  a!lnv.-ed  myself  in  wliich 
to  hriniT  to  lii^ht  a  work  which  -hould  draw  attention  to  mo. 
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and  maki*  mo  ritlur  n  nnriic  or  a  furtiiiie.  T  oxultod  at  tho 
tliou-hl  of  li\iii;i  on  lircad  ami  milk,  like  a  hcrinil  in  tho 
Thfljaid.  wiiilo  I  j>luni:cd  into  tlic  worid  of  hooks  and  ideas, 
and  so  i-faihcd  a  lofiy  >[iht'rc'  hcyond  the  tumult  of  I'aris, 
a  splicre  of  silciii  labor  where  I  would  entomb  n;y:-elf  like  a 
ehrvsalis  to  awaii  a  brilliant  and  splemlid  new  hirili.  1  im- 
periled niv  life  in  order  to  live.  My  reduciitjjf  my  HMjuire- 
menls  to  rial  nel•d^  arid  the  barest  necessaries,  I  found  that 
three  huniirfd  and  si\ty-!i\e  francs  sutlieed  for  a  year  of 
penury;  and,  in  fact,  I  nianai^cetl  to  exist  on  that  slender  sum, 
so  loiii:  a>  1  ^iiiiiiiillcd  to  my  own  elausiral  discipline." 

"lm|iii-sibl<' '."  crieil  Kmile. 

*'I  lived  for  nearly  three  years  in  that  way,"  Raphael 
answered,  with  a  kind  of  pride.  '"Let  us  reckon  it  out. 
'I'hree  .^oiis  for  iiread.  two  for  iiulk,  and  three  for  cold  moat, 
kejii  iiie  fi  '111  dyinu  of  Jiun^er,  and  my  mind  in  a  state  of 
])eculiar  lucidity.  [  have  observed,  as  you  know,  the  wonder- 
ful elfcci-  produced  by  diet  upon  the  ima^dnatioii.  .My 
loiliriiiL's  co-t  me  three  sons  daily;  I  burnt  three  sons  more 
in  oil  at  niijht :  1  did  my  own  housework,  and  wore  flannel 
shirls  so  as  to  reduce  the  laumlros"  bill  to  two  sous  per  day. 
The  money  I  ^peiit  yearly  in  coal,  if  divided  up,  never  cost 
nioi'c  ilian  twn  smis  for  each  day.  I  had  three  year.s'  sup])ly 
of  elothiiiLT,  and  I  only  dressed  when  going  out  to  some  library 
or  pid)lie  lecture.  Those  o.\])enses,  all  to'd,  only  amounti'd  to 
eighteen  sous,  so  two  were  left  over  for  emergencies.  1  can- 
not n'collect.  during  that  long  period  of  ioil,  eitiier  crossing 
I  he  Pent  lies  .Vrts,  (U"  paying  for  water;  i  wi'iit  out  to  fetch  it 
ev(  ry  morning  from  the  fountain  in  tho  Place  Saint  Michel, 
at  tile  corner  of  the  IJiie  de  (ires.  Oh,  T  wore  my  ])overty 
pinudly.  A  man  urged  on  towards  a  fair  future  walks 
through  life  like  an  innocetit  person  to  his  death;  he  feels  no 
shame  abiint   it. 

"1  wmili!  lint  think  of  illness.  T,iko  .\(piilina.  T  faced  the 
liosjiital  iiiiiiuiit  I (  I' I'll r.  I  li.id  not  a  moment's  doubt  of  my 
health,  and  hi-ides.  iJic  poor  can  otdy  lake  to  their  beds  to 
d'e.     I  cut  my  own  hair  till  the  day  when  an  angel  of  love  and 
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kindness  .  .  .  But  I  do  not  wiiiit  to  anticipate  the  state 
of  tiiin.irs  tiiat  I  jliall  reach  later.  Vuii  inii.-l  .-imply  kudW 
that  1  lived  with  one  errand  tliouudit  for  a  iiiistros.  a  liream, 
an  illusion  wliicii  deceive.-;  as  al!  more  or  le.-s  at  tlr>t.  To-day 
I  laugh  at  myself,  al  that  self,  holy  pcrha|is  and  heroic,  which 
is  now  no  more.  I  have  since  had  a  dn-cr  view  ol  society  and 
the  world,  of  our  manners  and  cust<ims,  and  .-een  the  dauirers 
of  my  innocent  credulity  and  the  si;pertli;ous  nature  of  my 
fervent  toil.  Stores  of  that  sort  are  tjuite  useU'ss  to  aspirants 
for  fame.  Light  should  be  the  baggage  of  seekers  after 
fortune ! 

"Ambitious  men  spend  their  youth  in  rendering  themselves 
worthy  of  patronage;  it  is  their  gri'at  mi-take.  While  the 
foolish  creatures  are  laying  in  stores  of  knowledge  and  energy, 
so  that  they  shall  not  sink  under  the  weight  of  responsible 
posts  that  recede  from  them,  schemers  come  and  go  who  are 
wealthy  in  words  and  destitute  in  ideas,  astonish  the  ignorant, 
and  -'-ep  into  the  confidence  of  those  ulio  have  a  little 
know  ige.  While  the  first  kind  study,  the  second  inarch 
ahead;  tlie  one  sort  is  modest,  and  the  other  impudent;  the 
man  of  genius  is  silent  about  his  own  merits,  i)ut  these 
schemers  make  a  flourish  of  theirs,  and  they  are  bound  to 
get  on.  It  is  so  strongly  to  the  interest  of  men  in  oilice  to 
believe  in  ready-made  capacity,  and  in  brazen-faced  merit, 
that  it  is  downright  childish  of  the  learned  to  e.xpect  material 
rewards.  1  do  not  seek  to  paraphra.^e  the  commonplace 
moral,  the  song  of  songs  that  obscure  genius  is  for  ever  sing- 
ing; I  want  to  come,  in  a  logical  manner.  i)y  the  reason  of 
the  frecpient  successes  of  mediocrity.  .Mas !  study  shows  us 
such  a  mother's  kindness  that  it  would  be  a  sin  perhaps  to 
ask  any  other  reward  of  her  than  the  ]>nre  and  delightful 
pleasures  with  which  she  sustains  her  children. 

'"Often  I  remember  soaking  my  break  in  milk,  as  I  sat  by 
the  window  to  'tke  the  fresh  air;  while  my  eyes  wandere(l 
over  a  view  of  rooTs — l)r(»wn,  gray,  or  led.  -lated  or  tiled,  am' 
covered  with  yellow  or  green  ino-ses.  .\t  fir>t  the  prospeci 
may  have  seemed  monotonous,  but  1  very  soon  found  peculiar 
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boiUitit'S  in  it.  Sdiinniines  at  nijriit.  >troani«  nf  liirht  tlirnugh 
liiiil'-closcd  sliiitttTs  wiiiilil  liirlit  iif)  and  colur  the  dark  abv>ses 
of  this  straiiiTc  laiiilscapi'.  Snmctimcs  the  f('cl)l(>  liirlits  of 
till'  stroct  laiiijis  -i'lW  lip  yi'llnu-  Lfli'ams  tlinniirh  the  foe,  and 
in  t'ar'li  stnrt  diiiily  ouiliiu'd  llic  undulation^  of  a  (Towd  of 
roofs,  like  iiilluus  in  a  nintiunlcss  sim.  N'crv  occasionally, 
too,  a  face  appcarfd  in  this  irloomy  waste:  above  the  ilowers 
in  some  skyey  L^ard''!!  I  eauiiht  a  Ldimpse  of  an  old  woman's 
crooked  anirular  profile  as  she  watered  lier  nasturtiums;  or. 
in  a  crazy  attic  windnu.  a  youiiL:  irirl.  fancying  herself  (|uito 
nlnue  as  she  dres-eij  In  r-e|f — a  view  of  nothinj:  more  than  a 
fair  f(»rehead  and  lonjr  tresses  held  above  her  by  a  pretty  white 
arm. 

"I  liked,  to  see  the  >hort-lived  plant-life  in  the  cutters — 
poor  weeds  that  a  storm  soon  washed  away.  T  studied  tho 
mosses,  with  theii-  cdbirs  re\i\ed  by  showcr<,  or  transformed 
by  the  sun  into  a  brown  velvet  that  fitfully  eauixht  the  lijjht. 
Such  thiiiL's  as  these  formed  my  recreation,^ — the  passin<^ 
poetic  moods  of  dayliirht.  the  melancholy  mists,  sudden 
^deain<  of  sunliirht.  the  sibnice  and  the  mapic  of  nijrht,  the 
jnysterie-:  of  dawn,  the  smoke  wreaths  from  each  chininev; 
every  chance  event,  in  fact,  in  my  curious  world  became 
familiar  to  me.  f  came  to  love  this  prison  of  my  own 
ehoosinrr.  This  level  Parisian  |irairie  of  roofs,  beneath  which 
lay  populous  abysses,  suited  my  humor,  and  harnuinized  with 
my  thouLdifs. 

"Sudden  descents  into  the  world  from  the  divine  heiirht  of 
scientific-  meditation  are  very  e.xhaustintr ;  and,  besides,  I  had 
apprehended  |)erfcct!y  the  bare  life  of  the  cloister.  When 
I  made  uj)  my  mind  to  carry  out  thi-;  new  plan  of  life,  I 
looked  for  (piarters  in  the  most  out-of-thi^-wav  parts  of  Paris. 
One  eveiiinL',  as  I  returned  honte  to  the  Rue  des  Cordiers 
from  the  Place  de  KKstrapade,  T  saw  a  f;irl  of  fourteen  play- 
inir  with  a  battledore  at  the  <>orner  of  the  Rue  de  C'luny;  her 
win<ome  wa\s  anrl  lauL'hter  amused  the  neifrhbors. 
September  wa-  not  yet  over:  it  was  warm  and  fine,  so  that 
Women  sal  chatting  before  their  doors  as  if  it  were  a  fete-dav 
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in  poinp  cnurtrv  town.  At  first  I  watc  licil  the  clianniiijr  cx- 
prt'j^sidn  of  tlic  girFs  fact'  and  Iut  gracti'ul  altitiulcs,  lur  jhisc 
fit  for  a  paintor.  It  \vi:s  a  jirctty  sight.  1  l(">k''il  aljout  1110, 
seeking  to  luulerstand  tliis  iilitlic  j-imiiliiilv  in  the  iiiid.-i  of 
Paris,  and  saw  that  the  street  was  a  lilind  alley  aiul  htir  little 
frequented.  1  reinemhered  tlial  .lean  .laeiiues  had  oner  lived 
iiere.  and  looked  up  the  Hotel  Saint-<  >iienlin.  It,  dilajii- 
dated  condition  awakened  hopes  of  a  elieaj)  lod.ging,  and  I 
deterinined  to  enter. 

"I  found  myself  in  a  room  with  a  low  ceilinp:  the  eandles, 
in  elassic-looking  ooj)ptT  eand!e->ti(  k-.  were  set  in  a  row 
under  each  key.  The  ])redominating  eleanliness  ■,  f  the  room 
made  a  striking  contrast  to  the  ti.-iial  state  of  such  ]ilaccs. 
This  one  was  as  neat  as  a  hit  of  f/fiirr ;  there  was  a  ehanning 
trimness  al»out  the  hlue  coverlet,  the  cooking  pots  and  furni- 
ture. The  mistress  of  the  house  rose  and  caiiic  to  m(>.  Slie 
soomod  to  be  about  forty  years  of  age:  sorrows  had  left  their 
traces  on  her  features,  and  wi'cpiiig  had  dimmed  her  eyes. 
I  defen^ntially  mentioned  the  aiiunint  I  could  j)ay  ;  it  seemed 
(0  cause  hor  no  surprise:  she  sought  out  a  key  from  the  row, 
went  up  to  the  attics  witii  me,  and  showed  me  a  room  that 
looked  out  on  the  neighboring  roofs  and  courts:  long  poles 
with  linen  drying  on  them  hung  out  of  the  window. 

"Nothing  could  be  uglier  than  this  garret,  awaiting  its 
scholar,  with  its  dingy  yellow  walls  and  odor  of  pi>verty. 
The  roofing  fell  in  a  steep  slope,  and  the  sky  was  visil)lo 
through  chinks  in  the  tiles.  There  was  room  for  a  bid,  a 
table,  and  a  few  cbairs,  and  beneath  the  highest  point  of  the 
roof  my  piano  could  stand  \ot  being  rich  enough  to 
furnish  this  cage  (that  might  have  been  otie  of  the  Pinuihi 

of  Venice),  the  poor  woman  bad  never  I n  able  to  let  it; 

and  as  T  bad  saved  from  the  recent  sale  tlie  furniture  that 
was  in  a  fashion  ]i<'culiarly  mine.  I  very  -oon  came  to  terms 
with  my  landlady,  and  moved  in  on  the  folbovim:  day. 

"For  three  years  T  lived  in  tbi'^  airy  sepuiehre.  and  worked 
unflaggingly  day  and  nigbt  ;  and  so  irr'-at  v^as  the  pleasure 
that  study  seemed  to  me  the  fairest  theme  and  the  happiest 


^i 


88 


Tin:  M.\<;i(;  skin 


soliiti'iii  111'  life.  The  tr.iiHjiiiility  ;niil  pence  th;it  ;i  >choIar 
ni'Ofls  is  soTiicthinir  a~  -uirt  ami  exhilarating.'  as  love.  Un- 
speakalile  ji>\-  .ice  ^!l(l\^•e^el|  on  us  liv  the  exertion  of  our 
mental  faciiliii-:  {]]<■  qiie-t  of  ideas,  and  the  traiuiuil  eoa- 
tein[)laiinn  n^  know  lcil::e ;  deliLdits  inde<eriliali!e,  beeauso 
purely  iiitiUcctual  and  iiiipalpahle  to  our  >ense>.  So  we  are 
()lilij:ed  In  u-e  rnateri.i!  term.-  to  ex[i,-e-s  the  mysteries  of  the 
soul.  The  pleasure  of  .-trikini:  out  in  >ome  huiely  lake  of 
clear  v.alif.  uitli  f'ire-i-.  roek>.  and  llowers  around,  and  the 
soft  -tirrinu  of  ilic  warm  lii'ei  :'.e, — all  this  would  .i.Mve,to  those 
wiio  kiie\\  then.  not.  a  very  faint  idea  ni  the  exultation  with 
which  my  ~(>\\\  li:iihed  ii-e|f  in  the  heam-  i<['  an  unknown  li^dit, 
hearkened  to  the  avvfu!  and  uiKcrlain  void-  id'  in-piration,  a.'? 
vision  up'>n  vi-ion  pouted  from  ^ome  \iiiknown  source  through 
my  iliroliiiiuL'  hrain. 

"No  earthly  o ''asure  can  compare  witli  the  divine  delight 
of  watching  the  dawn  of  an  idea  in  the  space  (d'  alotractions 
as  it  risi'-  like  the  meiruini:  -un  :  an  iiiea  that,  hetter  s*il!.  at- 
tains gradually  like  a  ijuld  to  puherty  and  man's  c-tate.  Study 
lends  a  kind  of  enchantnu-nt  to  all  our  surnmndings.  The 
wretihed  i|r-k  covered  with  hrown  hather  at  which  I  wrote, 
niy  piano,  hed.and  armc  hair. the  odil  wall-pa])er  and  furniture 
pcemed  to  ha\e  fur  iiie  a  kind  of  life  in  them,  and  to  he 
liumlde  fih-nds  of  mitie  and  mute  partakers  of  m\'  de-titiv. 
How  often  ha\e  I  conlldeil  my  muiI  tt^  them  in  a  glance!  A 
warped  hit  of  heading  often  met  my  eyes,  aiul  sngge.-ted  new 
developments. — a  striking  proid'  of  mv  system,  or  a  fcliiitous 
Word  liy  which  to  render  my  all  hut  ine.xpres-ihk'  thought. 
Hy  sheer  contemplation  of  the  lhin^<  ahout  me  1  discerned 
an  cxpressioji  and  ;i  character  in  cadi.  If  the  settitig  sun 
haii[H  iicd  to  steal  in  through  my  narrow  window.  thc\  would 
take  new  colors,  fade  or  >hin",  grow  dull  or  gav,  and  always 
amaxc  nic  with  <ome  new  cll'cct.  The-e  trifling  iticideiits  of  a 
>oiiiar\  hfc.  which  c-cai"'  ilio-i'  preoccupied  with  outward 
atVair-.  make  the  -ohu'-  of  nri-^oners.  .Xnd  what  wa-  I  liiit 
the  capluc  i\\'  ati  iilca.  i ii;pr;-iuii'd  in  my  -yslcni,  hut  sus- 
tained aNo  li_\    tlie  pfM-jicit  of  a  hrilliant   future''     .\t  each 
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obstacle  ihat  I  ovcrciimc  I  sri'iiud  to  ki>s  the  soft  liaiids  of  a 
\V(jiiian  with  a  fair  fair,  a  wcaliliy.  well-ilri'^si'ii  woniaii,  who 
irhould  >ciuu'  (lay  >a_v  softly,  while  slie  caresseil  my  hair: 

"'Poor  aiijiel.  how  thou  ha-t  stiirei'edl' 

'■I  had  uiiderlakeii  two  ^'reat  w<M-ks — one  a  comedy  that 
in  a  very  short  time  must  hriujr  iw  wealtli  and  fame,  and  an 
enti-y  into  those  circles  whithrr  1  \vi>liiMl  to  return,  to  exercise 
the  royal  ]iriv;l(  ues  of  a  man  of  irenius.  You  all  saw  nothin;: 
in  that  nm.-tcTpicci'  hut  the  hluiide.-  of  a  youiitr  man  fre.-h 
from  colie,L'e,  a  habyi>h  thisco.  ^'oiir  Jokes  (iijipeil  the  win^'.-  of 
a  throiiix  of  illusions,  which  have  never  stirnd  ^ino'  within 
me.  ^'ou.  dear  fiuiile,  alon<'  brou^dit  soutiiini:  ti>  the  dcej) 
wounds  that  others  had  made  in  my  heart,  ^'ou  ahme  will 
admire  luy  'Theory  of  the  Will.'  1  H  votid  nin-t  nf  my  time 
to  that  lonp  work,  for  which  1  studieil  Oririital  laii.irua.ires, 
physiology  and  anatcuny.  If  1  do  not  decene  ni}M'lf.  my 
labors  will  comphte  tln'  task  iieirun  by  Me>mer.  Lavater,  Gall, 
and  Bichat.  and  o|>en  up  new  paths  in  .-science. 

"There  ends  that  fair  life  of  mine,  the  daily  >acriru'i\  the 
unrocopnized  silkworm's  toil,  that  is.  perhaps,  its  own  -oio 
recompense.  Since  attainin<r  years  of  discretion,  until  the 
day  when  I  finished  my  'Theory.'  1  ob.-erved,  Ic.irned.  wrote, 
and  read  nnintermittinirly :  my  life  was  one  bim,'  imposition, 
as  schoolhovs  ,-ay.  Thoujzh  by  naluie  ell'eminatvly  attached 
to  Oriental  indolence,  sensual  in  tastes,  and  a  wooer  of 
dreams,  I  worked  incessantly,  and  n-fu-ed  to  taste  any  of  the 
enjoyments  of  Parisian  lift'.  'l'hon;.:li  a  irlutton.  I  became 
abstemious;  and  loving'  exercise  and  sea  voya^res  as  i  did, 
and  haunted  by  the  wish  to  visit  many  countries,  still  child 
enouirh  to  play  at  ducks  and  drakes  v.iih  pebbles  over  a  jtoiid. 
1  led  a  sedentary  life  with  a  pen  in  my  luiLrers.  1  liked  talk- 
ing, but  I  went  to  sir  and  mutely  li-teii  to  professors  who 
^ave  pui)!ie  lectures  at  the  /iihliolhri/iK  "v  the  Museum.  1 
slept  upon  niv  solitary  pallet  like  a  1m  iiedictine  l)rother. 
thoujrh  woman  was  my  one  chimera.  .:  chimera  tliat  ileil  from 
me  as  1  wooed  ill  In  >hort.  my  life  ba^  been  a  cr\iel  contra- 
diction, a  perpetual  cheat.     After  that,  judge  a  man! 
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"Sniiii'tiinc-  iiiv  iiMtiir;:!  |iri'pfii--ilics  lirokf  out  liko  a  fire 
Innj.'  siiiotlitTfi!.  1  u,!-  ilr!i;irrc(l  frnin  llir  woincii  ulio-c  sn- 
ciclv  f  (If-iiTil.  .-triji!»''l  i>(  rv(  rvihiiii:  niid  lodj.'oci  in  iiii 
arti>t">  L'arn't.  mul  liv  a  -nv\  of  inira;^!'  nr  calcntun'  1  \va>  <iir- 
rouinlcd  li\  i;i|itiv:ilini:"  nii-In-- c-.  I  drove  ilimuLdi  the 
stri'ct,-  of  l'ari>,  lolliiii:  oii  ilic  -oft  <u>hion<  of  u  fine  ciiuipa.m'. 
I  pluiijrcd  into  di>-iiiation.  mto  currodiii;:  \ict'.  I  desired  and 
posso-ed  ever\  thiiiir.  ("V  i'a-iiu^  had  made  me  li^ditdieaded 
liko  the  tempted  Saint  Anllionv.  Slinnlier.  hapjiily.  woidd  put 
an  end  at  la>t  to  ilnse  deva-talin^'  tfanees  ;  and  on  the  mori'ow 
science  would  iieckoii  me,  -iniHii!,'.  and  I  was  faiiiiful  to  Iter. 
I  iniaLdne  that  women  reputed  virtuous,  must  often  fall  a 
prev  to  the<e  in>ane  tempests  of  de>ire  and  passion,  which 
rise  in  us  in  -pile  of  ourselves.  Such  dreams  have  a  charm 
of  their  own  :  they  are  -omeihin.i:  akin  to  cveninf:  ^'ossip  round 
the  winter  (ire.  wlieii  one  -ets  out  for  some  voya;re  in  China. 
But  what  iiecomes  of  virtue  duriuir  these  delicious  c.\ciirsionp, 
when   f:iuc\'  overleap-  all  ditlleulties? 

"l)urini;'  the  fir-i  ten  montlis  of  seclusion  I  led  the  life  of 
poverty  and  -olittide  tliat  I  liavo  descrilied  to  you;  T  used  to 
steal  out  unoliserved  every  inondnL'  to  huy  my  own  provisions 
for  the  day:  1  tidied  my  room:  I  was  at  once  master  and 
servant,  and  plaved  the  Dio^'eiies  with  incredilde  spirit.  But 
afterwards,  while  my  ho-ie>-  and  her  dauirhter  watched  mv 
ways  and  lie!ia\'ior.  >crutinixed  my  appearani-e  ainl  diviiK^d  mv 
poverty,  there  could  not  l)Ut  he  some  l)onds  hotween  us;  por- 
liaj)s  hecaux'  they  were  themselves  so  very  poor.  Pauline, 
the  eharunni.''  child,  wlio^e  lati-nt  and  unconscious  in'ace  had, 
in  a  manner.  i>rouirlit  me  there,  did  me  nuiny  services  that  I 
could  not  well  refuse.  All  women  fallen  on  evil  davs  are  sis- 
ter-:  they  speak  a  common  lantruniie:  they  have  the  same 
L'euei'o-ity — tile  ^^'Uero-ity  that  posses-e<  ni;thinL'.  and  so  is 
!a\i-h  of  its  alTection.  of  its  time,  and  of  ils  very  self. 

"Imperceptitily  Pauline  took  mo  under  her  protection,  and 
would  do  thimrs  for  me.  Xo  kind  of  ohjectiiui  was  made  bv 
her  mother,  whom  I  even  surprisi'd  mendiuir  mv  linen:  she 
Mu-hi'd  f.'!-  liic  eharit.'ilili  nii-nnat inii.  lu  siMte  of  itivsolf. 
they  too!<  chai\L;('  of  me.  .md   I  accepted  their  services. 
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"In  nnlor  to  iindiTstiiiid  tlic  jHTuliiir  cnnilii  inn  <il"  my  iiiiinl. 
niv  preoociipatinn  wit'u  work  iiui-t  ln'  rciiu'iiilM'nd,  tlic 
tyriinnv  of  ideas,  nnd  the  iii-tinctivc  npu-iM'icc  that  a  man 
who  leads  an  inti-lU'ctiial  lifr  mii>t  ever  i'rrl  l'(ir  tlic  material 
details  ol"  existence.  Couhl  I  wt-ll  re]>iil-e  tlie  d^'lieate  atten- 
tions of  Pauline,  who  wo\ild  noiselessly  l.rin;,^  me  my  I'rn'ral 
repast,  when  she  noticfil  that  1  had  taken  nnihiiiir  for  seven 
or  ei^rht  hours?  She  had  the  tact  of  a  woman  and  liic  inven- 
tiveness of  a  child;  she  would  smile  as  she  made  si<.'n  to  me 
that  1  must  not  see  her.  Ariel  irlided  under  my  root  in  the 
form  of  a  sylph  who  foresaw  every  want  (d'  mine. 

"One  evening:  Pauline  told  me  lier  story  with  toueliin,!:^ 
simplifity.  Her  father  had  heen  a  major  in  the  horse  jrrena- 
diers  of  the  Imperial  <rinird.  He  had  heen  tak'Ti  pri:-oner  by 
the  Cossack?,  at  the  passa^^e  of  the  Beresina  :  and  when  Na- 
poleon later  on  proposed  an  e\chani:i'.  the  Hussiaii  authorities 
made  search  for  him  in  Siberia  in  vain;  ho  had  escaped  with 
a  view  of  reaching  India,  and  since  then  Mme.  (iaudin.  my 
landlady,  could  hear  no  news  of  her  husband.  Then  came 
the  disasters  of  1814  and  1815;  and.  left  alone  and  without 
resource,  she  had  decided  to  let  furnished  lod^in^rs  in  order 
to  keep  herself  and  her  dau_<:hter. 

"She  always  hoped  to  see  her  husl)and  aj:ain.  Her  greatest 
trouhU'  was  about  her  daughter's  t'chicalion;  the  Princess 
Borghese  was  her  Pauline's  godmother:  and  i^iuline  nnist 
not  be  unworthy  of  the  fair  future  p''omi-ed  i>y  her  imperial 
protectress.  When  Mme.  (iaudin  confided  to  nie  this  heavy 
trouble  that  preyed  upon  her,  she  said.  \\\\h  sharp  pain  in  luT 
voice.  'I  would  give  up  the  property  and  the  scrap  of  pa[ier 
that  makes  Gaudin  a  baron  of  the  eni]iire.  and  all  our  rights 
to  the  endowment  of  Wistchnau.  if  oidy  Pauline  could  be 
brought  u[)  at  Saint-Denis  I'  Her  words  struck  me;  now  I 
could  show  my  gratitude  for  the  kindnes-cs  expended  on  nu^ 
by  the  two  women;  all  at  once  the  idea  of  offering  to  fini-h 
Pauline's  education  occurred  to  me;  and  the  olfcr  was  made 
and  accepted  in  the  mo-(  perfect  simplicity.  In  this  way  I 
came  to  have  some  hours  of  recreation.     Pauline  had  natural 
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apiKiulc:  she  IcnnuHl  -o  (|iii(kl\.  tluit  -lu'  >nnn  siirpa-M'd  mo 
iit  tlu-  piano.  As  slit-  lnciiiii''  nccn-tniiicil  to  \h\uk  .iloml  in 
niy  pn'M'iicc.  slir  unfnldi  d  all  llic  ,-u.tI  rflinrincnts  of  a  iicart 
that  was  npcnin;:  itxit'  "Ut  to  lifr.  ;;>  soiin'  tiowcr-ciip  opens 
slowly  to  tile  sun.  .S|u'  li^tiiH'd  to  me.  pii  asid  unil  tlioui,'h;l'iil. 
letting'  licr  dark  velvet  eves  rest  upon  me  with  a  half  smile  in 
them;  she  re|)eate(l  her  lessons  in  soft  and  ircntle  tones,  and 
phowod  chihlisli  trlee  when  I  was  si;tisfied  with  her.  Her 
mother  jrrew  more  and  more  anxious  every  day  to  shield  the 
ynuni:  ;:irl  from  every  danirer  (for  all  tiie  heauty  jironiised  in 
early  life  was  ilevelopini:  in  the  ereseent  moon),  and  was  jrlad 
to  see  her  -|ien(l  ulmle  d;iys  indoors  in  study.  My  piano  was 
the  only  (uie  she  eould  use.  and  while  J  was  out  slie  practised 
on  it.  \\  lirii  I  eame  home.  I'auline  would  be  in  my  room,  in 
her  'hahiiy  drtss.  hut  her  sli^ditest  movement  revealed  her 
slender  flLMire  in  its  attractive  <:raee,  in  spite  of  the  coarse 
materials  that  she  wore.  As  with  the  hercMni'  of  the  fahio  of 
'I'caii-d'Aiir.'  a  dainty  foot  peeped  out  of  the  clumsy  shoes. 
Hut  all  iier  wealth  of  jrirlish  heauty  was  as  lost  upon  me.  I 
had  laid  eomniamls  upon  myself  to  see  a  sister  only  in 
ranline.  I  dreaded  lest  I  should  hotray  h(>r  mothers  faith  in 
me.  1  admired  the  lovely  i.rirl  as  if  she  had  heen  a  picture,  or 
as  the  ])ortrait  of  a  dead  mistress;  she  was  at  once  my  child 
and  my  statue.  For  me.  anotluT  I'yirmalion.  the  maiden  with 
the  hues  of  life  and  the  livini,'-  voice  was  to  hecome  a  form  of 
inanimate  marhle.  I  was  very  strict  with  her,  but  the  more 
I  made  Iut  feel  my  pedago>rue's  severity,  the  more  gentle  and 
submissive  she  grew. 

"If  a  irenerous  feeling  strengthened  mo  in  my  reserve  and 
self-restraint,  prudent  considerations  were  not  lackinir  beside. 
Integrity  of  purpose  cann,.t.  I  think,  fail  to  accompanv  in- 
tegrity in  money  matters.  To  my  mind,  to  become  insolvent 
or  to  betray  a  woman  is  the  same  sort  of  thing,  [f  you  love 
a  young  girl,  or  allow  yourself  to  be  beloved  bv  !ier,  a  con- 
tract is  implied,  and  its  eondilions  should  be  thormighlv  un- 
dersl."  1.  We  .iri'  free  to  break  with  the  woman  who  sells 
horse!!.  L'u!  !'.(!t  will!  tie.'  young  girl  wh.o  h-,:.;  give!',  lierself  to 
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us  and  docs  not  know  tlio  extent  of  her  sacrifice.  I  must  liavc 
married  I'iUiline,  and  that  wmild  liave  iieen  madiuss.  Would 
it  not  have  f^iven  over  tiiat  sweet  jrirlisli  heart  lu  terrihli.'  mis- 
fortunes? My  poverty  made  its  scllisli  voice  iieard.  and  set 
an  iron  l)arrier  hetween  that  ^'enllf  nature  and  mine.  Be- 
sides, I  am  asliained  to  say,  that  1  cannot  imaj^inc  h.ve  in  the 
midst  of  poverty.  Perhaps  this  is  a  vitiation  due  to  that 
malady  of  mankind  called  civilization;  hut  a  woman  in 
sipialid  poverty  would  e.vert  no  fascination  over  me,  were  she 
attractive  as  Homer's  (ialatea.  the  fair  Helen. 

"Ah,  vive  I'amvur!  But  let  it  hi'  in  <ilk  and  cashmere,  sur- 
rounded with  the  lu.xury  which  so  marvelously  embellishes 
it;  for  is  it  not  perhaps  itself  a  luxury?  I  enjoy  making 
havoc  with  an  elaborate  erection  of  scented  hair;  1  like  to 
crush  flowers,  to  disarrange  and  crease  a  smart  toilette  at 
will.  A  bizarre  attraction  lies  for  me  in  burning  eyes  that 
blaze  through  a  lace  veil,  like  ilame  through  cannon  smoke. 
My  way  of  love  would  be  to  mount  by  a  silken  ladder,  in  the 
silence  of  a  winter  night.  And  what  bliss  to  reach,  all  pow- 
dered with  snow,  a  perfumed  room,  with  hangings  of  painted 
silk,  to  find  a  woman  there,  who  likewise  shakes  away  the  snow 
from  her;  for  what  other  name  can  be  found  for  the  white 
muslin  wrappings  that  vaguely  define  her,  like  some  angel 
form  issuing  from  a  cloud!  And  then  1  wish  for  furtive 
joys,  for  the  security  of  audacity.  I  want  to  see  once  more 
that  woman  of  mystery,  but  let  it  be  in  the  throng,  dazzling, 
unapproachable,  adored  on  all  sides,  dressed  in  laces  :ind 
ablaze  with  diamonds,  laying  her  commands  upon  every  one ; 
60  exalted  above  us,  that  she  inspires  awe,  and  none  dares  to 
pay  his  homage  to  her. 

"She  gives  me  a  stolen  glance,  amid  lier  court,  a  look  that 
exposes  the  unreality  of  all  this;  that  resigns  for  me  the 
world  and  all  men  in  it !  Truly  I  have  scorned  myself  for  a 
passion  for  a  few  yards  of  lace,  velvet,  and  tine  lawn,  and  the 
iiairdresserV  feats  of  skill ;  a  love  of  wax-lights,  a  carriage 
and  a  title,  a  heraldic  coronet  painted  on  window  panes,  or  en- 
graved by  a  jeweler:  in  short,  a  liking  for  all  that  is  adven- 
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titious  and  Icnst  woman  in  woman.  I  havo  scorned  and 
reasoned  with  iiiy<('lf,  hut  all  in  vain. 

"A  woman  of  rank  with  her  sui)tlt»  smilo,  hor  !ii;,'h-l)orn 
air,  and  sflf-cstccm  capiivatts  me.  Tlu'  harriers  she  erects 
between  herself  and  tlic  world  waken  my  vanity,  a  jrood  half 
of  love.  There  would  he  more  relish  for  me  in  hiiss  that  all 
others  envied.  If  my  mistress  doe.s  nothing  that  other  women 
do,  and  neither  lives  nor  conducts  herself  like  them,  wears  a 
cloak  that  they  cannot  attain,  breathes  a  perfume  of  her  own, 
then  she  seems  to  rise  far  above  me.  The  further  she  rises 
from  earth,  even  in  the  earthiicr  aspects  of  love,  the  fairer 
Bhe  becomes  for  me. 

"Luckily  for  me  we  have  had  no  queen  in  France  these 
twenty  year«,  for  I  shonM  have  fallen  in  love  with  her.  A 
woman  must  l)e  wealthy  to  adjuire  the  manners  of  a  princess. 
What  ])lace  had  Pauline  among  these  far-fetched  imajrininps? 
Could  slie  brin<x  me  the  love  that  is  death,  that  brintrs  every 
faculty  into  play,  the  nights  that  are  paid  for  bv  life?  We 
hardly  di(\  I  think,  for  an  insignificant  girl  who  gives  herself 
to  us:  and  I  could  never  extinguish  these  feelings  and  poet's 
dreams  within  me.  I  was  born  for  an  inaccessible  love,  and 
fortune  has  overtopped  my  desire. 

"IIow  often  have  I  set  satin  shoes  on  Pauline's  tiny  feet, 
confined  her  form,  slender  as  a  young  poplar,  in  a  robe  of 
gauze,  and  thrown  a  loose  scarf  about  her  as  I  saw  her  tread 
the  carpets  in  her  mansion  and  led  her  out  to  her  splendid 
carriage  I  In  such  guise  i  should  have  adored  her.  I  en- 
dowed her  with  all  the  pride  she  lacked,  stripped  her  of  her 
virtues,  her  natural  simple  charm,  and  frank  smile,  in  order 
to  plunge  her  heart  in  our  Styx  of  depravity  that  makes  in- 
vulnerable, load  her  with  our  crimes,  make  of  her  the  fantas- 
tical doll  of  our  drawing-rooms,  the  frail  being  who  lies  abed 
in  tb.c  morning  and  conies  to  life  again  at  night  with  the 
dawn  of  tapers.  Pauline  was  fresh-hearted  and  affectionate — 
I  would  have  bad  her  cold  and  formal. 

'•'In  the  last  days  of  my  frantic  folly,  memorv  hroug'it 
Pauline  before  me,  as  it  brings  the  scenes  of  uar  childhood. 
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nrul  mado  mo  pauso  to  ntuse  over  past  delicious  monionts  that 
M)ftoiU'd  my  heart  I  sonn  timf"*  saw  her.  the  adorable  ^'irl 
who  sat  (iiiielly  sewinjr  at  my  tal'e,  wrapped  in  h.T  medita- 
tions; the  faint  light  fmm  my  wuidow  fell  upon  her  ami  was 
refle''ted  back  in  silvery  rays  from  her  thick  lilack  hair;  some- 
times I  heard  her  younf:  laiijrliter.  r.r  the  rich  tont-s  of  her 
voice  si'-.ging  some  canzonet  that  she  composed  witlnMit  ctTort. 
And  often  my  Pnuline  seemed  to  grow  greater,  as  iniisie 
flowed  from  lb  ,  and  her  face  bore  a  striking'  reseuiMante  to 
the  nohle  one  that  Carlo  Dolci  chose  for  the  type  of  Italy. 
My  cruel  memory  hrougiit  her  hack  athwart  the  (iissipatit)ns 
of  my  existence,  like  a  remorse,  or  u  symbol  of  purity.  Hut 
let  us  leave  the  poor  child  to  her  own  fate.  Whatever  her 
trouble.-  may  have  brcn,  at  any  raio  I  protected  her  from  a 
menacing  tempest — I  did  not  drag  her  down  into  my  hell. 

'Tntil  last  winter  I  led  the  uneventful  studious  life  of 
which  1  have  given  you  some  faint  picture.  In  the  earliest 
days  of  December  1820.  I  came  across  Hastignac.  who,  in 
spite  of  the  shabl)y  condition  of  my  wardrobe,  linked  his  arm 
in  mine,  and  incpiired  into  my  affairs  wi  a  a  quite  brotherly 
interest.  Caught  by  his  engaging  manner,  I  ivo  him  a 
brief  account  of  my  life  and  hopes;  he  began  to  laugh,  ami 
treated  me  as  a  mixture  of  a  man  of  genius  -nd  a  fnnl.  His 
Gascon  accent  and  knowledge  of  the  world.  "  easy  lifi'  his 
clever  management  procured  for  him.  all  produced  an  irre- 
sistible effect  upon  me.  I  should  die  an  unrecognized  failure 
in  a  hospital,  Rastignac  said,  and  be  buried  in  a  paujMT's 
grave.  He  talked  of  charlatanism.  Every  mai;  of  genius  was 
a  charlatan,  he  plainly  showed  me  in  that  pleasant  way  of 
his  that  makes  tiim  so  fascinating.  He  insisted  that  I  must 
be  out  of  my  senses,  and  \\(  Id  be  my  own  death,  if  I  lived 
on  alone  in  the  Rue  des  Cordicrs.  .\ccording  to  him,  I  e  igl-.t 
to  go  into  society,  to  accustom  peniije  to  the  sound  of  my 
name,  and  to  rid  myself  of  the  simple  title  '>f  'monsieur' 
which  sits  but  ill  on  a  greit  man  in  hi^  'ifetiriif. 

"'Those  who  know  no  i  "ter,'  he  cried  'call  this  sort  of 
business  scheming,  and  moral  people  condemn  it  for  a  "dis- 
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bipatf'il  lift'."  We  iii'cd  noi  -i()|i  I.)  look  at  ulint  [ii'(.|il(>  flunk, 
hut  st<>  the  results,  ^dii  work,  you  '.ly?  \'itv  piixl.  hut 
nnthiiiLT  will  ever  rnrur  of  that.  Now.  I  atu  rcailv  for  aiiv- 
tliin;:  and  (it  for  iiolhinj:.  As  lazy  a>  a  loh-tcr!'  X'cry  likfly, 
hut  I  succcid  ivcryw  hiTf.  \  pi  out  into  socioty.  I  pu.«li  my- 
self foruanl,  I  lie  others  make  wji\  hefore  nie ;  I  hra;:  ami  inn 
helieveil;  I  inmrdelils  which  someliody  else  pavsl  Dissipa- 
tion.  dear  hoy.  is  a  imtiiodicMl  policy.  The  life  of  a  man 
wiio  deliheralely  runs  throu^di  his  fortune  often  hcconies  a 
husiness  s|ieculation  :  his  friend-;,  his  plea-ures.  patrons,  and 
ac(|iiainlances  are  his  capital.  Suppose  a  merchant  runs  a 
risk  of  a  million,  for  twenty  years  he  can  neither  sleep,  oat, 
nor  amuse  him-elf;  he  is  hroodin^  over  his  million;  it  makes 
him  run  ai)out  all  over  Kurope;  he  worries  himself,  px'S  to 
the  devil  in  every  way  that  man  has  invented.  Then  eomes  a 
liquidation,  such  as  I  have  setMi  myself,  which  verv  often 
leaves  him  penniless  and  without  a  reputation  or  a  friend. 
The  spendthrift,  on  the  other  hand,  takes  life  as  a  .«eriou3 
pame,  and  .>;ees  his  horse-;  run.  He  loses  his  capital,  perhaps, 
hut  he  stands  a  chance  of  heini,'  nominated  Heceiver-General, 
of  makint;  a  wealthy  marriap',  or  of  an  a[>[)ointnient  of  at- 
tache to  a  minister  or  aiid)assador ;  and  he  has  his  friends 
left  and  his  name,  and  he  never  wants  money.  He  knows  tho 
standing'  of  everyhody,  and  uses  every  one  for  his  own  henefit. 
Is  this  lojxical.  or  am  I  a  mailman  after  all?  Haven't  you 
there  all  the  moral  of  the  comedy  that  pies  on  every  dav  in 
this  world?  .  .  .  Your  work  is  completed.'  he  went  on 
after  a  f-ause;  'you  are  immensely  clever!  Well,  you  have 
only  arrived  at  my  startinir-point.  Xow,  you  had  hetter  look 
after  its  success  yourself;  it  is  the  surest  way.  You  will  make 
allie-j  in  every  eliipie.  and  secure  applause  heforehand.  1  mean 
to  pi  halves  in  your  ^dory  myself;  1  shall  he  the  jeweler  who 
.set  the  diamonds  in  your  erown.  Come  here  to-morrow  even-  . 
in;:,  hy  wav  of  a  heirinnini:.  I  will  introduce  you  to  a  house 
where  all  Paris  ;:oes.  all  mir  Paris,  that  is— the  Paris  of  ex- 
quisites, millionaires,  cclehrities.  all  the  folk  who  talk  pild 
like  Chrysostum.    When  they  have  taken  up  a  hook,  that  hook 


i'.ii'f ;/  .-P  JH--Y?!?vassf 


^i«?Tv 


fij:^^:''¥'0  Ji 


mMX^riMVikMt^' 


A  WOMAN'  Wnnol  T  A   UKAUT 


07 


beconiPf*  tin-  fa-Iiidn  :  and  if  it  i-  -Diin'tliiiiL'  rfiilly  ^(ooil  for 
oni'r.  Ilifv  will  hiivc  ilc'laivd  it  tn  l.f  a  work  nf  ::riim>  without 
knowiii;,'  it.  If  you  luivf  any  sfii.-f,  my  dfar  fellow,  -/on  wi':i 
onsiure  tlic  tiiicct's-i  of  your  "Tiifory,"  liy  a  ixttrr  iiiidiTsland- 
inj;  of  tilt'  theory  of  sikccss.  To-morrow  <'\rniiiL'  you  >liall 
go  to  see  that  queen  of  tlie  i.ioment-the  iieautiful  Cnuiiless 
Fcedora.     .     .     .' 

"'I  have  never  lieanl  of  her.     .     .     .' 

" 'Vou  Hottt'utot  I'  lau^rhed  Wasticnae;  'ynti  do  not  know 
Fn-dora?'  A  <rreat  match  with  an  income  of  nearly  ei;.'hty 
thousand  livres,  who  has  taken  a  fancy  to  noKody.  or  else  no 
one  has  taken  a  fancy  to  her.  .\  sort  of  feminine  eni^'ma.  a 
half  Hussian  Parisicnne,  or  a  half  Parisian  Uu-siat\.  .Ml  the 
romantic  productions  that  never  jret  pulili-lied  are  hnni^'ht 
out  at  her  house;  she  is  the  hand>omc-;t  woman  in  Pans,  and 
the  most  gracious!  Vou  are  not  even  a  llotteiitet  ;  you  are 
Bomothinp  hetween  the  Hottentot  ami  the  heast.  .  .  . 
Good-hye  till  to-morrow.' 

"He  swung  round  on  his  heel  and  made  off  without  waiting 
for  mv  answer.  It  never  occurred  to  him  that  a  reasoning 
being  could  refuse  an  introduction  to  Fipdora.  How  can  the 
fascination  of  a  name  he  explained?  F<i:i)()i!\  haunted  me 
like  some  evil  thought,  with  wliich  you  seek  to  come  to  terms. 
A  voice  said  in  me,  *Vou  are  going  to  see  Fredora  I'  In  vain 
I  reasoned  with  that  voice,  saying  that  it  lied  to  me;  all  my 
arguments  were  defeat(-d  hy  the  name  MMfdora."  Was  not  the 
name,  and  even  the  woman  herself,  the  symbol  of  all  my  de- 
sires, and  the  object  of  my  life? 

"The  name  called  up  recollections  of  the  conventional  glit- 
ter of  the  world,  the  up]>er  worM  of  Paris  with  it^  hrilliant 
fetes  and  the  tinsel  of  its  vanities.  The  woman  hroiight  he- 
fore  me  all  the  problems  of  passion  on  which  my  mind  con- 
tiniiallv  ran.  Perhaps  it  was  neitlier  the  woman  nor  llie  name, 
but  my  own  propensities,  that  >|  ranu'  up  within  me  and 
tempted  me  afresh.  Here  was  the  ('i.nnte-;s  Fiedora.  rich 
and  loveless,  proof  against  the  temptatiniw  of  Paris;  was  not 
this  woman  the  very   ini'arnation  of   mv   hones  anil    visions? 
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T  fanhionod  her  for  mysolf,  drew  her  in  fancy,  and  dreamed 
of  lier.  I  foiild  not  sloop  that  nipht ;  I  bocamo  her  lover,  I 
overljriniinod  a  few  liours  with  a  whole  lifetime — a  lover's 
lifetinio:  tlic  oxporionoo  of  its  prolific  delights  burned  me. 

"The  next  day  T  could  not  bear  the  tortures  of  delay;  I 
borrowed  a  novo),  and  spent  the  whole  day  over  it,  so  that  I 
could  not  ])(>ssibly  tliii.A  nor  keep  account  of  the  tiuio  till 
nii:ht.  Fd-dora's  name  echoed  through  me  even  as  I  read, 
but  only  as  a  distant  sound;  though  it  could  be  heard,  it  was 
not  troulilcsomt'.  Fortunately,  I  owned  a  fairly  creditable 
black  coMt  and  a  white  waistcoat ;  of  all  my  fortune  there  now 
roiiiaincd  nhout  thirty  francs,  which  I  had  distributed  about 
amnnj:  my  clothes  and  in  my  drawers,  so  as  to  erect  between 
my  wliinis  and  the  spending  of  a  five-franc  piece  a  thorny 
barrier  of  search,  and  an  adventurous  peregrination  round 
my  room.  While  I  was  dressing,  I  dived  about  for  my  money 
in  an  ocean  of  papers.  This  scarcity  of  specie  will  give  you 
some  iilca  of  the  value  of  that  squandered  upon  gloves  and 
cab-hire:  a  month's  broad  disappeared  at  one  fell  swoop. 
Alas!  money  is  always  forthcoming  for  our  caprices;  we  only 
gnidirc  tlie  cf)st  of  things  that  are  useful  or  necessary.  We 
recklcvsly  fling  gold  to  an  opera-dancer,  and  haggle  with  a 
tradesman  whose  hungry  family  must  wait  for  the  settlement 
of  our  bill.  How  many  men  are  there  that  wear  a  coat  that 
cost  a  hundred  francs,  and  carr>  a  diamond  in  the  head  of 
thi'ir  cane,  and  dine  for  twenty-five  sons  for  all  that!  It 
seems  MS  though  we  could  never  pay  enough  for  the  pleasures 
of  vanity. 

"Rastignac.  punctual  to  his  appointment,  smiled  at  the 
transformation,  and  joked  about  it.  On  the  way  he  gave  me 
benevolent  advice  as  to  my  conduct  with  the  countess :  he  de- 
scribed her  as  mean.  vain,  and  suspicious;  but  though  mean, 
she  was  ostentatious,  her  vanity  was  transparent,  and  her  mis- 
trust L'ond-hnmnred. 

"  'Yon  know  T  am  pledged,'  he  said,  'and  what  T  should 
lose,  loo.  if  1  tried  a  change  in  love.  So  my  ob.servation  of 
Fa>dura  has  been  ijuite  cool  and  disinterested,  and  my  remarks 
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m  ist  ive  some  truth  in  them.  I  was  looking  to  your  future 
wli<'i  i  thought  of  introducing  you  to  her;  .-o  niiini  vory  care- 
fully what  I  am  about  to  say.  She  has  a  terrible  memory. 
She  is  clever  enough  to  drive  a  diplomatist  wild ;  she  would 
know  it  at  once  if  he  spoke  the  truth.  Between  ourselves,  I 
fancy  that  her  marriage  was  not  recognized  by  the  Emperor, 
for  the  Russian  ambassador  began  to  smile  when  I  spoke  of 
her;  he  does  not  receive  her  either,  and  only  bows  very  coolly 
if  he  meets  her  in  the  Bois.  For  all  that,  she  is  in  Madame 
de  Serizy's  set,  and  visits  Mesdames  de  Xucingcn  and  do 
Restaud.  There  is  no  cloud  over  her  here  in  France;  the 
Duchesse  de  Carigliano,  the  most  strait-laced  niarechale  in 
the  whole  Bonapartist  coterie,  often  goes  to  spend  the  sum- 
mer with  her  at  her  country  house.  Plenty  of  young  fops, 
sons  of  peers  of  France,  have  offered  her  a  title  in  exchange 
for  her  fortune,  and  she  has  politely  declined  them  all.  Her 
susceptibilities,  maybe,  are  not  to  be  touched  by  anything 
less  than  a  count.  Aren't  you  a  marquis?  Go  ahead  if  you 
fancy  her.  This  is  what  you  may  call  receiving  your  instruc- 
tions.* 

"His  raillery  made  me  think  that  Rastignac  wished  to 
joke  and  excite  my  curiosity,  so  that  I  was  in  a  paroxysm  of 
my  extemporized  passion  by  the  time  that  we  stopped  before 
a  peristyle  full  of  flowers.  My  heart  beat  and  my  color  rose 
as  we  went  up  the  great  carpeted  staircase,  and  I  noticed 
about  me  all  the  studied  refinements  of  English  comfort  ;T  was 
infatuatedly  bourgeois;  I  forgot  my  origin  and  all  my  per- 
sonal and  family  pride.  Alas !  I  had  but  just  left  a  garret, 
after  three  years  of  poverty,  and  I  could  not  just  then  sot  the 
treasures  there  acquired  above  such  trifles  as  these.  Xor 
could  I  rightly  estimate  the  worth  of  the  vast  intellectual 
capital  which  turns  to  riches  at  the  moment  whim  oppor- 
tunity comes  within  our  reach,  opportunity  that  does  not 
overwhelm,  because  study  has  prepared  us  for  the  struggles  of 
public  life. 

"I  found  a  woman  of  about  twenty-two  years  of  age ;  she 
was  of  average  height,  was  dressed  in  white,  and  held  a  feather 
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fire-.,cropn  in  her  hand:  a  pronp  of  men  stood  around  her. 
Sh(>  rose  at  the  si^'lit  of  i{;i~ti,i:nac.  and  canie  towards  us  with 
a  gracious  smile  and  a  inusically-uttered  eoiiipliiuent.  pre- 
pared no  doubt  beforehand,  for  me.  (Jur  friend  had  spoken 
of  me  as  a  risinji  man.  and  his  clever  way  of  niakinj,'  tht»  most 
of  nie  had  jjrocurcd  rue  this  flatterinij  reception.  1  was  con- 
fused by  the  attention  that  every  one  pai(l  to  me;  l)ut  i{as- 
tipnae  had  luckily  nicntioiicd  my  modesty.  I  was  brouglr 
in  contact  with  scholars,  men  of  letters,  ex-ministers,  and 
peers  of  France.  'I'h"  conversation,  interrupted  a  wliile  l)y 
my  coming,  was  resumed.  1  took  conrajre.  feelinp  that  I  had 
a  reputation  to  maintain,  and  without  abusing  my  ])rivilej;e, 
1  spoke  when  it  fell  to  me  to  speak,  trying  to  state  the  (jues- 
tions  at  i.-sue  in  words  more  or  less  profound,  witty  or  trench- 
ant, and  I  nuule  a  certain  sensation.  Hastignac  was  a  prophet 
for  the  thou,«andth  time  in  his  life  As  soon  as  the  gather- 
ing was  large  enough  to  restore  freedom  to  individuals,  he 
took  my  arm,  and  we  went  round  the  rooms. 

"'Don't  look  as  if  you  were  too  much  struck  by  the 
princess."  he  said,  'or  she  will  guess  your  object  in  coming 
to  visit  her.' 

"The  rooms  were  furnished  in  excellent  taste.  Each  apart- 
ment had  a  character  of  its  own,  as  in  wealthy  Knglish  houses; 
and  the  siiken  hangings,  the  style  of  the  furniture,  and  the 
ornaments,  even  the  most  trilling,  were  all  subordinated  to 
the  original  idea.  In  a  gothic  Ixnidoir  the  doors  were  con- 
cealed by  tapestried  curtains,  and  the  paneling  by  hangings; 
the  clock  and  the  pattern  of  the  carpet  were  made  to  harmo- 
nize with  the  gothic  surrounding-.  TIk^  ceiling,  with  its 
carved  cross-beams  of  l)rown  wood,  was  ftdl  of  charm  and 
originality:  the  panels  were  beautifully  wrought;  nothing 
disturbed  the  general  harmony  of  the  scheme  of  decoration, 
not  even  the  windows  with  their  rich  colored  glass.  I  was 
surprised  l.y  the  extensive  knowledge  of  decoration  that  some 
arti<t  had  bronght  to  bear  on  a  little  modern  room,  it  was  so 
plea-ant  and  fresh,  and  not  heavy,  but  subdued  with  its  dead 
goKl  hues.     It  had  all  the  vague  sentiment  of  a  Clernuni  bal- 
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lad ;  it  was  a  retreat  fit  for  some  romance  of  1827,  perfumed 
by  the  e.\oti(!  flowers  set  in  their  stands.  Another  apartment 
in  till'  suite  was  a  pilded  reprnducti(»n  of  tlie  Louis  (^uatorzc 
period,  with  modern  paintings  on  the  walls  in  odd  but  pleas- 
ant contrast. 

"  'Vou  would  not  be  so  badly  lodged.'  was  Rastipnac's 
sliplitly  sarcastic  comment.  'It  is  captivating,  isn't  it?'  he 
addi'il.  smiling  as  he  sat  ilown.  Then  suddenly  he  rose,  and 
led  me  by  the  hand  into  a  l)eilrnom.  where  the  softened  light 
feU  upon  the  bed  under  its  canopy  of  muslin  and  white 
watered  silk — a  couch  for  a  young  fairy  betrothed  to  one  of 
the  genii. 

"'Isn't  it  wantonly  bad  taste,  insolent  and  unliounded 
coquetry.'  he  said,  lowering  his  voice,  'that  allows  us  to  see 
this  throne  of  love?  She  gives  herself  to  no  one.  and  any- 
body may  leave  his  card  here.  If  I  were  not  committed,  I 
should  like  to  see  her  at  my  feet  all  tears  and  submission.' 

"  'Are  .'ou  so  certain  of  her  virtue?' 

"  'The  boldest  and  even  the  cleverest  adventurers  among  us, 
acknowledge  themseives  defeated,  and  continue  lo  be  her 
lovers  and  devoted  friends.    I.sn't  that  woman  a  puzzle?' 

"His  words  seemed  to  intoxicate  me;  I  had  jealous  fears 
already  of  the  past.  I  leapt  for  joy.  and  hurried  back  to  the 
countess,  whom  1  had  seen  in  the  gothic  boudoir.  She  stopped 
me  by  a  smile,  made  me  sit  besiile  her.  and  talked  about  Tuy 
work,  seeming  to  take  the  greatest  interest  in  it.  and  all  the 
more  when  I  set  forth  my  theories  amusingly,  instead  of 
adopting  the  formal  language  of  a  professor  for  their  explana- 
tion. It  seemed  to  divert  .her  to  be  told  that  the  human  will 
was  a  material  force  like  steam  ;  that  in  the  moral  world 
nothing  could  resist  its  power  if  a  man  taught  him.self  to 
concentrate  it,  to  economize  it.  and  to  project  continually 
its  fluid  mass  in  given  directions  upon  other  souls.  Such  a 
man,  1  said,  could  modify  all  things  relatively  to  man.  even 
the  peremptory-  laws  of  nature.  The  (juestions  Fnedora  raised 
showed  a  certain  keennfss  of  intellect.  I  took  a  pleasure  in 
deciding  some  of  them  in  her  favor,  in  order  to  flatter  her: 
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then  T  confuted  lior  fcniiiiine  reasoning  with  a  word,  and 
roused  Iter  curiosity  by  drawing,'  her  attention  to  ;in  every- 
day matter — to  sleep,  a  thin<i  so  apparently  corniiionplace, 
that  in  reality  is  an  insoluble  [)robiern  for  science.  The 
countess  sat  in  silence  for  a  moment  when  I  told  licr  that  our 
ideas  wer(>  conifilete  orpmic  bein<:s.  existini:  in  an  invisible 
world,  and  inlhienein^'  our  destinies;  and  for  witnesses  1  cited 
the  npiiiidns  of  Descartes.  I»iderot.  and  Xapolcon.  wiio  had 
directed,  and  still  diri'cicd.  all  the  currents  of  the  ajre. 

''So  I  had  the  lio!ior  of  amusing'  this  woman;  she  asked 
me  to  come  to  se(>  her  when  she  left  n'e ;  givin<r  me  les  ijrande 
enlrii's.  in  the  lan^'ua<re  of  the  court.  Whether  it  was  by 
dint  of  snb^titutini:  pohtc  formulas  for  genuine  expression.^ 
of  feeling,  a  commendable  habit  of  mine,  or  because  Fa'dora 
haihd  in  me  a  coming  celebrity,  an  addition  to  her  learned 
menagerie;  for  some  reason  '  thought  I  had  pleased  her.  1 
called  all  my  previous  physiological  studies  and  knowledge 
of  woman  to  my  aid.  and  minutely  scrutinized  this  singular 
person  and  her  ways  all  the  evening.  I  concealed  myself  in 
the  embrasure  of  a  window,  and  .'^ought  to  discover  her 
thoughts  from  her  bearing.  I  studied  the  tactics  of  the  mis- 
tress of  the  house,  as  she  came  and  went,  sat  and  chatted, 
beckoned  to  this  one  or  that,  asked  <juestions,  listem-d  to  the 
answers,  as  she  leaned  against  the  frame  of  the  door;  I  de- 
tected a  languid  charm  in  her  movements,  a  grace  in  the 
flutterings  of  her  dress,  remarked  the  nature  of  the  feelings 
she  so  powerfully  excited,  and  became  very  incredulous  as  to 
her  virtue.  If  Fcedora  would  n<ine  of  love  to-day,  she  had 
had  strong  passions  at  some  time;  past  experience  of  pleasure 
sliowed  itself  in  the  attitudes  she  chose  in  conversation,  in  her 
crxjucttish  way  of  leaning  against  the  panel  behind  her;  she 
■^.cmcd  scarcely  able  to  stand  alone,  and  yet  ready  for  flight 
fnuii  t"o  Ijold  a  glance.  There  was  a  kind  of  eloquence  about 
her  lightly  folded  arms,  which,  even  for  benevolent  eyes, 
bnatlicd  sentiment.  Her  fresh  red  lips  sharplv  contrasted 
with  her  brilliantly  pale  coitiplexion.  ITer  brown  hair  brought 
out  all  the  golden  color  in  her  eyes,  in  which  blue  streaks 
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mingled  as  in  Flnrontinc  marble;  their  expression  seonicd 
to  increase  the  s^ignifieaiift'  of  her  words.  A  stiulicil  <,'nii't' 
lay  in  the  charms  of  her  hodico.  Perhaps  a  rival  iiii^^ht  have 
found  the  lines  of  the  thick  eyebrows,  whicli  almost  met.  a 
little  hard  :  or  found  a  fault  in  the  almost  invisible  down  that 
covered  her  features.  I  saw  tlie  siirns  of  passion  everywhere, 
written  on  those  Italian  eyelids,  on  the  splendid  shoulders 
wortliv  of  the  Venus  of  Milo.  on  her  features,  in  the  darker 
shade  of  down  above  a  somewhat  thick  under-lij).  She  was 
not  merely  a  woman,  but  a  romance.  The  whole  blended 
harmony  of  lines,  the  feminine  luxuriance  of  her  frame,  and 
its  passionate  promise,  were  subdued  by  a  constant  inex- 
plicable reserve  and  modesty  at  variance  with  everythin.i,' 
else  about  her.  It  needed  an  observation  as  keen  as  my  own 
to  detect  such  sipns  as  the.se  in  her  character.  To  explain 
myself  more  clearly;  there  were  two  women  in  F<edora,  di- 
vided perhaps  by  the  line  between  head  and  body  :  the  one, 
the  head  alone,  seemed  to  be  susceptible,  and  the  other  phle^j- 
matic.  She  prepared  her  jrlance  before  she  looked  at  you, 
something  unspeakably  mysterious,  some  inward  cnn\-ulsion 
seemed  revealed  by  her  glittering  eyes. 

"So,  to  be  brief,  either  my  imperfect  moral  science  had 
left  me  a  good  deal  to  learn  in  the  moral  world,  or  a  lofty 
soul  dwelt  in  the  countess,  lent  to  her  face  those  cbarms  thai 
fascinated  and  subdued  us,  and  gave  her  an  ascendency  onlv 
the  more  complete  because  it  comprehended  a  sympathy  of 
desire. 

"I  went  away  completely  enraptured  with  this  woman,  daz- 
zled by  the  luxury  around  her,  gratifi«'d  in  everv  faeultv  of 
mv  soul — noble  and  base,  good  and  evil.  When  T  felt  myself 
so  excited,  eager,  and  elated.  I  thought  I  nnderstood  the  at- 
traction that  drew  thither  those  artists,  diplomatist*,  men  in 
office,  those  stock-jobbers  encased  in  triple  l)rass.  Thev  came, 
no  doubt,  to  find  in  her  society  the  delirious  emotion  tbat  now 
thrilled  through  every  fibn>  in  me.  throblsing  through  my 
brain,  setting  the  blood  a-tinirle  in  every  vein,  fretting  eveii 
the  tiniest  nerve.    And  she  had  given  herself  to  none,  so  as  lo 
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keep  thorn  all.     A  woman  is  a  coquette  so  long  as  she  knows 
not  lovo. 

"'Well,'  I  ?iii(l  to  Riisti<:nac,  'they  married  her,  or  sold 
her  ])erhaps,  to  some  old  man,  and  recollections  of  her  first 
marriajre  have  caused  her  aversion  for  love.' 

"1  walked  home  from  the  Faulxmrg  St.  Ilonore,  where 
F(pdora  lived.  Almost  all  the  Ijreadlh  of  Paris  lies  between 
iier  mansion  and  the  Hue  des  Cordiers,  but  the  distance 
.seemed  short,  in  spite  of  tlie  cold.  And  I  was  to  lay  sie^M,'  to 
F<edora"s  heart,  in  winter,  and  a  bitter  winter,  with  only 
thirty  francs  in  my  possession,  and  such  a  distance  as  that 
lay  between  us  !  Only  a  poor  man  knows  what  such  a  passion 
costs  in  cal»-liirc,  ^'loves.  linen,  tailor's  bills,  and  the  like.  If 
the  Platonic  stage  lasts  a  little  too  long,  the  alfair  grows  ruin- 
ous. As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  many  a  Lauzun  among 
students  of  law.  who  finds  it  impossible  to  ajiproach  a  lady- 
love living  on  a  first  floor.  And  I,  sickly,  thin,  poorly  dres.sed, 
wan  and  pair  as  any  artist  convalescent  after  a  work,  how 
could  I  compete  with  other  young  men,  curled,  handsome, 
smart,  outcravatting  Croatia  ;  wealthy  men,  ecpiipped  with  til- 
burys,  and  armed  with  assurance? 

'"Bah,  death  or  Fcedoral'  I  cried,  as  T  went  round  by  a 
bridge:  'my  fortune  lies  in  Ftedora.' 

"That  got  hie  boudoir  and  Louis  Quatorze  salon  came  before 
iiy  eyes.  I  saw  the  countess  again  in  her  white  dress  with  its 
large  graceful  sleeves,  and  all  the  fascinations  of  her  form  and 
lovements.  These  pictures  of  Fcedora  and  her  luxurious 
irroundings  haunted  me  even  in  my  bare,  cold  garret,  when 
..t  last  I  reached  it,  as  disheveled  as  any  naturalist's  wig. 
The  contrast  suggested  evil  counsel ;  in  such  a  way  crimes  are 
conceived.  1  cursed  my  honest,  self-respecting  poverty,  my 
garret  where  such  teeming  fancies  had  stirred  within  me.  I 
trcml)!(d  with  fury,  T  reproaclied  God,  the  devil,  social  con- 
ditions, my  own  father,  the  whole  universe,  indeed,  with  my 
fate  and  my  misfortunes.  I  went  hungry  to  bed.  muttering 
ludicron-  imprecations,  but  fully  determined  to  win  F(edora'^ 
Her  lican  was  my  last  ticket  in  the  lottery,  my  fortune  de- 
pended upon  it. 
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"I  spare  you  tho  history  of  my  oarlior  visits,  to  roach  the 
drama  tho  sooner.  In  my  efforts  to  appeal  to  her,  I  essayed 
to  enpaire  her  intellect  and  her  vanity  on  my  kIiIc;  in  order 
to  secure  her  love,  I  jrave  her  any  <inantity  of  reasons  for  in- 
creasing her  pelf-esteem;  I  never  left  her  in  a  state  of  indif- 
ference; women  like  emotions  at  any  cost,  I  pave  them  to  her 
in  plenty;  I  would  rather  have  had  her  anpry  with  mo  than 
indifferent. 

"At  first,  urged  by  a  strong  will  and  a  desire  for  her  love, 
I  assumed  a  little  authority,  hut  my  own  feelings  grew 
stronger  and  mastered  me;  I  relapsed  into  truth,  1  lost  my 
head,  and  fell  desperately  in  love. 

"I  am  not  very  sure  what  we  moiin  hy  the  word  love  in 
our  poetry  and  our  talk  ;  but  I  know  that  I  have  never  found 
in  all  the  ready  rhetorical  j)hrases  of  Jean-Jaccpies  Rousseau, 
in  whose  room  perhaps  I  was  lodging;  nor  among  the  feeble 
inventions  of  two  centuries  of  our  literature,  nor  in  any  pic- 
ture that  Italy  has  produced,  a  representatifm  of  the  feelings 
that  expanded  all  at  once  in  my  double  nature.  The  view  of 
the  lake  of  Bienne,  some  music  of  Kossini's,  the  Madonna  of 
Murillo's  now  in  the  possession  of  'leneral  Soult,  Leseomhat's 
letters,  a  few  .sayings  scattered  thn  .gh  collections  of  anec- 
dotes; but  most  of  all  tlie  prayers  of  religious  ecstatics,  and 
passages  in  our  fabliaux, — these  things  alone  have  power  to 
carry  me  back  to  the  divine  heights  of  my  first  love. 

"Nothing  expressed  in  human  language,  no  thought  repro- 
ducible in  color,  marble,  sound,  or  articulate  speech,  could 
ever  render  the  force,  tho  truth,  the  completeness,  the  sud- 
denness with  which  love  awoke  in  me.  To  -peak  o:  nrt,  is  to 
speak  of  illusion.  Love  passes  through  emlless  transfornui- 
tions  before  it  passes  for  ever  into  our  existence  and  makes  it 
glow  with  its  own  color  of  tlaiue.  The  process  is  impercep- 
tible, and  baffles  the  artist's  analysis.  Its  moan.s  and 
complaints  are  tedious  to  an  uninterested  spectator.  (Jno 
would  need  to  be  very  much  in  love  to  share  the  furious  trans- 
ports of  Lovelace,  as  one  reads  (larissa  [larlowr.  Love  is 
like  some  fresh  spring,  that  loaves  its  cresses,  its  gravel  bod 
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and  flowers,  to  bpcomo  first  a  stream  and  then  a  river,  ohang- 
inf;  its  aspect  and  i\<  nature  as  it  flows  to  plun;;.-  ilsdf  in 
some  boundless  ocean,  where  restricted  natures  onlv  find  mo- 
notony, but  where  great  souls  are  engulfed  in  endless  con- 
templation. 

"How  can  I  dare  to  describe  the  hues  of  fleeting  emotions, 
the  nothings  beyond  all  price,  the  spoken  accents  tliai  heggar 
language,  the  looks  that   hold  more  than  all  the  wealtirof 
poetry?     Not  one  <»f  the  mysterious  scenes  that  draw  us  in- 
sensibly nearer  and  nearer  to  a  woman,  but  has  depths  in  it 
which  can  swallow  up  all  the  poetry  that  ever  was  written. 
Flow  can  the  inner  life  and  mystery  that  stirs  in  our  souls 
penetrate  tiiroiigh  our  glozes.  when  we  have  not  even  wonls 
to  describe  the  visible  and  outward  mysteries  of  beauty  ?  What 
enchantment  steeped  me  for  how  many  hours  in  unspeakable 
rapture,  filled  with  the  sight  of  Her!    What  made  me  happy? 
I  know  not.    That  face  of  hers  overflowed  with  light  at  such 
times:  it  seemed  in  some  way  to  glow  with  it;  the  outlines  of 
her  face,  with  the  scarcely  perceptii)le  down  on  its  delicate 
surface,  shone  with  a  beauty  be!(mging  to  the  far  distant 
horizon   that    melts   into  the  sunlight.      The  light   of  day 
seemed  to  caress  he-  as  she  mingled  in  it;  rather  it  seemed 
that   the  light  of  her  eyes  was  brighter  than  the  daylight 
itself ;  or  some  .«hadow  passing  over  that  fiiir  faee  made  a  kind 
of  cliange  there,  altering  its  hues  and  its  expression.     Some 
thought  would  often  seem  to  glow  on  her  white  brows;  her 
eyes  appeared  to  dilate,  and  her  eyelids  trembled;  a  smile 
rippled  over  her  features;  the  living  coral  of  her  lips  grew 
full  of  meaning  as  they  closed  and  unclosed;  an  indistin- 
guishable something  in  her  hair  made  brown  shadows  on  her 
fair  tc^mples:  in  each  new  phase  Fcedora  spoke.     Every  slight 
v.iriiition  in  her  beautv  made  a  new  pleasure  for  ray  eyes,  dis- 
el'  -.d  clinrms  my  heart  had  never  known  before:!  tried  to 
n  id  ;i  separate  emotion  or  a  hope  in  every  change  that  passed 
over  her  face.     This  mute  converse  passed  between  soul  and 
sou!,  like  <oiind  and  answering  echo;  and  the  short-lived  de- 
liglil.-  liieu  .siu.wered  upon  me  liave  left  indelible  impressions 
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beliind.  Ilcr  voioo  would  cniiso  n  frenzy  in  me  tliat  I  tould 
hardly  iindorstand.  I  could  liavo  copied  tlu'  cxaiiipli'  of 
gome  prince  of  Lorraine,  and  held  a  live  coal  in  the  iiollow  of 
my  hand,  if  her  fingers  passed  caressingly  through  my  hair 
the  while.  T  felt  no  longer  mere  admiration  and  desire:  I 
was  under  the  spell ;  1  had  met  my  destiny.  When  hack  again 
under  mv  own  roof.  I  still  vaguely  saw  Fiedora  in  Iut  owu 
home,  and  had  some  iiidefinahle  share  in  her  life;  if  she  felt 
ill,  I  suffered  too.    'I'he  next  day  T  used  to  say  to  her: 

"  'You  were  not  well  yesterday.' 

"How  often  has  she  not  stood  before  me,  called  hy  the 
power  of  ecstasy,  in  the  silence  of  the  night !  Sometimes  she 
would  break  in  upon  me  like  a  ray  of  light,  make  me  drop  my 
pen,  and  put  .science  and  study  to  tlight  in  grief  and  alarm, 
as  she  compelled  my  admiration  by  the  alluring  pose  1  had 
seen  but  a  short  time  before.  Sometimes  I  went  to  seek  her 
in  the  spirit  world,  and  would  bow  down  to  her  as  lo  a  hope, 
entreating  her  to  let  me  hear  the  silver  sounds  of  her  voice, 
and  I  would  wake  at  length  in  tears. 

"Once,  when  she  had  promised  to  go  to  the  theatre  with 
me,  she  took  it  suddenly  into  her  head  to  refuse  to  go  out. 
and  begged  me  to  leave  her  alone.  1  was  in  such  (b-pair  over 
the  perversity  which  cost  me  a  day's  work,  and  ^if  1  mn-;t  con- 
fess it)  my  last  shilling  as  well,  that  T  went  alone  wIi^tc  she 
was  to  have  been,  desiring  to  see  the  play  she  had  wislieil  to 
see.  I  bad  scarcely  seated  myself  when  an  electric  shock  went 
through  me.  A  voice  told  me,  'She  is  here!'  I  looked  round, 
and  saw  the  countess  hidden  in  the  shadow  at  the  back  of  her 
box  in  the  first  tier.  My  look  did  not  waver;  my  eyes  saw  her 
at  once  with  incredible  clearness ;  my  soul  hovered  about  her 
life  like  an  in.sect  above  its  flower.  ITow  had  my  sen>^t's  re- 
ceived this  warning?  There  is  something  in  these  inward 
tremors  that  shallow  people  find  astonisliing,  but  the  phe- 
nomena of  our  inner  consciousness  are  produced  as  simply  as 
those  of  external  vision:  so  T  was  not  surprised,  but  much 
vexed.  Mv  studies  of  our  mental  faculties,  so  little  under- 
stood, helped  me  at  any  rate  to  find  in  my  own  excitement 
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some  livinp  proofs  nf  my  tlir-orios.  T'loro  was  something  ox- 
ccii!in>.'ly  (iil<l  in  tliis  cniiiliiniition  of  lover  ami  iiiaii  "f  .-oi- 
cncc,  of  (l(i\v!irij:lit  idolatry  of  a  woman  with  tlic  ln\o  of 
know  led  j.'('.  The  fiiii.-fs  of  the  lovor's  despair  were  liiu'lily  in- 
tcrt'stin;,'  to  the  man  of  xicncc;  and  the  cxnllant  ln\rr,  on  the 
other  hand,  put  Mien<'('  far  away  from  him  in  \n<  joy. 
F(rdora  r-aw  me,  and  ^'rew  prave .  I  iinnoyed  her.  I  went  to 
her  hox  duri*  .'  the  first  interval,  and.  findin<j  her  alone.  I 
stayed  there.  Althouirh  we  had  not  spoken  nf  love,  I  foresaw 
an  exphination.  I  had  not  told  her  my  seeret,  still  there  was 
a  kind  of  nnder.-tandinjr  hetweeii  ns.  She  used  to  tell  mo 
her  plans  for  amusement,  and  on  the  previous  eveiiini,'  had 
asked  with  friendly  eagerness  if  I  meant  to  call  ne.vt  (hiy. 
After  any  wittieism  of  hers,  she  would  give  me  an  iniiuirinp 
glance,  as  if  she  had  sought  to  please  me  alone  hy  it.  She 
would  .'ioothe  tiie  if  I  was  vexed;  and  if  she  poulid,  I  had  in 
«ome  sort  a  right  to  ask  an  explanation.  liefore  she  would 
pardon  any  l)lunder,  she  would  keep  me  a  suppliant  for  long. 
All  these  things  that  e  so  relished,  were  so  many  lovers' 
quarrels.  What  arch  grace  she  threw  into  it  all !  and  what 
happiness  it  was  to  me! 

"Hi.!  now  •  •>  stood  hefore  each  other  as  strangers,  with  the 
close  relatii>n  hetweeu  us  hoth  suspended.  The  countess  was 
glacial :  a  presentiment  of  trouble  fdled  me. 

"'Will  you  come  home  with  me?'  she  said,  when  the  play 
was  over. 

"There  had  been  a  sudden  change  in  the  weather,  and  sleet 
was  falling  in  showers  as  we  went  out.  T'o'dora's  carriage 
was  unahle  to  reach  the  doorway  of  the  theatre.  .At  the  sight 
of  a  well-dressed  woman  about  to  cross  the  street,  a  com- 
missionaire held  an  umbrella  above  us.  and  stood  waiting  at 
the  carriage-door  for  his  tip.  I  would  have  given  ten  years 
of  life  just  then  for  a  couple  of  halfpence,  but  I  had  not  a 
penny.  ,\11  the  man  in  me  and  all  my  vainest  susceptibilities 
were  wrung  with  an  infernal  pain.  The  words,  'I  haven't  a 
penny  .iliout  nie.  my  good  fellow!'  come  from  me  in  the  hard 
voice  of  thwarted  jtassiou;  and  yet  1  was  that  man's  brother 
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in  misfortune,  us  I  kmw  too  well ;  jiikI  oiicf  I  liml  so  lij^htly 
paitl  away  s(\rn  IniiKlnil  thou-ainl  fraiir-I  'I'iu'  fodtiiian 
pushed  ilie  man  aside.  ;iiid  tlii'  horses  spraii;,'  forward.  As  \vn 
returned,  Fcedora,  in  real  i>r  rei;:Me(|  ali'tractinn.  answered  all 
my  questions  curtly  and  liy  inonosyllaliles.  I  said  no  more; 
it  was  a  liateful  inonieiit.  Wiien  \w  readied  her  house,  we 
seated  ourselves  hy  tiir  hearth,  and  when  the  .-ervant  had 
stirred  the  fire  anil  left  us  alnne,  the  eountess  turned  to  me 
witii  an  inexplieahie  expression,  and  spoke.  Her  manner  was 
almost  solemn. 

"  *8inee  my  return  to  F' ranee,  mure  than  .ne  youtii,'  man, 
tempted  hy  my  money,  has  made  [jroposals  to  me  which  would 
have  sati-'ied  my  pride.  I  have  enme  across  men,  too.  whose 
attachment  was  so  <leej)  and  sincere  that  they  mi^ht  have 
married  me  even  if  they  Imd  found  me  the  penniless  jrirl  I 
used  to  be.  Besides  the.sc.  Monsieur  de  Valentin,  you  must 
know  that  new  titles  and  newly-acf|uired  wealth  havt^  been  also 
offered  to  me,  and  that  I  have  never  received  apain  any  of 
those  who  were  so  ill-advised  as  to  mention  love  to  me.  If  my 
regard  for  you  was  but  slight,  T  would  not  give  you  this  warn- 
ing, which  is  dictated  by  friendship  rather  than  hy  pride.  A 
•woman  lays  herself  open  to  a  rei)ufT  of  some  kind,  if  she 
imagines  hers(>If  to  be  loved,  and  declines,  before  it  is  uttered, 
to  listen  to  language  which  in  its  nature  implies  a  compli- 
ment. I  am  well  aeiiuainted  with  the  parts  played  by  .\rsinoe 
and  Araminta,  and  with  the  sort  of  answer  I  might  look  for 
under  such  circumstances;  but  I  hope  to-day  that  I  shall  not 
find  myself  misconstrued  hy  a  man  of  no  ordinary  character, 
because  I  have  frankly  spoken  my  mind.' 

"She  spoke  with  the  cool  self-iH)ssession  of  some  attorney 
or  solicitor  explaining  the  nature  of  a  contract  or  the  conduct 
of  a  lawsuit  to  a  client  There  was  not  the  least  sign  of  feel- 
ing in  the  clear  soft  tones  of  her  voice.  IFer  steady  face  and 
dignified  bearing  seemed  to  me  now  full  of  dinlomatic  reserve 
and  coldness.  She  had  planned  this  .scene,  no  iloubt.  and  care- 
fully chosen  her  words  beforehand.  Oh,  mv  friend,  there  are 
women  who  take  plea.-ure  in  piercing  hearts,  and  deliberately 
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phinLT''  th(^  flne.L'iT  Itjuk  niriiin  into  iho  wound:  ciir-h  womrr 
as  tlicsc  cannot  Imt  In-  \vorslii|ir(l.  i'nr  sudi  'vomcn  •■itlier 
love  or  udiilil  faiti  lie  i')\i'i|.  A  ilay  (onics  when  tlirv  make 
ainciKis  fur  all  the  pain  tli^y  L'avo  iis  ;  ilicy  rcpav  Ks  fnr  the 
fian,ir<.  the  kci  nni'.-s  cf  which  they  rcco^fniz(\  in  jov-;  a  hiin- 
(Ircd-fohl.  (Mil  as  (iod.  they  tell  us,  rcfoiniicn.-e-  .lur  <:ood 
works.  l>ois  nut  their  perversity  spring  from  the  -trenirth 
of  their  fielinLr-?  I'>ut  to  he  so  tortured  l)y  a  woman,  who 
slaujrhters  ymi  with  indiirefcnce  I  was  not  the  ;;u}I'erin<,^  hide- 
ous ? 

''I^c(]iira  did  not  know  it.  hii*  in  that  minuto  shp  trampled 
all  my  hop<'S  hencath  her  feet;  she  maimed  my  life  and  she 
hliirhted  my  future  with  tlie  cool  indiifcrence  and  unconscious 
harharity  of  an  iii([uisitive  child  who  plucks  its  wings  from  a 
Itutterfly. 

"'Later  on.'  resumed  Fiedora.  'you  will  learn.  I  hope,  the 
slahility  of  ih"  affect  inn  that  I  keep  for  my  friends.  You  will 
always  find  that  I  have  devotion  and  kindness  for  ih.ein.  I 
would  LTive  my  life  to  serve  my  friends;  hut  you  could  only 
despise  me.  if  I  allowed  them  to  make  love  to  me  without  re- 
turn. That  is  enoujrh.  "^'ou  are  the  only  man  to  whom  I  have 
spoken  «uch  words  as  these  last.' 

".\t  first  T  could  not  s]ieak.  or  master  the  tempest  that  arose 
within  me;  hut  T  soon  repressed  my  emotions  in  the  depths 
of  my  sold,  and  hejran  to  smile. 

"'If  T  own  that  I  love  you.'  T  said,  'you  will  hanish  me  at 
once;  if  I  plead  puilty  to  indifference,  you  will  make  me  suffer 
for  it.  Women,  marristrates,  and  priests  neicr  (juite  lav  the 
^^fiwn  a<ide.  Silence  is  non-committal  ;  he  plea,<ed  then, 
madame.  to  ajijirove  my  silence.  You  must  iiave  feared,  in 
some  deiii-ee.  to  lose  me.  or  I  should  not  have  received  this 
frii'udly  admonition;  and  with  that  thouLdit  my  priile  oii>rht 
to  he  satisfied.  Let  us  lianisli  all  personal  considerations. 
You  are  ])erliap-  the  only  w(unan  with  whom  T  could  discuss 
rationally  a  resolution  so  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature.  Con- 
sidi'i'ed  witli  reirard  to  your  -pecie-.  you  are  a  firodiL.ry.  Xow 
let  us  invest iL^ate.  in  good  faith,  the  causes  yf  this  psycho- 
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lopiral  anoiiiiilv.  \)ni<  there  exist  in  ymi.  ;is  in  nmnv  women, 
u  eertiiin  pride  m  >elt",  a  love  of  your  own  love!ine.-s.  ii  reline- 
ment  of  ee-oisni  wliicii  makes  you  shudder  at  the  idea  of  he- 
lon^'injr  to  another:  is  it  the  thouj,dit  of  resiirninu  your  own 
will  and  siihniittim:  to  a  superiority,  thoiirrh  only  of  eonven- 
tion.  whirh  displeases  you?  You  would  seem  to  me  a  thou- 
sand time>  the  fairer  for  it.  Can  love  formerly  have  lirou::'lit 
you  sufferinp?  You  jirohalily  set  some  value  on  your  dainty 
fifxure  and  trraeeful  appearanee.  ,\u>\  may  fierhaps  wish  to 
avoi<l  the  disli^urements  <d'  maternity.  I>  not  this  one  of 
your  stronixest  reasons  for  refu>inj:  a  too  importunate  love? 
Some  natural  defeet  ]ierhaps  niako  you  in>useeptilile  in  spite 
of  yourself?  Do  not  be  an^rry  :  my  ^-tudy,  my  impiiry  i-  aliso- 
lutcly  disjiassionate.  Some  are  horn  hlirid.  and  nature  mav 
easily  have  ff)rmed  women  who  in  like  maniur  are  hlind.  deaf, 
and  dumli  to  love.  You  are  re.ally  an  interestintr  sul^jei-t  for 
medieal  investitration.  ^'ou  do  not  kn()w  yovir  value.  You 
feel  perhaps  a  very  lefritimate  distaste  for  mankind;  in  lliat 
I  quite  coneur — to  me  they  all  seem  u<:ly  and  delestalde.  .\nd 
you  arc  right,'  I  added,  feelinj:  my  heart  swell  within  me; 
'how  can  you  do  otherwise  than  despise  us?  There  is  not  a 
man  livinji  who  is  worthy  of  you.' 

"I  will  not  repeat  all  the  hitinjj^  words  with  which  T  ridi- 
culed her.  In  vain:  my  hitterest  sarcasms  and  keenest  ironv 
never  made  her  wince  nor  elicited  a  si;:n  of  vexaiion.  She 
heard  mo.  with  the  customary  smile  upon  her  lips  :  id  in  hi^r 
eyes,  the  smile  that  she  wore  as  a  part  of  her  clothinLT.  and 
that  never  varied  for  friends,  for  mere  acquaintances,  or  for 
stranprrs. 

"'I.sn't  it  very  nice  of  me  to  allow  you  to  dissect  mo  like 
this?'  sh(>  sail!  at  last,  as  T  came  to  a  temporary  standstill, 
and  looked  at  her  in  silence.  'You  see.'  she  went  on.  lauLdiincr, 
'that  I  have  no  foolish  over-sensitiveness  ahout  my  friendship. 
Many  a  woman  would  shut  her  door  on  you  hv  wav  of  pun- 
ishing you  for  your  impertinence.' 

"'You  could  banish  me  witliouf  needinL'  to  irive  me  the 
reasons  for  your  harshness.'  As  I  spoke  1  felt  that  I  could 
kill  her  if  she  dismissed  me. 
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"  '^'(lll  lire  mail."  >!ic  said.  >milin^'  still. 

"'I>i(i  you  iicv(  r  think."  I  went  on,  'of  tlio  cffocts  of  pas- 
t-ionntc  love?  .\  dr-pcrati.'  man  has  often  imirtkTed  his  iiiis- 
trcss.' 

'*  'Jt  is  hfticr  to  die  than  to  live  in  nii-erv.'  she  said  foollv. 
'Such  a  man  a-  that  would  run  tliroii;:li  his  wife's  money, 
desert  lier.  and  leave  her  at  last  in  utter  wretoliednoss.' 

'■'i'liis  calm  calculation  diimt'onnded  me.  The  <rulf  be- 
tween lis  was  made  plain;  we  coiiid  never  understand  oacii 
other. 

''  '(iood-ijye,"  I  said  pnuuilv. 

"'(;oo(l-hye,  till  tomorrow,'  sho  answered,  with  a  little 
friendly  bow. 

"i-'or  a  moment "s  sr)ace  I  htirled  at  her  in  a  plance  all  the 
love  f  must  fore<:o:  she  stood  there  with  that  banal  smile  of 
hers,  the  detestable  chill  smile  of  a  marble  statue,  with  none 
of  the  warmth  in  it  that  it  seemed  to  express.  Can  you  form 
any  idea,  my  friend,  of  the  pain  that  overcame  me  on  the  way 
homr'  through  rain  and  snow,  across  a  league  of  icy-sheeted 
quays,  without  a  hope  left?  Oh,  to  think  that  sheV.ot  only 
iiad  not  guessed  my  poverty,  but  believed  me  to  be  as  wealthy 
as  she  was,  and  likewis(>  borne  as  softly  over  the  rough  ways 
of  life!  What  failure  and  deceit!  It  was  no  mere  question 
of  money  now,  but  of  the  fate  of  all  that  lay  within  me. 

"I  went  at  haphazard,  going  over  the  words  of  our  strange 
conversation  with  myself.  1  got  so  thoroughly  lost  in  my 
reflections  that  I  ended  by  doubts  as  to  the  actual  value  of 
words  and  ideas.  Rut  I  loved  her  all  the  same;  T  loved  this 
wornan  with  the  untouched  heart  that  might  surrender  at  any 
moment — a  woman  who  daily  disappointed  the  expectations 
of  the  previous  evening,  by  appearing  as  a  new  mistress  on  the 
morrow. 

"-\s  f  parsed  under  the  gateway  of  the  Institute,  a  fevered 
thrill  ran  through  me.  I  rememl)ered  that  T  was  fasting,  and 
that  I  had  not  a  [lenny.  To  complete  the  measure  of  my 
misfortune,  my  hat  was  spoiled  by  the  rain.  How  was  I  to 
app(    r  in  the  drawing-room  of  a  woman  of  fashion  with  an 
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unprcscntahlo  lint  ?  1  liad  nlway.-  cur.-t  il  the  inaiir  and  stupid 
C'ii>t()iii  that  coiniifls  us  Id  cxliiliit  tin'  lining:  nf  mir  hats,  and 
to  keep  tlii'iii  always  in  our  liaiids.  Lut  with  anxious  care  1 
had  so  far  kr])t  iiiino  in  a  precarious  state  of  <'!ri(;cn(  v.  It  had 
lit'cn  neither  strikin^dy  new,  iinr  utterly  shahhy.  neither  na{)- 
less  nor  over-glossy,  and  might  have  passed  for  the  hat  of  u 
frugally  given  owner,  hut  its  artilleialiy  jirolonged  existence 
had  now  readied  the  final  stage,  it  was  cruiiipU'd.  forlorn,  and 
completely  ruined,  a  downright  rag.  a  fitting  emhleni  of  its 
master,  ^ly  painfully  jirescrved  elegance  mu.-t  collapse  for 
want  of  thirty  sous. 

"What  unrecognized  sacrifices  1  had  made  in  the  jmst  throe 
months  for  Fondora  1  How  often  I  had  given  the  j)rice  of  a 
week's  sustenance  to  see  her  for  a  moment  I  To  leave  my 
work  and  go  without  food  was  the  least  of  it  I  I  nuHt  traverse 
the  streets  of  Paris  without  getting  splashed,  run  to  escape 
showers,  and  reach  her  rooms  ;'.t  last,  as  neat  and  spruce  as 
any  of  the  coxcombs  about  her.  For  a  poet  and  .!  distracted 
wooer  the  difficulties  of  this  task  were  endiess.  My  happiness, 
the  course  of  niv  love,  might  he  afTected  by  a  speck  of  mud 


upon  my  only  white  waistcoat  !     Oh,  to  miss  the  sight  o 


f  her 


because  I  was  wet  through  and  bedraggled,  and  had  not  so 
nuieh  as  five  sows  to  give  to  a  shoeblack  for  removing  the  least 
little  spot  of  mud  from  my  l»oot  I  The  ])etty  pangs  of  these 
nameless  torments,  which  an  irritable  man  finds  so  great,  only 
strengthened  my  passion. 

"The  unfortunate  must  make  sacrifices  which  they  may 
not  mention  to  women  who  lead  refined  and  luxurious  lives. 
Such  women  see  things  through  a  prism  that  gilds  all  inen 
and  their  surroundings.  Fgoism  leads  them  to  take  cheerful 
views,  and  fashion  makes  them  cruel  :  they  do  not  wish  to  re- 
flect, lest  they  lose  their  happiness,  and  the  ah-orbing  nature 
of  their  jileasures  absolves  their  indilTerciice  to  the  misfor- 
tunes of  others.  A  penny  never  means  millions  to  them; 
millions,  on  the  contrary,  seem  a  mere  tritle.  Perliaps  love 
must  plead  his  cause  by  great  sacrifices,  but  a  veil  must  lie 
lightly  drawn  across  them,  they  must  go  down  into  s'leuce. 
8 
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So  uhcn  w,Mltliv  mm  pmir  mit  their  drvoiion.  their  fortun..* 
an.!  tlieir  liv.-.  ,l„.v  -.lin  ^-..Kiruhal  l.v  thc^c  roniinonlv  mwr'- 
taincd  opiiiinn-.  ,-in  ;i(hliiinn;il  !n>irc  I'laii--;  ah,,ut  tlicir  luvcrs' 
folli(>?:  tlH'ir  .il,.j„-.  i-  .!M,,,:,ni;  then'  i<  a  i:ra.'..  ahmit  tlw 
drawi;  vn!  ;  l,iit  niv  wvnhU  .li^trc-s  iH.nn.l  uw  ov.t  to  miIF.t 
f.Mrfiilly  or  .  vcr  I  midit  ypcak  of  mv  love  or  of  dviti.'  for  her 
sake, 

'•Wa<  it  a  sa-Tincc  aftor  all:'     Wa>  I  not   richlv  n-wanlod 
by  ilic  ;]<n  I  i,„,k  in  sacrificinLT  •■wrvthini:  to  h-r'"  "  Thnv  wh 
no  conunnn.^  ovmt  of  ,„v  daily  life  to  whirh   tho  roiinti-. 
liad  not  ;:n..„  niiportanr,..  had  nor  owrlillod  with  haopine-- 
I  liad  hocn  Imhorto  can.h.ss  .,f  ,nv  cloihos.  now  I  n-fMH-trd  mv 
coat  a>  if  it  h,d  l„..n  a  >..,ond  self.     [  .hould  not  havo  he.i- 
tat.Ml  h.^turcn  lHH],ly  harm  and  a  toar  in  that  -armont      You 
must  enter  wholiy  into  my  firciimstances  to  understand  the 
stormy   thon^n),,,,  ,h,.  L^atho^in;:  frenzv.  that   shook  me  as  I 
vvnt.   and   which,   perhaps,   wero  increased    hv   mv   walk      I 
ploafd  m  an  infernal  fa-^hion  wliieh  I  cannot  describe  over 
the  ahsolnte  completeness  of  mv  wretehedne-.     I  wo„Id  Inve 
drawn  from  it  an  aii-ury  of  mv  futinv.  hut  then-  is  no  limit 
to  the  possihihties  of  misfortune.     The  door  of  mv  lod-in<- 
nouse  stoo.l  ajar.     A  lijrht  stream,.]   from   t!,e  heart-shano"d 
openin-  cut  in  the  shutters.     T>auline  and  h.T  mother  wore 
sittin-  up  for  mo  and  talkin^r.     j  heard  mv  name  spoken,  and 
listened. 

"'Rapliael  is  much  nicer-lookin^r  than  the  student  in 
number  .seven.'  said  I'auline;  'his  fair  hair  is  such  a  prettv 
CO lor._  Pon't  you  think  rhere  is  som.ihinrr  in  l,is  voice,  too 
1  (Ion  t  know  wliat  it  is.  that  .irive.s  vou  a  sort  of  thrill '  \nd' 
tlien.  tliomrh  he  mav  he  a  little  proud,  he  is  verv  kind  and  he 
I'a.s  such  fine  manners;  I  am  sure  that  all  the  ladies  must  he 
quite  wild  about  him." 

"'You  mi.irht  be  f..nd  of  him  yourself,  to  hear  vou  talk' 
\va<  Madame  (laudin's  comment. 

"  -lb'  i^  .inst  as  dear  to  me  as  a  J.rothcr.'  she  lau-h.-d      'I 
sbouhl  be  fluely  un-rateful  if  T  felt  no  friendshin  for  him 
Didn  t  he  teach  me  music  and  drawin-  and  -raounar,  and 
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everything  I  know  in  I'acl  ?  \<n\  dnn't  nimh  iiniicc  hnw  I 
pet  on.  ilfiir  nmllur:  Imt  I  >liall  kinAv  I'nniiL'h,  in  a  wliilc,  to 
give  Ii'ssniis  niysrlf,  and  tlu'ii  \\f  can  ki'''|i  a  MTvant.* 

"I  stoli'  away  softlv.  inadi'  ^omo  noise  niil-idi'.  and  went 
into  their  rnii?;;  ;o  i.ike  til.'  kiiiip,  that  I'auliiir  iricd  In  light 
f)r  mo.  Tlif  dear  child  iiad  ju.-t  |i.)nri'd  ^ndthinu^  liahii  into 
my  wound.-,  llrr  ont<iiokcn  adiniratiun  had  gi\cn  nic  fresh 
oonrago.  I  so  nee(]ed  to  hclieve  in  myself  and  lo  cnme  hy  a 
just  estimate  of  my  advantages.  This  revival  nf  Impc  in  me 
perhaps  cnlored  my  surroundings.  Perhaps  al-n  I  .lad  ne\er 
before  really  looked  at  tlie  picture  that  so  (d'teii  met  my  eyes, 
of  the  two  women  in  tlieir  room;  it  was  a  -ceiie  such  as 
F'lemish  painters  have  rejiroduied  sn  faithfully  fer  us,  that 
T  admired  in  its  delig'.itful  reality.  The  mollier,  with  the 
kind  .smile  upon  her  lips,  sat  knitting  stockings  hy  the  dying 
fire;  Pauline  was  painting  hand-greens,  lier  liru-ltes  and 
paints,  strewn  over  the  tiny  tahle,  made  l)right  spots  of  <()!nr 
for  the  eye  to  dwell  on.  When  she  had  left  her  seat  ami 
stood  lighting  my  lamp,  one  must  have  lieen  under  the  yoke 
of  a  terrible  passion  indeed,  not  to  admire  her  faintly  tlushed 
transparent  hands,  the  girlish  eharm  of  her  attitude,  the 
ideal  grace  of  her  head,  as  the  lamplight  fell  full  on  her  pale 
face.  Night  and  silence  added  to  the  charms  of  this  in- 
dustrious vigil  and  peacefid  interior.  The  light-heartednes.s 
that  sustaine(l  such  continuous  toil  could  only  spring  from 
devout  submission  and  the  lofty  feelings  that  it  hrinirs. 

"There  wa.s  an  indescril)ahle  harmony  between  them  and 
their  possessions.  The  splendor  of  [-'(cdora's  home  did  not 
satisfy;  it  called  out  all  my  worst  in-tincts;  something  in 
this  lowly  poverty  and  unfeigned  goodness  revived  me.  It 
may  have  been  that  luxury  aha-cd  nic  in  my  own  eyes,  while 
here  my  self-respect  was  restored  to  me.  as  I  sought  to  ex- 
tend the  firotection  that  a  man  is  sc  eager  to  make  felt,  over 
these  two  women,  who  in  the  bare  sim[)licity  of  the  existenc*! 
in  tliiMT  brown  rnoni  seemed  to  live  whollv  in  the  feelings  of 
their  hearths.  As  1  (anie  up  to  T';,uline.  she  looked  at  me  in 
an  almost  motherly  «  av  :  her  liands  -hook  a  little  as  she  held 
'he  lamj),  so  that  the  iighi   feii  cm  me,  and  cried: 
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"  'Dicu  !  how  jKiIc  vdii  arc  !  .iiid  yoii  are  wet  tliroii;:h  !  My 
nioilicr  will  tn-  lo  v\i|.r  vun  ,lry  .\i(.ii>itiir  Hiiplmrl/'^-iir  went 
on.  after  a  little  paux'.  -von  are  >u  verv  fond  of  milk,  an<l  to- 
ni^rht  \v>'  happiii  to  lia\e  ^^I,H•  cream.  Here,  will  vou  not 
take  ^niiic!'' 

^  "She  pounced  like  a  kitten,  on  a  china  howl  full  (,f  milk. 
She  did  it  -o  ipiicklv.  and  oui  it  before  u\v  so  prettilv,  that 
I  hesitated, 

'"Vou  are  going  to  refuse  nier"  she  said,  and  her  tones 
changed. 

"The  pride  in  each  felt  fnr  the  (, tiler's  pride.  It  was 
Pauline's  pov.rty  that  seemed  to  liumiliate  Iht,  and  to  re- 
proach me  with  my  want  of  consideration,  and  I  melted  at  enee 
and  accepted  th.'  cream  that  might  Iiave  heen  meant  for  her 
morning's  hreakfast.  The  poor  child  tried  not  to  show  her 
joy,  hut  her  eyes  sparkled. 

'"1  needed  it  hadly,'  I  said  as  F  sat  down.  (.\n  an.xious 
look  passed  over  her  face.)  'Do  vou  rememher  tliat  jms.sage 
Paulino,  where  Kossuet  tells  how  (;od  gave  more  abundant 

^^u'^'-'  ^"J  ^  ^'"''  ^^  ^"''^  "'"'"''  ^''""  ^"''  "  victory?' 

"  'Yes,'  she  said,  her  heart  beating  like  .some  wild  bird's  in 

a  child's  hands. 

"  '\V<.|!.  as  we  shall  part  very  soon,  now,'  I  went  on  in  an 

unsteady    voic(>,    'you    must    let    me   show    mv   gratitude   to 

you  and  to  your  mother  f<^r  all  the  care  vou  have  taken  of 

mo.' 

"'Oh,  don't  let  us  cast  accounts.'  she  said.  lauLdiins,'.  But 
hor  laughter  covered  an  agitation  that  gave  me  pain.  "l  went 
on  without  appearing  to  hear  her  words: 

'"My  piano  is  one  of  Krard's  host  instruments:  and  vou 
nni.st  take  it.  Pray  accept  it  without  hesitation;  1  really 
<'''uld  not  take  it  with  me  on  the  journev  I  am  about  to 
make.' 

"Perhaps  tno  melanch.ily  tones  in  which  I  spoke  en- 
lightened the  two  women,  for  ihev  s.M.nied  to  understand  and 
eyed  me  with  .nrio.iiy  and  alarm.  Mere  was  the  af!eetion 
that   I    had   looked  for  in  the  glacial   regions  of  the  great 
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world,  true  affectinn,  unostentati()U.>  br.t  tender        ^  pcssilily 
lastinj^. 

"  'Don't  take  it  to  lieart  jjo.'  tlio  mother  said ;  'stay  on  here. 
My  husl)and  is  on  his  way  towards  us  even  now,"  she  went  on. 
'I  looked  into  the  (iospel  of  St.  .fohn  this  evening  while 
Pauline  hung  our  door-key  in  a  Hihie  from  her  fingers.  'Hie 
key  turned:  that  means  that  (iauc'in  is  in  health  and  dning 
Will.  Pauline  lu'iran  again  for  you  and  for  the  young  man  in 
number  seven — it  turned  for  you.  hut  not  for  him.  We  are 
all  going  to  he  rieli.  (laudin  will  come  baik  a  millionaire. 
I  dreamed  once  that  I  saw  him  in  a  ship  full  of  serpents; 
luckily  tiie  water  was  rough,  and  tliat  means  gold  or  precious 
stones  from  over-sea.' 

"The  silly,  friendly  words  were  like  the  crooning  lullahv 
with  which  a  mother  soothes  her  sick  child  :  they  in  a  manner 
calmed  me.  Tiiere  was  a  jdea.-ant  heartiness  in  the  worthy 
woman's  looks  and  tones,  which,  if  it  could  not  remove 
trouble,  at  any  rate  sootlieil  and  (piieted  it.  and  deadened  the 
pain.  Pauline,  keener-sighted  than  her  mother,  studied  me 
uneasil}  ;  her  quick  eyes  seemed  to  read  my  life  and  my 
future.  I  thanked  the  mother  and  daughter  by  an  inclina- 
tion of  the  head,  and  hurried  away;  I  was  afraid  I  ishould 
break  down. 

"I  found  myself  alone  under  my  roof,  and  laid  myself 
down  in  my  misery.  My  unhappy  imagination  suggested 
numberless  baseless  projects,  and  prescribed  impossible  reso- 
lutions. When  a  man  is  struggling  in  the  wreck  of  his 
fortunes,  he  is  not  (piite  without  resonrces.  but  '  was  engulfed. 
Ah.  my  dear  fellow,  we  are  too  ready  to  blame  the  wretched. 
Let  us  be  less  harsh  on  the  results  of  the  mo-^t  powerful  of 
all  social  solvents.  Where  poverty  is  absolute  there  exist  no 
such  things  as  shame  or  crime,  or  virtue  or  intelligence.  I 
knew  not  what  to  do;  I  was  as  defenceless  as  a  maiden  on  her 
knees  before  a  beast  of  prey.  A  penniless  man  who  has  no 
ties  to  bind  him  is  master  of  himself  at  anv  rate,  but  a 
luckless  wretch  who  i>  in  love  no  longer  Itelongs  to  him-clf. 
and  may  not  take  hi>  own  life.     Love  makes  us  almost  sacred 
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in  nur  own  eyes ;  it  i<  ilic  !:  fi'  of  MrmtfnT  thnt  uc  ri'vcrf  within 

ns;   liifn   nuA  -d  l)CLMn<   I'"!-  ii-  the  cniclr^t   tnuifilc  of  .ill 

the  ini-crv  with  n  li'ipr  in  it.  ;i  iinpc  for  wliich  we  irni>t  «'V('n 
lirar  oiir  toriin'iil-  I  ilion^'hi  I  «iiiiiil  ;,'r)  to  I'ii-tiLriiiic  on 
till'  inoi'i'ov  lo  (iitifiilf  I'lrdor-.r,-  si  f;iii.:_'i'  rr.-olution  to  liirn, 
and  uitli  tlini   I  -li'pt. 

'''All,  iia  I"  cihil  ii:i~iiL:ii:ii-.  a-  he  -aw  nic  enter  hi-:  loiL'-ini; 
at  nine  o'clm  k  in  the  n'oriimLr.  'I  know  uhal  liriiii:>  von 
liere.        Ko'ilora   l:a~  (li-iiii--eii   \ciii.        Some  kind  souls,  wiio 

Were   jrajolis    (pf    \oiir   aseendille\     ovrr    l!le   eoiniti'ss,    irjivc    out 

that  \oii  were  i^oiM'.'  to  lie  niiirrird.  Heaven  otilv  knows 
what  follir-  \oiir  ri\a!-  have  ciiiiiiiiied  you  uitli.  and  what 
slanders   havi-  lueii  direeled  at    vou.' 

■"'I'hat  e\|ilaitH  evervihiiiLT :'  I  exejainied,  I  remi'iiihered 
all  niy  [insuiiiiitiious  sju'eehe^  and  ;:ave  tlu  countess  credit 
for  iiu  little  inauiianiniity.  It  pleased  nie  to  think  that  I 
was  a  miscreant  who  jiad  not  h.^n  punished  marly  enouirh. 
and  I  saw  nothiiiir  in  her  indiilp'nct^  hut  tiie  loiig-siitrerin" 
cliarity  of  love. 

"Wot  (|uite  so  fast.'  ur^'cl  the  prudent  Cascon;  'hi'dora 
lias  all  the  sa.LTacitv  natural  to  a  profoundly  selfi>h  woman; 
perhaps  she  may  have  taken  your  mea-ure  while  you  still 
coveted  oidy  her  money  and  h^r  splendor:  in  -pite  of  all  voiir 
care,  sho  could  have  read  you  throutdi  and  throuixli.  She 
can  dis-emlile  far  too  well  to  h't  any  dissimulation  pass  un- 
detected. T  fear.'  he  went  on.  'that  [  have  hrouirht  you  into 
a  hail  way  In  spite  of  her  cleverni'ss  and  her  tact,  -iie  seems 
to  me  a  domineerinir  sort  of  person,  like  everv  woman  who 
ran  only  feel  pleasure  thiMuirh  Iier  hrain.  Happiness  for 
her  lies  entirely  in  a  conifortahlo  life  and  in  social  pleasures* 
her  sentiment  is  fmly  assiuiKul:  she  will  make  yr)u  miserable; 
yon  will  he  lier  head  footman.' 

"lie  -^pnk.-  to  the  deaf.  I  hroke  hi  upon  him.  disrlos- 
inp,  with  an  atfectation  of  li,<:ht-heartedness,  the  state  of  my 
finance.-. 

"'Ve^terdav  evenin;:.'  he  rejoim^d.  luck  ran  airainst  me, 
and   that   carried   oil  all   my   available  cash.     J^ut    for  that 
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trivial  mishap.  1  wnuld  !.'!:i(lly  Ii;ivi'  -limil  my  piir-i-  with 
vmi.  I'lUt  111  11-  L'"  .-iihI  lir>'akt'a-t  at  tlif  n-iauraiii  ;  i)crlia[(- 
tluTc  if  pM>il  cniinscl  ill  (>\>tfTs.' 

'"Hf  (irt'ssfd.  aii'l  liail  Iii-  tiUmry  !>r.Mi;.'!ii  ruiiinl.  We 
went  to  tlif  Cafi'  <li'  I'ari-  lik''  a  cniiiilr  >>{  iiiillinnain's,  nniictl 
witli  all  the  amlarituH  iiii|iritituiiri'  of  the  >[)c('iilat()r  whose 
capital  is  imaginary,  'i'liat  ilcvil  of  a  (la^con  'piitc  <li-con- 
ciTtod  mo  hv  tlu'  conjiicss  of  his  riiai.iicr~  anil  hi-  alwoliiti' 
Sflf-possi'ssioii.  \V!iih'  Wf  wiTi'  takinu'  cntTr.'  aftrr  an  •■\- 
(H'llont  and  wcli-onlircd  rcoa-t.  a  vniiiiL'  ilamly  <nt<Tcil.  who 
did  not  esrapf  Ra>ti,i;nac.  lie  had  l»tii  iioddin-:  here  and 
tliorc  amoriL'  tho  crowd  tn  thi-  or  that  yninii,'  man,  dis- 
tinpuishod  hoth  hy  personal  attractions  and  decant  attire, 
and  now-  he  said  to  me : 

"'Here's  vour  man.'  as  he  beckoned  to  this  pnitleman 
with  a  wonderful  cravat,  who  seemed  to  \h:  lookin.L'  for  a  tai)le 
that  suited  his  ideas. 

"'That  rogue  has  heen  decorated  for  liringing  nut  hooks 
that  ho  doesn't  understand  a  word  of.'  whispered  Ua-tiL'iiac; 
'he  is  a  chemist,  a  historian,  a  nnvcji.-t.  and  a  political  writer; 
he  has  gone  halves,  thirds,  or  (piartcrs  in  the  authorship  nf  I 
don't  know  how  many  plays,  and  he  is  as  ignorant  as  Dom 
Miguel's  mule.  He  is  mi  a  man  so  mucli  as  n  name,  a  label  (hat 
the  piihlic  is  familiar  with.  So  he  would  do  well  to  avoid 
sho])s  inscribed  with  the  motto.  "/'  /  /''-;»  ;-»;//  rrrn-''  sni-tih'wr." 
Ho  i3  acute  enough  to  deceive  an  entire  congress  of  di{)lo- 
matists.  In  a  couple  of  words,  he  is  a  moral  half-caste,  not 
(piite  a  fraud,  nor  entirely  geiiuitie.  But.  hu^h  !  he  ha<  suc- 
ceeded already;  nobody  asks  anything  furtlur,  and  every  one 
calls  him  an  illustrious  man.' 

"'Well,  mv  esteetned  and  excellent  friend,  and  how  may 
Your  Intelligence  he?'  So  Ha<tignac  addressed  the  stranger 
as  he  sat  down  at  a  neighboring  table. 

" 'Xcither  well  nor  ill;  1  am  overwhelmed  with  work.  I 
have  all  the  nece-<ary  material-  for  -oine  very  curiou.s  his- 
torical  memoirs   in   my   liauds,   and   1   caiinol   liud   any   one 
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to  whrnn  [  can  ii  crilic  iIhiii.      It  wnrriis  tiic.  fnr  I  -liiill  liavo 
t<)  he  (|uiik  aliDiit  It.      MciiKiirs  an-  falliii;,'  oiM  ..f  la-linni.' 

"'What  arc  llic  miiiiDir-  -<()iitcinjtorunc()u.«,  aiuiciii,  or 
nu'iiioirs  of  the  ciiiirl,  or  w  hat  Y 

""I'hcy  relate  to  the  Neckhice  alTair.' 

"  'Now,  isift  that  a  coiiiciih'iice:''  .^j.h!  Ii'asti^rnac,  turiiiii),'  to 
nic  and  hin^'hin^'.  He  looked  npiin  to  the  literary  spccuhi- 
tion.  and  said,   indicating,'  me: 

"'Ttiis  is  M.  de  \identin.  one  of  my  fiietids.  whom  I 
must  introduce  to  you  as  one  of  our  future  li.erary  ct^ehntu's. 
lie  had  formerly  an  aunt,  a  niai^iui-e,  much,  in  favor  onri>  at 
court,  and  for  aliout  two  years  he  has  heen  writing.'  a  loyalist 
history  of  the  Ifevolution.' 

''Then,  hcndiii^;  over  tJus  sin^'ular  man  of  business,  he 
went  on: 

"  'Ik'  i.«  a  man  of  talent,  and  a  simpleton  that  will  do 
your  memoirs  for  you,  in  his  aunt's  name,  for  u  hundred 
crowns  a  volume.' 

"  'It's  a  bargain,'  said  the  other,  adjusting  his  cravat. 
'Waiter,  my  oysters.' 

'"Ves,  but  you  must  jrivo  mo  twenty-five  louis  as  com- 
mission, and  you  will  pay  him  in  advance  for  each  volume,' 
said  Hasti^Miac. 

"'No,  no.  He  shall  only  have  lifty  crowns  on  account, 
and  then  1  shall  he  sure  of  having  mv  manuscript  punc- 
tually.' ~  V    V 

"Kastifrnac  repeated  this  business  conversation  to  me  in 
low  tones;  and  then,  without  giving'  me  any  voice  in  the 
matter,  he  re])lied  : 

"  'We  agree  to  your  proposal  When  can  we  call  upon  you 
to  arrange  the  affair?' 

"  'Oh,  well !  Come  and  dine  liere  to-morrow  at  seven 
o'clock.' 

"We  rose.  Kastignac  flung  >ome  money  to  the  waiter, 
put  the  hill  in  )iis  pocket,  ami  we  went  out.  I  was  <piite 
stupefied  by  the  tli[)j)aniy  and  ea>e  with  which  he  had  sold  my 
venerable  aunt,  la  Maniuise  de  Montbaurun. 
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"'I  would  -iM.iKT  tiik.-  >\n\)  fur  tli--  I'-rn/iU.  and  <:\i>'  tli.' 
Imlinns  Ii>miii>  in  aluilini.  tlidii^'h  I  dnn'i  kiiuw  a  word  "f  it, 
thiin  tanii'li  my  fiitiiily  iiaiuf." 

"Ha«ti.L'H!ic  liiirst  out  lauirliinir. 

" 'Jlow  ilciirc  you  ate  I  'Take  ilii"  fifty  frowns;  in  the  first 
instanci'.  aiid  write  the  iiiciiioir>.  Wli^n  you  liavi'  !ini>lit'd 
tlu'iii,  vou  will  (li'dinc  to  |iul(li-li  tlitin  in  vour  aunt"-  name, 
iiiiliccilr  I  .Madame  d''  Moiillpaiiroii,  with  \\>t  Imoprd  jietti- 
coat,  litT  rank  ami  hiauty.  rmiL.'*'  and  .-lippi  r-.  and  ii'T  d'Mtli 
upon  lilt'  >(atTMld.  is  worth  a  ^Tcal  deal  nioP'  tli  in  >:\  liiindn'd 
francs.  And  ilim.  if  tin'  trade  will  not  ;j\\<-  your  aunt  Iut 
dui',  sonii'  old  advi'iitun'r.  or  -omc  -liady  countes-  or  other, 
will  1)0  found  to  put  lit>r  natiie  to  the  memoirs.' 

"'Oh,'  I  groaned;  'why  did  1  (juii  the  i.lamele<s  life  in 
niv  garret?  This  world  ha-  a.-pect-  that  are  very  vilely  dis- 
honorahk'.' 

"'Yes,'  said  Hastignar,  'tlia,  is  all  very  poelieal,  hut  this 
is  a  matter  of  hu^iIle.■.s.  What  a  child  you  arel  Now.  listen 
to  nic.  As  to  your  work,  the  piihlie  will  decide  upon  it ;  and 
as  for  my  literary  miildle-nian,  hasn't  he  devoted  eiirht  years 
of  his  life  to  ohtaining  a  fi>oting  in  the  hook-traiie,  and 
paid  heavily  for  his  e.vpericiue?  You  divide  the  money  and 
the  lahor  of  the  hook  with  him  very  uneijuaily.  hut  isn't  yours 
the  better  part?  Twenty-five  louis  means  a<  much  to  you  as 
a  thousand  francs  does  to  him.  ( 'onic.  y(.u  caii  write  historical 
memoirs,  a  work  of  art  such  as  never  was.  since  Diderot  once 
wrote  si.x  sermons  for  a  hundred  crowns!" 

"  'After  all,'  T  said,  io  agitatimi,  M  cannot  choose  hut  do  it. 
So,  my  dear  friend,  my  thank-  are  due  to  you.  I  >liall  be 
quite  rich  with  twenty-five  loui-.' 

"'Richer  than  you  think.'  he  laughed.  'If  I  have  my 
commission  from  Finot  in  this  matter,  it  goes  to  you,  can't 
you  see?  Xow  let  us  go  to  the  Hois  de  Bouloirne.'  he  said; 
'we  shall  see  your  countess  there,  and  I  will  show  you  the 
pretty  little  widow  that  I  am  to  marry — a  charming  woman, 
an  Alsacienne.  rather  ])lunip.  She  reads  Kani.  Schiller, 
Jean  Paul,  and  a  host  of  lachrymose  books.       She  ha.s  a 
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manifi  for  fontinimlly  ;i^l<inj:  my  opinion,  and  r  Iiavo  to  look 
;is  If  I  .nl.Tr.)  int..  all  thi^  (Jmnan  >>.nMl,ilit v.  ;in.l  tn  knou- 
a  pack  of  l„-i!lacl<_  ,],.„-..  all  of  th^m.  that 'mv  doctor  ab- 
solntriv  prniulMl>.  A.  vet  I  hav,.  nnt  Invn  aMo'to  uvan  her 
from  hrr  lit,.rarv  cntlin-iasms ;  <hr  >1„.,1.  t.,rrrnt<  of  t,,,,.  as 
she  Tvads  (;ort!H..  tuu]  I  1,mv..  to  \vo,.p  a  littlo  nivsolf  To  p|,.a<e 
i(T.  for  .1h.  h,s  ;,„  i,u.o,„r  nf  (1  ft V  lhonsMn.1  li'vn-.  ,nv  ,loar 
I'ov  a„,l  ,1  .  ,„vtt„..t  littlr  hand  and  font  in  tho  world"  Oh 
If  s...  unnl.l  only  say  mnn  ,nujr  and  hrnulUrr  in-trad  ui  rnun 
ttnr/n-  an. I  ,,rn,n/lu-.  >ho  would  he  pcrf.Ttion  !' 

"Wo  siu-  tho  camtos..  radiant  amid  the  sph-ndor^  of  her 
oquipa-...  The  oo.inctto  howed  vorv  -racio.HJv  to  n.  both 
am  .1,0  smth.  sho  ...v.  n,o  >.vn,..d  to  „„>  to  bo  divino  and 
ft.  I  of  lov...  I  was  vorv  happv:  I  fan.-i.d  mv-olf  bolovod  ■ 
I  had  monov.  a  woalth  of  Inv.  in  n>v  bran,  and  n  .  troubles 
«-oro  ov.T.  1  was  liLd.t-hrart.d.  hlith-.  and  rontoni."  ]  found 
my  fnon.i  s  lady-lovo  <-hafmini:.  Karib  atid  air  and  lioawn 
—all  nature— socmod  to  retle.-i  Ko-dora's  stnih'  for  nie 

"As  wo  retiirm'd  throu.irli  tho  (•hamI)s-t^^sees        .  p.,id  a 
visit  to  Rasti.Lrnao-s  batfr  and  lailor.     Thanks  to  fho  -NVek- 
laee,    ,ny  niH-nidrant  p..a..e-footin^^  was  to  .nd.  and   [  mado 
fonnnlable  p.vparations   for  a  .ampai.n.        Uenoeforward  I 
need  not  shrink  from  a  oontost  with  tho  spruoe  an<l  fashion- 
able younp  m,.„  who  mad.   hodora's  eirobv      I   went  home 
locked    myself   in.   and   .tood   by   n,y   dormer   win.b,w.   out- 
wanlly  calm  enoiioh.  l,ut   in   reality   I   ba.le  a   last   -ood-bve 
to  the  roofs  with.nit.     T  bep.n  to  live  in  the  future,  rehearsed 
my  life  drama,  and  diseounted  love  and  its  happin.-s       \h 
how  stormy  life  ean  -.ow  to  be  within  the  four  waHs  of  a 
parn't)     The  soul  w.tliin  us  is  like  a  fairv:  she  turns  .traw 
into  diamonds  for  us:  and  for  us.  at  a  touch  of  b.r  wand 
encatit.d  palaces  arise,  as  flowers  in  the  meadows  sprin-  im 
towards  the  sun.  -  '       "^     P 

"Toward-  noon,  next  .lay.  Pauline  knoek.-d  ^^entlv  at  mv 
.^.or  and  bron.dit  mc-who  could  ,.uess  it^-a  note  from 
T-o.dora.  rho  countess  asked  me  to  take  her  to  the  Lnxem- 
botu...  and  to  .:o  thenee  to  see  with  her  the  Museumand 
Jardiu  des  I'iautes. 
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"'The  man  i,*  waiting:  fnr  an  answer,'  said  Pauline,  after 
quietly  waiting  for  a  moment. 

"J  hastily  scrawled  my  aeknnwledginents,  and  Paulino  took 
the  note.  1  changed  my  dres.>.  Wlicn  my  toilctto  was  ended, 
and  I  looked  at  my>clt'  with  >ome  complaisanee,  an  icy  shiver 
ran  through  me  as  I  tliought : 

'*  'Will  i-"(edora  walk  or  drive?  Will  it  rain  or  shine? — N'o 
matter,  though."  I  said  to  iiiy-e!f:  •whichever  it  i.-.  can  one 
ever  reckon  with  fi'niitiiiie  c^iprice?  She  will  have  no  money 
about  her.  and  will  want  in  .::i\e  a  d./eii  francs  to  S(ime  littlo 
Savoyard  l)ecause  his  rags  arc  ])icturc-;i|U".' 

"\  had  not  a  lira.--  farthing',  and  >linuld  have  no  money  till 
the  evening  came.  Ilmv  dearly  a  |inct  pays  for  the  intel- 
lectual prowc.-s  that  method  and  tod  have  hrought  him.  at 
such  crises  of  our  youth!  I  iiinimeiMhle  painfully  vivid 
thoughts  pierceil  me  like  harlis.  I  lonketl  out  of  my  window; 
the  v.-eather  was  very  unsettleil.  If  thing's  fell  out  hadly.  I 
might  easilv  hire  a  call  for  the  day:  hut  would  not  the  fear 
lie  on  me  every  moment  that  1  might  not  meet  Finot  in  the 
evening?  I  felt  too  weak  to  endure  such  fears  in  the  midst 
of  mv  felicitv.  'I'lmugh  I  felt  >un'  that  I  r-houhl  find  nothing, 
I  began  a  grand  search  through  my  rooiu:  1  looked  f^r  iinai:- 
inary  coins  in  the  recesses  of  my  mattress:  i  hurUed  about 
everywh(,'re — I  even  shook  out  my  old  hoots.  .\  nervous  fever 
seized  me;  1  looked  with  wild  eyes  at  the  furniture  when  I 
had  ransacked  it  all.  Will  you  understaml.  1  wonder,  the 
e.vcitement  that  pfissesscd  me  when,  plunged  deep  in  the  list- 
lessne.<s  of  despair,  1  opened  my  writing-table  drawer,  and 
found  a  fair  and  >j)lendid  ten-franc  piece  that  shone  like  a 
rising  star,  new  and  sparkling,  and  >lily  hiding  in  a  cranny 
between  two  boards?  I  did  not  try  to  account  for  it-  pn-vious 
reserve  and  the  cruelty  of  which  it  bad  lieen  guilty  iti  thus 
lying  hidden:  I  kissed  it  for  a  friend  faithfid  in  adversity, 
and  hailed  it  with  a  cry  that  found  an  echo,  and  nuide  me 
turn  sharply,  to  find  Pauline  with  a  face  grown  white. 

"'1  llio\i<:hl,"  she  fail'ivd.  "ihat  \  uu  hail  iiiirl  \nnr-... If! 
The  man  who  Ijrought  tlie  letter '   (she  broke  off  a.-,  if 
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something  pmotliored  licr  voice).  'Rut  motluT  has  paid 
him,'  fthc  added,  and  ilittt'd  away  lil<e  a  wayuard.  (•iii)ricinus 
fiiild.  Poor  littli'  one  !  I  wanted  iicr  to  shaiv  my  ha|p[)iiK'ss. 
1  seemed  to  have  all  the  hapijiiiess  in  the  world  witliin  me  jiiht 
then  :  and  1  wovihi  fain  iiave  returned  to  the  unhappy,  all  that 
1  felt  as  if  I  had  >tolen  from  tliem. 

"Tlie  intuitive  perception  of  adversity  is  pound  for  the 
most  part ;  tiie  countess  ha<!  sent  away  her  carria<re.  One  of 
those  freaks  tiiat  pretty  women  can  ^earcely  explain  to  them- 
selves iiad  determined  her  to  jro  on  foot,  hy  way  of  the  houle- 
vards.  to  the  dardiii  iU'<  I'lantes. 

•"It  will  rain,"  1  told  her,  and  it  plea.sed  her  to  contradict 
me. 

"As  it  fell  out.  the  weather  uas  fine  while  we  went  through 
the  Luxembourg:  when  we  came  out.  some  drops  fell  from 
a  great  cloud,  whose  progress.  I  had  watched  uneasily,  and  we 
took  a  cab.  At  the  Mu-eum  I  was  about  to  dismiss  the 
vehicle,  and  Fcedora  (what  aL^onies!)  asked  me  not  to  do  so. 
But  it  was  like  a  dream  in  broad  daylight  for  me,  to  chat  with 
her.  to  wander  in  the  Jardin  d(  s  Plantes.  m  stray  down  the 
shady  alleys,  to  fet'l  her  hand  upon  my  arm  :  the  secret  trans- 
ports repressed  in  me  were  rcchu'cd.  no  doubt,  to  a  fixed  and 
foolisli  smile  upon  my  lips;  there  wa^  something  unreal  about 
it  all.  Vet  in  all  her  movements,  however  alluring,  whether 
we  stood  or  whether  we  walked,  there  was  nothing  either 
tender  or  lover-like.  When  I  triei]  t<i  share  in  a  measure  tlie 
action  of  movement  prompted  by  her  life,  1  became  aware  of 
a  check,  or  of  something  strange  in  her  that  I  cannot  explain, 
of  an  inner  activity  concealed  in  her  nature.  There  is  no 
suavity  about  the  movements  of  women  who  have  no  soul  in 
them.  Our  wills  were  oppo-ed.  and  we  did  not  kivp  step 
togi'ther.  Words  are  wanting  to  describe  this  outward  dis- 
sonance between  two  beings;  wc  are  not  accustomed  to  read 
a  thought  in  a  movemtrnt.  We  instinctively  feel  this 
phenomenon  of  our  nature,  but  it  cannot  b(>e\pressed. 

"f    did   not    dis.seet    my    sensations    dui-ing    those    violent 
seizures  of  passion,"   Raphael  went  on,  after  a  moment  of 
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silence,  as  if  lie  werv  n'lilyiiiir  to  an  clijcciiim  raiscil  hy  liim- 
self.  '"I  (lid  imt  ;iiialy/,f  my  |ilca~iiif,--  rmr  cuuiit  my  heart- 
boats  tlii'ii.  a>  a  mi-iT  scriit  ini/.c-  ami  U(i;:lis  liis  pild  pit'ccs. 
No;  ('xpci'icticc  shtJs  its  mt'Iimi-lioly  liirlit  (>\t>r  rlic  events  of 
tlie  jiast  to-ilav.  ;iml  m<  inor\  liniiL's  ilie-e  [pictures  hack,  as 
the  >ea-ua\es  in  fair  weather  ca^t  up  frairmeiil  at'ter  frainiieiit 
of  the  (i.''liri-  of  a  \\rcci<ecl  m--^  :  upiM  ihe  -li'and. 

"'It  is  in  your  power  to  render  me  a  ratlier  important 
service,"  said  the  eouiile-s.  looking  at  ine  in  an  emiiarra>scd 
way.  'After  <'ontidinir  to  yon  my  a^er~ion  for  hiver-,  1  feel 
myself  more  at  lilierty  tocnifcat  \oiir  t'ood  olllces  in  the  name 
of  friendship.  Will  thei-e  not  he  very  mueii  more  merit  in 
olilijxin.L'  me  to-day  r"  she  a-ked.  lauudiini.'. 

''I  looked  at  her  in  aiiirni-h.  ller  manner  was  coaxinfi, 
but  in  no  wise  alVeclionaie ;  ~hi'  felt  nothim:'  for  me;  she 
seenieil  to  he  p'ayiiiL!'  a  part,  and  I  thoiiidit  her  a  eon^uni- 
niate  actress.  'I'heii  all  at  once  my  hopes  awoke  once  more, 
at  a  sinixle  look  and  word.  Yet  if  revivint:  love  expressed 
itself  in  my  eye^.  she  hore  its  lic-hl  without  any  cliaTiL'e  in 
the  clearness  of  her  own:  they  -eemed.  like  a  timer's  eves, 
to  have  n  sheet  of  metal  l)ehind  them.  I  used  to  hate  her  in 
such  moments. 

"'The  intlueiice  of  the  Due  de  Xavarreins  would  he  very 
useful  to  me.  witli  an  all-|)owerfuI  persoTi  in  Russia,'  she  went 
on,  persuasion  in  every  modulation  of  her  voice,  'whose  in- 
tc^rventioii  I  need  in  oi-der  to  have  ju-tiee  done  me  in  a  matter 
the  concerns  hoth  my  fortune  and  niv  position  in  the  world, 
that  is  to  sav.  the  reco;rnition  of  my  marriaL'e  l>v  the  j-juperor. 
Ts  not  the  Due  de  Xavarrein~  a  cousin  of  yours?  A  letter 
from  him  would  settle  everything.' 

"'I  am  yours."  I  an-wer<'d  :  'command  me.' 

"  '\(n\  are  vcrv  nice.'  she  said,  pres^imr  mv  hand.  'T'onie 
and  have  ilinner  with  me.  and  1  will  tell  you  everything',  a.'? 
if  you  were  my  confessor.' 

"So  tills  di-ereet.  su-picious  woman,  who  had  nev(>r  been 
heard  lo  -peak  a  word  about  her  atfair-  to  any  one,  \va<  j.^oing 
to  consult  me. 
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"'Oh.  how  (Icir  to  i,;.'  is  \h\<  silciici'  that  vmi  have  im- 
posed on  iiicl"  I  i-ricil  :  •lnit  [  woiilil  ratluT  have  hail  t^omi' 
sharper  onlca!  >iill.'  And  slic  siinhd  iipoti  the  intoxication 
in  my  eye-;  -ho  dii]  not  njoct  my  adr  ration  in  any  way; 
surely  nfic  loved  me  I 

"Fortunately,  my  piir^e  held  just  enonizi  'n  satisfy  her  oah- 
man.  Tlu'  day  spent  in  her  hou^e.  alone  with  her.  was 
deliciou- :  it  was  the  lir-t  lime  that  I  had  -een  her  in  this 
way.  Iliiherlo  wo  had  always  heen  kopt  apart  hv  the  pres- 
ence of  others,  and  liy  Ikt  formal  poliienr>-  and  reserved 
manners,  even  diiriiii:  lur  ma^nifh.iil  dinner- :  imt  now  it 
was  as  if  1  lived  Icncath  her  own  idid' — I  had  her  all  to  mv- 
sclf,  so  to  speak.  My  waiulerin-  fancy  hroke  down  harriers. 
arran<:ed  the  events  of  life  to  my  liking',  and  -iivpnl  un-  in 
hajipine.-s  and  love.  I  ^ocnu'd  to  inyself  her  Im-haiid.  I  liked 
to  watch  her  husied  wiili  little  detads:  it  was  a  pha-ure  to 
me  even  to  see  her  take  ofT  hi'r  lioniiet  ami  >hawl.  .She  left 
me  alone  for  a  little,  ami  came  hack,  eliarnnni:.  with  Ikt  hair 
newly  arran-red  :  and  this  dainty  chanire  of  toilette  had  heen 
made  for  me ! 

"Durinfr  the  dinner  sIk^  lavished  attention  upon  m(\  and 
put  charm  without  end  into  tho-e  iiund)erless  tritlcs  to  all 
scemine,  that  ni;d<e  n[)  half  n['  our  existence  neverth. ■!('■.;>.  As 
we  sat  toirether  lud'ore  a  erarklinu''  fire,  (in  silkmi  eu-hions 
surrounded  hy  the  most  desirahle  creations  of  Oriental 
lu.xiiry:  as  I  saw  this  woman  whose  famous  heautv  made 
everv  heart  Iteat.  so  close  to  me:  an  nnapfiroachahle  woman 
who  was  talking''  and  brin.irinir  all  her  pouor<  of  eoiinetrv  to 
bear  uf)on  me;  then  my  blissful  pleasure  rose  almo<t  to  the 
point  of  sufferin;:.  To  my  vexation.  I  recollected  the  important 
business  to  he  concluded:  ]  determined  to  po  to  keep  the 
appointment  made  for  me  for  this  evenini:. 
"'So  soon?'  she  said,  -(^eintr  me  taki'  mv  hat. 
"She  loved  me.  tlun  I  or  I  thouirhf  -o  at  lea-t.  from  the 
bland  lones  in  which  those  two  words  were  utt' nd.  I  would 
then  have  bartered  a  couple  uf  year-  id"  life  for  everv  hour 
she  ( linse  to  urant  to  me.  and  so  prolon^^  mv  ecsta.sy.       My 
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happincs-i  wns  incn'M^cd  by  th»^  cNtcnt  of  tlip  mnnoy  I 
Piicrilu'i'd.  It  was  inidniirht  f)(fnn'  she  iii~mi>-r(l  tw.  I?iit 
on  the  iiidrrow.  for  al!  that,  my  licroi-in  cor-t  iiu'  a  jrood  many 
remorseful  pan<:s :  I  was  afraid  tli"  affair  of  the  Memoirs, 
now  of  siiili  importance  for  me.  mi>:lil  iiavc  fall«>n  tliron<,di, 
and  rushed  <ilf  to  h'astitriiae.  We  found  tlie  nominal  auihi)r 
of  Tny  future  iaiiors  just  ^u'ttinj:  uj>. 

■'Finot  rrad  over  a  brief  aLrreemeiit  to  me.  in  which  nothint; 
whatever  was  said  about  my  aunt,  and  when  it  iiad  l)ccn 
si^rned  he  paid  me  down  fifty  crown.-,  am!  the  thn'c  of  us 
breakfasted  topetlii>r.  I  had  only  thirty  francs  left  over, 
when  I  had  paid  for  my  new  hat.  for  sixty  tickets  at  thirty 
pons  each,  and  settled  my  dbts;  bul  for  some  days  to  come 
the  ditlieulties  of  living'  were  rentoved.  if  I  had  i)Ut  listened 
to  l^astiirnae.  I  miirht  have  had  abundance  by  frankly  adopt- 
in.LT  the  'l-inirli^h  sy.-tt'iri.'  lie  really  wanted  to  establish  my 
credit  liv  s(ntin<:  me  to  raise  loans,  on  the  theory  that  bor- 
rowing: is  the  basis  of  credit.  To  hear  him  talk,  the  fuiuro 
wa-;  th.e  larjrest  and  most  secure  kind  of  capital  in  the  world. 
^\\-  future  hick  was  hypotheeatid  for  the  iieneflt  of  my 
creditors,  and  he  ^'ave  my  custom  to  his  tailor,  an  artist,  and 
a  vounfT  man's  tailor,  who  was  to  have  me  in  peace  until  I 
married. 

"The  monastic  life  of  study  that  I  had  led  for  three  years 
past  ended  on  this  day.  I  fre(]uented  F(edora's  house  very 
dili,L''eutlv,i!nil  t  ried  to  outshine  the  heroe<  or  the  swaLTpTers  to 
bo  found  in  her  circle.  When  I  believed  that  1  had  left 
povertv  for  ever  b(>hind  me.  I  regained  my  freedom  of  mind, 
Iniiiiiliated  mv  rival-,  and  was  looked  u[)on  as  a  v.Ty  attrai'tive, 
daxxlinsx.  and  irresistible  sort  of  num.  Hut  acute  folk  used  to 
say  with  rei:ard  to  me.  '.X  fellow  a-  clever  a-  that  will  keep 
all  his  entliu-iasms  in  his  brain.'  and  charitably  extolled  my 
faculties  at  the  expen-c  of  my  fei'litiL"'-.  'I-n'l  he  luckv,  not 
to  be  in  love  I"  they  (>xclaimed.  'If  he  were,  could  he  be  so 
lijlht-hearte.l  and  animated:-"  Yet  in  Ko'd(.ra's  presence  I 
was  as  dull  as  love  could  make  nie.  When  1  was  ahme  with 
her,  I  had  not  a  word  to  .-ay,  or  if  I  did  speak,  1  renounced 
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lovo;  and  T  alTcrtcl  L-aiity  Imt  ill.  like  a  fdiirtifr  who  has  a 
hithr  iii(.i'iili.;iiioii  I,,  !ii,|,  .  I  trie]  ill  ,.\,.r\  \\;i\  |,,  make  iiiv- 
K'lf  itnli->[wi)~ahh.  in  h'T  life,  and  inci'-arv  to  her  vanitv 
and  Id  h.T  cnuifurt  ;  I  \\a>  a  j.!a\  lliin-  at  h.T  pira-inv.  a  slav 
alwavs  ai  h.T  ~idf.  And  uh.n  I  hail  tVitldVil  auav  ihr  day 
in  this  way.  I  u.^nt  iiack  in  my  wnrk  al  niirht.  -ciaiianLr  inrivlv 
\\\n  nr  thrtT  hdiir-"  -iicj.  in  ihc  carlv  tnnmini:. 

"liiil  I  had  not.  like'  IfaMi-iiac.  ih-  'Iji.-li^li  svM.an"  at  niv 
fini:i'i--iii(|-:.  and  I  very  soon  -aw  niy-df  wiih<iiit  a  pcniiv. 
'  '''ll  •■!'  "iicf  intd  that  prccari(iu<  uav  nf  life  which  in- 
(lusliion.-ly  lii(h<  ,nh|  and  niiMTahh.  (h'pth-  hcncath  an 
clusivr  surface  of  luMii-y  :  I  wa-a  ci.\condi  u  ithunt  cuiHiiic<ts, 
a  iiciinih'.-.-.  fn|..  a  nainclo.  pilhmi.  'I'hc  „],]  .Mitrrrin.--  were 
renewed,  hut  h'ss  sharjdy  :  no  dnuht  1  ua~  .L'ni\Hn--  n-rd  to  llie 
painful  cri-i^.  Vi^ry  oftrii  my  .-ole  did  cnn~iMrd  ,,f  the 
scanty  Jirovi-ion  of  cak.  ~  and  tea  that  i~  .ill'i  ivd  in  ilrawin^r- 
roonis.  or  one  ,,f  the  eoiini. -<"  -ri'at  diiin-r-  mn^t  >u>iaiii  nic 
for  two  whole  days.  [  ii-ed  all  mv  time,  and  eNrrted  cverv 
effort  and  all  my  poweis  of  olKcrvation.  to  penetrate  tlio 
imiienelrahle  <  haracter  •>{  j-'iedora,  Alleriiate  Imp,,  and 
despair  had  swayed  my  opinion-:  Wm-  m,.  .he  was  sometimes 
the  tendere-t.  -ometinie-^  the  nio.-t  nnlVeJin-  of  women.  I'.ut 
these  tran.-itioii.-  from  joy  to  >adiie,--  !..  ,ame  uneiiduralile ;  I 
sou.irlit  tu  end  the  horrilde  eontliet  uitliin  me  hv  e\tini:ui>h- 
intr  lovo.  By  the  li^'hl  of  warninLT  ejeam^  tnv  ^.)u!  sometimes 
rocojrniml  the  >jrulf>  that  lay  l„.|ween  iiv  'I'he  counter-:  ,.on- 
firnied  all  my  fear.^:  I  had  never  ;ei  de',,;,d  anv  tear  in  her 
eyes:  an  allVetine-  scene  in  a  plav  hl'i  ii,i-  -milin-  and  iin- 
mov.d.  .\I1  lier  in-tincts  were  se!(i-li:  >he  cmld  not  divine 
an.  .herV  joy  or  sorrow.  She  lia.l  m.i.le  a  fo.d  .,f  me  in 
fact ! 

''I  had  rejoiced  ov.t  a  saerifi.-.'  to  make  for  Ii.t.  and  al- 
most humiliai.'d  m\-,.lf  in  M^kiiii:  .mt  mv  kiiiMnan.  iIh'  Due 
de  N'avarrein>.  .a  -e!li-h  man  who  ua-^  a-ham.-.l  ,,f  ,,p.  p..verty. 
and  hail  injured  m.;  l..o  d.-.jily  not  to  hate  me.  ||,.  receivi'd 
""■  \^'il'i  'li>-  p'llil''  coldni—  that  make-  e\,rv  word  and 
gesture  seem  an  in-ult  :  1k'  looked  mj  ill  al  ea,-e  that   I   pitied 
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Iiim.  I  l.ln-lic'i]  lor  tlii<  [tcttiiu--  iiiiiiil  LTaii'lcur,  ami 
|Hiiiirii'\i-m--  >tiirn\m(l,ii  liy  luxury,  lie  ln\i:an  to  talk  tn 
iin-  "t"  his  licavv  1m-~c~  in  \\\<-  iIiiti'  jm  i'  ccnis,  and  tln'ii  I  told 
him  the  olijirt  of  my  vi-ii.  Tln'  chaTiLTt'  in  liis  iiianncrp, 
hiihi'Mo  Lrlarial.  which  now  ;,'ra(luii!ly  bcfanie  atroctiouate, 
disiru.-t''d  nil'. 

••Well,  he  lallcd  ujion  ihc  counii'j*.  and  coniplett'ly  t'clipsod 
me  with  hiT. 

"On  hini  Fii'dora  ('MTi'i-r<l  ~ncll-:  and  witchcrio.-;  unhi>ard 
of:  she  dri'W  him  into  her  powiT.  and  arraniri'd  luT  whole 
in\>tcrious  hu-im-ss  with  him:  I  ua«  Irt'l  out.  1  heard  not 
a  word  of  it  :  s'lc  had  made  a  tool  of  me  I  She  did  not  si't-ni 
to  lie  awai-f  ot"  my  cxi.-ti'ncf  whili'  my  cou.-in  was  pivsiiit  :  she 
ri'ccivrd  mi'  !i'>>  cordially  pcrhaii^  than  when  1  was  lirsi  ju-c- 
tjcntcf]  to  her.  One  cveiiini:  >he  cho-e  to  mortify  me  hefore 
the  iluki'  hv  a  look,  a  iresture.  that  it  is  useless  to  try  to  e\- 
]iress  in  words.  I  went  away  with  tears  in  my  eyes,  plainiinj^ 
terrihie  and  ouira;icous  scheme-  of  venp'ance  wiliiout  end. 

"I  often  used  to  .lto  with  iier  to  the  theatre.  Love  utterly 
absorhed  me  as  1  sal  hc-ide  her:  as  1  looked  at  her  I  used 
to  <rive  nivself  up  to  the  p'ea-ure  of  ]ivicnin;r  to  the  music, 
puttinir  nil  mv  -oul  into  tlie  dmihle  joy  of  love  and  of  hear- 
in,L'  evcrv  emotion  of  my  lieart  jran-la'cd  into  nnisifal 
cadences.  It  was  mv  pa>-ion  that  tilled  the  air  and  the; 
sta.Lri',  tlial  was  triumpljMit  every;.  1;  ere  hut  with  my  mistres.s. 
Tlien  1  would  take  I'ledora's  hand.  I  used  to  scan  her 
fi'atures  and  her  eyes,  implorini:  of  tliem  some  indication 
that  out  l.lcndi/d  feeliiiL^  po^-i'r.-ed  u-  hoth,  .-eekinir  for  the 
suiM.'U  harmonv  awakened  hv  the  power  of  music,  which 
makes  (Uir  souls  vihraie  in  unison:  hut  her  hand  was  passive, 
her  eyes  <aid  notliitiir. 

•"When  the  (Ire  that  hurtled  in  me  ltIowciI  too  fiercely  from 
the  t'ac."  I  turned  Ujiou  !;cr.  ~he  met  it  with  that  stiulieil  smih> 
of  hers,  the  conventional  expression  that  sits  on  the  lips  of 
evcrv  ]iortrait  in  e\crv  exhihition.  She  was  not  listoninir  to 
the    music.        The   divine    pages   of    lios^jiii^    Ciniarosa,   or 
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Ziii,i:;ir('l!i  f';il!c(l  up  no  cniniiun.  Lravc  no  voice  to  ;niv  pdctr/ 
in  lirr  life :  her  -<iu\  \\n~  ,i  <li'-ert. 

"I'^d'tlurM  |ire-enti'l  lier~,|f  ;i-  m  di'anin  iief'ore  a  ilraina. 
Iler  liir-iieite  iravei.ij  re-tle->!y  over  the  li.ixe, :  <he  'Aa~  rel- 
ics-; Inn  lietiealh  tile  a|i|iafenl  ealin;  !'a-liion  tviMiini/ed  over 
lier:  li'-r  Imi\.  her  hoimii.  her  <Mri'iaL:e.  her  nun  |i.  r-nnality 
ali-erheil  her  entirely.  My  mereile--  knowleili:!'  th-ruuirhlv 
tore  auav  all  my  illu-i'ins.  It"  ■jihh]  l.reediri-j-  een-i-is  in 
sflf-l'nrL'et  riilne--;  and  (  eii-id(  ral 'nri  h.r  other-,  in  enn-tantU' 
showinL''  ,L'enilene>-  in  veiee  and  hearin::.  in  iilea-ini:  others, 
and  in  niakitiL^  them  e,,ii;eni   in  ihein-e|\e-,  all  tracer  i,{  her 

jdeheian    iil'illin    were    IMI    yei    ohlilel'aled    lu    |-'(edi>ra.    in    S[)it(' 

of  her  eh-veriii'--.  Iler  -elf-feru'-et  fnlne--  \va.-  a  -ham.  her 
manner-  were  not  innate  hm  painfully  aopiired.  her  polid^- 
iiess  was  rather  suh-ervient.  And  yet  f^r  ilm-e  ,-he  -itiLded 
ont,  iler  honeyed  word-  expres-ed  naiiiral  kiiidiie-s.  her  pre- 
tention- exaL'-Lri'ration  was  exalted  entlin:-iasni.  I  alone  liad 
scniiinized  her  .L:'rimaein,i:s.  and  -tripped  awav  the  tliin  rind 
tliat  >nlliced  to  conceal  her  real  nature  from  the  worM  :  hor 
trickery  no  longer  deceived  me:  I  had  -onnde(|  the  depths  of 
that  feline  natnre.  I  Mn-lied  for  her  when  some  donkey  or 
other  fhilierei!  and  complimented  her.  .\nd  vet  i  loved  her 
tlirouL'h  it  all:  1  hoped  that  her  snows  wonld  melt  with  the 
warmth  of  a  poet's  l,,ve.  If  I  eonld  only  have  made  her 
heart  capahle  of  a  woiiian's  tenderne--,  if  I  could  have  made 
her  iV'cl  all  the  ereatne.--  that  lie-  in  de\otion.  then  1  slioiilj 
have  seen  Iler  ))erfeei<'d.  she  v:i>\\],\  have  heeti  an  anj^el.  I 
loved  Iler  as  a,  man.  a  Inver.  and  an  artist:  if  it  had  heeii 
necessary  not  i,,  |(,ve  her  mi  that  T  iiiiLrht  win  her.  >oine  cool- 
lu>aded  coxcf)mh.  >(ime  self-po^se— eil  calculator  would  periiaps 
have  had  the  advantaire  over  iiie.  She  was  ^-o  vain  and 
so[)histieated.  that  the  lan,L:na,i:e  of  \.iniiy  wouh]  appeal  to 
her:  she  would  have  allowed  herself  to  lie  taken  in  the  toils 
of  an  intriuue;  a  hard,  cold  nature  would  have  irained  a  com- 
plete a-eeiideney  over  her.  Ke^n  Lirief  had  pierced  nie  to 
my  very  -'.nl.  as  she  nncon-ciously  n>vealed  her  alisolnte  hive 
of  self.      1  seemed  to  sei'  her  as  she  one  day  would  he.  alon  ■ 
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in  tho  world,  with  ii"  mir  In  w  limn  -lie  cniilil  >trct(  h  licr  Iiaml. 
with  III)  t'liciully  i-yts  fur  li'i-  own  !n  meet  iind  re-i  ii|inii,  I 
was  hold  ( iiotii:ii  to  set  thi-  hitnii  In  r  nne  eveiiin;.' ;  1  painted 
ill  vivid  enliirs  her  hmely.  sad.  di-erted  >>\i\  aL'i'.  Her  coiii- 
iiicnt  on  thi^  jinwpeet  of  ^o  lernhje  a  reveiii.'t'  ><(  thwarted 
until  ft'  was  hnrrit»k'. 

"'I  shall  alwav-  iia\e  nidiiey."  >ht  »aid;  "and  with  iii'-ney 
we  can  always  iii-pire  -in-h  -mt  iiiiciii>  a-  are  iieee--arv  t'ur 
iiiir  comfort  in  tlm-e  ahnin   u-.' 

"I  went  away  confounded  hy  the  aririiments  of  luxury,  hy 
the  rea-fininL'"  of  thi-  woman  <>f  the  world  in  which  she 
lived;  and  hlanied  my-elf  for  my  infatuated  idolatry.  1  my- 
selr  ha<l  not  l'i\ed  I'auime  Ijeeaii--  -he  ua-  piHir;  and  had 
not  the  wealthy  Ko'dnra  a  rii:hl  l^  ie|.nl-e  Ifaphael?  Con- 
scieiicc  i-  dur  iinerrini:  jiidL'e  niiti!  we  liiially  otitic  it.  A 
speciou*  \-oi<-e  >aid  within  n  ■•.  ■I'nd'ii-n  i-  iieithe-  attraeteil 
to  nor  repulses  any  one;  she  ■\-a>  her  lilierty.  hut  once  upon  a 
time  she  sold  herself  tn  the  I(u--ian  enunt.  li'i"  hu-hand  ur 
her  loviT.  for  irold.  I'ut  lempiaticm  is  certain  to  enter  into 
lier  life.  Wait  till  that  mnmeiii  come-!"  She  lived  remote 
from  humanity,  in  a  sphere  apart,  in  a  hell  or  a  heaven 
of  hiT  own:  she  was  neither  frail  nnr  virtuous.  This 
feminine  c  'jma  in  emhroideries  and  ca-hmeres  had  hrfiu^rht 
into  play  every  emotion  of  the  human  heart  in  nu' — pride, 
amhition,  love,  curio-ity. 

''There  was  a  craxe  ju-t  then  for  praising  a  play  at  a  little 
Boulevard  theatre  prompted  j)erliaps  }»y  a  wish  to  appear 
ori,Lnnal  that  heset-  ii-  .-ill.  or  due  to  >ome  freak  <  f  t'a>liion. 
The  counter-  showed  -nu\c  sIlmis  of  a  wi.-h  to  see  the  floure<l 
face  of  the  actor  who  !:ad  so  deliL'liled  several  people  of 
taste,  and  1  ohtaiiied  the  honor  <if  lakinLr  her  to  a  first 
rejM'csentatior,  of  -ume  wrctcheil  farce  or  oiher.  \  i)ii>; 
pcarcely  cost  five  francs.  Init  T  had  not  a  hrass  farthing.  I 
was  hut  half-way  thronirh  the  volume  of  Memoir.-:  !  dared 
not  he.L'  for  a--istanee  of  Finoi.  and  IJastiLMtae.  my  providein'c, 
was  awav.  These  constant  perplexities  were  the  haue  of  mv 
life. 
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"Wo  tinil  once  mux  mui  ..f  ih,.  ilniiKv  ulicn  ii  \v;i>  rniniii" 
hi';ivil\  :  Kipildni  Ii.-hI  i.illi-d  a  cil.  \',,y  mi'  |,,t',,r,'  |  ,.miIi1 
escape  from  licr  -how  r.f  idHiiTii ;  <|ic  would  not  ailmit  aiiv  of 
riiy  t\cii-i-  -iiiv  likiiiL'-  Tor  urt  wialliif.  atnl  mv  wi-li  |o  l'o 
to  lllr  LraiiiillL'-lalilc.  Sin-  i|hl  Hot  ivad  inv  jio\fil\  Ml  IllV 
»'riiliarTa--i  i|  atiiiinii'.  nor  in  my  f.in  .|  ji--t-.  M  \  cm.-  would 
rcddrii,  Inil  -lio  did  Uni  iiiidir-laiid  a  |o,,|<.  .\  \oiiii^-  mall's 
lil"'i-;il  ihf  riMTi',  oj' ilf -I  iaii'.;i-i  Mlnm-I  At  tAcrs  rrvolii- 
'ii"i  "I"  llio  uli"i|-  di;i-in::  ih.'  joiirii.  v.  ihon-lii-  that  Imi-iifd 
^^'ii''"''!  ill  iii\  liiart  I  iriid  to  jiuil  ii|>  a  \A;\}\k  from  tlio 
liottnrti  (d'  ilic  \(lii(|c.  Iio|mii,l;-  to  ,-lip  ihroiiLdi  llic  liolc  into 
the  stn-el  :  liiii  tindmu  ni-M|MTalp!c'  ol,-iarli-.  I  luir-t  into  a 
fit  of  laii.Ldiltr.  and  ilu'ii  -at  -lupclii'd  ii>  calm  drjcciion,  like 
a  iiiiiTi  in  the  I  ;ilorv.  W  li.  n  I  iva<  lied  mv  lodirinj.  I'auiiiU' 
l)roki'  ill   tlii-oiiLdi   my   flr-i   stammeiin;.'  word-  with: 

"'If  yoii  lijiveirt  any  moiiev       -  -r" 

"All.  the  innsic  of  Ro-sini  was  as  not  hint:  compared  with 
those  words.  iWil  to  reiiirn  to  li.e  pirformaiid'  at  the 
Fuininilpiiles. 

"i  thoiiLdif  of  pawniiiLT  the  circlet  of  trnid  nnind  Tny 
mother"-  portrait  in  oi'der  to  i-eort  the  eoniitess.  Alllionirii 
the  pawnliroker  loomed  in  my  ihoii-hts  as  one  of  ihr  doors 
of  a  convict's  [iri-on.  I  would  rather  ni\-elf  have  carried  mv 
bed  thiiher  than  lia\e  he-'-cd  for  alms.  'I'liere  is  -uniethin.i: 
so  painful  in  ilie  e\pre--ion  of  a  man  who  a>k-  money  of 
yowl  'I'herc  are  loaiw  that  mulct  us  of  our  self-respect.  iu>t 
as  some  rcinifr-  from  a  friend'.-  lip-  -weep  awav  our  last 
illusion. 

"rjiidinc  was  workiiiL!-:  her  mother  had  i:one  to  hed.  I 
fliHiir  a  stealthy  L'laice  over  the  hed  :  the  (  urtnin-  were  drawn 
hack  a  little:  Madame  (Jaiidin  wa-  in  a  deep  sir,  p.  1  thou'iht. 
when  I  saw  her  ijiiict.  sallow  profile  outlined  a-ainst  the 
pillow. 

"'Vnu  arc  in  troulile?'  Paidine  -aid.  dippiiiL'  her  hrtisli  into 
tho  cojorin.i:. 

"'It  is  in  vour  power  to  do  me  a  jircat  service,  my  dear 
child,'  1  an-wercd. 
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"'Is  it  |iu-sil.lf  ih:ii  <\\i-  \(<\f<  nil?"  1  t!iMiiLr!it.  Tunline.' 
I  inLraii.  I  went  .-irid  s;ii  nr;ii'  lu  her,  so  a-  in  ^iinly  Inr.  My 
tones  had  lirrii  so  Munhiiii:  tfiiii  >lit'  read  my  tlioii^rht;  Iht 
oyt's  fell,  and  I  scruiinizid  her  f.ir.'  li  was  ><>  pnro  and 
frank  that  I  fancied  1  (uiiid  sfc  a?  (Uariy  into  her  heart  as 
iuti)  my  own. 

'■  M  >()  yon   love  nir?'  1  a.-kcd. 

"'A  little, — passionately — not  a  Kit  !' slio  eried. 

"Then  she  did  not  love  me.  Hit  ji -tinu'  toiir^,  and  a  littlfi 
pleeful  movement  that  I'.-eaped  her,  (■\jiresse<l  nnihnii,'  jjcyond 
a  f.Mrlisli,  blithe  jroodwill.  I  told  hrr  ahoiit  iny  di?.tri'>-.  and 
the  predieainent  in  which  I  found  myMlf,  and  a^ked  her  to 
help  nie. 

" 'Vou  do  not  wish  to  <ro  to  the  pawnitroker's  yourself,  M. 
Raphael,"  she  answered,  'and  yil  you  would  send  me  I' 

"I  blushed  in  confiision  at  the  child's  nasoninjr.  She  took 
my  hand  in  hers  as  if  slie  wanted  to  eomj"iisate  for  thi:4 
home-truth  by  her  lijrht  touch  upon  '' 

"'Oh,  I  would  willin<rly  <:o,'  she  sa  but  it  is  not  neres- 
Bary.  I  found  two  fivi -franc  pieces  at  i.ie  tiaek  of  the  piano, 
that  had  slipped  without  yinir  knowled^'o  between  the  frame 
and  the  keyboard,  and  I  laiil  them  on  your  table." 

"  'You  will  soon  be  coming:  into  some  money,  M.  Uai  ael,' 
said  the  kind  mother,  showing,'  her  face  between  the  curtains, 
'and  I  can  easily  lend  you  a  few  crowns  meanwhile." 

"  'Oh,  I'aidiTie!'  1  cried,  as  I  pressed  her  hand,  'how  I  wish 
that  I  were  rich  !' 

"'Hah!  why  should  -ou?'  she  said  petulantly.  Tfer  hand 
shook  in  mine  with  the  throbbini.^  of  her  pulse;  she  snatched 
it  away,  and  looked  at  both  of  mine. 

"'You  will  marry  a  rich  wife,'  she  saiil.  'btit  she  will  irive 
you  a  frri'at  deal  of  trouble.  Ah,  Oieu!  she  will  be  your 
death, — T  am  sure  of  it.' 

"In  her  exclamation  there  was  somethin<:r  like  belief  in  her 
mother's  ab>urd  stiperstition-. 

"'You  are  very  creduloua,  rauliiiel' 
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■■'The   wnrriiin    vvlmni    \nu    will    Invt-   is   jrointr   to   Kill   vnii 
—  IIkTC    is     no    (I. ml, I     nt'    it."    she    ^;ilii.    Innkiliij    .It     Ilh'    Ultll 

alarm. 

"She  tni.k  lip  liiT  lirii-li  a^'aiii  .ind  ili|i|i.(|  ji  m  the  cdlnr ; 
luT  irriiit  :iu'iliili(iii  u.i-  ia  hi.-rit  ;  -lir  l.mkcd  ,it   riir  no  Imiu'i  r. 

I  U.l^  IVii(|\  In  ;ji\c  (till'  II. r  |!|.|  lh(ll  to  ~ll  |Mr-l  It  lulls 
fjlIHli-   :    tin    |||;lll     I-    iltt.rlv     U  f.Irili-.!    M,    l(,|i;:    n-     lic'    '-    slllHT- 

stiti(ni>;  .'i  hch.f  ,.|'  tluit   kind  i^  .,t'i.  ii  in  r.Jilif.   ;i  Iim|,c. 

"I    foim.!    ihiit    llxivr   tun   Ill.-lLMIlliccIlt    (i\r-ria!lr   pi.-.v^   w.Tc 

lyiiiL'.  in  fiici.  iipnti  mv  tjililr  wli.n  I  i-rach,..!  nn  riMuit.  |)iir- 
iii.ir  llii'  tirvi  .■oiifii.,.,!  th..iiL'lil~  <>(  rarly  -IjiiiIi.t.  I  trird  to 
audit  mv  ace  nimt-:  >o  a-  to  cvplain  this  iirilinp,d-for  uindfiill  ; 
hilt  i  jo  t  iriy»<|f  in  n-rhs,  cal.  ulalioiN.  and  -Irju.  .Iii-i  ;is 
T  \va<  Iraviiiir  ,,iv  n„,|ii  t,,  .■ii-,._,.  a  lio.\  tlw  ii..\i  nioriiiii;.', 
Pauline  ciuiH'  to  sec  nic 

"  'I'crhap-  v.iiir  ten  francs  is  not  cnoiit:!!.'  ^aid  tlir  aniial)I('. 
kinildicartcl  ^'irl:  'my  mother  told  me  to  olf.T  yon  this 
money.     'Pake  it,  plea-e.  take  it  !' 

"She  laid  three  crowns  njion  the  tnhle.  and  tri.d  to  escape, 
hut  I  would  not  let  her  ;:o.  Admiration  driril  tlie  t.virs 
that  spfanL"-  to  my  i-yc<. 

•■•Von  are  an  aiiL-el.  I'aiiline.-  [  .aid.  'It  is  not  the  loan 
that  toiiches  me  so  much  a-  the  delieaev  witli  which  it  is 
offon'd.  I  n-cd  to  wish  for  a  rich  wife,  a 'fa^hionahh-  wmnan 
of  rank:  and  now.  ala-!  1  wnnld  rather  po-^ess  millions,  and 
finil  some  -:irl.  a-  poop  as  you  are.  with  a  ;:eneroiis  nature  like 
yniir  own:  and  [  would  renounce  a  fatal  pa<^ion  which  will 
kill  im..      I'crhap-;  what  you  told  me  will  mme  true.' 

'"That  is  enoui:h."  she  sai.l.  and  tied  away:  the  fr,.<h  trills 
of  her  hiiillikc  Voice  raiiLT  up  the  staircase. 

••  -She  i<  very  happy  in  nor  vet  ktiowinir  love.'  I  „iid  to  mv- 
polf.  thinkin.ir  of  ih,.  torments  I  ha<I  endiirc.1  for  uianv  months 
past. 

"Pauline's  fifteen  francs  were  invaluahh'  to  nic.      Fo'dora 
thinkinir  of  the  .-tiflin-  udnr  of  the  crowded  place  uhere  u'e 
w.Tc    to   spend    several    hours,    was    Mirrv    th.il    -he    had    not 
brought  a  hoinjuet;  I  went  in  search  of  flowers  for  hor, 
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T  had  luiil  n'lv.-i.lv  tny  ^l'-'  mnl  my  f  ilr  at  Imt  fi'ot.  Willi  a 
pleasure  Ml  u  liiili  •onijiiuicti'in  tiniiu'lril.  I  ;:a\f  her  a  ln)ii(|Uci. 
1  k-amcd  tiniii  I!-  pii  ••  I  hi'  iMiMsau'atHf  of  siiiMTlii'ial 
^'allaiitrv  in  Ific  ucrM  Hut  vtry  -(inii  -Iw  cimiplaiiHil  of 
I  111'  lica\  \  -'  >  III  ..f  .1  M.\h  all  ii--.iiiiiii''.  'I'lir  iiitri  i..r  .if  tlic 
thcatrt'.  till'  liari'  l»  in  li  nii  « huh  >hc  \va-  to  >it.  tilli'il  licr 
with  iiil'ilcr  Mr  (li-'.'ii-i  ;  -li^  iiiilii-aiilcil  tin'  l"'ir  hriiiL'inu'  li' i" 
tht'fi'.  .\il.iiiii;_'h  -h.'  -at  iii'-iil.-  nil',  -he  wi-ht'i|  to  'jn.  ami 
^h('  uiiif.  I  liail  -]»\\t  ~\f>-\<l'-<  mi.'ht-.  and  -i|!iani|irti|  two 
iiKHith-  of  tiiv  life  for  hiT,  ami  I  loii'ij  iioi  plca-r  Iht  NrvtT 
liad  thai  Iomik  ni  iii;:  .-pint  Imth  innri'  uiit'crlm^  or  iiiori- 
fascinating:. 

"1  <:[{  l)i'-i(l('  liiT  in  till'  craiiipiil  haik  -rat  of  the  vi-hicK'; 
all  the  wav  I  cnwld  fn!  Inr  Imatli  on  ux'  and  tli<'  ronlart 
of  litT  pi'rfiiniid  ;.'lo\r;  I  -aw  di-liiictlv  all  Iht  r\i  rcdiii;,'' 
ht'autv :  I  iiiliah'd  a  saLriif  Mint  of  i)ri'i--fooi  ;  -o  wholly  a 
.n  -he  wa-.  with  no  toiuh  of  woinaiiliood.  .Iii-t  thrn 
a  ■  ddcn  ;.'l('ani  of  li^'ht  lit  up  tin'  di^jiths  of  tlii-  ni\-iirioii.'< 
lifo  for  inc.  I  tlioii;.di|  nil  at  omc  of  a  liooJ<  jn-t  piiMi-hcd 
by  a  poet,  a  ;:ciwiinc  conception  of  tin'  arti-l.  in  the  >hape  of 
tho  statue  of  i'ldycletus. 

"1  seeir  1  to  -ee  that  iiioii-t roll.-;  creation,  at  one  time  an 
ollicer.  hreakin;:  in  a  .-pirited  lior-e;  at  another,  a  ;,'irl,  who 
pivis  her.-elf  lip  to  her  toilette  and  lireaks  Iht  lover-' liearN ; 
or  aiiain.  a  fal-e  huer  driviiu:  a  timid  and  L.'intli'  maiii  ;.. 
despair.  I'lialile  to  analyxe  I'Vedora  hy  any  oihcr  procc--,  [ 
told  her  this  fanciful  -tory  :  hut  no  hint  of  her  re-emhlanco 
to  this  poetry  of  the  inipo--ih!e  cro-.-i'd  Iht — it  simply 
diverted  her:  she  was  like  a  child  ovtr  a  story  frotn  tho 
Arahiiin  Xiijlifs. 

" 'Fri'dora  must  he  -hieldcd  hy  some  tali-man."  T  thoiiu'lit 
to  myself  as  T  went  hack,  'or  she  cmild  imt  rc-i-t  the  love 
of  a  man  of  my  aire,  the  infection-  fever  of  that  splendid 
malaily  f>f  the  so;il,  Ts  Fiedora.  like  I.adv  Pelacour.  a  proy 
to  a  canciT?      Iler  life  i.s  certainly  .-in  unnatural  otie.' 

"T  slniddere;!  at  the  thouL'lit.  'I'lien  I  decided  on  a  plan, 
at  once  the  wildest  and  the   most    rational   that   luver  ev(tr 
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(Irc'iiiii'd  of.  I  would  sliidy  ilii<  \vniii;Mi  from  ii  [iliwiial  point 
of  \ic\v.  ;i^  I  li;i(|  aliv;i(ly  -:ii(ii.,l  h.r  iiiirl!octii:ill\ .  ;ind  lo 
this  I'dd  I  iiiiido  II])  my  mm. I  tn  -|i,.nd  .-i  iii;.dit  in  Ii.t  mom 
wiihont  liiT  kiioulrd;;c.  'i'ln^  |irnj.ii  pn'\cd  iip.m  iiii>  ;i-;  a 
thir,-l  fnr  rcvoriL'-c  irmiw-  ;ii  tin'  heart  nf  a  Cor.-ican  monk. 
This  i-  how  I  larrit.l  ii  mil.  On  l!ic  davs  v.licii  fu'dora 
rccoivi'd.  her  room-  wore  far  to(,  cnavdeil  for  the  liall-porUT 
to  kooji  till  iialaiii-e  I  MMi  l.tiworn  Lr(.rr~  and  cnmors  :  I  auiW. 
remain  in  the  hou.-r,  I  felt  sure,  without  can-inu''  ii  seaiidal 
1"  il.  :i"d  1  waitiil  tile  CMimle^,"  emnin:.:-  Miiree  with  im- 
palieiiee.  .\s  I  dfev^d  I  put  a  litth'  I'Jiuli-h  penknife  intM 
my  wai.-tcnai  [MM-kei.  m-iead  id'  a  pumard.  'I'hai  iiterarv 
imph'tiient.  if  fmind  iip^n  me.  emild  auaken  im  siis|)icioii. 
lull  i  knew  n^t  wiiiiiier  my  rmiiauiic  reMiiiitmn  mii^hl  lead, 
and   I   wi>iied  \u  lie  [inpared. 

'"As  -eon  a-  tile  room-  lieL'-an  (o  fill.  \  enten-d  tho  h.-drooni 
and  examined  the  arranpanents.  'j'he  inner  and  nutor 
.sjuitlers  were  cjo-ed  ;  this  wa^  n  L'-i'nd  he-i  nil  I  mj :  and  a-  llio 
wa'tin<r-iiiaid  iiULdit  eeine  lo  draw  hack  the  eiirlain-  that 
hiin.ir  over  the  window-.  I  pulled  them  te^r^.tln'r.  I  \vas 
runnin.i:  e-reat  ri-k-  in  \eiittiriiiL:  lo  manoMiMv  hei'orehand  in 
this  way.  l.nt  I  had  nceepied  ihc  >itiialion.  and  had 
(l<'lil)eralely  roekciiKMl  uiih  its  daiieers. 

"AhoiM  midniLdit  I  hid  mv-elf  in  the  enihrasiiro  of  tho 
window.  I  tried  to  seramhie  on  to  a  leili:e  of  tho  wains- 
c'otin.ir.  haniriii--  m,  l.v  the  fa-ienin-  nf  il'e  shniter-  with  mv 
bark  a,<:niii<t  the  wall,  in  -mh  a  pn-iii,,n  that  mv  f.'ei  ,niild 
not  ho  vi-ihie.  When  I  had  earefiiilv  enn-ideivd  m\-  nmnts 
of  su[ipnrt.  and    the  -pace   heiuceM    mo  and    the  curtaiiw.    I 

had    heeenie    -Ullieielltlv    ae.piaillled    Uilh    :i!l    the   diiheultie-    of 

my  po-iii,,n  to  -tay  in  it  without  fear  <<\'  deteetj,,!,  if  nndi-- 
tnrhed  hv  cramp,  conuhs.  or  sn.M'zinMs.  'i'u  avoid  useless 
fatiLHio.  [  remained  -laiidinu'-  until  iliecritieal  mnment.  when 
T  imist  haiiL'  -n-peiided  like  a  -pider  in  it-  w -h.  T'le  whiti^- 
watered  -ilk  and  muslin  rd'  the  eurtain>  <prc  id  I.eforc  m(>  in 
Kivat  pleat-  like  or-an-pipo-.  With  mv  pMik'ufc  I  cut  loop- 
holes in  lliciii.  tliroiij:li  whieh  I  could  m'o. 
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•'•'!  lii'nrd  v;ii:nf  nmrimirs  fi-nin  the  -;il.>ii-.  iIk'-  lauirliior  and 

lllc    liillilrl-  ror.r,~   n|'    lli.>    S  j  » ';ll«  T,-,       'I'lU'    Slllnl  luTfd    OOllllUuiion 

and  \aLMii'  tijmiar  Ii-mik  d  liv  r-]n\v  drirrccs.  One  man  and 
aniiihrr  caiiK'  i>\-  lii<  hat  t'rnni  llu'  cnmiti's.-;"  chist  of 
drav.iT>.  clii-i'  tn  wlicn'  f  -innd.  I  -hivcrt-d.  if  the  curtains 
were  di>lni'!M  d.  al  t!if  !  li(>ii,i:-lil  nf  tin-  iiii-rliaiicts  consoquont 
on  tli(_'  (•^■nl'ii-.d  and  lia>!y  invl•~tiL^■lti^n-  made  In'  tho  nion 
in  a  liiirrv  to  dc;i;i;'t.  ^^ilo  w'''"  nuninaLrinLr  <'vorywhorc'. 
\Vii>  n  1  ('VjM'riiit'Md  v,<<  ni'-fnriiin.-  nf  llii-  kind.  \  auLMircd 
well  of  ni\'  rnl'Tiiri-c.  An  old  \\i>"fv  of  l-'u'dora"-  caKn  lor 
tho  la>t  hat  ;  ho  thon^ht  liini~i  If  ^u\\>'  a!ni..>.  lonknl  at  tho 
bfd.  and  hoavi-d  a  uroai  ^-iiih,  aic(.iii|ianiri!  hy  >nnio  inaiidihlo 
oxchiniatiiiii.  iiitu  which  \\i-  ihrrw  >ullii-ii'nt  finTtry.  In  the 
boudoir  clo-c  liv,  tho  cuiiini--.  lindiiiLT  <in!y  -otnr  live  or  >i\ 
intimate  aciiiiaintaiici-  aliont  Iht.  propo-cd  tea.  Tho 
scan(hils  fur  which  cNi-tini:  ~ocictv  lia-  rc-crvcd  tho  littlo 
faciillv  of  hclicf  that  it  retain-.  niiiiLrlcd  with  o]MLTanis  and 
tronidiant  wittici-iii<.  and  the  clatter  of  (aip>  and  spoon-. 
IJystiL'nae  drew  roar-  i>f  lauLditer  hy  inereili'.-s  sarcasms  at  thie 
oxpen-e  of  my  rival.-. 

" 'M.  de  Ra-li,Lniae  i<  a  ttian  with  whnni  it  is  iictter  not  to 
quarrel."  said  the  counte-s.  lanudiint:. 

"'I  am  (piite  of  that  opiTiinn,'  wa-;  hi-  candid  reply,  "I 
liavi>  aiwavs  lieiii  ri'jlit  ahout  niv  avt  r-inn- — and  my  friend- 
.ships  as  well."  he  added.  'Perliap-  my  eiicmie-  are  (piite  a- 
u-eful  to  nie  a-  mv  friem!<.  I  have  made  a  particular  study 
of  m<ulern  phraseojoirv.  and  of  tlii'  natural  craft  that  is  used 
in  all  attack  or  defeiice.  (HIicial  eloquence  is  oni'  of  our  per- 
fect -  icia!   oi-nducts. 

"•One  of  \nur  friend-  i-  not  clcver.  so  yon  speak  of  hi-i 
inteL:ritv  and  hi-  candur.  .\notlier"-  work  is  heavy:  you  in- 
troduce it  as  a  piece  (if  cdnscientieea-  lahur:  and  if  the  hciok 
is  ill  written,  vnu  e\t..l  the  ideas  it  contain-.  Such  an  eue 
is   treachcri>u<   and    fidvlc.   -lips   throiiL;h    \our   finLrer-   everv 


moment:  hali  !  lie  i-  attractive.  fieuitchin.L'.  he  i<  de1i'_'htful  I 
SiippiKc  thev  arc  enemic-.  von  llinL''  i\er\'  nne.  dead  ur  alive, 
in  their  tectli.      'N'ou  re\er-e  \our  phra-eoloL'v  fur  their  heno- 
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fit.  ;iiiil  yoii  nrc  as  kcrii  iit  delect'  .r  ilieir  f;iull<  ;i-  von  vcpo 
liefure  ailpiji    in    liniuMii.i:  uut    the   viriuc-   nf   Miiir    frienil<. 

This    U-.-iy    (if    ll-illi:    the    mental    hirLrileile    i-    ihe    -eelVt    nf  CUll- 

ver~aiiiiii  nnwaihiy>,  ai'il  the  u  hule  art  uf  the  eniniiletc 
courlier.  If  yen  ne-l.e!  ii.  \(,ii  nnvlit  n-  well  ,-•(.  dui  a-  an 
unarnieil  kinL'hl-haiinerei  id  liMMi  ,ej;|jn-t  men  in  acninr. 
Ami  1  make  n>e  nf  it.  an.l  even  a'm-e  ii  at  tinier.  Sn  we  are 
respected-  1  and  my  friends :  and,  ineiei.ver.  niv  sword  is  ijinto 
jis  sharp  a«  my  t()ii,i:ne.' 

"One  of  I-"(edora"s  mo-t  fervid  '.'.or- hi  per-,  whnse  ])re-iimp- 
tion  was  noiniinu-,  jmij  who  e\en  made  ii  eonirii)iile  to  his 
.-ueee--.  tnnk  np  the  -i'Ae  thrown  d  .u  n  .-o  -eornfiillv  iiv  i.'as- 
liLTiiae.  lie  li'-i:;in  an  l;nmea^llred  eidoirv  ef'  me.  mv  pcr- 
formanc'es.  .m  .  my  (•hara(  i.r.  IJa-tiiMiae  had  ove-looked  this 
method  <if  d.'iraetion.  ||i,,  -area-tie  eneomiiim>  nii-Ied  tho 
countess,  who  sacrith-ed  without  mercy:  she  hetraved  mv 
secret-,  and  deri(led  my  pretensions  an(l  my  hopes,  to  divert 
Ikt  friends. 

"'There  is  a  future  liefore  him."  said  RastiLmae.  'Some 
day  he  may  he  in  a  po-iiion  to  take  a  cruel  reveiiui-e ;  liis  talents 
are  at  least  ei|nal  to  hi-  conra,i:e;  and  I  should  eon>ider  those 
who  .ntack  him  very  ra,-h.  for  he  has  a  ^'ood  memorv ' 

"'And  writi<   Memoir-.'  jnit   in  the  countess,  who  .<eemed 

to   olijeet    lo    the   deep    -llellee   that    pfivailed. 

"'.Memoirs  of  a  -ham  eoimie^s.  madame.*  replied  Hns- 
tiiTuac.  'Another  sort  of  ccuraire  is  needed  to  write  that  sort 
of  thinu.' 

"'I  LMve  liim  <-redit  for  plenty  of  courage,'  she  an-wered; 
'lie  is   faithful  to  me." 

"I  was  irreatly  temptdl  to  -how  mv-elf  -nddenlv  amon.ir  the 
rnilers.  like  tlu'  -hade  of  liuiipio  in  Maeheth.  I  -honld  havt> 
!c-t  a  mi-tre--.  hut  I  had  a  friend!  i^it  love  in-pired  me 
nil  at  once,  with  one  ,d'  those  treacherous  and  fallaeiou.*  suh- 
tlciie-  tliat  it  can  u-e  |o  -ofithe  all  our  pan<is. 

"if  h'odera  loved  me.  I  thoiiirlu.  >hf  would  he  <nfe  to  dis- 
.tniise  her  feelinLTs  hv  some  moekinLT  .fest.  How  often  the 
heart  protests  against  a  lie  ou  the  lijjs! 
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"Wi'll.  verv  snoii  u\y  ainlacioiis  rival,  left  alniio  uith  tin- 
(•ii\iiitrss.  rose  to  }.'(). 

"'What:  already?'  aski'd  .-lie  in  a  ooaxini'  \<<ui-  that  net 
iiiv  heart  l)eatiIlL^  'Will  ymi  tiot  <:ivc  int  a  few  ni'Te 
niiinites?  Have  voii  iinthiiii:  more  !<»  sa.  to  me?  will  yon 
never  saerifice  any  of  your  pleasures  fur  ine?" 

"lie  went  away. 

'* 'All  I"  she  vawneil :  "how  verv  tiresome  tliey  all  are!' 

"Slif  [Hilled  a  cord  ener.L'etieally  till  the  soiiml  of  a  hrll 
raiiL'  throtiLdi  the  ]ilaee;  then,  hiimniinu'-  a  few  note~  of  /'/■;,/ 
rhr  aiiuritt.  the  countess  entered  her  room.  No  one  liad 
ever  heard  her  sin-:  her  muteiie."  hail  eall'-^l  forth  the  uild- 
t'sl  e.\j)lanatioii,-.  She  had  [n-onii-ed  her  lir-t  Iovit.  .-o  it  was 
i^aid,  who  had  heeii  held  capti\.'  hv  li.r  talent,  and  uho..' 
jealousv  over  her  stretched  heyond  hi-  u'ravr.  that  -he  wouM 
never  allow  others  to  e.xperit'nce  a  liaii|iinc>s  that  he  wished 
to  he  his  and  his  alone 

'•1  exerted  everv  [lower  of  my  -^oul  to  ratcli  the  sounds. 
Ili^dier  and  hiirlier  rose  the  notes;  Fo'dora's  life  seemed  to 
dilate  within  her:  her  throat  potire<l  forth  all  it-  riche-t, 
tones;  somethin'.''  wel!-ni,trh  divine  (  ntered  into  the  luelody. 
There  was  a  hrijrlit  jmrity  aiid  clearnes-  (d"  totie  in  the 
rounless"  voice,  a  thrilling'  harmony  which  reached  the  heart 
and  stirred  its  ]"pul-e-.  .  Mu-icians  are  -e'doiii  uiiemotional  ; 
a  woman  who  could  -\wj:  like  that  mu>t  know  liow  to  love 
indeed.  Her  heautifid  voice  made  one  more  jnizzle  in  a  wo- 
man mvsterioiis  enouudi  hefore.  I  hehejil  her  then,  a-  plairdy 
as  1  see  vou  at  thi-  moment.  She  seemed  to  listen  to  )ier-"!f, 
to  e,\[ierienc(>  a  secret  rapture  of  her  owti ;  she  felt,  a-  it  were, 
ail  ecstasy  like  that  of  love. 

"She  stood  hefore  the  li.'arth  durinij  the  eve(»ution  of  tlie 
principal  thenie  of  the  ratnhi:  and  when  ,-he  eea-i'd  her  face 
chaniied.  She  looked  tiri'il;  Ikt  feature-  -eemed  >o  alter. 
She  had  laid  the  nta-k  aside;  her  fiart  a-  an  aetn-;-  wa-  over. 
Yet  tlie  faded  look  that  came  over  hi-r  heautifnl  face,  a 
restilt  eithi'r  of  tliis  performance  or  of  the  eveiiin^V  fatigues, 
had  its  charms,  too. 
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"'This  i«  her  nnil  self."  T  lhoii<,'lit. 

''She  set  licr  tu(jt  (in  a  \,ri>\\/.r  liar  .if  tlic  frTiilor  n?  if  to 
wnnii  it.  took  cfV  licr  <j\,>\,'<.  anr]  drew  nvcr  lirr  lirail  tlic  srold 
chain  t'l'din  nhicli  Ikt  iM'jrwrlcil  srcnt-liun  Ic  hwwj^.  It  ;:av(' 
iric  a  (piilr  ii)ili-i-riliahli'  |ilca-iirc  t"  watcii  tlif  frliiic  ;:raCt' 
ol  cvrrv  ni(i\(  iiMiit  :  the  mi|i[iIc  Lfracr  a  cat  (ii-|ihiv-  as  it 
a(ijn-i>  ii~  idilciic  ill  the  -;uii.  S|||.  hidkcd  at  lin-.-cIt'  in  the 
iiii-pir  ami  >anl  ajdud  ilMnnnnrfillx — -j  dj,!  nut  look  utII 
tliis  v'Vi'ninLT,  my  c(ini|ili\i<iii  is  t:<iinu'  witli  alarming  rapidilv; 
Iicrliaps  I  oiiLdit  \i>  kccii  earlier  lionr-.  ami  uive  up  this  life  of 
<lis>i|  ■.tmii.  |),MS  , Ill-line  mean  tu  tnile  with  rne?"  Sjic 
rail-  aLMin:  her  maid  hurried  m.  Where  ,-lie  had  heeii  I 
catiiidl  te;i;  she  eaiiie  in  liv  a  secret  staircaM-.  I  was  anxiou.-^ 
to  make  a  -liidy  nf  her.  I  had  Iodised  aeeiisatidns.  in  inv 
romantic  imai:iiiin-s.  a,LMinst  this  invisihle  waitinir-woiiiaii, 
ii  tall.  Well-made  hriinette. 
'■  M  -id  niadanie  rini:  r' 

"  *"\  es.  twice."  answered  Ftrdora  ;  'ari'  von  reallv  prowin<r 
deaf  nowadays  ?" 

"'I  was  preparing  mailanie's  niilk  :■("  almonds.' 
"diistine  knelt  down  iief(,re  her.  unlaced  her  sandals  and 
drew  them  oil',  while  her  iiiiMivvs  lay  carejesslv  hack  on  h.'r 
cushioned  armchair  hesi(h>  the  fire,  yawned,  and  xTatched 
her  head.  Kvery  moxcnient  was  ])ert'ei-ilv  natural  :  titere  was 
nothin.i:  wliaiever  to  indicate  ilie  secret  siitreriiiLrs  or  emotions 
with  whicii  I  had  credited  her. 

'•'(ieor-c  must  he  in  love  I"  she  remark.'d.  -I  shall  di-iniss 
in'm.  lie  has  drawn  the  (urtains  a<:ain  to-ni^dit.  What 
does  he  niijin  hv  it  ?" 

".\ll  the  hlood  in  mv  Veins  ni<hed  lo  niv  lieart  at  this 
ohservalion.  hut  no  more  was  said  .-iliout  curtains. 

"'Life  is  verv  I'lnpty."  the  coiintes<  went  on.  WhI  lie 
careful  not  lo  scratch  nie  as  you  diil  yesi(.rda\.  du-i  look- 
here.  I  -til!  have  the  mark-  of  your  nails  ahnut  me.'  and 
slie  'ield  out  a  little  -ilkeii  kni'c.  S!i,'  tliru-t  her  hare  fe(^t 
into  i.'het  slipper-  liound  v\ith  -^au"-  d^.w  n.  and  iinl'asleiiod 
her  (Ires-,  while  dustine  prepared  to  coinb  her  hair. 
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"'You  ouf^ht  to  iiiarrv.  mailiiiin'.  and  have  cliildri'ii.' 

" 'Childri'ii  I"  >\iv  cried;  "it  wants  no  mort'  than  that  t<; 
finish  mt'  at  once;  and  a  lui-hand  I  What  man  is  thirc  to 
whom  I  could ?     Was  my  hair  well  arranpvd  to-night?' 

"  'Xot  jiarticnlarly.' 

'"VoM  arc  a  fool!" 

"'That  way  of  crimpin;:  your  hair  ton  much  is  the  Ica-st 
^bccomiii      way   jiossilih'   for  you.      Large,  -mooth   curls  j^uit 
you  a  great  deal  better.' 

"'Really?' 

"'Vcs,  ri'ally,  madame;  that  wavy  style  only  looks  nice  in 
fair  hair.' 

'"Marriage?  never,  never!  Marriage  is  a  comniercial  ar- 
rangement, for  which  T  was  never  made.' 

"What  a  disheartening  scene  for  a  lover!  Here  was  a 
lonely  woman,  without  friends  or  kin.  without  the  religinii  nf 
lovo,  witliout  faith  in  any  affection,  ^'et  how(>ver  sliglitlv  >lie 
might  fee!  the  need  to  pour  out  her  heart,  a  cravug  that 
ever}-  human  being  feels,  it  could  only  he  satisfied  by  gossip- 
ing with  her  maid,  by  trivial  and  inditferenT  talk.  ...  I 
grieved  for  lier. 

"Justine  unlaced  her.  I  watched  her  carefully  when  she 
wa.s  at  last  unveiled.  Her  maidenly  form,  in  its  rose-tiuL'ed 
whiteness,  was  visible  through  her  shift  in  the  taper  light,  .i- 
dazzling  as  some  silver  statue  lieliind  its  gauze  covering.  N'o, 
there  was  no  defect  that  need  shrink  from  the  stolen  glane.'s 
of  love.  Alas,  a  fai'  form  will  overcome  the  stoutest  resolu- 
tions ! 

"The  maid  lighted  the  taper  in  the  alabaster  sconce  tiiat 
hung  before  the  bed.  while  her  mistress  sat  thoughtful  ;md 
silent  before  the  fire.  Justine  w<'nt  for  a  warniing-pan. 
turned  down  the  bed.  and  helped  to  lav  h(>r  ?nistress  in  it  ; 
then,  after  some  further  time  spent  in  punctiliouslv  render- 
ing various  services  that  showeil  how  sitIousIv  F.i'dora  re- 
spected herself,  her  mabl  left  Iter.  The  ,-,M,nte-s  turned  to 
and  fro  several  times,  ami  -^iirbed  :  <lie  w.i-  ill  at  ease:  faint. 
just   perceptible   sounds,   like   siglis   of   im{)atience,   escaped 
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fniiii  lifrlip-;.  Slic  ivnclnd  mit  a  liani!  to  t!ic  \ali!f,  ami  lucik  a 
flask  from  it.  frnm  wliiili  slic  slmok  I'cnir  or  five  drops  of  soiin,' 
brown  li(|ui(J  into  sonic  milk  hcfor.'  takiiiL'  if  ;  airaiii  tluTo 
I'olloucl  .Miiuc  i)ainfiil  siirhs,  and  ilic  f\flamati<jii.  Mun 
Die  II.'' 

'•'I'lic  crv.  and  the  fonc  in  v.iiic!.  if  was  uitiT'-d.  wnniir  mv 
heart.  I'.y  dciriv,.^  -]„.  |;,v  nu'l  iMii],.^^.  This  friirhtt-nrd  nie'; 
liut  very  >(inn  1  hrard  a  .-Itcprr",-  licaw.  rc^nihir  hnaihinir.  I 
drfw  the  ni-tlini:  >ilk  curtains  apar'.  left  mv  po-i,  went  lo 
the  font  of'  the  li(d.  and  L'-a/cd  at  licr  witli  fclino-,,  il,;,)  f 
cannot  dilitic.  She  was  -o  enchant  in;,--  a~  -he  lav  like  a  child, 
with  her  arm  ahove  hev  head:  hut  the  sweetness  of  the  fair, 
'jiiiet  vi-aj-e.  -\irroiinded  hy  the  hice.  oniv  irritated  nic.  1 
had  not  licen  prepared  for  the  torture  to  wliich  I  was  com- 
pelled to  >uhniit. 

"'.][(>»  DIni."  that  scrap  of  ;i  thoutrlit  w!iich  I  iindersfooil 
not,  hut  mii,-t  even  take  as  my  sole  li-ht,  had  suddenly 
modified  mv  o])inion  df  F(edora.  Tnie  or  [irofouiidlv 
si.trnificanf.  frivolous  or  ..f  deep  import,  the  word-;  niiirht  i>e 
eoti-tnied  a<  e.\pre.— ive  of  eitlier  pleasure  or  |)ain.  of  piiy>ii-a! 
or  of  mental  ^ul^erinu^  \\'as  if  a  prayer  or  a  malediction, 
a  forecast  or  a  memory,  a  fear  or  a  ree-ret  ?  .\  whole  life  lav 
in  ;!iaf  utterance,  a  life  of  wealth  or  of  penurv  ;  perhaps  it 
contained  a  crime ! 

"The  mystory  that  lurked  beneath  this  fair  semhlanee  of 
womanhood  jrrew  afresh:  there  were  so  manv  wavs  of  ex- 
plainini:  Fu'ilora,  that  sh<'  liecame  inevjilicahle.  A  sort  of 
lanLMiai:i>  se(>nied  tn  flow  from  between  her  iifis.  I  put 
tliouirlits  and  feelings  into  the  aceidenf>  of  her  hreathinir. 
whether  weak  or  retrular.  ijontle  or  labored.  I  sliared  her 
dream<:  I  would  fain  have  divined  her  seerets  hv  readini: 
them  fhrouirh  Iter  -lumber.  I  he-itafed  amonir  contradictorv 
opinions  and  decisions  without  number.  1  could  not  denv 
mv  111  art  fo  the  wotnan  T  saw  before  mo,  \\>th  the  calm,  pure 
iieiiiii  V  i!i  her  face.  I  resolved  to  mnl^c  one  more  effort.  If 
T  teM  lier  111;  storv  of  mv  life,  niv  1  ive.  mv  sacrifices,  mi^ht 
T  net  awaken  pity  iu  her  or  draw  a  tear  from  her  wlio  never 
wept  ? 
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"A-;  1  set  ill!  niv  Impr-;  en  ;lii~  la-I  •■\i»'i-iiii(nt.  the  <(m.'!i1^ 
in  the  striM't-  -IkiuimI  iluit  day  \v;w  at  lian<I,  !""f  a  iiioiiniit's 
spiu'c  I  iiiciiirrd  l"iiili>ra  wakiiiL''  i"  lind  Iktm'!!'  in  my  arm>. 
1  could  have  stdlrii  -nftly  tn  Iirr  :-idi'  and  ~li|i|iiM|  ilicni  nlinut 
hor  in  a  clo-c  cniliraii'.  i«t-<il\id  to  Vf~\-\  tli''  crih'l  tyranny 
of  tills  tliiaiLdii.  I  liiirricd  inin  lii.'  -almi.  Iirrdl.--;  of  any 
sound-  I  riii.Lrlit  iiiakr:  Imt.  Iiickilv.  I  ramc  u[imii  a  mtpci 
ddor  icadiiiL'  I'l  a  little  >t,iina-i'.  A-  I  had  rxjii  rii  d.  thr  kry 
was  ill  the  liiik:  I  .-lamni'd  tln'  d""r.  \\i  nt  liiddly  out  into 
tlui  court,  and  <:aiii('d  the  ,-tn'ct  in  t'uvi'  liDund-,  witlidut  Inok- 
in<;  round  to  sec  whctlu'r    I    uas  i.h-iTM'd. 

"'A  drainati>t  uas  to  rrad  a  cnuirds  al  the  cniinti's-'  liouso 
in  two  davs"  tinif;  I  wont  tliillirr.  ini-'udinir  t..  nut.-tay  thf 
otlu^rs.  sii  as  to  niakc  a  raili-r  Min^ular  rri|i;iv-t  to  Iter:  I 
iiR'ant  to  ask  her  to  keep  the  I'Mllnwin:.'-  rscninir  fur  nu'  alnnc, 
and  to  (Icnv  licr^'lf  to  nihrr  coiner-:  Init  wlun  I  found  niy- 
sclf  alone  with  her.  my  couraL'*'  faih'd.  I'lvery  tiek  of  tlie 
clock  alarmed  ine.  It  wanted  only  a  (juarter  of  an  hour  of 
midni^'ht. 

"'If  I  do  not  speak,"  I  thoufrht  to  myself,  'I  must  ^inash 
m\'  head  ai:ainst  the  corner  of  the  mantelpiece." 

"I  <ravc  mv>eir  three  minutes'  irraee ;  the  tlm'c  miiuites  went 
l)v.  and  1  did  no;  sma.-h  my  head  upon  the  marhlc ;  my  heart 
grew  heavy,  like  a  sp(tn,ire  with  water. 

"  'Vou  are  .'xceedinLdy  amu^inL^"  -aid  she. 

"'Ah,  niailame,  if  you  could  i)Ut  understand  mo!'  I 
answered. 

"'What  is  the  matter  with  you!'"  she  asked.  'You  are 
turniiiL'  ]ial'   " 

"'I  am  lu-itatin<:  to  a>k  a  favor  of  you." 

"Tier  iresture  revived  my  courajre.  I  aski'd  her  to  make  the 
appointment  with   me. 

'•  "Willinirly,'  she  an-wered  :  'itut  why  will  you  not  speak 
to  me  now  ?" 

'■'To  he  caiidiil  with  ye>u.  T  oii^iht  to  explain  tlie  full 
pcopo  of  vour  jtronii^e:  !  wan'  to  spend  rlii<  eveniiiL.'  hv  vour 
side,  as  if  we  were  iimtlier  and  sister.      Ihne  no  fear;  1     in 
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aware  of  your  ;iiili|);itlii(s ;  you  miist  liavo  (Hviiin!  ni" 
siilliciciit  ly  to  fii  I  >ui'c  tliat  I  .-^liDiild  wisli  von  to  do  iiothiiii,' 
tliiil  coiilil  III'  displeasing:  to  you;  presumption,  moreover, 
would  not  ihu-  approach  \(<u.  ^du  have  l)een  a  friend  to  me, 
you  lia\i  >liiiun  me  kindness  and  irreat  indui^'enee;  ktiow, 
ill' I' t"ic.  ihai  i.i-morrow  1  must  liid  voii  farewell.  I  >n  imt 
takr  l.ac  k  your  word."  I  exelaimed,  seeing  her  about  to  speak, 
and   i  wriit  awav. 

'"At  eiL;ht  o'clock  one  eveninir  towards  the  end  of  Mav, 
I'u'dora  and  I  wi  re  alone  toirether  in  her  jrotliic  lioudoir.  I 
lcarc(|  no  Inn-ci':  |  was  secur"  of  ha|)pine~-.  Mv  mi-tn'-s 
should  he  mine,  or  1  would  seek  a  n-fuire  in  death.  I  had 
condemned  m\  faint-hearted  love,  and  a  man  who  ackiiowl- 
edL'es  his  weakness  is  stronj:  indi'cd. 

"The  countess,  in  her  l)lue  cashmere  pown.  was  reclining 
on  a  sofa,  with  her  feet  on  a  cushion.  She  wore  an  Oriental 
turban  such  as  painters  assign  to  early  Hebrews:  its  strange- 
ness ,,ddcd  ;iri  itidcscribahle  coquettish  grace  to  her  attrae- 
tion>.  .\  tran^ito^y  charm  seem<'d  to  have  laid  its  spell  on 
her  face;  it  might  have  furnished  Mie  argument  that  at  ev^TV 
instant  we  liecome  new  and  unparalleled  beings,  without  anv 
resettifilance  to  the  ;/.s'  of  the  futur>  or  of  the  past.  I  had 
ne\cryet  seen  her  so  radiant. 

'•'Do  you  know  that  you  have  piqued  my  cu  'osity  .•*'"  she 
said,  laughing. 

'•'I  will  not  disappoint  it."  T  said  (juietly.  as  I  seated  my- 
self near  to  her  ami  lf>ok  the  hand  that  site  surrendered  to 
me.     'Vf)u  have  a  very  beautiful  voice!' 

"'■^ou  have  never  heard  me  sing!"  she  e.xcLiimed,  starting 
involuntarily  with  surjirise. 

"'I  will  prove  that  it  is  (piite  otlierwise,  whenever  it  is 
neei's-^ary.  Is  your  deliuditful  >inging  still  to  remain  a 
mvstery!-'      Flave  no  fear.  I  do  ik.*  wish  to  penetrate  it.' 

'•We  >pent  bout  an  lio'ir  in  familiar  talk.  While  f 
adopted  the  attitude  and  tnanner  of  a  man  to  whom  Fcedora 
mii^t  refuse  nothing.  I  -hnwrd  her  all  a  b>ver"s  deference. 
Acting  in  this  way.  I  received  a  favor — 1  was  allowed  to  kiss 
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her  hand.     Slie  daintilv  .hew  nfT  tlio  trlcv.'.  iiml  my  wliolo  sruil 


was  ( 


li-;s(>lvf(l  and  [Kiiircd  fuiMli  in  thai  kis-.      I  was  -tccpni 


III 


the  hliss  of  an  ilhision  in  wlin 


h  I  tried  to  h('li(>vo. 


'Fcrdora  lent   herself  iiiost  iine.\|ieetediy  to  my  earos.'i  and 


mv 


attene 


>i)    imt    :ii  eu<e   me    ii 


t    lami-hea 


riedne-,;   if   I 


ad    I'one   a   step    hevotn 


these    fraternal    coinplinients.    th( 


We  n 


claws  wniihl  have  heeii  (Hii  i>i  the  sheath  and  iiitn  me 

mained  perfet'tly  silent  f.ir  iieirly  ten  minute-.  1  wa-  ailmiriii:,' 

luT.  invcstinif  her  with  the  charms  she 


jiist  then. 


ami  mine  on 


iv--tl 


had  tint.    She  was  mine 


US  cnciiantim:  lieinj:  was  mine 


as  was  permissihle.  in  my  imairmat  mii  ;  my  lon_Mn>r  wraj)] 
her  round  and  held  her  clo-e  ;  m  my  .-oul  1  uedded  her. 


)e( 


countess    was    suImIuc 


am 


1    f; 


isciim 


ted    liv    mv    maeiiet 


e    in- 


fl 


ueiice. 


!•: 


ver  since 


1    have  reirretied   that    thi>  <iitijii_'ation 


was  not   ah-olute:  hut  just  then   I  yearned   for  In  r  -oul.  lier 
lieart  alone,  ami  for  notliiiiL'  < 
perfect   happiness 


■Ise.       [   loiu 


tor  an  itieai  am 


fair  illusion  that  cannot  Ia,-t  tor  very 
Ions:.  At  "last  1  spoke,  feeling;  that  the  last  hours  of  my 
frenzy  were  at  hand. 

"'ilear  me,  madame.  T  lovi^  yon,  and  yon  know  it:  I 
have  said  so  a  hundred  times;  you  miist  liave  nnderstooil  me. 
I  would  not  take  upon  me  the  airs  of  a  coMomh.  nor  would 


I  Hatter  yon,  nor  nrire  mvself  upon  \ou  like  a 


fool ;  i   won 


Id 


not  owe  vo'ir  love  to  such  arts  as  these 


I   have  Keen  mis- 


11 


nderstood.     What   sutTerinj:-:  have   I    not   endured    for 


sake: 


•'or  tnese 


however,   VoU   Were   I'ot    to  blame 


hut 


your 
in  a 


few  minutes  von  .shall  decide  f( 


or  vol! 


rself.        There  are  two 


kinds  of  poverty,  mailanie.  One  kind  ope/dy  w.ilk-  the 
street  in  ra^rs,  an  unconscious  imitator  of  Dioe'enes.  on  a 
scanty  diei,  reducing'  life  to  its  simplest  terms;  he  is  happier. 
niavhe.  than  \\io  rich:  he  lias  fewiT  cares  at  any  rate,  and  ae- 
ce])ts  such  ])ortion:;  of  ^he  world  as  stronirer  spirits  ri'fuse. 
Then  there  is   povertv   m  splendor,  a   Spanish   ])auper,  con- 

r^'ar  hv  his  title,  his  Ijravery.  and  liis 
.lute  waistcoat  and  yellow  k!il 

he 

I'ovcrlv  of  the  iirst   kind 


oealin,<r  the  hfe  of  a 

pride;  poverty  that  wear^  a 

ploveti.  a  hetrirar  with  a  carriaire,  wtio-i'  wliole  career  \vi 

wrecked  for  lack  of  a  halfpenny. 


lo 
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l)t'lnni.'s  to  the  iinjnil,-ic  c  ;  the  -(•(•(un!  Kim!  is  tliMt  nf  M.ii-klc;.'-, 
(if  kiiiL's.  jiih!  i>\'  nil  n  i>f  imh'hi.  I  .nii  rifith'T  a  iiiiiii  of  ilu> 
jicoplc,  tmr  ;i  l.iiiL'.  ii'if  a  -w  iinllif ;  |  o,--iltl\-  I  luuc  no  tali'iit 
i'IiIiit;  I  am  an  <'\rrji|  mii.  \\  ith  ilii>  riaiiii'  I  lirar  I  niu-l  ilic 
sooner  ihaii  \>v^.  Sd  vuur  ininJ  at  n-i.  mailaiiif."  I  -aiil; 
'to-ila\"   I  liavf  alMimlani  !•.  I   ji(i--i>.-.  -iitlicient  ••(  thr  cLu    for 

my  II Is;"  fur  the  li.ifil   limk   |ia--.i|  nvc  r  liii'   l'ai-«'  which   \vr 

wf-ar  \vhiiii\>T  a  ut1I-(Ii-i--(i1  lir-'Mr  take-  n<  hv  siirpri-iv 
'I>o  yoii  rtnifmhcr  the  i!a\  uhiii  \ou  ui-!ici|  to  ;.'o  to  ilu' 
(iyimiasc  without  nw.  ih\>v  \iv\iv\[n^  ihal  I  ^liouUJ  Ix'  ihcrL-!'' 
I  went  on. 

"She  iiodiii'd. 
V^''I  liail  lanl  out  my  la-t  fivr-franc  [liccc  that   I  miL'ht  sec 
\(n\    there.  —  ltd   yon    recDJli'ct    uur   \\all<    in    tin     .lardin    ile< 
I'latitfs?     'I'he  hire  of  yonr  eali  look  evervthinn  I   had/^x 

"I  told  her  ahout  my  -aeriliee-.  and  de^eriheil  the  life  I  fed  ; 
lirated  Hot  with  wim',  as  I  am  lo-dav.  Jjnt  hv  ilie  L'enenuis 
onlhusiasni  of  ny  heart,  niy  passion  overtlowed  in  hiirninf 
\vor(l< ;  I  have  fori:otten  how  the  t'eelinirs  within  tne  l)hized 
forth:  neither  nieriiory  nor  skill  of  mine  ((uild  jiossihlv  re- 
jn-odnce  it.  li  wa-  no  cojorle-s  ehroniele  of  hli^hied  alfee- 
tions:  my  love  was  strenLftliened  hv  fair  hopes:  and  siieh 
words  oame  to  me,  hy  love".-  inspiration,  that  each  hai!  jiower 
to  set  forth  a  whole  life-like  eehoe-  of  the  cries  of  a  -oul  in 
torment.  In  ^uch  inn.-  the  la-t  prayer-  a-eeiid  fimn  dvim,^ 
men  on  the  hatlletield.  I  stoppeil,  for  -he  wa-  wecpjn^. 
(I'nniil  /h'ln!  I  iiad  reaped  an  actor's  reward,  thi'  success 
of  a  eoimterfeit  pa-sion  displayed  at  the  cost  of  five  francs 
paid  at  the  theatre  door.      I  had  drawn  tears  from  her. 

"*lf  I  had  know  II '  :-he  said. 

'•'jio  not  fini-h  the  sentence. "  1  hroke  in.  "Kvr-n  now  T 
love  von  well  enoiii,di  to  murder  \ou * 


"She  reached  for  tlie  hell-pull.  I  hiir>t  int.i  a  roar  of 
laiiLditer. 

'' 'Po  not  call  any  one.'  T  -aid.  'T  -hall  leave  vnn  to  fini-h 
yniir  life  in  peace.  It  would  he  a  hlunderiu:,'-  kiml  of  hatred 
tbat  wouk)  murder  yuu  I      ^  uu  need  not  fear  violence,'  of  any 
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kiii'l  ;  I  iiiiM'  -jHiii  .1  wlii'lr  iiiulii  iit  til.-  fiMit  (if  your  ImmI 
wifliDul— — ' 

"'Mnn-it'iir '  sill'  -,ii'I.   iihi^liirrr:   hut   aftiT  tlint   first 

itn|iii!-c  III'  iiiM(l.'-i_v  tliiit  rvcii  till'  iiiii~l  li.-irilrnrd  udiiion 
ri'ii-t  -uc'h  ■'"11.  -ill'  tliiiii:  m  -i  nrnt'iil  ;:!iin<  .■  at  mr,  aii'l  .-anl  • 

"  '^'iiu  niu-t   lia\"('  lii'in  vitv  cnM." 

"•|>ii  \iiu  think  thai  I  -n  -mh  \aliii'  im  ymw  hraiily. 
iiiaihiiiii'."  I  an-\MTril.  L'iii'--inu'  llf  ih'iiiL'hl-  that  umimmI  hi-r. 
'^"niir  hraiitil'iil  fail'  i-  flip  nil-  a  |ir'iiin-i'  nf  a  smil  yrt  iiinn' 
heautifuL  Maihiiiii'.  thu-r  to  whrnii  a  unman  i>  iiuTfly  ;i 
ucitiiaii  can  ah\a\-i  |uir(lia-i'  ndaH-iiur-  lit  for  I  hi'  S('rai:lin. 
ami  arhirVf  thi'ir  happiiir--  at  a  rinall  co-t.  I>tit  I  a-pirrd  to 
tioiiiftliin;,'  lii.L'liiT;  I  uiiiilid  ih"  lifi'  nf  do-i'  rniiuiiuiiioii  of 
licart  Mini  lii'art  with  you  thai  liav.^  im  luart.  I  know  tliat 
now.  If  vol!  wofi'  to  111  !(iii_'  to  aiinthcr.  I  couM  kill  him. 
.And  \rt.  no;  fur  vmi  \\oiiM  h'Vr  him.  and  hi-  di-aili  mi.u'ht 
hurt  vou  pfrhap-.     W'liat  aL'ony  this  i- 1'  I  rrii-d. 

"•'If  it  is  any  comfort  to  you,'  -lif  rolortrd  chciT- 
fullv.  'I  can  a.-surc  you  that  I  shall  iii'vcr  IicIhhl'  to  any 
ont' ' 

"So  vou  offer  an  alTfniit  to  (lod  ilim-clf,"  I  interrupted; 
'and  vou  will  ho  puni-hed  f'U-  it.  Some  day  you  will  ]'u> 
upon  your  sofa  si'iTi'rini:  unluard-of  ill-,  unahlc  to  mduro 
the  lijrlit  or  the  sli^irlilc-t  sound,  '■ondi'min  d  to  live  a>;  it  were 

in  the  toml).       Tiicn,  when  MUI  seek  th.e  eau-e-;  (if  tho-e  liriL'iT- 

in^'  and  avenuinir  torments,  you  will  reniemiier  the  woe-  vhat 
vou  distriliuteil  so  lavi-hh'  upon  ymir  way.  ^  mi  liave  sown 
otirsos,  and  hatred  will  he  your  reuard.  We  are  the  real 
indues,  the  executioner-  of  a  ju-tice  iliat  reii.'n^  here  helow, 
which  overruh  -  the  Jii.-ticc  of  man  and  the  lau-  of  (iod." 

'"  "Xo  doutit  it  is  verv  ciilpahle  in  me  not  to  love  ynu.'  slio 
siiid.  lanLdiin<r.  '.\tM  I  to  hlann-r  \o.  I  .io  not  love  you; 
vou  are  ;i  num.  tiint  i-  ^uthcient.  F  am  liaf)[>v  hy  mv-e!f; 
wdiv  should  I  ,uive  uj)  inv  way  of  liviuL'.  a  ,-elti-h  way.  if  ymi 
will,  for  the  capriee-  of  a  ma-tep'  Marri.-ii.'"  i-  .'i  -ai-r.-i-'M^t 
Viv  virtue  (if  wliicl)  eacli  imp.irt-  iioihinL'  init  vexation-  tn  the 
other.       Children,  mon'over.  \\'>rr\    me.        I>i(!    I  not    faith- 
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fullv  warn  \(>ii  jiKoiit  my  nature;  Whv  .in-  yon  not  <afi-!fi<'d 
to  'lavi'  my  fniri(|>lii[i!-'  I  wi-li  I  cniilii  makf  \uii  .nnrniU  for 
all  the  tiniibir-  I  Jiavc  caii-cd  ydii.  tlinm^rli  iml  ;:in'"irii.'  the 
valu"'  ol'  yciiir  [MM.r  li\f-rniMr  jiH'ci-  I  apimciali'  tlir  tvtciit 
of  yniir -ai  rili(i>  :  l)iii  \oiir  i|i\ni  mn  and  ijilicatr  tail  <  an  iio 
rrpaiil  \i\  \n\v  ail. Ill',  nn.l  |  ,arc  ,-o  liillc  f«;r  von.  that  tliirt 
scene  lia>  a  ili-av'reealtle  ell'eei  upon  me." 

'*'i  am  fully  auare  of  my  al.>ur»lity,"  I  said,  unable  to 
re>train  my  |ear>.  ■j'ardon  me.'  1  went  on,  'it  ua>  a  ile- 
!i;.dit  to  hear  tlio>e  erne!  «ord>  you  luise  just  uttered,  so  well 
1  love  you.  (»,  if  I  cuuld  testify  my  line  whh  ovitv  drop  of 
blood  III  me  I' 

"'.Men  always  repeat  these  rhissic  formulas  to  us,  more  or 
loss  elfeeiivcly."  >h''  aii-ui'red.  sill!  .•^miliii','.  'lint  it  apl)ea^.^ 
very  dilliciilt  to  die  at  our  feet,  for  1  see  corpses  of  that  kind 
about  everywhere.  It  is  twelve  o'clock.  Allow  me  to  ^'o  (o  bed.' 

"'And  in  two  hours'  time  you  will  cry  to  yourself.  Ah, 
111  nil  Dim!' 

"'Like  the  day  before  yesterday!'  Yes,'  she  said,  '1  wjis 
thinkinj:  of  my  ,-tockiiroker;  I  had  for;:otteii  to  tell  him  to 
convert  my  ti\e  per  cent  stock  into  the  threes,  and  the  threo 
per  cent-  had  fallen  during  the  day.V 

"I  looked  at  her,  and  my  eye,-  .ri'  -..red  v.-i'!i  nnirer.  Some- 
times a  crime  may  be  a  whole  romance;  I  understood  that 
.ju.-t  then.*'  She  was  so  aceustomed  no  d.,ubt,  to  the  iiio.-t  im- 
passioned declaraticms  of  this  kind,  that  my  words  and  my 
tears  were  for^'otteii  already «< 

"'Would  you  marry  a  peer  of  France?'  I  demanded 
abruptly. 

"  "If  he  were  a  duke.  I  nii^dit.' 

"F   -eizdl  my  hat  and  made  her  a  bow. 

"'Permit  me  to  accompany  you  to  the  door.'  she  said, 
outtiiiiT  irony  in  her  tones,  in  the  poise  of  her  head,  and  m  her 
gesture. 

« '.Madame ' 

"  '.Mons'eur?' 

"'J  shall  never  see  you  again' 
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"  *T  fio[)<'  not.    iiinl  >li'>  iii-u|(iiily  iihlmiil  In  r  In'aii. 

" 'Y*^'!  wi«li  t>  lif  a  (luilit'>s  ?'  I  critMl,  cxciiid  hv  n  sort  of 
Itimlrifs,  that  lifr  insnliiici'  roiiMil  in  mc  'Ynii  arr  wild 
for  honnr?  aii''  iitks!'  Well,  milv  let  mr  Invr  \><\\:  Iml  my 
pon  write  aiii  my  voice  speak  I""!'  \<>h  a\<>w:  lie  the  iimiorit 
Foiil  of  my  life,  my  ^MiiilitiL'  ?iar'  'I'iieri.  only  a((  epi  rii-'  I'or 
yoiir  liii>l)aiiil  a>  a  iniiii-ler.  a  peiT  of  I't-aiiei'.  a  <liiki'.  I 
will  make  of  myself  u  hatever  Villi  woiild  have  me  he  I" 

"'Vol!  made  j_'(i()il  iiM'  of  the  tune  \(iu  -pent  uith  ihe  ad- 
vocate,' fiju!  said,  smiling.  'There  is  a  fervency  ahuiii  your 
pleadings.' 

"  "'riic  present  is  yours,"  I  crit<l.  "hut  tin'  future  is  mine! 
I  only  lost!  .1  woman;  y.m  are  lo^iiii:  a  name  and  a  family. 
Time  i.s  big  with  my  revenge;  time  will  spoil  \(iur  heauty, 
and  yours  will  be  a  solitary  dealii;  and  glory  waits  for 
me  I' 

"  'Tlianks  for  your  peroration  I*  s!ie  said,  repressing  a  yawn  ; 
the  wish  that  slie  miglit  never  see  me  again  wa^  evitressed 
in  her  whole  hearing. 

''That  remark  silenced  me.  I  flung  at  her  a  glanee  full  of 
hatred,  and  hurried  away. 

"Fa'dora  must  be  forgotten;  F  must  cure  myself  of  mv  in- 
fatuation, and  betake  myself  once  more  to  mv  lundv  studies, 
')r  die.  So  I  set  i'.v--;'|f  tremendous  tasks;  1  determined  to 
complete  my  labors.  For  fifteen  days  I  never  left  mv  garret, 
spending  whole  nights  in  palliii  thought.  I  uuikid  with 
dilliculty.  and  by  fits  and  starts,  despite  mv  courage  and 
the  stimulation  of  despair.  The  mu.-e  had  fled.  I  cuuld  not 
exorcise  the  brilliant  mocking  image  of  Fu'<i(ira.  Sonietliing 
morbid  brooded  over  every  thought,  a  vague  lon::ing  as  dread- 
ful as  remorse.  I  imitated  the  anchorite-  of  the  Theliaid. 
if  I  dill  not  pray  as  they  did,  I  lived  a  lifr  in  the  de-cpi 
like  theirs,  hewing  out  my  ideas  as  they  were  wont  lo  hew 
their  rocks.  I  could  at  need  have  girdh-d  niv  wai<t  witli 
spikes,  that  physical  suff(>ring  miirht  i|uell  mental  angui-h. 

'*One  evening  Pauline  found  her  way  into  my  room. 
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" 'Ynii   ;irc   killii!--   VDiir-i'lf."  -Ill'  >aiil.   iniploriiiL'lv ;   'yr)\i 

^!lOlll(l  LT"  oiu  ;irii|  >•■(.  v.Hir  fri -nd.- ' 

"  'f'.iulinc.  Vdii  Ucrr  ;i  tnic  prophet  ;  Firilura  is  killinj:  rnp, 
I  want.  10  ilic.      ^^y  lit'o  i>  iiitolcrahlo.' 

"Ms  there  only  one  udnian  in  tlie  worhl:'  -he  Jisked.  smil- 
inir.     'Why  make  your>elf  .-o  Mti>erahle  in  -o  .-hort  a  life?' 

'i  lookeil  at  I'aiiline  in  hewildernienr.  She  let't  nie  hefore 
I  noiired  her  ilepartiire;  the  >oun(l  ol'  her  wcjrd-  had  reaehed 
me.  hut  n<it  their  m'Hm-.  \'ery  .-ooii  I  jiad  to  take  my 
Memoirs  in  maniiM-ripi  to  mv  literary-eoniraetrT.  I  was 
so  ah-oi'l,r(|  l,y  iiiy  pa-Mon,  that  1  'ould  not  rememlHT  how 
I  liad  mana-i'd  to  live  without  moni-y;  1  ,,iily  knew  that  the 
four  hundred  and  fifty  frano  due  to  ine  would  pav  mv  dehts. 
^o  I  went  to  receive  my  .-alary,  and  met  Ra,Mi::nae,  who 
thniiirht  me  ehan^'-ed  and  thinner. 

" 'W  liat  hos])ital  have  you  heen  dise!inrj:ed  from?"  ho 
askfd. 

"  "I'hat  woman  is  killim:  uio."  I  answere.l ;  -1  ean  neither 
despise  tier  nor  fori'i't  her." 

'"You  had  mueh  hetler  kill  her.  thon  perhaps  ymi  would 
think  j)o  more  of  her.'  he  -aid.  lauirhinij. 

"'I  hr.ve  often  thouLdit  of  it.'  I  repliiMl:  'luit  tnonuh  snme- 
timcs  the  ihoiitrht  of  a  <rime  revives  my  spirits,  of  vioh^nee 
and  rnnrdeT.  either  or  hoih.  I  am  reallv  ineapahle  of  earrvinij 
out  the  desie-n.  'I'lie  countess  is  an  adnnrahle  !non<t«>r  who 
wonhl  crave  for  [lardon.  and  not  everv  man  is  an  Otlu'llo.' 

"'She  is  like  every  woman  who  is  hey.aid  our  reach.'  Ras- 
ti;jrnac  interrupted. 

'''1  am  mad."  F  cried;  'T  ean  feel  the  madness  rairinir  at 
tinirs  in  my  hrain.  My  ideas  are  like  shadows:  t he vtl it" he- 
fore  me.  and  I  cannot  -rasp  them.  Death  wotdd  he  pref- 
erable to  this  life,  and  I  have  earefiilly  considered  the  hest 
uav  of  puttini:  an  end  to  the  stri'.,<:,i:le.  1  am  not  thinkim,' 
of  the  livini:  Ko'dora  in  the  Fanhonrfr  Saim  llonore,  hut 
of  mv  JMcdora  here,'  and  I  tajiped  my  forehead.  'What  do 
yeui  sa\  id  opium  r' 

" 'I'-liau  '  horrid  ai:onies,'  .-aid  Ka.-tiLrnac. 
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"  'Or  cliarrnal  I'lmu'.-.  ?' 

*'  "A  Imw  i1i)i!l;i'." 

'•  -Or  tho  Seine?' 

" ''I'hc  (Ira^^'-iiet-.  and  the  Mnr;,Mie  too,  are  filthy.' 

'■  ■  ,  i.;-t,.i-shr,t;-- 

" '.'jnil  !i    -..-.I  iiii-ealeiilnle,  yiiu  ili-f'iTure  yinir-tir  fur  life. 

,;-ti'l      ><'■   me,"   !li'  Weill    Mil.  Mike   all   ycllll;:  men,    I    lia\e   |)im- 

,  ..r|.,i    :,s,.p  ^i|j.-,(le.        Wlllell   nf  U>   lia-n"!    killei!    llilP.-elf   IWii  III- 

three  tune-  i^'-'t'iire  he  i^  thirty?        I    liinl  tlure  i-   no  iietler 

(■(lurHc  than  to  use  exi-teinv  a-  a  iiieans  nf  plea-ure.  {]>>  in 

for  thorniin;*)  di^.-ipation.  and  vi'ur  |ia---inn  nr  ymi  will  jieri-li 

in   it.      Inteniperaiiee,   iii\    dear   fellow.  iMiimnanil--  all  ''nriiis 

of   dcatll.        Dnes    she    mH    Wl.ld    the    ihlinderlioll    ef   ai'Mp|e\y  ? 

Apo|ile.\v  is  a  pi>lol->liMt  that  dne-  imt  nii-ealeiiiate.  Orgies 
an'  lavish  in  all  physical  jilea-inv-:  i~  tiui  that  the  Miiall 
chanjre  for  opiuin?  .\nd  the  riol  thai  i.iak' -  u>  diiiik  io 
excess  hear-  a  chaileiii'e  to  i)ii>riid  coiiihat  with  wine.  Tiiat 
tiiitt  of  Malmsey  of  the  I>iike  (d"  ClarciiceV  iiiu.-t  iiave  had  .i 
])leasanter  flavor  than  Seine  mud.  When  we  <iiik  Ldorimi-ly 
under  the  tahle.  i>  not  that  a  jienodical  death  Ia  drowniii;,' 
on  a  small  scale?  If  we  are  [ucked  up  hy  the  police  and 
stretched  out  on  those  chilly  heiiches  of  their-  at  the  police- 
station,  do  we  not  enjoy  all  tlu'  plea-ure-  of  the  Moriruc?  For 
thouirh  WT  are  not  hlue  and  LM'een,  muddy  and  -  volleii  corpses, 
on  the  other  hand  we  ha\f  the  coii-cioii-ne-.-  of  ilie  climax. 
'■'Ah."  lie   went    on,   "this    jirotractcd    ^tli(  idc   ha-    notliiiiL,f 

in  eoninion  with  a  hankrupt  i^rocer".-  demi-e.     'I'rad.-j pie 

have  hr(ni<:ht  the  river  into  disrepute  •  tliev  llitiL''  ihem-i  Kc-  in 
to  soften  their  crediior>"  lieart<.  In  your  filace  I  -hould  en- 
deavor to  die  erraeefuUy  :  and  if  you  ui-h  to  iincin  a  novel 
way  of  doini:  it,  by  struirLdinL.'  with  life  after  ihi-  manner.  I 
will  he  voiir  second.  I  am  di-appointed  aiul  -ick  of  cvery- 
thlu^^  The  Alsacieniie,  whom  it  v,;i-  propo-ed  tiiai  1  -inruld 
marrv.iiad  six  toe-  on  her  left  fiHii  :  1  .  ann"t  po--il)ly  live  witii 
a  woman  who  lias  six  tool  It  would  l'cI  ahoiit  lo  a  certaintv. 
and  then  I  slioiilii  he  ridiculon-.  ijcr  income  wa-  onlv 
eigiitecn  tliousaud  francs;  her  furtuiie  dimini^iuMl  in  (pianii:y 


ir)2 


Tin;  .M.\(;i('  skin 


'IS  her  t(MS  iri(Tr:iMVl.  'llw  J.  vil  take  it;  if  wo  hoorin 
ail  iiinraLiron-  -.,ri  ,,1'  lilr.  ur  /nay  .nine  on  soiiir  !nl  n\'  lurk, 
[•iTlia|'~  '■ 

'■lia-n_'nac"-;  (■[(Miiicncc  carried  me  away.     The  ailrac'tions 
of  ll:c   piaii   .^iiuiic   i,,u   triiiptinLfly.   hopes   wciv  kimllrd,  ilio 
pdrtical  as|)i'cis  of  the  iiiattiT  apjx'ali'd  to  a  pot't. 
'■  'lldw  nlioiit  iiioiicv  ?■  I  said. 
"'IIa\ciri  ydu  four  himdnd  and  fifrv  fraiics?' 

"•^fs.  hilt  di'lits  to  my  landlady  and  the  tailor ' 

"'^oll    Would    pay  your  tailor;^      ^■oll   will   ncvtT  bo  uny- 
thini:  whatever,  not  so  tmieh  a.s  a  iiiiiii.ster.' 
'"Hii(  what  can  one  do  with  tweiitv  h)uis?' 
" 'Cio  tn  the  j:aniin;.'-iahle.' 
"I  shuddered. 

""ion  are  ireini:  to  lanneli  nut  into  what  T  rail  svstematio 
dissifiation."  said  lie.  notiein<:  my  scruples,  'and  vet  vou  are 
afraid  of  a  -:rei>n  tal)].  -eloth." 

"'listen  to  tne."  i  an^vered.  'I  promised  my  father  nev«^r 
to  sot  foot  in  a  .irainin.L'-liouse.  Not  only  is  that  a  .sacred 
promise,  hut  I  still  feel  an  u7icom|Uera!il("  dis.i,'ust  whenever 
I  pass  n  ,LMml>i;na--heII  :  take  tlie  money  and  .l^o  witlKuit  mo. 
While  our  fort  e  is  ai  stake.  I  will  set  my  own  affairs 
strai-rht.  and  then  I  will  ^r„  l^,  your  lodirin^rsand  wait  for 
you 

'•'I'hat  was  the  wav  T  nent  to  perdition.  ,\  voting  man  has 
only  to  come  acros.,  a  woman  who  will  not  "lovo  him.  or  a 
woman  who  loves  hi,,,  ,,„,  „,,ii_  .,,„]  i,;,  ^^.j^^^j^,  ]jf^,  ]„.,,,-,„„,^  ., 
chaos.  Prosperity  swallous  „,,  our  enorirv  just  as  adversity 
ohscures  ,nir  virtues.  Ha<'k  onee  more  in'mv  lintel  ,!,■  Saint- 
Quontin.  I  -azed  ahoiit  me  a  Ion--  \^hilo  in'the  irarret  where 
T  had  led  niv  s,holar-s  temperate  life,  a  life  which  would  per- 

''■'M'^  '">\''  1 '1  a   lo,,.'  and  honorable  one.  and  that    [  omrhr 

not  to  haverpiiiird  for  th,.  f,.\ered  existence  which  had  urged 
me  to  th.'  brink  of  a  piv,.lpj,.e.  Pauline  surprised  mo  in  tlii^ 
dejected   affiliide. 

"  'Why.  what  i<  the  matter  with  you  ?'  shi'  asked. 

"I  rose  and  .|iiielly  counted  out  the  money  owing  to  her 
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!i\otliiT.  Mild  added  [i<  it  .-uHirient  t<«  pay  for  .-i\  iiininhs  rt'iil 
ill  advaixi'.      Sli(>  wati-hrd  iiic  in  ^^>m(■  alarm. 

'■'I  am  ;riiin;r  to  Kave  voii.  dtar  TaiiliiH'.' 

*"I  knew  it  I'  slie  exclaimed. 

''  'Li>Ieii.  mv  idnld.  I  have  not  Lriveii  up  \]v'  idea  of  oom- 
inu  back.  Keep  my  room  for  me  for -ix  nmiitlH.  If  I  do  iiot 
return  hy  the  iiftecntli  of  N'ovemlier.  yoii  uil'  come  into 
pnsse.~,-ion  of  my  thini:^.  'Vh]>  sealed  paeket  o*"  iii,iiiu>rript  i.- 
the  fair  copv  of  my  ureat  work  on  "'riie  Will."  '  I  wi'iil  on. 
poiniin,-:  to  a  jiackaire.  'Will  you  deiio>it  it  in  the  KinL''s 
Lilirary?  And  you  may  do  as  you  wish  with  everything,'  that 
is  left  here' 

"Her  look  wcijrhed  heavily  on  my  heart  ;  Pauline  was  an 
enihoiliment  of  con.scicnce  there  l)ef(U'e  me. 

'•'I  shall  have  no  more  lessous/  the  said,  piuntin^'  to  the 
piano. 

"I  did  not  answer  that. 

"'Will  you  write  to  me?' 

"  'Good-bye.  Paulino.' 

"I  pcntly  drew  her  towards  mo.  apd  set  a  kiss  nn  that  in- 
nocent fair  brow  of  hers,  like  siiuw  that  has  not  yet  touched 
the  earth — a  father's  or  a  brother's  kiss.  She  tied.  I  would 
not  SCO  Madame  (iaudin.  liuiiir  my  Key  in  its  wonted  plaee. 
and  departed.  I  was  almost  at  ihe  rtnl  of  the  line  de  Civmy 
when  I  heard  a  woman's  lijrlit  foot-lep  lnhind  me. 

'■*  *I  have  embroidend  this  purse  for  you,'  Pauliu'  .-aid: 
'will  you  refuse  even  that  ?' 

"By  the  light  of  the  stnH't  lamp  1  thoudit  I  -aw  t(.irs  in 
Pauline's  eyes,  and  T  groaned.  Moved  perhaps  bv  a  com- 
mon impulse,  wo  parted  in  haste  like  peijple  who  fear  the  con- 
tagion of  tlio  plague. 

"As  T  waited  with  dignified  .almness  for  T?a-tignac"s  return, 
his  room  seemed  a  grotos(iue  interpretation  of  the  sort  of 
life  I  was  about  to  enter  U])on.  The  clock  on  the  chimney- 
piece  was  surmfuintoil  by  a  Venn-  restiim  on  her  tortoise;  a 
half-smoked  cigar  lav  in  her  arms.  Costlv  furniture  of 
various  kinds — love  tokens,  v(>rv  likelv — was  scattered  about 
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Old  -lio(s  lay  "U  a  liixiirimH  >i)(.i.  "  i-oitifurtalilc  ariii- 
ili'iir  iiil')  w  li,i  '     1   IiipI  l!iru\\  II  iiiv-r]  j  1  a.-  'iiaiiv  -i-aiv  a>  a 

viti'i'an:  lln'  ai-in-  wvi'  'j-a-iird.  ili,'  liack  \va~  overlaid  uilli  a 
iliiik.  Mall'  d('i"wii  nf  j„iina(lc  and  liair-i.d  from  the  heads 
(d"  all  III.-  \  i-ilnr-.  Splendor  and  .-eiialor  uepe  oddiv  niMiuded. 
on  llie  walls,  the  hed.  and  eviTv\\  here.  \n[i  nuL'hi  have 
ihoiie^ht  id'  a  \ta|M.liian  jialaee  and  the  uronji.-  o|'  hr.-.^irnni 
;il'"i"l  it-  It  was  th'  room  ot'  a  Liamlder  or  a  iii'inniis  siijrf. 
uhere  I  lie  1 11  \  11  r V  exiMs  m.rely  for  one  individual,  u  ho  lead,- 
till'  life  of  the  .-en.M-s  and  doe-  no]   trouhle  himself  ovit  m- 

con-i-lelleies. 

"'J'here  uas  a  certain  imairiiintivi'  .lenient  ahmif  the  piettirc 
it  presented.      Life  \\  as  -iidilenly  revealed  there  in  its  rairs  and 
spaii-les  a-  the  ineomplete  thin,::  it  really  is.  of  eonr.^',  tint  so 
vividly  atid  pieliire-ijuely  :  it   was  like  a  deii  where  a  liriiraiid 
has  heaped  up  all   the  pintider  in  whieh  he  diliudits.      Some 
jia-'e,-  Were  mi--inir  from  a  eopy  of  l^vron's  jioenis:  they  iiad 
irone  to  li-ht  a  tire  of  a  fi-w  siick>  for  this  yoiiii_r  iv^rson.  who 
played  for  >take.- (d' a  thousand  franc.-,  and  had  not  a  faL^irot  ; 
"!'."   !<''l't   ii   liihurx.  and   had   not   a  whole  shirt   to  hi.-  hack. 
.\ny  day  a  eonntess  or  an  aetre-s  or  a  run  of  hick  at  t'fart('' 
niiLiiit  Set  h.ini  up  with  an  oiittit  worthv  of  a  kMiii:.      .\  .■andle 
had    heen    ,-tnek    into    the    e-reen    hnmzc    sheath    of    a    vesta- 
holder:  a  woman'-  portrait   lav  yoiider.  torn  out  of  its  carveil 
.L'-old  -eiiin--.      II, ,u-  wa-  it  ]io-:ihle  thai  a  youiiir  man.  who-e 
nature  cra\ed  excitement,  could  renounce  a  life  <n  attractive 
l>y   rea-on  of   its  coin  radicihm- :  a   life   that   afforded  all  the 
deli-his   of   war   in    the    midst    id'   peace?        I    was    ^rrowintr 
drou-v  when  rfa-ti<:nac  kicked  the  door  open  and  shouted: 
■■  '\  ictor\- 1      \ow  we  can  take  our  time  ahout  (hiiiLT." 
"He  held  out   his  liat   filled   with   Lrold  to  me.  and  put   it 
down  on   the  lahle;  then  we  pranced  round  it   like  a   pair  of 
cannihals  ahmit    to  eat    a   victim;   we  stamped,   and    ilanced.  , 
and   yelled,   and   samr:   we  orave  cadi   other  liIo\\  -   fit    m   kill 
an  elepliant.  at  MLdit  of  all  the  plea.siires  of  the  world  contained 
in  that   hat. 

■■  "'fwenty-seven  thou -and  francs.'  said  Rastiu'tiae.  addin"  a 
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few  haiik-nntcs  tn  iIh-  pi!''  "f  .U"l'l-     'Tliai  u.iul.l  !»■  .nun;:!! 

fill-   (itllrr    r.ilk    to    livr    U]»ai;    \m11    it    Ir   .-lUliricIII     tnr    U-    In   <ln' 

nil?      ^i^l    wv    will    liivathc   niir    la-t    in    a    I'.iili    nf    -nld  — 
hurrah  1"  aiul  wr  caiicfcd  at'ff.-h. 

"\Vc-  iliviilcil  the  wiiiilfall.  \\>  hr-aii  willi  (ImihK- 
iia]H)li'un.-,  ami  caiiir  linwii  in  the  -inalhT  rnjii>,  niic  i>y  nm-. 
•Thi-  I'nr  vnii.  ilii-  fnr  iia-."  \\n  k<'|.i  nil  -aviii;^-.  ili>iilliii,i:  mir 
jnv  (Irn)!  liv  drop. 

"  -We  wnirt  iS't  In  ^lr^|l,■  crit'il  i{a~I  iirilac.  "Jnscph  I  MHIlf 
])Uiich  I" 

"lie  tlircw  jrnltl  to  hi-  faithful  atntnlaiil. 

'"Theff  i.-  yniir  >haiv."  he  .-aul:  'isn  aiui  hiiry  yotiivt-lf  if 
you  can." 

"Next  (lav  I  went  tn  Lfsaiiv  and  ( Im-r  my  funiitiin\  tnnk 
the  ronn!>  that  mii  kimu  in  the  \l\\v  Taithniu.  am!  '••ft  the 
decuratinll  tn  nm-  nf  the  he.~t  tlphnlstcrcrs.  I  hnUL^ht  hnr.-cs. 
I  phin.ireil  intn  a  vnrtex  nf  plcastin-.  at  nnce  hnlinw  and 
real.  1  went  in  fnr  play.  ;:ainin;_f  and  In-in^  ennrnmn-  -uni.-, 
but  nnlv  at  friend>"  Imii-es  j.nd  in  hallmnnis  ;  never  in  ;:ainin^r- 
houses.  fnr  which  1  still  iviaim'il  the  linly  Imrmr  nf  iii\  early 
davs.  \Vii!i(Hit  nieaniiiL''  it.  1  made  .-nm,'  friend-,  •■ither 
tiirnu;.di  (|iiarrels  nr  nuiiii:  tn  the  .a-y  ennHdeiiee  e-taldi>heil 
anionir  thoe  whn  are  L'niii;^-  in  thn  had  inu'etln'r;  nnthinir. 
possiiily.  makes  u?  eliii^'  tn  one  aiiolhrr  hi  ti.^ihtly  as  nui-  t  vil 
propensities. 

"I  made  several  venttires  in  literature,  wliieli  w(>re  fl;itter- 
in^dv  received.  (Jreat  nu'ii  who  i'nlinw'Ml  the  prnfe--ion  <d' 
letters,  having:  nolhin.ir  to  I'car  fmin  me.  helamlnl  me.  imi  >n 
much  on  aceount  of  my  IIlerit^  a-  tn  ca>t  a  >hir  mi  iho-c  of 
tlieir  rivals. 

"I  i)erarne  a  'free-liver.'  to  mai\c  ii-e  of  the  pietiire<ipie 
exjjre.ssion  appropriated  liy  ihe  lanuMiaLfe  of  exec--.  I  made 
it  a  point  of  honor  imi  to  he  hniL''  almul  dyinL^  and  that  my 
zeal  and  prowess  .-Imnld  relip-e  tho-e  ili-jila\.  d  hy  all  niher-  in 
the  jolliest  companv.  1  wa-~  alway-  sjirncc  ami  earefnliv 
dresporl.  I  ha<l  some  reputation  (m-  elevi'rne-r.:.  Tliere  was 
no  siim  ahniit  nie  of  that  fearful  ua_\  of  living'  which  make- 
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a  man  into  a  ni.T.'  rl,nv-,in-  apj.imtn.-.  a  funn..],  a  painpoml 
hcast.  ' 

_  "Very  soon  Dcl.au.li  n.-,.  iH.fr^r.'  ni.'  in  all  tlic  majr.tv  of 
its  Iiorror.  and  1  ,-r,,^|,r,|  all  ihal  it  nicanl,  Tho.,.  |in..irnt 
st(.a.lv--mn,L:  diara.-t.  i-  uho  a.v  lavin-  down  wine  in  Imtij.., 
tor  thcr  iH.irs.  can  i.atviv  vmu-mr.  ,i  is  true,  of  .,>  widr  a 
tli.'orv  of  111,.,  nnrapi.i.viai,.  ii<  nornial  condition:  but  when 
will  vou  iiiMill  p.Mtiv  int,,  the  provincial  intellect?  Opium 
""'I  fa.  unh  ail  tlicir  dcli-lits.  aiv  mcrdv  dru-s  to  folk  of 
tliat  lalilirc. 

_  "I>  not  the  imperfe<  t  .^vharit.-  to  he  met  with  even  in  i'aris 
itselt.  that  inleih.ctnal  meiropol,.?  Cnil,  „,  ^.,„i„,,,.  ,|„. 
fiiti^Mies  nj  pleaure.  tlii-  M,rt  of  per--on.  aft.T  a  drinkm-' 
li<'Ut.  IS  vcrv  much  like  tho^e  wortliv  houm'oi.s  who  fall  foul 
of  nn.-ie  after  h.'ariu-  a  new  opera  hv  Unssini.  Does  he  not 
renounce  tl'es,.  vnur^v<  in  th<.  ^ame  frame  of  mind  that  leads 
an  ahsremious  man  to  fnr.wear  K'ulfec  pates,  because  the 
first  on<'.  forsooth,  jrave  him  the  indi^rcstion  ? 

'•Debauch  i^  as  surely  an  art  as  po,.trv.  and  is  nr.t  for  craven 
ppirits.  To  penetrate  its  mvsteries  and  appreciate  its  clmrm- 
o.H.^cientious  application  is  r..,piired  :  an.l  as  with  every  path 
nl  knowled-c.  the  way  is  thorny  and  forhid<nnjr  at  the  outset 
Uie  Ki-eat  pleasures  of  humanity  an.  hck'ed  about  with 
formidable  ob.ta.-les ;  not  its  sin-le  eujovment.s,  bui  enjov- 
'"••nt  as  a  -y.t,.„i.  a  sv..teni  which  establishes  seldom  ■ex- 
perience.! sensations  and  makes  them  habitual,  which  coneen  ■ 
tra.-s  and  multiplies  them  fur  us,  creatiuir  a  dramatic  life 
withm  our  life,  and  iniperativelv  demandinir  a  pn.mpt  and 
enormous  cxj...nditure  of  vitalitv.  War.  I'ower  \rt  like 
TVbauch.are  all  forms  of  denioraiixation.  e.pjatlv  remofe'fn 
the  faculties  of  humanity,  e.piallv  profound^  and  all  a., 
alike  ditlR  ult  of  acce.,s.  I!ut  wlfn  man  has  once  stormed  th. 
iH-iirhts  of  these  ^nind  mysteries,  does  he  not  walk  in  anoth(>r 
world  f  Are  not  .Lrenerals.  ministers,  and  artists  carried,  more 
nr  less,  toward,  .lestruetion  by  the  need  of  violent  distractions 
in  an  existence  so  i-emote  from  ordinarv  life  as  theirs*'' 

"War.  after  ail,  i.    i!ie  I'xcess  uf  bloodshed,  as  the' Kxeess 
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of  sclf-inttTcst  [iroducc-  I'uliiirs.  l\\ci'--i>  lit'  cviTV  >ort  ar(> 
lirntlici's.  'riir>c  xFcial  rnormil ii'.-  jin--,'--;  tin-  allriirtion  of 
llir  alivss:  llicy  ilraw  us  trnvarils  tlicin-rlvr~  a^  St.  Ilrl.'na 
iM'ckdiii'd  Xapiiiciiii :  we  ari'  fa^ciiiali'il.  fnii'  liraiU  ~uiiii,  we 
\i  i>li  tn  sound  tln'ir  depths  tlinii;,di  we  caiiiint  aii-ouni  fur 
till'  wish.  Perhaps  the  tlmii^ht  of  liitiui'y  dwell,-  in  these 
precipiees.  perliaps  lliey  coiitnin  soiu"  eol.o.-al  tlatterv  for 
the  soul  (if  nian;  fur  is  hu  iKJt,  then,  whollv  ah-orhed  in 
hiin.Mdf? 

"The  wearied  artist  iiee<ls  a  enniplete  contrast  to  liis 
paradise  of  iiiiairininirs  and  of  studious  hours;  he  either 
craves,  like  (lod,  the  .seventh  (hiy  of  rest,  or  with  Satan,  the 
pleasures  of  hell  ;  so  tiiat  his  senses  may  have  free  pla\'  in 
opposition  to  the  einployinent  of  his  faculties.  i?yron  could 
never  have  taken  for  his  rela.xation  to  the  independent  '^vn- 
tlernan's  (Ieli;:hts  of  hoston  and  f^'ossip.  for  he  wa^  a  jjoet,  and 
so  must  needs  pit  (Jrcece  a_<:ainst  Mahnioud. 

"In  war,  is  not  jnaii  an  anirel  of  extirpation,  a  sort  of  (>\- 
eeutioner  on  a  ;,n'Ljantic  scale?  Must  not  the  spell  he  stronj,' 
indeed  that  n)akes  us  underiro  such  horrid  sulferin^rs  so 
hostile  to  our  weak  frames,  sutferinizs  that  encircle  every 
stronj:  passion  with  a  hed<:e  of  thorns?  The  tohaceo  smoker 
is  seized  with  convulsions,  and  pies  tliroui:h  a  kind  of  airony 
consiMpient  upon  his  excesses;  hut  has  he  not  horne  a  part  in 
d"li,Lrhlful  festivals  in  realms  uid^nown?  Ha-  luirope  ever 
ceased  from  wars?  She  has  never  i:iven  her.-elf  lime  to  wi|)(i 
the  stains  from  lier  feet  that  are  steeju d  in  hlood  to  the  ankle, 
^fankiiid  at  larj;e  i-  .arried  away  by  fits  of  intoxication,  as 
nat.ire  has  its  accessions  of  love. 

''P'or  men  in  private  life,  for  a  vesetatinjx  Mirahean  dream- 
ing of  storms  in  a  time  of  calm.  Excess  compri.-es  all  tiiinizs: 
it  perpetually  eini>ract!S  the  whole  sum  of  life;  it  i-  someihitii: 
better  still — it  is  a  duel  with  an  antaironist  of  unknown  ])<.wer, 
a  monster,  terrible  at  iii-t  siirlit.  that  must  be  seized  by  the 
horns,  a  labor  that  cannot  be  imagined. 

"Suppose  that  nature  has  endowed  you  with  a  feebh; 
stomach  or  (»n(>  of  limited  capacity,  you  actjuire  a  mastery 


1  r,H 


Tin:   MACIC  SKIN 


ov.T  it  ;ini]  inipiv.vc  ii  :  \,,ii  Ir;irii  to  (■.-irrv  your  liquor:  voij 

^TOW     JiCcll-liiiiinl     In     licillL.'     (Irilllk:     you     |i;i>-     wlml,.     IllLrht,^ 
Witlir.llt      >l(r|,;     ;||      |,|.t      vi.ll      ;l(i|llilV     tile     cnn-t  i  t  11 1  HUl     of     ;l 

rnlrmd   n\'  riiir-.i--.ii'i-- :  ,iih1   in   this  v.jiv  you  rrcau    vour-clf 
afrrsh.  ;i~  if  I,,  ilv  in  t';,.  fai,.  ,,f  Pro\  idcncc. 

-A  tii;m  triiiisforrn.d  iifhr-  ihis  ^oI■t  is  liko  a  noophvtc  whn 
lias  at  la-t  lii-conio  a  sviciaii.  has  accu.-toiiu'd  his  niiiid  to 
^'"''  'I'"'  -'"'ll  ii'i'i  ''i^  ]<■::<  to  Irn-ihy  marches,  Wh.-n  the 
'"""-''■'■"^  ''"'I'l  "11  iiiiii  I-  -liil  unc.Ti,iiii.  ;uu\  it  i-  not  y..t 
kuouii  ulii,'li  will  li^ivc  th.'  hell, .r  of  it.  thrv  roll  over  and  over, 
allcrtiatcjy  vi,i,,r  .-in,!  \;iii,|iiish,.d.  in  a  uorid  where  cvcrythiii;,' 

i.-    Wondei'fiil.    uiiiTe    eVefv    ae|ie    of    the    -(Mil     is    laid    lo'sleei" 

where  only  the  shadows  of  ideas  are  revived. 

"Tin-  fiirions  .striiti-<.de  h.i>  already  heeome  a  necessity  fttr 
ii.«.  The  prodigal  ha-  >trnck  a  harijain  for  all  the  e'rijov- 
inents  with  which  lit'e  te,  ms  ahiindantly.  at  the  price  of' his 
own  death.  like  the  invthi<al  persons  in  l.'.irend-^  who  sold  thein- 
selves  to  the  devil  for  the  power  of  doinir  ,.vi|.  For  theiii, 
in>te;id  of  llowinir  f|„ieily  nil  in  its  monotonous  course  in  tlie 
depths  ,,f  <ome  counting-house  or  .<tudy.  life  is  pourd  out  in 
a  hoilitii.'  torrent. 

"K,\ce<s  i-.  in  short,  for  the  l,o<]y  what  the  mystic's  ecstasy 
IS  for  the  soul.  Intoxication  steeps  you  in  fantastic  ima>r- 
inin.-rs  every  whil  as  str;im:e  a-^  tlioe  u(  ecsfatics.  Voti  know 
hours  as  full  of  rapture  as  a  younir  .Lrirl's  dreams;  vou 
travel  without  fati.true:  you  chat  pleasintly  with  your  friends; 
words  come  to  yon  with  a.  whole  life  in  each,  and  fresh 
pleasures  without  re.iirets ;  poems  are  set  forth  for  vou  in  a 
fv\v  hricf  phrases.  The  roarse  animal  satisfaction,  in  which 
sciemv  has  tried  to  find  a  soul.  i<  followed  bv  the  enchanted 
drow^ncss  that  men  sidi  for  under  the  Inirden  of  conscious- 
ness. I  •  it  not  h..cau-^e  they  all  fe.d  the  ne«^d  of  a!.so!ut(>  re- 
pose? Because  K.vcess  is  a  sort  of  toll  that  p^nius  pav.s  to 
pain? 

"T.ook  at  all  isri-Ai  men;  nature  made  th(^m  pleasure- 
loviiiL'  or  hase.  ,  ,,  ry  one.  ."^ome  moekintr  or  jealous  power 
corrupt,  d  Ihem  -n  '  i.t  m.uI  op  hodv.  so  as  to  make  all  their 
powiT-  futile,  and  tin  ir  efforts  of  no  avail. 
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"All   iiH'ii   lui'l   all    tliiiiL'>  ;i|i|"ar  ImTuiv   \(iu    in   tlir  >:ui-M 

Vnll    ciKMi-c.    Ill    th(i>c    linlirs    ullcll    \\'\U>'    llil-    SWMV.        \'ni    lire 

iord  of  all  (  ivatinii :  y..u  ; n.n-rcnii  it  nl  \nuy  |i!.a-.ii re  Ami 
tlin)ii;.'hniit  thi^  uiu.a^iiiL'  (li'lirniin.  I'lay  may  [K.iir.  at  ymir 
will.  Its  iiidlti'ii  li-ail  iiitu  \niir  \('iii>. 

'•Snnif  (lav  Mill  will  fall  into  the  inini-lfr"-  powiT.  Tlirn 
you  will  liavi'.  a-  I  hail,  a  t'nii/icd  awak-nmLT.  \\iili  iin|intrncf 
>it!in^  iiv  vniir  |ii!'i>w.  An-  \"ii  an  "lil  -"hlitT?  I'lulii-i- 
attacks  vnii.  A  iliii!niiiati~t  ?  .\n  aiiriiri-in  liani:,-  <l.alh  in 
vour  heart  hv  a  ihrrail.  It  will  piTliaji-  l.r  ri.iiMiniptum  lliat 
will  (TV  til  inc.  •1-ct  n-  he  '.'din:;!"  a-  in  Ka|iliacl  ol'  I  rhino,  m 
old  time,  killc'l  hy  an  c\ce.~-  of  l"V(  . 

'"In  this  uav  I  have  cxi-tcd.  1  was  laniicln  d  inio  the  v.nrld 
too  carlv  or  too  late.  M\  cncrL'v  wouM  have  hecn  daicjcrous 
there,  no  douht.  if  I  had  not  -iiiiamicrcd  it  m  -udi  waw  a> 
tlK'M'.  \Va-  not  the  worlil  v\i\  of  an  .\lc\andcr.  hy  the  cup  of 
Ilercnlcs.  at  tin-  clo-e  of  a  driiikinir  hout  ' 

'•There  ;.re  -oinc.  the  -port  of  l>(Stinv.  who  mii-f  either  have 
heaven  r.r  hell,  the  ho>pice  of  St.  I'ernard  or  rioioii-  excess. 
()nlv  just  now  I  lacked  the  heart  to  moralir^e  ahout  tlio-e 
two,"  and  he  poiiite<l  to  luiphra-ia  ami  .\(piiliiia.  "'riicy  are 
tvpes  of  mv  own  per-oiial  hi-!ory,  iniairc-  of  mv  life!  I 
onuld  scarcelv  rcjiroach  them;  they  stood  hefore  me  like 
jnd.ires. 

"In  the  midst  of  lliis  drama  that  I  wa-  enact  iiiL',  and  while 
mv  distractini:  di.-order  was  at  its  liciLrht,  iwo  cri.-es  super- 
vened: each  hrouirht  me  keen  and  ahuiKlant  pani.'-.  The 
first  ("amo  a  few  days  after  I  had  liiinir  tnv-elf.  I,ke 
Sardanapahi-.  on  mv  pvre.  I  met  l-"(edora  undi  r  th'-  p'^ri-^ylc* 
of  the  Houffons.      We  hoth  were  waititii:  for  our  carriaLfer^. 

"  '.Ml  I  so  yoii  are  livinir  yet ''" 

"That  was  the  ineaninj:  of  her  -mile,  and  [irohahly  of  Hie 
spiteful  word-  -he  murmure(1  in  the  ear  of  her  i-uixhci.  tdlinu' 
him  mv  historv  no  douht.  ratini:  mine  as  a  (-(immon  love  affair. 
She  was  d(>c(Mve(l.  vet  she  was  applaud im:  her  perspioaeitv. 
Oh,  that  1  -honld  he  dvinu'  for  her.  mu-t  -till  a(1ore  h'T.  al- 
ways see  her  through  my  potations,  see  her  still  when  I  w,'i.s 
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oviTcnriif  with  wiiii',  ar  in  the  ,iriii<  cf  rnurti'saii- ;  ;iiii|  know 
tliiit  I  \v;i<  a  ta-,-.l  \'"r  her  >(nriiriil  j<'-t-:  (»h.  that  I  ^Imiild 
l)f  imali!  ■  to  tear  tiir  l<i\c  ul'  Iut  nut  of  niv  lirra.-t  am!  to  tlm;,' 
it  .'it  her  tVi  t  ! 

"Well,  I  (jnickly  I'vliaii'-lcil  !ii\  riiin]^.  hut  ouiti;_'  to  tlioso 
three  \ear-  of  (li.-;ei|)liiie,  I  eiijoved  the  m'<M  rohii.^t  health, 
find  on  the  day  that  I  found  ni>:-e|f  without  a  pennv  I  fell 
rernarkahlv  well.  hi  nrder  to  earrv  on  the  proee-s  of  dviiiL'. 
1  M^nied  hill<  at  >hort  ihite-,  an-l  the  day  eariie  when  tiiev  niu-i 
'h'  met.  I'ainful  e\eiieiiieiil,- !  Imi  how  they  iinicken  tlie 
pulses  of  youth!  I  wa-  not  lu'einai  iirely  ap'd  ;  I  was  voung 
Vet.  and  full  of  \  i-cjp  ami   life. 

"At  my  first  dehi  all  my  virtues  came  to  life;  .-lowly  and 
dospiairiii.irly  they  -eemed  to  pace  towards  ine ;  hut  I  (ould 
compound  with  them  — they  were  like  a;,'ed  aunt-  that  lii>- 
pin  with  a  .-eohlinir  ami  end  i)y  hestowin^:  tears  and  money 
upon  you. 

'•ImaLniiation  was  less  yiehlinj::  I  saw  my  name  handled 
alioiit  throu^rh  every  city  in  Kurope.  'One's  name  is  one- 
self." -ays  Kiwehe  Salv.Tt;'.  .\fter  these  e.xcursions  I  re- 
turned to  the  room  i  had  never  (|U!tled.  like  a  doppel- 
pan.L^T  in  a  (ierman  lale.  and  came  to  niv.-elf  with  a  start. 

"I  n-ed  to  -ee  v>!tli  iiid  fereiue  a  hankerV  mess(nper  poinp 
on  \u<  errand-  throii<:h  the  -treets  of  I'aris,  like  a  eoniniereial 
Nemesis,  wearin^i;-  his  ma-ler"s  livery — a  ,i:ra.v  coat  and  a  .-silver 
hadp':  hilt  now  1  hated  the  sjiecies  in  ailvanee.  One  of 
them  eame  one  morninp  to  a-k  me  to  meet  some  eleven  bills 
tliiit  i  had  scrawled  my  name  upon.  Mv  sii:naturo  was 
Wf.rth  three  thousand  francs!  Takin-r  me  altopether.  I  my- 
self wa-  not  worth  that  amount.  .^herilF's  deputies  rose  tip 
iiefoiv  me.  turnini:  their  ealIou<  faces  up(m  my  despair,  as 
the  hanLMnan  rei^ards  the  criminal  to  vvhom  he  savs.  'It  has 
just  struck  half-pa.vt  three."  1  was  in  the  j>ower  of  their, 
elcrks:  tliev  could  serihhle  my  name,  dra.i:  it  throu>:h  the 
mire,  and  jeer  at  it.  I  wn,-  a' defaulter.  lias  a  d.  htor  any 
rii:ht  to  olm-elf?  Could  not  other  men  call  me  to  accounL 
for  iiiy   way   of   livin-:?     Why   had    I    eaten   imddings   a   la 
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rhipiildfni'  W'liv  li:i'l  I  i.vt!  my  uiiii'?  Wliv  h.nl  I  -Ifji!, 
(If  vwilki'ii.  nr  tlioii^'lit,  "r  iiriiu^rii  rii\ -df  \^  lifii  I  Ii.nl  iioi  paid 
them? 

"A*  any  riKiiiioiit.  in  tin-  innliilr  i>f  a  pin'in.  during'  f^nnic 
train  of  thoiiL'lit,  or  wlii!<'  I  wa-  i^ailv  liiTakt'a~liiiir  in  iIh' 
|i|i'a;-ant  comiiany  of  my  fru'inl-.  I  ini;:hl  hmk  tu  -cc  a  ■.''■iiiii'- 
man  fntcr  in  a  coat  of  (•iic>tniit-liriiw  n,  witli  a  -lialiliv  hat  m 
his  hand.  Thi-  L'^nllcmanV  ,i|i|trarancf  wuuld  -ilmiiU  my 
dilit.  the  i>ill  I  had  drauii:  thr  ^iniii-f  uouhl  rom|Ml  me  to 
Icavr  tlic  talil.'  to  speak  to  him.  hli;.dil  my  .-pints,  df-poil  me 
of  my  chcrrfiilncss,  of  my  inistrt/ss,  of  all  I  po.->fss(.'(l.  down 
to  my  very  h. dstcad. 

"Hcmorsc  itself  is  moro  easily  ciidiin-d.  Remorse  does  not 
drive  us  into  the  street  nor  into  the  jiri-on  t)f  Sainte-l'elairie ; 
it  does  not  force  us  into  the  di'|i-i;dili'  sink  of  virc  I'e- 
morse  only  briuLrs  us  to  the  scalTold,  when'  the  ex^'cuthincr  in- 
vests US  with  a  certain  difriiity  ;  as  we  pay  the  extreme  penalty, 
cveryhodv  helii'Ves  in  our  innoceuii';  hut  people  will  not  credit 
a  penniless  prodipil  with  a  ^in;:]e  virtue. 

"^ly  d(l)t.s  had  other  incarnations.  There  is  the  kind  that 
goes  ahout  on  two  feet,  in  a  ^'reen  elotli  coat,  and  hhie 
spectacles,  oarryinu  unihrellas  of  various  luies  ;  ymi  conn'  face 
to  face  with  iiim  at  the  corner  of  some  street,  in  ilic  midst 
of  your  niirlh.  These  have  tlie  dete.stahle  prerojfative  of 
saying,  'M.  de  A'alentin  owes  me  >omelhinL'.  and  doi<  n^t 
pay.  I  have  a  hold  on  him.  He  had  hettiT  not  -how  m^  any 
offensive  airs  I'  You  must  l>ow  to  your  creditors,  and  more- 
over liow  politely.  'When  are  you  goint:  to  )iay  me?"  <ay  iliey. 
.And  you  must  lie,  and  lieg  money  of  another  man.  ami  i-riiiLre 
to  a  fool  seateil  on  his  stronir-ho\.  ,;nd  receive  -our  looks  in 
return  from  these  horse-leeclie- :  a  hjow  would  he  ]i-s  hate- 
ful ;  you  must  put  up  with  their  crass  iirnorance  and  cahailat- 
inir  morality.  A  dcht  is  a  feat  of  the  imaLMiiative  that  they 
cannot  appreciate.  A  borrower  is  (d'tcu  carrii'd  awav  and  over- 
mastered hy  irenero')--  impulse-;  noihiriL''  L'reai.  nothing 
magnanimous  can  move  ur  dumitiate  lliosc  who  live  for  money, 
IX 
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;iri(|  ri'c(,_-iii/r  uniliinLr  init  iiioiiry.        I  iii\~clf  Iidil  unnicy  in 

alillntTi'lK  r, 

"• 'r  ,1  lull  iii;i\  iiinlir^ro  n  fiiuil  trim-foniiiitin?i  jnin  foint' 
tiicnt'.riMii.  did  iii.iii  uifh  .-i  f;niiil\  ii<'piii'li'iit  ii|i<>ii  hini.  Mv 
<'n'<liinr  iiiii'iii  Im'  ;i  li\iii;.'  |)i(iiirc  fur  (Iri'ii/f.  ;i  |iiir;i!\  tic; 
"ilh  111-  (■liil<lri n  i-niiiiil  liiiii.  11  >..i,l!cr"-  wkIhu.  IioMimi:  out 

lic-rrclilIlLr    llMInU    In    Ini'.        'I'lm  l)|i  •    (Tcilltors    AVl-    llli-c    Wltll 

\\'i"ni    ui'  ,ir<'   f.M-iril   In  -yriiiiaihizf.  jiui    u  iirii   liirir  ilaiiii> 
;iv>'  -ati-linl  \\c  (i\w  till  in  ;i  fnrilirr  dilit  of  ;is~i>(;ili(  c. 

"'I'lic    Ilil:ht    Ij.lniv    the    lull-    I'.  1 1    (Inc.    I    laV    iloWn    uilll    llic 

f^il-''  i:ilni  nf  ihc.-c  whii  -!cr[,  iM-fMrc  ilirir  a[i[irnacliiiiL'  '-Nciti- 
lii'ii.  Ill-  uiili  a  ilui'l  in  I'l-'i-jirct.  phKimI  a>  llifv  an'  liv  dflii- 
.•^i\|'  li'ipi  -,  r.ni  uiirn  1  Udki'.  wlicii  I  was  ((loi  and  ciilliTtcd, 
"lull  I  I'Miind  in\-ilf  iniiu-i -niiid  in  a  hankiT'-:  puri  fnlin.  am! 
tli'iiiidt  Tin.'-  in  -taicini'nt-:  cdViTiMi  with  red  ink  -  then  mv 
drlit- >[iranLr  up  (■\i'i-y\i  here,  like  L:ras-!ic)[ipcrs.  Ind'nr.'  rii\  rvcs. 
TliiTi'  ui'i-c  niy  (jila-.  mv  iNk  k.  my  armchair-:  mv  debts  were 
inlaid  in  ihc  \cr\  furniture  uhicli  I  liked  hc-i  to  ii-c.  Tlie-c 
^'(•ntlr  itianimatc  -lavcs  ui.|-e  to  fall  a  prcv  to  the  harpies  nf 
tile  ('h"'lelet,  ucfc  to  he  carried  olf  hy  the  hroker's  men.  and 
hnitailv  throw  n  on  the  market.  Ah,  my  property  was  a  f)art 
of  myself ! 

"Tlic  -ound  of  the  (]oor-hell  raiiLT  throii<:li  my  heart;  while 
it  -eeincd  |o  >inke  at  me.  where  kimrs  should  lie  struck  a) 
—  in  the  head.  Mine  was  a  tnarlyrdoin.  without  heaven  for 
it-  fcuard.  l'"or  a  maLrnanimous  nature,  deht  is  a  hell,  and  a 
hell,  moreover,  with  sherilV-  oiliccr-  and  hrokcrs  in  it.  \n 
undi-i  harLn-d  deht  is  someiiimL:  mean  and  soi-dul  ;  jt  is  a 
heu-iniiinL'- ef  knaveiy  :  it  i^  snincthiiiLr  wnrsc,  it  is  a  lie;  it  pre- 
pares the  ua\  (or  crime,  and  hfinL"--  toiretlier  the  filanks  for 
the  scali'uld,  Mv  hill-  were  prole-tcd.  Three  davs  after- 
ward- I  met  thein.  and  this  j-  how  it  hafipeiied. 

•■.\  sp,.,iilator  came.  .iireriiiLr  to  huy  the  island  in  the  Loire 
hclonunni:  to  me.  wheiv  my  mother  lay  hurled.  I  dosed 
with  him.  When  I  went  to  hi.-  -nlicjtor  to  sii:n  the  deeds.  I 
f<'lt  a  cavern-like  chill  in  the  dark  olfice  that  made  im^ 
.shudder;  it    uas  the  same  cold  dampness  thai   had   laid  iiold 
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U|inn    tllC   !lt    till'    liniik    (if    lii\     l'alli<T'.     >^r:i\r.        I    lunkril    Ujinll 

till-  a>  ;iri  i'mI  uim  ii,  1  -r.  ui>  >]  !"  -•■•■  iln-  -h;hl>'  ><(  in\  ii)«>i  :ii  r, 
a  lilt  ti»  liiMT  liiT  Mill  v.  \\  liiii  ji.iw,  r  ua-  it  ih.il  iii.nl.'  iii\  uu  ii 
naiiir  nil;:  \a;:iiclv  iii  my  i-ar-.  mi  -|ii!>'  nl'  liir  rlamur  tif 
liflls? 

'■'rilc  lil'illrV  paiil  iImuii  f"!-  iiiv  l-lalnl.  win  ll  ai!  In',  ilrlils 
Wert' (li.-cliar;.'i'il.  Irt'i  im  m  |Hi--r-~ii.!i  i.f  pah  ili'.n-aihl  I'ran. -. 
1  coiild  iMw  lia\i'  rriuriii'il  In  a  .-riinlar'*  lraiii|Uii  lil'i'.  it  i- 
I  rue  :  I  cniiiil  iiaU'  ymir  liark  In  iii\  :_'arrit  at'li-r  lia\  iiil'  jaiin'il 
an  i'\|icrifiirr  nf  lit'i'.  with  ni\  !;•  ail  111  In  I  Willi  I  ill'  ri  -  ill-  of 
f\tt'ii>i\r  iiliscrvatmii.  ami  uilli  a  iii'laiii  -i>i'l  nf  rip.lalmii 
attaching'  In  iih'.  I'ait  i-'ui|(ira'-  linM  ii|mi||  Iht  sh  im  wa- 
iiut  n-laxi'il.  Wi-  iil'tiii  mil.  1  rumjulli '1  lur  ailimnT-  ti' 
sduiiil  mv  iiami'  iii  Iht  i  ar,-.  ii\'  iliiit  nt'  a-iiin;-liiiiL'  I'l'  in  with 
riiv  (■l('\ri'nt'>.-  anil  .-iiiii'>~.  wiili  in\  Imr-.'-  .iml  cciuiiiau''  -■  li 
all  t'liuml  her  impa.—  iM'  ami  iimiiti  rr-li'il  ;  -n  iiui  an  iiL'ly 
jihra.-f  ol'  KasliLMiar".-,  'Ili'  i.>  kiliiii;^  hiiii-ilf  I'm'  mhi." 

'"l  (■iiar;:('il  llic  unrlil  at  lar^'c  wiili  my  rr\in'_'i'.  luil  I  wa- 
not  liaiipv.  Willie  1  was  falliomim:  lin'  mirv  di'iitli-  nf  life, 
I  only  rt'co^Miizcd  tlic  mnn'  ki-i'iiiy  at  all  linn-  the  liaiaMiie-s 
of  recipriica!  atfectinii ;  it  wa^  u  -hailow  that  I  f.illnweil 
thrnu^'li  all  liiat  In-fell  me  in  my  e\t  rava'^ame.  ainl  in  nis' 
wi''I('st  ini)ment~.  it  wa.-^  my  mi.-fm :  iiiie  in  lie  (IrcriMij  m 
inv  fairest  iieliefs,  to  lie  [nini.-lieil  liy  in^ri'aiilinle  fur  lienefninir 
other.'-;,  and  to  recoivi?  nncnunted  |ilea.-nres  a.-  the  reward 
of  my  errors — a  sinister  dnetrine,  Inil  a  true  one  fur  ihe 
prodiiral  I 

"Tiio  conta^jious  ieprnsy  of  Fiednra's  vanitv  liad  taken  ImM 
of  me  at  last.  I  proiied  my  smil,  ami  fmiml  ii  eankeri  d  and 
rotten.  I  bore  the  marks  of  ilic  dexil'-  elaw  upon  m\  f-ire- 
liead.  It  was  impossilile  to  me  tlienci-fdruani  Im  do  willnint 
the  incessant  a,>ritatiiin  of  a  life  fraiiirlit  with  daiiL'er  at  vwrv 
moment,  or  to  dispense  with  the  exeeraiiie  refinement-  nf 
luxury.  [f  I  liad  [m.-sessed  millions,  I  siiniild  -till  ha\e 
^amiilod,  reveled,  and  racketed  ahmii.  i  ui-hed  nr\i-i-  in  !,.■ 
atom;  witli  myself,  and  I  mu>t  iiave  false  friends  and 
COurtLtans,  wme  and  'Mod  i  lieer  lo  di.-tract  lue.     The  lies  tliiU 
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attach  a  mnn  to  family  lifi'  had  been  pormanontly  broken  for 
mo.  I  had  bfootno  a  ^'alk-v-shive  of  jjleasiiro.  and  must  ac- 
complish my  destiny  of  siiifidu.  Durin.i,'  tlic  last  davs  of  my 
prosperity.  I  spent  every  nijxht  in  tlie  most  incredible  ex- 
cesses; 1)11)  every  niomiiig  death  east  me  baek  upon  life  a<rain. 
I  would  liavi'  taken  a  eontlagration  with  as  little  concern  as 
any  man  with  a  life  annuity.  However,  I  at  last  found  myself 
alone  with  a  twenty-franc  piece;  I   bethought  me  then  of 

|{asti^^nac's  luck 

.,„j--  "''-'''  ^'li- "  Raphael  exelainied,  interrupting  himself, 

as  he  remembered  the  talisman  and  drew  it  from  his  pocket. 
Perhaps  he  was  wearied  by  the  long  day's  t^train,  and  had  no 
more  strength  left  wherewith  to  pilot  "his  head  through  the 
seas  of  wine  and  punch;  or  perhaps,  exasperated  by  this  sym- 
bol of  his  own  existence,  the  torrent  of  his  own  eloquence 
gradually  overwhelmed  him.  Raphael  became  excited  and 
elated  and  like  one  completely  deprived  of  reason. 

"The  devil  take  death!"  he  shouted,  brandishing  the  skin; 
"I  mean  to  live!  I  am  rich,  T  have  every  virtue;  nothing 
will  withstand  me.  Wluj  would  not  be  generous,  when  ever}-- 
thing  is  in  his  power?  Aha!  Aha!  I  wished  for  two 
hundred  thousand  livres  a  year,  and  I  shall  have  them.  Bow 
down  before  me,  all  of  you,  wallowing  on  the  carpets  like 
swine  in  the  mire!  You  all  belong  to  me— a  precious  prop- 
erty truly!  J  am  rich:  I  could  buy  you  all,  even  the  deputy 
snoring  over  there.  Scum  of  society,  give  me  your  benedic- 
tion !     1  am  the  Pope."' 

IJaphael's  vociferations  had  been  hitherto  drowned  by  a 
thorough-bass  of  snores,  but  now  they  became  suddenly  audi- 
ble. ]\rost  of  the  sleepers  started  up  with  a  cry,  saw  the 
cause  of  the  disturbance  on  his  feet,  tottering  uncertainly, 
and  cursed  him  in  concert  for  a  drunken  brawler. 

"Silence!"  shouted  Raphael.  "Back  to  your  kennels,  you 
dogs!  Emile,  I  have  riches,  I  will  give  you  Havana 
cigars !" 

"I  am  listening."  the  poet  replied.  "Death  or  P\edora ! 
On  with  you  !    That  silky  l'\edora  deceived  vou.    Women  are 
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all  (laufrlitor.-;  of  Kvc.  There  is  nothing  dranialic;  about  that 
riginaroU'  of  your^." 

"Ah,  hut  you  woro  sloopinir,  i^lyhoot?." 

"Xo — 'Death  or  Fcedora  I"  — I   have  it!" 

"Wake  up!"  Kaphaol  slioutt'd,  heatinfc  finiilo  with  the 
j)iee(f  of  shagreen  a&  if  he  meant  t;.  draw  eleetrie  fluid  out 
of  it. 

"Tonnerrc!"  paid  fimile,  pprinping  up  and  tlinging  his 
arms  round  Kaphael ;  "'my  friend,  remember  tlie  sort  of  wo- 
men you  are  with." 

"1  am  a  millionaire !" 

"If  you  are  not  a  millionaire,  you  are  most  certainly 
dnink." 

"Drunk  with  power.  I  can  kill  you! — Silence!  I  am 
Nero  !     I  am  Nebuchadnezzar  I" 

"But,  Kaphael,  we  are  in  (pieer  company,  and  you  ought 
to  keep  (piiet  for  the  sake  of  your  own  dignity." 

"My  life  has  been  silent  too  long.  I  mean  to  have  my 
revenge  now  on  the  world  at  large.  1  will  not  anuise  myself 
by  squandering  paltry  live-franc  jiieces;  I  will  reproduce  and 
sum  up  my  epoch  by  absorbing  human  lives,  human  minds, 
and  human  souls.  Tliere  are  the  treasures  of  pestilence — 
that  is  no  j)ailry  kind  of  wealth,  is  it?  I  will  wrestle  with 
fevers — yellow,  blue,  or  green — with  whole  armies,  with 
gibbets.  I  can  possess  I-\edora — Yet  no,  1  do  not  want 
Fanlora ;  she  is  a  disease;  1  am  dying  of  Fcedora.  I  wan* 
to  forget  Fcedora." 

"If  you  keep  on  calling  out  like  this,  I  shall  take  you  into 
the  dining-room." 

"Do  you  see  this  skin?  It  is  Solomon's  will.  Solomon 
belongs  to  uk^ — a  little  varlet  of  a  king!  Arabia  is  mine. 
Arabia  Petra'a  to  boot;  and  the  universe'  and  you  too,  if  I 
choose.  If  I  choose — Ah!  be  careful.  I  can  buy  up  all 
your  journalist's  shop;  you  shall  be  my  valet.  You  shall  be 
my  valet,  you  shall  manage  my  newspaper.  Valet !  rnli't, 
that  is  to  say,  I'ree  from  uches  and  pains,  because  he  has  no 
brains." 
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At  t!i('  wonl  finiilc  carried  IJa|.!iacl  ofT  into  the  .linine- 
ronni. 

"All  ri^rjit."  he  rcinarkcil :  "\v>.  mv  fricml.  I  am  vonr  valet. 
Hut  ynu  arc  ahniit  tn  ho  cwlii,,r-in-cliirf  ,,f  a  Ticw'spapcr :  ^o 
hi:  .|uiri.  and  hrhavo  pn.p.Tly,  for  my  ^ake.  Ilavo  von"  no 
rotranl  for  nicr" 

•■K'.-ar.l  f..r  you!  Vou  shall  haw  Havana  ci^ir^  with 
tins  i)it  of  sha-nvn:  always  with  this  skin,  this  suprcm.'  hit 
of  shatrnvn.  It  is  a  nuv  for  corns,  an  .-llicacious  remedy. 
I>o  you  sulfcr:-     ^   will  remove  them."' 

''Xcvcr  have   I   known  von  so  se/is(.l,.ss " 

"Senseless,  my  friend?  X„t  at  all.  This  skin  contracts 
whenever  I  fnrm  a  wish-'tis  a  jmradox.  There  is  a  Brahmin 
miderncath  it !  The  Hrahmiti  must  W  a  droll  fellow,  for  our 
desires,  look  yoii,  arc  bound  to  t'xpand " 

"Vos.  vcs •■ 

"T  teiryon " 

"\cs,  yes.  very  true,  I  am  quite  of  your  opinion— our  de- 
sires expand " 

"The  skin.  I   tell  vou." 
"Ves." 

"You  don-l  h.'li.^ve  me.  I  know-  you,  mv  friend:  vou  arc 
as  lull  ol  lies  a.-  a  new-made  kin^^■' 

"How  can  ynu  cx],e.t  me  to  f„Tl.,w  your  drunken  maunder- 

"r  will  het  you  I  can  prove  it.      [,et  iis  mea.>^ure  it " 

"Coodness!  ho  will  m.ver  ^.,t  ..ff  to  sleep."  exclaimed 
IJmilc.  as  he  wateh(>d  Raphael  rumma-in-  busiiv  in  the 
dinin<,'-room. 

Tlianks  to  the  peculiar  clearness  with  which  evi.Tnal  ob- 
jects are  sometimes  projecte.I  on  an  inebriated  brain  in  sharp 
(■ontrast  to  ,ts  own  ohseure  ima-ininirs.  Valentin  found  an 
inkstand  and  a  tahle-napkin.  with  the  quickness  of  a  monkev, 
repeatini:  all  tlw  time:  ' 

"Let  us  m(>asure  it  !     lA't  us  measure  it !" 
"All  ri.irht."  said  fimile:  "let  us  measure  it  '" 
The  two  friends  spread  out  the  table-napkin  and  laid  the 
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Ma^'if  Skin  upon  it.  As  firnile's  linii'l  appeared  to  l.o 
stoadier  than  IJaphael'j:.  he  drew  a  line  witli  jim  and  ink 
rdund  the  tali-man,  while  his  friend  said: 

"T  wished  for  an  ineoiiie  of  two  laindred  ihonsnnd  liVTf^!, 
didn't  I?  Well,  when  that  comes,  you  will  ol>serve  a  mi<:hty 
diminution  of  my  cha^n-in." 

"Yes — now  <ro  to  sleep.  Shall  I  make  you  eomt*ortai)ie  on 
that  sofa?     Xow  then,  ar<'  you  all  ri.irht  ?"' 

''Yes,  my  nurslinir  of  the  jiress.  Yo>i  --hall  amuse  me; 
you  shall  drive  the  flies  away  from  me.  The  friend  of 
adversity  sh(uild  be  the  friend  of  prosperity.  So  I  will  ^'ive 
you  some  flava — na — cig " 

"Come,    now,    sleep.      Sleep    otT    your    <:old,    you    mill- 
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"You!  sleep  oil  your  jiarairraphs  I  (!nod-nit:hi  I  Say 
pood-nipht  to  Nel)uehadnezxar  I — Love  I  Wine  I  Franeel — 
<rlory  and  tr — treas " 

Verv  soon  the  snorinirs  of  the  two  friends  wer(>  added  to 
the  music  with  which  the  rooms  resounded — an  ineirectual 
concert!  The  lijrhts  went  out  one  hy  one.  their  crystal 
sconces  cracking  in  the  final  flare.  Niirht  threw  dark 
shadows  over  this  proloULnnl  revelrv,  in  which  Haphad's  nar- 
rative liad  been  a  second  oruy  of  speech,  of  words  without 
ideas,  of  ideas  for  which  words  had  often  heen  lacking:. 

Towards  noon,  next  day.  the  fair  .\ipiilina  Ix'-tirred  her- 
self. She  vawned  wearily.  She  had  slept  with  her  head 
upon  a  painted  velvet  footstool.  an<l  her  cheeks  were  mottled 
over  by  contact  with  the  surface.  IIiT  movenuiit  awoke 
Pluphrasia.  who  suddenly  syiraiiL''  up  with  a  Imnrse  cry:  her 
pretty  face,  that  had  lieen  so  fresh  and  fair  in  the  eveninL^. 
was  sallow  now  ami  pallid:  she  looked  like  a  candidate  for 
the  hospital.  The  rest  awoke  al^o  liv  deirrees.  with  portcntou-; 
pronninps.  to  feel  themselves  over  in  every  stiffi'ned  limb, 
and  to  experience  the  infinite  varieties  of  weariness  that 
weighed  upon  them. 

A  servant  came  in  to  throw  back  the  shutters  and  open  the 
windows. ^/ There  they  all  -^tnud.  brouLdit  back  to  ((uwcious- 
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ness  by  tho  wnnii  rays  of  siinli.irli^  tliat  shone  upon  the 
sloepors'  lionds.l^Thcir  iiiovcinciits  (liiriiifx  sliitnl.cr  had  dis- 
orderc(l  Ihc  chilioratcly  arraiij:cd  hair  and  toih'ttcs  of  tlie 
women.  They  presented  a  ^rhastly  spectacle  in  the  hriglit 
daylifrht.  Their  liair  fell  nn<rraeefnlly  ahout  theiii  :  their 
eyes,  lately  so  h''iliiam.  were  heavy  and  dim;  the  expression 
of  their  faces  was  entirely  ehan.ired.  'I'he  sickly  hues,  which 
daylipht  hrings  out  so  stron.irly,  were  fri<rhtful.  'An  olive 
tint  liad  crept  over  the  lynij)hatic  faces,  so  fair  and  soft  when 
in  repose:  the  <lainty  red  lips  were  jrrown  pale  and  dry,  and 
l)ore  tokens  of  the  de<:radation  of  excess^  Each  disowned  his 
mistress  of  the  niirlit  hefore :  the  women  looked  wan  and  dis- 
colored, like  flowers  traini)lod  under  foot  by  a  j)assing 
procession. 

The  men  wh.>  scorned  them  looked  even  more  horrible. 
Those  human  faces  would  have  nuule  you  shudder.  The  hollow 
eyes  with  the  dark  circles  round  them  seemed  to  see  nothing'; 
they  wore  didl  with  wine  and  stupefied  with  heavy  slundiors 
that  had  been  exhaustinp  rather  than  refreshing,'.  "There  was 
an  indescribable  ferocious  and  stolid  bestiality  about  these 
hapjrard  faces,  where  bare  physical  appetite  appeared  shorn 
of  all  the  poetical  illusion  with  which  the  intellect  in\osts 
it.\/Kven  these  fearless  chamjtions,  accustomed  to  measure 
themselves  with  excess,  were  struck  with  horror  at  this 
awakening  of  vice,  stripped  of  its  disiruises.  at  beins;  con- 
fnmted  thus  with  sin.  the  skeleton  in  rags,  lifeless  and  hollow, 
bereft  of  the  sophistries  of  the  intellect  and  the  enchant- 
ments of  luxury.  Artists  and  courtesans  scrutinized  in 
silence  and  with  haggard  glances  the  surrounding  disorder, 
the  rooms  where  everything  had  been  laid  waste,  at  the  havoc 
wrought   liv    heated   j)assions. 

Demoniac  laughter  broke  out  when  Taillefer.  catching  the 
smothered  murmurs  of  his  gnu^sts.  tried  lo  greet  them  with 
a  grin.  His  darkly  Hushed,  perspiring  countenance  loomed 
upon  this  paiulenionium,  like  the  image  of  a  crime  that 
knows  no  renKU'se  (see  L'Aitbcnjc  rou(/i').  Tlu>  picture  was 
complete.     A  picture  of  a  foul  life  in  the  midst  of  luxury. 
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a  hidooiis  niixUin'  of  the  pomp  aud  ^(lualor  of  humanity; 
an  auaki'iiinir  aftiT  tlio  frenzy  of  Dchaucli  has  cTii^hcd  and 
P(HR'iw.l  all  the  fruits  of  lif«!  in  her  strong  hands,  till  notiiing 
hut  unsijihtly  refuse  is  left  to  her.  and  lies  in  which  she  he- 
lieves  no  longer.  You  might  have  thought  of  Death  gloating 
over  a  family  stricken  with  the  ])lague. 

The  sweet  seents  and  dazzling  lights,  the  mirth  and  the 
oxcitement  were  all  no  more;  disgust  with  its  niiuseoiis  sensa- 
tions and  searching  philosophy  was  there  instead.  The  sun 
shone  in  like  truth,  the  pure  outer  air  was  like  virtue;  in 
contrast  with  tlio  heated  atmosphere,  heavy  with  the  fumetJ 
of  the  previous  night  of  revelry. 

Accustomed  as  they  were  to  their  life,  many  of  the  girls 
thought  of  other  days  and  other  wakings;  pure  and  innocent 
days  when  they  looked  out  and  saw  the  roses  and  honey- 
suckle about  the  casement,  and  the  fresh  countryside  without 
enraptured  by  the  glad  music  of  the  skylark;  while  earth 
lay  in  mists,  lighted  by  the  dawn,  and  in  all  the  glittering 
radiance  of  dew.  Others  inuigined  the  family  breakfast,  the 
father  and  children  round  the  table,  tlu^  innocent  laughter, 
the  unspeakable  charm  that  pervaded  it  all,  the  simple  hearts 
and  their  meal  as  simple. 

An  artist  nniseil  upon  his  quiet  studio,  on  his  statue  in  its 
severe  beauty,  and  the  graceful  model  who  was  waiting  for 
him.  A  young  man  recollected  a  lawsuit  on  which  the 
fortunes  of  a  family  luuiir.  and  an  important  transaction  that 
needed  his  presence.  The  scholar  regretted  his  study  and 
that  noble  work  that  called  for  him.  Nearly  everybody  was 
sorry  for  himself,  fimile  appeared  just  then  as  smiling, 
blooming,  and  fresh  as  the  smartest  assistant  in  a  fashionable 
shop. 

"You  are  all  as  ugly  as  hailifTs  You  won't  be  ht  for  any- 
thing to-day.  so  this  day  is  lost,  and  I  vote  for  bnakfast." 

At  this  Tai liefer  went  out  tn  is'wv  some  orders.  The  wo- 
meti  went  languidly  up  1o  the  iiiirmrs  \n  -ct  their  toilettes  in 
order.  Kach  one  shook  herself.  The  wilder  sort  lectured 
the  steadier  ones.     The  courtesans  made  fun  of  those  who 
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Idokctl  uiiaMi'  ti>  cdiit  liiiic  the  iKii^tcrniis  fcstivitv;  but  thoso 
\Min  forms  nvivrd  nil  al  uiicc,  sIikkI  in  j.'r(iii[i>.  ainl  talked 
and  smiled.  Some  servants  (jiiiekly  and  adroitly  set  the 
furnitiiiv  and  everything  el>e  in  its  place,  and  a  inaanificent 
break fa-l   was  uot  ready. 

The  ,i:iie.-is  liurried  into  the  dininj^-room.  K-vervthin<> 
thei-e  lidTe  indelihle  marks  of  yesterdav's  e.xcess,  it  is  tnip, 
hut  there  were  at  any  rate  some  iraees  of  ordinary,  rational 
e.\i>len<'e,  .-iicli  traces  as  may  he  foiind  in  a  sick  man's  dvin<j 
strii<:^dcs.  And  so  the  revelry  was  laid  away  and  huried,  like 
carnival  of  a  Shrove  Tuesday,  hy  ma.-ks  wearied  nut  with 
dancing,  drunk  with  driud-cenness.  and  quite  ready  to  he  per- 
suaded of  the  plea.-ures  of  lassitude,  lest  they  should  be 
forced  to  admit  their  own  I'xhaiistion. 

As  soon  as  the.<e  hold  spirits  surrounded  tho  capitalist's 
l)roakfast-tahle.  Cardot  appeared.  He  had  left  the  rest  to 
make  a  ni^ht  of  it  after  the  dinner,  and  fim'shed  the  evenin;,' 
after  his  own  fashion  in  the  retirement  of  domestic  life. 
Just  now  a  sweet  smile  wandered  over  his  features.  Jfe 
seemed  to  have  a  presentiment  that  there  would  he  some  in- 
licritance  to  sample  and  divide,  involviiiL''  inventories  and  cn- 
p-ossin^i::  an  inlieritance  rich  in  fees  and  deeds  to  draw  up, 
and  someihinir  as  juicy  as  the  tremhliiii:  fillet  of  beef  in  wi  ich 
their  host  had  just  plunu'ed  his  knife. 

"(»h,  ho!  we  ar(«  to  have  breakfast  in  tho  presence  t><  a 
notary."  cried  C'ursy. 

"You  have  come  here  just  at  the  ri<rht  time,"  said  the 
banker,  indicating  the  l)rcakfast  ;  "you  can  jot  down  the 
nuniliers,  and  initial  ofT  all  the  dishes." 

"There  is  no  will  to  make  here,  but  contracts  of  marringo 
tht>re  may  he.  perhaps."  said  the  scholar,  who  had  made  a 
satisfactory  arrangement  for  the  first  time  in  twelve 
months. 

"Oh !     Oh !" 

"Ah :     Ah !" 

"One  moment,"  cri(>d  Oardot.  fairly  deafened  bv  a  choms 
of   wretched   jokes.     "I    came   here   on   serious   business.     I 
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am  lirinj:inrr  si\  niilliini-  fur  i'IH'  "f  vmi,"  (Dcinl  siU'iici*.) 
•'M(iii>ifiir."  Ill'  went  on,  turiiiiiir  l'>  li'a]ili:irl,  who  jit  tii»' 
inotnciit  was  uiu  rrciiiniiidiHly  wiping'  h\<  i'\r<  on  a  loriitT  of 
tlic  talili'-rii'.fikiii,  '•\va>  not  your  luotlicr  a  MIK'.  O'l-'laliarly  ?" 

"■^■(■s."  saiil  Raiiliacl  iiicchanii-ally  ciioiii,^!! ;  "Harljani 
Marie." 

"Have  you  mum- (crtiflcatc  of  liirili  alimit  yiui,"  ( 'ardot  went 
(ui.  "and  Mine,  de  \'alentin".-i  as  wi'!!!'"' 
I      "I  lu'lieve  so." 

"Verv  well  tlien,  niousieiir:  you  an'  the  sole  lieir  of  ^lajor 
()"Flaliarty,  who  died  in  Autrust  ISv'S  at  Calcutta." 

"An  incah'uttahlc  fortune."  said  the  critie. 

"The  Major  havinir  liiM|Ueatiii'd  m  \rral  amounts  to  ]iiiMio 
in.stitutions  in  his  will,  tin,'  Freneii  (iuvcrnmiiit  sent  in  a 
claim  for  the  remainder  to  the  Ka^t  India  Cninpany,"  the 
notan'  continued.  "The  e.-tate  is  clear  and  ready  In  he 
transferred  at  this  moment.  I  have  hem  lookini:  in  vain  for 
the  heirs  and  assiirns  of  Mile.  Bariiara  Marie  ()"Fhdiarly  fur 
a  fortnijzht  past,  when  yesterday  at  tlinner " 

Ju.st  then  Haphael  suddeidy  staj:irered  to  his  fei-t  ;  he  looked 
like  a  man  who  has  just  I'eceived  a  Mow.  Acelanuition  took 
the  form  of  silence,  for  stilled  envy  had  hccn  the  fir-t  fcejinu'' 
in  every  hreast.  and  all  eye-  dexdured  him  like  tlames.  Then 
a  murmur  rose,  and  ^^nnv  like  the  voice  of  a  discontented 
audience,  or  the  first  mutterinus  of  a  riot,  as  everyhndy  made 
some  comment  on  this  news  of  great  wealth  hrouL'ht  hy  the 
rotary. 

This  ahnipt  suh.sor^-ience  of  fate  l)rouirht  Raphael 
thoroufrhly  to  his  senses.  Ho  immediately  spread  o>it  the 
table-napkin  with  which  ho  had  lately  taken  the  mea-ure  of 
the  piece  of  shagreen.  He  heedeil  nothing  as  he  laiil  the 
talisman  upon  it,  an<l  shuddered  involuntarily  at  the  sight  of 
a  slight  difTerence  hctwcrii  the  prc-ent  size  of  the  skin  wnd 
the  outline  traced  upon  the  linen. 

"AVhy,  what  is  the  matter  with  him'r'"  Tailiefer  cried. 
"Ho  comes  hy  his  fortune  very  cheaply." 

"^ouiicn^-lf  Chdtillou.'"  said  Bi.\.iou  to  fiinile.  '"The  joy 
will  kill  him." 
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A  phastly  wlijtc  hue  ovcrsprciul  cvcrv  line  of  tlu'  wan 
ffiitiircs  of  ihc  licir-iit-law.  Ilis  fa-e  was  drawn.  rv.Tv  out- 
line jrn-w  ha^'Kiinl:  ih.'  hollous  in  liis  livid  count. ■lumcv  jrr.'W 
(lcf|».r.  and  his  i^ycs  wimv  li\cd  and  sla^in.^  11,.  was  fann^' 
Death. 

The  opulent  hanker,  surrounded  hy  fjided  women,  and 
fa.rs  with  satiety  written  (.n  tiiem.  tlie  enjoyment  that  had 
reached  the  pitch  (d'  airony,  was  a  livinj,'  illustration  of  jiis 
own  life. 

l^aphael  looked  thriee  at  the  talisman,  which  lav  passively 
within  the  merciless  outlines  on  the  tahle-napkin" ;  he  tried 
not  to  h.  lieve  it.  hut  his  incn.lulity  vanished  utterlv  hefore 
the  ii^dit  of  an  inner  presi-ntiment.  The  whole  world  was 
his;  he  could  have  all  thin-s.  1  ut  the  will  to  posses.s  them 
was  utterly  e.xtinct.  Like  a  traveler  in  the  midst  of  the 
desert,  with  i)nt  a  little  water  left  to  (piench  hi.s  thirst,  ho 
must  measure  his  life  hy  the  drau<:hts  he  took  of  it.  He  saw 
what  every  desire  of  his  mu.st  eost  him  in  th(>  davs  of  his 
life.  lie  helieved  in  the  powers  of  the  Miv/w'  Skin  at 
last;  he  listened  to  every  hreath  he  drew;  he  felt  ill  already; 
he  asked  himself: 

"Am  T  not  consumptive?  Did  not  mv  mother  die  of  a 
luntT  complaint  ?"' 

"Aha.  Haphaei:  what  fun  you  will  have!  What  will  you 
jrive  me?"*  asked  A(|uilina. 

"Here's  to  tlie  .K'ath  of  his  uncle.  Major  O'Flaharty! 
There  is  a  man  for  y.ui." 

"He  will  l)e  a  peer  of  France." 

"I'ooh!  what  is  a  peer  of  France  since  Julv?"  said  the 
amateur  critic. 

^'Are  you  poin^  to  take  a  ho.\  at  the  Bonffons?" 

^•You  arc  froinp  to  treat  us  all.  T  hope?"  put  in  Rixiou. 

"A  man  of  his  sort  will  he  sure  to  do  thin<rs  in  stvle,"  said 
fimile. 

The  hurrah  set  up  hy  the  jovial  assemhly  rani^  in  Valentin's 
cars,  hut  he  could  not  urasp  the  sense  of  a  sin^r],.  word. 
Va.true  thoughts  cnwsed  him  of  the  Breton  peasants  life  of 
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mechaniral  lalior.  without  a  wisli  of  any  kiml :  ho  pioturod 
liirii  hnrdriu'd  witli  a  fatnily.  tilling,'  tin'  soil,  living,'  on  huck- 
wlirat  meal.  drinkiiiLr  ciiicr  out  of  a  pitcher,  hdicvinij  in  the 
\'iruM!i  ami  tlio  Kin_'.  takiii;:  the  sacranictit  at  Kastcr,  danc- 
ing'- of  a  Sunday  on  thi'  ^rwu  sward,  an<l  und(r>taiidin>r  nc\tT 
a  word  of  the  rector's  sermon.  'I'he  actual  scene  that  hiy 
hefore  liirn.  the  jrihlcd  furniture,  the  courtesans,  the  feast 
itself,  and  tlie  surrounding'  splendors,  set'ined  to  catcli  him  by 
the  throat,  and  made  liim  couirli. 

"Do  you  wish  for  some  aspara^'us  ?"  ilie  lianker  cried. 

"/  wish  for  uuthinij!"  thun(hre(l   Raphael. 

"Bravo!"  Taillefcr  exclaimed;  "you  understand  vour  ])osi- 
tion  ;  a  fortune  confers  the  privile^a'  of  l)ein>:  imp<^rtiiient. 
You  are  one  of  us.  (lentlemen.  let  us  drink  to  the  miirhl  of 
gold  !  M.  Valentin  Iiero,  six  times  a  milli(uiaire,  has  heeonie 
a  power,  lie  is  a  king,  like  all  the  rich  :  everything  is  at  his 
disposal,  everything  lies  under  his  feet.  From  this  time  forth 
the  a.xiom  that  'all  Frenchmen  are  alike  in  the  eyes  of  the 
law,'  is  for  him  a  fib  at  the  head  of  the  Constitutional 
Charter.  He  is  not  going  to  obey  the  law — the  law  is  goim,' 
to  obey  him.  There  are  neither  scaffolds  nor  executioners 
for  millionaires." 

"Yes,  there  are,"  said  Raphael;  "they  are  their  own  ex- 
ecutioners." 

"Here  is  another  victim  of  prejudices !"  cried  the  banker. 

"Let  us  drink  I"  Raphael  .said,  putting  the  talisman  into  his 
pocket. 

"What  are  you  doing?''  said  fimile,  checking  hl^  movement. 
"Gentlemen,"  he  added,  addressing  the  company,  who  were 
rather  taken  ai)ack  by  Raphael's  behavior,  "yon  must  know 
that  our  frieiid  Valentin  here — what  am  1  saying? — I  mean 
my  Lord  Manpiis  de  Valentin — is  in  the  possession  of  a  secret 
for  obtaining  wealth.  His  \^-ishes  are  fulfilled  as  .soon  as  he 
knows  them.  lie  will  make  us  all  rich  together,  or  he  is  a 
flunkey,  and  devoid  of  all  decent  feeling." 

"Oh,  Raphael  dear,  \  shoulil  like  a  set  of  pearl  orna- 
ments !"  Euphrasia  exclaimed. 
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"Ff  he  liiis  ;iny  LTMtitudr  iii  liini.  lie  will  uivc  me  a  couple 

of  <ari-i;l-r-   wilh    r,i~l    -ttpprr^,"  -:iiil   .\i|llilill;l. 
"Wi-li   f.ic  .1  liiiiidrcd  llKHisaiiil  a  vciir  for  iiie  I" 
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V 


"S«ihI  .111  ;i|ii,|i|cw  to  tiiy  iiiu-lc.  til.'  old  <tirk!" 

"'I'cii  thoii-.iiid  ,1  y.-;ir  111  the  funds,  and  I'll  crv  <|iiits  with 

vfni.  Ka|pliai!  I" 

•■ii.<'ds  of  H-ifi  and  no  iiii>tal:c."  was  the  notary's  rora- 
Micnt. 

"![.•  <aiLdit.  at  Ira>t.  to  rid  nio  of  the  ^r,,ut  !" 

"Lowe     the  fund-:!"  shouted  tlif  hankiT. 

Tlicsr  j.lira-..s  II. 'w  ahoui  lik.^  tli..  !a>i  .lisdiarirc  of  rookots 
^*  ""'  '''I'l  "I"  :i  display  of  firvuorks;  and  vv.t.'  uttcml,  per- 
liaps,  tnor.'  in  cat-n.-.t  tlian  in  jest. 

'•My  -ood  fri.'n.l."  r;niil.'  ^aid  so|..ninly.  "I  <liall  hv  .piito 
satisli,.,!  with  an  in.orac  of  tw..  hun.livd  thousand  livrcs. 
I'icas.'  t.)  »■{   ahout   it  at   onco." 

"Do  you  n..t  know  the  cost,  finiilc:-"  askcl  I?a|)hac|. 

"A  nice  cxcus.'!"  tho  poet  cried  :  "(,u.i:lit  we  not  to  sacrif 
ourselv.'-.   f.ir  .)ur  frieii.K !-"" 

'•I  have  alriH.^t  a  mind  to  wi<h  that  you  all  were  doad." 
Val.ntin  nia.].'  an-wer.  with  a  dark.  inM-rutahle  look  at  h'i.s 
hoon  companions. 

^^  ''Dyin-:  p'"pl.'  aiv  friLdii fully  cruel."  sai.]  ftmile.  laujrhing. 
"You  arc  rich  now."  lie  went  on  irravcly;  "vcrv  well.l  will 
'/ivi'  you  two  months  at  mo-t  h.d'ore  you  irrow  "vildv  selfish. 
You  arc  s.,  .lcn>c  already  that  ymi  cannot  un.lerstanil  a  joke. 
You  have  only  to  j:o  a  little  further  to  helicvc  in  vour  Maffic 
Skin." 

Raphael  kept  silent.  f.'arin<r  the  hantiT  of  the  rnmpany; 
iHit  h.'  -Irank  inim..(l.'rately.  trying'  to  drown  in  into.xication 
the  recolloctiun  of  his  fatal  power. 
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in 
Till-:  A(;oN'Y 

In  tho  oarly  days  .if  hccciiihtr  an  old  man  of  Fomo  PPVoTity 
ytiirs  of  a<ri'  |.iir-iii'ii  his  way  almi;,'  i!i.'  Hue  d,.  Varciiii<', 
ill  spite  of  the  falliii;:  rain.  \\,  prcrcil  up  at  t!ic  door  of 
f'acli  hnu>i\  trying'  to  (li>cov.'r  the  address  of  the  Maniuis 
liaphael  de  Valentin,  in  a  simple,  ehildlike  fa«liion.  an<l  with 
the  alistraete<i  look  peculiar  to  pliilo-ophers.  Ilis  f.ice 
plainly  showed  traces  of  a  >tru^'L'le  heiuecii  a  heavy  mortifica- 
tion and  an  authoritative  nature;  his  Iohk.  trr;,v  hair  liunj,' 
in  disorder  ahout  a  face  like  a  piece  of  parciiment  -hrixeiin;,' 
in  the  fire.  If  a  painter  had  come  upon  this  curious  charac- 
tor.  he  would,  no  douht,  have  transferred  him  to  hi-  -ki'tch- 
book  on  his  return,  a  thin,  hony  fjirure.  clad  in  hiack.  an<!  have 
inscrilu'd  beneath  it:  "Classical  poet  in  search  of  a  rhvme." 
When  he  had  identifieij  the  number  that  had  been  i^ivcn  to 
him.  this  reincarnation  of  Rollin  knocked  meekly  at  the  door 
of  a  ijplendi<l  mansion. 

"Is  Afonsieur  Raphael  in?"'  the  worthy  man  inipiired  of 
the  Swiss  in   livery. 

"My  Lord  the  Marquis  sees  nobodv."  <:\\,\  the  servant, 
swallowin;:  a  hii-rc  morsel  that  he  had  just  dipjied  in  a  lar<.'e 
bowl  of  c'ofTeo. 

"There  is  hi.s  rarria<,'e."  said  the  elderlv  straniror.  pointing' 
to  a  fine  wpiipafro  that  stood  under  the  wooden  canojty  tha't 
sholtered  tlio  stcj)s  before  the  hons(>,  in  place  of  a  striried 
linen  awninj:.      "He  is  ^'ointr  out :  I  will  wait  for  him." 

"Th<'n  you  mipht  wait  Iktc  till  to-morrow  morn J ml',  old 
boy."  .said  the  Swiss.  "A  earrinL'c  i~  always  waitinu'  fop  mon- 
sieur. Plea.se  to  1:0  away.  If  I  were  to  let  anv  strauL'er 
come  into  tlie  house  witliout  orders,  I  should  lose  an  inc(Jirie 
of  six  Imndred  francs." 

A  tall  old  man.  in  a  costume  not  unlike  that  of  a 
subordinate  in  the  Civil  Service,  came  out  of  the  vestibule  and 
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hurrir'd  pnrt  (if  tin-  uny  ilnun  t':,r  ^u■]^-.  uliilr  !„'  iii.i'! 


Iil.l<!i'    ;l 


Hur\ry  of  th,.  a-tuiii-lud  rldcrh  .if.j.li,  miiI  fur  inltiii~..,!(.ii 

"Wliiit  is  nil. IV,  linv  i.s  M.  Joiuilliiiii."  thr  S\m~-  ivfn.irki'il ; 
"sfunk  to  liiiii." 

l-'clldu-fcrliii^'  of  M>ini'  kiln!,  or  din  -ilv.  hroii^'lit  liic  t'n 
old  rix'i)  lo;.'((liiT  ill  ii  (.iitnil  <p,M.'  m  th..  -r-at  .iiirancc- 
foiirt.  A  f<'\v  Madis  of  ^rn^-  ucf  irn.uin^'  m  ih,.  (  n'\i.,s  of 
till'  pavciiirnt  ;  a  tcrrihlf  silni,..  ni-iir,!  iri  that  i.'n'at  lioiisc. 
Tlu'siplit  of  .FniiatlianV  face  «ou!.|  iia\i'  riiailc  \(iu  loii;:  lo  un- 
derstand the  Miyst.n  that  hroodrd  omt  it.  and  that  was  an- 
nounml  by  tht- sriiali.st  trillcs  al.uin  tii..  rurlaii.holy  phic. 

When  Ifapliaci  iiilicritt'd  his  nn.  ,,  s  va-1  t'stalc  l;i>  first 
care  haiM.ccn  to  s(rk  out  tlif  <.1.1  aiui  (I.\..i.mI  siTvitor  of 
whose  hfr.ction  he  kiirvv  that  \u^  \\a-  -  urc.  .l-.iuithaii  had 
wept  tears  of  joy  at  the  .-i,i:iit  of  his  y.uuL^  Mia>i.T.  of  whom 
he  thou^dit  he  had  taken  a  final  farewell  ;  and  wh.'n  the  niar- 
f|uis  exalted  him  to  the  Iiij,'ii  ollice  of  st.'u.ird.  liis  hapj.iness 
rould  not  he  surpassed.  So  old  J..nalluin  h.caiue  an  in- 
termediary power  hetween  l{a[iliael  and  the  uorld  at  larire. 
He  was  the  ahsoiute  disjioser  (d'  his  nia^t.  r"s  fortune,  the  hlind 
instrument  of  an  unknown  will,  and  a  .-ixth  s.  hm',  as  it  were, 
by  whieh  the  emotions  of  life  wiTe  communicated  to 
Raphael. 

"1  should  like  to  sp.ak  uith  M.  Raphael,  sir."  said  the 
elderly  jxTson  lo  Jonathan,  u-  he  elimhod  up  the  step.s  somo 
way.  into  a  shelter  from  the  rain. 

"To  .speak  with  my  Lord  the  Manpiis?"  the  stewanl  cried. 
"He  .scarcely  speaks  even  to  me,  his  foster-father!" 

"Hut  I  am  likewise  Ins  foster-father,"  .said  the  old  man. 
"If  your  wife  was  his  foster-mother.  1  fed  him  myself  with 
the  milk  of  the  Muses.  He  is  my  nursling',  my  einid,  rams 
nliimniis!  I  formed  his  mind,  cultivated  his  understandin^^ 
developed  his  p'nius.  and.  I  venture  to  say  it.  to  mv  own 
honor  and  ^dory.  Is  he  not  one  oi  the  mo^t  remarkahle 
men  of  our  e[Knh  ?  He  was  one  of  my  pupils  in  two  lower 
forms,  and  in  rhetoric.      I  am  his  professor." 

"Ah,  sir,  thou  you  are  AI.  I'orricjuet?" 
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"P'xiirtly.  sir.  but " 

"Hush!  Imsli '■'  .I(iri:illi;in  rallcil  to  two  iiiHl.'rlinL"<. 
wh()^<«■  voicts  hri'kc  tlic  iii'Miii-iic  silfiirc  thai  -linmiltil  tin- 
luniso. 

"lint  i-  the  Man|ui-.  ill.  sirr"  the  prnfcs^or  (•intiiiufii. 

"My  <l<ar  .-ir."  .Idiiatliaii  niilicil.  "Ilfavcn  only  kiimv^  what 
is  the  iiialtiT  wilh  my  iiia-t<r.  Vmi  >.ri'.  iIkh'  .■■n-  iml  u 
couple  of  lioii«e<  like  our-;  anywhere  in  Paris.  l)o  \.iu  "inder- 
Ptuiid  ?  Not  two  iiniises.  lailh.  that  tlarr  are  not  Mv  Lord 
the  Manpii-  had  this  hotel  inireliased  for  hnn  ;  it  forrnt'rly 
helon;red  to  a  (hike  and  u  peer  <d'  l"ranee;  then  h.'  .-pent  thre<' 
hundred  tiionsand  francs  over  fiirni>hinj:  it.  That's  a  j^ood 
deal,  you  know,  three  hundred  thousand  fram-I  Uut  .'verv 
room  in  the  house  is  a  perfect  wonder.  Miood,"  said  I  to 
itiyseif  when  I  saw  tiiis  nia|:nitieenre ;  'it  is  just  like  it  used  to 
bo  in  the  time  of  my  lord,  hi-  late  ^'randt'ather :  and  the 
youn^'  nian|iiis  is  ^'oiii;,'  to  entertain  all  I'aris  ami  the  Court  !' 
Nothing'  of  tiu;  kiml !  My  lord  refused  to  see  any  one  what- 
ever. 'Tis  a  funnv  life  that  he  loads,  M.  l'orrii|uet,  you  un- 
derstand. An  i>i(i>niiliable  life.  He  ri-es  eV'  ry  dav  at  the 
Pamo  time.  I  am  the  only  person,  you  see.  that  may  enter 
his  room.  I  ojien  the  shutters  at  seven  o'clock,  summer 
or  winter.  It  is  all  arran;,'fd  very  oddly.  .As  1  come  in  I 
say  to  him : 

"  'Yon  must  jxet  up  and  dress,  my  Lord  Manpiis.' 

"Then  he  rises  and  dr.sses  himself.  1  have  to  j.Mve  him 
his  dressin{r-;.'own.  and  it  is  always  after  the  same  pattern, 
and  of  the  same  material.  I  am  ohli^'ed  to  replace  it  when  it 
can  bo  used  no  longiT.  simj)ly  to  .save  liim  the  trouhle  of  ask- 
ing for  a  new  one.  A  (pieer  fancy  I  As  a  matter  of  fact,  ho 
has  a  thousand  francs  to  spend  every  day.  and  he  does  as  he 
pleases,  the  dear  cliild.  .\nd  besides.  I  am  so  foml  of  him 
that  if  he  irave  me  a  bo.\  un  tliu  ear  on  one  side.  I  should  hold 
out  the  other  to  liim  !  The  most  dilTieuIt  thiULTs  hp  will  tell 
mo  to  do,  and  yet  I  do  them,  you  know!  He  jrivis  ni'  such 
a  lot  of  trifles  to  attend  to.  tliat  I  am  well  set  to  woik!  He 
reads  the  newspapers,  doesn't  liei'  Well,  my  instniction>  are 
12 
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to  put  thon)  ahvnys  .„  th.  .arn-  j.I.kv.  on  tho  samo  table  T 
always  ;:,..,  ,1,,.  .„n.  h..,n-  an.)  shav.  hi,„  ..n-solf ;  an.l  don't 
J  tn.n.l.l,..  llH.  ,.„„k  wnnl,)  furfoit  the  annuity  of  a  tl,o„- 
sam  ,. roups  ilun  I-  is  ,o  .-on,..  ,„,o  nffr  mv  lonPs  .l.ath  ,f 
;m.akta>t  .s  T>ot  serv...!  n,n„nii,al,h;  .,  ,.,„  oV.lo.k  nre.isdv 
!><■  Mu.nns  an.  .Irawn  nj,  for  ih.  uhol.  voar  ro.u.i.  l.v  aftor 
;^nv       )IyLonl,lH.Mannu>lK.s„o,athH,,,ouishfoP  ; 

h^js  strawl.jTHs  ul,.„,.v,.p  ,i,.,,..  an.  anv.  an.!  h.  has  .iu.oarli- 
ost  n,a.-k-m.l  ,0  h.  uHi  ,n  Pans.  Th..  pro.rannn..  is  printed 
0 vory  n,orn,n,^      h'o  knows  h>s  dinner  hv  rote.      In  the  next 

p.|.    he   dres.es    hMn..,f   at    the    .a„u/hour.,n    the   s:;: 
clothes    the  same  l.nen,  that  I  always  put  on  the  same  ehair 

you  understand  y  Ih.ve  to  .ee  that  lie  alwavs  has  the  s  u  mi 
cloth:  and  ,t  ,t  should  happen  that  his  c-oa't  .-an.e  to  ^  ief 
(a  mere  supposition),  I  should  have  to  replace  it  hv  another 
without  s.y,n,:r  a  word  about  it  to  hitu.  If  u  is  tin'e,  i  .o  in 
and  say  to  my  master:  ^ 

"  *^  ou  on.irht  to  ^--o  out,  sir.' 

'•He  says  Yes.  or  Xo.     ]f  he  ha.,  a  notion  that  be  will  go 
out.  he  doe.^nt   wa.t    for  his  hor.s.. :  ihev  are  alwavs  readv 
harr,esse<l:   the  eoaelunan  .tops  there  inro,>nliaU,.\l^t 
hand.  ,ust  as  you  see  him  out  there.      In  the  evenin.      ft  r 
dmner    nn-  n>a>ter  ..oes  one  dav  to  the  Opera,  the  oTher  to 
it  /''^'Tr-"';-    "■''■•'■'"    v.'t  .irone  to  the   Italiens.  thou.d, 
for  I  eould  n..t  fin.l  a  ho.x  for  hin.  until  veste-dav      Then  he 
oomesinat   eleven  <M.|oekpreei,seiy,  to  .o  to  i,;.d.       Vt   ,     . 
tun,  .n  th,.  day  wh..n  lu-  has  ne.thini:  to  do.  1„.  readsll,   is 
always  readin.tr.  you  .see-it  is  a  notion  he  has.     Mv  i„.tn,e- 
tions  are  to  read  the  JonnuU  ,lr  la  IMrairi.  before  he  "ee« 
It.  and  to  buv  new  books.  ,so  that  he  finds  them  on  his  ,.hi,„- 
nev-p,eee  on   lb.,  verv  dav  that   tbev  are  published       I   h,ve 
orders  to  ;ro  into  his  room  every  hour  or  so.  to  look  aft.-r  'the 
ftre  ,y.l  everv.hin.  el....  and  to  .<ee  that  he  wants  nothin.^ 
He  .ave  me  a  little  book.  sir.  to  learn  off  hv  heart,  with  all  m^ 
dunes   wr.tt.n    ,„it-a    regular  eateeb.sm !     In   summ';  I 
Jiav..    o  keep  a  .-ool  and  ov,.,,  ten.perature  with  blo..ks  of  ire 
and  at  all  .seasons  to  put  fr.'sh  flowers  all  about.      Ifo  is  rich! 
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He  has  a  thoiisan-l  fraiics  to  >[i,ri(l  cvorv  day;  lio  ran  indul^'o 
his  fancies!  And  lir  h,idii"t  cvin  ni-cfssariis  for  ,-n  loii;:, 
poor  child  I  [fc  ddi-.-ri'i  .imioy  anyhndy;  lie  is  as  ^niod  as 
gold;  he  never  opens  his  ni(.ut!i,  for  instiince;  the  house  and 
garden  are  ahsohiti'ly  silent.  In  -hori.  my  master  has  not  a 
single  wish  left;  everythiuL'  loni.  <  in  tJK'  luinklint:  nf  an  eye. 
if  he  raises  his  hand,  and  iii.^hiiilcr.  (,)iiit(>  rii,dit.  too.  If 
servants  are  not  lo(.I<ed  after,  evefytliinir  falls  into  confusion. 
You  would  never  helieve  the  lennrtli^  li,.  ko,s  al.out  things. 
His  rooms  are  all — what  do  you  call  it  y — ..p — ,.[. — ,„  snllc. 
Very  well;  just  suppose,  now.  that  he  opens  his  room  door  or 
the  door  of  his  study  ;  presto  !  all  the  other  doors  flv  open  of 
themselves  hy  a  patent  contrivaiire;  and  then  he  can  go  from 
one  end  of  the  house  to  the  other  and  not  Jind  a  >ini:le  door 
shut;  which  is  all  very  nice  and  pleasant  and  convenient  for 
us  great  folk  I  Rut.  on  my  word,  it  co-t  us  a  lot  of  money! 
And.  after  all,  ;M.  l'orri(|uet.  he  said  to  me  at  last : 

"'Jonathan,  you  will  look  after  ine  as  if  1  were  a  hahy  in 
long  clothes.'  Yes,  sir.  'long  clotho  !'  those  were  his  very 
words.  "You  will  think  of  all  niy  re(piirements  for  me.'  I 
am  the  ni.i.-ter,  so  to  speak,  and  he  is  the  servant,  von  un- 
derstand? The  reason  of  it?  Ah,  my  word,  that  is  just 
what  nobody  on  earth  knows  hut  he  himself  and  (iod 
Almighty.     It  is  (piite  iitroiiciliahlc!" 

"He  is  writing  a  poem  !"  exclaimed  the  old  ])rof(>ssor. 
"You  think  he  is  writing  a  y)oem.  sir?  It's  a  very  absorb- 
ing affair,  then!  But,  you  know.  1  don't  think  he  is.  He 
often  tells  me  that  he  wants  to  live  like  a  rrrf/rdi/lon  :  he 
wants  to  vertjplatc.  Only  yisterday  he  was  looking  at  a  tulip 
while  he  was  dressing,  and  he  said  to  me: 

"'There  is  my  own  life — I  am  vcrfirhtlimi.  mv  poor 
Jonathan.'  Now.  some  of  them  insist  that  that  is  mono- 
mania.     It  is  iucnnciUnlih'!" 

"All  t'ds  makes  is  very  clear  to  me.  Jonathan."  th(>  pro- 
fessor an>.vered.  with  a  mairisterial  solemnitv  that  '/reatlv 
inifiresseij  the  old  -ervant.  "that  vour  ma-ti-r  i-  ab-orhed  in  a 
great  work.  He  is  deep  in  vast  meditations,  and  has  no  wish  to 
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be  (listrnotod  hv  the  petty  pHMicnipations  of  onlinarv  WU'. 
A  man  of  .L^cnius  forirets  evfrytliin^'  among  his  iiitclimual 

labors.     Ono  day  \hv  famous  Newton " 

"Xewton?-oh,  ah!  I  don't  know  the  nanu>,"  said 
Jonathan. 

"N'fwton.  a  proat  .tr.'omotririan."  Porri(|uot  went  on.  '-once 
sat  for  twenty-four  li.)„rs  Iranm-  his  oluow  on  the  table- 
when  he  emcr^red  inm:  his  ii,iisi,i-s.  he  was  a  .hiv  out  in  Iiis 
reckoning,  .lu.st  as  if  he  had  been  sieepinfr.  I  will  ^'o  to  gee 
him.  dear  lad  :  J  may  perhaps  be  of  some  use  to  him." 

"Not  for  a  m(.ment  l"  Jonathan  cried.  "Xot  tnoiitrh  vou 
were  Kin<r  of  France— I  mean  the  nal  old  one.  You  cimld 
not  <ro  in  unless  you  forced  th.-  doors  open  and  walked  over 
my  body.  Rut  I  will  go  and  tell  him  jou  are  here, 
M.  Porriquot,  and  I  will  put  it  to  him  like  this,  'Ought  he  to 
come  up?'  And  he  will  sav  Yes  or  Xo.  I  never  sav  'Do 
you  wish?'  or  'Will  you?'  or  'Do  vou  want?'  Those 'words 
are  scratched  out  of  the  dictionary,  fl,.  let  out  at  me  once 
with  a  'Do  you  want  to  kill  me?'  he  was  so  verv  angry." 

Jonathan  left  the  old  Mhoolmaster  in  the  vestibule,  sign- 
ing to  him  to  come  no  further,  and  soon  returned  with  a 
favorable  answer.  He  led  the  old  gentleman  throusrh  one 
magnificent  room  after  another,  where  everv  door  stood  open. 
At  last  I'orricpiet  beheld  his  i)upil  at  some  distance  seated  be- 
side the  fire. 

Raphael  was  reading  the  paper.  He  sat  in  an  armchair, 
wrapped  in  a  dressing-gou  11  uitli  some  large  j>attern  on  it.' 
The  intense  melancholy  that  preyed  upon  him  could  be  dis- 
cerned in  his  languid  [.osture  and  feeble  frame;  it  was  de- 
picted on  his  brow  and  white  face;  he  looked  like  some  plant 
bleached  by  darkness.  There  was  a  kind  of  eireminate  grace 
about  him:  the  fancies  peculiar  to  wealthy  invalids  weiv  also 
noticeable.  His  hands  were  .soft  and  whit<'.  like  a  pretty 
woman's;  he  wore  his  fair  hair,  now  grown  scanty,  curled 
about  his  temples  with  a  refiiicnii'iit  of  vanitv. 

The  Greek  cap  that  he  wore  was  pulled  to  one  side  hy  the 
weight  of  its  tassel;  too  heavy  for  the  light  material  of  which 
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it  was  rtiado.  ITc  luid  lot  the  paper-knifo  fall  at  iiis  foot,  a 
nialaohitc  blado  witli  gold  mount iiig.  wiiioh  ho  had  \isod  to 
cut  tlio  loavos  of  a  I)f)()k.  The  ainhor  niouthpiooo  of  a 
magnificent  Indian  hookah  lay  on  his  knoo:  th(>  onainolod 
coils  lay  like  a  sorpont  in  tho  niom,  l)at  ho  had  forgotton  to 
draw  out  its  frosh  j)orfunio.  And  yot  thoro  was  a  coniploto 
contradiction  hotwoui  tho  gonoral  fooblonoss  of  his  young 
frame  and  tho  blue  I'yos,  whore  all  his  vitality  sooniod  to 
dwell;  an  extraordinary  intelligence  soomod  to  look  out  from 
Ihem  and  to  grasp  everything  at  once. 

That  expression  was  j)aiiifiil  to  see.  Some  would  have 
read  despair  in  it,  and  others  some  inner  conflict  terrible  as 
remorse.  It  was  tho  in^(■rutablo  glance  of  helplessness  that 
must  perforce  consign  its  desires  to  thf  depths  of  its  own 
heart ;  or  of  a  miser  enjoying  in  imagination  all  the  jiloasures 
that  his  money  could  procure  for  liiin.  while  iie  declines  to 
lessen  his  hoard;  the  look  of  a  boun<l  Promothous.  of  the 
fallen  Xapoloon  of  1815.  when  lie  'earned  at  tlio  l^Ivsoe  the 
strategical  blunder  that  his  enemies  had  madi .  and  ask<'d  for 
twenty-four  hours  of  command  in  v.iin;  or  rather  it  was  the 
same  look  that  Kaphao!  liad  turned  upon  tho  Seine,  or  up(m 
his  last  piece  of  gold  at  tlie  gaming-table  only  a  few  montjis 
ago. 

He  was  submitting  his  intelligence  and  his  will  to  the 
homely  common-sense  of  an  old  peasant  whom  fifty  years 
of  domestic  serviee  had  scarcely  civilized.  I  If  had  given  up 
all  the  rights  of  life  in  order  to  live:  he  had  despoiled  his 
soul  of  all  the  romance  that  lies  in  a  wish;  and  almost  re- 
joiced at  thus  becoming  a  sort  of  automaton.  The  better  to 
struggk'  with  the  cruel  power  that  lie  had  challongod,  he 
had  followed  Origon's  example,  and  had  maimed  and 
chastened  his  imagination. 

The  day  after  ho  had  seen  the  diminution  of  the  Magic 
Skin,  at  his  sudden  accession  of  wealth,  he  hajipoiu'd  to  be 
at  his  notary's  house.  \  well-known  physician  had  told  tlioni 
quite  seriously,  at  d(>s.sert,  how  a  Swiss  attacked  liy  consumi)- 
tion  had  cured  himself.     The  man  had  never  spoken  a  word 
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fi  r  ten  years,  nml  lia.l  compelled  liiin^'If  in  draw  si\  !)reaths 
only,  every  tiiiiiiite.  in  the  close  iitnio-pliere  of  a  eow-liou.-e, 
adlierini:  all  llie  time  to  a  reijimeii  of  exceed ini^lv  liijlii  diet. 
"I  will  i)e  like  that  man."'  tlioii!:hl  ifaphael  to  himself  .le 
wanted  life  at  any  price,  and  >o  he  led  the  life  of  a  inactiine 
in  the  iiiidst  (d'  all  the  luxury  around  him. 

The  old  profess*. r  confronted  this  youthful  corpse  and 
sjiuddered;  tiirre  seemed  something:-  unnatural  ahout  the 
inea;,n'e.  <'nl'eel)led  frame.  In  the  Manpiis,  with  his  eau'er 
eyes  an<l  careworn  forehead,  he  could  liardlv  reeotrnize  the 
fn>h-ch  eked  and  ro,-y  pupil  with  the  active  lind)s.  whom 
lie  rememhen'd.  If  the  worthy  classicist,  >a;,'(  critic,  and 
<:oneral  jireserver  of  the  traditions  of  correct  taste  had  read 
Byn.n,  he  would  have  thou,<,dit  that  he  had  come  on  a  .Man- 
fred when  he  looked  to  iind  ChiMe  Harold. 

"(lood  day,  pere  Porriipiet,"  said  K'aphad,  pressin.tj  the  old 
schoolma.-ier's  frozen  fin^'ers  in  hi.s  own  hot  damp  ones; 
"how  are  you?" 

"I  am  very  well,"  replied  the  other,  alarmed  by  the  touch 
of  tluit  feveri<!i  hand.     "J?ut  how  ai)out  vou  ?" 
"Oil,  I  am  hoping  to  keep  myself  in  health." 
"You  are  enLrapd  in  some  trreat  wfirk,  no  doubt?" 
"No."    Iiaphael    answered.        "E.riiji    i/Kimimmfinn.    pero 
Porri(]uet ;  I  have  contributed  an  important  pa<,'e  to  science, 
and    have   now   liidden    her   farewell    for   ever.        I    scarcely 
know  where  my  manuscript  is." 

"Tlic  style  is  no  doubt  correct?"  queried  the  schoolmaster. 
"Vou,  T  liopo,  would  never  have  adopted  the  barbarous 
lantruafre  of  tlie  new  sehr)ol,  which  fancies  it  has  worked 
such  wonders  by  discoverintr  T?onsard  !" 

"^fy  work  treats  of  ])hysio|orry  p^ipe  ami  simple." 
"Oh.  t:ien,  there  is  no  mori'  to  be  said."  the  schoolmaster 
answered.  "Orammar  must  yield  to  the  exiLreiicies  of  dis- 
covery. Xeverlheb's-.  youn<r  man.  a  lucid  and  harmonious 
style — the  diction  of  'Massillon.  ,4  M.  de  HufTirn,  of  tlio 
i^reat  l{.icine — a  classical  «tyle.  in  short,  c-m  never  spoil  nnv- 
tliing But,  my  friend,"  the  schoolmaster  interrupted 
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hiiii.-flf.   ''I   was    forai'ttiiitr   the   object   of   my   vi^it,   which 
coiiccni-  my  own  intcrot-;.'' 

Too  Into  Raphael  recalled  to  mind  the  vorhose  eloquence 
and  elofrnnt  eireumlocutions  whicii  in  a  loiiij  professorial 
career  had  <:rown  hahitua!  to  his  old  tutor,  and  almost  re- 
.L'rotted  that  he  had  admitted  him  :  hut  just  as  he  was  ahout  to 
wish  to  see  him  >afely  .mt-ide.  he  promptly  suppressed  his 
.-eeret  desire  with  a  stealthy  Ldanee  at  the  Ma«:ie  Skin. 
It  huiiL'  there  before  him,  fa-iciud  d^wii  upon  ~,n\\"  whit(> 
material,  surrounded  by  a  red  liii<.  accural,  ly  traec.l  about 
its  prophetic  outlines.  Since  that  fatal  carouse.  I^aphael 
had  stifled  eveiT  least  whim,  auJ  had  lived  .~o  as  not  to  cause 
the  slightest  movement  in  the  terrible  tali.smun.  The  Magic 
Skin  was  like  a  tiger  with  which  he  must  live  without 
exciting  its  ferocity.  lie  bore  patiently,  therefore,  with  tiie 
old  sehoolmasterV  prnlixitv. 

Porri<iuet  speni  an  hour  in  telling  hitn  about  the  persecu- 
tions directed  against  him  ever  since  the  Revolution  of  July, 
Theworthy  man,  having  a  liking  for  strong  governments,  had 
expressed  the  patriotic  wish  that  grocers  should  lie  left  to 
their  counters,  statesmen  to  the  management  of  jtublic 
business,  advocate?  to  the  I'alais  de  du-tice.  and  ])eers  of 
f>anco  to  till'  Luxembourg;  but  one  of  the  popularitv-seek- 
ing  ministers  of  the  Citizen  King  had  ousted  him  from  his 
chair,  on  an  accusation  of  C'arli.-m.  ami  the  old  man  now 
found  himself  without  [xMision  or  j)ost.  and  with  im  bn  ad 
to  eat.  As  he  played  the  part  of  guardian  angel  to  a  jtoor 
nephew,  for  whose  schooling  at  Saint  Sidpice  he  was  paying, 
he  came  less  on  his  own  account  than  for  his  adopted  cliihrJ 
sake,  to  entreat  his  former  pupil's  interest  with  the  new 
minister.  He  did  not  ask  to  l)e  reinstated,  but  only  f.,r  a 
position  at  the  head  of  some  provincial  school. 

Raphael  had  fallen  a  victim  to  uncon(|uerable  drowsiness 
by  the  time  that  the  worthy  man'.-  rnnnotonf>us  voice  ceased 
to  sound  in  his  ears.  Civility  had  com[)elled  him  !m  |(.>k 
at  the  pale  and  unmoving  eyes  of  the  deliberate  and  tedious 
old  narrator,  till  ln'  himself  had  rcacheij  stup,.f,i,.i,.)n, 
magnotizod  in  nn  inexplicable  ;•.■.■■•■:  \.-: 
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"Woll.  my  donr  pore  Porrifiiict,"  he  j^aid,  nnt  vorv  cortiiin 
what  the  (|ii(sii()ii  was  to  which  lie  was  replying',  "hut  I  can 
do  iiothiiij:  fur  you,  nothinfr  at  all.  /  wL^h  very  limrlily  iliat 
you  may  succeed " 

All  jit  once,  without  si'oiii<r  the  change  wroui,dit  on  the 
old  man's  sallow  and  wrinkled  hrow  by  these  conventional 
phrases,  full  of  indiH'erence  and  selfishness,  ]{aphael  spranj^ 
to  his  feet  like  a  startled  roebuck.  Tic  saw  a  thin  white  line 
between  the  black  piece  of  bide  and  the  red  tracinir  about 
it,  and  trave  a  cry  so  fearful  that  the  poor  j)rofessor  was 
frijxhiened  by  it. 

"Old  fool  I  Go!"  he  cried.  "Vou  will  be  appointed  as 
heiidmaster!  Couldn't  you  have  asked  me  for  an  annuity 
of  a  ihcMisand  crowns  rather  than  a  murderous  wish?  Your 
visit  would  have  cost  me  nothinj:.  'riiere  an'  a  hundred 
thousand  situations  to  be  had  in  France,  but  I  have  «)n]y 
one  life.  A  nuin's  life  is  worth  more  than  all  the  situations 
in  the  world. — Jonathan!" 

Jonathan  appeared. 

"This  is  your  doinp,  double-distilled  idiot!  What  made 
you  sui:<rest  that  I  should  see  M.  Porriciuct  i'"  and  he  pointed 
to  the  old  man,  who  was  petrified  with  fright.  "Did  I  put 
niy.self  in  your  hands  for  you  to  tear  me  in  pieces?  Vou 
have  just  shortened  my  life  by  ten  years!  Another  blunder 
of  this  kind,  and  you  will  lay  me  where  I  have  laid  my  father. 
Would  I  not  far  rather  have  possessed  the  beautiful  i-\i>dora? 
And  1  have  obliged  that  old  hulk  instead— that  rag  of 
humanity!  1  had  money  enough  for  him.  And,  moreover, 
if  all  the  Porritpiets  in  the  world  were  dying  of  hunger,  what 
is  that  to  me?" 

Kaphaers  face  was  white  with  anger:  a  slight  froth  marked 
his  trembling  lips;  there  was  a  savage  gleam  in  his  eyes. 
The  (wo  elders  shook  with  terror  in  his  presence  like  Wo 
children  at  the  sight  of  a  snake.  The  young  man  fell  back 
in  his  armchair,  a  kind  of  reaction  took  place  in  him,  the  tears 
flowed  fast  from  his  angry  eves. 

"Oh.  ?ny  life!"  he  cried,  "that  fair  life  of  mine.     Never 
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to  know  a  kindly  thought  again,  to  love  no  man':  nothing  is 
h'ft  to  nic.'"  *' 

He  turned  to  the  professor  and  went  on  in  a  genth^  voioo 

"The  harm  is  done,  my  old  friend.  Voiir  services  liave  heen 
well  repai(l;  and  my  misfortune  has  at  any  rate  contrihuted 
to  the  welfare  of  a  good  and  w.)rthv  man." 

His  tones  hetraye<l  so  much  feeling  tiiat  the  almost  unin- 
telligible words  drew  tears  from  the  two  old  men.  such  tears 
as  are  shed  over  some  pathetic  song  in  a  foreign  tongue. 
"He  is  e{)ileptic,"  muttered  I>orri(|Uet. 
"I  understand  your  kind  intentions,  mv  friend,"  Raphael 
answered  gently.  "Vou  would  make  excuse,-  for  me.  Ill- 
health  cannot  he  helped,  hut  ingratitude  is  a  grievous  fault. 
Leave  me  now,"  he  added.  "1"o-morrow  or  the  next  day.  or 
possibly  to-niglit,  you  will  receive  your  appointment ;' Re- 
sistance has  triumi)hed  over  Motion.'    Farewell." 

The  old  schoolmaster  went  away,  full  of  keen  apprehension 
as  to  Valentin's  sanity  A  thrill  of  horror  ran  through  him; 
there  had  heen  pomething  supernatural,  he  thought,  in  the 
scene  he  had  passed  through.  He  could  hardly  believe  his 
own  impressions,  and  questioned  them  like  one  awakened 
from  a  painful  dream. 

"Xow  attend  to  me.  .Tonatlian."  said  the  voung  nuin  to 
his  old  servant.  "Try  to  understand  the  charge  confided  to 
you." 

"Yes,  my  Lord  Marquis." 

"I  am  as  a  man  outlawed  from  humanity." 

"Yes,  my  Lord  ^Farquis." 

"All  the  pleasures  of  life  disport  themselves  round  my  bed 
of  death,  and  dance  about  me  like  fair  women:  but  if  I 
heckon  to  them,  T  must  die.  Death  always  coufronts  me. 
You  must  he  the  barrier  b(>tween  the  world  and  me." 

"Yes,  my  Lord  Marquis,"  said  the  old  servant,  wiping  the 
drops  of  perspiration  from  his  wrinkled  forehead.  "But  if 
you  don't  wish  to  see  pretty  women,  how  will  vou  manage  at 
th.-  Italiens  this  evening?  .An  Knglish  family  is  returning  to 
Juondon,  and  I  have  taken  their  box  for  the  rest  of  the  sea- 
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son,  iind  it  is  in  a  siilciidiil  position — superb;  in  I  ho  first 
row." 

KiifiliacI,  deep  in  his  own  ilocp  musings,  paid  no  attention 
to  him. 

I)()  you  >(■(>  that  splendid  (M|iiipa;:i',  a  hroupliam  painted  a 
dark  lirowu  color,  Init  with  the  arms  of  an  ancient  and  noi)le 
fainily  -hiniii','  from  the  panel-?  As  it  rolls  past,  all  the 
shop-<:irls  admire  it,  and  look  loniriiiirly  at  the  vellow  -at in 
lining',  the  ni,i:s  from  la  Savonnerie,  the  daintiness  and  fresh- 
ne^s  of  every  detail,  the  silken  cu>liions  and  ti^ditlv-fittiii^' 
jrlass  windows.  Two  liveried  footmen  are  mounted  Kchind 
this  aristoeratie  carria<:e;  and  wit  Inn,  a  head  lies  hack  amon<,' 
the  silken  cushions,  the  fev(  rish  face  and  hollow  eves  of 
Haphael,  melancholy  mid  sad.  Kmhlcm  of  the  doom  of 
wealth!  He  Hies  juros-  Paris  like  a  rocket,  and  reaches  the 
peristyle  of  the  Theatre  Favart.  The  pas<ers-hy  make  way 
for  hiin:  tln'  two  footmen  help  him  to  ali.Lrht.  an  envious 
crowd  lookini:  on  the  while. 

"What  has  that  fellow  done  to  ho  so  rich  r"  asks  a  poor  law- 
student,  who  cannot  listen  to  the  nia,irical  music  of  Ros.sini 
for  lack  of  a  five-frane  piero. 

Eaphael  walked  slowly  alon^  the  iranfrway:  ho  o.xpeoted  no 
enjoyment  from  tlu'se  pleasures  he  had  onoe  coveted  so 
ea,ii:crly.  In  the  interval  l-efore  the  second  act  of  Scininntn'ile 
he  walked  up  and  down  in  the  lohhy.  and  alon^  the  corridors, 
leavinj;  his  ho.\.  which  he  had  not  yet  entered,  to  look  after  it- 
self. The  in<ti!U't  of  property  was  dead  within  him  already. 
Like  all  invalids,  he  thouirht  of  nothins:  hut  his  own  suffor- 
ings.  Uv  was  leaninir  aL^ainst  the  eiiimnoy-pii'ce  in  the  proen- 
room.  .\  irroup  had  Lrathered  ahout  it  of  dandies,  vounur  and 
old,  of  ministers  and  ex-mini-ters,  of  peers  without  peora.ffos, 
and  peci.iires  without  j"  .rs.  for  so  the  Revolution  of  Julv  had 
ordered  matters.  .Atnonp  a  host  of  adventurers  and 
journalists,  in  fact.  IJaphael  heheld  a  strauire.  unearthly 
fliriire  a  few  pares  away  amoni:  the  crowd.  Fie  went  towards 
this  LTotesfjue  ohject  to  see  it  better,  half-closiiij:  his  eyes  wi^h 
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"What  a  wonflrrfiil  l>it  ..f  iiaiiitiiiir  I"'  lie  said  (o  liirii-rll'. 
The  PtrarifTcrV  hair  ami  cvcKmws  and  a  Mazariri  tin'i  .,ii  the 
chin  had  hwii  dvrd  l.la(k.  l,iit  ihr  result  was  a  spiirimis. 
piossy.  purple  lint  that  \ari.d  its  Inics  accordini:  to  the 
li>rht  ;  the  hair  had  hem  Un,  wliite,  no  douht.  to  take  the 
preparation.  Anxiety  and  (  hiiimii^'  were  dej.ieted  in  the  nar- 
row. in>i,Lniifi(ant  face,  with  its  wrinkles  in.rii.-t.d  hv  thick 
layers  of  red  and  white  paint.  This  red  enamel,  laekiii;:  on 
some  porti.ui>  of  lii<  face,  -tron-ly  hroiiudii  <,ut  his  nal'iral 
ft'fhlene.^s  and  livid  hnrs.  It  wa<  inip<,.~>il.|,.  ,i()t  to  Miiilc 
at  thi.s  visajre  with  th;-  protiih.  rant  forehead  and  pointed 
chin,  a  face  not  unlike  tho<c  i:rot,M|iie  unnd.n  fiirures  that 
German  herdsincn  carvc  in  their  spare  nionients. 

An  attentive  ohservcr  lookin^^  fr,„ii  Raphael  to  this  elderly 
Adonis  would  have  remarked  a  younir  man's  .ves  s.'t  in  a 
mask  (d'  a^'e.  in  the  ease  of  the  Mar.|uii.  and  in  the  other  ease 
the  dim  eyes  of  aire  pccrinj:  forth  from  hdiind  a  mask  of 
youth.  Valentin  tried  to  iv.olhrt  when  and  wh.Te  he  had 
seen  this  little  old  man  h.'fon'.  II,.  was  thin.  faMidiously 
cravatted.  hooted  and  spurred  like  one-and-twentv ;  he  crossed 
hig  arms  an.l  clinke<l  his  spurs  as  if  he  pos.^essed  all  the 
wanton  oner^'y  of  youth.  lie  >ecmed  lo  move  ahout  without 
con.straint  or  dilliculty.  lie  had  carefully  hnttoned  up  his 
fashionahle  coat,  which  disi:iiised  his  powerfid.  elderlv  frame, 
and  pave  him  the  appearance  of  an  anti(|uated  co.veond.  wh(i 
still  follows  the  fashions. 

For  Kaf.hael  this  animated  puppet  po.«sessed  all  the  in- 
terest of  an  apparition.     He  <:azed  at   it  as  if  it   had  I n 

some  .smoke-hejrrimed  Rpjnhrandt.  recentiv  restored  and 
newly  fram.^d.  This  idea  fonnd  him  a  cliie  fo  the  truth 
amonjr  his  confused  recollections;  he  re.'oirnized  the  dealer  in 
anti(jnities.  the  man  to  whom  he  owed  his  calamities! 

A  noiseless  lauirh  hn.ke  just  then  from  the  fantastical 
per.sona<:e.  straiirhtenin.i:  th<-  line  of  his  lips  that  stretched 
acros.s  a  row  of  artificial  teeth,  'i'hal  lauirh  hrou,i.dit  mit.  for 
Rjiphaers  heated  fancy,  a  strom:  re<emhlance  hetw.-en  tlu- 
man  before  him  and  the  type  of  head  that  painters  have 
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assipncrl  to  (Joothc's  Mcpliistophclos.  A  rrow.l  of  snpor- 
stifious  tlinii^'hls  cTitcrvd  Hiiplmrl's  projttical  iiiiiul;  ho  was 
ronvinffd  of  tlic  po\vcr<  of  the  devil  ami  of  all  the  sorcc"  r's 
cnohnntiinnt-  oiiihodicd  in  nicdia'val  tradition,  and  i^inro 
worked  up  liy  poct-^.  •Slirinkiri<r  in  liorror  fnmi  tlic  dcstinv 
of  Kaust,  he  [ira.vcd  for  tin-  protoction  of  Heaven  with  all 
tho  anhrit  faith  of  a  dyin;;  man  in  (Idd  and  the  NirL'iii.  A 
rlcar.  hri^'hl  radiancf  seemed  to  jrive  him  a  ^lin.[)-.'  of  ijio 
heaven  of  Michael  Anjri'lo  or  of  l{aphael  of  Irbino:  a  vener- 
ahle  white-iieanled  man.  a  heautiful  woman  seated  in  an 
aureole  above  the  rionds  and  win^i'd  ehernh  heads.  Xow  he 
had  grasped  and  reeeivi'd  the  ineaninj;  of  tho-e  imairinative. 
almost  human  ereaticms:  they  seemed  to  explain  what  ha<l 
happened  to  him.  to  leave  him  yet  one  hope.  / 

Hue  when  the  frreenroom  of  the  Italiens  returned  upon 
hi.s  si^'ht  he  helield,  not  the  Vir^rin.  hut  a  very  hand^ume 
younp  person  The  execrable  Kuphrasia,  in  all  the  splendor 
of  her  toilette,  with  its  orient  })earls,  had  eome  thither,  im- 
patient for  her  ardent,  elderly  admirer.  She  was  insolently 
oxhibitiu;.'  herself  with  her  (jefianf  face  and  <,ditt(rino:  eves 
to  an  envious  crowd  of  stockbrokers,  a  visible  teslimonvto 
the  inexhaustible  wealth  that  the  old  dealer  permit!".)  her  tc 
squander. 

Raphael  recollected  the  moekin<r  wish  with  whieh  he  had 
accepted  the  old  man's  luekle.vs  <:ift.  and  tasted  all  the  sweets 
of  reven^'e  when  lie  belu'ld  the  spectacle  of  sublime  wi.Mhmi 
fallen  to  such  a  depth  as  this,  wisd.,m  for  which  such  humilia- 
tion had  seemed  a  thin<r  iinixissible.  The  centenarian  ,<rreeted 
Euphrasia  with  a  phastiv  smile,  receiving:  her  honeyed  words 
in  reply.  He  olTereil  her  his  emaciated  arm,  ami  went  twice 
or  thrice  round  the  frreeiirooin  with  Iut:  the  envious  <:lances 
and  compliments  with  which  the  crowd  received  his  mistress 
deli-rhted  him  ;  he  did  not  see  the  scornfid  smiles,  nor  hear 
the  caustic  comments  to  which  lu-  jrave  rise. 

"In  what  cemetery  did  this  younir  ^rhoul  unearth  that 
corpse  of  hers?"  asked  the  dandy  of  the  TJomaiitie  faction. 

Kuphrasia  began   to  smile.     The  speaker   was   a  '^lender, 
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fair-l,ain-.l   voni:,    ui.I,    i,ri,r|,,    |,l,„.  ,.v..<,  ari.l  „    ,no„-t:.rl,... 
In  .linri  .|r.'vH  (•„;,(.  I,;,!  tilt. .I  MN.r  oil.  cMr.  aii.l  sharp  ton-ii... 

all  (Iciiotcd  the  s|ii(ic.. 

'•Huu-  niati.v  .,!,|  n,,.,,."  -ani  [{a,,:,.,..]  t,,  1,1,,,,.. If.  "LrirK'  an 

iipri-lit.  viriiinii>.  athl  Iuip!  unrkm-  l,|V  i,,  ;,  ,.|,,-r  in  f.^llv! 

Ills  IVri  ,,iv  ,  .,1,1  .ilrva.lv.  ,111.1    ..•  i>  riiakin-'  !m\,.." 
"U.'ll,  -ir.-  .N.  .,it,i,.,l   \aliiiii..  -i,,j,|Mi-   ih,.  rn.'ivliant"^ 

pn.-P    s  ■.h,|,.  1„.  Maf,.,l  l;:;r,i  at    Kuplira-M.  -iiav..  v.u,  .|uit.. 

for^'oi     n  til.'  ;-lMnp.|it  inaMrii^  .,l'>.,iir  i.Iii;m-,.|,1u  :-'" 

"All.  I  am  a-^  liappv  ii.,u-  a-  a  v.miii:  man,"  sai.'l  tli.-  otli.T 

inacra.k.'.i  v.m,,.     -I  ,i„..l  t„  |,M,k  .it  .■xi.i,.n.-.   IV,,,,,  a  wr..ii.' 

stamljM.iiit.     (),„.  linii"  ,,f  I,,\,.  has  a  v,  h..!.'  lit',,  m  it.- 

Tin-  i.la.v-o..is  h.anl  ih.-  IhII  rin-.  aii.l  I. -ft  th..  -n,.nnM,„. 

'"  '"'^''  •'"■"•  !''■•'">  "-'^"•'-      I'Mpl'a.l  ati.l  th..  .,1.1   m,.nhant 

sq.arat..].     .\-  h,.  ,.,„,.,v.|  j,,-   >,,n.  th,    M,,r.|.,,s  ...w   |-„..l„ra 

?ittin>r  cxa-lly    .,i,|„,>it..   t..    him    ,,„    ,i„.   ..th.T   >i.l,'   .,f   th.- 
tlualr.'.     Th,.  (  ount.ss  ha. I  pn.hahlv  ..nlv  ju-t  .■.mu',  for  .1... 

was  j„st  1l,i,.ii„:r  otr  h.r  ,~.aif  t..  h^aw  h.r  thn.at  iinr..v..r..| 
im.l  was  ...•.■upi.,l  with  -..imr  t!-,u-h  all  th,-  in.I.-.Tih/M.. 
maii.iMivros  .,f  a  .■...pictl.'  arran-in^^  h.T  .If.  All  ••v.s  h.tc 
turned  np.m  Iut.  A  y..iin- p...,- ..f  Fnm..  ,a.l  comi.-  w,th  h.r- 
she  asko.l  him  f.,r  th..  l..r-n..tt..  sh..  ha.l  ^mv,  ti  him  t,i  .arrv 
Kaphacl  kn.'U-  th..  .I.>p,.ti>m  to  uh,  ',  hi.  siir....<,or  h,-,,!  r.'.- 
HKn...lhims..lf.  i„  hi-r  ^vMurv>.  ;nu\  u.  h..  uav  sii..  treatci  Ikt 
fompani.m.  II..  was  al-..  uiLlcr  th..  >p..||  no  .h,uht.  an.-th..,- 
•liipc  heating'  with  all  the  nii-ht  of  a  r.-al  ,.iir,..ti..n  a-aiiiM  th.. 
woman's  coh]  calculations.  ..n.liirinir  ,ill  th..  t,.rtiir..s  fr.,ni 
which  Valentin  ha.l  luckily  fr..c.I  him-  !f. 

F.cinra's  face  li^r],,,,!  „,,  ,,.j,i,  j.,  ],.„.,.,|,.,i,i,,  |,,^.  ^fj,.j. 
directing'  h..r  l..rj:nctt..  up..n  cwrv  h,.x  in  turn.' to  niak..  a 
nipid  survcv  of  all  tl  dr..~^,.s.  sh<.  w,-,,  ,on-,iou~  that  hv  her 
tnilcttc  an.l  h..r  iH.auty  sh..  i,,„i  .•,lip.,.,|  th..  l.,v..li..~t  an.l'h.-st- 
'Ircsscd  w,,m..n  in  Pari,.  >!i,.  lau-hc.l  t..  show  hw  whit.> 
teeth:  her  !:,ad  uith  its  wnath  ,,f  fl.,^.  r,  was  n..v..r  still  in 
li-r  .piest  .,1  a.lmn-.tn.n.  11, .r  ■_  .nc.  ,v,.nt  fnmi  one  hox  to 
iinoth..r.  a>  >h,.  .1,^  .,.,1  h,.,.,,|f  -  i,  ,,„,  ,,,|,„,,r,|  ,,av  in 
winch  a  Russian  prim...,<.,  wor,.  1,   ,■  l.,,Mnet.  ..r  ..vvr  th,.  utter 
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fiiiliirr  of  n  lidiiiirt  uiili  uiiidi  a  haiikir"-  daiiirlitrr  Iiail  di^- 

All  at  oil,,.  -|„.  Ml,.)  IJapharl's  shady  ;razc  and  liinn'il  pnlc. 
af;lia>t    a!    ih-   intn],  ral.lc   .•onti.tnpl    in    hr   ivj.rt.d    inwr's 

ovt's.      \(it  ni f  li.r  (Ailrd  -iiiiotv  had   faili'd   1(1  own   Ikt 

pow.T  ov.r  liiriii;  \aliiitiii  aloii,.  uns  |,foot"  nu'aniM  Iht  at- 
tra.liorw.  A  pou.r  tli.u  ,.,|„  |„.  ,l,.t],.,|  uitli  iiMpiinitv  i-  draw- 
iiiL'  to  Its  .'nd.  'i'lii^  a\iofn  j.  ;h  il.  ■•ply  cni^rawd  on  th,.  li,.art 
of  uuinaii  a-  in  th.'  minds  of  kni->.  In  Ifaplia.^l.  tli-rcfoiv, 
Ko'doni  saw  tli,.  d.atlil.lou  of  Imt  inlhi.-ncr  and  licr  ability 
to  please.  An  epi-rani  of  hi.-,  niade  at  the  Oprra  the  day  l»e- 
fo|v.  was  alivady  known  in  the  ^alon-  of  I'aii-.  'I'jie  l.iiiiii,' 
edp'  of  tliat  t.  rril.le  >p,.,..  h  had  already  -iven  the  Coiuitess 
an  ineurahh-  wonnd.  Wt-  kiiou  ]\.,\v  to  canteii/..  a  wound,  hnt 
we  know  of  no  treatnuiil  a>  yet  for  tiio  -tah  n(  a  plira>e.  As 
every  other  woman  in  the  hoiis,.  looked  l,y  turns  at  li.r  ami 
at  the  Marcjuis,  I'odora  w.iuld  have  eonsi-:ned  them  ;ill  to  the 
"ul.licttes  (if  some  Ha-til'e:  for  in  -pite  ,,f  her  (apaeitv  for 
dissimulation,  her  discomfiture  was  di-e..rne.l  hv  her  rivaN. 
Her  unfailing'  consolation  had  slipped  from  her  at  la.-i.  'I'he 
delicious  tlKMi.irht.  "I  am  the  most  hcautiful."  the  ihouLdit  that 
at  all  tinii's  had  soothed  every  mortification,  Imd  tunicil  into 
a  lie. 

At  the  openini:  of  the  second  act  a  woman  took  up  her 
position  not  verv  far  from  I.'aphacl.  in  a  hox  that  ha<l  heen 
empty  hitherto.  A  murmur  of  admiration  went  up  from  tliR 
whole  house.  In  that  sea  of  human  faces  there  was  a  move- 
ment of  every  livimr  wave;  all  vyt'ri  were  turned  upon  the 
stran.L'er  lady.  The  ajtplause  of  youni:  ;ind  ol.l  was  ^o  pro- 
lon.ire.l.  that  when  the  orchestra  hepm.  the  musician^  turned 
to  tile  auilieiice  to  reipiest  silence,  and  then  thev  themselves 
joined  in  the  plaudits  and  ^welled  the  confu>ion.  Kxcited 
talk  hcL'an  in  every  hr.\.  every  woman  e(|uipped  li.rself  with  an 
opera  irlnss.  elderly  men  <rrew  vnuni:  a.irain.  and  polished  the 
f:la<-es  of  their  lorL'nettes  with  their  -loves.     The  enthusia.^m 

PulKided    Kv    dcLM-ec..    |l;e    ,  ( a -c    :.1|,m.1    with    the    voices    of   the 

Singers,  and  order  reigiud  as  before.    The  aristocratic  section, 
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Mh'.imv(]  of  havin-  \i..M,..l  t..  a  >i.o„,ar..  ,,„,  f,..!,,,.-  „.,,„ 
assumr,!  th.-ir  ss.,ut><]  ,„,|,t,.ly  (y.^u\  uuuuuv.  Tl...  uHltu-,!,, 
dislikr  In  Im.  aMonisliod  at  aiiMlnn-:  al  tli.'  flr<t  mJ.i  of  •, 
tHMufifiil  tluni:  it  boromr<  tl,,:,-  ,|„iv  ,,,  ,l,„,,v,.r  ti,..  ,|..f,,', 
in  It  whu  h  al.solvi's  thcrii  from  .idmn-iiiL'  it.— fli..  f,.,.lin.r  ,,f  ■," 
oniinarv  niin.ls.  V,.t  a  f.u  Mill  r.  ,MaiM..,i  n.otio,,!,.^  a'n,| 
I'<'<'-1  "ss  of  It,,.  MMHi...  artl..,-ly  al.M.rlM..!  in  th,.  .|,  li-ht  of 
watching'  IJapliad's  noi.i:lihor,  ^ 

V'lK.nliM  not,r,.,|  Taill..f,  r-s  uu-,n.  o|,„osi„u<  ,„,KU,.„an.r 
l.y.\.,u,l,nas-Ml,.  inalou..rl...x,  an,!  n,  ,.,^,  ,1  .„  a,,,,na,„,. 
smirk  from  him.  Thm  li-  ,-aw  f;„„l...  ul,„  .v,,,,,!  to  .-.y 
from  wlirrc  1r.  ..too,l  in  liir  on  1.,  Mra.  Mu-I  I^uk  at  llial  l>^r\\■ 
creature  there,  elos.  h.si.ie  you  .-  [.a-tlv.  h.  .avv  lir.u^n.r 
with  Mme.  .1..  N,.,.in;^rn  and  h.r  ,la„i:!,i. 'r.  iv.--n.^'  Ln  -dovrs 
like  a  man  iii  .I.^pair.  l,..rauM>  he  uas  uiUr<;\  to  hi<  pla....' 
and  ••ouM  not  l.ave  it  to  u„  a„y  nearer  to  the  unknown  fair 
divinity. 

HaphaePs  lif,.  d..p,.n.],.d  up,,,,  a  eovenant  that  he  ha.i  made 
with  himse  f.  and  had  hitherto  k.pt  saered.     H.  wo.dd  rue 
no  spocial  hee.l   to  any  aon.an   uhat-v.r:  and  the  h.,,..r  to 
pmird   a^rain.t    Lmptation.   he   ii..d   a   cunnindv   eontnv.d 
"IHTa--iass  whirl,  dr.trov.d  ihe  harinonv  of  thr'faiivM    f.,-,- 
ure.  hy  hide.nis  distortions.     Ho  had  noi  reeoverrd  fro,n  ,h,. 
terror  that  ha<i  .-i^.d  „„  i,i,„  i„  „,„  „,,.rninp  when,  at  a  mere 
expression   of   ..ivili.y.    ,h..    Ma^i-   Skin    had    eontraetod    so 
abruptly,    ho  Haphael  was  .leK-rminrd  not  to  turn  his  fa.'e  in 
the  direction   of  his   n.M.d.hor.      ||..  .,1    imp.rtnrl.ahle  a.   ■, 
diH'hess  with  his  ha.k  atrain^t  the  ,.orn..r  of  ,he  huv,  ih.T.hv 
f^hmiinir  o„t  half  of  his  n..i,i:hl,or's  view  ,.f  ,1„.  ,,a...    ,poear- 
in-  to  disn.^ard  her.  .and  oven  to  1„.  unaware  that 'a  pn-tty 
woman  <at  there  just  hrhind  him. 

ilis  nciudihor  eopi,,l  \'a!rnii„-s  po-ition  exaetlv :  she  han-d 
ber  elhow  on  the  ed^.  of  hor  hox  and  tnrno.l  h.r  hwo  in  thr,.- 
quarter  profllo  upon  tl,-  .iri-rr^  o,,  th..  stn-..    a-  if  .j,,.  n.-re 

r"'"-/';  "   ^•"■"•'■'■-      'ri--e   two   , ,,!,.    Iook..d    lik,.   two'  .... 

trancr^.d  hnrrs  still  ,ilkim:.  still  turnin-  ihoir  ha-U  „„„„ 
eaeh  other,  who  will  go  into  each  other's  arm.>  at  H,..  .Ir.t 
tender  word. 
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Now  iuid  jiLTniii  liis  in  i,i:li!Mir"s  ostrich  fciitlicrs  or  her  hair 
i-jiiiic  ill  ((iiilacl  with  IJaphadV  head,  ^'iviiij:  him  a  pleasurable 
thrill,  a-aiiist  which  he  sternly  fou.uht.  In  a  little  wliile  ho 
felt  the  touch  of  the  soft  frill  of  lace  that  went  roiUKJ  her 
dress;  he  could  hear  the  ;.M-aciuus  sounds  of  the  fold,-  of  her 
dress  itself,  lif.dit  rustling'  noi>es  full  of  enehaiitnieiu  ;  he  could 
even  feel  her  niovei.,ents  as  >he  l.reat lied ;  with  the  ^'I'ntle  stir 
thus  iiiiparted  to  her  form  and  to  lur  draperies,  it  seemed  to 
Kajihael  that  all  her  iieinj,^  was  suddenly  comiiiuiiicated  to 
him  in  an  electric  spark,  'i'he  lace  and  tulle  that  care.-sed  him 
imparted  the  delicious  warmtii  of  her  hare,  white  shoulders. 
By  a  I'reak  in  the  ordcrin;,' of  lliiiij:s,  tlu^.-e  two  creatures,  kept 
ajiart  hy  social  coiiveiition.-,  with  the  ahy.-ses  of  death  between 
tlieiii,  breathed  to^^ether  and  jierhajis  thouiiht  of  one  another. 
Finally,  tht.'  subtle  jierfiiiiie  of  aloe>  completed  the  work  of 
Kaphael'.s  into.xieation.  Oppo.-ition  healed  his  iiMau'inaiion, 
and  his  fancy,  become  the  wilder  for  the  limits  imposed  upon 
it,  sketched  a  woman  for  him  in  outlines  of  fire.  He  turned 
abruptly,  the  stranirer  made  a  ,-imilar  iiMvement,  >tartled  no 
doubt  at  Iieini:  bn>u,i:ht  in  contact  with  a  stramrer;  and  they 
rojuaincd  face  to  face,  each  with  the  same  thought. 

"Pauline !" 

"M.  Eapliael !" 

Each  surveyed  the  othe-.  liotli  of  them  petrified  with  aston- 
ishment. Raphael  noticed  rauliiie's  daintily  simple  costume. 
A  woman's  experienced  eyes  would  have  (li-cerned  and  ad- 
mired the  outlines  beneath  the  niode-t  gauze  folds  of  her 
bodice  and  the  lily  whitenos  of  her  throat.  .\nd  then  her 
more  than  mortal  clearness  of  soul,  her  maidenlv  mndestv, 
her  graceful  bearing,  all  were  uncbanged.  llcr  -leeve  was 
quivering  with  agitation,  for  the  beating  of  her  heart  was 
shaking  her  whole  frame. 

''("oiiu-  to  the  Hotel  de  Saint-r>uentin  to-morrow  for  vour 
papers,"  >lie  ,-aid.    "1  will  lie  there  at  noon.     He  punctual." 

She  rose  hastilv.  and  disapfieared.  Kaphael  thouL.dit  of  fol- 
lowing^ i'aiiline.  feared  to  rnnipromise  her.  and  staved.  He 
louketl  at  I'lcdora  :  the  jcciiied  to  him  positiv<'ly  uglv.     I'nable 
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■>  m.d.r.t,-.n.l  a  sin^'lo  ,,I,ra>o  „f  tlu'  musio,  nn.i  fedincr  stifl,.,! 
^•i  tlH.  tiuatrcs  lie  wont  out,  an.l  rft.irned  home  with  a  full 
heart. 

'-J.-nathan,"  ho  .aid  to  the  old  s.Tvant.  as  soon  as  ho  lay  in 
l»"  .  frivo  mo  half  a  drop  of  lau(hin.nu  on  a  pieoo  of  .i.'.rar 
an.l  don  t  wake  mo  lo-.norruw  till  twenty  minutes  to  tw.dve '' 

-1  want  I'auhno  lo  luvo  mo!"  ho  .ri.d  no.xt  morning,  look- 
in-^  at  the  talisman  the  while  in  iinspeakahl..  anguish 

Iheskindid  no,  n.nv.  in  ,l,o  Last  :  it  ,.-,.,, „ed  to  have  lost 
its  power  to  shrink;  douhlless  it  could  not  fulfil  a  wish  ful- 
tilled  already. 

"Ah!"  e.xclaimed  Kaphaol,  foelin-  as  if  a  mantle  of  load 
had  fallen  aw.v   uhioh  ho  had  worn  ever  sinee  the  day  when 
the  talisman  h;„.  hoon  j:ivon  to  him;  '"so  you  are  plav"in-  me 
fal.ce    you  are  not  oheyin^r  .no.  the  paet  is  broken!      f  a>n 
froo;  I  shall  live.    Then  v.as  it  all  a  wrotoluVI  jukor"     Hut  he 
did  not  dare  to  I.oliovo  in  his  own  .liou-^h.  as  ho  uttered  ,t 
lie  dressed  hi.n.^olf  as  simply  as   had   formerly  boon   his 
wont,  and  sot  out  on  foot  for  Ins  old  Iod,.-n.r,  trVin;,-  to  ^^o 
back  in  fancy  to  the  happy  days  when  ho  abandon..!  hinndf 
without  pen!  to  vohem..u  d..>in  s.  tlu-  davs  wlu-n  h..  ha.l  not 
yo    condemned  all  human  ..njoymont.     As  ho  walko.l  ho  he- 
hed   I  au  ut..-not  the  I'auline  of  the  Il.'.tol  Saint-Quentin. 
but  the  J  aulin..  of  last  ovnin.      H..ro  was  the  aoco„,plish..d 
nnstress  ho  had  .<o  oft.n  .hvani...]  of.  the  intolli-.ont   vo.n-^ 
g.r    with  the  lovin^r  mature  an.l  artistic  tomp.^ram.nt.   who 
tuidorstood  poets,  who  iin<l,T>tood  pootrv.  an,!   livrd   in  lux- 
urious .«urroundimrs.      Horo.   in   short,   was    lAodora.    .Mftod 
w.  h  a  -nvit  soul:  or  Pa„li„,.  b,.c.n,no  a  cmn,...-.  ;,nd  twi.v  a 
rn>ll,onam^  as  he.Iora  ha.l  b.-n.     When  he  rea..h..d  the  worn 
thnvho Id.  and  stood  upon  th..  brok,.,,  stop  at  Iho  dunr.  wh.To 
in  ..Id  davs  lio  ha.l  had  -o  many  .l,>perat..  thou-hts.  an  old 
woman  ,-amo  out  of  the  room  withi,-  and  spoko  to  him 
^^;jnu  are  M.  Hapha..|  .!o  \'ah.ntin.  aiv  v..u  n.)t  T'" 
"'^  OS.  L'o'  (I  mother."  bo  rr'pliod. 

"Y...1   know  y(,„r  old  room   then,"  she  replied;  «vou  are 
expected  up  there."  ,     .^u  ure 
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"Doos  Mme.  Oinidiii  still  own  tli.-  liouso?"  Raphaol  asked. 

"Oh  uo,  sir.  .Mine,  (iaiiiliii  i>  a  lianiiicss  now  She  lives  -ii 
a  fino  house  of  her  own  on  the  other  sjil,.  of  the  river,  iler 
hushand  has  come  haek.  Mv  ^'oo(lne.->,  he  l)roiiu'l:t  hack 
thousands  and  thousands.  They  say  she  could  buy  uj)  all  the 
Quart ier  Saint-Jae(iues  if  she  liked".  She  ^ave  ine  lier  hase- 
ment  room  for  nothin.Lr.  and  th<'  remainder  of  her  lease.  Ah. 
she's  a  kind  woman  all  the  .-ame;  she  is  no  more  jtroud  to-day 
tlian  >!ie  was  yesterdav." 

Raphael  hurried  up  the  staircase  to  Ins  pirret  :  as  he  reached 
the  last  few  steps  he  lieaid  the  sounds  of  a  piano.  Pauline 
was  there,  simply  dressed  in  a  cotton  i;-o\vn.  hut  thi'  wav  that 
it  was  made,  like  the  Ldoves,  hat.  and  shawl  that  she  had 
thrown  down  carelessly  ujxni  the  lied,  revealed  a  change  of 
fortune. 

"Ah,  there  you  are!"  cried  Pauline,  turning  hep  head,  and 
rising  with  unconcealed  delight. 

Kaphael  went  to  sit  he.-ide  her.  tlushed,  confused,  and 
hapjiy;  he  look'  d  at  licr  in  silence. 

"Why  did  you  leave  us  then:-"  .-he  asked,  dropping  her  eyes 
as  the  flusli  deepened  on  his  face.     "What  heeame  of  vou  ?'"' 

"Ah,  I  liave  been  very  miserable,  Pauline;  I  an!  vor}-  mis- 
crahlo  still." 

"Alas!"  she  said,  tilled  with  pitying  tenderness.  *'I  guessed 
your  fate  yestenhiy  when  I  saw  you  so  well  dresst'd,  and  ap- 
parently so  wealthy:  but  in  reality  y  Kh,  M.  Raphael,  is  it 
as  it  always  used  to  be  with  vou !'" 

Valentin  could  not  restrain  the  tears  that  sprang  to  his 
eyes. 

"Pauline."  ho  exclaimed.  "T— — " 

ITe  went  no  furihi-r.  love  spi'.rkled  in  his  eyes,  and  his  emo- 
tion overflowed  hi>  face. 

"Oh.  he  loves  me!  he  loves  Tue !"  cried  Pauline. 

Ranhael  felt  himself  iiiudde  to  >ay  one  word:  ho  hent  liis 
head.  The  youn^-  girl  took  his  liaiul  at  this:  she  pressed  it 
as  she  -,iid.  half  sobbiu'  .mil  half  lauLdiim:: — 

"Hieh,  rich,  happy  aii.l  rich!     Your  T'auline  is  rich.     l!ui 
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T?  Oh  I  ought  to  ho  very  poor  tn-,],v.  T  havo  said  times 
wuiumt  nmnhor.  thai  I  uo„l,l  ,iv,.  .,„  ,ho  w.ahh  upon  ul 
ear  h  for  thoso  wo„l..  'H,,  i.,,,s  tno.-  (,  ,„v  h,,,,,,„,'.  ,  ^^.^^^ 
m.llions.  V.u  l,k,.  hixttry.  yu,,  w,ll  h.  ,,Had  :  hwt  vou  must 
Inv,.  m..  and  my  heart  he.ides,  for  thrre  is  ...  ,„„,.h  love  for 
you  m  my  heart.  Vou  don't  know?  Mv  fath.r  ha.  eomo 
l»ark.  I  am  a  wealthy  hein^ss.  Ho,h  h.  and  niv  mo.h.r  I,.,,ve 
me  eo,„pjotely  free  to  d..,ide  my  own  fate.  I  am  frn—do 
you  understand  :-•■' 

Seized  with  a  kind  of  frenzy.  Raphael  .rasped  PauHse's 
fiands  and  kissed  then,  ea^^erly  and  v.h.'nH.ntlv.  with  an  al- 
most convulsive  earess.  Paulino  d,vu  1:..-  !,  ,nd>  awav.  laid 
tliern  on  Kaphael  s  shouhl.Ts,  and  dnw  h,n,  towards  her 
Ihey  understood  one  another-in  that  ,  lo-,'  omhra.o.  i„  the 
unall,,y,.d  and  sa.red  fervor  of  that  ono  ki»  without  an  after- 
thouKht-the  first  kiss  by  uhieh  two  souls  take  pos.^es^ion  of 
each  other. 

"Ah    I  will  not  leave  you  anv  more."  said  Pauline,  fallin- 

r     ?.r '''"''"•     "'  '^"  ""'  ^'"'''  '"'"•  I  '•'^'■H'  to  he  so  hold  '•' 
she  added,  blushinir. 

"Bold,  my  I'a„lin,.:>     Ih,  not  foar  it.     It  is  hue.  love  true 
and  deep  and  ev.  i-la<tin,i:  like  n,v  own.  is  it  not  "■'•• 

"Speak!"  she  eried.     "(Jo  on  spoakin,,^  so  long  your  lips 
nave  been  dumb  for  me."  ' 

"Then  you  have  loved  me  all  alon-'-"' 

"I>oved  you?  .l/o„  Diru'  How~ofion  I  have-  we,)t  here 
setting  your  room  straight,  a.id  gri..vini:  f<.r  vour  povortv 
and  my  own.  I  wotdd  havo  sold  mvs.-lf  to  tho  ovi!  ono  to 
spare  you  one  ve.vation  !  You  aiv  nn^  Paphael  to-dav  reallv 
my  own  Raphael,  with  that  handso,,,,.  head  of  vo„r.  .,nd 
your  heart  is  min-  too:  yos,  that  ahov,.  all.  vour  h.art— 0 
wealth  inexhaustible !  W.^ll.  whoro  wa.  1 !'"  si,.',  wont  on  after 
apa.i.se.  "Oh  yes !  We  have  fhreo.  four,  or  Hve  „,iilion.  T 
believe.  If  T  were  poor.  I  should  perhaps  doMro  to  l„.ar  vour 
name,  to  be  aeknowlod^r,,,)  ,,.  ^our  wife:  hut  a<  it  i^  I  wouH 
pivo  up  the  who!  world  for  vou.  I  would  !,..  vour  ^orvin't 
still,  now  and  always.     Whv.  Raphael,  if  I  give  you  mv  for- 
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tunc,  my  Iicart.  niy-i'If  tn-ilny.  I  do  no  niorc  tli;in  I  (]i<l  tlutt 
•lay  when  I  pii!  a  ccrliiiii  five-franc  piece  in  the  drauiT 
there,"  and  she  pointed  to  the  tahle.  "Oh,  how  vour  exulta- 
tion hurt  nie  then  I"' 

"Oh,  why  arc  you  rich?"  IJapliael  cried;  "why  is  there  no 
vanity  in  you?     I  can  do  nothin;.''  for  you."' 

Jle  wruiiLT  his  hand-  in  ile.-pair  and  liap[)incss  and  love. 

"When  you  are  the  Maripii-e  de  \'aleniin,  [  know  that  the 
title  and  the  fortune  for  thee,  heavenly  .-oul,  will  not  be 
worth " 

"One  hair  of  your  head,"  -he  cried. 

"I  have  million-  too.  I'.ul  what  is  wealth  to  cither  of  us 
now?    'I'hcrc  is  my  lif( — ah,  that  I  can  oH'cr.  take  it." 

"Your  love,  liaphacl,  ynnr  h>vc  is  all  tiie  worhl  to  me.  Are 
your  thou^dits  of  mc?     I  ai;i  the  happie-t  of  the  happy  !"' 

"Can  any  one  overhear  u-?"  asked  FJaphael. 

"Nobody,"  she  replied,  and  a  mi.-chievous  iresture  escaped 
her. 

"Come,  then  I"  cried  \'alentin.  holdin.L^  out  his  arms. 

She  sprang:  upon  his  knee.-  and  clasped  her  arms  about  his 
neck. 

"Kiss  mc!"  she  cried,  "after  all  tlie  pain  you  liave  ^iven 
me:  to  blot  out  the  memory  of  the  ,:jrrief  that  your  jovs  have 
caused  me:  and  for  the  s.ike  of  the  nights  tJiat  I  spent  in 
painting  hand -screens " 

"Those  hand-screens  of  vours?" 

"\ow  that  we  arc  rich,  my  darling,  T  can  tell  you  all  about 
it.  Poor  boy  I  how  easy  it  is  to  delude  a  clever  man  I  Could 
you  have  had  white  wai-tcoat-  and  clejin  -hirt-  twice  a  week 
for  three  francs  (>very  month  to  the  hnindn--?  Whv.  vou 
used  to  drink  twice  as  mmh  milk  as  your  iiioiiev  would  have 
paid  for.  I  decei\ed  you  all  round  ovr  lirinj^.  oil.  am!  even 
money.  O  K'aphael  mine,  don't  have  me  for  vour  wife,  I  am 
far  ;oo  cunniii;^  !"  she  said  l;iu'j-hing. 

"I?ut  bow  did  \ou  manage?" 

"I  used  to  work  till  two  o'clock  in  tin  morning;  I  gave  my 
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mnthor  half  the  money  nuulo  by  my  scrov'n=.  .iinl  t!ip  (.thcr 
half  wont  to  you." 

They  looked  at  one  another  f(.r  a  inoiii.iit.  l.nth  l)e\vil,|,.n  <1 
by  love  and  ^dailness. 

"Some  day  we  shall  have  to  pav  for  thi-  h.ij.piiiess  bv  sonii' 
terrible  sorrow,"  eried  K'iijili.iel. 

"Perhaps  you  are  niarrici  r"  said    I'aulinc.     -Oh.    I   will 
not  <rive  you  up  to  any  otiier  woman. "■ 
"I  am  free,  my  beloveil." 
"Free!"  she  repealed.     "Free,  and  mine!" 
She  slipped  down  upon  her  knees,  clasped  her  hands,  and 
looked  at  Kajdiael  in  an  enlliusia>ni  of  drNctinn. 

"I  am  afraid  I  shall  '^o  mad.  Hnw  iiandsomc  you  are!" 
she  went  on,  passin-r  her  tinj^crs  fiin.uirh  her  lov.T's'fair  hair. 
"How  stupid  your  Counte.-^s  Fcedora  is!  How  plca-id  1  wa> 
yesterday  with  the  homajre  they  all  paid  to  me!  >7/r  has 
never  been  applauded.  Dear,  wh.n  1  f<.it  your  arm  ai:ain>t 
my  back,  I  heard  a  va^nie  voi(  e  within  me  that  eried,  Mff  i- 
there!'  and  I  turned  round  and  saw  you.  I  thd,  for  1  lon^^ed 
so  to  throw  my  arm.-  about  you  before  iliem  all." 
^^  "How  happy  you  are— you  ean  speak!"  Haphael  exclaimed. 
"My  heart  is  overwhelmed  :  I  would  weep,  but  I  cannoi.  !),, 
not  draw  your  han.l  away.  I  could  stav  iiere  lookiii-  at  you 
like  this  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  I  think:  !iap[)y  and  content." 
"0  my  love,  say  that  once  mure!" 

"Ah.  what  are  words?"  an>wcred  Valentin.  lettin-  a  hot 
tear  fall  on  Pauline's  hands.  "Some  time  I  will  try  lo  tell 
you  of  my  love;  just  now  1  can  ojdv  feci  it." 

"You,"  she  said,  "with  your  lofiv  -oul  .ind  v^ur  j^reat 
penius.  with  that  heart  of  yours  that  \  know  ,.(,  wdl  ;  ar'you 
really  mine,  as  f  am  yours!'" 

"Forever  and  ever,  my  sweet  ereai-uv."  >aid  h'npliacl  in  an 
uncertain  voice.  "Vmi  siiall  be  my  \^  if-,  mv  [.rntc.'imu^  an-d. 
My  <rriefs  have  always  been  dispelled  |,v  \our  yiresencc.  and 
my  courarre  revived:  that  amrelie  -mile  nn'u  ,,n  v^ur  lip.  has 
purified  me,  .„  to  speak.  A  n,  w  life  ,rem<  ahum  t,,  |„„ri„  fi.p 
me.     The  cruel  past  and  my  wrelebe.l  follies  are  hardlv  more 
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to  mo  tliiin  evil  (Irciiin-.  At  your  sido  T  Itp^athc  nn  at- 
iiiosjilicrc  of  hapiiiiir-:-.  ,iiiil  I  am  pure.  He  with  iiic  alway.s," 
he  addi'd.  [)n'>:sin;r  her  .-olcimily  to  his  hcatintr  licart. 

"Death  iiiav  coriit'  whfii  it  will,"  said  I'auliiie  in  (VStasv ; 
"I  hav(>  livd!"' 

Happy  lie  who  shall  diviin'  their  joy,  for  lie  iiiiist  have 
experienced  it. 

"I  wish  tha-  no  one  tni^dit  <'nter  this  dear  u'arret  again, 
my  Haphai'l,"  said  raiiliiie,  after  two  hours  of  siloncc. 

"We  nni.-t  liave  the  door  walled  up.  put  bars  across  the 
window,  and  buy  the  iiouse."  the  .Manpiis  answered. 

"Yes,  wo  will,"  she  said.  'I'heii  a  moment  later  slie  added: 
"Our  search  for  your  maiius(rii)ts  has  been  a  little  lost  sight 
of."  and  they  both  laughed  like  children. 

"Pshaw!  I  don't  care  a  jot  for  the  whole  circle  of  the 
sciences."  Raphael  answered. 

".Ml.  sir.  and  how  a!)out  glory?" 

"I  glory  in  yon  alone." 

"You  used  to  be  very  niiserablo  as  yon  made  these  little 
scratches  and  scrawls,"  she  said,  turning  the  papers  over. 

"My  Pauline " 

"Oh  yes.  I  am  yovr  Pauline — and  what  then?" 

"Where  are  you  living  now?" 

"In  the  Rue  Saint  Lazare.    .\nd  you  ?" 

"In  the  Hue  de  Varenno." 

"What  a   long   way   apart   we   shall    be  until "     She 

stopped,  and  looked  at  her  lover  with  a  mischievous  and  co- 
quettish e\"]iression. 

"Hut  at  tlio  most  we  need  only  be  separated  for  a  fort- 
night." Rajihael  answen'd. 

"Ffeallyl  we  are  to  be  married  in  a  fortnight?"  and  she 
jumped  for  joy  like  a  child. 

"I  am  an  unnatural  daughter!"  she  went  on.  "T  rrive  no 
more  thought  to  my  father  or  my  mother,  or  to  anvthinir  in 
the  world.  Poor  love,  you  don't  know  that  niv  father  is  very 
ill  ^  He  retiirned  from  the  Indies  in  verv  bail  health.  Tie 
nearly   died   at    lla\Te,   where  we  went   to  find  him.      (Jood 
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iH'JiVf'ns!"  she  crifd.  lookiiii:  at  Ikt  wutcli;  "it  is  tliivc  oMook 
n!rc'a(l\  !  I  oii-rht  m  U-  lij|,I<  a'.'aiii  when  lie  wakc-^  at  four. 
I  am  mistress  of  tlic  lioii-c  at  Iidiiic:  my  inotlicr  docs  cvcrv- 
tliinjr  tliat  I  wish,  and  my  I'atluM-  uor^liijis  mo;  hut  I  will  n()t 
ahust'  tlu'ir  kindness,  that  uoiiid  he  wi-otii:.  Mv  poor  father! 
He  woiihl  luive  me  <:o  to  the  Ilaliens  yesterday.  You  will 
come  to  see  him  to-morrow,  will  von  not?" 

"Will  Madame  la  Maniuise  de  N'alentin  honor  me  hv  tak- 
ing: my  arm!-'" 

"I  am  goin^'  to  take  the  key  of  tliis  room  away  with  me," 
.she  said.     "Isn't  our  treasiire-liouse  a  ])a]ace?" 
"One  more  kiss,  Pauline." 

"A  thousand,  nmn  Diva!"  she  said,  lookintr  at  Raphael. 
"Will  it  always  he  like  this?  I  frd  as  if  I  were  dreamin<?." 
They  went  slowly  down  the  stairs  toirether,  step  for  step, 
^•ith  arms  closely  linked,  treml)lin<r  hoth  of  them  beneath 
their  load  of  joy.  Kaeh  pressinj,'  elose  to  the  other's  side, 
like  a  jiair  of  doves,  they  reached  the  Place  de  la  Sorhonne, 
where  Pauline's  carria^je  was  waitin<r. 

"I  want  to  fjo  home  with  you,"  slie  said.  "I  want  to  see 
your  own  room  and  .our  study,  and  to  sit  at  the  table  where 
you  work.     It  will  he  like  old  :    w<r  she  said,  hiu.shinp. 

She  spoke  to  tfie  servant.     ".loM-ph.  before  rcturnini:  home 
I  am  poin<.'  to  the  Rue  de  Varenne.     It  is  a  (juarter-past  tlir 
now.  and  I  mu-t  he  hack  a<,^iin  i)y  four  o'clock,    (icor^'i'  must 
hurry  the  horses."    And  so  in  a  few  moments  the  lov.  rs  came 
to  Valentin's  abode. 

"How  <,'lad  T  am  to  linve  soon  all  thi^^  for  nivself  I"  Pauline 
cried,  crea-^inj:  the  silken  bed-curtains  in  Rirna -I's  room  be- 
tween her  fin.uers.  "As  I  '^n  to  sleep.  T  .-hall  be  her.'  in 
thou<:ht.  I  shall  ima^'ine  vour  dear  head  on  th(>  pillow  there 
Raphael,  tell  me.  did  no  one  advise  you  about  the  furniture 
of  your  hotel  ?" 

"No  one  whatever." 

"Reallv?     It  was  not  a  woman  who " 

"Pauline:" 

"Oh,  I  know   I  am  fc.irfiillv    jcalou-.     You  have  good  taste. 
I  will  liave  a  l)eil  like  yours  to-morrow." 
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{^uitc  l)(-;!(l(>  hiiii-'ir  with  li;iiii,iii,.s«,  Hapliacl  caught  Pau- 
line in  111.-  ;in!i>. 

"Oil.  iiiv  fatlicr'"  >lic  -;ii(!;  'Tiiy  fiitlior " 

"I  will  t.ikc  vriii  imrk  to  him/'  nifd  N'alcntin,  "for  I  want 
to  bo  avvav  rrrmi  yoii  ,i-  little  as  [losr^ihle." 

"How  loviri<:  you  are!  I  did  not  venture  to  sug<,'e8t 
it " 

"Are  you  not  my  life?" 

It  would  he  icdiniN  to  set  down  aceurately  the  ehnrming 
prattle  of  the  loviTs.  for  tones  and  looks  and  L'estures  that 
cannot  he  rendrr.d  alon,- iravf  it  -iirnifieanee.  N'alentin  went 
back  witli  I'aiiiiue  to  h.T  own  door,  and  returned  witii  as 
much  happiness  in  ln>  heart  a>  mortal  man  can  know. 

When  he  was  seated  in  his  armchair  lieside  tlie  fire,  think- 
ing over  the  sudden  and  completf  way  in  which  his  wishes 
had  been  fulfilled,  a  eold  shiver  went  throu;.di  him,  as  if  the 

blade  of   a    dai:,i:er   had    been    plun,<:ed    into   liis   breast he 

thought  of  the  .Magie  Skin,  and  saw  that  it  had  shrunk 
a  little.  He  uttered  the  most  tremendous  of  French  oaths, 
without  any  of  the  Jesuitical  reservations  made  by  the  Ab- 
bess of  Andouillcttes.  leant  his  head  against  the  back  of  the 
chair,  and  sat  motionless,  fi.xing  his  unseeing  eyes  upon  the 
bracket  of  the  curtain  pole. 

"Good  (iod  !"  he  cried  ;  ''every  wish  !  Every  desire  of  mine! 
Poor  Pauline  I " 

He  took  a  pair  of  (ompasses  and  measured  the  extent  of 
existence  that  the  morning  had  cost  him. 

"I  have  scarcely  enough  for  two  months  !"'  he  said. 

A  cold  sweat  broke  out  over  him  :  moved  hv  an  umrovem- 
able  spasm  of  rage,  he  seized  the  Magic  Skin.  e\claimin<r: 

"I  am  a  perftvt  fool !" 

He  rushed  out  of  the  house  and  across  the  garden,  and 
flung  the  talisman  down  a  well. 

"Vofjur  la  'jalirc"  cried  he.  "The  devil  take  all  this  non- 
eense.'' 

So  I?aphael  gave  him-elf  up  to  the  happiness  of  being 
beloved,  and  led   with    I'auline  the  life  of  heart   and   heart. 
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Difficulties  which  it  wriul.l  !„■  >oin-whfit  tedious  to  rlesoribc 
h;i(l  delaye,]  ilifir  i.iairiM.L'e,  v.  iiieh  was  to  take  place  .■arly 
in  Marrh.  Ka,h  was  ^nre  of  ihe  other:  their  atFection  had 
been  trie.l.  an.]  liaj-piri -.s  had  taught  them  how  strong  it 
was.  Xcv.T  lias  lov  made  two  souls,  two  natures.  30  ab- 
solutely   one.       'I'hc    mniv    Ihev    eaillo    to    kilOW    of  ,;wh    otluT 

the  inore  thev  K.v.mI.  ()„  ,.i,l„T  -ide  there  was  the  same 
hesitatin-  del;,  ,i,v.  the  >amc  iraii-poris  ..f  jov  >ueh  as  ari;,'el3 
know:  tl'.ere  wm.  n..  .■louds  in  their  li.awn;  the  will  of  either 
was  the  nthcrV  'aw. 

Wealthy  as  they  hotli  were,  thev  had  not  a  caprice  which 
they  could  not  .u'ratifv.  and  fur  ih.n  na^on  had  no  eapric-s 
A  refined  taste,  a  feejim:  for  I.eaiiiv  and  poetrv.  was  instinct 
in  the  .soul  of  the  hri.ie;  her  lov.rV  Miiil,.  wa's  more  to  her 
than  all  the  pearls  of  Ormux.  .^|„.  disdain..!  feminin.. 
finery:  a  muslin  dress  and  flowers  formed 
toilette. 

Pauline  and  T?aphael  shunned  everv  one  else,  for  solitude 
was  abundantly  beautiful  to  thmi.  'I'he  idlers  at  the  ()p,.ra, 
or  at  the  lialiens,  saw  this  <harmin,ix  and  uneonve,itionai 
pair  evenmi,'  after  evenin,?.  Some  .iro.s.Mp  went  th.-  round  of  the 
salons  at  first,  but  the  harml.^ss  lowrs  uere  m.ou  forootten  in 
the  c(mrse  of  events  which  took  place  in  ParFs:  their 
niarria-:.'  w.is  announce<l  at  lrn,irth  to  .xcu.m'  thrm  in  the 
ey.'s  of  the  pni.lish  :  and  a^  it  hai.p.ned.  their  servant-  did 
not  babble;  ..o  their  bliss  did  not  draw  down  up.m  them  any 
very  severe  punishment. 

One  morninj:  toward>  the  end  uf  F,.brunrv.  a-,  the  time 
when  till'  l.ri:iiten;n;r  d;,y.  !,rinL'  a  Iwlicf  in  the  t,earne,ss  of 
the  joys  of  sprimr,  Pauline  and  Raphael  were  breakfasting 
togrther  in  a  small  conservatory,  a  kind  of  .!rawin<r-room 
filled  uith  llowcrs.  on  a  level  with  th-  -nd.-n.  'I'ho  mild 
rays  of  tlir  pale  winter  .Minliirbt.  br.  .ikin,:,'  throiii:li  the  thicket 
of  e.xoti.-  plants,  warmed  the  air  .-onu'what.  'i'he  vivid  con- 
tra>t  made  bv  the  varieties  -f  f,>li,ii:...  the  coIoin  of  the 
masses  of  fl,,wct-ii-  shrubs,  th.'  fnaks  of  li^dit  and  shadow, 
gladdened  the  eyes.      While  all  the  rest  of  Paris  still  sought 
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warmth  from  it,-  niclaiicholy  licirtli.  tli.-c  (wo  were  laiigli- 
injr  in  a  liowi  r  i)f  ciiiiiclliii-,  lilio.  ami  l)lii--niiiiii;:  heath. 
Their  li-ippy  fans  ro-r  ahovc  lilic-  .if  tlif  vallcv.  narcissus 
blooms,  and  I'.cn^'al  roses.  A  mat  of  plailr.l  African  irrass, 
variegated  lil<e  a  carpel,  lay  Ixtn.nh  their  feet  in  tliis 
luxiiriKMs  cotwervatory.  'i"he  walU.  (overed  with  a  u'reen 
linen  material,  hore  no  trai^  of  damp.  The  s\irfaces  of  the 
rustic  w-.iden  furniture  shonr  with  cleanliness.  .\  kitten, 
attracte.i  hy  the  odor  of  milk,  had  .-ialili~he(|  itself  upon 
the  table:  it  allowed  I'aiiHne  to  liedahble  it  in  cotfee;  ,-.|ie  was 
playing  merrily  with  it,  taking  away  the  cream  that  she  had 
just  allowed  tlie  kiit.n  to  snilf  at,  -o  as  to  exeri'ise  its 
patience,  and  keep  U[.  the  contest.  .She  burst  out  laughing 
at  every  antic,  and  by  the  comical  remarks  she  constantly 
made,  she  hindered  Hajihael  from  perusing  the  paper;  he  had 
drnpji.,1  ii  a  dozen  times  alnady.  This  morning  picture 
seemed  to  overflow  with  ine.\pressibl.'  gladne.s.s,  like  every- 
thing that  is  natural  and  genuine. 

I?.i|)hael.  still  'Tetendiiig  to  read  his  paper,  furtively 
watched  I'aiiline  with  the  cat  -his  Pauline,  in  the  dressim:- 
gown  that  hung  car-lessly  about  her:  hi.^  Pauline,  with  her 
hair  loo-.-  on  her  shouhlers,  with  a  tiny,  white,  blue-veined 
foot  peeping  . -it  of  a  velvet  tflipper.  It  wa.'<  plea.sant  to 
eee  her  in  this  negligent  dress:  phe  was  delightful  as  notiie 
fanciful  picture  by  Westall :  half-girl,  half-woman,  as  she 
seemed  to  be,  or  perhaps  more  of  a  girl  than  a  woman,  there 
was  no  alloy  in  the  happiness  she  enjoyed,  and  of  love  she 
knew  as  vet  only  its  first  ecsta.sy.  Wlun  Raphael,  absorbed 
in  happy  musing,  had  forgotten  the  existence  of  the  news- 
paper, Pauline  flew  upon  it.  crumpled  it  up  into  a  ball,  and 
threw  it  out  into  the  garden:  the  kitten  sprang  after  the 
rotating  object,  which  spun  round  and  round,  as  politico 
are  wont  to  do.  This  childish  scene  recalled  Raphael  to 
himself.  He  would  have  gone  on  reading,  and  /elt  for  the  sheet 
that  he  no  lonirer  possessed.  .Toyoiis  laughter  rang  out  like 
the  song  of  a  bird,  one  peal  leading  to  another. 

"1  ani  .luite  jealous  of  the  pajier,"  she  said,  as  she  wiped 
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away  the  tears  that  lu-r  chiMlik..  nuTrinifn.  ha.l  hmu^U, 
into  iR-r  ey.s.  -N^u,  ,s  i,  „.,,  a  h.in.Mi,-  ..ir..,uv.-  sh-  wt^m 
on.  as  she.  l,..,a„u.  a  uo.nan  all  at  ..,„•,..  "tu  r..,,!  Hn<.um 
prodarnatmris  ,n  ri.y  pn  ,m..„v.  „rwl  ...  atlrn.l  i,.  th.-  ,.r..<in-s 
of  thr  I'.nipor.^r  Nidiulus  rather  thai,  to  l.,ok.s  and  words  of 

lOV'G  ! 

"1    was   not   rcadinj:.   n.y   dear  an^ul ;    I    was   looking  ut 
you.  '' 

Just  then  the  ;:rav.l  walk  uutM.!..  ti...  oonscrvatorv  ranjr 
w.th  the  sound  of  ih,.  gardener's  heavih  na.!..l  bouts  ' 

'I  he^'  yot.r  pardon.  ,.,y  Lord  .\i,.n,ui.-  ;,,.!  vours,  too 
madan.e-.f  I  ,„..  intn.d.nK.  hut  I  have  hnni^ht  vou  a 
cunos.ty  the  like  of  whi.h  1  n.ver  set  eves  on.  Lrawu.^  a 
bucket  of  water  ju...  now,  with  .iue  respeet,  I  got  out  this 
strange  salt-water  j.lant.  Ilrre  it  is.  It  .nust  bo  thorou-rhlv 
used  to  water,  anyhow,  for  it  isn't  .<aturat.  .1  or  even  damp 
at  all.  t  .s  as  dry  as  a  piece  of  wood,  an.l  has  not  swelled 
a  b.t.  As  niy  Lord  .Manjuis  certainjv  knows  a  great  deal 
more  about  things  than  I  do.  I  thought  I  ought  to 
bring  .t.  and  that  it  would  interest  him." 

Therow-ith  the  gardener  show.-d  Haphael  the  inexorable 
piece  of  skin;  there  were  barely  six  s.juare  .nehes  of  it  left 

•I  hanks.  Van.ere,"  Haphae!  said.  "The  tiling  is  very 
cur.ous.  *'  -^ 

"What  is  the  matter  with  you,  my  angel;  you  are  grow- 
ing quite  white!"  Pauline  cri.d.  ^ 

"You  can  go.  Vaniere." 

"Your  voice  frightens  me,"  the  girl  went  on;  "it  is  so 
strangely  altered.  What  is  it'  How  are  vou  feeling? 
Where  IS  the  pa.n?  ^  ou  arc  in  pain  .'-Jonathan  !  here' 
call  a  doctor!    she  cried. 

"Hush,  my  Pauline."  Ifaphael  answered,  as  he  n-ained 
comi.osure.  "Let  us  get  up  and  go.  Son.e  tlower  here  has 
aj^ent  that  is  too  much  for  me.     Ft  is  that  verbena,  per- 

Pauline  flew  upon  the  innocent  plant,  seized  it  bv  the 
fltalk,  and  flung  it  out  intr,  the  ganlen:  then  with  dl  the 
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ini'^lit   nf  th.'  l"Vo  iH-tu.H'H  tlH'in.  -lie  clavpf.l   Riiphacl  in  a 
,.1„H.  ,.iul.rarr.  ami  uit'u  laii-ui.hin-  c-uquctry  ra!.-r,l  her  iv.l 

lips  to  lii-  I'lir  ii  In'i"-  . 

"hear  ;iii"v!.-  -hr  ciMc.!.  "whrn  T  ^au-  you  turn  -<>  wintp. 
I  un.lrrMuu,!  tliai  1  rnnl.l  nm  livo  on  without  you^:  your 
lif,.  i^  my  life  too.  l.iiv  voiir  hand  on  my  liack.  liaphael 
,„;„,.:  I  ir,  i  a  rhill  liko  '<hMih.  Tiio  f.Tlin.ir  of  .-ohl  i-  llR'n- 
v,.l.  Your  li|is  arc  liurnin-.  How  i>  your  hand."— i  old  as 
ice."   -ho  added. 

••Mad  i:irl  '."  cNchiimiMl   llaphaol. 
"Whv   that    trar':-      l-ol    mo  drink   it." 
■•<)  Paulino.   i'auliiM'.  vou  Invo  un-  far  too  much !" 
>.'|-hrrc  i-  -omcihiic^  v-rv  extraordinary  .L'oiu-  on  in  your 
,nind.   Raphael!        I  >o  not   d..simulatc.        I    sh.all    very  soon 
find  ot.t  vour  ~<.cret.      (iive  that  to  me,"  she  went  on.  taking 

the   Mau'ic  Skin.  . 

<.V„u    are    i!iy   eve,  utioucr  I"    the   youn.ir   man   exclaimed, 

jrhincin"-   in   horror  at    the  talisman. 

'■ll.uv    .lam-ed    your    voice    i>  I"    cried    Pauline,    as    she 
dropped  thr  fatal  -ymhol  of  de-tiny. 

"Po    V<iU    love    lile'r"    he   a-ked. 

"1)0  i  love  you?      is  there  any  doubt?" 

'•Then,  leave  na-;  -o  away!" 

The  poor  child  went. 

'•So-'-  crad  Raphael,  when  he  was  alone.  "Tn  an  en- 
li.,-hiened  a-c.  when  wc  iiase  found  out  lliat  diamonds  are  a 
crvstalli/.ed  form  ..f  .lian-oal.  at  a  time  when  ..vcrythin.u'  i.s 
iniulcch.ar.  when  the  police  would  hale  a  new  Me--,ah  hefore 
the  nia-n-t rates,  and  -uhmit  hi>  miracles  to  the  .\cademie  dos 

^,,i,„,  ,,„,  ,  ,„,„,.•.  si^natun^-that  I.  for-ooth.  should 
,,,|„;,,ina^ortnri/.»c.  V'^M.  r/-/.;.^/.'  No.  I,v  Teami, 
1  will  not  helicve  that  the  Supreme  Hem-  would  tako 
nlcaMirc   in  torturin.iX  a   harmk-s  creature.— l.et   u.  see  the 

leavticd   aliciut    it.  •  1 1 

P„aw.Mn   the   Halle  de-   Viu-.  with  its  eM.n^ive  assembly 
of  barrel-.  an,l   the   Salpetriere,  that  extensive  sc-nunary  ot 
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drunkrnn..ss.  hes  a  small  pon.l.  uIimI,  Raplm-I  ...nu„  nMc-hr,] 
All  sons  of  ,lu.-ks  of  rare  vari..,i,.s  ^u■v^.  ,!„-n.  .li.„.,rtin.^ 
thcnisclv,.-:  ,,H.,r  colonnl  niarkin-,  ~\u.ur  in  ,1„.  „:„  |n„.  ,1,; 
Kli>>s  m  ..athrdral  windows.  Kv.  rv  km-l  of  ,|.;rk  in  the 
wor..i  ua<  ivpn.-.nl,.,!.  <,ua,.ki^.^  ,la!,l,ln„..  ,,,,1  nrnvin.' 
"I"  "'  — '  kind  nf  parliament  ef  dueks  a->rm!,  ,.]  a.nn^t  its 
\yill.  Init  luekdvuithont  eitlH^rehartrrorpnliural  |,nnripl,.. 
iivin-^m  ••nrnph-te  nnnuniitv  fmni  .^pnrKnwn.  undrr  the 
eyes  ol  any  natiira!i-t  that  ehancrd  to  m^,.  tiiem 

"That  is  M    I  avrille."  >aid  one  of  tlie  keepers  to  Waphael. 
who  ha.l  a<is-ed  lor  that   h:idi  pri,-t  of  zonlu-v. 

The    .Mar.piis   saw   a    short,   man    hnrird    i7i 


flections,  eansed  hv 


in    profiuind    re- 


y  the  apprarai:co  of  a  ,,;,jr  of  dui-k-      The 
man   of  se.enee   was   middle-a-od:   ho   had   a    ploasint    face 
made  pleasanter  still  hy  a  kindly  expre.Mon.  l,„t  an  alworp- 
tion   in   seientilie   nk-as  en-ros.od   l,i>   whol,.   p,.,..on         i[i. 
pernke  was  stran-ely  turned  np.  hy  h.-im:  --on^tantlv   rai^od 
to  serateh   his  head:  so  that   a  line  of  whito  hair  wa<   left 
plainly   visihle,   a   witne>s    to   an   enthusia^n    for   inve<ti-.,- 
tion.   wlneh.   lik..  every  other  stron-   pa-ion.   so   withdnnvs 
"3  from  nnindan..  eoiwiderations.  that  wo  lr,>r  ;,ll  .■on~ci.,us- 
ness  of  the  -I-  within   us.      Rnphnol.  ,ho  student   and   man 
ot  seienee.  looked  respect fuHv  at  the  naturalist,  who  -levotod 
his  nights  to  enlar-m-  tl,„  ],■„,,•,,  „(  |, ,,,„,,„  knowh-d-e    and 
whoso    very    errors    rell-'cted    -lorv    upon     Frai ve  ■  '  hut     a 
8he-eo.xeomh   would    have   laugho,].   no   douht.   at    the   hn>ak 
in   continuity   Ix'tween   the   hrocehes   and    striood    waistcoat 
worn   hy  the  man  of  learning;  the  interval,   mon.nor    was 
modestly    filled    hy    a    shirt    which    had    heen    <o,widorahly 
creasod.  for  he  stooped  and  rai-^ed  himself  hv  turn<.  as  hi's 
zoolngieal  ohservations  riMpiired. 

After  the  first  interchange  of  civilities.  Raphael  thou-ht  it 
necessary  to  pay  M.  Lavrille  a  hanal  compliment  upon  Ins 
(lucks.  ' 

^^  >'()h.   w..  are  well   nfT   for  ducks."  tlie   n:,turalist    replied 
llie  grnus.   nioreovor.  a^   v.mi   ,I,,uhil,.-.   kimw.   i,  th^  most 
prolific   m    the   order   of   pahmped.s.        It    he-ins    with    the 
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swan  jiiid  ends  witli  tlic  iiii-;iii  durk.  (■niiiiiri>iii^'  in  all  «ru' 
luiiidrril  anil  iliirty--''\cn  mtv  ilistinri  varidio,  rai-li  hav- 
ing Us  own  naiuf.  liaNils,  coiiiitrv,  ami  ciiaracIiT,  :iiiil  every 
one  no  more  likc^  aiiniiier  llian  a  uiiiie  man  i>  like  a  iieirro. 
Iteallv.  >ir.  wiien  we  dine  oil'  a  dm-k.  we  l.ave  no  notion  for 
llic  most  part  of  the  \a.-t  exli'iil " 

lie    inlernipted    lum-ell'   a:-   lie   saw   a    small    pretty   duck 
come  up  to  the  surfaee  of  the  pond. 

"There    you    see    the    eravatted    swan,    a    poor    native    of 
(\Tnada  :  he  has  come  a  very  lon^r  way  to  shcnv  us  liis  iipiwii 
and  ;:rav  plumaire  and  his  little  tdaek  cravat  I     Look,  he  is 
preeniuiT  himself.     'I'iial  one  is  the   famous  eider  dr.ck  that 
provides    the    down,    the    eider-down    under    whicli    our   line 
ladies  sleep;   i>n"t    it   pretty  r        Who  would   not   adnnre  tlie 
little  jiinkisli  white  hna-t  and  the  irreen  heak?      I  have  just 
been  a  witness,  sir,"  he  went  on.  "to  a  tiiarriaixe  that  I   had 
lonjr  despaired  of  hrinirin;:  ahout :  they  have  j)aired  rather 
aus])ieiously.    and    I    shall    await    the   results    very   eajrerly. 
This  will  he  a  htindred  and  thirty-eiphth  species.  I  flatter  my- 
self, to  which.  f)erhaps,  my  name  will  he  jriven.     That  is  the 
newly  mated  pair,""  he  said,  ])ointinir  out  two  of  the  ducks; 
"one  of  them  is  a  lauirhinj:  poose  (ana.'i  albifrons),  and  the 
other  the  <:reat   whi>tlin,>r  duck.   ButTon's  (tuns  ruffiiui.        1 
have  hesitated  a  Ion;:-  while  hetween  the  whistliiii:  duck,  tht^ 
duek    with    white   eyehrows.    and    the  shoveler   dnck    (anas 
chjpeata).     Stay,   that   is   the  shoveler — that   fat.   hrownish 
black    rascal,    with    the    -rreenish    neck   and    that    coipiettish 
iridescence   on   it.     Hnt    the  whistlinir   duck   was   a   crested 
one,  sir,  and  vou  will  understand  that  I  deliberated  no  lonirer. 
We  only  lack  the  variepited  black-capped  duck  now.     These 
jrentlcmen  liere.  unam'mously  claim  that  that  variety  of  duck 
is  only  a  repetition  of  the  cur\-e-beak(Ml  teal,  hut  for  my  own 
part," — and  the  ^'■e^ture  he  made  was  W(U'th  seeiniir.     It  e\- 
pres.sed  at  once  the  modesty  and  |)ride  of  a  man  of  science; 
the  pi-idc-  fidl  nf  obstinacy,  and  tin-  modesty  vyell  tempered 
with  assurance. 

"1   don't  tliink  it  is,"  he  added.     "You  see.  my  dear  .sir, 
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tliat  we  firf  not  aiiiiisiii::  ,,|ir-c!vcs  licr(\  I  aiii  fii^'a-rd  .-ii 
tliis  riKunriit  upon  a  iiioiioL:raiili  on  the  ;:cnii>  duck,  i'.ut  1 
aiM  at  \iiur  (lisjio>al." 

W'lilc  thov  w.'iii  towards  a  rallicr  [ilo;i<ant  liou-c  iu  the 
Hue  dc  Hutr.ui.  IJajihacI  ^u!llui^(•d  the  .-kin  i(,  M.  l.avrillcV 
inspection. 

"1  know  till-  product."  said  the  tnan  (d'  science,  wlien  lie 
had  turned  Ids  ina,<:iiifvini:  i:la.-s  upmi  the  talisman.  "It 
tised  to  he  used  for  cuvcriiii:  hn\e-.  Tile  .-liaLM-eeii  is  very 
old.  They  jifcd'er  to  um'  ~kale".~  >kin  nowadays  for  niakin<: 
sheaths.  This,  as  you  are  douinh'ss  aware,  is  the  iiide  of  the 
rajd  sfp/it'ii.  a  Red  Sea  lish." 

''Hut  this.  sir.  since  you  are  so  e\eeediii>:lv  ^mod " 

"This."  the  nian  of  science  interrupteil.  as  he  rest. mod, 
"this  is  quite  another  thin.i:;  heiwcen  tlu-e  two  sha.L'reens, 
Pir.  there  is  a  ditrer-'nee  just  as  wide  as  lietween  sea  and  land! 
or  fish  and  tiesh.  The  fish's  skin  is  harder,  however,  than 
the  skin  of  the  land  animal.  Tliis."  he  said,  as  ho  indicated 
tho  talisman,  "is.  as  you  donhtless  know,  one  of  the  most 
curious  of  zoolopieal  products." 

"But   to  proceed "  said  Raphael. 

"This."  replied  the  man  of  >cience.  as  he  flung  himself 
down  into  his  armchair,  '"is  an  ass"  .-kin.  sir." 
"Yes.  I  know."  said  the  yoiin<r  man. 

"A  very  raiv  variei .  of  ass  is  found  in  Persia."  the 
naturali,<t  continued,  "the  ona^^er  <if  the  an<'ients. '*■,/«,« 
asinus.  the  l-oninn  of  tlie  Tartars;  I'alhis  went  out  there  to 
observe  it,  and  has  made  it  known  to  science.  Ter  as  a  matter 
of  faet  tlie  animal  for  a  loni--  time  wa-  iieiieved  to  be 
mythieal.  It  is  mentioned,  as  you  know,  in  Holv  Scrifiture; 
Mo,-es  forliade  that  is  should  he  coupled  with  its  own  species. 
and  th"  onapT  is  yd  mure  fatnou-  f.,r  the  prostitutions  of 
which  it  was  the  object,  and  which  are  often  mentioned  hv 
the  [irophets  of  the  Bible.  Palla<.  a-  v.ni  know  doubtless, 
states  in  !iis  ,1,/.  f'rfn.-/,.  tnuw  II..  thai  the>c  bizarre  excesses 
ure  still  devoutly  believed  in  amomr  the  I'cr-ians  and  tii(> 
Nopiis  as  a  sovereign  remedy  for  lumbairo  and  sciatic  gout. 
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We  pn,.i'   l'ari>i;iii,-  >c;incl_v  hclicsr  that.     The  Miisciim  lias 
liii  (A.niiiilf  iif  llii'  <itia,i.'(i'. 

'■W'ii.;;   a   iiia-nilin  lit   animal  I"  li-'  (■(uit  imicd.     "It   is  full 
of  inv-li'i\  ;   il-  cvc-  arc  pnividi'd   with  a   Mirt   of  huriii.-lifd 
(.■ovt  i-iii'j.    In    wliiih    tlic    ((I'iriilals    atlriliiilc    the    |iu\vff,-    of 
l',i,,.ii:-,ii,,ii  :  It    lia.-  a  i^lo^^icr  and   liinf  loat   than  oiir  liand- 
soiiii.-i  h  '!>'■:-  |ii).-,-(>>.  >tri|i('(l  with  innrc  or  ii'.-s  tawnv  liands, 
wv\    niu'h  li'.r  thf  /.('iira".->  liidi'.     Tlifiv  is  MHiirlhinir  pliant 
and  .-iliNV  ahniii    ii>  hair.  wlii(  h   is  -leek  to  the  tom-h.        its 
power-  of  siuhl   \ii-  111  iircoi-ion  and  acciiracv  ■aIiIi  lliosc  of 
man;  it    i>  ratiii-r  larLTor  than  oiir  lar,i:rst  <liMiii'-iir  d<inkc_vs, 
and  1-  po~-»>Md  >'(  cMrai'i'dmary  couraL'i'.      If  il  is  >uriirisL'd 
hv  anv  (hancc.  it  did'riid.-  it-rlf  a.i:ain<t   tiio  inoM   dan,i:iTous 
w'ild  hca.-l.-  with  roiiiarkahlc  .-nc(c-> ;  tlio  ra]tidiiy  of  its  niovo- 
nicnts  can  onlv   he  compared    with   the   lli;:ht,  of  hird.-;  an 
onapT,  sir.   would   run   tiic  host    .Nrah  or   I'cr.-ian  horses  to 
death.     Accordiii.--  to  the  father  of  tk.c  conscientious  Doctor 
Xiehnhr.  whose  recent  !o>s  we  are  dcplorin.Lr,  as  you  doubtlesa 
know,  the  ordinarv  avcra^'e  pace  of  oni;  of  these  wonderful 
creatures  would  he  M'veii  thousand  ^.jeometrio  feet  per  li(Uir. 
Our  I'wu  degenerate  race  uf  donkeys  can  <;ive  no  idea  of  the 
ass  in  his  pride  and  indefiendeiice.      He  is  active  and  spirited 
in  his  demeanor:  he  i.-  ciinninj:  and  sagacious;  there  is  grace 
about  the  ontlincs  id"  his  head:  every  movement  is  full  of  at- 
tractive   charm.        in    the    East    he    is    the    king    of    beaiits. 
Turkish  and    Persian  siiper>tition   even  credits  him   with  a 
invsterions  origin:  and  w  lien  storie,-  of  the  prowess  attributed 
to  hill!  are  told  in  Tliihei  or  in  Tartary.  the  speakers  mingle 
Solomon's  name  with  tliat  of  this  noble  animal.       A  tame 
onager,  in  short,  is  worth  an  enormous  amount:  it  is  well- 
niiih  inijiossible  to  calcli  tlieiii  among  the  mountains,  where 
thev  leap  like  roebucks,  and  seem  as  if  they  could  fly  like 
birds.     Our  myth  of  the  winged  horse,  our  Pegasus,  had  its 
oriLdn  (loubiles?  in  these  count ric-.  wh.ere  the  shepherds  could 
see   the  onager   springiiiiT    from    one    rock    to   another.        In 
Persia,  thev   breed    as-^es    for  the   saddle,   a  cm.^s   between  a 
tamed  onager  and  a  she-ass,  and  they  paint  them  red.  follow- 
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in;:  iniiui'morial  tnulinnii.  l'('rlia|>s  it  was  this  ciisto'n  thai 
^'avc  ri>c  to  our  own  |irn\(i'l).  'Siirclv  as  a  rcij  donkcv."  At 
some  j)i'ri()(i  uli.'ii  iialiiral  lii^inry  v\as  nnirli  iicirlcctrd  in 
Fraiu-c.  1  think  a  traveler  nui-t  have  lirmi^'ht  over  one  ot' 
tht'sc  strai)-c  hea.-ls  that  eiKhires  ^e^vitll(le  with  Mich  im- 
patience, lieiiie  the  ailaLic  'I'he  .-kin  tliat  you  have  hiiii 
before  me  is  the  skin  of  an  unairer.  ()i)ini.)ns  ditler  as  to 
tlie  ori^rin  of  the  name.  Sume  claim  that  ('Inii/ri  is  a 
Turkisli  word;  other.-  in-isi  that  ('h'hjri  must  he  the  name 
of  the  place  wiiere  this  animal  prochict  underwent  the 
chemical  ju-ocess  of  preparation  -o  clearly  diserihed  hy 
Pallas,  to  wliieh  the  peculiar  urainin;:  thai  \w  aihnire  is 
d'.ie;  Martellens  lia.;  written  to  me  .-ayiu;:  that  Cln'iui/n  is  a 
river "' 

"I  thank  yon,  sir,  for  tlie  information  that  you  have  i,'iven 
me;  it  would  furnish  an  adiuirahle  footnote  for  -ome  Dom 
Calmet  or  other,  if  such  erudite  hermits  yet  exist  :  hut  I  have 
had  the  lionor  of  poiiitinj:-  out  to  you  that  this  -crap  was  in 
the  tirst  instance  (piite  as  lar.LM'  a<  that  maj..""  said  Raphael, 
indieatinsx  an  open  atlas  to  I.avrille;  "but  it  has  shrunk 
visibly  in  tliret-  months"  time — — " 

"Quite  so,"  said  tlie  man  of  science.  "I  nnderstami. 
The  remains  id  any  suii-taiice  jirimarily  or^Mnic  are 
naturally  subject  to  a  process  of  decav.  It  is  (piite  easv  to 
understand,  and  its  [iron-ress  dep.'nds  u|ion  atiiio<[ilierical 
eonditions.  Kven  metals  contract  and  expand  a[)preciablv. 
for  en^nneers  have  remarked  -<imewhat  con>iderai>le  intcr- 
stiees  between  <:reat  Idocks  of  -toiii'  oriuiiialh  clamped  to- 
frether  with  iron  bars.  The  flejil  ..f  -eieuce  i,-  boumllc".  but 
human  life  is  v(>ry  short,  so  that  ue  do  not  claim  to  bi'  ac- 
quainteil  with  all  the  phenomena  of  nature." 

''I'ardon  the  (piestion  that  I  ;im  about  to  ,i-k  vou.  sir." 
Ka[ihael  bcLran.  half  embarrassed,  "but  are  you  <piite  <ure  that 
this  piece  of  skin  i.-  subject  to  the  ordinary  laws  of  /oology. 
and  that   i-^  can  lie  stretched?" 

"('ertainly oh.    both.'r! "    muttereil     M.     Lavrille. 

try-in^'  to  stretch  the  talisman.     "Hut   if  you,  sir,  will  ^'o  to 
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sec  riandictlc."'  In^  ;i(l(l.'<l.  "i1h'  (•.■u-hratcil  |)iof<-~,-or  of 
mechiiiiics  111'  will  icrtaiiilv  .liMuvcr  -omc  ii.ciliud  ui  jicting 
Hlion  tlii>  >kin.  of  >(ii'lriiiii,Lr  and  cxiiaiuliii.ir  it." 

"All,  >ir.  \<>\\  iiri'  till'  pft-tTviT  lit"  my  liff,"  and  Ifajjliaol 
look  leave  of  the  if'arued  naturalist  and  liurrie<l  olT  to 
I'laneliette.  leaNiiiLT  the  wnrtliy  Lavrille  in  liis  -iiidy,  all 
anion;.'  the  hotlles  and  dried   [.hints  that   lllled   it  up. 

QuUe  iineonMiMUsly  Kaiihael  lirmi^dtt  away  witii  him  from 
this  visit,  all  of  science  that  man  can  j^'rasp,  a  teriuiiioloiry 
to  wit.  Laxrille.  tlir  wortliy  man,  was  very  much  like 
Sanelio  Tan/.a  .u'ivin-,'  to  Don  (,)ui.\ote  the  lii>tor.\  of  the 
(Toats;  he  wa.s  entertaining  himself  l)y  making  out  a  list  of 
animals  and  ticking  them  olf.  Kveii  now  that  his  life  was 
Hearing  its  end.  he  was  scarci'ly  ar(|uainted  uith  a  mere  frac- 
tion of  the  countless  numbers  of  the  great  trilies  tiiat  (iod  lias 
scattered,  for  some  unknown  end,  throughout  the  ocean  of 

worlds. 

Raphael  was  well  jileaped.  "I  shall  kee[)  my  ;iss  well  in 
hand,"  cried  he.  Sterne  had  said  before  his  day,  '"Let  us 
take  care  of  our  ass,  if  we  wish  to  live  to  old  age."  But  it 
is  such  a  fantastic  brute! 

Planchette  was  a  tall,  thin  man.  a  poet  of  a  surety,  lost  in 
one  continual  thought,  and  alway>  emj)loyed  in  gazing  into 
the  bottomless  abyss  of  .Motion.      Commonpl.ice  mimls  accuse 
these  loftv  intellects  of  madness;  they  form  a  misinterpreted 
race  apart  that  lives  in  a  wonderful  careli'ssnis-  of  luxuries 
or  other  peopled  notions.     They  will  spend  whole  days  at  a 
stretch,   smoking  a   cigar   that    has  gone  out.   and   enter   a 
drawing-room   with   the   liuttons   on   their  garments   not   in 
every  i^ise  formally  wedded  to  the  i)Utton-holes.     Some  day 
or  other,  after  a  litng  time  <pent   in  measuring  space,  or  in 
accumulating   Xs  under   Aa-dg.   they   succeed   in  analyzing 
some  natural  law.  and  rex'lve  it  into  its  elemental  principles, 
and  all  on  a  sudden  the  crowd  gapes  at  a  new  machine;  or 
it  is  a  handcart  ]K-rhaps  that  overwhelms  us  with  astonish- 
ment bv  the  aiit  simplicity  of  its  construction.     The  modest 
man  of  science  smiles  at  his  admirers,  and  remarks,  "What 
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is  that  invention  of  miiic:-  Nutliiiis:  whaicvir.  .Nf.m  cm- 
not  crcat.'  a  force:  he  ran  hut  direct  it;  and  -ciciice  consists 
in  ieaniini:  from  nature." 

'I'll..  inechaiiiciaM  was  standmi:  holi  upriLrht.  phinted  on 
hoth  feet,  like  s^rnc  victim  dropprd  straiL.-'ht  from  the  <rihhet. 
when  liapliael  hroke  m  ufion  hini.  lie  was  intentiv 
watehin;:  an  airatt  hall  that  rolled  over  a  siin-dial.  and 
awaited  its  final  settleineni.  '{'he  wortliv  man  had  re- 
ceived neither  pension  nor  decoration;  he  had  not  known 
how  to  make  the  rijrhi  nse  of  his  al>ility  for  calculation.  He 
was  happy  in  his  lif(>  spent  on  the  watch  for  a  discovery;  ho 
had  no  thou<:ht  either  of  n^piiiation.  of  the  outer  world, 
nor  even  of  himself,  and  led  the  life  (>{  science  for  the  sake  of 
science. 

"It  is  inexplieahle,"  he  e\elaini.>d.  "Ah,  your  servant, 
sir,"  he  went  on,  fM'comini,'  aware  of  Haphaers  existence. 
"How  is  your  mother?     You  must  ^o  and  see  my  wife." 

"And  I  al.<o  couhi  have  lived  thus,"  thouL'hr  Raphael,  as  he 
recalled  the  learned  man  from  his  meditations  hv  asking' 
of  him  how-  to  produce  any  etfect  on  the  talisman,  which  he 
placed  hefore  him. 

"Although  my  credulity  must  amuse  you,  sir,"  so  the  Mar- 
quis ended,  "1  will  conceal  not  him/  from  you.  Tl;at  skin 
seems  to  me  to  he  endowed  with  j;n  insuperahlo  power  of 
resistance." 

"People  of  fashion,  sir.  always  treat  science  rather 
superciliously."  said  Planchette.  "They  all  talk  lo  us  i)rettv 
much  as  the  inrroi/oblc  did  when  he  hrou-lit  S(,me  hulies  to 
see  Lalande  just  after  an  eclip.se.  and  remarked,  'He  so  ;,'ood 
as  to  hejjfin  it  over  a-rain  !"  What  efTect  do  you  want  to  "pro- 
duce? The  ol)ject  of  the  science  of  mechanics  is  either  the 
application  or  the  neutralization  of  the  laws  of  motion.  As 
for  motion  pure  an<l  simjilc.  I  tell  you  humhly.  that  we  ean- 
not  possihlv  define  it.  That  disposed  of.  unvarying' 
phenomena  have  hccn  ohserved  which  aeconi[)any  the  actions 
of  solids  an<l  fluids.  If  wc  set  up  tlie  conditioix  hv  which 
these  phenomena  are  hrou-ht  to  pa^s,  we  can  transport  bodies 
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or  cDnumiiiKMif  I'^cniiiMtivi-  iinw.r  to  tli'iii  at  ii  i>rcilotor- 
iiiiricii  ratf  dI'  -[""i.  Wi'  ciin  pniji-rt  iln-in.  (li\ul''  lli'-iii 
up  III  a  IVu  <ir  an  inliiiitf  Tuiiiilirr  of  iiicci-.  aci  Mi'liiiuiy  as 
we  liicak  th'Mi  (>[■  '-M-inil  ll^'iii  ti.  pnu,l,  r;  \\r  can  lui-t  Ixwlirs 
or  inakr  tlicin  ruinir.  inndil'y.  cuMipiv--.  .•\|ian<l.  '-r  rMcnd 
thciii.     Till'  whiil''  MiiMi.'.  HP.  IV-!-  ii|"iii  a  -in-lf  !'ari. 

'•Villi   -(V  llii>   liall."   Iir  wcnl   un  ;  ••Ihtc   it    lu-  iijm.ii  this 
8la'..      Nou.   il    i.-  nv.T   th'iv.      Wliiil    nainr  .-hall    "-■   -i^'   1" 
whal    has   taken    [tlaci',  >n   iiiiturai    I'riun   a   |.h,\>i.;il    |>nint   nf 
view.   >o   ;iiiia/.in,ir    fmni    a    ninnil':'     M.iv.ni'iit.    lixiiiiuition. 
chiuiirin--   nl'    |.lace'     Whal    prudij^iuu.-    vanity    lurk,-    undcr- 
noath  thi'  uords.      I  »"<•-  a  name  solve  the  dillieiilly  !•"      ^  et  it 
is  the  wliole  of  oiir  srieiue  I'ur  all  that.     <  >ur  ma.hiiies  either 
make  duvet   iwe  of  ihi-  aireney.  thi-  fad,  or  they  ecinvert   it. 
This  tritlin.L'    idieiKmienon.   applied   to   larL'c   masses,   would 
send  I'ari-  Ihin-.     We  eaii  increase  speed  hy  an  •■.xpenditnro 
of   force,   and    au.-nienl    the    force   hy    an    in<rea-e  of  s|)e<'d. 
Hm  what  are  ^peed  ami   fonv?     Our  >eien(e  is  as  powerless 
to  tell   us  that   a>  to  create   motion.      .\ny   movement    wluit- 
cver  is  an  imnicn-e  power,  and  man  does  not  <'reate  power 
of  anv   kind,      l-'.verythini:  is  movement,  thoiurlit   itself  is  a 
movement,    upon    movement    nature    i-   i>ased.        Death    is  a 
movement    whose   limitations  are   little   known.     If   <lod    is 
eternal,  he  sure  thai    lie  move-  perpetually:  i)erha|>-  (o.d  is 
movement.     Thai    is   why    movemi'iit.  like  tlod.  is   incxplio- 
able,  unfathomahle,  unlimited,  ineomprehensihle,  inianj.ni)lo. 
Who  has  ever  touched,   compreheiideil,  or   mear^ured   move- 
ment':'      We   feel   its  effects  wilhotii   .-eeiiii:  it:  we  can  even 
deny    them    as    we    can    deny    the    e.\isienee    of    a     (!od. 
Where    is    it?        Where    is     it     not?        Whence    comes    it? 
What    is    its    souri'c?       What    is    its    end?       I.    surrounds 
us,     it    intrudes     upon     us,    and    yet     escapes     us.        It    is 
evident    as    a    fact,    oh>eure    as    an    ahstractiMii:    it    is    at 
once  effect   ai>      cau>e.       It    rcjuin-^   -paiv,  c\cn  as  we,  and 
what   is  space?      M<.\eiiient    alone   nralls   it    to   n<;   without 
movement,  space  is  Imt   an  emi)ty  meanin-l.ss  word,      l-ike 
space,   like  creation,   like   the   iniinite,   movement   is   an   in- 
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snIiiMo  problem  which  cnrifoiitKN  hnniaii  r.'iisnri ;  iiimii  will 
ncvur  coiifcivi-  it,  wliiitrv.r  .■!..■  Iw  mav  l.c  p.Trmii.ii  lo  mii- 
ccivi'. 

"Mcluccn  each   [idiiit    in   >]v.u<'  ncciipicd   in   suci-.-ion   iir 

that   l»al!,"'  cnniiniicd  thr  man  uf  ■.■i.-n, .-.  "thnv  i-  an  abyss 

ronfroiiiinu'  hiniian  nM>un.  an  ahys-  into  uIikIi   i'a-cal   tVll. 

Fn  onirr  to  pfMhicc  any  .trrct   ii|>,.ri  an  iinkiinun  ,Mil)>ian(v. 

wv    on^rht    fir>t    .,1'    all    to    stmly    that    siil.>t.in(r ;    to    kimw 

whi'thiT.  in  arc.inlanrc  with  its  naiiiiv.  it  will  he  hrokm  l,y 

the  forcr  (if  a   liluw.  or  ulii-thcr  it   will   with^laini   it;   it'  it 

breaks  in  jjirccs.  and  you  have  no  wi.-h  to  split  it  up.  we  shall 

not  a<'liicvc  tlio  end  |)roiiosed.      If  you  want  to  .•uni[.n'ss  it,  a 

nniforiM  iinpulsc  must  he  coiniminicat.'d  to  all  ihf  parliflcs 

of  the  suhstaiicr.  s,,  a>  to  dimmish  the  interval  that  separates 

them   in  an  .cpial  de;,qvc.        If  you   wish   to  .'xpaiid    it,  wr 

should   try   to  hrin;:  a   uniform   (V(vntrie   forer   to   h.ar  on 

every    nioh'culo;    for    unlc.-s    we   conforin    aeciiraiely    to    thi> 

hiw.   we  siiali   have  lireaches   in   continuity.     The   modes  of 

motion,  sir.  are  infinite,  and  no  limit  exists  to  eonihinations 

of  moveriH'nt.       I'pon  what  eflVet  have  you  determined  ?" 

"f  want  any  kind  of  pn-ssure  that  is  strong  enou^di  to 
expand  tiie  skin  indefinitely,"  be-an  Haphaei,  .piite  out  of 
patienee. 

"Sul)stanco  is  finite,"  the  mathematician  put  in,  "and 
therefore  will  not  admit  of  indefinite  expansion,  hut 
pressure  will  necessarily  increase  the  extent  of  surface  at  the 
expense  of  the  thickness,  whicii  will  be  diminished  until  the 
point  is  reached  when  the  materiil  ^rives  out " 

"Bring  about  that  result,  sir,"  Raphael  cried,  "and  vou 
will  have  earned  millions." 

'"Then  I  should  rob  you  of  your  money,"  n^plied  the  other, 
plii<',i:matie  as  a  Dutchman.  "I  am  ,i:oin<,'  to  show  you.  in  a 
word  or  two,  that  a  machine  can  be  made  that  is  fit'  to  crush 
Providence  itself  in  [)ieces  like  a  My.  It  would  reduce  a 
man  to  llie  conditions  of  a  piive  of  waste  paper;  a  man  - 
boots   and    spurs,   hat   and   cravat,   trinkets   and   goM,   and 
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"In-ic.i.l  n(  lliii-iiiu'  til'  if  \>r.\\<  into  ilio  \vaf'>r.  tlw  Pliinose 
ouirli'  1"  iniik'-  tluMi  .i-i'fiil  ill  ihi-  \' av."  tlif  iii.iii  "I'  r-rinicc 
svciii   "11.  witliniii    fi'tli  i-iitiL'  nil  till'   n'i:anl   in.iii  li:i>   for  his 

(,)uil.'  ali-MflMil  liv  ]\\<  \(\<-.\.  riiirvlK'ttf  tui.k  an  .'inpty 
tlnuiT-piii.  Willi  a  ]\>i\''  in  ilif  Im.ii(iiii.  aii<l  put  it  <iii  tl.f  stir- 
f;ii.'  .it'  iIm'  ilial,  tlun  lif  wi'iil  to  look  for  a  littlo  clay  in  a 
ciuncr  nf  tlir  '.:anir!i.  U'aphail  -tood  spflllHiiiii-1.  like  a  fliild 
ti)  wliuiii  hi-  nur-r  i-  tfllin'i  soim-  uonilirfii!  story. 
I'laiiilitltr  pi!t  tlir  i-lav  iloun  iipiiM  iho  >lali.  ilrcw  a  pninin^'- 

klllfr    flolii    hi-    pnrkrt.    <ilt     tUO    hrailrllCS    frntll    all    ohltT    Iri'C, 

anil  h'-aii  \'<  than  tlnin  "f  pnii  hy  i)lo\viiig  throii>,'h  them, 
as  if  K'apliai'l  hail  iioi  Ikcii  pr<~i'nt. 

"'rh.Tc  aiv  the  rndiniriit-  nf  tlio  apparatiH,"  ho  said. 
Then  hi'  (oniiccttMl  on.  of  tin-  Wdodcn  pij..'-  with  the  hnttniii 
of  the  llo\v(T-pot  hy  a  clay  joint,  in  surh  a  way  that  the 
in. .nth  ..f  th.'  <'iI(T  st.'iii  was  just  uikI.t  tho  hole  of  the 
tlow.T-pot  :  v.>u  iniL'ht  have  conifiarcd  it  to  a  hit:  toharoo- 
jtiiu'.  He  spread  a  hcd  of  clay  over  tho  -iirfacc  of  the  slal), 
in  a  stio\i'l--hapfd  ina-.  set  down  tlic  tlowcr-pot  at  th.; 
wider  .  nd  of  it.  iiml  laid  the  pip*'  of  th<-  I'Idcr  st<'ni  alonjr 
the  p..rti.m  whi.'h  rrprcsmtcd  tlic  hanrlli'  of  the  shovel. 
X,.xi  1„.  put  a  lump  of  clay  at  th(>  end  nf  the  elder  stem 
and  therein  planie.l  ih.-  other  pipe,  in  an  npri>rht  position, 
fiirniiiiir  a  second  elhow  which  connected  it  with  tho  first 
liorizontal  pipi'  in  such  a  manner  that  tlie  air.  or  any  driven 
fluid  in  circulation,  e.iuhl  tlow  thronirh  tl'.is  imjirovised  piore 
of  mechanism  from  the  ncnth  nf  the  vertical  tnhe.  alon.i:  the 
intermediate  i)assa;ros.  and  so  into  the  larire  empty  flower- 
pot. 

"This  apparatus,  sir."  ho  said  to  T^npha^l.  with  all  the 
trravitv  of  an  academieian  pmnonnoinir  hi-^  initiatory  dis- 
course, "i-  one  of  tlic  irroat  Pascal's  jTrandest  claims  upon 
our  a.lmiratior..'" 

"I   .hin't    um'erstand." 

Th     man  of   -cicnce  smiled.      lie  went  up  to  a   fniit-tree 
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and  tonU  (Inwri  a  lift!.'  |.lii;il  mi  mIh,  h  tho  dniirTi.t  h.i.l  r.  nt 

f'"li    -'''H''    ll'|tll'i     tor    I  ,-ltcillll;:    am-:    1;.-    I.Ink,-    ..|1'    l!i..    I„,I|,,||, 

an. I    111. nil-   a    fuin  .1    i,(   tlif    lu|.,   .aivfiillv    liiiinj    n    i,,    th,. 

rnnlitll    of    ill.'    VrMiial    i|o!l..\»...|    -Will    ilia!     hr    li:i,|    -,■!     in    lilf 

(lav.  ami  at  the  (Pii|Hi-iif  crnl  to  \\i<>  >:nal  tr-irxdir.  n  [u'c- 
sctiti'd  liy  tlir  llnv,ir-|M)!.  \i\i.  In  (III  an-  nf  a  \iaicTiiiu'- 
pot.  lu'  pMiind  ill  Milliiiriil  u:i|.  r  i,.  n~<-  lo  iii.'  -ariic  \i  \,\  m 
the  lar.L'c  \rv-i'i  ami  in  tli"'  tiny  .  miliar  I'iiiuk'!  al  liic  rn,] 
of  the  tldtT  xtciii. 

Ra|iliac|  was  thiiikiiij.'  nf  hi-  [ijccc  of  -km. 

'•Wat.T  is  <oTi-i(|iTril  i.i-,|;iy.  -ir.  lo  !„■  an  iii.(Hii|)r.-siliI,' 
iiody."  saiil  the  tmcliaiiirian ;  "nrMr  h,,,.  -mlii  ,,!'  that 
fiimlaiih'iitiil  [iriiiciplc;  .-till  it  «an  !..•  .•oni|iiv--,-,|.  ilmii-h 
only  Ml  wry  >li^'liily  that  ur  -hoiii.I  r.-aid  \\<  fanilH  f,,r 
fontrai'tiiiLT  as  a  zero.  'S'oii  .-.c  Mi.,  anion  in  of  -urfatc  prc- 
sontcd  l)\  th(   sviittT  at  tht'  hrini  of  tho  lloucr-iiot '"' 

"Yos,  sir." 

"Wtv  pood;  now  sii[)[ios('  that  that  siirfaco  is  a  thousand 
times  larger  than  the  oriiic'  of  the  rhKr  >ifin  throu^di 
wliich  I  poured  the  liquid.  Here,  1  am  taking  the  funnel 
awav " 

"Granted." 

''Well.  then,  if  hy  any  method  whativer  I  irurrase  the 
volnnie  of  that  (|iiaiility  of  uator  \<y  poiiriiiL'  in  yet  more 
througli  the  month  of  the  liltio  inl,r:  thr  uairr  tJiiis  coni- 
pellcd  to  flow  downuards  would  ri-r  m  I'l,-  rrM'r\oir.  repre 
sented  hy  tin-  llowur-jiot,  until  it  reached  the  .-aiiic  level  at 
either  end." 

"That  i.<  (juite  clear."  cried  Raphael. 

"P>ut  there  is  this  ditTereiice."  the  other  wnt  on.     ".Suf)- 
po?e  that  the   thin   column   of   water   poinvd    inl>  the   little 
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weight,  for  instance,  it^  a.-tion  will  !,e  punetnallv  coinmiini- 
cated  to  the  great  hody  of  the  li.|iiid.  and  will  lie  tmns- 
mitted  to  every  part  of  the  surface  reprv-cin.d  hv  il,..  u;,|er 
in  tee  i1ower-i)ot  so  that  at  the  surface  there  will  he  a 
thousand  eolumns  of  water,  every  otie  pressing  upwards  jts 
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if  thoy  wore  impcll.'.l  \<\  ;i  fnn-c  rM|,inl  In  that  wliich  ronipols 
tho  liquid  to  .lr-^.-..ii,l  in  llir  wrticiil  tul.c:  .■ind  nf  niMv-sity 
thcv  ivpr.wln.c  li.'iv."  said  IMaiiciicttc,  indii-atiti-  to 
Ra]i!iacl  iIk'  \"V  "f  tlic  llowcr-pnt.  "tlic  force  inIr.Hluc<'(l 
over  there,  n  thonsand-tuM."  and  the  man  of  seienee 
pointed  out  to  the  nianpii-  the  upright  wooden  pipe  .set  in 
the  ohiy. 

"'I'iiat  is  ipiite  siinph',*"  said  Uapliaeh 

PlaiH-hette  .-iniled  aL^ain. 

"In   otiier  word.-."  he  went   on.  with  tho  matheinatieian's 

natnral  stiihhorn  iirop''ii^i'y  f'""  '"-i''-  "'"  "^'^''^  *"  '"''"''^^  ^'"' 
foree  of  tlie  iiKoniiTi-  water,  it  wouhl  he  nee.ssary  to  exert, 
upon  everv  part  of  tlie  hirge  surfaee.  a  foree  e<pial  t(.  tliat 
brouglit  into  aetion  in  the  vertical  cohinin,  hut  with  this 
difference— if  the  column  of  liquid  is  a  foot  in  heiizht.  the 
thousand  little  columns  of  tli.-  wide  surface  will  only  have  a 
very  slitrht  elevating  power. 

"Now."  ^aid   IManchette.  as  he  gave  a  fillip  to  his  hits  of 
Ptiek.   "let   us   replace   Ihi-^     funny   little  ajjparatus   hy   steel 
tubes  of  suitable  strength  and  dimensions:  and  if  you  cover 
the  liquid  -;urfa<e  of  the  re<i'rvoir  with  a  slmmr  sliding  i>late 
of  m(>tal.  and  if  to  llii-  in.'ta!  jilate  you  oppo>c  another,  solid 
enough   and   strong  enough   to   re>i-^i   any   te-t  :   if.  further- 
mortC  ynu  give  me  tlu'  ])ower  of  continually  adding  water  to 
the  volume  of  liiinid  content-  l.y  means  of  th.e  little  vertical 
tube,    the   object    fl.xed    between    tlie   tw,,    s;,lid    metal    platis 
must   of  necessity   yield    to   the   tremen<lou-:   (ru-^liing    force 
which  indefinitelv  cnnipres>es  it.     The  mctlm,!  ,,f  <ontinually 
pourin-  in  water  tlirouudi  a  little  tube,  like  the  manner  of 
eomnninicntin--   force  throuiih   the   vdliim.^  nf  the  li(piid   to 
a  small    metal    [date,   is   an    ab-^urdlv    primitive   mechanical 
device.     .\  bnice  of  j.i^lons  and  a   few  valves  would  do  it  all. 
Do   ynu   perceive,   my    d.'ar   -ir.""   he   <aid.   taking    Valentin 
by  the  arm.  "there  i"'  ^can-lv  a  -ubstanc.'  in  .xistence  that 
wniild  not  be  compelled  lo  dilate  when  fixed  in  between  these 
two  indefinitelv   re^i-^lin;'  -urlacesV 

"What'    i!<e    .inlbor   nf  the    Lcllrcs   ijrijriniuili:'<    iuveuted 
it?"  T^ipbae!  exclaimetl 
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"ITo  and  no  other,  .sir.  The  scicnct'  of  rnrohiinic  ^  know- 
no  sinipicr  nnr  more  beautiful  contrivancf.  The  (>ii|)usiii' 
principle,  tlio  capacity  of  c\]iaii.~ioii  possc.'^scd  In  water,  ha.- 
broujrht  the  steani-en^qiic  into  hein;:,  liut  water  will  only 
e.xpand  up  to  a  certain  point,  while  it.-<  ineoiiipre.^sibilitv. 
k'inj,'  a  force  in  a  manner  neifaiive,  is,  of  neces.sily, 
intinite." 

"If  this  skin  is  expander]. "'  said  Uaphacl.  '"T  promise  you 
to  erect  a  colossal  statui'  t()  I^laise  I'a.-cal:  to  found  a  prize 
of  a  hundred  thousand  francs  to  be  offered  everv  ten  years 
for  the  solution  of  the  ;:randest  jiroblem  of  mechauici! 
scienci'  elfected  durimr  the  interval:  to  find  dowries  for  all 
your  cousins  and  se<'ond  cousins,  and  linally  t(,  build  an 
asylum  on  purpose  for  impoverished  or  insane  mathe- 
maticians." 

"That  would  he  exeeedin<r]y  useful,"  I'lanehette  replied. 
"We  will  go  to  Spicirhaiter  to-morrow,  sir,"  he  oontiniii'fl, 
with  the  serenity  of  a  man  livin.i:  (,n  a  plane  wholly  intel- 
leetu.il.  "That  distinguished  meebanic  has  just  completec], 
after  my  own  designs,  an  improved  mechanical  arrantreineiit 
by  which  a  cliild  could  get  a  thousand  trusses  of  hay  inside 
his  cap." 

Then  good-hye  till  to-morrow." 
Til!   to-morrow,  sir." 

'Talk  of  mechanics  I"  cried  Raphael;  "isn't  it  the  great- 
est of  the  sciences?  The  other  fellow  with  his  onager-. 
classifications,  ducks,  and  species,  and  bis  pliials  full  of 
bottled  monstrosities,  is  at  best  only  fit  for  a  billiard-marker 
in  a  saloon." 

The  ne.vt  morning  T?a])hael  went  off  in  great  spirits  to  fitul 
Planci;ette.  and  together  they  set  out  for  the  K'ur  de  la 
Santc — aus|)icious  appellaticui  !  .\rrived  at  .Spii'trbalUT's. 
the  young  man  found  biniself  in  a  va<t  fnimdrv;  liis  eves 
lighted  upon  a  multitude  of  glowing  ami  i-oariiiir  furnaces. 
There  was  a  storm  of  .sparks,  a  diduge  of  nails,  an  ocean  of 
pistons,  vises,  levers,  valves,  girders,  fil.s,  inuj  nuts:  a  sea 
of  melted  metal,  baulks  of  timln'r  and  bar-steel.     Intii  tilings 
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fillc;!  v^iiir  tlirnal.  'Hhtc  \\;i-  irnii  in  tlir  atiin-j.Iirrc-.  tlio 
iiu'ii  wciv  ciiNcivil  with  il  :  .■vfryihini:  risked  of  ir'in.  'i'lic 
iron  st'i  !iif(l  \<<  lif  a  !iviii;r  (ir^raiiisin  :  it  hfcaiin'  a  iltiiii. 
iiiovcil.  ami  M-ciiii'<I  1(1  -hayic  itself  iiitclliucntly  al'icr  every 
fasliidii.  In  nliey  tile  worker's  ivrrv  caiiricf.  'i'hruiiL'h  tln'  uj)- 
roar  mail.'  \>\  \\u-  lidlows,  iho  rrocriulo  of  the  falliiiLT  iiaui- 
iiier-.and  lli<'  slirill  ~ouii(l>  nf  ihr  latlu-  that  drou'  -ruans  from 
the  sicol,  Kai>hao!  jia-id  iiilo  a  lariii ,  clean,  and  ,iirv  jiiace 
where  lie  was  ahle  to  in-)M'<-t  at  hi-  leisure  the  -reat  pre-- 
that  I'l.inehette  had  told  him  aliout.  lie  admired  tlie  cast- 
iron  hcams.  as  one  mi^rht  call  I  hem.  and  the  twin  hars  of 
eteel  coupled  idiri-tlier  with  mde-iructihlc  Ixdts. 

"If  you    were   to   '/\\^^'  seven    rapid   turns   to   that   crank."' 
said  Spieirlialter.  jioinlinir  out  a  lieam  nf  polisheil  steel,  "you 
would  make  a  -^teel  har  >purl  <uit   in  thousantls  of  jols,  that 
would  fret   into  your  let:>  like  needles."' 
"The  deuce!'"  exclaimed   K'aphael. 

Planehette  himself  clipped  the  piec-  of  <k\n  hetween  the 
metal  plates  of  the  all-p'iwerful  pre-,-;  and,  hrimful  of  the 
certaintv  of  a  scieiititie  conviction,  lie  worked  the  crank 
onerirelically. 

"Lie  ilai.'all  of  ViMi  .  we  are  dead  men  I"  thundered  Spie.i,'- 
halter.  as  he  him-elf  fell  pmne  on  the  thior. 

A  hideous  shriekiiiLT  -ound  raiiL'  ihntmrh  the  workshops. 
The  water  in  the  machine  hail  hrokiMi  the  chamher.  and  now 
spouted  out  in  a  jet  nf  incalculai)!e  t'orce ;  luckily  it  went 
in  the  dirct-tion  of  an  old  furnace,  which  was  overthrown. 
knocked  t(»  in(>ces.  and  twi-ted  like  a  honsi'  that  lia.s  heen 
onvclopi  d  and  carried  away  hy  a  waterspout. 

"Ha!"  retnarked  I'lanchette  serenely,  "the  pirce  of  -kin 
is  as  ^afe  and  sound  as  my  eye.     Then'  was  a  Haw  in  your 

re-ervoir  -omewhere.  or  a  crevice  in  the  larire  tuhe '" 

"\o.  no:  I  know  my  reservoir.  The  devil  is  in  your  con- 
trivance, sir:  von  caTi  take  it  awav."  and  the  (ierman  pounced 
upon  a  -mitir-  liaminer.  flnnLT  t!i.>  <kin  dov,  n  on  an  anvil, 
and.  with  all  the  <irent:th  that  ra-re  Lnves.  dealt  tl;e  talisman 
til,,  n  ,,-1  f.M-midahle  Idow  that  had  ever  lesounded  through 
his    "aol"k;diOp5. 
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"There  is  not  so  nnuli  ii>  a  mark  on  it  !"'  said  I'laii<lic{t(>, 
stroking  tiic  perverse  l)it  of  >kiii. 

The  workmen  liiirrieil  in.  'I'lie  fdreinan  tonk  tlie  skin  ami 
l)iirie(l  it  in  the  ^'lowim:  coal  >>f  a  fnri:e.  while,  in  a  semi- 
circle nmml  the  fire,  they  all  awaited  the  aelinn  ,,{  a  hiiLTi' 
pair  ot"  he!l(.u>.  K'aiihael.  Spieirlialler.  ami  I'rofesM.r 
Planchelte  stood  in  the  mid>t  of  the  izrimv  expeetant  crowd. 
Hajjliael.  looking''  round  on  l'aee>  dii-ted  over  niiii  iron 
filings,  -.vhite  eyes.  gn'a.<y  idackened  clothiiii:.  and  liair\ 
chests,  could  have  fancied  himself  tian-fuirted  into  the  wild 
nocturnal  world  of  (iernian  liallad  poetry,  .\ftcr  tlie  skin 
had  been  in  the  fire  for  ten  nunute.-,  the  forenuui  j>ulled  it 
out  with  a  pair  of  j)in(ers. 

"Hand  it  over  to  nie."  said  Raphael. 

T'ie  foreman  lield  it  out  hy  way  of  a  joke.  The  Manpiis 
readily  handled  it;  it  was  cool  and  tle.xihle  hetween  his 
fingers.  .\n  exclamation  of  alarm  went  np;  thi'  workmen 
fled  in  terror.  Valentin  was  left  alone  with  Planchette  in 
the  empty  workshoj). 

"Tliere  is  certainly  something  infernal  in  the  thing!"  cried 
Raphael,  in  (lesi)eration.  "Is  no  human  power  al)le  to  give 
me  one  day  more  of  existence?" 

"I  made  a  nnstake.  sir."  said  the  niatliematician.  with  a 
penitent  ex'pression  :  "we  ought  to  have  .-uhjeeted  that  pe- 
culiar skin  to  the  action  of  a  rolling  machine.  Where  could 
my  eyes  have  heen  wlieii  I  siiggesiecl  i-onipre,-sion  !" 
"It  was  I  that  asked  for  it."  IJaphael  atisnered. 
The  mathematician  hi'aved  a  sigh  of  relief,  like  a  culprit 
acfpiitted  hy  a  dozen  j\iror-.  Still,  th"  -tranire  problem 
afTorded  hy  the  skin  interested  him;  he  meditated  a  moment. 
and  then  remarked : 

"This  unknown  material  ought  to  lie  treated  <-hemicaIlv  hv 
re-agents.  Let  us  c;ill  on  daphi't— perhaps  llie  chemist  ma-. 
have  better  luck  than  the  mechanic." 

Valentin  urged  his  horse  into  a  raiud  trot,  hopinir  [,,  fi,,,] 
the  chemist,  the  celehral' d  ./apliet.  in  hi-  lahoratorv. 

'■itl'J'  -latihe:    in   his 
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"(!nno  to  slcc|..     Xolhm/  new  at  all.    Tlu'  AcndtMiiic,  how 
ever,   has   rf(  iii:iiiz((l    ihi-  existence  <>f  ^alieine.   l)\ii    saliciiie, 
asparajriiie.  vaiu|n.liiie.  and  diLMtaliije  are  nol   reallv  di-cov- 

ories " 

"Since  voii  cannot  invent  -\disianee~."  said  Haphaol,  "y. 
arc  oiilif:ed  to  fail  iiack  on  invent ini;  names." 
"Most  (  inphatically  tnie,  yount:  man." 

"Here.""  -aid  I'lanchette.  addressinir  the  chomist.  "try  to 
analvze  this  compd-iiion :  if  yon  can  extract  any  element 
whatever  fnuri  ii.  I  clirisieii  it  ilinhollnp  liefi)reliand.  for  we 
have  just  sma~lied  a  hydraulic  press  in  tryin^^  to  compress  it." 
"Let's  see!  let's  have  a  look  at  it!"  cried  the  delighted 
chemist;  "it  may.  perhaps.  Ik'  a  fresh  element." 

"It  is  simply  a  piece  of  the  skin  of  an  ass,  sir,"  said 
Raphael. 

"Sir  I"  said  the  illustrious  chemist  sternly. 
"1  am  not  jokinfr."  the  Manpiis  answered,  laying  the  piece 
of  skin  hefore  him. 

Baron  .laphet  applied  the  nervous  fibres  of  his  tongue  to 
the  skin:  he  had  skill  in  thus  detecting  salts,  acids,  alkalis, 
and  gases.     .After  several  expc-imenis.  he  remarked: 

"No  taste  whatever!  Coiue,  we  will  give  it  a  little  tluoric 
acid  to  drink." 

Subjected  to  the  influence  of  this  ready  solvent  of  animal 
tissue,  the  skin  underwent  no  change  whatsoever. 

"!•  is  not  shagreen  at  ail!"  the  chemist  cried.  "We  will 
treat  this  unknown  mystery  as  a  mineral,  and  try  its  mettle 
bv  dropping  it  in  a  crucible  where  I  have  at  this  moment 
some  red  potash."' 

Japhet  went  out,  and  returned  almost  immediately. 
".\llow  me  to  cut  away  a  bit  of  thi-  strange  >ubstance,  sir," 

he  paid  to  Raphael:  "it  is  so  extraordinary " 

"A  bit  !"  exclaimeil  Ka]ihael  :  "not  so  much  as  a  hair's- 
breadth.  You  may  try,  though."  he  added,  half  banteringly, 
half  sadly. 

The  chemist  b:ik.    a  razor  in  his  desire  to  cut  the  skin; 
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hn  truTl  to  hroak  it  I,v  a  ,,.,»•,  ,r;.l  rlrctric  slmck  ;  n^M  hr  .uh- 
rnittc.I  It  tn  the  iiithi, .!)(■(•  nf  a  pilvaiiic  K.illrrv:  Imt  all  tlu' 
tilimdrrlM.lis  his  M-i.^ncr  uotfd  ,,r  tV||  lianii!,.^;  .,,1  iIk'  dn-ad- 
fiil  tali-iiian. 

It  was  sfv<'n  (rclnck  ]„  lii,.  .■vmiri-.  I'laticli.-ttc.  .Japhcf 
aiKl  Ifapha.^l.  unawar..  of  thr  tli-lit  cf  Hhm..  uviv  auait  in.r  tin" 
"HI. cm,.  ,»r  a  final  rxfH.ritncnt.  Tlir  Ma-i,.  Skin  nnvrwd 
Inunii-Iiant  fn„„  a  fnrnii.lal,],.  mc.unt.T  m  u-lii.-li  it  had 
been  i^ii-a-cd  with  a  consid^rahl..  .|uaiiiitv  .,f  .-hinridr  of 
nitrogen. 

"Jt  is  all  over  with  nic."  IJapharl  waii.MJ,  "If  is  tli..  fln.^er 
of  God!  I  shall  die,.: ••  and  hv  \vh  ih,.  tu'o  a-naml  sci- 
entific men. 

"Wc  must  1)0  vciT  careful  not  to  talk  ah.)Ut  this  affair  at 
the  Acad.-mii.;  our  collca^LMics  th^rc  would  lauirh  at  us  " 
Plauchottc  remarked  to  the  cht.inist.  after  a  Iohl'  i.au>e.  in 
which  they  looked  at  each  otlu.r  without  <larinir  10  communi- 
cate their  thou-ht<.  The  I.  a  rued  [.air  looked  like  two  Chris- 
tians who  had  issued  from  their  tomi,.  to  liii.i  no  (iod  in  the 
heavens.  Science  had  been  po'verle.s:  acids,  so  much  clear 
water:  red  potash  l,a<i  h-.e,)  diM-rediied:  the  .galvanic  battery 
and  electric  shock  lia<i  l,een  a  couple  of  plavtliin;:s. 

"A  hydraulic  pro.  broken  like  a  iu.-^cuit  I"'  eomm..nted 
Planeliette. 

"I  believe  in  the  d.  vil,"  ..aid  the  I?aron  .laphet,  after  a  mo- 
ment's silence. 

"And  I  in  (Jod."  replied  Planchette. 

Each  spoke  in  character.  The  universe  fr>r  a  mechanician 
IS  a  machine  that  requires  rn  operator:  for  <.!iemi~irv-~-that 
fiendisli  cmpl.iyment  of  decomposiiii:  all  thin.irs— the  world 
is  a  iras  endow^.d  with  the  power  <d'  movemciii. 

"We  cannot  dt.ny  the  fact."  the  eliemi<t  replied. 

"Pshaw!  those  ^n-ntleineu  the  doctrinaires  have  invented 
a  nebulous  aphorism  for  our  eon<o|ation-- Stupid  a<  a  fad." 

"Vour  aphorism,"  ^aid  the  chemist,  -VM.ems  to  me  as  a  fact 
very  stupid." 
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'I'lii'V  l)c;.fnn  tn  I.in.uh.  iiinl  \\fn\  'ill'  to  iliiic  like  fulk  for 
whom  a  niiraili-  i-  iiniliiiiL:  iiKirr  than  a  jilii'tintiii'Mnii. 

Valentin  reached  hi-  own  hmi-c  -liivrrini/  with  rai:i'  and 
eon.-unnd  uilh  ani:ir.  lie  had  un  imm'c  faith  in  anythinrr- 
C'onllirtin;.'-  tlioi;;.dits  >hit'ifd  and  siifL'ed  ti,  mid  fro  in  his 
hrain.  a.-  is  the  case  wiiii  every  man  linmudit  face  tn  face  with 
an  incunceivalilc  fact.  lie  had  readily  helieved  in  .-(une  hid- 
dt'n  tlaw  in  S]iietjhalter"s  aiijiaralii- :  he  iiad  imt  heeii  sur- 
prised l>v  tile  incdiiijieii'iice  and  failure  of  M-ience  and  of  tire; 
but  llie  ilcxihility  id'  tlic  .-kin  as  he  hardkd  it.  taken  with  its 
stuhliornne>.-  v.lien  ail  the  mean-  of  de-truciion  tliat  man 
possesses  had  hecu  ImuiLdit  to  hear  upon  it  in  vain — these 
thin;:s  terrified  him.  The  incontrovertihle  fad  made  him 
dizzy. 

"I  am  mad."  he  muttered,  "1  have  liad  no  fond  since  the 
moniinir.  and  yet  [  am  neither  Iniiiirry  nor  thir-ly.  and  there 
is  a  fire  in  my  hreast  that  l)urns  nie." 

He  jiut  l)aek  the  skin  in  the  frame  where  it  had  heen  en- 
closed hut  lately,  drew  a  line  in  red  ink  ahout  th<'  actual  con- 
fi^riiratiim  of  the  talisman,  and  seated  himself  in  his  arm- 
chair. 

"I^i-ht  o'clock  already!"  he  exclaimed.  "To-day  has  pone 
like  a  dream." 

He  leaned  his  tlhow  on  tlu'  arm  of  the  chair.  orop[ied  his 
liead  with  his  left  hand,  and  so  remained,  lost  in  -e,-ret  dark 
reileciions  and  consuming:  thou,<,dits  that  men  condemned  to 
die  bear  away  with  them. 

'•()  Paidinel"  he  cried.  "Poor  child!  there  are  gulfs  that 
love  can  never  traversi',  despite  the  strenirth  f)f  his  wings." 

Just  then  he  very  distinctly  heard  a  smothered  sigh,  and 
knew  hv  one  of  the  .lost  tender  privileges  of  passionate  love 
that  it  was  T'auline's  breathing. 

"That  is  mv  death  warrant."  he  said  to  himself.  "If  she 
were  there.  I  sliotdd  wish  to  die  in  her  arms." 

A  l)ur<t  of  udeefiil  and  hearty  laughter  made  him  turn  his 
face  lowards  the  ocd  ;  h"  <aw  rauiine's  face  through  the 
tran-parint  curiair..-.    -miling  like  a  child  for  gladness  over 
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a  suooc«sfiil  piece  of  mischief.  Her  prettv  hair  Cell  over  her 
shoiililei>  in  c, untie,-,  curls:  .-he  iduked  like  a  15en,-al  ruse 
upon  a  pile  of  w  liite  ro-es. 

"I  cajn!e(i  .Jonathan;'  said  she.  "Doesn't  tli.>  lied  l)elong 
to  nie.  to  !n:'  who  am  vmir  wifr!--  Itun't  s<'old  nie.  darliii"-; 
I  (miy  wanted  to  sm-pris,-  yoii.  to  ,-lcep  l,c-i,i,.  vou.  For^'ive 
nie  for  my  fivak.'' 

She  spraii.L--  out  of  heil  like  a  kitten,  showed  Iierself  ,i:leam- 
in^r  in  Iter  lav.ii  raiment,  and  .-at  down  on  K'aphaei's  knee. 

"Love,  wiial  <:nlf  were  you  talking:  ahout  r"  she  sa'd,  with 
an  anxious  expression  apparent  upon  her  face 

"Death." 

""\  ou  liurt  mc,"  she  answered.  "There  are  .some  thoi]<:ht3 
upon  which  we.  poor  women  that  we  are.  cannot  dudl;  thcv 
are  death  to  us.  Is  it  strentrth  of  love  in  u-.  or  huk  of  eour"- 
ape?  I  cannot  tell.  Death  does  nm  friichtiwi  me."  .-he  l,e-an 
again,  lau^diin,>:ly.  "To  die  with  you.  hoth  top-ther,  to-mor- 
row rnorninL\  in  one  last  etnl)race.  wouhl  he  jov.  It  seems  to 
me  that  even  then  I  should  have  lived  more  than  a  hundred 
years.  What  does  tlie  numher  of  days  matter  if  we  iuive 
spent  a  whole  lifetime  (;£  jieace  and  love  in  one  ni"-ht,  in  one 
hour?" 

"You  are  right:  TTeaven  is  >-peaking  through  that  prettv 
mouth  of  yours.  Grant  that  I  may  kiss  you,  and  let  us  die,"' 
said  Raphael. 

"Then  let  us  die."  she  said,  laughing. 

Towards  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  daylight  sfreamrci 
through  the  chinks  of  the  window  shutters.  Obscured  some- 
what by  the  muslin  curtains,  it  yet  sulliced  to  show  clearly 
the  rich  colors  of  the  carpet,  the  silks  and  furniture  of  the 
room,  where  the  two  lovers  were  lying  asleep.  Th,.  jildinu' 
sparkled  here  and  there.  .\  ray  of  -unli-lit  fell  and  faded 
upon  the  8oft  down  (piilt  that  tlie  freaks  of  love  had  thrown 
to  the  ground.  The  outline;,  of  rauline's  dress,  hanL'imr  from 
a  cheval  glass,  afifxarcd  like  a  shadowy  ghost.  T-Ier  dainiv 
shoes  had  been  left  at  a  distance  fi.)tn  the  bed.  .\  niirhtinirale 
came  to  perch  upon  the  sill :  its  trills  repeated  over  a-j-ain.  and 
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the  .-(lUiuls  of  its  uiii-,-  -inlilt  nl_\  .-liakni  uiu   Tir   liL,'!!!,  awoke 
Uiil.hacl. 

"i''iir  ;mi'  In  ilic."  lie  -aid.  fullnu  iiij  loit  a  tliouLrln  lirLruii  in 
liis  (Ircain.  '"iiiv  ur^raiii/al  i"n.  llu'  fn  (11,1111 -in  of  ilc-ii  ami  liorn', 
that  I-  (jinrkciKMl  hy  the  will  in  iir  .  ami  n,aki-.-  I'f  iiir  an  imli- 
vidnal  iiinii.  niu-t  di-play  -nnii'  |ii'r(r|iiil>lr  (li.-''a-<'.  Iioci"!'-^ 
ouiiht  to  im(lti--iaml  ihf  >yin|ilnni-  "f  any  attack  on  vilaliiy, 
and  ((III  Id  tfll  nic  uiic!  In  r  I  am  ^u■k  or  .-ound.  " 

He  ^'azcil  at  III-  -lri|nni:  \Mfi'.  -"^Ik'  iiail  stri'tclu'd  Iht  limd 
out  to  liim.  (Niiro-^in'j-  in  this  way  even  while  >li«'  -Ujit  tin' 
anxiipiis  tindi  rmv-s  cd'  lo\c.  ranlme  MTiiicd  to  Inuk  at  him 
as  f.\\i'  lay  with  her  fiii''  turned  fv  ards  him  in  an  attitude  as 
full  of  frraee  as  a  yiuini;-  eiiild".-.  with  her  [iretiy,  lialf-o|ieii('(l 
mouth  lielil  out.  toward-  Inni.  as  .-he  drew  her  liixht.  even 
breath.  Her  little  pearly  leeili  seeim^d  t(»  heiuditeii  the  redness 
of  the  fre,-li  liii>  wiln  the  -mile  lioverin.t:  "ver  them.  The  red 
glow  in  her  eomjilcxioii  was  hrijjhter,  and  it-  whitene.-s  was, 
so  to  speak,  whiter -till  ju-t  then  than  in  the  most  impassioned 
Jiioinenls  of  the  waking:  day.  In  her  \ineon-t rained  grace,  as 
sh(>  lay.  so  full  of  helieviiii:  tru.-t.  the  adorahle  attractions  of 
childhood  were  added  to  the  enehaiitnient>  nf  love. 

I'^ven  the  most  iinatVeeted  women  still  ohey  certain  .social 
convention-,  w'nieh  restrain  tlu'  free  expansion  of  the  soul 
within  them  duriiiLT  their  waking  liours:  hut  slumher  seems 
to  give  them  lia.-k  the  -pniitaneity  (d'  life  whieli  makes  infancy 
hu'elv  I'auliiie  hhislud  for  nothing  ;  she  was  like  one  of  tlio.so 
beloved  and  heaveidy  being-,  in  whnm  reason  ha-  not  yet  put 
motives  into  their  action- and  mvstery  into  their  gl.inees.  Her 
profile  stood  out  in  sharp  relief  against  the  line  cambric  of  the 
pillows:  there  wa-  a  certain  sprightliness  about  her  loose  liair 
in  confusion,  mingled  with  the  deep  lace  runie-;  but  she  was 
slee])ing  in  happiness,  her  long  lashes  were  tightly  ])ressc(l 
against  her  cheeks,  as  if  to  secure  her  eyes  from  too  strong  a 
lii:ht,  or  to  aid  an  etfort  of  her  soul  to  recollect  ami  to  hold  fast 
a  liliss  that  liad  been  perfect  luii  llecting.  Her  tiny  ])ink  and 
white  ear.  framed  by  a  lock  of  her  hair  aiici  outlined  by  a 
wrajiping  of   .Mcthlin    lace,   would    have   made   an   artist,   a 
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painter,  nn  old  man.  uiMly  in  Invr.  ami  umiM  prrharo  havo 
rvstnp  i|  a  iiiailiiian  to  lii>  -en-.-. 

I.*  it  not  an  inrlVal.!..  I,|i-  t,,  I,,.],,,],]  ,|„,  Ionian  that  you 
lovo.  slrrpin::.  sniilin-  in  a  |M.a,rf,il  .hvan,  lunriith  Nuur  pro- 
tc'ction.  Invin-  vow  ,■,,.„  m  .ir.ani-,  rwn  at  ll„.  |,nint  wlirrr 
(he  in.lindual  .,;-m<  to  era  .■  to  rx,-;.  ..llVrm-  to  vo.,  u-t  ihr 
iinito  hps  liiat  sprak  t(,  ynt  in  -InintMr  of  ||„.  hitrlt  ki<-'  I- 
it  not  indcscrihal.le  liappm,-  to  <...  a  ini-iin-  wnnian.  lialf- 

(in.l.  hnt  ura|i|M,i  nam.l  in  Iht  |,,\,.  ,,  |,v  a  ..loak-    i i,..-ty  in 

the  ini.i-t  of  .ii-h-vclnicnt  to  >  ■,.  adrnirinL'iv  her  scatter.'.! 
cK.tliin-  th.-  si!k..n  .t...-kin-  lia.-ti!v  put  ..ll'  t./ pl''"^-'  v.ai  last 
ovonm-  th.'  iin.'la<p.'.l  ,!.nr.ll,.  liial  impli,-  a  h.nin, II,. -.'faith  in 
you.  .\  wh,,!,.  ronian...  li.-  il„.r,.  in  liiat  L-ir.ll..;  th,.  w.^inau 
that  It  U-...1  t..  pr..i..,t  cxi-ts  la.  ion-.T:  -h..  i>  vonr-.  <\w  ha> 
h..(.oinc //,.//;  h,.n..,.for\vaf,l  any  lHtra\al  ..f  h,.r  i>  a  l,l..vv  ,l,.alt 
at  your.-clf. 

In  thi.s  soft..n...l  mood  Raplia.'l's  ,.v,.>  wan.l.Tcl  ..v.m-  th.' 
room,  now  fill.'.l  \\iili  ni..m..n,.,.  an. I  lov...  an.l  wIlt..  th.'  v.tv 
dayli^irht  socm.Ml  to  lak."  d.'li.irhtfiil  hues.  Th.'n  li..  turn.'.!  hi":^ 
gazo  at  last  upon  th.>  ontlin.'s  of  tho  womanV  f.-rm,  upon 
youth  and  purity,  an.l  low  that  .'wn  n.uv  ha.!  n..  tlioui.dii  that 
was  not  for  him  ahinc  above  all  thin.irs.  and  l.)m:..<I  t.>  live  f.)r 
ever.  As  his  cyiv  f.'Il  upon  I'aulin.'.  her  own  op,  ii.'d  at  oneo 
a.s  if  a  ray  of  sunliiiht  had  liirhted  on  th.'rii. 

"Cood-morning,"  Aw  said,  smi d-  '-JI-.w  han.lsomo  you 
aro.  l)a.l  man  I" 

The  grace  of  hive  and  vouth,  of  -ih-n.-e  an.l  .lawn.  ^hon..  in 
their  faces,  makinir  a  divine  ])i.-tii-v.  with  th,.  Il....iinir  spell 
over  it  all  that  l)..|omrs  only  to  th..  .arii..-t  .iays  of  passion, 
just  as  simpli.'ity  an.l  artlessness  are  the  p.'..nliar  p.ws,.s<:i,,n  of 
ohil.lho.id.  .Mas!  lov.'V  siiringti.!.-  j..y-.  lik,.  our  own  v.)uth- 
ful  laughter,  must  ..ven  take  ilight.  an.l  liv,.  f.ir  u-  no  l.mgcr 
save  in  meiiDry :  either  tor  our  .le-ftair.  .»r  to  -h,.,!  .-..me  sooth- 
ing fragrance  over  us.  according  t.)  th.'  heiit  of  .>ur  inmost 
thoughts. 

"What  made  me  wake  you  ?"  said  Raphael.    "It  Wius  so  great 
15 
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n  |iiiu~\in'  to  \\;iii  li  '.'■11  ,-Iri|iiiiL'  tli.it   it  lirdiiL'lii  Iriir-i  to  iiiv 

fVI'S."' 

"Anil  In  mitii'.  t'Mi."  f\\r  :iii>\\rni!  "1  crii'il  in  the  iiiu'ht 
wliiK'  I  Miitilird  \iu:  ,-liT|jin;:.  liut  not  with  lKi|i[)iiii's^<. 
I{a|ili:irl.  (Iciir.  pf;i\  li-tcfi  to  ini'.  \'''t  in'iat  hiiiL'  i-  laliofcd 
whili'  Mill  >|ir|i,  anil  -nnirthiiiL;  railji-  in  \i>\\v  clii-t  that 
friL'litiiH  111!',  ^'iiii  have  a  littli-  div  coii;:!!  wln'ii  vmi  ari' 
,'i>li'i'|).  r\ar!l\  liki-  niv  t'athi  r"-.  who  i-  livinir  ot'  |ilitln-i~.  in 
tliii«i'  ^oiiiiil-  from  \onr  liinu-  I  fiTOLrnizi'il  sonir  of  llir  |>i'- 
(iiliai   s\iii|itonw  of  that  rnni|ilaint.     Thru  urn  aro  I'i'Vi'ii.-h  ; 

I    know    Mill    ari''.   your    hand    \\a-    inoi-i    and    Inirnin^ 

DarliiiL'.  \oii  arc  Mllln_^"'  >h«'  addrd  with  a  shnddi'f.  "aiid  yoii 

fould  .-till  ;,fi't  oMT  it  if  iinfoftunatily I'lit.  no."  siir  cried 

chciTfnlly.  "thrri-  i-   no  ■nnt'ortnnatcly.'   tin'  disra.-f   is  con- 
ta;j'ioii<.  -o  till'  doiinr-  -ay." 

Shi"  tliniLr  hoth  arm-  ahmit  i.'a|ihail.  drawiriL.''  in  hi-  tinath 
(hroiiLrh  oiir  III"  tho-i'  ki--r-  in  whirli  the  -ou!  ri'ai'lii'.<  its  end. 

"1  do  not  wi-h  to  livo  to  old  aL'o."  -hi-  -aid.  "lit.'t  lis  hoth 
(lie  vounir.  and  .l'o  to  hcaM'ii  \^hili'  ilowcts  till  oiir  hands." 

"We  alwavs  make  sm  li  di<i'_'iis  as  tho-o  whni  we  aro  \vt>ll 
and  .-tronir."  IJaph.'irl  '■!  [ilird.  hiiryini:  his  hand^  in  l'aiilini'".-5 
hair.  Hut  cvoii  ihm  a  Iiorrihlr  tit  of  roiiudiinL'  caiiH"  on.  on(> 
of  thoso  drrj)  oiniiioiis  coiiLrlis  that  sooni  to  nnur  from  tho 
depth>  of  the  toiiih.  a  coiiL^li  that  lo.avcs  tho  -ntVrrrr  t:h;istly 
pale,  trcrnhliiii.'.  and  pi'rs|iirinLr ;  with  arhinir  >iilf>  and  <|uiv*'r- 
inir  ncrv"s.  witti  a  forlitiL:  of  wrarincss  jirrvadinL'  tlio  ^'iTV 
marrow  ..f  tho  >|iini'.  and  im-jioakaMi'  l.-iiiLrnor  in  ovory  vein. 
Haphai'l  slowlv  laid  liini-olf  down.  palo.  cxhan-liil.  and  ovcr- 
onnic.  like  a  man  who  h;is  s|ifnl  all  tho  stroiiL'th  in  iiim  over 
one  final  ofTort.  Tanlini'"-  ovcs.  u'fow  n  lar;:i'  with  torror.  were 
fixed  upon  him  :  -^ln'  lay  (]\iiti'  niotionles.-.  jialo.  and  -ilent. 

"Let  lis  commit  no  more  foUies.  my  nn_  1."  -lu'  -aid,  tryini; 
nnt  to  let  Haph.iel  -re  the  dre.adfiil  foreliodin-'.-  that  di^tnrhod 
lier.  She  covered  her  f;iie  with  her  liands.  fur  -;1ie  <aw  l")eath 
before  her  -the  hideoii-  skeleton.  Hapliael's  f.iee  had  irrown 
us  pale  and  livid  .is  am  -kiill  nnearthed  froni  ;i  churehyanl 
to  a^^isl  the  .-tudics  uf  suiiie  scienlilie  man.     Pauline  remem- 
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bcrod  tbo  oxolaniMti..!,  il,,,    |,,„1  ..-,.:,,,..,l   f,,,„.   Valmim  ihr 

prVVMilH  CV.'flUI-.  illl.l    In   li..r-.'It'  .>||r  .J, 1.1  ; 

"V.'S.   iluTr  MtV  ,M,|f.   ,h,U    Inv,.  ,;„,   nrV.T  (TOSS,  athl    li^Tcin 

love  mii,-l  liiirv  it-iir."" 

Kaplll.rl    t,. ,1,1.1    |,nilS,.lf    -,;,I    ,1    ,„    ;,„    ;,  mi,  i.a  1 1'.    |,l,„v.|    ,M    til.. 

;*""'"^^   '"'  •!"•  f>in  lit-'lu  ..r.lav.     Funr  .I.M.I, „•>  -. 1   , „,! 

'"'"•  '■'>'''  "1  turn  inuiu^  j,,.  ,,,,1-,..  f,v|,n-  I,,,,,  nuT.  ami  .hhs- 
ti..iii.i-  him  will,  i,|i|,anni  ini,.|v-i,  'H,,,  j„,,,||,|  ^,,„„,„  j,, 
jriu'ss  their  thought-.  piiltiM-  a  .■,.n-tni,.ti,,„  .„,  .-vvrv  i„..v.- 
m..iit  tlH.y  ina.l...  aii.l  ,,,1  ih,.  sli-hl.-t  .■,mlni..,,.,i,s  i.f  ih..,r 
brows.  Hi.  Ia>t  li.,).,.  h,y  in  ilii>  .■,.ii.Miltali,,n.  This  .■..iin  ..f 
up]H-al  was  ahout  to  [.rononn,,.  its  .i,.,ision— lif..  .,,•  ,|,,,th 

Vak-ntin  had  siiii,i,..,n,.,|  ih,.  ..ra.^l.'s  of  ni.Ml.Tn  iiMMli,.in.- 
so  that  h..  ti.iL'l.t  l.av..  th,.  la^t  w.,r,l  ..f  s.,,.,,,.,.  Thank,  u, 
his  walth  and  till...  tlMn-  st,....l  l„.f,.r..  him  thr.v  ..mlM.,|i...l 
th.'ori..s;  human  l,n..wl..,li:,.  IIiKUial.,!  i-.nni.l  lli..  ihr...  n,,int< 
Three  of  tlio  doet,,rs  hpou-ht  am.. 11-  th.iii  th..  .•.nn|.!,.t..  ..ir..!.. 
of  mod!,"il  philoM.ph.v;  th.-v  n|,r..>,.nt...|  the  p..ii,|.  ..f  ...nllict 
round  which  the  hattl..  ra-...l.  I„.tw..n  Spirituali-m.  \nalv<i-- 
and  pnodnoss  knows  what  in  the  wav  of  mork-inir  .'eleeticis,. 

The  fourth  do.L.r  wa^  ll.,rae.-  Biam! ..n.  a  man  ..f  s-i.-n... 
with  a  future  l,el',,n-  him.  th.>  most  distin,rui,~h..d  man  ..f  th.. 
new  school  in  m.MhVine.  a  .li>.r.vt  an.l  iinassumimr  r.-pn-..ma- 
tive  of  a  studious  .feneration  that  is  pr.parin-  l'.,  ncviv.-  il,.. 
inheritance  of  fifty  years  of  .■.vp..ri..m...  tivasiir...!  up  hv  the 
Eeole  do  Pans,  a  feneration  that  p..rliaps  will  er.et  t!i..  m,.mi- 
ment  for  the  huil.linir  of  whi.h  th..  .•.•nturi...  h..hiii,|  u^  hiv.- 
collorted  the  difr.T.'nt  materials.  .\.  a  p..rs.,nal  fri,  n.l  .,r  ih.. 
Marqui.s  and  of  Rasti-na.^.  I,.,  ha.l  h.^.n  in  Mtl-n.lan...  ,,n  th.. 
fotmer  for  some  days  pa^t.  an.l  ^^  as  h.'lpin-  him  ,.,  an^uvr 
the  inquiries  of  the  tlire..  prof..-..r~.  ...■.-a-i.-nallv  in-i^tin- 
somewhat  upon  those  .symptom.s  whi.-h.  in  his  ..,iii,i,',n.  p.,i„t,.,l 
to  pulmonary  .liseas.'. 

"You  have  h.vn  living  at  a  r^reat  pace.  l.>adin-  a  .li^^ipat.,! 
hfp.  no  douhf.  and  y..u  hav..  devot.^.l  vour-.^lf  !ar-..|v  t..  inh-l- 
lectual  work  ?"  queried  one  of  the  three  celei)rate.l  authorities 


228 


•mi;  M.\<;i<'  sj\IN 


■  ii|iirf-"iiiiL'  I{ii[ili.H  1  II'-  u;i-  ii  -i|ii;in -liiailiMi  m;in.  witli  a 
lar;.'!'  I'rainr  ami  nii  r;^itic  nr^jaiii/aln'n.  \v  liidi  sri'iiicd  to  iiuirk 
liiiii  oiil  ;i-  -ii|M  fi'ir  Id  hi-  iw((  rival-. 

"1  inaili  n|'  rii\  iiiiikI  In  kill  iii\-.  if  uiili  ili  l,aii<!ii'rv.  aftPT 
spi'iiiliiiL'  tlii'i'i'  \i  ar-  c,\rr  an  i  \|.n-i\.'  work,  with  \s  Inch  pcr- 
liap>  \iMi  iiia\   -iiiin'  (la\  (M(  ii|iv  \'Mir-tl\i-."'  I{a|ihatl  rc[>lit'(l. 

Till-  ;ji'iMl   ildiicr  -hiiiik   III-  licail,  ainl  -n  ili-|  la\t  'I  hi-  sat- 

l<t'arHoIl,      "I    \va-  .-lire  of  I!.""  hr  -ci'lmil   111  .-,!\    In  hllll-i'ir.       Ill' 

\*as  thf  ilhi-l riDii-  r>ri--i't,  llu-  .-iicir.--iir  nt'  Cahani-  aiiil 
Hichal,  hcail  <<(  \U<-  (>rL:aiiic  Srlinnl.  a  ilucii.r  jiujiular  uith 
liciicMTs  III  iiialrrial  aiiil  |Mi-i!i\c  scifinc.  \\]\,,  sfi'  m  iiiaii  a 
(  n|ll|ili'tc    ltl(li\  lillial.    -llliji'd    -nli'ly    In    ihr    |au-    nf    hi-    i)\vn 

I)artiriilar  or^'-anization  ;  ami  wlin  cnii-idcr  tliat  his  normal 
coiiilit inii  aiii!  aliiinrmal  -lal'.-  nl'  ili-ca.-r  (an  Imth  lie  traced  to 
olivinas  caii-c-. 

After  tlii>  reply.  I>ri>;-et  InnK.d.  "illmiit  >piakiii;:.  at  a 
middle-sized  pei'-mi,  whnse  darkl\-  fliislicd  enimtenaiu'e  and 
fllowiii;,'  eyes  seemed  to  hclnnu'  tn  Mime  am iipie  sat\  r :  and  w  ho, 
leanini:  his  hark  auain-t  the  corner  of  the  emhrasure,  wa;* 
slndyin.L'  F{a[ihael.  withont  saying'  a  wnrd.  I)octnr  Caine- 
ristus,  a  man  of  (TcimI-  and  eiithn-ia-m-,  tlw  heail  of  the 
"\'itali-t>."  a  rnmaniie  fliampinn  <d'  the  e-oteric  dm-irines  of 
Van  Ilelniont.  di.-eerned  a  hd'ty  informinir  [irinciple  in 
Iniman  life,  a  iny-lerioi;-  ;md  inexplii  aiile  phenomenon  which 
iiaicks  at  the  scalpel,  di crivi  -  the  <iir;:eon,  eludes  tlie  drug's  of 
I  he  pharniaeopM'ia.  tin'  formula'  of  alirelna.  the  deinoiistra- 
tions  (d'  anatomy,  and  derides  all  our  ellorls:  a  sort  of  in- 
visihli-.  intaiiL'ihle  tlaiiie.  uhich.  ohcyim/  somr  di\inely  ap- 
pointed \;t\\ .  will  often  liiiLTer  on  in  a  hody  in  nur  opinion 
ilrvotrd  tn  death,  I'lii'e  it  takes  lliudit  from  an  orLfanization 
well  litli'd  fnr  proloii;:cd  cNi-tcnce. 

A  hitler  smile  hovered  upon  the  lips  of  the  third  doctor, 
Maii>:redie.  a  man  of  acknow  ledL'ed  ahility.  hui  a  I'yrrhonist 
and  a  -cfitl'ir.  \^ith  the  -caliiel  for  hi-  one  ariieli'  of  faith, 
lie  would  eon-ider.  a-  a  conce^-ion  to  Hri-set,  that  a  mar. 
who.  ,■)-  ,1  matter  of  faei.  w.-is  [lerfieily  will  was  dead,  and 
ree.'iiiize  with.    ('ameri-tu>   thai   a   man   miLdit    h</   livini:  on 
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nftrr  Ins  ■•ipparoiif  .l-mis,.       !|,.  (nuu,\  sn,,:..,!,i„jr  .,.„,|!,ir  :„ 

•  •\.rv  tlicon.  aii.l  criihra.'..,!  ,,,,1 f  il,,.,,,.  .■,  niniii-  tli.it  ilw 

host  ,,(  nil  -\-i,.rris  of  Mi,.,|i.in,.  «;is  t..  iiiivf  nunc  at  all    and 
t<»  >tirk   t..   facts.       Tins   I'anurp.  of  tl,,.  Clini.al   S.honls 
lli.-kiii-„l  nl..,..rv.Ts.  ih,.  -,v,ii  iinrMi.Mlnr   -rral  -■..ptic   ilu- 
"laiinl  .|.-|rrai....xi,.-,|i..„is.  ua^  M-nit,ni/ii,- ih-  Ma-ir  Skin. 
"I  -li-MiM  \,  n   itui.h  likr  to  !„.  a  uiiiir-,  „r  th..  .■..|,„.„|,.„p,. 
'>t  Its  rnnnHiiiirm  unh  vmip  ui-!,,"  |,..  .-ai.l  I.,  tli.-  Maniuis 
"Ulinv  Is  the  II..,.:-"  cncij  Hrr-rt. 
"Whrrc  IS  the  iLsc?"  ...hiN.d  (  aiiirri-tiis. 
^'Ali.  vnii  aiv  l.nih  of  ih,.  -aiiic  iimi.l.-  iv|.li(Ml  Mniiirmlio. 
I'Tlir  .ontra.  li.,n  i>  pcrCvily  ,>ii,i|.I,.."  iSh-.t  wrnt  „n. 
"It  IS  >u|.,TiiaiiiiMl."'  ninark.'.l  ('ani.'.ristii-. 
"'n     ^ll..I•t.•■     Maii-nMlH.     ma.lr     aii.uvr.     with     air.M.tct] 
•'flrinnilv.  aiMJ   handiriir  ih,.  puv,.  ,,f  -kin  m   K'a,,|,a..|  as  he 
ppukf.  "ilu'  sliriv..|iii;.r  facultv  „f  th,.  .kin  i>  a  fact  incxpljca- 
''!'••  i"i'l  .\'f  M""''  natural,  whicl,.  cv,r  ^iiuv  th..  u,,rl(l  ho- 
Kan    ha.s  I,,.,'!,  tli-  d.'sp:-    „r  nic,|,..iM..  and  uf  pr,.itv  uui„,.n." 
All  \  alontin's  ohscrvat    n  c,Mil,i  ,11^  ,.\,.r  no  trace  ,,f  a  feel- 
ing for  his  trouhl,..  ill  any  of  the  three  do.tors.     The  three 
receive,!  .'Verv  ansuer  in  .il.-nce.  scaniw,]  him  unconcernedlv. 
and   intern.pited    hini    iin^yiiipailieti,'allv.        I',>litene.s   ,M 
not  conc'al  their  inditr.rence :   »-'u.th,.r 'deliheration  or  cer- 
tainty was  th,.  .Miise.  their  words  at  ,inv  rat.,  came  so  seldom 
and  ,.o  ianiruidiy.  that  at  times  Raphael  th.nijrht  that  their 
attenth.n   was  wandiTinir.      From   time  to  time   Bris.s(.t.   the 
i'ole  speakvr.  remarked,  -(lood  !  just  .so!"  as  Hianchon  pointed 
out   tlie  existence  ,,{'  each  ,ir-[.,.rate  svm[>tom.       fanit'-ristus 
.'^'.•m.Ml  to  he  d,.,.p  in  meditation:   .Maii^'redic  looke,]  like  a 
oomic  author,  studying:  two  ,pi,.,.r  .•haracters  with  a  view  to 
reproducing'  them  faithfully  uj...n  the  sta^'e.     There  was  dwp 
unco,„,.alcd     distn-s.    an,l     L^rave    compassir.n     in     Iloraee 
Bianohon's  face.      Uo  had  he,.n  a  doctor  for  too  short  a  time 
to  he  imtouchrd   hv  siitferiiiL:  and   unmoved   !,v  a  deathhed; 
he  lii-d  not   |,.arii.-,l  to  k.'cp  hack  the  svm|.ath.''tic  tears  that 
oh.sciire  a  iiian^  .Lar  vinon  and   ,.rev,.i!t   him   from  seizinir. 
like  the  general  ,,f  an  armv.  up.m  the  auspicious  moment  for 
-•'•^'-t;,  ;n  ;:!tc;  -.^^ix-mw  ,,;  tiv-  tjujiin-  of  dying  men. 
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AftiT  ^■pcndinir  iilmiit  Imlf  nii  hmir  (i\ci-  inkin,!,''  in  somo  sort 
the  iiu'cisurc  of  the  piitiriit  ainl  lln'  coiiiiilaint.  iiiuch  a-  a 
tailor  TiifM^iiro  a  vniniL;  man  I'm'  a  .•nal  ulicii  In-  "nli  rs  Ins 
wcddiiiL' outfit,  tln' ant  lincii  ic-  ultri((l  -cvcral  <  niitnmnpla-'i's, 
and  t'\in  tnlki-<|  uf  jmlitics.  'I'lim  tlicv  ilciidid  ti.  i^n 
into  li'apliacrs  >lo<l_v  to  i/\ciiaii,m'  iIh'II'  ideas  and  I'lMiiir  their 
verdict. 

"Mav    I    not    lie    |ire-etlt    ilill'illir   the  di.-el|>sinll,   LTelltleliien  y 

Valentin  li.ui  a-ked  ilieiu.  Init  i>ri-,-et  and  Maii^ii'die  pro- 
tested ai:aiTi--t  this.  and.  in  spite  nt'  their  patient's  entreaties, 
declined  aitoticther  to  deliherate  in  hi>  presence. 

Raphael  ,ua\e  wav  hefnre  their  custom,  thiiikintr  that  ho 
ooi:ld  -li|)  into  a  pa-.-a,i:e  adjninini;.  whence  he  ennld  easily 
overhear  the  medical  coni'erencc  in  wliich  the  three  professors 
were  about  to  cn,L'ai:o. 

"I'ermit  me.  .i:e'itlemen."  said  Bri^si't.  a~  they  entered,  "to 
pive  you  my  own  npininii  at  lUH'c,  I  neither  wish  to  f.irce 
it  upon  you  nor  to  have  it  di.-cu-sed.  In  the  llr^t  plnee.  it  is 
unl>iased,  coiu'isc,  and  i)ased  on  an  exact  similaritv  that  exists 
between  one  of  my  own  [latients  ami  the  subject  that  we  have 
been  called  in  to  cxainiiie;  and.  moreover.  I  am  expected  at 
my  hospital.  The  importance  of  the  ca<e  that  deinaml-  my 
presence  there   will   excuse   me   fiu'  spe.-ikini:-   ;he   lir-t    word. 

The   subject,   with   «hiill   we  ai'e  colU-eriled   ha.-   heell  eX!iaU-ted 

in  an  equal  deirrce  by  inieljcciual  labors— what  diil  he  set 
about,  iloracer"  he  a-ked  id'  the  voun;.'  doctor. 

•'.\  'Theory  of  the  Will.-"' 

"The  devil  I  but  that's  a  biir  sidijec't.  He  is  exhausted, 
I  s:iv.  by  too  much  brain-work,  by  irre^ndar  enur-.'-,  ami  bv 
the  repeated  use  of  i.ui  powerful  stimulant-.  \"io!eni  ex- 
ertion of  body  and  mind  lia-  demoralized  the  whole  svsiem. 
It  is  ea<y.  L'entlemen.  lo  reeoLrnize  in  the  svmj.loms  o"  the 
face  and  ii(id\-  e'eucrally  iTiteii-e  irritation  of  the  tomach.  an 
atTettion  of  the  L-'reat  svmpathetic  nerve,  acute  -etisibilitv  of 
the  epitrastrie  rcLdcm.  an<l  eontraction  of  the  rii:iii  an<l  left 
hvjxichnndriae.  Vnu  liave  noticed,  too,  the  larL'e  size  and 
proniiuencu  of  the  liver.        M.    IJiaiuhon  has,   besides,  con- 
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stiiiilly  watfliofl  flu.  j.atM'iit.  and  ho  tells  us  that  .li-rMinn  is 
troiihiesomc  aixl   .lilliciilt.        Strirtly   >|.rakiii-.   ihnv   is   un 
storiiarl:  left,  and  m>  (he  man  lia^  di^apjM'aivd.     'I'he  brain  is 
atrophied    heeaii-e   tlit'   man   di-vsts   no   hmirer.        The   pro- 
gressive deterioration  wroiifrht   in  the  e|)i-astric  rouMon.'tho 
scat  of  vitality,  has  vitiated  tlie  whole.  >\~teiM.       'I'heiir,..  I.y 
continiion-   fevered   vihratioris.  the  di:-order  iias   readied   tlie 
brain   in-   means  of  the  iiervoim   plexn-.   iience   the  ..x<v>-ive 
irritation  in  that  or-an.     'I'lieiv  is  monomania.     The  patient 
is  biirdeiie.i  with  a  fixed  idea.     'I'hai  piece  (d'  >kin  reallv  eon- 
tracts,   to   his   way   of   thinkini,-    \ery   likel\    it    always   has 
been  as  we  have  -.een  it  :  hut  uhether  it  eoulrai  ts  <ir  no.  that 
thinir  is  for  him  ju-t   ijke  the  llv  that  >-me  Urand   \'izier  or 
other  had  on   his  nose.      If  ynu    put    leeejies  at   one,-  nn  the 
epigastrium,  and  rediiee  the  irritation  in  that   part,  which  is 
the  very  seat  of  uianV  life,  and  if  you  did   the  patient,  the 
monomania   will    leave   him.        I    uill    say    no   more   to    Dr. 
Bianehon:  ho  rdiould  he  able  to  trrasp  the  whole  treatment  as 
well  as  the  details.     'I'here  may  I.e.  perha|i-.  some  complica- 
tion of  the  disease — the  bronchial  tubes.  jhi-mIiIv.  may  be  also 
inflamed;   but     I    Ixdieve    that    treatment    for   the    inlistinal 
organ;,  is  very  much  more  important  ami  tieces-ary.  and  more 
urgently  re(|uir(Ml   than    for  the  lungs,      i'er^isteiit    studv   of 
abstract  tnatters.  and  certain  violent  jia-^^ion^.  have  indiiccil 
serious  disorders  in  that  vital  mechanism,      Ilow(  ver.  we  are 
in  time  to  .set  flie-^e  conditions  ri-ht.      Nothinti'  it  too  serioiwlv 
affected.      Vou  will  (.asily  get  your  friend  rouiul  again,"  he 
remarked  to  Hianchon. 

"Our  learned  colleatrue  is  takin^r  the  effect  for  th(>  ciuvc." 
Cameri-tus  replied.  "Ve.-.  ih,.  chan-es  that  he  lias  ,,b^erved 
80  keenly  certainly  e.visi  in  the  patient:  but  it  is  not  the 
stomach  that,  by  deu-rees,  has  set  up  n-rvoiK  action  in  tlie 
system,  and  so  atrecte<!  the  brain,  like  a  hole  in  -a  window 
pane  .spreading  cracks  round  about  it.  It  took  a  blow  of  .^o.-ie 
kind  to  make  a  hole  in  the  window:  u  f-.o  irave  tlic  bl..w'^ 
Do  we  know  that-  Have  w,-  inve-iiM-ji-d  the  patient"-  ca-e 
sutficiently?  Are  we  ac.piaini.-d  «ilh  all  the  event,  of  hi. 
life? 
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"Thf  viliil  ]irinci])h',  ^'<'iitlcincii. 
Arehous  of  N'aii  1  Ichiii'Ht,  is  allVcttM 
esponrp  and  ci'iitrc  "f  lite  is  attackcil. 
transitory  inti-llij^cnrc  wliich  holds 
wliich  iji  tlic  >niirf-c  of  iiic  will,  ihc  iii-piration  of  life,  ha- 
ooasod  to  rc,<nilat('  the  <hiily  ]ih(.'iiuiiiciia  id'  tlif  iiircliaiii^in 
and  the  functions  of  (■von  ori;an;  thviicc  arise  all  lln'  coni- 
nlications  which  my  learned  coileairue  has  >o  thorouLrhly  ap- 
preciated. 'I'he  ejiiirasinc  ro<:ion  does  not  aii'cct  the  i)rain, 
l)Ul  the  i)rain  afl'ei-ts  the  epij:astric  region.  No,"  he  went  on. 
vitrorouslv  .-lappini:  his  che.-t.  "no,  I  am  not  a  stomach  ii>  the 
form  of  a  man.  No,  every! hi iiir  d'les  not  lie  there.  1  do 
not  feel  that  I  liave  the  coiirai:e  to  -ay  that  if  the  (piirastrii' 
retrion  is  in  ^rood  order,  everything  else  is  in  a  like  I'on- 
d  it  ion 

"We   cannot    trace,"    he   went   on    more   mildly,    "to    one 
physical   cause   the   >erif)us   disturhances   that   supervene   in 
this  or  that  sulijeet  which  has  Keen  dangerously  attacked,  nor 
suhinit  them  to  a  uniform  treatment.     No  one  nutn  is  like 
another.     We  have  each  ]ieculiar  organs,  differently  alfected, 
diversely  nourished,  adapted  to  ])erform  diifcrent  functions, 
and  to  induce  a  condition  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of 
an  order  of  tilings  whi"}i  is  unknown   to  us.     Tlie  suhlniie 
will  has  so  wroiiglit  tiiat  a  little  portion  of  the  great  .Ml  is  set 
within  us  to  sustain  tli<'  phcnoniena  of  living;  in  cverv-  man 
it    formulates  itself  distinctly,   making  each,  to  all   ajipear- 
aiice.  a  separate  individual.  ve(   in  une  point  co-e\i-teiit  with 
the  infinite  cause.     So  we  ought  to  iiiakc  a  separate  study  of 
each  suhject.  discr)ver  all  ahout  it.  find,  out  in  what  its  life  con- 
sists, and  wherein  its  power  lies.      Frum  the  sofiness  of  a  we* 
sponge  to  the  hardne>s  of  pimiice-stonc  there  are  infinite  fine 
degrees  of  difference.      Man  is  jii>t   Iik(>  that.     Retween  the 
sponge-like  organizations  <>f  the  lymphati"  and  the  vigorou- 
iron  muscles  of  su<h   men  as  arc  destined   for  a  long  life, 
what  a  niarLMn  for  errors  fnr  the  siiiLrle  inlh'xilile  svstetn  of  a 
lowerin;:   treatment    to   eomniit  ;   a   system    tinii    reduce>    the 
capacities  of  the  human  frame,  which  you  always  conclude 
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have  b.'cn  nvor-oxcilcd.  Let  u>  I, .ok  for  ihe  oritrin  of  tlic 
disease  ill  tin-  iiicntiil  ;ni(l  not  in  ihc  [ihvsicnl  viMvra.  A 
(loct(.r  i-  ;iii  iii~[Hrril  heiii;:,  ciniowcd  hy  (iod  Willi  ;i  sjurial 
gift— til-  power  to  read  the  seereu  of'viialitv;  just  as  the 
prophet  has  reeeived  tlu'eye>  that  f.^n-ee  the  fiiiure,  the  poet 
his  faculty  of  ev(.kiii,i:  nature,  and  the  inusieian  the  p.,wer 
of  arran,-in,i:  sounds  in  an  harmonious  order  that  is  possil)iv 
a  copy  of  an  idea!  harmony  on  hi^h." 

"There  is  his  everlastin-  sy>teni  of  medicine,  arhitrarv, 
monarchical,  and  pious,"  muttered  IJrisset. 

"(Jcntlenien."  ."\laugredie  hroke  in  ha-tilv,  to  distract  at- 
tention from  Brissct's  comment,  '•ilnii'i  let"  us  lose  sight  of 
the  ])i'iient." 

"\rhat   is  the  good  of  science:""  Raphael   moaned.      '-Here 
IS  my  '  ■cov(>ry  halting  hetween  a  string  of  head-  and  a  rosarv 
of  Itv.  H's.  hetween  Dupuytren's  hi>toury  atid  Prince  Hohen- 
lohe's  prayer.     1'hero  is  ^lanL^^edle  >u.-]"iending  liis  judgment 
on  the  lino  that  divides  facts  from   words,  mind  from  inalter. 
Man's  -it  is.'  and  'it  is  not,'  is  always  on  my  track:  it  is  tho 
Cnryinnni  Can/mara  of  i.'ahelais  (ur  evermi.re:  niv  disorder 
is  spiritual.  Cari/itnir;/,  or  material.  Ciri/nnir.i.     Shall  1  live? 
They  have  no  idea.        I'lanchette  wa-   more  straightforward 
with  me.  at  any  rate.  Mhen  he  said.  '!  do  not  know.'  " 
Just  then  \'alentin  heard  .MauL'redie's  voice. 
'•'I  he  patient  suffers  from   monomania;  verv  good.   T  am 
quite  of  that  opinion."  he  said,  "hut  he  has  two  hundred  thou- 
sand a  year;  monomaniacs  of  that  kind  are  very  uncdinmnn. 
As  for  knowing  whether  his  I'pigastric  region  ha>  alhciid  his 
brain,  or  his  brain  his  epigastric  rei:ion.  we  .shall  find  that 
out.  perhaps,  whenever  he  dies.      Hut  to  resume.     There  is  no 
disputim:  the  fact   i!:!i   he  is  ill;  some  sort  of  treatment  he 
must   have.      I.et  us  lea,\e  theorie-^  alone,  and  put   le<.ehes  on 
him,  to  counteract    the  ner\(ius  and    iiite-^iuial   irritation,  a-^ 
to  the  e\istei!ce  of  which  we  all  airree  :  and  let  us  send  him  to 
drink  the  water,-,  in  that  wav  mo  shall  ad  on  h,nh  svsfenis  at 
once.      If  there  really  i-  tubercular  disease,  we  can  hardly  ex- 
pect to  save  his  life;  so  that " 
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Rniili^h'!  ;iliiMi|iilv  left  ilii'  |la^^a,L;•^.  iiiid  went  har-k  to  lii^ 
anni-liair.  'I'll''  l''>ur  (initnix  verv  sonn  caiiie  out  of  tht' 
stiiil\  :  ilnrarr  w^is  iIm'  ,-|ioki',-inaii. 

'•'I"h('-r  uciillciiii'ii,"  III'  Inid  hiiii.  "have  imaiiiiiinii^ly 
aj:rciil  iliat  I'cclir-  inii-i  \'f  a)ijilii'(|  to  the  stomadi  at  omi', 
and  l!iai  Knili  phy-ii-al  and  nmral  t  n-aiiiiciit  art'  in!]"'i'ati\rly 
needed.  In  ilie  lii'-t  |iiaee.  a  eai'et'nlly  preserili.-d  rule  nf 
diel.  Ml  a>  In  -iHiiiie  the  intipnal  iffiiatiiin" — here  l',rir--<'l 
si.Liinfled  his  appi-ova!  :  "and  in  the  seeoiid.  a  liy^^nenic  re<:iinen. 
to  set  your  ^naieral  eonditi(  n  ri.L.dil.  We  all,  therefore,  ree- 
oniint'nd  \ou  to  l'o  to  take  tlie  waters  at  Ai\  in  Savoy;  (ir, 
if  you  like  it  hetter.  at  Mot:'-  iJore  in  .\u\er>rne;  the  air  an'l 
the  situai  ion  an'  lioih  |i!ea.~anlei'  in  Sa\oy  liian  iu  the  C'anial, 
but  yo\i  will  consult  your  own  t.:-te."" 

Here  it  \va<  ('ann'ri^tus  who  nodiled  a~sont. 

"These  Lientlenieii."  liianehon  (ontiinied.  "Itavinix  rec- 
ognized a  sliirhl  alfeeiiuii  nf  the  re-jiiratory  orirans.  are  atrreed 
as  to  the  utility  of  the  jirevious  eour-e  of  treatment  that  I 
liavc  prescribed.  They  think  that  there  will  he  no  ditlieultv 
about  restorinir  von  to  h.ealth,  and  that  e\erythin,u'  (le|i.'iid.s 
u|Mjn  a  wise  a.nd  alternate  eiiij'loynient  of  these  various 
means.      .-XikI "" 

".\nd  that  is  the  cause  of  the  milk  in  iho  rocoantit,"  sai<l 
Ifaphael.  with  a  smile,  as  he  |e(l  Heraee  into  his  study  to  jiay 
the  fees  for  this  ii-i-less  eoiwuliation. 

'"Their  conclusion>  are  loLi'-a!."  ih"  younij  doctor  replied. 
"Cameristtis  feels,  ISri-.-et  e\an:ine-.  Maiiirredie  doubt-.  Ifa- 
not  man  a  soid,  a  l)ody.  and  an  inifM:u''i'nre?  One  of  tlicse 
three  elemental  coii-titueiits  always  i!:''uences  ns  iiioro  nr  le--; 
sironjzlv:  there  will  alwavs  be  ;he  ner.-onal  elonient  in  Inmtan 
science.  Believe  me.  I'apliael.  we  <  tVeet  no  cures;  we  onlv 
as-ist  them.  .Another  sv-tem — the  use  of  mild  remedies  while 
N'ature  exert-  iter  ])owers — lic^  between  iho  extremes  of  theorv 
of  l>ri-.-et  and  ( 'anieri-tiis.  but  one  ouL'lit  to  have  known  the 
jialient  for  some  ten  years  or  -o  to  obtain  a  L'ood  result  on 
the-.'  lines.  XcL'^ation  !ie>  at  the  back  of  all  nu'diciiie,  a-^  in 
everv  .itber  science.      So  e--  lea\'or  to  live  wholesoinelv ;  trv  a 
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't  "•■■.^  a  mon.I,  la,-.-.  „„  ,  fin,.  Mun.n,T-lik.>  ..v.nin.r    ,|,„ 

!;:;;'"';;'■; ;-"''■-'•'-.„,.„„.,,,„„,_,,,•:■' 

n-Ulw;H,nn,,.,l,,,,,,„,ln.,a,h.n„..an,ll,,.l,,,,,,:ir;,: 

-H...M.,,,   an.l    fa,!,,  a.ay.  .'  ,,,„,.   ,h,.,n..K..   n„I,„ 
pa>s,n,ov,.r„>nk,.,lnn. n.!,,,.,,,.  ,,„„,..      m         '       ; 

'alfa.,.,.p.       \a>.nt,nuav,.  hims,.|ru,,  „.  .l,islilVot•...„,.,- 
that   he  felt  no  pa,n.  an.l   l,a,|   tran,|uili.,.!   hi.   tluva,  .„•■„• 


cUlU    K'lt    Ills    JihlCl'. 

'•Will  ynu  |„.  so  kin,|  as  n.,t  to  dose  ilu-  win-Luvs.  sir'-"  .aid 
an  old  lady:  -ut  arc  h,.inir  still,.,! "  ' 

The  p,.,.uliarly  .|,arp  an<!  jamn,^  ,.„„..  i„  uhi,-h  th,.  plira^e 
was   ,mer,.d  ,ra„.,l  ,,„    IJapi,a,.!-s  ear- :   ,,    Ml   on    In 
an  md.sen.,.  remark  I,.,. lip  l,v. ,,,,,., nan  ,nw!,..efn,.nd'!' 

.<TthsofseI,i.h,,,.-sand.!,v,rov..on,.pl,.aMn."u        , 
^llus.on  of  ours.     The   Manpns  .danj.   w„h    ,!.■  e,:,,     i! 
serutal,,,.  expression  of  a  dip!o„ia.i<t.  at  th,.  „1,!  la,iv   e.iil.d 
a  servant,  and.  w!,..n  he  ,.anie.  ,  urllv  hade  !,•:,„ 

"Open  that  window." 

Great   siirpri...  was  e!,.irlv  expr-ss..,]   on   all   fne.-s  at   ,he 
ords.      i    "whoh.n.o,nfuM„..an,o..h.per„>,.a..ho,l 
""•^   ""'"'^'l   "'•'"■  -v-  'M-n   t!„.  invali,!.  a>  ,l„„|..|,   h..   !,■  ,i 
p.ven  s,,rne  serioiK  olf^nee.      Raplia,.;.   u):„   ha,l   .^ver  .pn,., 
nKina..dt..ndl,nn..lf,,,-,h,.!.a.l,f,,,„,..,,,.,,...,,^,,,,,.^.,l   ; 

fetan,,n,entary,..,„f„,io„:,h,.n  |„.,|,ookofrh,s,.,rp;.r  ,.,: 
erted   his   taeu!ti..s,  and  a>k,.d   hin.elf  ,!,e  nu.anni.^of  "th  s 


stranjre  scene. 
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A  siuldcii  ami  rafiid  iinpiilM' (|iii(k(iicil  lii~  lirain:  the  pa-t 
\v(rks  aj)i)i'ar<'(l  licrnrr  liim  in  a  cltar  and  ilfUniH'  \i~inii;  tlic 
reasons  fcr  tho  fcclini''^  he  iii-pircil  in  i)(1ht<  .-imiii  cnii  for 
liiin  in  rcliif,  lik''  tlic  v. in-  of  -otm'  curii-c  which  a  naturalist, 
1)V  <()nii'  cunninLHv  (■(intri\('il  in jcctitin,  has  colin'cd  s"  as  to 
shdw  1  heir  l;-ast   raniiiicat iniis. 

He  (lisccrnid  iiini^iif  in  thi>  flcctint:  piclnn';  hr  f(.!h)\v('«l 
fHit  Ills  own  life  in  it.  thniiL'hl  hy  th(aiLrhl,  (l."v  at'lrr  day. 
Ih' saw  liini-i'ir.  nut  wilhont  a.~l(inishnicm.  an  ah-<'nt  Jooiiiy 
fi^nirc  in  tin  midst  of  these  liv(  !y  f<ilk.  alway-  tnii-inj,'  over 
his  own  fate,  aiwavs  ah-orhed  hy  hi-  nun  sutTerinirs.  seein- 
intrly  impatient  <if  the  nm-t  haitide^s  chat,  lie  saw  Imw  ho 
had  shunned  tlie  ephemeral  ititimacies  that  travelers  are  .«o 
ready  to  establish — no  doniii  l)ccau-e  they  fci-l  sure  of  TU'ver 
meotin^r  each  otiier  a<rain — and  how  he  had  taki'ii  little  h(H'd 
of  those  ahont  hi?n.  lie  saw  himself  like  '.he  roeks  without, 
unmoved  by  the  caresses  or  the  titormy  sur^nngs  of  the 
waves. 

Then,  by  a  trift  of  insi<rht  seldom  accorded,  lie  read  the 
thoupiits  of  nil  those  about  liim.  'i'he  liLrht  of  a  candle 
revealed  the  sardonic  profile  and  vdlow  cranium  of  an  old 
man:  he  rememhiTcil  now  that  he  had  won  from  him.  ami 
had  never  propo-ed  that  the  other  should  have  his  revenu'e; 
a  little  further  on  h>  saw  a  iiretty  woman.  whos(^  lively 
advances  he  had  met  with  friend  coolness;  there  was  not  a 
face  th(>r»  that  did  tiot  reproach  him  witli  some  wronL'  done, 
inexplicably  to  all  appearance,  but  the  real  offence  in  every 
case  lav  in  -ome  mortification,  some  invisible  hurt  dealt  to 
pelf-love.  lie  had  unintentionally  jarn>d  on  all  the  small 
eusceptibilities  of  the  circle  round  about  him. 

Tlis  guests  on  variou<  occasions,  and  tho-e  to  whom  he 
had  lent  his  horses,  had  taken  oil'ence  at  his  luxurious  ways; 
their  unirraciousticss  had  been  a  surprise  to  him:  he  had 
spared  them  further  humiliations  of  that  kind,  and  they  had 
considered  that  he  looked  down  up<ni  them,  and  liad  accused 
him  of  hauLditincss  ever  -ince.  He  could  read  their  inmost 
thouirhts  as  he  fathomed  their  natures  in  this  way.     J^ociety 
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with  its  polish  and  varnish  frrcw  loathsome  lo  hini.  He  was 
•■nviod  an<I  hat.d  fur  liis  wvalth  and  superior  al)ilitv:  his  re- 
serve !)all!ed  the  intinisitive ;  his  hiimilitv  seein.'d  like  haui^hti- 
nes^  t..  these  petty  .-iipertieial  natiiivs.  "lie  ^Mussed  tlie  -(vret 
unpardonahle  crime  uhieli  lie  had  e(.iiiiiiiiled  a,i,Miiist  them; 
he  had  overstepfied  thr  limil-^  ,<(  the  jiiriMlieti.m  „f  their 
medioerity.  He  had  resi-ted  the,,-  in,|u'i.iterial  tvrannv;  he 
could  di>pense  with  tl.eir  >n,.ieiy;  ami  aJl  of  them",  therefore, 
had  instinctively  cumhiiied  to  make  him  feel  their  power,  and' 
to  take  reven,i:e  upon  this  incipient  royalty  by  suhmiltinir  him 
to  ji  kind  of  ostracism,  and  so  teaching  him  that  they  in  their 
turn  could  do  without  h.im. 

Pity  came  -ncr  liim,  first  of  all.  at  this  aspect  of  man- 
kind, hut  very  soon  he  .shuddered  at  the  tlioui,rht  of  the  power 
that  came  thus,  at  will,  and  linn-  aside  for  him  the  veil  of 
flosh  under  which  the  moral  nature  is  hidden  away.  He 
closed  his  eyes,  so  as  to  see  no  more.  A  black  curtain  wa,s 
drawn  all  at  once  over  this  unluckv  phantom  show  of  truth; 
but  still  he  found  himself  in  the  terrible  h^neliness  that  sur- 
rounds ever}'  power  and  dominion.  Just  then  a  violent  fit 
of  cou^rhinj,r  seize.l  him.  Far  from  re.MMvinj:  one  sin.rl.>  word 
—indifferent,  and  meaningless,  it  is  true,  hut  still  containinjr. 
arnon<r  well-bred  people  bioii'_rht  to,i:ether  bv  chance,  at  lea.st 
some  pretence  of  civil  commiseration— he  now  heard  hostile 
ejaculations  and  muttered  complaints.  Societv  there  as- 
sembled disdained  any  pant.nniine  en  his  account,  perhap.s 
because  he  had  <rau^r,,,i  i,s  real  nature  too  well. 
"Ilis  complaint  is  contagious. "' 

"The  president  of  the  Club  oupht  to  forbid  him  to  enter 
the  salon."' 

"It  IS  contrary  to  all  rules  and  re'nilations  to  coujrh  in 
that  way!" 

"When  a  man  is  as  ill  as  that,  he  ou>rht  not  to  come  to 
take  the  waters " 

"lie  will  drive  me  away  from  the  place." 

Raphael  rose  and  walked  about  the  rooTiis  to  screen  him- 
self from  their  unanimous  execrations.      He  thou,-:ht  to  find 
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a  slii'Itcr.  nnd  Wfiit  up  \i>  n  vmiiiil'  Imly  who  -at  iloiriL'  notliincr, 
niimlfil  I"  ,iililri'-<  -nnn'  pi-i'tiy  ,-|m('iIhs  lo  liri':  Imt  ,•l^  lie 
caiiif  tiiwaril-  inT.  -ii"  lufiinl  hrr  luick  uimhi  Imii,  ami  [)r('- 
tnidi'i!  (u  111'  uatcliiiiu  llii'  ilaiirrr>.  l«a|i!iai'l  fcariMl  |r-t  he 
iiiiLrlil  lia\c  inaih'  [i><-  of  ilir  tali-nian  alrcaily  ihal  i-vt'iiin^'; 
ami  t'rcliii,::  tlial  ln'  liad  iiriihii'  tln'  \^i^ll  nor  tlir  (Mtirairc  to 
lircak  iiiin  till-  ( oiiMT-alinii.  he  left  thf  -alou  ami  \>">k  rrfiiu'i' 
in  ll,<'  l.illiaril-roi.in.  N..  uiic  tlicrc  ^.tccIciI  liim,  niiliody 
s[ii)kc  to  him.  mi  nnr  >ciit  .-o  iinich  a-  a  frii'inily  'jlaiirc  in  liis 
direction.  Hi-  Inrii  of  minil.  naiiiraily  iiirdiialivc.  had  dis- 
covci-cil  in-tim-ti\('ly  thi'  ucmTal  -roiind>  and  reasons  for  the 
avcr-ioii  ii!'  in-|iiiv!i.  'I'hi-  little  worhl  was  ohcyini:.  mieoii- 
.seioii-lv  |iii-ha|i-.  the  soverei.LMi  hiw  which  rule-  over  polite 
f;ociel\  ;  it-  inc\oraMe  natiin'  wa-  hccouiii.'ir  apparent  in  its 
onliretv  to  i;apiiael\  c\cs.  A  i:lati(c  into  the  past  showed  it 
to  hitn.  a>  a  lvp<'  compldcly  realizcil  in  Fo'dora. 

Ill'  would  no  more  meet  with  sympathy  Iutc  for  his  hndily 
ills  than  he  had  rc(ci\(il  ii  at  her  hands  I'or  the  di-tress  in 
his  heart.  The  fa>iiionalile  world  expels  every  -utTeriii.n 
creature  from  il>  mid-l.  jii-t  as  the  hody  of  a  man  in  rohnst 
health  rejceis  any  ui'rin  of  di-ca-e.  The  world  hold-  sntferin<r 
and  tni-^fortiine  in  ahhorreiice :  it  divad-  tlietn  like  the  plairue ; 
it  never  he-itates  hilween  vice  and  iroiihle,  for  vice  is  a  luxury. 
Til-fortune  may  po-s(w~  a  maje-iv  of  its  own.  hr.t  society  can 
belittk'  it  and  make  ii  ridii-uioiis  hy  an  epii:ram.  Society 
draws  caricature-,  and  in  this  >vay  tlin^^s  in  the  teeth  of 
fallen  kin.irs  the  affront-  which  it  fancie-  it  ha-  received  from 
them:  societv.  like  the  IJoman  youth  at  tlie  circus,  never 
shows  niercv  to  the  fallen  -ladiator:  mockery  and  money  are 
its  vital  necessitie-.  ••|teath  lo  tlie  weak  I"  That  is  iho 
oath  taken  hv  ihi.-  kind  of  Ivpie-trian  ordi'r.  in-tituted  in 
their  mid-t  h\  all  tlie  nation-  of  the  world:  everywhere  it 
make-  f<u-  the  elevatiiui  of  ihe  rich,  and  its  motto  i-;  deeply 
frravcTi  in  hearts  that  wealth  ha-  turned  to  stone,  or  that  have 
been  reared  in  ari-tocratie  j^rejudices. 

.\--emhle  a  collection  of  -choc'  hovs  totrether.     That   will 
give  you  a  society  in  miniature,  a  miniatun>  which  rej)refents 
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lift'  more  truly.  li('(iiiiM'  it  i-  -u  f'iMnk  nml  nrtlcs-;  iiinl  in  it 

voii    \\\\\  ai»,<_i.-  ;'.,,.!   , ;•  i     !:'!   !   I"'-..   .   ••'_-■<,. I   ..>  ,■ ,, 

j)l;irr  ill  the  ".'ciicral  r.-i iniat inn  Iwiuci  n  pity  and  coiitcinpt, 
on  af(f)nnt  of  tiicir  wcaknr.o  ami  >iiiriTint:.  Tm  ttn-r  iIk; 
MvaiiLTl  proniixs  lica\cn  liri'cat'tiT.  (In  luun-  \c\  jn  th,' 
>cali-  of  oryam/cd  creation.  If  >oinc  liird  atiMHi^r  it>  follows 
in  till'  coiirlyanl  ^i^l^(•n■-.  iho  iptlirrs  I'all  njinn  it  with  tlioir 
lioaks,  pluck  out  its  feathers,  and  kill  it.  The  wliolo  worhl, 
in  accnrdancc  with  it-  charter  nf  eL'oti-m.  ll^inL^s  all  it.s 
severity  to  hear  ujmn  UTctchcdne--  that  has  the  hardihood  to 
spoil  its  fostivitit'.-.  atid  to  ifmililc  its  jovs. 

Any  sulTertT  in  mind  or  Imdy.  any  helplc--  nr  jmor  tnan, 
is  a  pariah.  He  had  heiicr  rcmaiti  in  hi-  -ojiiiidc;  if  he 
(To.-^ses  the  hoiindary-line.  he  will  tiinl  waiter  cmtvu  here :  he 
will  tind  freezini:  cold  in  other  nien's  look-,  inanin'i-.  word-. 
and  hearts:  and  lucky  indeed  is  hi'  it'  h<'  iloc-  ]),,]  receive  .an 
insult  where  he  exjiected  that  -ytnpathy  would  he  expcmli'd 
upon  him.  Let  the  dyings  keeji  to  their  hed  of  ncLrleet.  and  aLTo 
sit  lonely  hy  its  fireside.  I'ortioidcss  maids,  f n  exc  and  hurn 
in  your  solitary  attics.  If  the  world  tolerate-  mi-epv  id'  anv 
kind.  it  is  to  turn  it  to  aceount  for  it-  own  jiurpo-.-,  to  make 
some  use  of  it,  saddle  and  hridle  it.  put  a  hit  in  its  mouth, 
ride  it  ahout.  and  p't  some  fun  cut  of  it. 

Crotchety  spinsters,  ladies"  companions,  put  ;i  cheerful  face 
ut>on  it.  endure  the  humors  of  your  so-called  henefactre-s, 
carry  her  lapdou-  for  her;  voi  ha\c  an  Knirli-h  pocdle  for 
your  rival,  and  you  mii-t  seek  \n  under-tand  the  moml-  of 
your  patrone-s.  and  amu-e  her.  and  -  kee|(  silence  almut  vour- 
selves.  As  for  ymi.  unhluvhinir  [lara-iic.  uncrewiicd  kinir  of 
unliveried  -erv.ants.  leave  y.iur  real  charactir  at  horn',  let 
your  diirestion  keep  [lace  with,  \oiir  he-l's.  !au_di  when  he 
lau<:hs.  mimrle  ynur  tear-  with  hi-,  and  find  hi-  epiijrams 
amusinir:  if  yu  want  tn  leii'v,.  youi'  luind  aliout  him.  wait 
till  he  is  ruined.  Tint  is  the  way  the  wurh!  -hows  its  re-[>eet 
for  the  unfortunate:  it  fiersccute-  them.  '<r  -lay-  tliem  :  it  de- 
pr'vp,s  them  of  their  manliood.  nr  ':iiiu!i!e>  them  in  the  dust. 

Such  thou^iht.-  as  the-e  welled  u[i  in   liaphad"-  heart   with 
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the  sikMciiik'-;-.  of  [Ki.-iic  iii.-pi nil pjii.  He  InoK-ci|  iiroiiml 
hiiri.  and  I'.li  the  iiitlufiicr  of  tlic  t'nrlpiiMiii;,'  -rli.HMi  th.il 
s()ci{'t\  hn-atlii>  out  in  onlcr  to  riil  it-ilt'  of  (lie  niirorniiuilf ; 
it  iiippi'fl  his  >otil  more  ciri'd  iiii'ly  ih.in  the  (■;!>(   wiin!  ;:ri[)s 

the  lioiiv   Ml    Id'CcrillifT.        II. ■  loil.nl   111-  ,inii-  omt  hjs  cllol,  Srt 

his  liacic  apntisl  the  wall,  atii!  tVII  inio  a  (lo<'p  iiirlaiicliolv. 
Iff  iiiu-cij  upon  iho  rinauM-o  liappiin-s  that  tlii.-  (Irpiv-Mn^' 
uay  of  livin;:  can  ^mvc.  What  ilni  it  anioiiiit  to?  Ainii.-t- 
nicnt  with  no  ploa-iiri'  in  it.  piioty  uiihoiit  irladiicss.  jo\li>s 
festivity,  fcMTod  dfcanis  ciiijity  of  all  tlolii.'iii,  lircwoo.l  or 
ashes  on  the  hearth  unhoiil  a  -jiark  <>i  llanie  in  them.  When 
he  raised  his  head,  he  found  iuni^elf  alont',  all  the  hillianl 
players  had  pwu-. 

"I  have  only  to  let  tlieni  know  my  power  to  make  them 
worship  niy  eouLdnii;:  fits.""  he  >aid  to  hini-rlf,  and  wrapped 
himself  a^'ainst   the  world  in  the  cloak  of  his  contenij.t. 

Next  day  the  resident  doctor  catiie  to  call  upon  him,  and 
took  an  anxious  interest  in  his  liealih.  Kapliael  felt  a  thrill 
of  joy  at  the  friendly  words  addresM'd  to  him.  The  doctor's 
face,  to  his  thinkin.:.  wore  an  expression  that  was  kind  and 
pleasant  :  the  pale  curls  of  his  wii:  secuird  redolent  of 
philanthropy:  the  s.piare  cut  of  his  coat,  the  loose  folds  of  his 
trousers,  his  hii:  (.)uaker-like  shoes,  everything'  aijout  him  down 
to  the  powiler  shaken  from  his  (jueue  and  dusted  in  a  circle 
upon  his  sli^rhily  stoopimr  shoulders,  rtvealed  an  apostolic 
nature,  and  spoke  of  I'hri.-tiaii  charily  and  of  the  solf-saerilieo 
of  a  man.  who.  ont  of  sheer  devotion  to  hi--  patients,  had  coin- 
polled  himself  to  learn  to  play  whist  and  Iric-trac  so  well  that 
he  never  lost  money  to  any  of  them. 

"My  r.ord  Manjuis."  said  he.  after  a  lon<;  talk  with  Raphael. 
"I  can  dispel  your  nneasiiiess  heyond  all  doubt.  1  know  vour 
constitution  well  enough  hy  this  time  to  assure  you  that  the 
doctors  in  i'aris.  wluwe  Lrreat  ahilitii-s  I  ki.  iw,  are  mistaken  as 
to  the  nature  of  your  complaint,  ^'oll  can  live  as  lon,ir  as 
Met!ni<elah,  my  [,(>rd  Mari|uis,  accid.-nts  only  excepted. 
Your  hinj:s  arc  as  sound  as  a  lilaek>mith"s  hellows,  vour 
Btomach  would  |)ul  an  ostrich  to  the  hlush;  hut  if  you  persist 
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in  living'  at  a  liijrli  altitudi',  vuii  iirr  ruiiniii;.'  llii'  ri.-k  of  ti 
ji!'iim)it  iiittTiiitiit  in  cun-rcratrd  M)ii.  A  fcu  words,  my 
Lord  Maniins,  will  niakr  niy  Mnaninu'  ilcar  to  you. 

"■('Iictnislrv,"  lif  lif;;aii,  "ha-;  shown  u>  tliat  man's  Im-atli- 
injx  is  a  rial  |iro(i-.-  of  ( iiniliiistinn.  and  tlii-  inlfnsity  <>''  its 
action  varies  ai(ordin;_''  to  the  aliiiiidaiK v  or  scari'ily  of  the 
p!do;,Mstic  !■!(  iiii'iil  st.irci!  lip  1p\  ;!'"  or;/ani>m  of  cai'li  in- 
dividual. I  n  voiir  I ;{-(;  ilic  |ililo;^'i-iic  or  iiitlammatory  cicnu'iit 
is  aliiindant  ;  if  you  will  jurmii  m<'  to  put  it  .-o.  yon  frcncrati' 
suj)i'rl!iious  oxyu'i'ii.  posst'ssinj.^  as  ynu  do  tin'  inllamniatory 
tfuijii-ramcnt  id'  a  man  dt'slincd  to  ixpcrirncf  stroUL,'  fmo- 
tions.  While  you  lircalhc  the  keen,  pun'  air  that  t^timulates 
life  in  nii'ii  of  lymphatic  constitution,  you  arc  a.^cclcrating 
an  expenditure  of  \itality  already  too  rapid.  One  of  the 
conditions  of  c.vi-tence  for  you  is  the  heavier  atmosphere  of 
tlio  plains  find  valleys,  ^es.  the  vital  air  for  a  man  consumed 
bv  ills  frenius  lies  in  the  fertde  pasiure-lands  of  (iermany.  at 
Toplitz  or  Baden-Baden.  If  Knirland  is  not  otmoxious  to 
you.  its  misty  climate  would  reduce  your  fever:  l)'it  the  situa- 
tion of  our  liaths.  a  thousand  feet  almve  the  li'vel  of  the 
Mediterranean,  is  dan^ferous  for  you.  Tliat  is  my  opinion 
at  least,"'  he  said,  witii  a  deprecatory  L'esture.  "and  I  '.'ive  it  in 
opposition  to  our  interests,  for,  if  you  act  upon  it,  we  shall 
unfortunately  lose  you." 

But  for  these  closinL'  words  of  liis.  the  affalilo  doctor's 
secmin<r  pood-nature  would  have  completely  won  Raphael 
over;  hut  he  was  too  profoundly  observant  not  to  understand 
the  meaning  of  the  tone,  the  look  and  irivture  tl-.at  accom- 
panied that  mild  sarcasm,  not  to  see  that  the  little  man  had 
be<'n  sent  on  this  errand,  no  douht.  by  a  tlock  of  his  rejoicinj; 
patients.  The  tlorid-lookinir  idlers,  tediou-  old  women, 
nomail  F.n,i:lish  people,  and  fine  ladies  who  had  driven  their 
husbands  the  slip,  and  were  eseorted  hither  by  their  lovers — 
oneand  all  were  in  a  plot  to  drive  away  a  wretched,  feeble  crea- 
ture about  to  die.  who  seemed  unaiile  to  hold  out  ayain^t  a 
daily  renewed  persecution  I  i'aphnel  aicepted  the  challeUL'e  ;  he 
foresaw  some  ainu.sement  to  lie  derived  from  their  mana'uvres. 
.6 
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"A-,     Mill     \\nlil,|     !„•    -n(\((!    .-il     I,, -in-     Mir,'    <;|j.l     If    t.,     |(i(. 

''"'■'■"'•  '■'    ^*i"  ■  imI.  .n.ir  I,.  ,i\,,ii   iii\-.lt'  n(  \,nir  -.""I  .hlMcc 
willmui    l.-,,\,„,.    ||„,  ,,|,.„,,      I    ,^|i|   ,,,,   ,||„,„,   ,,.,^,,,,,   ^^   ( ^^, 

'"'il'     '"  I'M.rrniv.    ;iii.!    th,.    .iiii„,-|,)„  IV    uiliiiri     ii     -li.ill     1„. 
rf;.Mi!:iii  .|  liv  \iiiir  iii-lMii  liiiiH." 

'I"ii''  'l'"K'r  immIi  r-i..,„|  ||„.  -;i,-,,i-i  !,■  ,niil.-  ili,-it  lurk, , I  al.uiit 
Ifnpli. !.'!■<  iiMMih,  ami  |o,,k  In-  Law  uit||,Mit  liinlm-  aiiniluT 
wnrd    111   -:i\\ 

''''"'  '  ■'  ''  "f  l'"HrLTl  11..,,  <j.y,u  lilimliv.!  {•.•••I  :i!,.,v..  111,. 
Mfilit.  naiicaii.  in  a  -nal  liullnu  aiimn-  th.'  ja--i'(l  j.rak,  nf 
<'"'  ''i'!-:  il  -I'.irkh-  iIhiv.  tli,-  l,lia-t  ,|rn[.  .,{  uain-  n,  tlir 
"■•"■'''■  '■''■'"II  il"'  -'Mill!  ii  ,.r  lllr  CalV  Tn,,!!,  til.-  lakr  l,..|,,\v 
]<>«k<  likr  a  'Irav  !  ii  npini-,..  TLi^  Invlv  ^hrrt  of  ual.T  i-; 
.•ilioMt  tw.'!!t\--r\,  n  mill-.  PMiml.  ami  m  -.,nic  [.hicrs  i-  in-arlv 
flvi'  liuniiriil   (■•■•'!   iIiTp, 

Vvjh'i-  Ihc  cli.mM,—  -ky.  in  vmir  Imat  in  ili^  mid-t  of  tlir 
frrca!  rspan-f  <.|'  \(atiT.  u  iili  i.nlv  llif  xmml  of  ih,.  nar-  iii  \oiir 
«'iir<.  onlv  till-  \aLMK'  oinlin,.  of  ihr  lulls  on  tlir  hori/on  l./.foiv 
you;  you  ailii,i;v  ilic  i:liiiirin,'r  si)o\\<  of  ih,.  i'Vinch 
Manriciim-  von  pa-<.  now  liy  ina>>cs  of  Lrranilo  clad  in  tli." 
vi'hrt  of  un-on  lurf  or  in  low-LTo\vin_'  >liruliN.  now  !,v 
plcii-iiiil  -lopliiL'  nnado\\<;  iIhtc  i-;  always  a  wildcriir"  on  the 
on('  hand  and  f-  rtilo  lain!-  on  the  otli.r.  and  l.oili  harinonics 
and  di--onanir-^  iohmh.-i.  a  -rcric  fo|-  \oii  uIhtc  I'vcrv't'^iir 
is  at  nni-c  -^niall  ami  \a-l.  ami  voii  iVrl  soiir-i'lf  to  l,c  a  |,.,or 
onlook<T  at  a  LMvai  l.am|iio|.  'I'lio  .M,nli:.,|,...|,i,,,,  of  ih,. 
inoHniain<  liriiiL'-  a!>oiit  nii-!i  adiiiL''  opiii-al  rondiiJon.;  and 
illiNion-  of  p.T-p-riix,.;  a  piiii'-iivr  a  Inindn-d  fcot  in  liciLdit 
look-;  lo  111-  a  tiKTi-  \Mvd  :  u  idi-  \alli'\s  look  a-  narnw  as 
rm'ailow  palh<.  'I'tic  lake  i>  tlw  ..nly  on,,  wlaiv  thi-  .•,ui- 
fiiii'iico<  of  hoart  and  liian  rati  he  •■scliaii'j'cd.  'I'Ik  ro  oiir  can 
love;  ilicrc  one  can  nu'diiatc  Xo'vIht"  on  earth  will  you 
find  ,1  clo-er  nnderstandiiii:  hctwcen  the  water,  tin.  sl;v,  the 
TTinuntaiii-.  and  the  field-.  There  i<  a  hal.ni  there  for  all  the 
nin'tation-  of  life.  Tin.  place  keeps  the  secrets  of  sorrow  To 
it-etr.  the  sorrow  that  crows  jes-  heneath  it-  -oothiii;:  in- 
fliK'iii"':   .iiid   to   love,   it   i:ive<  a,  lmmvc.  and    nieditafive  <'ast, 
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di  i-pctiin);  pn-sinn  ami  |iiint'\  itiu'  il.  A  ki--;  iIhT"'  lii'idiiiivs 
>Mimtliiii|:  ;:n-at.  I'.ui  !m\.>iii|  all  >lli.r  'Inn--  il  i>  ilif 
laki'  for  iiiiiiinrii'~ ;  il  .ii'l-  tin  in  li\  Iriiilm^'  to  tlirin  tlic  jmc-* 
III'  ii>  iiun  uasc,-;  ii  i~  a  i.  iinr  in  uhuli  rviT\  iliiii^'-  i~  ri'- 
tlfctrd.  Only  licrr,  wiih  iln-  luvrly  l.iti(i.-(  a|ii'  all  apiinicl  Inni, 
ciiiild  li'M[plijirl  finiiirr  ili>  liiipl''  laid  iijMin  lnni;  lirri'  lie 
could  rriiiaiii  il-  u  laiiiruid  dnann  r.  williiiut  a  ui-h  nl'  his 
own. 

Ill-  Went  out  u|ion  ihr  lako  afi.r  ihr  dn(  tm-V  vi-it.  ami 
was  landed  at  a  Ion. -In  [luint  nii  iln  |ilia-aiii  .-I'lpc  ^iicrc  tin- 
villa.i:!'  of  >.iinl-I  iiii'M  .til  i,  ^itiiahd.  'riu-  \\--\v  fiom  llii- 
[ironionlory,  a-  om-  may  call  it,  roiiij,|-i-.r-  iln-  !i('i;.dii,,  nf 
Miiircy  with  till'  iilioiic  liowiM::  a!  ilnii'  fool,  and  tln^  i ml  .,|' 
tin-  lake;  Kul  Ijai'liail  lik'il  lo  look  ai  ilir  o[p|ioriir  -liorc  from 
tlii'iici',  at  till'  iiiiLim  holy  lookuiir  A1i1m\  ..f  Jjaiitr-C 'umhr.  ihi' 
hii r\  inL:-|iiai  o  of  ihi-  Sanlinian  iviiiLr-.  \'.  In*  iii-  [iro>iratc  ilirrr 
hi'fofo  iho  hill,-,  liko  [lilirrim-  come  :.•  la-l  to  llu'ir  joiirn.'yV 
end.  'i'ho  -ili'tirc  of  the  kind-ra|M'  Wa-  hi'oki  II  li\  llir  iMii 
rhythm  of  ih<-  >trokr.~  of  ihr  .lar;  it  •'■■  im  d  to  lind  a  voicr  for 
tht'  |i!ac«',  in  rnonoionour  radi'iici-  lilv  tlir  rliatitiiiir  of  iiionkj. 
'ilic  ]\Ian|ui<  was  .-nrpri-td  to  llnd  vi~iior-  to  tlii-  u>iia]lv 
lonely  part  of  the  lalNc;  and  a-  he  mii-ed.  lie  uai'lied  the 
people  >eated  ill  the  hoat,  and  reeoi'iiiziil  in  the  stern  tin; 
oldorly  lady  who  had  spoken  .-o  har.-hly  to  him  the  evening 
he  fore. 

N'o  one  took  any  noiii.-  of  !,',i|ihaei  ..,-  the  hoat  pas-ed, 
except  the  elderl\  l,id\'s  eompanion.  a  poor  oiil  maid  of  noMe 
faiiiilv,  \\  ho  howed  to  him.  and  u  hom  it  -'emed  to  him  that 
he  saw  for  the  fir-t  time.  .\  few  >oeond-  lao^r  he  had  already 
for.L'otten  the  vi-itor-.  who  had  ra;iid!\  di-apfH^afd  liehind  the 
promontor\'.  uIhii  he  heard  the  lliitti  riii','  of  .-i  iliv--  and  the 
sound  of  liLdit  foot>teps  not  far  from  him.  lie  turned  ,i!ioiit 
and  saw  the  loinpanion  ;  and.  irui's-inL:  from  her  eniharrn-:-"d 
manner  that  she  wi.-hed  to  -pe.ak  \\  ii!i  him.  he  walked  towards 
her. 

She  was  soiiii'where  ahoin  tliirtv---i\  vi^ar-  of  a'/e,  thin 
and  tall,  ri'Served  arnl  prim.  and.  like  all  old  maid.-.  serme(l 
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pnxxird  in  know  wlii(  h  w.iy  to  l.H.k,  an  cxprc-sion  no  l<.n;:.T 
in  kfc]iin_r  uiil,  hn-  inca-nrci!.  .- priii-lo.-.  ami  h.'.-ital  ii:-  ~^ir]». 
She  was  iH.iii  yoiiMLr  ami  ..Id  al  ilir  -aim'  lirnr,  aii'i.  !iv  a  ctT- 
tain  <lij.niiiv  in  lirr  can-ia-c.  .-Iiouvil  tin-  liiuli  \a;ii.'  which 
she  M'l  iip.m  Iht  cliiirni-  and  [irrl'cri  inn~.  In  adiiiiion.  her 
inovomonK  wciv  all  dminiv  and  di-<-ivri.  h'kr  iImm-  ,,1'  wumcn 
mIk.  aiv  airiHtonicd  to  lake  irivat  rare  (d'  I licni>cl\r<.  no  duuht 
hccau-c  thrv  (k-irc  not  t<.  hr  c-licalrd  of  lovc,  ihrir  dostinod 
end. 

■•^'our  life  is  in  danger,  sir:  ilo  not  con,;-  to  the  Chih 
api.n  !'■  slic  >aid.  <tc|i|iinL;-  hack  a  ]iaiv  or  two  from  ii'aphai  1, 
as  if  her  rcpuiaiion  had  h.on  alrrad\  conipronii-cd, 

"I5ut,  niadonioi.-ciio.""  said  llaphad,  sniiiin-.  •■pjoas." 
explain  vonr.self  more  cloarlv,  Miiee  vou  liavu  condi-ccndod 
so  far " 

"All,"  she  answered,  "unless  I  had  ha<i  a  vcrv  stron,^' 
nint-'-e.  I  should  never  havo  run  the  ri.-k  of  nlfendin;:  the 
countess,  for  if  she  ever  eaine  to  kno^v  that  i  had  warned 
you " 

"And  who  would  tell  her.  inadenioi-elle  :-""  cried  Uaphael. 

"True,"  the  old  maid  an-uered.  Slie  looked  at  him, 
quakinir  like  an  owl  out  in  the  M]nli::ht.  "j'.ut  think  of 
yourseii.  '  she  wi'iit.  on:  ",-ocrnl  ynunij-  men.  who  nani  tr* 
drive  you  away  from  the  haihs  ha\e  aL:reed  to  ]iiek  a  ijuarrel 
with  \ou,  and  to  force  you  into  a  duci."" 

The  elderly  lady"s  voice  sounded  in  the  di-tanei\ 

"Mademoiselle,"  he;xaii   the   Manpii-,  "my   irratilude " 

But  his  proleetres<  had  tied  already:  she  had  heard  the  voice 
of  her  mistress  s(picakinir  afre>h  amoiii:-  the  rocks. 

"I'oor  ^Mrl  I  tinhappine>s  alwavs  under-tands  and  helps  the 
unha[)py,"  Raphael  thou>:lit,  and  sat  himself  down  at  the  foot 
of  a  tree. 

The  key  of  every  science  is,  beyond  cavil,  tin-  mark  of  in- 
terrogation: we  owe  mo-t  of  our  greatest  di-eoveries  to  a 
]Vhi^?  and  all  the  ui.vdiun  in  the  worhl.  perhaps,  consists  in 
a.^^kirij:  Wherrfdrc?  in  everv  connection.  But.  on  the  other 
hand,  this  acquired  prescience  is  the  ruin  of  our  illusions. 


TIIE  .\<;().\Y  ^,4- 

So  Val,.niin.  Iwu-in^r  ,,k,  n  il,..  „!,!  „,,,.]•>  kin,]lv  .vnon  f.,r 

^''^^  "'-''  "*   '"-^   "•' '-i-'K  iii-.i-l,N.  without   th;.  ,l,.i,lHrat.- 

proin,mn-sof  i>luln.„,,|,_v.  ,ku-!  Ii,„i  it  full  of^ali  an,l  worm- 

WOdcl. 

"ft  is  not  at  all  .■Mra,.nli„,rv  tint  a  i:.nilr\v,.man'<  gm- 
t!..womansI,oul.ltak..a  :■,■,,.      f-  -n.."  sai,!  li.  i„  himsHf      "l 
amhn.nty-.,.v.>nv..ar    ,>!,!..,,„!   i   Lm.  a,  ,i,l,.  an,!  an  itu.,,,. 
•;'^"*'  '"""';■'■''''"'"-  H  a  ^.■a.^      i;.,t,ha,  hrr  m,st r..,-.  who 
hates  water  like  a  rah      .■,,!--,•,.,  i,   ,,,n,|,i  he  hard  to  -jv,.  ,he 
['"""•'"■'''"■■•'"'i'^'f  .nalter-,:„n  her  tniMtv.,  .houhl  have 
In-on^^ht   h,.r  here  i„  a  !,„al  !      I.  nn,    ,ha,    verv  stran.^'  and 
wonderlnl?     Thos,.  (w,,  wmnw,  eat,,,,  into  Savov  te  ~leep  like 
marmots:  tlHT  ask  If  .:::v  has  ,lau-ne,!  at   n„on  ;  an,]  to  think 
hat  they  eo„Id  .-.vt  up  tl,is  murnin;:  hefor..  ..j.^ht  oVh.ek.  to 
take  their  chance  in  riinninL'-  after  nie  .'■" 
_    Very  soon  th,.  ohl  man!  a:.!  h-r  ,.!derlv  inn,.,-.,,,.,.  h,.,.anK- 
m  his  eyes    a  hv.h  manilVsiat ion  „f  that  artifi,  lal.  n,ali,.io„s 
little  \.or!d.      It  ua.  a,  paitrv  dev,,.,..  ;,  ,.h,„„v  a,-t,ti,  e.  a  p,,.,.. 
of  priest  s  or  wonnn.-s  ,.raft.     Wa^  t!„.  dit,.)  a  mvth.  or  ,li,| 
they  merely  want  to  fri^diten  him  ?      UmI  tli,-,.  p,.,tv  ep-alnr,- 
n.,pml,.nt  and  leasin-  as  fii,...  !,ad  >,„-,  ,.,|..d  in  w.Hnulm-  \u< 
vanity.  ,n  r,,us,n-  his  pri.l..,  ai.-l  ..vc,,,nu-  his  ,-„rioMtv.   ^Fn- 
willm.:  t,.  hec,„n,.  thi.ir  duj,,..  ,,r  t,,  !,■,.  iak,.,i   f,>r  a 'e,,wan| 

an,]  even  ,l,v,.ricd  periiaps  hy  th.,.  lit I,-an,a.  !„>  went  to  the 

Cluh  that  V(.rv  evciiiiii:. 


lie  stood    leanini:  against    il 
stayed   there  oiiietlv   in 


1,.  niarhle  ,himnev-piece.  an,! 
.      "   '1'"  niiiM!,.  ,,f  the  princi),a;   -alo,,n. 
d'un^r  Ins  hest  to  ,riv,>  no  ,„„■  ;„iv  a,lvanta-v  ,,ver  liiin-  hut 
he  sorntiniz,.,!  the  fac,.^  ahout  him.  ami  i:av,.  a  crtain  va.  ae 


otFence  to  tliose  assemhl 


I.  hy  hi-:  in-;peftion.        Like  a  ,l,,i: 


aware  of  his  sfron.crtli.  h,-  auaite<l  the  contest  on  his  .,wn 
ground,  without  nnn,.,.,...-arv  harkim:.  Towanls  th,.  ,.nd  of 
the  ,.v,.nin,-  he  stroll,.,!  in,.,  the  can'n.o,,,.  walkin-  l.,.,w,H.n 
the  door  and  anolh,.r  that  oi„.ne,|  into  ,h,.  hilliar,|-room 
throw.n-  a  -Ian.-..  f,.on,  tin,,,  t,.  tin,,-  ov,.,-  a  -roup  „f  voun,^ 
inen  that  had  -ath,.,-,.,!  ;!„.,-,,  If..  h,.ar,!  hi^  nam.Mn..„i  i,,,,,.,] 
after  a  turn  or  two.        Alth.aioi,   thev  lowei-ed   tli,.ir  vie,.-- 
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Ril|iliacl  P;l>ny  LM1c--ci1  ;li,il  he  ll.id  iMcdiiin  llir  to[iii-  uf  tlicir 
(Ichaic  Willi  he  iihIi'iI  In  (•alrliiii^:.^  a  jilwa-c  or  luu  .-pokL'ii 
aluiiil. 

"\(>u  !'■' 

"V.s.  I." 

"I  il.iri'  yon  \n  (\,t  it  !" 

"Lit  u~  iiiaki'  a  ln-t  "ii  it  !"' 

"Oil.   he  Mill    ilu   il." 

.)u>t  a-  \'aiciii  in,  t  iirKHN  in  Lai'ii  itic  jiiattiT  nf  tlic  uaunT, 
caiiii'  It]'  !i>  |ia\  (Mi-if  alliiilinii  |i)  uiia!  linv  Wi-V'-  -avini,', 
a  tall.  .-Ifiinij".  Liiinii-l'inkiiiir  miimil;'  l'i!iii\i-,  \Ui(i.  Iin\\r\,-r.  ikx- 

i^o^scd      till'     ii!!|"Mlin'aii      -tan'      priiiliai'     Im      | pi,,     who 

have  iiialcrial  I'MiTr  at  lln'ir  iiai-ix.  raiiH'  mil  t>\'  liir  liiiliani- 
rootii. 

"I  an;  ilrpiiti'd.  >ir.""  Iir  said  cihiIIx-  .■i(]i!p,.>,jt)i.'-  tln'  Mar- 
fjuis.  "ill  itiai<i'  Villi  aw^ii'i'  nt'  -dimiI  iiin:;  wliirli  \iiii  dn  nut 
si'i'iii  to  kiinw;  yiiiii-  fai  i-  and  pri--iiii  ii-ii' rall\  ai'c  a  smirrc  of 
aniiiiyanir  tn  cmtx-  nin'  iicr-i'.  and  in  iiii'  m  pan  indar.  ^'mi 
ha\i'  tiin  iiiMi-!i  pnldriii'--  iHii  !ii  -ai M !in •  \ i m r-i-! t'  tn  til.'  pulilir 
jrood.  and  I  iii'L''  lliai  \nu  \nil  not  -Imw  vmirMdl'  in  tlic  Clnl) 
a^L'ain." 

"Tliis  sort  of  Juki-  !ia~  Iiimd  jii'i-pi'tr  iii  d  iirfm'i'.  ^ii-.  in  L'ar- 
rison  tnwiH  at  tia'  liiiii-  •<(  tlm  i'  [nn-:  lait  nn\\ada\>  it  is 
exrf't'diii'jiv   liad    fmaii."   -aid    iiapnaid   dri'w 

'■f  am  nnl  jukiii':.'"  i!ir  vniniL;'  man  :in-\\i'ri'd  ;  "and  f  ri'- 
pcat  it  :  yonr  liraltli  w  d!  In'  inn-idrraii!\  lin'  wnr-i'  fnp  a  -!av 
luTc:  tilt'  Imat  and  liLdit.  the  air  <<{  tiic  -ainnii,  and  tlu' 
companv  arc  all   iiad   for  Mair  loinplaini." 

"Wdicrc  did  yon  ~tiidy  nirdirinc  r"  Kapharl  impiirid. 

"f  took  ni\  liaidii'lor's  dcu'rcn  on  L(  paL'i'"~  ^ilontin^r-,l^•onnd 
in  Paris,  and  was  made  a  doctor  at  Ccrizicr's,  the  kimr  nf 
foils." 

"There  i<  one  last  dcLrrcc  left  for  ymi  to  take,"  -aid 
Valentin;  "-tndy  the  ordinary  rules  of  |io|iiene~s.  and  vou 
will  l)c  n  [lerfcct  Lreiitleni.an." 

'I'lie  voiinL'  men  ai!  eanie  out  of  the  liilliai'd  room  in-t  then, 
some  disposed  to  iauirli,  sonic  siKait.     Tlie  ai  tent  ion  of  other 
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pl.'ivcr^  u;i~  .Iniun  tn  i),,,  „i,'iittT:  rlirv  l,.fi  tli.ir  rani,  i,, 
'^■'"■'  ■'  'I'i'in-.  'In. I  njnirr,!  ili.-ir  inMinrH.  |;;,|,),a..|  alnnc 
■•unn,,;:  ,1„.  [„,  ,1,.  f.,.„w,l.  di,l  his  ImM  f.  k.vp  ,.n,,I.  an.l  ii„i 
'"  i""  li""-'!l'  in  aiiv  uav  iii  i!„.  urn,,-;  l„u  hj,  adv.T^arv 
''■""'-  ^""""•'■'1  n  Nin-aMii  (nniaiimi-  an  insult  ruw-lwd  m 
lUiUMiall.v  kr.-n  lan^Mia-r,  I,,,  ivpli,.,!  -nu^'lv; 

"\Vf  .anrmt  l,(,x  nun'-  ,  ar-.  nr.  in  \\u-r  .lavs  l,r,t  T  am  at  a 
\<'-<  tnv  anv  unnl  \,y  uhich  i..  .ti^rniatizi'  ,~uch  ouanllv  l.e- 
i:avinr  a-  \<<\\r-." 

"ThatV  ,.i,u!,u!,.  thai'.  ,.nn„::h.  y,.,,  ,,,„  ,.n„„.  „,  an  rx- 
!'''•";"'""  t-iMnrruu.-  ...v.Tal  u.un-  mm  .xrhuin,,U  int,.r[.o>- 
111^'-  lM'i\\..i-n  ti  ,.  u\n  cliaiiiph.ii-. 

Hajiliac!  I.f'  il,..  rMHin  ii:  llir  r!iara(  trr  ..f  ai^-n-.s..,-  aft.-r 
'"■  '■■"'  ■"■'•'!"  'i  ■'  !"-'.|i"~al  In  ,n...i  n,ar  i!„.  ChAtrau  .!,■ 
Jionl.-an.  .n  a  hn!,.  .l,,p,n-  nnaJuv,,  n..i  v,.r\  far  IV,. ,„  ,'■,■ 
n.'ulv  nia.i,.  road,  hv  uh,,-,:  ilm  man  ul.n  ,amr  ..tr  virinrio,,. 
eoiiM  rv:uU  l.vun-.  |;apl,a.i  muM  m-wmihm-  .akr  tu  hi-  |„.,i 
or  Irav,.  ih,.  hath.s  Th..  m-uo,-:  ha,!  ,,ainr.l  th.ar  point.  At 
ei<rht  <Ml,„k  n,xt  m,.rnin-  hi.  ania  :,,iii,-i.  folluuea  hv  iw,, 
smiml^  ami  a  Miri:,.,,n.  arnv,',l  fir-i  ot:  the  -rmnnl. 

"\Vr  >.liall  -In  v.Tv  iHclv  l„.iv  :  -h.rnaN  u  ^atlirr  f,,r  a  -Jud  ''" 
iK'  f-nnl  -nly.  lrM,k!ii-  at  ihr  hin..  vanlt  .  f  ~kv  ah.iv,.  al  the 
watfT^nf  th..  Iak,>.  an,|  th,-  n..-ks  ui,hn„t  a  -in'-h-  mrhMirhnlv 
pHsoniiimmt  ,.r  .!,,uhi  .,f  ;h,.  i^-ur  -If  1  uin-^  lii„,  ••  h',, 
N^.nt  on.  "I  .hall  -rml  !iim  l..  !h.,|  f,,,-  a  monih:  rh.  ,l,„-!,,r '•• 
'•At  th(>  virv  \<n-\."  ihc  >nr-<M.n  r,'piir,!:  ••i,iM  |,,t  thai  -.nl- 
lou-  tw-if:  alnnc.  or  yon  will  u.mtv  v,,i;i-  uri~l.  an,!  th, m  ^  nn 
will  not  fir..  <tr-a,lily.  Von  mi-ht  kill  '..air  man  lium  in^i^.a-i  of 
woundini:  him." 

Thf  iioiM'  of  a  f-arria'/c  \va-  hcanl  apuroa.-hint:. 
"Tlrro  h(>  i..,-  -aid  ill..  MTMn,!-,  \v!i,,'.n„n  d,'Mri,.,]  a  <'n]vchQ 
romin-  ii'nnr  th,.  n.a.l  :  ,t  «a-  ,!ni..v,i  hy  fo„r  horn....  and  tlicn- 
wore  twn  rio;iili,)ns, 

^    "What    a   .puvr   pr,u-,.,.,!in^ !"   .aid    Vahntin'^   antairmii^t ; 
Iktc  !.,•  r-,.ni,'<  [u,.t-ha..^if  |,.  hi-  ^hot  "' 
Til,'  <!|..'ht,-..:t    iT„-id,ait   ah,. Ml    a   ,ln,.L  .-,.  .,1„,„|   a   ^tak,.  at 
cards,    maki.s   an    impr,.v-i,,n   .,r.    tlic   mind,-   ,;f   ihosf   deeply 
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CdiiC'erncil  in  tlu'  ri'^nli-  nf  ihc  afTair:  <i>  iln'  Y'iuiil''  ma" 
avvai''i|  \h.f  arri'al  ff  tlir  carriage  willi  a  kind  nt'  iiin'a-iiii 
It  >!  ji|ii  il  in  tin-  mad  :  nld  .lonatlMn  laiiorinii-ly  dc-rrni! 
fniii!  It.  in  the  tir-t  place,  lo  a-sist  liaphac!  to  aliL'hl  :  hv  .Mip- 
pcrli-d  liini  with  lii-  IVchlc  arms,  and  j-lmurd  him  all  the 
niinnti'  allcniiuns  that  a  Iomt  lavi.-hi'^  upon  hi-  inislr-'ss. 
i'.iiih  hccainc  ln>t  ti)  -iL'iu  in  llif  funtpaih  tliat  lav  hriucni 
till'  liitrhrnad  and  the  field  where  the  duel  \va-  to  take  ])Iaee ; 
thev  Wife  waikiiiL'  -!n\v!y.  and  did  imt  anpear  a^'ain  fur  sdinc 
lime  after.  'I'iie  I'uni'  nii[.,(.kcis  at  thi>  -iranL'e  -peetaele  fell 
dee[ilv  nin\cd  \)v  the  -i:;!!!  of  X'aleiiiin  as  he  leaned  on  hi.'4 
ser\ain"s  arm:  he  wa-  \va-!ed  and  pale;  hr  limped  a-  if  lie 
had  the^'out.  went  with  hi-  In  ad  howed  down,  and  -aid  not  a 
word.  \<n]  niii:!it  have  taken  them  hr  a  eouplr  of  old  men, 
one  hrokeii  with  vears.  the  other  worn  ont  with  thoii'_dit  ;  the 
elder  lion  In-  aL'e  \  i-ihl y  w  ritien  in  his  white  hair,  the  younirer 
was  of  no  ai:e. 

"1  have  not  slept  all  night,  sir:"'  so  IJaphael  erreetod  hi.s 
antat:oni^t. 

The  iev  tone  and  terrihie  L^Ianee  iliat  went  with  the  words 
made  tlie  real  a;j'i:fe,--or  -hudder :  lie  Icnew  that  he  v,-as  in 
the  wroni:.  and  felt  in  -ei-ret  a-hamed  of  hi-  Ixdiavior.  Thorc 
was  something.'-  -tratitre  m  itaphae!"-  liearinir.  tone,  and  p's- 
ture:  the'  Maripii-  stopped,  and  every  one  else  was  likowiso 
silent.  The  unea^-y  and  ion-!rain<'d  feeliii;.'-  ltl'W  to  a 
height. 

"There  i-  vet  time.""  he  Went  on.  "to  otTer  me  sotne  sliu-ht 
api'logv  :  and  otVer  it  yoii  mu-t.  e,r  von  will  die.  sir!  'Son 
relv  even  now  on  vonr  ilexteritv.  and  do  not  -iirink  from  an 
rnfonnter  in  whi(  li  yon  helieve  all  t!u'  advantage  to  bo  npon 
ynnr  side.  Verv  i:ood.  -ir:  I  am  :'■  nerons.  I  .am  letting  you 
know  niv  siipcrioritv  hefoivhand.  I  pos-,--  a  terrihie  jiower. 
I  have  oidv  to  wi-h  to  do  >o.  a'ld  I  can  neiitrali/i^  ymir  skill, 
dim  vonr  eve-iLiiit.  malce  vour  hand  and  jml-e  nni^teady.  and 
,,v,,n  kill  e..,i  ontriglir.  [  li,:ve  no  wi-h  to  he  eompelled  to 
exereiso  mv  power:  the  n-e  of  it  co'^ls  me  t"o  dear.  ^  on 
wonld    iHit    he   the  onlv   one   to   die.        So   if  you   refuse  to 
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aj.  .logize  to  mo.  iki  riiattrr  what  vair  r.\|Hri('n(r  in  murckr, 
vuur  hall  will  ^>,  iim  ihc  watrrfali  tluri',  ami  nunc  will  .-pwd 
strai^'hl  In  your  luart  though  I  do  u<>\  aim  ii  at  you." 

Conl'u.-fil  v()i(c>  luhrruj.itMl  j.'aphacl  at  this  [mini.  All 
the  time  that  lie  was  .-ii.'ai<iii-,  ilir  .Manjuis  had  kfjn  hi.<  in- 
tokTal.iy  kvvu  pi/.c  lixcd  uixin  \u>  anta<,'oui.-t  ;  now  hf  dn  w 
hiiiisi-lf  up  and  .-hownl  aii  nii]ia.~^ivf,  facf,  like  that  of  a 
daii^a'fou.-,  madman. 

"Mak'j  him  hold  hi.-  ton.iruc"  tlic  youn^r  „,;,,i  !■  d  .-aid  to 
one  of  his  seconds;  "that  voice  of  hi.-  is  tearing  the  ln^arl  out 
of  me." 

'■>  ly  no  more,  sir;  it  is  (juite  u-elcsr,"  cried  (he  seconds  and 
the-  surgeon,  addres-mg  h'ajihacl. 

"(lenilet.Meii.  I  am  fullllling  a  duty,      lias  this  vmin"  gen- 
tleman any  tinal  arraiigement>  to  make!'" 
"That  is  (•nough ;  that  will  (In." 

'riie  Manjuis  remained  ,-tanding  .-tcadily,  never  t'or  a 
moment  lo.-ing  sight  of  his  aniagmii,-t  ;  ami  ihc  latier  >eemed. 
like  a  bird  before  a  -nake,  tu  he  overwhelmed  hv  a  well-nii:h 
magical  ]iower.  lie  was  cmnjjelled  to  endure  that  homicidal 
gaze;  he  met  andsimnned  it  ince.-.-amlv. 

"I  am  thirsty;  gi\e  me  .-dine  water "  he  .-aid  atrain  to 

the  >eeond. 

"Are  you  ner\ous  ?" 

''Yes,"  he  aii-w-ei'cd.     "There  is  a   fascination  abor.t   that 
man's  ginwing  lyo."" 
"Will  yon   ap'iJDgixe ?" 
"It  i.-  too  lati'  nnw." 

The  two  antagiiiiists  were  placed  at  fifteen  jiaco"  di.-tance 
from  each  othtT.  Kadi  of  them  had  a  brace  of  yii-tols  m  hand. 
and.  aecordiuL''  to  tin-  prnLn-amni''  pre-cnbcc'  fur  liiein.  ci-ii 
was  to  fire  twice  when  ami  how  he  jilcascrj.  but  after  the 
signal  liad  bi'cn  given  by  tln'  seeoiid- 

"What  are  ynu  dnm;:.  ('Iiarles!'"  e\claimei!  the  \-oiing  man 
who  acted  as  .second  to  Raphaer-  antairmiist ;  "voii  are  putting 
in  the  ball  befoi-e  the  powder  I" 

"T  am  a  dead  man,"  lie  muttered,  by  way  of  answer;  "you 
have  put  me  facing  the  ,-uii " 
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"TlK.   -un    li-s    iH'hind    you."    -;.h1    Val^ruiri    -i.Tuly    nn^ 

tl,..  n„,"that  thr  .\-^m\  \uu\  iHvn  -,n.i>.  nr  ,hat  In.  anta,un.ni=l 

\va<  ciirfl'iillv  takiii'-T  aim. 
VTluT.  «a;  .oniHhin-  -o  appailin-  in  thi.  .up^rnalural  un- 
c.n,urrn.  that  ,t  air.-t..!  rvm  llu'  two  IwHtilmn^.  I.n.u^ht 
.iHtlMP  !.v  a  .  ru.l  ,.unnMty.  /  Hapiuu.l  ua>  Ht  h-T  irv.nuMus 
,„,„,.  „P  ,,'avln.  wnh  it.  lor  ho  ,alko,!  >u  .Iu„a.han.  .nnl 
!o„k<.a  ,ouanl/l:nn  a^  lu  rooo.vo,!  hi^  a^l^.^arv  .  Im. 
.Charlo.-  i,ullot  hroko  a  l.ranrh  .,!•  uillnw.  ana  nooohrted  n u 

th.surfa.vonlu.  wa.or:  Uaphao!  Ii>v,!  a.  rnnlouu  an^l  shot 
his.n,a.on-,.hrou.h,hoh,.ar..  lio  ,1h1  no,  hood  ,  no  v,.m, 
,„,H  a.  ho  :lrop,H.l:  ho  humo.lly  sou-h.  ih.  Ma-u-  >k,n 
l,>^c.o.hatano,horn,anM.'-ohaaoo.,  him.  Tlie  tahsnmn 
was  11"  hiriror  than  a  >mall  oak-loat.J  •>       t    t 

'•Whal  aro  vou  .L^apin-  at.  you  po.-iilions  ov.t  tliero.        i-ei 
lie;  ho  (»!T  ■"  saiil  tlio  Maruuis. 

T^Jt   ;amo   ovonin.   h.   .ro-..l    tho    K.-ouoh    honl...    un- 
n..,liatolv  sot  ou,   for  Auvo,-.no.  ami  naohod  tho  spnn.^  o 
M.mt  Doro.     A^  ho  t ravoh.l.  ihopo  .nr_^o,l  up  m  hi::  hoart.  all 
a,  on.o.  om.  of  ,ho-o  thou.ht^  that  oo„,o  ,o  uc  a^  a  rav  nt  .un- 

li.l,t  i>iom.-  throULTh  th<.  thiok  n.i-t^  in  -nu;  dark  va    .'V-a 
i;ioili.h,onna.nt.apnno.-.>.aoity,ha,   l,,h,.,ip    h.a- 

complishod  faot    Torn,  that  !av-  our  orrors  haro.  amlo  v.. 
Without  oxou..  in  our  o.n  ovo.      1,  .ul.l.nlv  .  ruok  h, 
^,^,,,   „„,  „n.,o.-ion  of  powov.  uo  uuitor  how  onormou^,  <\u\ 
nnthrhi^withi.thoknowlo,]^.  howtou^o.t     lh..so,.ptr<->.a 

plvthim^  for  a  rh„.l.  an  axo  for  a  Muhohou  an.  for  a 
Spl.onalovorhvwhi.h,oniovonioworl,l.  !W...vos 
^  'iu<t  a^  it  1n.l.  iH:onlv  ^na.  naturo.  .nnv  ^roator  b> 
"ts  moans.     Raphaol   \v.u\  had  c-vorvthin.^  in  h.s  ].ower.  and 

ho  hail  tlono  ^lothinL^  .      . 

.\t  tlu.  <nrin-s  of  Mon*  Poro  h'^  ramo  a-am  m  rontaoc 

wiih  a  iittio\voHd  of , ri--'--->-''''^-''''-^'':;,;'x:;s 

tl,o  .>a.^.M-  hasto  thai  animal  dio>lav  wh,.ri  thov  --"t  afar  off 
lof'th..irown.pooi,.lvin..loa.l.an     l...awav^^    I  ho  d  ^ 

HUo  was  mutual.     His  hUo  advonturo  had  gtvon  him  a  deep 
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distaste  f(ir  society:  h\<  tir~t  can-.  rMH-i-nii'iitlv,  wa-  to  tin.!  a 
lod^'iiiL'  at  -diiie  i!i-taiiiv  I'rcni  tli.'  iii'i,:rlilinrlin.i.l  uf  the 
sprin.i^s.  Iii-iin(tivel\  h,.  iVIi  uiiliiri  him  the  nrril  of  dose 
(■(ifitaet  with  nature.  '<(  naiiiral  i  iiini  icn-,  ainl  nf  the  veL'eta- 
tivc  life  iiit'i  wiiieh  we  -ink  -k  ijhiillv  ainiin^''  the  ili'lds. 

'I'lie  (hiv  ai'lei-  lie  arrivid  hr  eiinihrd  the  I'ir  de  Saliev,  Ilitt 
withoni  diil!ruh\.  and  vi-it.-d  the  liii/her  vaUevs,  the  Vkvey 
tifioks.  nndl-iuvrivd  laki -.  and  |M.a-ant-"  huts  ahnut  MetU 
Pore,  a  ennntiT  wlm-i'  >icrn  and  wiM  t'eatun-  are  imw  hi'- 
friiinini:  in  ti'nijit  ih.'  hrndu-  <<\'  mir  arti.-i-,  f<'r  -MniriJnies 
wonderl'idlv  fn-h  and  ejiarniini.'-  \ieus  an'  to  hi'  I'Mund  tluTe. 
atrofdin;:  a  >lninL''  eeiilra-l  to  the  rniuniiii.''  hrows  nt"  lhi)-e 
lonely  hills. 

Hai-eiy  a  leaLMie  fmni  the  viilai-c  Raphael  di-cuvrred  a  i\n,,k 
whei'c  naiui-e  seemed  \:\  ha\c  taki-n  a  pli  a-nre  in  hidinir  auav 
all  her  trea>nfi'-  like  -utne  -lad  and  nii-ehir\(iii-  chihi. 
At  the  fir-t  .-iudil  ef  this  nn-[i(ii!r.l  and  [iietui-i-.i|Ui'  reti-i'at, 
he  deternuneil  to  tak"  np  hi>  al'niii'  in  it.  'rhci-c,  life  must 
needs  be  j)eaetd"iil,  iiatiii-al.  and  fruit  fnl.  like  the  life  of  a 
plant. 

Im.ai:ine  for  yeur-elf  an  ir:"-;-!ed  enn,.  nf  ;/ranile  hollowed 
nut  on  a  laru'e  .-eale,  a  sort  of  ha-ni  with  its  >ides  divided  u|) 
by  ([ueer  winding''  paths.  ( Mi  one  >ide  lav  lo\r|  stretches  with  no 
^Towth  upon  tln'm,  a  hhii-li  unifiu-in  .-urfan.,  over  which  tln' 
rays  of  the  sun  fell  as  upon  a  mirror:  on  the  other  lav  clill's 
split  open  by  fiss\ire~  and  frownini:  ravines:  irreat  blocks  of 
lava  hunir  suspended  from  them,  while  the  ai'tion  of  rain 
slowly  i)rejiared  their  in!|>enilin,u'  fall:  a  few  stunte.l  tree>, 
tormented  l)y  the  w  .  often  crowned  their  >nmitiit-:  and 
here  and  there  in  some  -lu'ltered  anLrle  of  their  ramparts  n 
chinip  of  chestnut  .  n'f<  irreu  tail  a-  cedar-,  or  <omi'  cavern 
in  the  yellowish  rock  -liowed  the  ilark  entranc(>  into  its  (jeti'hs, 
set  almnt  by  flowers  and  brand)les,  decked  by  a  little  strip 
of  preen  turf. 

At  the  bottom  of  this  cnp.  which  perhaps  Itad  been  the 
crater  of  an  old-world  volcano,  lav  ;\  pool  of  water  as  pure 
and  briirlit  as  a  diamond.     (Jranile  l)oidder<  lav  around  tlie 
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dwp  basin,  fin!  ui'inu-.  riH.nniain-.-i.-h  ircis,  Vfllnw-n.i^r  lilies, 
and  iiiuiilxti.  •  .ii-uiii.iiic  |il:inls  li|(.<,iii((l  alM.ui  ii.  in  a  ivaliii 
of  rticadou  a-  liv-'i  a-  an  I-jiltH:-!!  l;(i'vlin;,'-LMvcii,  Tli,.  Hm. 
soft  isr:i><  ua.-  uat.ivij  l,y  il,c  >irr:i[iis  that  IriilJc]  ilin,ii:.Mi 
tlic  fi-:^inv>  in  til.'  clillV  :  ih,'  -ml  wa,-  (•i)Uiiniuill_v  .nrirhr,!  '|,v 
""■  'lf|«oMt-  (if  lii.-iiii  ulii(ii  Murins  wa.-hfil  (l(.\ni  rmm  <|[',. 
Iicii^iils  alicvc.  The  |Hi(j|  iinl;!:!  Ih'  .-ornr  thnv  air.  -  in  ex- 
tent :   11-  -iiaiM.  \.,;i;.  ii-rei^ular.  ami   ilic  edi'es  weiv  -eailojied 

like  tile  lieiii  nt  a  dpe-, ;  the  mciddu   ini'dit  l)e  an  aer ■  two 

acre,-  in  e\leni.  Tiie  ehif,  aiid  ilie  ualer  ap|irnai  lie,|  and  re- 
ceded   I'rnin   each   mher;   here  and    there,   thero  was  seareely 

width  enough    t'cr   (lie  t;,\\^   \i,   [,;|.-    hetweeli   tlleni. 

.Xfter  a  eerlain  hei-hl  the  jilanl  life  eea-ed.  Alnft  in  air 
the  j.'raniie  tn,,!,  ni)..n  it-elt'  liie  inn-i  faiila-;ie  .-liapi  <,  and  as- 
sumed llioM.  ini-iy  tint-  i!,:it  i:i\e  i,,  l,i;.rh  iii<iiiniain~  a  dim 
n-enih!anee  \n  ,!mii,|<  m  ihe  -ky.  'I'lie  hare.  h!eak  <lin'>.  with 
the  feart'iil  rent---  in  \\u'\r  -ides,  [li'iiin-  ..f  v,i!d  .ind  harivn 
de-iiiaiiMii.  e(,nira-ted  -irdnu-ly  with  Uie  preitv  \i>'v  of  tlip 
valley  :  and  so  .-traii'.'f  were  the  >lia|)r-  tiny  a--iinHd,  that  ono 
of  the  elill'>  had  i.eeii  eail.il  "Tile  ( 'a  |  ui.h  i  n."  heiaii-e  it  was 
so  like  a  nmnk,  Snineiini.-^  ihe-e  ^liarii-|iniiite<l  peaks,  these 
niiLdity  n!a>-e-  (.1"  vak,  and  airy  cavern-  were  liLriited  up  uno 
hy  one.  areurdniLr  1<>  the  direction  of  tin-  -iin  or  ihe  caprices 
of  the  aiinosphere;  lluy  eau-ht  Ldeaiiis  of  l:o1,1  dyed  theiii- 
st'lvos  in  purple:  took  a  imi  of  LdouinLr  ro-e-eo,or.  or  turned 
dull  and  ^Tay.  I'pon  the  hei-!ii-  i  drama  of  color  was  al- 
ways to  he  seen,  n  [ijay  of  cv.'r-shifiin.L'  iridescent  huos  like 
those  on  a  pip-on's  hreast, 

Oftentimes  at  <uiiri>e  or  at  -unset  u  ray  of  hriirht  sunliirht 
would  pieji.irale  hetweeii  two  sheer  -urfaee-  of  hiva.  that 
micrht  have  heen  sjilit  apart  hy  a  hatchet,  to  the  very  depths  of 
that  [deasant  little  irardeti.  where  it  would  phiv  in  the  waters 
of  the  fiool.  like  a  hcam  of  irolden  lii:ht  which  ,<,deams  thronirh 
the  chinks  of  a  shutter  into  a  room  in  Spain,  that  has  heen 
carefullv  darkened  for  a  siesta.  When  the  snn  rose  above  the 
old  rrator  tliat  some  antediltivian  revolution  had  tilled  with 
•Aater.  it-  rocky  sides  look  warmer  tones,  the  e\tinet  volcano 
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plowc.I  jiLrain.  iiinl  il-s  mhM.-h  h,  ai  ijiiirk.iinl  tlu'  >pn>iilini; 
fvi'd-  iiiid  \c;.'.iali(in,  -a\.'  clcr  lu  ilic  i1u\ut~.  and  np.-iicd 
tlio  fruiis  (if  i!ii<  fni-u'i)lirti  I  nrtu  r  el'  ill.'  carlli. 

.\>  l.'a|iiiarl  n-ai  Ih'd  ii,  \i,-  ii.au,,!  -,\,ra|  (:,«•-  i;raziii(r  jn 
thf  |ia-liuv-laiid  ;  and  ulnii  lir  ,d  l.d-.m  a  I'.'W  -t.'i-  Inuani-; 
th''  uai'T,  lir  .-a\\  a  lill!>'  \i>>[i~i-  lanli  of  ^.'ratiilr  .iiid  r."dV(l 
Willi  .-li:n-!c  III  ihc  -|H.|  whcrr  ilir  ni-Mdou  land  wa-  at  its 
widc-t,  'I'lir  ruMl'  n|'  i!,|,  lull,,  c.tia-.'  liarni-ni/Cfd  shiIi  .'wrv- 
tliiiiL'' :di<nit  it:  f..r  It  had  l^nu' Im  .  n  n\  .rjf.u  !i  with  iv\,  nio-s, 
and  tldwcr-;  nf  ni>  nr.ni  (!air.  .\  H-n  -nink,..  that  did  not 
Hcarc  th.'  liird-  aua\ .  \w m  up  fmin  i "  .•  dila judaL^d  chinitify. 
TluTc  was  a  ;:n'ai  hciirh  ai  iln'  i!n(,r  !  .  t>\,.,'ii  \\\,,  Im^r,.  ImiifV- 
suckh'  hiL-h.-.  that  w.  IV  junk  wiili  h:M--.,|ii  and  I'lill  nf  -rent. 
The  wail>  could  -c-an-ily  ho  mi  n  1'^  ;■  hramhc-  of  vin,.  and 
P}ira\  -  of  i-o-i'  and  ['--ainini-  thai  im.  r'ai  .mI  and  lm'i'W  fiitirciv 
as  chanc..  and  I  hi  n-  ou  n  uill  had.'  ih.in;  for  the  itiiiiat.'s 
of  tlic  cottaL'i'  sccnii  (]  to  pay  no  altoiitioii  to  ih,.  ixrowth  whi<'ii 
adoriifd  thiir  hoii<...  and  to  take  no  cap'  of  it,  Icaviiiu"  to  it  thi" 
froli  capricjou-  cliarni  of  natnrc. 

.Soino  clotiics  s[in'ad  out  on  the  L^on^rlicrrv  hii-hi'-  w.rc  drv- 
in,L'  in  the  sun.  A  cat  was  >itl  in::  <in  a  machine  for  -Irippin;,' 
hcni[i:  hcpiath  it  lay  a  newly  sdaind  hra—  caldron,  .inionif 
a  <iuantity  of  potato-parini,'--^.  <>n  ili^'  oth.r  >idc  (d'  the  hoii-.' 
Kaphael  ?aw  a  >ort  of  harricadc  of  dead  thom-hii^hc-;.  nii'ant 
r.o  doiiht  to  kcc[i  till'  poulirv  froin  -cratchinir  up  the  vcLrciaMcs 
and  pot-hcriis.  It  seemed  likctlu'cinl  of  tiic  earth.  The  dwelj- 
in,£r  was  lik(>  some  l)inr--ne-t  ini:eriiou.-Iv  .-ct  in  a  craiinv  of 
the  ro(k~.  a  clever  and  ;if  the  -atiie  tim.'  ,'i  careless  hit  of  uork- 
manship.  A  simple  and  kindly  n.'iture  lay  round  ah-m  it  ;  it.<^ 
rusticity  was  iremiine,  hut  tliere  n.i--  a  charm  lik.'  th.it  of 
poetry  in  it;  for  it  lmvw  and  throve  at  a  ihou-and  mih'-'  dis- 
tance from  our  ela!)oraie  and  convetitiorial  p.ieirv.  It  was 
like  none  of  our  conceptions;  it  was  a  s[»(mtaneous  growth,  a 
masterf)iece  due  to  chance. 

As  Rnjdiael  reached  the  place,  t!ie  suii!ii:ht  fell  across  it 
from  ri-rlit  to  left.  ItringinL'-  out  all  the  color-  of  it<  plant-  and 
trees;  the  yellowish  or  gray  bases  of  the  crags,  the  ddl'crent 
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filiail'^  ..f  the  iST'-iU  l.iivcs,  tlic  masses  of  flow.r^.  pink.  h\\\(\  ..r 
white,  tlie  ( iirnl.in;:  [ilaiits  with  ihrir  l.ell-likr  hlM--Mni-.  and 

the  shdt    \fl\.l    (,f  the  lllo-.-c<.   the   [)ll  r|ilc-t  I  Ilt<i|    MmmIm-   uI'   thi' 

heathrr.-  rverviliiiii:  was  eith.-r  hn'iit;lit  into  pli.  f  m-  inn,!,. 
fairiT  \<  t  hy  the  .•ncliaiiinn  ni  of  thr  li-ht  <<r  \<v  tlir  . mitra-t- 
in>r  shadnu-^ ;  and  ihi-  ua-  tli,-  .aM.  mo-i  .d"  all  with  tiir  -li> ,.( 
of  water,  wherein  ih,.  hnn^,',  ihi'  tn.'-.  the  L'ratiiir  nraK-.  and 
tlie  sky  weiv  ail  failhl'ullv  nth,  led,  r:vcrvthini:  li'ad  a  radi- 
anee  «f  its  (,un  m  ihi-  d.'li-jitl'ul  innnrr.  lV,,rn  tli.'  -(larkliii:.' 
niiea-lune  tn  tli-  M.  adird  lut'l  nf  ^rra>>  hid-im  auav  in  the 
poft  sliaddw- ;  tla-  ^pl.llrd  (,,v.  with  il>  Lde-y  hid.',  ihe  ddieate 
\vater-|ilanls  that  hniiii  down  n\rr  ih,.  |ii„)|  like  iVmLrr--  n\  a 
iin(>k  wliere  hliie  or  I'lnerald  ruhiri  d  in-ci-ts  urri'  hnz/inu' 
ahoiit.  thr  r.")t>  ,.t'  inr~  jjkr  a  »aiid-h,'.^|>nnklrd  -.h<.<k  nf  hair 
ahove  L'rofi.-(|ur  far,.-  in  li;,.  iliniv  ri>ik  Mirt'aei\--all  the<e 
thing's  ina(h'  a  hariii(in\-  fui'  the  eve 

The  (idur  nf  ihi.  icjiid  uaicr:  thi'  -cent  <>(  \h,-  ihiwer-.  atid 
the  hreath  id  the  (■a\ern-  u'lieh  lille,i  the  |,.nelv  place.  e.;ivc 
Raphael  a  sen-atK.n  that  -.va-  aline-t  cnj,.\inent.  Silenc," 
rfie-iied  in  niaje-ty  n\er  tlioe  uend-.  winch  p.i~~ihlv  are  nn- 
kriown  to  the  ia\-c'>|lect,,r :  hm  the  harkini:  ef  a  cnuf)Ie  nf 
dnij<  hrnke  the  -tillni--  all  at  nncc :  the  cnu  -  inriiecl  their 
heads  Inward-  the  entrance  <d'  the  vai'ev.  .-hnwitiLT  thejr  nmi-t 
noses  In  K'apliai'l.  stared  -inpiiiiy  at  him.  and  then  fell  to 
brow-it  J-  airain.  A  iroat  and  Iier  kid.  that  -leincd  tn  hatii:  <>n 
the  side  of  tlie  crairs  in  -nme  magical  fa-hinn.  capered  and 
leapt  to  a  slah  of  irrasiite  near  tn  Ifaphael.  and  -taved  there 
a  moment,  as  if  to  <eek  In  know  whn  he  wa-.  The  vappim:  of 
the  doirs  hroni:ht  ont  a  plnmp  child,  who  stood  airape.  atid 
next  came  a  whitediairei]  old  man  of  middle  heiirht.  Moth  of 
these  two  heiiiLrs  were  in  keepim:  witli  the  <nrronndini:-.  the 
air,  the  flowers,  and  the  dwellinL'.  Health  apfieared  to  over- 
flow in  this  fertile  n-irion  :  nid  aire  and  childhood  thrived  there. 
There  seemed  tn  he,  ahoiit  all  thc-i'  types  of  existence,  tlie 
freedom  and  carelessness  of  tlie  life  of  primitive  times,  a  hap- 
piness of  use  and  wont  that  L^•!ve  the  !ii.  |o  onr  philo-nplneal 
p!:i!iiiid<s  and  wrou^du  a  cure  of  all  it.-  swelling  passions  in 
the  heart. 
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Tho    «](]    lllfin    l.r|ntlL:.i!    \,,    the    t\|M-    nf    |       ,],\    ilr;ir    t>i    t!|.' 

masculine  lirii.-!i  <>(  Silni.i/  'I'ii,.  <  ,,niitlr.<  u  nnkN-  iipMn  hs 
brown  f.'icf  Idokfd  ii.«  it'  tiny  umiM  Kc  h.ml  tu  ih.'  tiiudi  ;  ihi' 
ptraii.'lit  iiiwc.  till'  iir.^niiiniH  ihrck-iiuni -,  -i  rf.ikid  uith  nd 
veins  like  a  vim -|,, if  m  .Miliiiim.  iln-  anuMilar  fraiiin^.  all 
were  cliaractcri-tics  nf  >trfn;:tli,  cvi n  where  stren;:ili  esi^ted 
IK)  IdiiLTer.  'I'lie  lianl  Innni-.  now  ih.it  id.  \  tnile.l  n>i  Imiu'it. 
had  [.re^..r\.'i|  their  -,;nity  «  hite  hair :  hi'-  liiariii.'-  wa^  that  nf 
an  ah-nhilelv  free  man:  n  -ii.L'L'-e-le.i  the  ihnii-ht  dial,  had  he 
heen  an    ftaliaii.   he  umild   have   |i.'rlia|>-  turned   hri:.'aiid.   fnr 

the  Inve  nf  til''  liliertV   -n  di:ir  tn   hilll.      '{'he  eiiiM    u  a  ■-  a    Pe-lllar 

nioiintaine.T.  with  the  h!aek  e\.-  that  eaii  fa.  e  ili,.  ^ui  uitli- 
oiit  flinehinu'.  a  ileeply  tanned  enrn|ile\i()n.  an.l  rniiLrh  hr^wn 
hair.  Ili>  inn\etiierit>  were  like  a  hird's— mm  ft.  d.-.idc.i,  an.l 
nneon.-traiiied  ;  hi.>  elniliin^r  \va>  rau't'ed  :  the  \uiii.'.  fair  -kin 
showed  thr.iML'h  the  l.H!-  in  hi-  L'annetit-.  'rhep-  th.v  hntll 
stood  in  silence,  side  hy  side,  imtli  otieviriu'  'he  -ani"  ininuNe; 

in     hoth     face-:     were     el.Mr     token-     nf     an     al.-n|ulelv     ld.-|l!i,al 

and  idle  life.  The  nl.l  niati  h,id  .i.h.pted  ih.'  ehihi"-  aniii-e- 
nients.  and  tlio  chiM  had  fallen  in  with  the  (.1.1  man'-  hnnior; 
tliere  was  a  sort  nf  taeii  aL'feinieiit  h.  lueen  tw.i  kin.l-  nf  f.T- 
hlene-s.  hetwecii  failiniT  pn^.d-r-  wejl-niirh  -pent  ;inil  [...wer^* 
just  ahont  to  unfold  them-elves. 

Very  sn..n  a  woniaTi  ulio  -..mnd  t.^  1„.  almnt  thirtv  v.'.-ir-; 
old  ap[ieared  on  the  thre-hoM  .d"  the  dner.  -[>inninu'  as  she 
came.  She  was  an  .ViiviTe-naie.  a  hi^'h-eolnred.  ennifortahle- 
lookine.  St raiirht forward  sort  nf  ner.-on.  with  while  te.'th:  her 
cap  .and  dr.'--.  the  face,  full  fiiriire,  and  LTeiieral  anpearance, 
vvero  of  the  Auverune  [lea-ant  -tamp.  So  wa-  h'T  diah'ct  ; 
she  wa.-  a  thnrmie'h  enilmdinient  nf  hep  ili-rrict:  its  hard- 
working ways,  its  thrift.  iLnioraiiee,  and  heartiness  all  met  in 
her. 

She  irreeted  Tliiphael.  and  tlic-v  hro'.Tn   to  talk.     Th(>  dot's 
quieted  down;  flie  old   rnan  wiiit   and  <at  .in  a  hench  in  the 
sun:  the  child  folln\\ed  hi-  nmiher  ali'.ut  wheri  v.t  -!!'■  went 
listeninLT  with.'^iit  -ayini.''  a  word,  and  -tarini:  at  ilie  -tranger. 

"You  are  not  afraid  to  live  here,  <:ood  woman?" 
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"What  shonlil  wo  Iw  afrnid  of,  sir?  Wlu'n  wo  bolt  tlio 
door,  w,-  cvor  i-ould  -vt  inside:''  Oh,  no,  wr  aren't  afraid 
at  all.  And  licMdcs."  -lie  >aid.  as  >lic  iirou^dit  the  Mar<iuis 
into  the  priiieipid  room  in  the  house,  "what  slioiild  tliieves 
co!ne  to  take  from  iis  here?"" 

She  desiirnated  the  room  as  she  spnko;  the  smoko- 
blaekened  \vall>.  with  >ome  brilliant  j.ietnres  in  blue,  red,  and 
pret'ii,  an  "Knd  of  Credit,"  a  Cnieitixion,  and  the  •'(  hvnadiers 
of  the  Imjierial  (iiiard""  for  their  sole  ornament;  the  furni- 
ture; liere  and  tliere.  the  old  udodeii  four-post  l)ed-lead,  the 
table  with  crooked  leirs.  a  few  vfools.  the  chest  tliat  held 
the  bread,  the  Hitch  that  hun,i:  fr-Mu  the  ceilin.L'.  a  jar  of  salt, 
ii  stove,  itnd  on  the  maniel.dielf  a  \\\v  di.scoliuvd  vel'low  plaster 
figures.  As  he  went  out  a-ain  I/ajibael  noticed  a  man  half- 
way up  the  crags,  leaning  on  a  hoo,  and  watching  the  house 
with  interest. 

'That's  my  man,  sir."  said  the  .\uvergnate.  unconsciously 
smiling  in  peasant  fa^!lion:  "he  is  at  work  u])  there." 

"And  that  old  man  is  your  father?"' 

"Asking  your  pardon,  sir,  he  is  my  man's  grandfather. 
Sueh  as  you  see  him,  he  is  a  hundred  and  two.  and  vet  quite 
lately  he  walked  over  to  Clermont  with  our  little  eluip!  Oh, 
he  lias  been  a  strouL--  man  in  his  time;  but  he  does  nothing 
now  but  sleep  and  eat  and  drink.  I[e  amuses  himself  with 
the  little  fellow.  Sometimes  the  child  trails  him  up  the  hill- 
side?, and  he  will  just  go  up  there  along  with  him." 

Valentin  nuide  up  his  mind  immediately.  lie  would  live 
between  this  child  and  old  man,  lireatl  -  the  same  air;  cat 
their  bread,  drink  the  same  water,  ^leep  with  them,  make  the 
blond  in  bis  veins  like  theirs.  It  wa-  a  dying  /nan's  fancy. 
For  hitn  the  prime  model,  after  whicl!  tlie  custoinarv  existence 
of  the  individual  should  lie  shaped,  the  real  formula  for  the 
life  of  a  human  iieing.  the  only  true  and  possi!)le  life,  the 
life-ideal,  was  to  become  one  of  the  oysters  adherintr  to  this 
rock,  to  save  his  shell  a  day  op  two  lonijer  bv  paralvzimr  the 
power  of  death.  One  jtrofoundly  >el(ish  thought  took  pos- 
session of  him,  and  the   whole  universe  was  swallowed  up  and 
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lost  in  it.  For  him  tli(>  universe  existed  no  lon^^er;  tlio  whole 
world  had  eomo  to  be  within  himself.  For  thr  .-iek,  the  world 
bei,Mns  at  their  i)ill()w  and  eI]di^  at  the  foot  of  i\w  bed;  and 
this  countryside  was  Kaphael's  siek-bed. 

\\  ho  has  not,  at  some  time  or  other  in  his  life,  v  atehed  the 
comings  and  froinjrs  of  an  ant.  slipped  straws  into  a  vellow 
slui,'"s  one  breathinL-hol,-.  simlied  the  xa-arics  of  a  >lendor 
dra^^on-fly,  pondered  adniirin-lv  (.\er  thr  counilr.--  veins  in 
an  oak-leaf,  that  hrin-  the  eoldrs  of  a  rose  window  in  .some 
Gothic  cathedral  into  eoiitra-t  with  the  nddi^h  baekgroiind? 
Who  has  not  ln,,ked  long  in  ddi-ht  at  the  etr.'cts  of  >un  and 
rain  on  a  rooi'  of  brown  tiics,  at  the  dewdn.ps  ,,r  at  the 
variously  shajK  d  petals  of  the  11ow(t-(  uji.-  ?  Who  ha.-  not  sunk 
into  the.se  iille,  absorbing  incditatinns  ,,ii  things  without,  that 
have  no  consciou.s  end,  yet  b-ad  to  >.,!ii,.  d.iiiiite  tliMimht  at 
last:  Who,  in  short,  has  not  led  a  lazv  life,  the  life  of 
childhood,  the  life  of  the  savage  without  his  labor:-'  This 
life  without  a  care  or  a  wish,  Kaphael  led  for  some  davs' 
space.  lie  felt  a  di.-tinct  improveni.iit  in  his  condition.'  a 
wonderful  sense  of  ease,  that  quieted  his  apprehensions  and 
soothed  his  sufTerings. 

He  would  dim!)  the  crags,  and  th.n  find  a  seat  high  up  on 
some  j)eak  whence  he  could  .<er  a  vast  expaiiM-  of  distant 
country  at  a  glance,  and  he  would  .-pmd  whole  days  in  this 
way.  like  a  plant  in  tli"  sun.  or  a  haiv  in  it<  form."  .\nd  at 
last,  growing  familiar  with  the  ap[iearances  of  the  plant-life 
about  him.  and  of  the  change^  in  the  ^ky,  ho  mimilelv  noted 
the  progress,  of  everything  working  around  liiin  in  the  water, 
on  the  earth,  or  in  the  air.  He  tried  to  shar-  the  >eeret 
impulse-;  of  nature,  sought  by  passive  obedience  to  become 
a  part  of  it.  and  to  lie  within  the  c(uiM'rvaiive  and  despotic 
jurisdiction  that  regulates  instiiKtive  existence.  He  no 
longer  wi>hed  to  stiver  his  own  cfuirse. 

Just  as  eriniinals  in  olden  limes  avi  re  <afe  from  th"  pursuit 

of  justice,  if  they  took  r.  fuire  under  the  -^liadow  of  the  altar. 

so  Raphael  made  an  cfTort  to  <lio  into  ilie  sanctiiarv  of  life. 

He  sucd'eded  in  becoming  an  integral  part  of  the  great  and 
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mi<,'hty  fruit-prodm  in  ur;:anization  ;  he  liad  adapted  himself 
to  the  iiiclcMicncy  of  the  air.  and  had  dwelt  in  cverv  eave 
amdriL'  ihi-  nxks.  He  iiad  icanird  the  wavs  and  habits  of 
gruulh  nf  ewrv  plant,  liad  studifd  tjic  hu\>:  of  the  water- 
conrses  and  ihi-ir  heds.  and  had  conic  to  know  the  animals; 
he  was  at  hist  so  perfectly  at  one  with  this  teeminir  earth, 
that  lie  had  in  scnne  sort  discerned  its  mysteries  and  caught 
the  s]»irit  of  it. 

Tlie  infinitely  varied  forms  of  every  natural  kin^rdom  were, 
to  his  thinkin;:-.  only  dcvelo]  ments  of  one  arid  tlie  -aine  sui)- 
slaiice,  different  coinhiiiations  hrouirht  about  hy  the  >ame  im- 
pulse, endless  emanations  from  a  measiirelc.-s  I'.citi;,^  whicli 
was  aciiiiLr.  tliiii'jiiir.  niovine-,  and  arrowing,  and  in  harinotn 
with  whicli  lu'  l.^iiiicd  to  ^--row.  to  move,  to  think,  and  ait. 
lie  had  fancifully  blended  iiis  life  with  the  life  of  the  erairs : 
he  had  delii)erately  planted  himself  there.  ,  I")urin»r  the 
earliest  days  of  his  sojourn  in  these  pleasant  surroimdinfrs. 
Valentin  ta.-te<l  all  the  plea:-urcs  of  childhood  a,t:ain.  thanks  to 
the  strauLre  hallucination  of  ap[)arent  convalescence,  which 
is  not  unlike  the  pauses  of  delirium  that  nature  mercifully 
provides  for  those  in  |)ain.  He  went  about  makim:  trillinir  dis- 
coveries, .-ettinsz  to  work  on  endless  things,  and  finishinj:  none 
of  them  ;  the  evenin.ir's  plans  were  (piit(^  for^'otten  in  the  morn- 
in;::  he  had  no  cares,  he  was  happy;  he  thought  himself 
saved. 

One  mornimr  he  had  Iain  in  bed  till  noon,  deep  in  the 
dreams  between  sleep  and  wakiu::.  \ihieh  give  to  realities  a 
fantastic  afipearance.  and  make  the  wildest  fancies  seem  solid 
facts:  while  he  was  still  uncertain  that  he  was  not  dreaminir 
yet.  he  siiddi'iilv  heard  \\\<  ho-te-s  giving  a  report  of  his  health 
to  Jonathan,  for  iln'  llr-t  lime.  Jonathan  came  to  inquire 
after  him  daily,  and  the  .\uverii-nate.  thinkiuLT  no  doubt  that 
A'alentin  was  still  a-b'ep.  had  not  lowiTcd  the  tones  of  a  voice 
developei!  in  mountain  air. 

"No  Ih  tter  and  no  uorse."  <he  said,  "ITe  coughed  all  last 
night  ■/•j'.im  fit  to  kill  himself.  Poor  gentleman,  he  couirhs 
and  s^)its  till  it  is  piteous.     ^ly  hu>band  and  I  often  wonder 
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to  each  (,thcr  where  he  pA.  thr  .-tiv,i.:tli  from  to  eoudi  like 
that      It  cor.;  to  vour  hc..rt.     Wh.u   a  cum.,!  roinplaint  it 
^^.     He  has  no  ..i,vn.,h  at  all.      I  am  aluavs  afranl  1  shall 
hnd  him  (I,.a,l  m  \u>  1,,-,]  >onio  m,,niiiiL'.      lie  i.  cvitv  hit  as 
pale  as  a  waxca  Chn.t.       ]).,„„■.'       J   watrh  him  while  he 
?T\  '"^l""""  '""!>•   i^  as   thin  a<  a  nail.     And   he  does 
not    feel    well    nou  ;    h„t    no   matter.      It's   all   the  .s.me-   he 
wear.^  oim.M'lt  out  uul,  ru.uiin-  aboni  as  if  |„.  had  luNilth  and 
tospatv.     All  tho.ana.,  he  isv,.rv  hrav.  f„r  lu-  m-v.T  eom- 
plains    at    all.      P.,,,    rrally    ho   wunld    ho    h.Uor   nmler   the 
earth  than  on  it,  for  ]„•  is  ondurin-  the  a^^.nies  of  Christ 
don  t  Nvi.h  that  my.elf,  .ir;  i,  h  ,|nne  a;:ainst  our  interests- 
hut    even    It    he   didn't   pay   ns   what    he   do,,s,    I    should  he 
just  as  hmd  oi  hini ;  it  is  not  our  own  interest  that  is  our 
motive. 

"Ah  mon  Dieu!"  she  eontinued.  "Parisians  are  the 
people  for  these  do^^s'  discises.  Where  did  he  c.ateh 
It,  now.-  Poor  youn-  man!  And  he  is  ,n  .ure  that  he 
IS  ^'o.n?  to  get  well  I  That  fev.-r  ju>t  ,aia«  s  hi,„,  vou  know  ; 
It  eats  him  away:  it  will  he  the  death  of  him.  lie  has  no 
notion  whatever  of  tlu.   ;  he  do,..-  not   know  it.  .ir-  he'<..es 

nothinir You  mu^tiri   ory  ahout   him.   M.  Jonathan;  vou 

must  remember  that  lie  will  be  happv.  and  will  not  Mitfer 
any  more.  ^  ou  oii^ri.t  to  make  a  n,  ><,.,;>„■  fur  him-  I  have 
se<.n  wonderful  euros  c-nme  of  a  nin.^  dav,"  praver."  and  I 
would  gladly  pay  for  a  wax  tap,.-  to  sive  Mieh  a  gentle  crea- 
ture, so  good  he  IS.  a  i.aschal  lamb " 

As  Raphael's  voice  had  grown  to,,  w,^ak  to  allow  him  to 
make  him.self  heard.  !„■  was  ,.omp,.|l,.d  „,  listen  to  f  bis  horrible 
o,|uacity.      His  irritati,.n.  how,.ver.  drov,-  him  out  of  bed  at 
length,  and  h,.  appean^d  upon  the  threshold 

'-01.1  scoundrel  :•'  |,o  .l„>ut,.l  to  .hmathan;  ",lo  vou  mean 
to  put  me  to  death:"  ■ 

Th,.  p,.asant   woman  took  him  for  a  ghost.  an,l  fl,.] 

nealth.     i?aphael  went  on  ^ 
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"And  for  (lie  fiiiiirc  yon  had  very  Ttuicli  licticr  not  come 
here  without   my  orders." 

.lon;itli;iii  im  ant  to  he  ohidii-nl.  hut  in  the  look  full  of  pitv 
and  (Icvution  ihnt  lie  <s:i\c  ihr  M;iri|uis  l)cforo  he  went, 
Raphatl  irad  his  ou  n  dcath-wanMiil.  rtlcrlv  di>hi'arlcncd, 
broii.dit  all  at  niuc  to  a  -imim-  of  hi-  ival  position.  \'alcntiii 
Bat  down  on  the  ihiv-ho'd.  |.,i  ki'd  his  arms  a,<To,~>  his  rliot. 
and  howi^d  ins  hrail.  doiiathaii  lurncd  to  iiis  maslcr  in  alarm, 
with  "Mv  Lord " 

"(io  away,  iro  away."  cri.'d  thr  invalid. 

In  the  hour-^  of  \\\f  nc\t  np'rniIl■.^  iJajdiacl  climlK-d  the 
cra;:s.  aTid  -at  down  in  a.  mos-y  cleft  in  the  rocks,  u  hence  he 
could  >.  (.  [he  narrow  pai!i  alonir  wliidi  the  water  for  the 
dwellin:,'  was  carried.  At  the  hase  of  the  hill  he  saw 
Jonathan  in  eonvcr-ation  wiiii  the  AuverL'natt".  Sdiiie 
malicious  power  intcrpivtcd  for  him  all  i!io  woman's  head- 
shakinirs.  melancholy  ■jc-turcs.  and  ,i:iirrulou>  forehoilin,<rs, 
and  filled  the  i,reeze  and  the  -ilcnce  with  her  ominous  words. 
Thrilled  witli  lutrror,  he  took  rcfni:e  amoni>-  the  hiirhest  sum- 
mits of  the  tuountains.  and  stayed  there  til!  the  cveninir;  hut 
yet  he  could  not  drive  away  the  irlooinv  7)resentiments 
awaken(-d  within  him  in  -ueh  an  unfortunate  manner  by  a 
cruel  solicitude  on  his  account. 

The  Auver<:ne  pea-ant  her-e|f  suddenly  appeared  before 
him  like  a,  shadow  in  the  du>k  :  a  perverse  freak  of  the  jinet 
within  him  found  a  vairue  reMinhlaiice  between  Ikm-  black  and 
white  striped  j-ctiicoat  anrl  the  bony  frame  of  a  spectre. 

"The  damp  is  fallin-  now.  -ir."  -aid  she.  "If  you  stop  out 
there,  you  will  t'o  off  ju<i  like  rnt'en  fruit.  Vou  nnist 
como  in.  It  isn't  healthy  to  breatlie  the  damn,  and  you  have 
taken  nothinLT  -ince  the  morn; ml:-,  he-ide-." 

"Ton>i<  rrr  ije  Pint .'  old  witeli."  lie  cried  :  "let  me  live  after 
my  oM-n  fashion.  I  tell  y-ou.  ,ir  1  shall  be  ,,|T  altoirether.  It 
is  (pnte  bad  enouirh  to  di:.:  niy  i^^ravc  e\i  !-v  morninir;  vou 
midit  let  it  alone  in  ihe  eveninL''s  at  lea-t " 

"'^'our  eTa\e.  -ir!  I  (Hl'  your  irav'  and  where  mav 
your  ;rrave  be?      I  want  to  see  vou  a,-,  old  as  father  there,  and 
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not  in  your  pruvo  l.y  iiny  nianiur  of  iiic;in>.  The  irnive! 
that  C'oiiu's  soon  cikhiltIi  fur  ii-  all  ;  in  the  .q-ave "' 

"Tliat   is  rnoiiL'ii."  said   KapluU'l. 

"Tatcc  niv  arm.  .-ir." 

"Xo." 

The  fcclinir  of  pity  in  others  is  wry  (litlicnlt  for  a  man  to 
bear,  and  it  is  hanlfsl  of  all  uli,'H  ih,.  piiv  i-  dc-rrvcd. 
Hatred  1:,  a  tonic — it  <piicken>  life  and  >timnlales  reven^'e ; 
bnt  |iity  is  death  to  us — it,  make-  ,,ur  weakiie--  weaker  still. 
It  i.s  as  if  distress  simpered  in<:rati,iiin-ly  at  ns;  contempt 
lurks  in  tlie  tenderness,  or  tenderne>.s  in  an  atFroiit.  In  the 
centenarian  Ifaphael  saw  triumphaiu  pity,  a  wondering  pity 
in  the  cliild"s  eyes,  an  oHicious  pity  'i,  the  woman,  and  in  her 
hushan(]  a  pity  that  liad  an  interested  motive;  hut  no  matter 
how  the  .sentiment  declared  it.-elf.  deatii  was  always  its  im- 
port. 

A  po.-;  makes  a  poem  of  everythinir :  it  is  trajrieal  or  joyful, 
as  thinjrs  happen  to  strike  his  ima.^ination ;  his  loftvsoul 
rejects  all  half-tones;  he  always  prefers  vivid  and  decided 
colors.  In  KaphaeFs  soul  this  eompas.-ion  produced  a  terrible 
poem  of  mourning'  and  melaiuholy.  Wiien  he  liad  wished 
to  live  in  close  contact  witli  nature,  he  liad  of  course  for- 
gotten how  freely  natural  emotions  are  c.\pre->(>d.  Me  would 
think  himself  (|uite  alone  under  a  tree,  whilst  he  stru<:<:led 
with  an  obstinate  couirhini:  fit.  a  terrilde  combat  from  which 
he  never  issued  victorious  without  utter  exhaustion  after- 
wards; and  then  he  would  meet  tlie  clear,  brii:hl  eves  of  the 
little  boy,  who  occupied  the  post  of  >entinel,  like  a  savage 
in  a  bent  of  grass;  the  eyes  scruiinized  him  with  a  childi.sh 
wonder,  in  which  there  was  as  much  amusement  a^  pleasure, 
and  an  inrhvcribalile  mixture  of  inditTcrence  and  interest. 
The  awful  limthrr.  i/mi  imist  ilir.  of  the  Tra[>pi<t-  seemed 
constantly  legii)]e  in  the  eves  of  the  [)easants  with  whom 
Ra])liael  was  living:  he  scarcely  knew  whicli  he  dn-aded 
most,  their  unfettered  talk  or  their  -ih^nce;  their  pn-ence  be- 
came torture. 

One  morning  he  saw  two  men  in  black  prowling  about  in 
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his  n.'irrhhorlinnd.  ulio  furtivoly  studied  him  nnd  took  ob- 
sorvatioris.  Thrv  nia.l,"  as  thoii-h  th.^v  had  nnuv  ih.Tf  for 
a  stroll,  a.id  a>kcd  him  a  f.'W  indiirciviil  .iii.-.ti(>!is.  to  which 
ho  roturm'd  short  an>u,.r..  lir  nvM-nixcd  ihcni  boili  One 
was  the  on r<.  and  th.- oth.M- the  d.,ci.>r  at  the  sprin-s  ;  .Jonathan 
liad  no  doiiht  sent  ihmi.  or  the  [.rop!,.  in  the  house  had  called 
thcin  in.  or  the  sc'iit  r,f  an  aj.pnMchin-  dratli  iiad  drawn 
then,  thilhcr.  II. ■  beheld  his  own  funeral,  heard  ihe  eiiantinf,' 
of  tlie  f)riests.  and  eonnied  th(>  tall  ua.\  (andles;  and  all  that 
lovely  fertile  nature  around  hini.  in  «  ho>e  lap  he  had  thou^dit 
to  find  life  onee  more,  he  sau  no  lonL^T.  save  throu::h  a  veil 
of  crape.  Kvervlhin-  that  hut  lately  had  spoken  oi  lcni,nh 
of  days  to  him.  now  pro[)hesied  a  >peedv  end.  He  set  out 
the  ne.xt  «hiy  for  Paris,  not  before  he  had  been  inundated  with 
cordial  wishes,  which  the  people  of  the  house  uttered  in 
melancholy  and  wistful  tones  for  his  benefit. 

He  traveled  throu-h  the  ni-lit.  and  awoke  as  thov  passed 
throuirh  one  of  the  pleasant  valleys  of  the  Mourbonnais. 
View  after  view  swam  before  his  p^aze,  and  passed  rapidly 
away  like  the  va,crue  pictures  of  a  dream,  f'riicl  nature  spread 
herself  out  before  his  eyes  with  tantalizing  jrrace.  Sometimes 
the  Alli(>r.  a  licpiid  shinin.i:  ribbon,  meandered  throu-'h  the 
distant  fertil.'  landsea-.e:  th.'u  followed  the  steeples  of  ham- 
lets, hidinir  modestly  in  the  d<.pth>  of  a  ravine  with  its  vellow 
cliffs;  sometimes,  after  the  moiu.fonv  of  vinevards,  the  water- 
mills  of  a  little  valley  wouhl  1m'  suddenlv  seen;  and  everv- 
where  there  were  pleasant  chateaux,  hill^de  vilhi-es.  roads 
with  their  frinirf>s  of  queenly  poplars;  and  the  Loire  itself  at 
last,  with  its  wide  sheets  of  water  sparklimr  like  diamonds 
amid  Its  jrohlen  sands,  .\ttractions  evervwher(\  without  end  ' 
This  natuH'.  all  astir  with  a  life  and  ■rladne-s  like  that  of 
childhood,  scarcely  able  to  contain  the  imputes  and  sap  of 
June,  po.ssessed  a  fatal  attraction  for  the  darkened  ^raze  of 
the  invalid.  He  drew  the  blinds  of  his  carria-e  windows, 
and  betook  himself  atra in  to  slumber. 

Towards   evenin.ir.   after   the\    had   passed    re.ne.   he   was 
awakened  by  lively  music,  and  found  himself  confronted  with 
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a  villapo  fair.  The  horses  were  clian^rcd  near  tlie  markct- 
plaeo.  Whilst  the  postilions  wire  t  n^'a^rcd  in  niakini:  the 
transfer,  he  saw  the  people  daiuin;,''  ini'rrily,  prcitv  and  at- 
tractive frirls  with  lowers  ahoiit  them,  excited  voiilhs.  and 
finall\  the  jolly  wine-tliishcd  iminifiianrcs  of  old  pca.-ants. 
Children  j)rattlcd.  old  wonuTi  laiitrned  ai.d  chatted,  everv- 
thinir  spokc'  in  one  voice,  and  then-  wa.-  a  holidav  >:aietv 
ahout  evervthi:i>:.  down  to  their  elotliin;:  and  the  tai)les  that 
were  set  out.  A  cheerful  expres-ion  pervaded  the  s(piare 
and  the  church,  the  roof.-  and  win(h)ws;  even  the  verv  door- 
ways of  the  villajre  seemed  likewise  to  he  in  holidav  trim. 

Raphael  tould  not  repress  an  an.ury  exclamation,  nor  yet 
a  wish  to  silen'^e  the  fiddles,  annihilate  the  stir  and  l)ustle, 
stop  the  clamor,  and  disp(^rse  the  ill-timed  festival:  like  a 
dyiniriiian.  he  felt  unahle  to  endure  tlie  sli>rhtest  sound,  and 
he  entered  his  carriafre  much  annoyed.  When  he  looked  out 
upon  the  S(iuare  from  the  window,  he  saw  that  all  the  happi- 
ness was  scared  away  ;  the  j)easant  wrunen  W(>re  in  fliirht,  and 
the  benches  were  deserted.  Only  a  hlind  musician,  on  the 
scaffoldinf:  of  the  orchestra,  went  on  j)layinfr  a  shrill  tune  on 
his  clarionet.  That  piping:  of  his,  without  dancers  to  it, 
and  the  solitary  old  man  himself,  in  the  shadow  of  the 
lime-tree,  with  his  curmud^reon's  face,  scanty  hair,  and  ra.irtred 
clothing,  was  like  a  fantastic  picture  of  Raphael's  wi.-h.  The 
heavy  rain  was  pourinjr  in  torrents;  it  was  one  of  those 
thunderstorms  that  June  hrin^rs  ;ihout  so  raj)idlv.  to  cease 
as  suddenly.  The  thinir  was  so  natural,  that,  when  l?aphael 
had  looked  out  and  seen  some  pale  clouds  driven  over  f»v  a 
gust  of  wind,  he  did  not  think  of  looking  at  the  piece  of  skin. 
He  lay  hack  again  in  the  corner  of  his  carriage,  which  was 
very  soon  rolling  upon  its  wav. 

The  next  day  found  him  hack  in  his  home  again,  in  his 
own  room,  heside  his  own  fireside.  Fie  had  had  a  large  fire 
lighted:  he  felt  cold.  Jonathan  brought  him  some  letters; 
they  were  all  from  Pauline.  Tie  opened  the  first  one  without 
any  eagerness,  and  unfolded  it  as  if  it  had  bcn-n  the  .'rav- 
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papor  fnrni  of  nppliVatio,,  for  liix,s  made  I)v  tho  revL-nuo  col- 
lector,     lie  ivail  III,-  (Irst  .-ciitciKc: 

"(Joiie:  'ri;i<  rcall.v  is  a  lii.uht.  my  ifapl.ael.  IIou-  it  i<? 
No  one  (an  i,.||  „„.  uluiv  y,n  are.      .And  who  should  know  if 

not  I  :-■■ 

He  di.l  not  wi,<h  to  learn  nnv  more,  fie  calmlv  took  np  the 
ietter>  and  threw  tl,,.,,,  ,„  th,.  ij,,.,  uat(hin.Lr  uidi  dull  and 
hlelo.-^  eves  the  perfumed  paper  as  il   wa^  twi^l.■d.  >hrivcled, 

bent,  and  d.-vonred  by  the  eaprieioiw  Ihinu's.    Frni: nl-  that 

fell  amoni:  ihe  a.lirs  allowed  him  to  see  th,.  iM-Lriniiim,'  of  a 
sentence,  or  a  lialf-luiriil  th.in-ht  or  wor.l  ;  he  t,M,k  a  pleasure 
in  deeij)herin,ir  tli,ni— a  .-^ort  (d'  mechanical  amusemejit. 

".Sittiniral  your  '  or— <-\i>e,t,.d— ('a,,ri,.o— I  ol),-y— Rivals 

I,  never! — thy    i'.iulin,'^— |,,v, — no  m,.re  of    I'auline? If 

you   had  wished  to  leave  me   for  ever,  vow   would  not  have 

deserto,!  mi' — Lov,- cicrnal— To  die ."" 

The  word>  cauM',!  him  a  sort  of  reiriors.':  he  seized  the 
toners,  and  rescued  a  last  fragment  of  the  letter  from 
the  flames. 

"I  have  murmured."  .so  Paidine  wrote.  '•i)ut  I  have  never 
complained,  my  Raphael  !  1  f  you  hav,-  I,. ft  me  so  far  i)ehind 
you.  It  was  doubtless  lu'cause  you  wished  t,.  hide  ,s,mie  heavy 
grief  from  me.  I'erha[.s  you  will  kill  me  rme  of  these  days, 
but  you  are  too  good  to  torture  me.  So  ,lo  not  go  awav  from' 
me  like  this.  There!  I  ,-an  bear  the  worst  of  tornient,  if 
only  I  am  at  your  side.  .\ny  grief  that  vou  could  cau.se  me 
would  not  he  grief.  Then-  is  far  more  h)ve  in  mv  heart 
for  you  than  1  have  ever  yet  slmwu  y,ui.  I  can  ,'n,lu're  any- 
thing. e.\c,'|,t  this  weeping  far  away  fr,.m  vou,  thi.>  ii;norance 
of  your " 

Haphae;  laid  the  .^corchcl  scrap  on  the  mantelpiece,  then 
all  at  once  h,-  tlung  it  into  th.'  fire.  The  bit  ,d'  papc-r  was 
too^clearly  a  symbol  of  his  own  love  an,l  luckl,'<s  existence. 

"(Jo  and  find   M.   Bianchon."  he  told  Jonathan. 

Horace  came  and  fouml   Kaphnel  in  be,l. 

"Can  you  pn'siribe  a  .Iraugbt  for  me— some  mild  opiate 
winch    wdl    always    keep    me    iu    a    somnolent    condition, 
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'no,  no !     1  only  wish 


tho  pationt 
i'aiiliiii'  (le 


a  draiipht   tliat   will   not    \>r   injurinti.s   although   taken  con- 
stant ly." 

".\otli:n<i  is  fasicr."  iIk^  yoiiiii:  iloctor  replied;  "l)ut  you 
will  have  to  keeji  on -your  iVci  fur  a  few  hours  dailv,  at  any 
rate,  so  as  to  take  your  I'ood." 

"A  few  hours  I""  Raphael  hroke  in 
to  bo  out  of  ImmI  for  an  hour  at  most." 

"What  is  your  oltji'ci  ;-■■  iinniirrd  i'.ianihon. 

"To  sleej) :  for  ^o  one  ki'ip>  alive,  at  any  rate," 
answered.     "Let  no  one  eonie  in.  not  rviu   Mile 
\\  i.-ti  luiaii  I"  he  added  to  .loiiatliaii.  as  tlie  doctor  was  writing 
out  his  j)reseription. 

"Well.  ]\I.  Horace,  is  there  any  hope!-"  the  old  servant 
a.^kid.  ^roiri;,'  as  far  as  the  ili<:ht  of  steps  before  the  door, 
with  the  yount:  doctor. 

"He  may  live  for  some  time  yet.  or  he  may  die  to-night. 
Tlio  chances  of  life  and  death  are  eveidy  balanced  in  hi.s 
case.  I  can"!  nndeivtand  it  at  all."  said  the  doctor,  with  a 
doubtful  gesture.     "Flis  mind  ought  to  be  diverted." 

"Diverted!  Ah,  sir.  you  don't  know  him  I  Ht^  killed  a 
man   the  other  day   without   a   word  I — Xothinf  can   divert 
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For  some  days  Raphael  lay  plunged  in  the  torpor  ,",f  this 
artificial  sleep.  Thanks  to  tli(>  material  power  that  opium 
e.\ert.s  over  the  immaterial  part  of  ii<.  this  man  with  tho 
powerful  atid  active  imagination  reduced  hini.-elf  to  the  levol 
of  those  sluggish  forms  of  animal  life  that  lurk  in  the  depths 
of  forests,  and  take  the  form  of  vegetatde  refuse,  never 
stirring  from  their  place  to  catch  their  easy  jirey.  He  had 
darkened  the  very  sun  in  heaven:  the  daylight  never  entered 
his  room.  .About  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  he  would  leave 
his  bed.  with  no  very  clear  consciousness  of  his  own  existence; 
ho  would  satisfy  the  claims  of  hunger  and  return  to  bed  im- 
mediately. One  dull  blighted  hour  after  anoth»>r  only 
l)rought  confused  pictures  and  ajipearances  before  him,  and 
lights  and  shadows  aeainst  a  backLTound  of  darkness. 
lie  lay  buried  in  deep  t^ilence;   movement  and  intol licence 
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wiTo  rnmjilctrlv  ntuiiliil.itnl  fnr  liim.  ]\i-  unk,.  I.iic,-  than 
usual  one  cvciiiiiL'.  nnd  rDiiinl  ilial  lii»  (liniici'  wa-  imt  ica(l\. 
He  niti;:  fnr  .Foiiatliaii. 

"^'oii  can  L'","  lie  >aiil.  "I  liavc  inailc  vmi  rich;  \.)u  shall 
be  liii|i[)y  iiiyiiurohl  a;:c;  liin  I  will  ii,,i  1,.|  m,u  iiiiiiiillc  away 

my    life   any    Idiil'ci-.      Mineral. Ic    wrdch  I      I    am    hu!i;:rv 

where  is  my  (liiincry      IIoui~iir      An-werme!" 

A  sati:-(ie(l  smile  stnle  nvcr  Jonai lian's  face.  i|,.  \,H,k  a 
candle  that  lit  up  the  <:reat  dark  nM,ni-  of  the  nian.-ion  uitii 
its  lliekerin<r  li^dit  ;  hrnu-ht  his  rna>ter.  who  had  aLrain  lie- 
como  an  automaton,  into  a  irreat  ;:allery.  ami  tluni:  a  door 
Buddenly  open.  I'apliael  WiU'^  all  at  .uice  dazzled  hv  a  flood  of 
li^dit  and  amazed  hy  an  unhear'-of  xine. 

His  chandeliers  had  been  fili  1  with  wa.\-Ii;,'hts ;  the  rarest 
flowers  from  Ids  conservatory  were  carefully  arranged  aiioin 
the  room;  the  table  sparkled  with  silver,  j^old.  crystal,  and 
porcelain;  a  royal  hamiuet  was  s[)read — the  odors  of  the 
tempting  dishes  tickled  the  nervous  fihres  of  the  palate. 
There  sat  his  friiMids;  he  saw  them  amonir  heauiiful  women 
in  full  evenimr  dress,  with  hare  necks  and  shoulders,  with 
flowers  in  their  hair;  fair  women  of  everv  type,  with 
sparklin.LT  eyes,  attractively  and  fancifully  arraved.  One  hail 
adoj)ted  an  Irish  jacket,  which  displayed  the  allurinir  out- 
lines of  her  form;  one  wore  the  '•|ia-(|uina"  of  Andalusia, 
with  its  wanton  grace:  here  was  a  half-clad  Dian  the  huntress, 
there  the  costume  of  Mile,  de  la  Valliere.  amorous  and  cov ; 
and  all  of  them  alike  were  given  up  to  the  intoxication  of 
the  moment. 

As  Haphael's  death-pale  face  sliowed  itself  in  the  door- 
way, a  sudilen  outcry  broke  out.  as  \ehement  as  the  blaze  of 
this  improvised  bampiet.  The  voices,  perfumes,  and  lights. 
the  exquisite  beauty  of  the  women.  [)roduced  their  efTei't  upon 
his  senses,  and  awakened  his  desires.  Delightful  music,  from  . 
unseen  players  in  the  next  room,  drowned  the  excited  tumult 
in  a  torrent  of  harnionv — the  whole  stran^-e  vision  was  com- 
plete. 

Kaphael  felt  a  caressing  pressure  of  his  own  hand,  a  wo- 
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man's  whito.  youtliful  arm-  wen'  strctclicd  out  ti>  j:ras|)  liim, 
ami  the  hand  was  Aijuiliiia"-.  lie  kiicu  iu<\\  that  ilii>  >tiiu' 
was  not  a  faiila.-tic  illn-ion  like  tln'  tlcctin^^  piciiin's  of  his 
(lisordcrcd  dream.-;  lie  utti  red  a  drradfiil  crv.  >himin('d  ihc 
door,  and  dcall  his  luarlhroktMi  oM  :.cr\aMl  a  hlow  in 
the  face. 

"Moiistrr !"  he  irifd.  "-o  vou  liavc  suinii  to  kdl  md"  and 
f rcinhliiii,'  at  tin-  ri.-k-  hi-  iiad  ju-[  now  run,  he  siiminniird 
all  his  ciicr^'ii  s.  reached  his  room,  took  a  jiowerfid  .-leepmg 
draujrht,  and  went  to  Ix'd. 

"The  devil!"  cried  Junatlian,  recovering.'  himself.  ".Xiul 
M.  Hiaiuhon  mo>t  ceriaiidy  told  me  to  divert  his  mind."' 

It  was  close  ufion  midni;:ht.  By  lliat  time,  owinj;  to  one  of 
those  physical  caprices  that  are  the  marvel  and  liie  desi)air 
of  seience,  Raphael,  in  his  slumber,  1,'ecame  radiant  with 
beauty.  A  bri^dit  color  jrlowcd  on  his  pale  cheeks.  There 
was  an  almost  ^'irlish  ^'race  about  the  forehead  in  which  his 
P'nius  was  revealed.  Life  -cemed  to  bloom  <>n  the  (piiet  face 
that  lay  there  at  rest.  His  slei'p  was  sound;  a  li,Ldit.  even 
breath  was  drawn  in  between  the  red  lips;  he  was  smilin<r — 
he  had  passed  no  doubt  throu;.di  the  ;,'ate  of  dreams  iiuo  a 
TKible  life.  Was  he  a  centenarian  now?  Did  his  grand- 
children eome  to  wish  him  length  of  days?  Or.  on  a  riL-tie 
bench  set  in  the  sun  and  under  the  trees,  was  he  scanning, 
like  the  prophet  on  the  mountain  heights,  a  promised  land, 
a  far-off  time  of  blessing. 

"Here  you  are !" 

The  words,  uttered  in  silver  tones,  dispelled  the  sliadowv 
faces  of  his  dreams.  Tie  saw  I'auline.  in  the  lan;j)light, 
sitting  upon  the  bed  ;  Pauline  grown  fairer  yet  through  sorrow 
and  separation.  Raphael  remairieil  bewildered  bv  the  sight 
of  her  face,  white  as  the  petals  of  some  water  flower,  and  the 
shadow  of  her  lr>ng.  dark  hair  about  it  seemed  to  make  it 
whiter  still.  Her  tears  had  left  a  gleaming  trace  upon  her 
cheeks,  and  hung  there  yet,  n-ady  to  fall  at  the  least  move- 
ment. Sh(>  look(Ml  like  an  angel  fallen  from  tlie  skies,  or  a 
si)irit  that  a  breath  might  waft  away,  as  she  sat  there  all  in 
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white,  witli  Iht  lifiul  lnnvr,!,  scancly  cn'iisini,'  tlie  (|iiilt  be- 
nt-atli  her  wn^'ht. 

"All.  I  have  roriTdltrii  cvin  tiling' I""  she  crii'l.  a.-  !>'aiihacl 
opened  liis  eV('>;.  '"I  have  lio  Vnice  Irfl  cNCfiil  to  Iii!  uni, 
*l  aril  yours."  'I'liere  i-  iiotlmi^'  in  my  ln'art  Iml  IoM".  Anp'l 
of  my  life,  vol!  Iia\e  luvcr  Ixen  so  lieautiful  liifur.'!      ^'.inr 

t'ye>  are   hlazitii: iWit   come.    1    can   i:ues<    it    ^il!       \'ou 

havi  hetri  III  search  of  heallli  without  rue ;  you  wen'  afraid  of 
me well '" 

"(Jo  I  (.'f)  I  leave  me."  K'a|iliael  muitei-ed  at  last.  "Why  <lo 
you  Tiol  f^o?  If  you  slay,  1  shall  die.  I  »o  you  want  to  ree 
rue  die?" 

"hie?"  she  eeliocd.  "('ati  you  die  without  me?  I'ie? 
But  you  are  youtit:;  and  i  love  you  I  Die?"  she  asked,  in  a 
deep,  hollow  voice.  She  -•  w.ed  his  liauds  with  a  freiizit  d 
inovetiient.     "Cold  I"  -he  waih'd.     "Is  it  all  an  illusion?" 

K'aphael  drew  the  little  hit  of  skin  from  under  liis  fiillow  ; 
it  was  as  tiny  and  a.s  frai:il<'  as  a  periwinkle-petal.  He  showed 
it  to  her. 

'■I'aulim,' I"  he  said,  "fair  iniajj^o  of  my  fair  life,  lot  us  eay 
good-bye." 

"(iood-hyo?"  she  (ehoed.  lookini,'  surprised. 

"Ves.  This  is  a  talisman  that  }rrant.-i  all  my  wi.shes, 
and  that  represents  my  span  of  life.  See  here,  this  is 
all  that  remains  of  it.  If  von  look  at  nio  anv  lon<;er,  I  shall 
dii- " 

The  younj;  girl  thon<rht  that  Valentin  had  prown  lif,'ht- 
hcaded;  she  took  the  talisman  and  went  t<)  fetch  the  lamp. 
By  its  tremnlous  li^dit  which  she  shed  over  Uaphael  and 
the  talisman,  she  scaiine(l  her  lover's  fnee  and  the  last  morsel 
of  the  ma;:ic  skin.  .\s  Pauline  stood  there,  in  all  the  beauty 
of  love  and  terror.  Raphael  was  no  lon-rcr  able  to  control 
his  thouirhts  ;  memories  of  tender  scenes,  and  of  passionate 
and  fevered  joys,  overwhelmed  the  soul  that  had  so  lon.i?  Iain 
dormant  within  him.  and  kindled  a  fire  not  <iuite  extinct. 

"Panline!  Pauline!     Come  to  mt^ " 

.\  dreadful  cry  came  from  the  girl's  throat,  her  eyes  dilated 
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with  horrnr.  I,.t  .■v.lunw.  u,n.  .i,~,Mrt.,I  an.l  .Iniun  apart  l,v 
an  un-iM-akaM..  ari-hi>!,  ;  ,1„.  na.l  i„  |{a,,|,a..r,  ,.v,..  ti,".. 
vehcim  nt  .l,>ir..  n,  uhi,!,  >|„.  (,a.|  on...  ..x„lt,.,l.  |„u  as'.t  ,ti.w 
slH-  frli  u  li.ht  rnuvn.HMt  in  hrr  hari.l,  an.|  iIh-  skin  n.n- 
tracft.l.  M,e  did  nm  sto,,  to  thmk;  >hc  tlrd  uito  tlu^  iirxt 
room,  aiul  lockfd  tlic  door. 

"Pauiim.:  l-aidin..:-  .ri.-d  il.,.  d\iii-  man.  a.  f,..  n>sh..d 
aft.T  Iht:  -I  l„v,.  von,  I  ador,.  ^nu.  I  want  vuii.  I'aulin,.'  1 
HUM  curst,  vuu  if  you  u,ll  „,m  oj„„  jI,,.  door  "for  ni...  I  m-h1i 
to  die  in  your  arms  I" 

With  unnatural  slrm-th,  tl.c  last  ..iFort  of  rl.bin-  lifp 
he  broke  ,io»n  the  door,  and  ..aw  Ins  mistress  writhin-"  upon 
a  sofa.  J'auline  had  vainly  tried  to  piene  her  heaH  and 
now  thou;,'lit  to  lin.l  a  rapid  death  hv  stranKlinL'  herself  with 
her  shawl. 

*i,7V  *!'''•,'"'  '""  ^''■''•"  ■'■''•'  ■'^"''''  "■>'"P  ♦"  "^'''t"n  the  knot 
that  she  had  made. 

In  her  stru-de  with  d.-ath  h-T  hair  hune  loose  her 
shoulders  were  hare,  her  elothinjr  was  dis<.rd.T.d  her  eve* 
were  lathed  in  tears,  her  faee  was  Hushed  and  <lrawn  with  the 
horror  of  despair;  y.t  as  her  e.xeeedin-  heauly  met  Haphuel's 
into.vioated  eyes,  his  delirium  ^^rew.  FFe  .spran<r  towards  her 
hke  a  bird  of  prey,  tore  away  the  shawl,  and  tried  to  take  her 
in  his  arms. 

The  dyincr  man  sought  for  word.s  to  express  the  wish  that 
was  consumincj  his  slrenKth  ;  but  no  sounds  would  enme  exeent 
the  chokinfr  death-rattle  in  his  chest.  Faeh  hivajh  he  dre'w 
sounded  hoi  lower  than  the  last,  and  seemed  to  eonie  from 
his  very  entrails.  At  the  last  moment,  no  longer  able  to 
utter  a  sound,  he  set  his  teeth  in  Pauline's  breast.  Jonathan 
appeared,  terrified  by  the  cries  he  had  heard,  and  tried  to  tear 
away  the  dead  body  from  the  grasp  of  the  j^'irl  who  was 
erouehini,'  with  it  in  a  corner. 

"What  do  you  want?"  she  asked.  "He  is  mine,  I  have 
Killed  him.     Did  1  not  foresee  how  it  would  be  ?" 
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"And  what  bocamo  of  rauline?" 

"rauline?       Ah  I       Do  you  somotimes  spend  a  pleasant 
wintiT  I'voniniT  bv  your  own   (iRsi(K',  and  f.nvo  youivrlf  up 
luxuriously  to  lueniorics  of  love  or  youth,  while  you  watch 
tlie  glow  of   the  lire   where   the   logs  of  oak   are"  burning? 
Here,  the  fire  outlines  a  .sort  of  chessboard  in  red  squares, 
there  it  has  a  sheen  like  velvet :  little  blue  tlanies  start  up  and 
flicker  and  play  about  in  the  glowing  depths  of  the  lirasier. 
A  mysterious  artist  conies  and  adapts  that  fhune  to  his  own 
ends;  by  a  secret  of  his  own  he  draws  a  visionarv  face  in  the 
midst  of  those  ilaniing  violet  and  crimson  hues,  a  face  with 
unimaginable  delicate  oiulines.  a  tleeting  ap[iarition  which  no 
chance  will  ever  bring  back  again.      It  is  a  woman's  face,  her 
hair  is  blown   back   by  the  wind,   her  features  speak  of  a 
rapture  of  delight;  she  breathes  fire  in  the  midst  of  the 
fire.     She  smiles,  she  dies,  you  will  never  see  her  any  more. 
Farewell,  flower  of  the  flame!     Farewell,  essence  incomplete 
and  unforeseen,  come  too  early  or  too  late  to  make  the  spark 
of  some  glorious  diamond." 
"But,  Pauline  r' 

"You  do  not  see,  then?  I  will  begin  again.  Make  way  !  make 
way !  She  comes,  she  is  here,  the  queen  of  illusions,  a  woman 
fleeting  as  a  kiss,  a  woman  bright  as  lightning,  issuing  in  a 
blaze  like  lightning  from  the  sky.  a  being  uncreated,  of'^spirit 
and  love  alone.  She  has  wrapped  her  shadowy  form  in  flame,  or 
perhaps  the  flame  betokens  that  she  exists  but  for  a  moment. 
The  pure  outlines  of  her  shape  tell  you  that  she  comes  from 
heaven.  Is  she  not  radiant  as  an  angel  ?  Can  vou  not  hear 
the  beating  of  her  wings  in  space?  She  sinks  "down  beside 
you  more  lightly  than  a  bird,  and  yon  are  .'ntraiiced  by  !ier 
awful  eyes;  there  is  a  magical  power  'n  her  light  breathing 
that  draws  your  li])s  to  hers:  she  flies  and  vou  follow:  you  feel 
the  earth  i)eneath  you  no  longer.  If  you  could  but  once  touch 
that  form  of  snow  with  your  eager,  deluded  iiands,  once  twine 
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the  golden  hair  round  your  iln>.'-i'rs.  placo  one  kiss  on  those 
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'rhoro  is  an  intoxicating,'  vapor  around,  and  the 


spell  of  a  siren  music  is  upon  you.  Kvcry  nerve  in  you  is 
(juivering;  you  are  filled  with  pain  and  longing.  0  joy  for 
which  there  is  no  name  I  You  have  touched  the  woman's  lips, 
and  you  are  wakened  at  once  hy  a  horrihio  ])ang.  Oh  I  ah! 
yes,  you  have  struck  your  head  against  the  corner  of  the  bed- 
post, you  have  been  clasping  its  brown  maliogany  sides,  and 
chilly  gilt  ornaments;  embracing  a  piece  of  metal,  a  brazen 
Cupid." 

"But  how  about  Pauline,  sir?" 

"What,  again?  Listen.  One  lovely  morning  at  Tours  a 
young  man.  who  held  tlie  hand  ol'  a  jjretty  woman  in  his, 
went  on  board  the  XUh  d' An  (jets.  Tiius  united  they  both 
looked  and  woiulered  long  at  a  white  form  that  rose 
elusively  out  of  the  mists  above  the  broad  waters  of 
the  Loire,  like  some  child  of  the  sun  and  the  river, 
or  some  freak  of  air  and  cloud.  This  translucent 
form  was  a  sylnh  or  a  naiad  by  turns;  she  hovered 
in  the  air  like  word  that  haunts  the  memory,  which 
seeks  in  vain  to  gracp  it;  she  glided  among  the  islands,  she 
nodded  her  head  here  and  thi  .■  among  the  tall  poplar  trees; 
then  she  grew  to  a  giant's  height  ;  she  shook  out  the  countless 
folds  of  her  drapery  to  the  light;  she  shot  light  from  the 
aureole  that  the  sun  had  litten  al;out  her  face;  she  hovered 
above  the  slopes  of  the  hills  and  their  little  hamlets,  and 
seemed  to  bar  the  passage  of  the  boat  before  the  Chateau 
d'Usse.  You  might  have  thought  that  La  dnmc  des  belles 
cousmcs  sought  to  protect  her  countrv"  from  modern  in- 
trusion." 

"Well,  well,  I  understand.  So  it  went  with  Pauline.  But 
how  about  Fcedora  ?" 

"Oh  I  Fcedora,  you  are  sure  to  meet  with  her!  She  was 
at  the  ]V)ufT(ms  last  night,  and  she  will  go  to  the  Opera  this 
evening,  and  if  you  like  to  take  it  so,  she  is  Society." 
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CHRIST  IN  FLANDERS 

To  Marrelline  l>("sti()r(lt',s-Viiliii(.n',  a  (lauKlitcr  of  Flanders,  of 
whoui  tlicso  iijocleru  days  may  well  be  prouU,  1  dedicate  tlil.s 
quaint  legend  of  old  Flanders. 

De  Balzac. 

At  a  dimly  remote  perind  in  the  history  of  Rnihant,  com- 
munication l.elwcon  the  Island  df  ('a.lzaiid  and  the  Flemish 
coast  was  kept  uj)  by  a  !)()at  which  cairi.'d  pas.-ciiLrci-s  from 
one  shore  to  tiie  other.  Mi<ldelbur--.  the  chief  town  in  the 
island,  destined  to  become  so  famous  in  the  annals  of 
Protestantism,  at  that  time  only  niimhered  some  two  or 
three  hundri'd  hearths:  and  the  jirosperous  town  of  O.-tend 
was  an  oljseiire  haven,  a  stra.t:<:lin<,r  villa;/e  where  i)irates  dwelt 
in  security  amonij  the  fishermen  and  the  few  poor  inerchajits 
who  lived  in  the  place. 

But  thoujrh  the  town  of  Ostend  consisted  altogether  of 
some  score  of  houses  and  three  hundred  cottages,  huts  or 
hovels  built  of  the  driftwood  of  wrecked  vessels,  it  never- 
thele-s  rejoiced  in  the  possession  of  a  governor,  a  garrison, 
a  forked  gibbet,  a  convent,  and  a  burgomastiT,  in  short,  in 
all  the  institutions  of  an  advanced  civilization. 

Who  reigned  over  Brabant  and  Flanders  in  those  days? 
On  this  point  tradition  is  mute.  Let  us  confess  at  once  that 
this  tale  savors  strongly  of  the  marvelous,  the  mysterious, 
and  the  vague:  (elements  which  Flemish  narrators  have  in- 
fused into  a  .<tory  retailed  so  often  to  gatherings  of  workers 
on  winter  evenings,  that  the  versions  vary  widelv  in  poetic 
merit  and  incongruity  of  detail.  Tt  has  been  toJd  by  everv 
generation,  hand 'd  down  by  grandames  at  the  fireside, 
narrated  night  and  day.  and  the  chronicle  has  changed  its 
comi)le.\ion  somewhat  in  every  age.  Like  some  great  build- 
ing that  has  suircred  many  modilicatiuns  uf  successive  genera- 
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tions  of  an  liiti'iis,  mhiic  soiiiltrc  wciitluT-liPiitrn  pile,  tli^'  'lo- 
light  (if  a  j.ncl.  the  .~turv  uoiiM  drive  tin-  cniiiiiiciitator  ami 
ilu'  iii(!ii--lriou>  «  iiiiiDWcr  of  wurds,  fact.-,  ami  dales  to  d(>pair. 
'J'lic  iiarratnr  l)clic\t's  in  it,  as  all  .-upcrsiitious  iiiimls  in 
Flanders  likeuix'  l»elie\f:  ami  is  not  a  wliit  wiser  nor  more 
credulous  than  his  audience.  But  as  it  would  be  im[)ossil)le  to 
make  a  harmony  of  all  the  dill'erent  renderin.i:s.  here  are  the 
outlines  of  the  storv ;  stri])ped,  it  may  be,  of  its  picturesque 
ijuaintuess,  but  with  all  its  hold  disregard  of  historical  truth, 
and  its  moral  teaeliing  ajiproved  by  religion — a  myth,  the 
blossom  of  imaginative  fancy:  an  allegory  that  the  wise  may 
inter]irel  to  ^uil  themselve-.  To  each  his  own  pasturage,  and 
the  task  of  separating  the  tares  from  the  wheat. 


The  boat  that  served  to  carry  passengers  from  the  Island 
of  Cadzand  to  Osteiid  was  upon  the  point  of  departure;  but 
before  the  skii)per  loosed  the  chain  that  secured  the  shallop 
to  the  little  jetty,  where  people  embarked,  he  blew  a  horn 
so\eral  times,  to  warn  late  lingerers,  this  being  his  last 
journey  that  day.  Night  was  falling.  It  was  scarcely  possi- 
ble to  see  the  coast  of  Flanders  by  tlie  dying  flros  of  the 
sunset,  or  to  make  out  ujion  the  hitlie'r  shore  any  forms  of 
belated  passengers  hurrying  along  the  wall  of  the  dykes  that 
surrounded  the  open  country,  or  among  the  tall  reeds  of  the 
mar>hes.     The  lioat  was  full. 

"What  are  you  waiting  for'     Let  us  put  otT  I"  they  cried. 

Just  at  that  moment  a  man  appeared  a  few  paces  from  the 
jetty,  to  the  surprise  of  the  skipper,  who  had  heard  no  sound 
of  footsteps.  The  traveler  seemed  to  have  sprung  up  from 
the  earth,  like  a  [xasant  who  hail  laid  himself  down  on  the 
ground  to  wait  till  the  boat  >hould  start,  and  had  slept  till 
the  sound  of  th(>  horn  awakened  Iiim.  Was  he  a  thief?  or 
some  one  belonging  to  the  custom-house  or  the  [police? 

As  soon  as  the  man  appeared  on  the  jetty  to  which  the 
boat  was  moored,  seven  pcr-ons  v. ho  viere  standing  in  the 
stern  of  the  .shallop  hastiiicd  to  sit  down  on  the  benches,  so  ius 
to  leave  no  room  for  the  newcomer.       It  was  the  swift  and 
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insiinctivo  wnrkin-  of  tlir  iiristn.niiic  spirit,  ;in  impulse  of 

cxcIiHi veriest  tluit  cninis   fr..ni   tli.'  rich  iii;iirs   li.nrt.      Four 

of   till-   seven    persona.ires   hclon-vd    to    the    ihiki    ari>toeratie 

families  in  Fhmders.      First  ;nii(mLr  th.'in  was  a  ynuu'j;  kni<rlit 

with  two  beantil'iil  ,-:revh()im.l- :  \u>  Inn-  hair  tlenved  from  ho- 

neath  a  jeweled  eap:  he  clanked  his  irjjded  spurs,  curled  the 

onds  of  his  moustache  from  time  to  time  with  a  swa^'i:erin;,' 

<rriice.  and  ln,,ked  rniiid  disdainfully  on  the  rest  of  tli("cre\\\ 

A  hij.di-l)nrn  dam>el,  with  a   falcon ',,11   her  wrist,  only  spoko 

with  her  mother  or  with  a  churchman  of  hiirji  rank,  who  was 

evidently  a   relation.     .Ml   these  p.-rsons   made  a   ^'reat   deal 

of  noi.se.  and  talked  amoni:  them^eb.,..  as  though  there  were 

no  one  else  in  the  hoat  :  yet  close  he>ide  them  sat  a  man  of 

great  importance  in  the  district,  a  >toul  l)ur>rher  of  Hni.^'e!, 

wrapped  aliout  with  a  vast  doak.      His  servant.  arMied  to  the 

teeth,  liad  set  <]own  a  couple  of  ha-s  filled  with  irold  at  his 

side.  ^  N'ext  to  tlie  hurt:her  came  a  man  of  learnini:.  a  doctor  of 

the  f'niversity  of  Lonvain.  who  was  travelini:  with  his  clerk. 

This  little  group  of  folk,  who  look.d  contemptuouslv  at  eai'h 

other,  was  .«(>parated  from  the  passengers  in  the  forward  pan 

of  tho  hoat  hv  the  honcli  of  rowers. 

The  belated  traveler  glanced  about  him  as  he  stepped  on 
hoard,  .saw  that  there  was  no  room  for  him  in  the  stern,  and 
went  to  the  bows  in  rpiest  of  a  seat.  They  were  all  poor  people 
there.  At  first  sight  of  the  bareheaded  man  in  the  brown 
randet  coat  and  trunk-hose,  and  plain  stiff  linen  collar,  they 
noticed  that  he  wore  no  ornaments,  carried  no  cap  nor  bonnet 
in  his  hand,  and  had  neither  sword  nor  purse  at  his  girdle, 
and  one  and  all  took  him  for  a  hurgoma.ster  sure  of  his  author- 
ity, a  worthy  and  kindly  burgomaster  like  ?o  manv 
a  Fleniincr  of  old  times.  who<e  homely  features  and  charac- 
ters have  been  imniortalixed  liy  Flemish  painters.  The  poorer 
pas-engers.  therefore,  received  him  with  demonstrations  of 
respect  that  provoked  scornful  titterim:  at  the  other  end  of 
the  boat.  .\n  old  soldier,  inured  to  toil  and  hardship,  gave 
up  his  plad'  on  the  bi'nch  to  the  newcome-.  and  <i-,>Ji'^  him- 
self on  the  edge  of  the  vessel,  keeping  hi<  halance  bv  plant- 
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ing  his  h  ct  a^'aiiist  one  of  tliosc  transverse  beams,  like  the 
liackbdiie  nf  a  lish,  tliat  hold  t!ie  ]ihiiiks  of  a  iioat  toLrether. 
A  youn.:.'  iiiotlier,  wlio  boi'e  iier  i)iiliy  in  iicr  arm.-,  and  seemed 
to  boloiifr  to  the  working'  class  in  Ostend.  moved  aside  to  makn 
room  for  the  sirani:er.  TluTe  was  neither  servility  imr  scorn 
in  her  manner  of  doin^r  this;  it  was  a  simple  siun  of  the 
goodwill  by  wliich  the  jioor,  who  know  by  lonu'  iviierience 
th"  value  of  a  service  and  the  warm'h  that  fellowshij)  brinies, 
give  expression  to  the  open-hearledne.-s  and  the  natural  im- 
pulses of  their  souls;  so  artlessly  do  they  reveal  their  ,i:ood 
qualities  and  their  defects.  The  stranirer  thanked  her  by  a 
gesture  full  of  gracious  dignity,  and  took  liis  ])lace  between 
the  young  mother  and  the  old  soldier.  Immediately  iiehind 
him  sat  a  peasant  and  his  son,  a  boy  ten  years  of  age.  A 
beggar  woman,  old,  wrinkled,  and  clad  in  rags,  was  crouching, 
with  her  almost  empty  wallet,  on  a  great  coil  of  rope  that  lay 
in  the  prow.  One  of  the  rowers,  an  old  sailor,  who  had  known 
her  in  the  davs  of  her  beauty  and  prosperity,  liad  let  her  come 
in  "for  the  love  of  (iod,"  in  the  beautiful  phrase  that  the 
common  people  use. 

"Thank  you  kindly,  Thomas,"  the  old  woman  had  said. 
"1  will  sav  two  PiUirs  and  two  Arcs  for  you  in  my  prayers 
to-night." 

The  skipper  blew  his  horn  for  the  last  time,  looked  along 
the  silent  shore,  flung  off  the  chain,  ran  along  tlie  side  of  the 
boat,  and  took  up  his  position  at  the  helm.  He  lookt'd  at  the 
sky.  and  ius  soon  as  they  were  out  in  the  open  sea.  he  shouted 
to  the  men:  "Pull  away,  pull  with  all  vour  might!  The  sea 
is  smiling  at  a  s(iuall.  the  witch  I  I  can  feel  the  swell  by  the 
wav  the  rudder  works,  and  the  storm  in  my  wounds." 

The  nautical  phrases,  unintelligible  to  ears  unused  to  the 
sound  of  the  sea,  seemed  to  ynit  fresh  energy  into  the  oars; 
thev  kept  time  together,  the  rhythm  of  the  movement 
was  still  even  and  steady,  but  quite  unlike  the  previous 
manner  of  rowing:  it  wa.s  as  if  a  cantering  horse 
had  broken  into  a  gallop.  The  gay  company  seated 
in  the  stern  amused  themselves  by  watching  the  brawny  anus, 
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the  tanned  faces,  and  spiirkliiij:  i.yc.  .,f  the  rowers,  the  play 
of  the  tense  iiiij.-chs,  the  pliv.-ual  and  menial  forces  that  were 
beinjr  exerted  to  hrin'r  them  for  a  trilliii;:  tnli  acmss  the 
cliannel.  So  far  from  |iityiii,L:  the  rowers'  distress,  thev 
pointed  out  tlie  nnnV  faees  to  eaeli  othrr,  and  lau^died  at 
the  grote^cjue  exi.ressions  on  the  fiiees  of  the  crew  who  were 
straininj:  every  mnseie;  hut  in  tiie  fore  jiarl  (d"  the  hnat  tlie 
soklier,  the  {)eiisant,  an<l  the  old  beo^rar  woman  watched  the 
sailors  with  the  sympaiiiv  natiir,illy  felt  hy  toilers  wii,.  live  by 
the  sweat  of  their  brow  and  know  the  rou<:h  stniLTude.  tlit> 
strenuous  excitement  of  oirort.  'riie>e  f,,lk.  moreovei"  whose 
lives  were  spent  in  the  open  air,  had  all  seen  the  warnin^'^s 
of  dan>rer  in  the  sky.  iind  their  faces  witc  trrave.  The  young 
mother  rocked  her  child,  singing  an  old  hvmn  of  the  Church 
for  a  lullaby. 

"If  we  ever  get  there  at  aJl,"  the  soldier  remarked  to  the 
peasant,  "it  will  be  because  the  Almiglitv  is  bent  on  keeping 
us  alive." 

"Ah  !  He  is  the  Ma.<;ter."  said  the  old  woman,  "but  I  think 
It  will  be  His  good  pleasure  to  take  us  to  Himself.  Just  look 
at  that  light  down  there  .  .  ."  and  she  nodded  her  head  as 
she  spoke  towards  the  sunset. 

Streaks  of  fiery  red  glared  from  behind  the  masses  of 
crimson-flushed  brown  cloud  that  seemed  about  to  unloo.se  a 
furious  gale.  There  w;is  a  smothered  murmur  of  the  sea, 
a  moaning  sound  that  seemed  to  come  from  the  depths,  a  low 
warning  growl,  such  as  a  dog  gives  when  he  only  means  mis- 
chief as  yet.  After  all,  Ostend  was  not  far  away.  Perhaps 
painting,  like  poetry,  could  not  prolong  the  existence  of  the 
picture  presented  by  sea  and  sky  at  that  moment  beyond  the 
time  of  its  iictual  duration.  Art  demands  veh(Mnent  contrasts, 
wherefore  artists  usually  .seek  out  Xature's  most  striking 
effects,  doubtless  because  they  despair  of  r(>nderiiiu'  the  great 
and  glorious  charm  of  her  daily  moods;  vet  the  huinan  soul 
is  often  stirred  as  deeply  by  her  calm  as  by  her  emotion,  and 
by  silence  as  hy  storm. 
Por  a  moment  no  one  spoke  on  board  the  boat.     Every  one 
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watchod  that  ?oa  and  sky,  cither  with  somo  present iinont  of 
dan-,'er,  or  hcvaiise  they   fell    the  inthicnee  of  the  religious 
meliineholy  tliat   takes  po^isossion  of  iu>arlv  all  of  us  a?  the 
close  of  the  .iiiy.  tin-  Iioiir  of  prayer,  v.hen  all  nature  is  hushed 
Bavo  for  the  voires  of  the  h.Hn.     The  sea  gleamed  pale  and 
wan.  hut  Its  hues  changcl,  and  the  surface  took  all  the  colors 
of  steel.     Tile  sky  was  almost  overspread  with  livid  gray,  but 
down  in  the  west  there  were  long  narrow  bars  like  streaks 
of  blood;  while  lines  of  bright  light  in  the  eastern  skv,  sharp 
and  clean  as  if  drawn  by  the  tip  of  a  brush,  were  separated  by 
folds  of  eloud.  like  the  wrinkles  on  an  old  man's  brow.     The 
whole  scene  made  a  background  of  ashen  gravs  and  half-tints, 
in  strong  contrast  to  the  bale-fires  of  the  sunset.     If  written 
languages  might  borrow  of  spoken  language  some  of  the  bold 
figures  of  speech  invented  by  the  people,  it  might  be  said 
with  the  soldier  that  "the  weather  had  been  routed."  or,  as 
the  peasant  would  say,  "the  sky  glowered  like  an  executioner." 
Suddenly  a  wind  arose  from  the  quarter  of  the  sunset,  and  the 
skipper,  who  never  took  his  eyes  off  the  sea,  saw  the  swell  on 
the  horizon  line,  and  cried: 
"Stop  rowing!" 

The  sailors  stopped  immediately,  and  let  their  oars  lie  on 
the  water. 

"The  skipper  is  right,"  said  Thomas  coolly.  A  great  wave 
caught  up  the  boat,  carried  it  high  on  its  crest,  only  to  plunge 
it,  as  it  were,  into  the  trough  of  the  sea  that  seemed  to  yawn 
for  them.  At  this  mighty  upheaval,  this  sudden  outbreak  of 
the  wrath  of  the  sea,  the  company  in  the  stem  turned  pale, 
and  sent  up  a  terrible  cry. 

"^Ve  are  lost !" 

"Oh,  not  yet !"  said  the  skipper  calmly. 

As  he  sj)oke,  the  clouds  immediately  above  their  heads  were 
torn  asunder  by  the  vehemence  of  the  wir  1.  The  gray  mass 
was  rent  and  seattercd  cast  and  west  with  ominous  speed,  a 
dim  uncertain  light  from  the  rift  in  the  skv  fell  full  upon  the 
boat,  and  the  travelers  beheld  each  other's  faces.  All  of  them, 
the  noble  and  the  wealthy,  the  sailors  and  the  poor  passengers 
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aliko.  wcro  ainazcil  fur  ;i  riKuncii'  liy  ilic  apticaniricc  of  ilic  last 
coiner.  His  pililm  liiiir,  jiiirlcil  ii|ioi!  hi-  cali:!.  -cn'm'  fore- 
head, fill  in  tliick  curls  alioiit  liis  vlioiiMir- :  and  iii<  face, 
sublime  in  its  swectiic-s  and  radiant  with  di\  inc  h.vc.  stood 
out  against  the  surrounding:  gloom,  lie  had  no  conieinpt 
for  death  :  lie  knew  that  lie  should  not  die.  Hut  if  at  tii-' lirst 
the  conipanv  in  the  stern  forgot  for  a  nionieni  ih,.  iniplacahle 
fury  of  the  storm  that  tlin-ateiud  their  livrs.  seltl-luK-s  and 
their  liahits  of  life  soon  jirevailc(l  again. 

"FFow  lucky  that  stujiid  iiurgomaster  i^;,  not  to  -c'  the  risk.s 
we  arc  all  running!  Ife  is  just  like  a  dog,  he  will  die  with- 
out a  struggle,"  said  the  doctor. 

lie  had  scarcely  pronounced  this  highly  judicious  dictum 
when  the  storm  unloosed  all  it.'^  legions.  The  wind  Mew  from 
every  quarter  of  the  heavens,  the  boat  span  round  like  a  top, 
and  the  sea  broke  in. 

"Oh!  my  poor  child!  My  poor  child!  .  .  .  Who  will 
save  my  baby?"  the  mother  cried  in  a  heart-rending  voice. 

"You  yourself  will  save  it,"  the  stranger  said. 

The  thrilling  tones  of  that  voice  went  to  the  voung  mother's 
heart  and  brought  hope  with  tlieni ;  she  heard  the  gracious 
words  through  all  the  whistling  of  the  wind  and  the  shrieks 
of  the  passengers. 

"Holy  Virgin  of  Good  Help,  who  art  at  Antwerp,  T  promise 
thee  a  thousand  pounds  of  wax  and  a  statue,  if  thou  wilt  res- 
cue me  from  this!"  cried  the  burgher,  kneeling  upon  his  bags 
of  gold. 

"The  Virgin  i-?  no  more  at  .\ntwerp  than  she  is  here,"  was 
the  doctor's  comment  on  this  appeal. 

"She  is  in  heaven,"  said  a  voice  that  seemed  to  come  from 
the  sea. 

"Who  said  that  ?" 

"'Tis  the  devil!"  exclaimed  the  servant.  "Tie  is  scoffing 
at  the  Virgin  of  .\ntwerp." 

"Let  us  have  no  more  of  your  Holy  Viririn  at  present."  the 
skipper  cried  to  the  pa.ssengers.  "Put  your  hands  to  the  scoops 
and  bail  the  water  out  of  the  boat. — And  the  rest  of  you," 
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he  went  on.  mlcln's^iiiLT  tln'  >;iilor-,  "|iuil  wiili  nil  ymir  Tiiij.'Iit'. 
Now  is  till'  tiiiic:  in  tin-  iiniiic  of  tlic  devil  who  i>  Icaviiii:  you 
in  llii<  wiirid,  lie  vnur  own  I'mvidcncc !  Kvcrv  (uic  Knows  tlmt 
the  cliMiiii'l  is  frarfully  daiiL'tTons ;  I  have  litrii  to  and  fro 
across  it  tlifsc  thirty  years.  Am  I  fac  in^'  a  slonii  for  the  first 
time  to-niLdit !'" 

lie  stood  at  the  helm,  and  looked,  as  hefore.  at  his  hoat  and 
at  tlip  sea  and  sky  in  turn. 

"'['he  skipper  always  Iauj.diri  at  everything:."  muttered 
Thomas. 

"Will  (hxl  leave  us  to  ])erish  alonjr  with  those  wretehed 
creatures?"  a.-keil  the  hau^dity  dam^el  of  the  handsome  eava- 
lier. 

"No,  no,  nohle  maiden.  .  .  .  I.i-teii  I"  and  lie  caiiirht 
her  hv  tlie  wai>t  and  said  in  her  ear.  "I  ean  swim  ;  say  nothim,' 
about  it  I  I  will  hold  y.ei  hy  your  fair  hair  and  hrin^'  you 
gafelv  to  the  shore;  hut   I  can  only  save  ynu." 

The  <:\r]  looked  at  her  aired  mother.  The  la<ly  was  on  her 
knees  entreatin.u'  al»oliition  id"  the  liishop,  who  did  not  heed 
her.  In  the  heautifiil  eyes  the  kniL'ht  read  a  vague  feeling  of 
filial  pi'iy.  and  s]ioke  in  a  smothered  voice. 

"Suhmit  your-elf  to  the  will  of  (iod.  If  it  ITis  pleasure  to 
take  vour  mother  lo  lliin-elf,  it  uill  doiihtless  l)e  for  her  liap- 
piness — in  the  other  world."  he  aihled.  and  his  voice  dropped 
still  lower.  "And  for  ours  in  this."  he  thought  within  him- 
self. 

The  Dame  of  Rupelmotide  was  lady  of  seven  fiefs  beside 
the  barony  of  (h"ivres. 

Tile  girl  felt  the  huiLiing  for  life  in  her  heart,  and  for  love 
that  sjioke  through  the  h.indsome  adventurer,  a  young  mis- 
creant who  haunted  churches  in  search  of  a  |>rize.  an  heiress 
to  niarrv.  or  readv  iiHuiev.  The  P>ishoii  bestowed  his  benison 
on  the  waves,  and  bade  them  be  calm  ;  it  wa-;  all  thai  he  could 
do.  He  thought  of  hi-  concubine,  and  of  the  di'lieate  fea.st 
with  which  slie  would  welcome  him:  perha])s  at  that  \('ry 
moment  she  was  bathing,  perfuming  lier-elf.  robing  herself 
in  velvet,  fastening  her  necklace  and  her  jeweled  clasps;  and 
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thfpfnTm'  ni-lmp,  so  far  fn.iii  llnnkin^' of  thr  power  o,  Holy 
Cliurcli,  of  hi-  duty  to  coiiifcrt  *  liristiii':-  and  i-xliort  thi'iii 
to  trust  ii!  (!o(l.  niinj:lr(!  wdrldly  rrirrct:-  'nl  I'lv.-rV  <\<xhA 
with  tlio  liolv  \v<iril>  (if  ilic  liifviiirx.  Hv  :'..•  dm  lij:lit  ilmt 
shone  on  tlie  pale  faces  of  the  e..nipjiii\ ,  it  Wiu-  po>Mble  t.>  soc 
their  diir.  rill;:  e\pn-  ions  as  tlir  ImihI  ua-  hfiid  hi;_di  in  air 
hy  a  wave,  (n  \h-  ,-,i-t  is-.'k  iiiin  th.  d;irk  (hplh-;  the  -hillo[) 
(piivered  like  a  fra-ilc  l.af,  the  plfiytiiin^r  <'t'  the  nortli  wind 
in  the  autintm:  th.'  Iii.i!  ercake-l,  srmied  ready  to  -o  to 
pieces.  Fearful  shriek.-  weni  ip,  followed  hy  an  awful 
.«iience. 

'I'iiere  was  a  stran^'c  dilference  hetween  the  hehnvior  of  the 
folk  in  the  hows  and  thai  of  the  rich  or  <rreat  [xople  at  the 
otliir  end  of  the  \>(>nt.  'i'he  younj:  itiniher  clasped  her  infant 
tijrhtly  to  her  lireast  eve--  time  that  a  i^reat  wave  threatened 
to  en,i,'ulf  the  fra,<rile  vessel ;  hut  ^he  chinu^  to  the  hope  that  tiie 
stran<:er"s  words  had  set  in  hep  heart.  Kach  time  thai  lu!r 
eyes  turned  to  his  face  she  drew  fresh  faith  at  the  siijht.  the 
strong:  faith  of  a  helpless  woman,  a  mother's  faith.  She  lived 
by  that  divine  premi.-^e,  the  lovin<r  words  from  his  lips;  the 
simple  creatnre  waited  trustin;:ly  for  them  to  he  fulfilled,  a  d 
scarcely  feared  the  danger  any  Ioniser. 

The  soldier,  holding:  fast  to  the  vessel's  side,  never  took 
his  eyes  off  the  stran;re  visitor.  He  copied  on  his  own  r(uiudi 
and  swarthy  features  the  imperturhahility  of  the  other's  face, 
applying.'  to  this  ta-k  tlie  whole  stren^ith  of  a  will  and  intel- 
ligence hut  little  corni{)ted  in  the  course  of  a  life  of  iiH'chan- 
ica!  and  pa.ssive  ohedii'nc(>.  So  emulous  -..as  he  of  a  calm  and 
tranquil  courage  L'reater  than  his  own.  that  at  last,  perhaps 
unconsciously,  somethinfr  of  that  my-terious  nature  pas.-ed 
into  his  own  soul.  Ilis  admiration  hi  came  an  in-tinctive  zeal 
for  this  man.  a  hound!e.-s  love  for  and  helief  'n  him.  such  a 
love  as  soldiers  feel  for  their  leader  when  he  has  t!;e  power 
of  swaying  other  men,  when  tin'  halo  df  victories  surrounds 
him,  and  the  mairical  fascination  of  u'etiiu-  is  felt  in  ill  that 
he  does.     The  poor  outcast  was  miirMiuniiL;  to  herself: 

"Ah  I  miserable  wretch  that  1  am!      Ha       I   n<it  suffered 


■>•_•  ("IIIMST   IN    H  WKKKS 

on<>ui:li   In  i'\|(iMlf   till'   Mil-   fif    tiiy   \"iitli!'      Mil    wn'trlin! 

Willi, Mil.   U  ll\    illil   \<>n   l(;l\i-  till'  V'''>    lifi'ofll    fri\n|iill-    Frcllcli 

Wdinaii:  v\li\  (IhI  Mill  (!(\iiiir  tiic  yiu<-'-  nf  (iml  Willi  cliun  !i- 
nii'ii.  the  siiii-liiiici'  nt'  tlic  pnor  willi  t  \torl  inin  r-  iiinl  tlcrctr- 
of  til''  [I'lurr  Oil!  1  li;i\r  >iiiiiii|  iiiilrcil  I-- (111  my  (iddl  my 
(Idd  '  Iri  Mif  llni-li  III)  tiiiif  ill  hill  liiTf  ill  till-  wiirlil  of 
iiii-tiy."' 

Ami  nLTiiin  -he  rrii'(1.  "Holy  \'ir^'in,  MhiIkt  of  (Jod,  Imvi' 
pity  upon  mi' !"' 

"I<i'  I  niiifnrtffl,  iiintliiT.     (iiiil  is  not  n  Lnitilinni  iHunT.     1 

iiiav  liiivi'  killril  I plf  ^lioi]  iiiid  li.iil  ;it  niiitl"!ii  ill  my  tiiiic, 

but  1  am  not  afraiil  of  tlu'  n -urrcctioii." 

"All!  ma-tiT  lanrfju-saili'.  liow  liappy  tlio.-c  fair  lai]i(.-  an>. 
to  III'  -11  iii'ar  to  a  hishoj),  a  holy  man  I  They  will  p't  alisojiilion 
for  tlu'ir  sins."  said  thr  old  woman.  "()lil  if  I  cimld  only 
hear  a  priest  say  to  mr,  "Thy  sins  ari'  for^nvcnl'  1  should 
believe  it  tlien." 

The  stranger  turned  towards  lier,  and  tin'  goodness  in  hi- 
face  made  her  tremble. 

'•jlave  faith,"  he  -aid.  "and  you  will  he  -aved." 
"May  <!od  reward  yoii.  ;.'iiod  sir,"  she  answered.     "If  what 
vou  sav  is  true,   I    will   l;o  mi  pilurinui.i-'t'  harefooted  to  Our 
Ladv  of  l.oretto  lo  pray  lo  her  for  you  and  for  me." 

'I'he  two  jiea-aiits.  father  and  son,  were  <ileiit,  jiatient,  and 
suhniissive  to  the  will  nf  <!od.  like  folk  who.-^e  wont  it  is  to  fall 
in  in>tinetively  with  the  uays  of  .\aiure  like  cattle.  At  the 
one  end  of  the  boat  stood  riclie-,  ]iride.  learniii.i:,  debauchery, 
and  crime — hiin.an  society,  such  as  art  and  thought  and  edu- 
cation and  worldly  iiitere-ts  and  law-  have  made  it;  and  at 
this  end  there  was  terror  and  wailiiiL'.  innumerable  different 
inipiil<i's  all  repressed  by  hideous  doubts — at  this  end.  and  at 
thi-  only,  the  ajiony  of  fear. 

Above  all  these  human  lives  stood  a  -troii2:  man,  the  skip-  , 
per;  no  dout)ts  assailed  him.  the  chief,  the  kiiiir,  the  fatalist 
amoiiL--  iheni.  He  was  iriistiuL'  in  him-elf  rather  than  in 
I'rovideiice.  cning,  "Bail  away  I"  instead  of  "Holy  Virgin," 
def\  iuu'  the  storm,  iu  fact,  and  struggling  with  the  sea  like  a 
wrestler. 
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But  th(>  1h'Ij)1i'ss  poor  at  the  oilier  .nil  of  thf  wli.rrv  I  'I'he 
mother  rockin;:  on  lier  hosoni  tin-  liltle  oiu-  who  smiled  at  tho 
Htnrni;  the  woman  f.iice  so  frivolou-  an.l  p\\ .  ami  now  tor- 
mented Uilh  hitter  ri'lliorse;  the  old  -oldier  covered  with 
scars,  a  nmtilate.l  life  the  sole  reward  of  hi-  iintlai/irinu  lov- 
altv  and  faithfulness.  'I'liis  veteran  eoidd  sciireel.v  <ouni  on 
the  morsel  of  bread  fxiaked  in  tear^  to  keep  the  life  in  him, 
yet  lie  wa-  always  ready  to  laujrh,  and  went  hjs  wav  merriiv. 
happy  wIm'II  he  could  drown  liis  ^rjory  in  the  depths  of  a  pot 
of  Leer,  or  eoidd  tell  tales  of  the  war>  to  the  children  who 
admired  him,  leaving?  his  future  with  a  lii:lil  heart  in  the 
hands  of  (Jod.  F.astly,  there  were  the  two  f)ea-ants.  used  to 
hardships  and  toil,  labor  incarnate,  the  labor  bv  which  the 
world  lives.  These  simpli'  folk  were  inditferent  to  thou>,dit 
and  its  treasures,  ready  to  sink  them  all  in  a  belief;  and  their 
faith  was  but  so  much  the  mon>  viL'orous  because  thcv  had 
never  disputed  about  it  nor  analyzed  it.  Such  a  nature  is  a 
virgin  soil,  conscience  has  not  been  tampered  with,  feelinj:  is 
deep  and  strong';  rejHtitance,  trouble,  love,  and  work  have 
developed,  purified,  concentratetl.  and  increa.-ed  their  force 
of  will  a  hundred  times,  the  will — th"  one  thing  in  num  that 
resembles  what  learned  doctors  call  the  Soul. 

The  boat,  guided  by  the  well-nigh  miraculous  skill  of  the 
steersman,  came  almost  within  sight  of  ()>tend.  when,  not 
fifty  paces  from  the  shore,  she  was  suddenly  struck  bv  a 
heavy  sea  and  capsized.  The  stranger  with  the  light  about 
his  head  spoke  to  this  little  world  of  drowning  creatures: 

"Those  who  have  faith  shall  be  .sjiveil :  let  them  follow  me !" 

lie  stood  upright,  and  walked  with  a  firm  step  upon  the 
wa\'es.  The  young  mother  at  once  took  her  cliilil  in  her  arms, 
and  followed  at  his  side  across  the  .sea.  The  soldi^-r  too 
t^prang  up,  saying  in  his  homely  fashion.  "Ah  !  noni  d'un  pip,  .' 
I  would  follow  1/011  to  the  devil ;"  and  without  seeming  a-ton- 
ished  by  it,  he  walked  on  the  water.  The  old  worn-out  sinner, 
believing  in  the  oii'iiipotencc  of  (lod,  al-o  followed  the 
stranger. 

The  two  peasants  said  to  each  uther,  "If  they  are  walking 
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on  the  gca,  wliy  sliould  we  ni)t  do  as  tlii^y  do?"  and  thoy  also 
aroso  and  liastciicd  aft<T  the  otlior^.  Tliomas  tried  to  folio-, 
but  his  faitii  tottered  :  he  sank  in  the  sea  more  than  <>iiee,  and 
rose  a^'ain,  hut  the  third  time  he  also  walked  on  the  .sea. 
The  hold  steen-man  chinir  like  a  remoni  to  the  wreck  of  his 
boat.  The  nii.s<T  had  had  faith,  and  had  risen  to  <ro,  hut  he 
tried  to  take  his  irold  with  him.  and  it  was  his  <;old  that 
dra>r^a'd  him  down  to  the  i)ottom.  Th  learned  man  had 
scoffed  at  the  charlatan  and  at  tlie  fools  who  listened  to  liim; 
and  when  hf  he.ird  llie  iiiysterii)us  stran^rer  proj)ose  to  the 
passen^^TS  that  they  should  walk  on  the  wave-,  he  he<ian  to 
laufrh,  and  the  ocean  swallowed  him.  The  Lrirl  was  drairi^'ed 
down  into  the  denilis  Ity  her  hiver.  The  Bishop  and  the  older 
lady  went  to  the  hottom,  heavily  laden  with  sins,  it  may  he, 
but  still  more  heavily  huh  n  with  incre(lulity  and  confidence 
in  idols,  wei.Ldited  down  hy  devotion,  into  which  alms-deeds 
and  true  reli,i:ion  entered  hut  little. 

'I'he  faithfid  Hock,  who  walked  with  a  firm  step  hiLrh  and 
dry  ahove  the  surue,  heard  all  alxuit  them  the  dreadful  whis- 
tling: of  the  hlast  :  irreat  billows  broke  iu-ross  their  ])ath.  liut  an 
irresistible  force  cleft  a  way  for  them  tliroujrh  the  sea.  These 
believin;,'  oni's  saw  throuLrh  the  spr.iy  a  dim  speck  of  li^ht 
flickering  in  the  window  of  a  fishernuin's  hut  on  the  .shore, 
and  each  one,  as  he  pushed  <<n  bravelv  towards  the  li'dit 
wenied  to  hear  the  voice  of  Ins  fellow  ervini:,  "("oura"!!!" 
through  all  the  roaring  of  the  surf;  yet  no  one  had  sjioken  a 
word — so  absorbed  v.as  each  by  his  own  ])eril.  In  this  way 
tbi'v  reached  the  shore. 

When  they  were  all  seated  near  the  fisherman's  fir,',  they 
looked  round  in  vain  for  their  guide  with  the  light  about  him. 
'i'he  sea  washed  uji  the  steersman  at  the  lia-e  of  the  cliff  ,,ii 
which  the  eoita^e  stood  :  he  was  clingin<:  with  might  and  main 
to  the  plank  as  a  sailor  can  cling  when  <leath  stares  him  in 
the  face;  the  Max  went  down  and  rescued  the  altnost  ex- 
hausted seaman;  then  he  said,  as  he  held  out  a  sm-coring 
hand  above  the  main's  head: 

"Cood.  f.,r  t]r:<  cv.'v;  but  do  not  try  it  again  ;  the  example 
would  br  too  bad." 
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He  took  the  skippoi  -  his;  sliouldcr-;,  ami  carried  him  to 
the  fisherman's  door,  ..  eked  fur  adrnittiincc  for  the  ex- 
hausted man;  then,  .vh-  ■  the  door  of  the  huml)le  refuge 
opened,  the  Saviour  disappeared. 

The  Convert  of  Merey  was  huilt  for  sailors  on  this  spot, 
where  for  long  afterwards  (so  it  was  said)  the  f<)otj)rint.s  of 
Jesus  Christ  could  be  seen  in  tlie  sand;  hut  in  \7'Xi,  at  the 
time  of  the  French  invasion,  the  monks  carried  away  this 
precious  relic,  that  bore  witness  to  the  Saviour's  last  visit  to 
earth. 

There  at  the  convent  I  found  myself  shortly  after  the  Revo- 
lution of  1830.  I  was  weary  of  life.  1  f  you  ha.l  asked  me  the 
reason  of  my  despair,  T  should  liave  found  it  almost  impos- 
sible to  give  it,  so  languid  had  grown  the  soul  that  was  melted 
within  me.  The  west  wind  had  slackened  the  springs  of  mv 
intelligence.  A  cold  gray  light  poured  down  from  the 
heavens,  and  the  murky  clouds  that  passed  overhead  gave  a 
boding  look  to  the  land;  all  these  things,  togetlier  with  the 
immensity  of  the  sea,  said  to  me,  '"Die  to-day  or  die  to-mor- 
row, still  must  we  not  die?"    And  then "  I  wandered  on, 

mu3ing  on  the  doubtful  future,  on  my  blighted  hopes. 
Gnawed  by  these  gloomy  thoughts,  I  turned  mcehanically  into 
the  convent  church,  with  the  gray  towers  that  loomi'd  like 
ghosts  through  the  sea  mists.  I  looked  round  with  no  kindling 
of  the  imagination  at  the  forest  of  columns,  at  the  slender 
arches  set  aloft  upon  the  leafy  capitals,  a  delicate  labyrinth 
of  sculpture.  I  walked  with  careless  eyes  along  the  side  aisles 
that  opened  out  before  me  like  vast  portals,  ever  turning  upon 
their  hinges.  It  was  scarcely  possil)!e  to  see,  by  the  dim  light 
of  the  autumn  day,  the  sculptured  groininirs  of  the  roof,  the 
delicate  and  clean-cut  lines  of  the  mouldings  of  the  graceful 
pointed  archetJ.  The  organ  pipes  were  mute.  Tiiere  was  no 
sound  save  the  noise  of  my  own  footsteps  to  awiiken  the 
mournful  echoes  lurking  in  the  dark  chajiels.  I  sat  down  at 
the  base  of  one  of  the  four  pillars  thai  supported  the  tower, 
near  the  choir.    Thence  1  could  see  the  whole  of  tlie  building. 
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1  ,^azc(l.  ,i!i(l  no  idea-!  coTinoclcd  witli  it  arose  in  niv  mind.  T 
t^uw  witlidul  .-(.Mni:  tlic  iiii,Lduy  iiiaz<'  of  pillars,  the  j^rcal  ropo 
windows  iliai  liiniL'  Iikc  a  network  suspended  as  liv  a  miracle 
in  air  aiiove  the  vast  doorwavs.  1  sa«  the  iloors  at  tlie  end  of 
the  side  aisles,  the  aerial  irallcrii's.  the  stained  liiass  windows 
franu'd  in  areliwavs,  divifled  hy  slender  coluiiins.  fretted  into 
flower  forms  and  trefoil  l,y  line  liliirree  work  fif  carved  stone. 
A  dome  of  <r!as?  at  ihe  end  of  the  choir  sparkleil  as  if  it  h:ul 
been  l)uilt  of  precious  .-loni-;  sei  eunniiiudy.  In  contrast  to  the 
roof  with  ils  aliernaiin,:,'  ^pal•l■>  of  v,hiicnes>  and  color,  tlie 
Iwo  ai-les  lav  to  ri;_dit  and  left  in  .-hadow  -o  deep  that  the 
faint  ^'ray  outlines  of  their  Inindred  shafts  were  scarcely 
visible  in  the  ^dodm.  I  ira/cd  al  the  marvelous  arcades,  the 
scroll-work,  the  ^^'arlands,  the  curviiiLT  lines,  and  arabesques 
interwoven  ami  interlaced,  and  .-Iraiiiiely  liirlued,  until  by 
sheiT  dint  of  ,L'a>^inLr  m\'  perception^  became  confused,  and  I 
stood  upon  the  borderland  beiwci'ii  illu-ion  anil  realitv,  taken 
in  the  stiare  set  for  the  eye-,  and  aluiosl  lii:ht-hended  t)V 
rea>oii  uf  the  multitudinous  clianu'cs  of  the  shapes  about  me. 
Impereepi  ibiy  a  mist  fathered  a'>'iui  the  carven  stone- 
work, and  I  oidy  beheld  it  tiirouirh  a  haze  of  fine  troldcn  df.st, 
like  the  luotes  that  hover  in  the  br:r-  of  .^uidiprht  slantintj 
throu^di  the  air  of  a  ciiaiidier.  Suddenly  the  stone  lacework 
of  the  ros(>  windous  lilcamed  through  this  vapor  that  had 
made  all  forms  so  >hadowy.  Kvery  moulding:,  the  ed^res  of 
every  carviiiLr,  the  lea>t  detail  of  the  sculpture  was  dipped  in 
silver.  The  sunlight  kitidhd  tires  in  the  .-tained  windows, 
their  rich  colors  sent  out  '_dowintr  s])arks  of  liirht.  The  shafts 
be^ran  to  tremble,  the  capitals  were  (gently  shaken.  .\  licrht 
shudder  as  of  delii:lit  ran  ilirnuirh  the  builditex.  the  stones 
were  loosened  in  their  setiiiii:'.  the  wall->i)aces  swayed  with 
•jraceful  caution.  Here  aiul  there  a  ]»onderous  pier  moved  as 
solemnly  as  a  dowa.iicr  when  she  eonde>cend-  to  complete  a 
quadrille  at  the  close  of  a  l)all.  .\  ft'W  >lender  and  j:raceful 
coluiniiv.  their  1.  kI-  aibu'iied  with  wfeatlis  of  trefoil,  bejxan 
to  lauuh  and  dan  e  here  ,ind  there.  Some  of  the  jiointed 
arches  dashed  a;  tl;     '..dl  lancet  windows,  who,  like  ladies  of 


'•■S: 


'TZ 


H 


#•> 


CHRIST   IN   FLANDERS 


287 


the  Middle  A<:o.s  worf  tlio  iinuorial  bcarinps  of  their  houses 
einhhizoiRd  on  their  j^oldcn  rolx's.  The  danee  of  the  mitred 
arcades  with  tlie  slender  windows  beeanie  like  a  fray  at  a 
tourney. 

In  anotlier  moment  every  stone  in  the  ehureh  vibrated, 
without  leaving'  its  place:  for  the  oriran-jiiiirs  s[)(ike,  and  I 
heard  divine  miisie  minirlinj:  with  the  >uiv^>  of  anirels.  an 
unearthly  harriKmy,  acconipanicd  by  tin  .kcp  notes  of  the 
bells,  that  boomiMi  ;is  the  ^nant  towers  locked  and  swavcd  on 
their  square  bases.  This  stran;,'e  Sabbath  seemed  to  me  the 
most  natural  tbin,!X  in  the  worbl ;  and  1,  wlm  had  seen  Charles 
X.  hurled  from  liis  ihrnne,  was  no  longer  ama^.ed  bv  anv- 
tliing.  Xay,  I  myself  was  gently  swaying  with  a  see-saw 
movement  that  influenced  my  nor\i\s  plea-urablv  in  a  manner 
of  which  it  is  impossible  to  give  any  idea.  Vet  in  the  midst 
of  this  heated  riot,  the  cathedral  choir  felt  coM  as  if  it  were 
a  v.-inter  day,  and  I  becanu^  aware  of  a  multitude  of  women, 
robed  in  white,  silent,  and  impassive,  sittimr  there.  The 
sweet  incense  smoke  that  arose  from  the  censers  wa.«  grateful 
to  my  soul.  The  tall  wax  candles  flickcTed.  The  lectern, 
gay  as  a  chanter  undone  by  the  treachery  of  wine,  was  skip- 
ping about  like  a  peal  of  Cliinese  bells. 

Then  I  knew  that  the  whole  cathedral  was  whirling  round 
60  fast  that  everything  apfK-ared  to  be  undisturbed.  The 
colossal  Figure  on  the  crucifix  above  the  altar  smiled  upon  mo 
with  a  mingled  malice  and  benevolence  tliat  frightened  me:  I 
turned  my  eyes  away,  and  marveled  at  the  bluish  vapor  that 
slid  across  the  pillars,  lending  to  tliem  an  indescribable 
charm.  Then  some  grac(>ful  women's  forms  began  to  stir  on 
the  friezes.  The  cherubs  who  u[iheld  the  heavv  columns 
shook  out  their  wings.  I  felt  my>*'lf  uplifted  bv  sorjie  divine 
power  that  steeped  me  in  infinite  jov,  in  a  <v,'vvt  and  lan^'uiil 
rapture.  I  would  have  .uiven  my  life,  1  think,  to  have  pro- 
longed these  phantasmagoria  for  a  little,  but  suddenly  a 
shrill  voice  clamored  in  my  ears: 
"Awake  and  follow  me  I" 
A  withered  woman  took  my  hand  in  hers-  its  icy  coldness 


mi 


.'HS 


CHRIST   IN    FLANPKRS 


crept  tlirou^'li  cvpry  lU'ivf.  The  bones  of  lier  face  showed 
])laiiily  tliroiij,fli  the  sallow,  almost  olive-tiiil<'(l  wrinkles  of 
the  skin.  The  shrunken,  ice-eold  old  woman  wore  a  hiaek 
robe,  which  .~lu'  trailed  in  the  du.-i,  and  at  her  throat  there 
was  something,'  white,  which  1  dared  not  e.\amin(\  I  eould 
scarcely  see  her  wan  and  colorless  eyes,  for  they  wore  fixed 
in  a  stare  ujmhi  the  hea\cns.  She  drew  me  after  her  aloii;^' 
the  aisles,  leavin<r  a  trace  of  her  presence  in  the  ashes  that 
she  shoiik  from  her  dress.  Her  liones  rattled  as  she  walkei], 
like  the  hones  of  a  skeleton:  and  as  we  went  I  heard  hehind 
me  the  tinklinj:  of  a  little  hell,  a  thin,  sharp  sound  that  rang 
tIirouf,di  my  head  like  the  notes  of  a  harmonica. 

"Sutler:"  she  cried,  "sulfer!     So  it  must  he  I" 

We  came  out  of  the  cluuch;  we  went  through  the  dirtiest 
Ptreets  of  tlie  town,  till  we  came  at  last  to  a  dingy  dwelling, 
and  she  hadi'  me  enter  in.  She  dragged  mo  with  her,  calling 
to  me  in  a  harsh,  tuneless  voice  like  a  cracked  bell  : 

"I  tefend  me  !  defend  me  I" 

Together  we  went  up  a  winding  stairca.se.  She  knocked 
at  a  dour  in  the  darkness,  and  a  mute,  like  .some  familiar  of 
the  ln(|ui,~itiMn.  opened  to  her.  In  another  moment  we 
>tond  in  a  room  hung  with  ancient,  ragged  tapestry,  amid 
piles  i)f  iild  linen,  crumphd  muslir).  and  gilded  brass. 

"Helmld  the  wealth  that  shall  endure  for  ever  I"  .<aid  she. 

1  -huddered  with  horror:  for  just  then,  by  the  light  of  a 
tall  torch  and  two  altar  candles.  1  saw  distinctly  that  this 
woman  was  fresh  from  the  graveyard.  She  had  no  hai:-.  J 
tuHK'd  t<<  fly.  She  raised  her  lleshless  arm  and  encircled 
me  with  a  hand  nf  iron  set  with  spikes,  and  as  she  raised  it 
a  cry  went  iip  all  about  us,  the  cry  of  millions  of  voices — 
the  shouting  of  the  dead  ! 

'it  is  my  purjio-e  to  make  thee  liappy  for  ever,''  she  said. 
■■'I'hou  art  my  son."  ^ 

\V(>  were  sitting  before  the  hearth,  the  a^hes  lav  cold  upon 
't  ;  the  old  shrunken  woman  grasp'^d  my  hand  .«o  tightlv  in 
hers  that  T  could  not  choo.^e  but  stay.  T  looked  fixedly  at 
her.  striving  to  nad   the  st(U-y  of  her  life  from  the  things 
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among  which  she  was  crouching.  Had  she  indeed  any  life 
in  her?  It  wa,^  a  niyster}-.  Yet  I  saw  phunl\  tlint"  once 
she  must  have  been  young  and  beautiful:  fair,  with  all  the 
charm  of  simplicity,  perfect  as  some  Greek  statue,  with  the 
brow  of  a  vestal. 

"Ah!  ah!"'  I  cried,  ''now  I  know  thee!     Jliserable  woman, 
why   hast   thou   f)r(.stitut<Hl    thyscll'?        In    tlic   au'-'   "i'   thv 
nassions,  in  the  time  of  thy  prosperity,  the  grace  and  purity 
of  thy  youth  were  forgotten.      Forget'ful  of  thv  iieroic  devo'- 
tion,  thy  pure  life,  thy  abundant  faitli,  thou  didst  resign  thy 
primitive   power  and    thy    spiritual    suprenuu-v    for    deshly 
power.     Thy   linen   vestments,   thy  couch  of  moss,   the  cell 
in  the  rock,  briglit  with  rays  of  the  Light   Divine,  was  for- 
saken; thou   hast  sparkled  with  diamond-,  and  shon<'  with 
the  glitter  of  lu.xury  and  pride.     Then,  grown  Ix.jd  and  in- 
solent, seizing  and  overturning  all  things  in  thv  course  like 
a  courtesan  eager  for  pleasure  in  her  days  of  splendor,  thou 
hast  steeped  thyself  in  blood  like  some"  queen  stupeli.'d  by 
empery.     Dost  thou  not  renu'Piber  to  have  been  dull   and 
heavy  at  times,  and  the  sudden  luaiv  !ous  lucidity  of  other 
moments;  as  when  Art  emerges  from  an  orgv?    'oh!  poet, 
painter,  and  singer,  lover  of  si)lendid  ceremonies  and  i)r()-' 
tector  of  the  arts,  was  thy  friendship  for  art  perchanc  a 
caprice,   that    so   thou   shouldst    sleep    beneath    magnificent 
canopies?        Was   there  not   a   day   when,   in   thv    fantastic 
pride,  though  chastity  and  humilitv  wen-  prescrilu-d  lo  thee, 
thou  hadst  brought  all  things  beneath  thy  feet,  and  s.'t  tin- 
foot  on  the  necks  of  princes;  when  earthly  dominion,  and 
wealth,  and  the  mind  of  man  b  .re  thy  yoke?     Rvultim:  in 
the  abasement  of  humanity,  joying  to  witness  the  uttenno-t 
lengtlis  to  which  man's  folly  w^Mild  an.  thou  hast  bidden  ihv 
lovers  walk  on  all   fours,  and   reijuired  of  them  their  lands 
and  wealth,  nay,  even  their  wive^  if  they  were  wortli  aught 
to  thee,        Thou  hast   devoured   millidu-  ,.f  men   withou?  a 
cause;  thou  hast  flung  away  lives  like  sand  blown  b\  the  wind 
from  West  to  East.     Thou  hast  come  down  from  the  height* 
^9 
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of  !iu.\i;,li(  to  >]\  iiiiKiii--  ilir  kin-,  ni'  incii.  WniHiin  !  instead 
of  CMiiifuriiiii:  tiHii.  ihoi]  li;i>t  Inrni.nifd  ainl  aillictcd  tliciiil 
KiK.v.  inr  i!i,ii  ill, ,11  lu'.ild-i  ;i>k  ;iiiii  l;;i\.'.  liiou  lia~t  ilcmamk'd 
-I'l'""!.'  A  lilili'  III. Ill-  ~iin'iy  -iioiild  have  (unicntcd  tlice, 
ac-cuM<iiii.(l  as  ilidi;  had-t  Iktii  lo  Hvc  (,ii  bivail  and  to 
inin-li'  ualci-  uiUi  iliv  uiiir.  riiiiki'  all  otlicrs  in  all  llnni:-, 
formerly  th<ni  unnld-t  hid  they  lovers  fast,  and  they  nlirvcij. 
\\  liy  sliunld  iliy  famics  liavi'  k'd  iluc  to  rniuirf  tiling's  ini- 
possiMc:-  Why.  lik.'  a  (Muirtc.-an  spoiled  l.y  her  lovers,  ha-l 
tll"ll  doli.l  ,111  fnlli,.^.  and  left  llio-e  lindeei'ived  who  soii-ii; 
to  cxiilain  and  jii-tify  all  lliy  errors;-  Then  eanie  the  days  of 
thy  lalir  |ia"ic.n~.  terrihle  like  the  love  ,,{'  a  woman  of  fortv 
years,  with  a  lleree  cry  thou  liaM  soiiirhl  to  ela.-p  the  whole 
iiniv(  r>e  in  on,,  hi.-t  emhrae( — and  tliv  universe  recoiled  from 
tliee! 

"'I"'ien  mM  men  succeeded  to  thy  youn.L'  lovers;  decrepitude 
f'"'  '<>  lli.v  feel  and  made  thee  hideous.  Vet.  even  then, 
"  "i'  'he  ea,i:le  power  of  vision  ^ai(l  to  tliee  in  a  <:lance, 
''I  '"  -  '•  i"Ti>h  iiv_d(u-ion<ly.  hecau>e  thou  hast  fallen  awav. 
Ml  ha.-l  hrokeii  the  vows  ^f  thy  maidenhood.  The 
i'eaee  written  on  her  forehead,  wlio  should  hav(> 
ud  joy  aloii;:  h,r  jiatli.  has  heeri  a  Messalina.  (h"- 
:  file  inus,  i?i  deljancheiy.  and  ahuse  of  power. 
>f  r!iy  Mi-einity  cannot  return;  henceforward  thou 
''.!'■  ii  ma>ler.  'I'hv  hour  has  come;  the  liand 
'ipoi  .(•.  Thv  heir>  helieve  that  tliou  art  rieli; 
I  '!i'  iiid  lind  Mothin--.  \r\  trv  at  least  to  flino- 
'in  no  loiiLt  r  in  fa-hion  ;  h(>  once  more  a.s  in 

■ay.  ihou  art  dead,  and  hy  thy  own  deed!' 
story?"  so  I  endi'd.  "I)ecrepit,  tooth- 
niie.  now  foriroiten,  iroinir  thv  wavs  without 
lance  from  pa^-ers-hy  !  \Vi,y  art  thou  still 
alive  1'  Wli  ..  ,c<t  thoii  in  that  lic-Liar's  i:ar!i,  uncomely  and 
d,~ired  ..f  iiMne-  Where  ai-  thy  riches  I'--  for  what  were  they 
spent*-  Where  are  thy  treasures  ?— what  groat  deeds  hast 
thou  done!'"' 
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At  tliis  (loiiiiiiKl.  the  sliri\.|.(|  ucmaii  riiiscd  her  hony 
form,  llun;;  (AT  licr  niL'--,  hikI  lh'cw  I;i1!  nnd  iMili;mt,  smiling' 
as  she  hrokt"  forth  frum  ihc  <liirk  chrv.-.-iliil  >hr;ith.  'I'hcii  like 
11  hutterfly,  this  «liai>h:iri(]iis  (■rciiiur.-  ciiirr-vd.  f;iir  niid  youth- 
ful, clothed  ill  white  liii.ii,  ;ni  indi.iii  from  nvatioii  i~-.uin<; 
her  i)iiliMs.  Her  iioldeii  h.iir  ripplrd  over  her  shoulders,  her 
eyes  flowed,  a  hri;.r|it  mi^t  ehiiii:  Jiliout  her,  a  riiii,^  of 
frold  hovered  ai)ovo  hrr  lica.l.  sh.-  shook  tho  tlaiiiing  hlade  of 
a  sword  tounrds  tiie  s[iaee>  of  luaveri. 
"See  and  helieve  !"  >]],■  criid. 

And  suddenly  I  saw.  afar  olT.  many  tlion-:ands  of  eathedrals 
like  the  one  that  1  had  just  (|uiii.'d:  hui  these  were  covered 
with  pictures  and  with  fre~eoes,  and  I  heard  them  echo  with 
ontrancinfi  music.  Myriads  id"  human  creatures  lloeked  to 
these  great  hnildin-rs.  swarmiti-:  about  th,  ui  like  ants  on  an 
ant-heap.  Some  were  ea.irer  to  ri'seue  hodk-  from  oltlivion 
or  to  copy  mamiMripts,  other  were  helpinu^  the  poor,  iuit 
nearly  all  were  studyinir.  Tp  ahnve  ihi~  eouniie^<  multituile 
rose  friar  statues  tliat  they  had  erected  in  their  midst,  and 
hy  tho  gleam?  of  a  strange  light  from  some  luminary  as 
poworfid  as  the  sun.  I  read  the  in.-crij)tions  on  the  l.ases  of 
the  statues — Science.   History,   rateratnre. 

The  light  died  out.  Again  I  faced  the  young  :rl. 
Gradually  she  slipped  into  the  dreary  sheath.  in((i  the  raL'ired 
cere-cloths,  and  hecam(>  an  aged  woman  ai:aiii  Ffer  familiar 
hroiight  her  a  little  dust,  and  she  stirred  it  into  ihe  a-hes 
of  her  chafing-dish,  for  the  weather  was  cold  and  storinv; 
and  then  he  lighted  for  her.  who>e  palaces  l,a,l  i„,,.n  |jt  \vi",h 
thousands  of  wa\-fap<'rs.  a  little  cresset,  that  <he  mi;:lit  seo 
to  read  her  prayers  thnmgh  the  hours  of  nii:Iit. 

"There  is  no  faith  left  in  the  earth  '.  .       "  ,he  -nid. 

In  such  a  perilous  plight  did  I  ixdiolil  the  fa're<t  and  the 
greatest,  the  tniest  and  most  life-'.'iving  of  all   f'oweps. 

"Wake  up.  sir.  the  doors  are  just  ahout  to  he  -^hnt."  said 
a   hoarse   voice.        I    turned    and    beheld    the    beadle\    uirlv 
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coiitilcnanco;  the  man  was  <!iukin>r  uw  liy  the  arm.  and  the 
(■atlu'<iral  lay  wiappcd  in  .-liaddws  as  a  man  is  wrapiKnl  in 
his  cloak. 

"Mflict'."  I  >aid  to  niysrif,  "is  Life!  I  havo  jnst 
witncsscil  I  lie  fuiHTal  of  a  monarchy,  now  wo  must  defend 
the  church." 


Pabu,  February  IflBl. 
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MELMOTH  RECONCILED 

To  \fonsl.>iir  I.-  «;^n^ral  Haroii  .1,.  Pomnicroul.  a  Xukcn  of  the 
frieudHhlp  bciwotu  our  fatLers^,  wlii.ii  survivew  In  tlidr  sons. 

1>E  Balzac. 

TirKUK  is  a  spooial  variety  of  huriinn  natiiro  ol.taiiKHl  in  the 
Social    Kin^'Hoiri    hy    a    process    aiialo;_Mus    to    that    of    the 
pardcncr's  craft  in  the  Vc^etal)lc  Kin^nlom.  to  wit.  hy  the 
forcinp-hoHso— a  sppcics  of  liyhrid  which  can  h(>  raised  neither 
from  seed  nor  from  slips.       This  product   is  known  as  the 
Cashier,  an  anthropomorphous  jrrowth.  watered  hv  reli-rious 
doctrine,  trained   up   in   fear  of  th.>  rruillotine.   pruned   by 
vice,  to  flourish  on  a  third  floor  witii  an  estimable  wife  by 
hia   side   and    an   uninterestinjr    family.       The    number   of 
cashiers    in    Paris    must    always    be  "a    prot)lem    for    the 
physiologist.      Has  any  one  as  yet  been  able  to  state  correctly 
the  terms  of  the  proportion  sum  wherein  the  cashier  fifrures 
as  the  unknown  r?     Where  will  you  lind  the  man  who  shall 
live  with  wealth,  like  a  cat  with  a  caped  mouse?     This  man, 
for  further  <|ualifieation.  shall  be  capable  of  sittinjr  boxed  in 
behind  an  iron  .irratinnr  for  seven  or  eiirht  hours  a  dav  .lunng 
seven-eicrhths  of  the  year,  perched  up(m  a  cane-seated  chair 
in  a  spare  as  narrow  as  a  lieutenant's  cabin  on  board  a  man- 
of-war.     Such  a  man  must  be  able  to  defy  anchyl<wi<  ,>f  the 
knw  and  thiph  joints;  he  must  have  a  soul  above  meanness, 
in  order  to  live  meanly ;  must  lo.se  all  relish  for  money  by  dint 
of  handlin?  it.     Demand  this  peculiar  specimen  of  any  creed, 
educational   system,  school,  or   institution   vou   i)leiuse,  and 
select  Paris,  that  city  of  fiery  ordeals  and  branch  establish- 
rnent  of  hell,  as  the  soil  in  which  to  plant  the  said  cashier. 
So  be  it.     Creeds,  schools,  in>tituti(ms.  and  moral  systems, 
all  human  rules  and  regulations,  great  and  small,  will,  one 
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afti  r  jiiiiitlicr.  jirc-i  iii  niucli  tin'  -Minr  I'lic.'  tli;ii  ,,11  intimate 
fririid  liirii-  iipnri  \..ii  w'l,  n  \,.,i  a-l>  Inin  |..  ImJ  m.ii  a  iImu- 
.-ainl  I'l-aric-.  Willi  a  lininrnn-.  iipp|i|iin-  of  the  jnu.  ilic\  n- 
ilicati'  llii-  ;,Miil|.)|iiic.  ,11111  h  a  \><\,v  IVmihI  ,if..n-;ihl  uill 
flirill-il  vnii  uitii  ij,.'  ;i(l(lrc,->  III'  ihc  liiniicv-liMld.r.  puiiillll;: 
you  Id  (irif  (if  liic  iintnlnd  grates  In  which  a  iraii  cnincs  to 
Ifu'  la.~i   n  flip'  (if  the  ili'>titiitc. 

V't  nature  lia>  hir  fiv.iks  in  the  In:l;^in,!.' of  a  uian"  ininfl; 
>hc  uiiliil-rs  licr.Mlf  iuxl  iiiakis  a  few  honest  folk  now  ami 
a^'aiii.  ami  iinw  and  tin  n  a  ra.-lii.  i. 

\\  lierefiirc,  that  rate  of  ((ir-airs  wIkuii  we  iliunifv  with 
the  title  (if  hankers,  the  i:entrv  who  tiike  out  a  in-eii.-e  for 
which  thev  pay  a  tl;oii>aml  m-owih.  a>  tlie  prMaieer  take- 
out  his  letters  of  nianjue,  hold  tlie^'  rare  [u xhn  !s  of  the 
incuhations  of  virtue  in  >ueli  e-ieeni  tli.ii  they  eontine  tlieiii 
in  ca<:es  in  their  count  itiLrdionses.  niuili  a-  Lroverntuent-  pro- 
cure and  maintain  .-]ieeiiiiens  of  PtraiiL'''  Ixa-ts  at  their  own 
ehartres. 

If  the  (  tdiior  is  jin<>e>>cd  of  an  inia.L'iiiation  or  of  a  fervid 
(eniperaineiit  :  if,  a>  w  !'l  sometime-  hap|ien  to  the  most  com- 
plete cashier,  he  |ove>  iiis  wife,  and  thai  wife  lmmw-  tired 
ol  her  lot.  has  amhitions.  or  merely  -ome  vaniiv  in  her  com- 
})o>ition,  the  ca-hier  is  •Midoiie.  Search  the  cliron  eles  of 
the  coiintinL'-Iiou-e.  You  .vill  n.  lind  a  sinjrle  instance  of  a 
cashier  attainin.ii  a  jiDsHion.  as  it  i<  call,  d,  Tliey  are  sent  to 
the  hulks;  they  l.'o  to  I'oreiLMi  parts:  they  V(>Lretate  on  a  secoml 
floor  in  the  Ifue  Saint-Louis  amoni:  tlie  market  ^ranlens  of 
the  ^larais.  Some  day,  when  the  cadiier-  of  Pari-  come  to  a 
sense  of  their  real  value,  a  cashier  will  he  hardly  ohtainahio 
for  money.  Still,  certain  it  is  thai  there  are  p(>op|e  wlio  are 
fit  for  nothini:  hut  t()  he  cashiers,  just  a-  the  hent  of  a  <'ertain 
order  of  mind  inevitahly  makes  for  ra-aliix.  lint,  oh 
marvel  of  our  civilization'  Society  rewards  virtue  with  an 
incoiee  of  a  hundred  louis  in  old  aire,  a  du.  lliui:  on  a  >econd 
floor,  hread  -ullicient.  occa-ional  new  handana  handkerchiefs, 
an  elderly  uilV  and  her  ol'Vprin;^'. 

So  miiih  for  virtue.      Hut  for  the  opj)osite  course,  a  little 
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boldness,  a  fnriilly  for  1^.1.111-  ..n  tlic  uindwurd  siiic  of  the 

law,    iis    Tliri'iuic    •Hl(tl;lllkr,l     Mdlllicuculi,    iilld    Sorii-tV     will 

satKtion  (lie  Ili.'ft  nf  inillinii-.  sIk.w.t  ribbons  upon  the  ibicf, 
cram  birn  wilb  limioi-.  .nn.  -iriotbcr  birri  willi  conMiliTntion. 

(lovcrmnt'iit.  tnon'n\(.r,  works  iiannoriioii-lv  witb  this  pro- 
foundly illojric'al  rciisoricr — Scciciy.  tlovrniiiii'iit  l.'vics  a 
conscription  on  tin-  yonn>r  inti'lli;:cii.r  of  tli.-  kitiurdnni  at  tb.- 
ajrc  of  seventeen  or  <'ii.'Iif|.,.n,  a  conscription  of  pn'cociows 
power.  (Jrciit  ability  is  prematurely  exbausied  l,y  rxce-sive 
brain-work  before  it  is  sent  up  to  U-  submitted  lo  a  process 
of  xlectioii.     Nurservui.il  <nv\  and  -elect  >fi->l<  in  mucli  the 

same  way.     To  ibis  process  tbc  (loveri nl   l.riiiL's   pri>fes- 

si'uial  appraisers  of  (abut,  men  wbo  .■.m  a><av  lirains  as 
experts  as.say  ,l'oM  at  Ibe  Mint  Fjv,.  Inindrcd  -ucb  beads, 
set  afire  witb  liojic.  are  sent  up  .iimually  by  tbc  mo-.!  proL:res- 
sive  portion  of  tlie  population:  and  of  \\u-<,.  tbc  (;M\,.rument 
takes  onc-fbird.  jaits  tbcm  in  -acks  callc<l  tbc  r'.coi.-.  .md 
sliakes  tbcm  up  toL'etlicr  for  tlir^e  yrars.  Tli  mi-Ii  cwrv  one 
of  tbese  yoiinj:  jilants  rcfiresents  vast  productive  power,  tbey 
an>  made,  as  one  may  say.  into  casbiers.  Tbey  receive  ap- 
pointments; tbc  rank  and  file  of  cn^'iricrs  is  inadc  up  of 
tbeni  :  tbey  are  empl>\-ed  as  captains  (d"  artiijcrv.  tbere  is 
no  (subaltern)  irnulc  to  wliidi  tbey  may  not  a>|iire.  Fitiallv. 
wben  tbese  ?ucn.  tlie  jiick  ..f  tbc  youtb  of  tlw  nation,  fattened 
on  malbeiiialiis  nd  stutrcd  uitli  knowledcr...  hn\,.  jitiaincij 
tbe  air<'  of  fiftv  \rars.  tbey  bave  tlieir  reward,  and  receive 
as  tbe  price  of  tbeir  -services  tbe  tliird-fb>or  lod^rinir.  ij,,,  ^^jf,. 
and  f;!  Illy,  anil  all  tbe  comforts  tbat  sweeten  life  for 
niedioc!  !y.  If  from  amonir  tbis  race  of  diipe<  (here  sbould 
<>scMpe  some  five  or  <i\  men  of  penius  wbo  climb  tbe  lii;rliest 
hcitdtts.  is  it  n<it  miraculous? 

Tbis  i<  an  exact  statctueiit  of  tbo  relations  between  Talent 
and  Probity  on  tbe  one  band,  and  (bivernmcnt  and  Societv 
on  Ibe  other,  in  an  a<_n'  tbat  con-idcr-  itself  {,,  he  prorrn>s^ive. 
Witbout  tbis  prefatory  evplanation  a  recent  occurrence  in 
Paris  would  seem  improh;d>le:  but  preceded  bv  (bis  summit)"- 
up  of  tbe  situation,  it  will  fierhaj)s  receive  some  tbouud'*'';' 


WV 


^■ymK£t§ 


ziz: 


"«•'>....  '"1^;^ 


'^r*'       '^**i»  "...        ■— ".n»; 


MICROCOPY    RESOIUTION    TEST    CHART 

ANbl  (,nd   ISO   'ESI   CHART    No     2 


1.0 


I.I 


1.25 


li!;  3  2 

.  3  i 


11  2.5 

I  2.2 

2.0 
1.8 


1.4      III  1.6 


^      .APPLIED  \M^GE     tnc 


296 


MEi.>!(»Tn  iu:((».\('i!,i:i) 


atttntion  from  niimls  ciipuhlL'  of  ncouniziiij:  the  real  plapue- 
spots  of  oiir  civili/.aliim.  a  civilization  which  sinci'  ISl.")  lia^^ 
been  moved  liy  the  spirit  of  gain  rather  than  bv  principloo  of 
honor. 


Alxiut  five  o'eloek.  on  a  dull  autumn  afternoon,  the  cashier 
of  one  of  the  Jargoi  i)anl-;s  in  Pai-is  was  still  at  his  desk, 
uerking  liy  the  liirht  of  a  lamp  that  had  been  lit  for  some 
time.  In  accordance  with  the  u.-^e  and  wont  of  commerce, 
the  eounting-hou-e  was  in  the  flarkest  corner  of  the  low- 
ceiled  and  far  from  spacious  iiiezzanint>  ilior,  and  at  the 
very  end  of  a  passaj,'e  liirhtcd  only  by  borrowed  lijrlits.  The 
olliee  door-  aloni:  this  corridur,  each  with  its  label,  <:ave  the 
place  the  look  of  a  bath-house.  .Vt  four  o'clock  the  stolid 
porter  had  proclaimed,  accordin;;  to  his  orders,  "The  bank  is 
closed."  .\nd  by  this  time  the  departments  were  deserted, 
the  letters  despatched,  the  clerks  had  taken  their  leave.  The 
wives  of  the  partners  in  the  firm  were  expectin;::  their  lovers; 
the  two  bankers  dining  with  their  mistresses.  Ever}'thing 
was  in  order. 

The  place  wliere  the  strong  boxes  had  been  bedded  in  sheet- 
iron  was  just  behind  the  little  sanctum,  where  the  cashier  was 
l)usy.  r>oul)t!ess  he  was  balancing  his  books.  The  open 
front  gave  a  glimpse  of  a  safe  (if  hammered  iron,  so 
enormously  heavy  (thanks  to  the  science  of  the  modern  in- 
ventor) that  burglars  could  not  carry  it  away.  The  door  only 
ojiencd  at  the  pleasure  of  tho^e  who  knew  its  password. 
The  letter-lock  was  a  warden  who  kept  it-;  own  secret  and 
could  not  be  brii)cd  :  the  mysterious  word  was  an  intrenious 
realization  of  the  "Ojicii  sesame!"  in  the  Arnlnan  .Xights. 
Rut  even  this  was  as  nothini:.  A  man  might  discover  the 
password:  but  unless  he  knew  the  lock's  final  secret  the 
7i!tir)ia  ratio  of  thi<  gold-i.niardini:  dr.iL'on  of  mechanical 
science,  it  discharLj-ed  a  blundcrbu'^s  at  his  head. 

The  door  of  the  ro(uii.  the  walls  of  the  room,  tlie  .-shutters 
of  !he  windows  iti  the  room,  the  whole  pl.-jcc.  in  fact,  was 
lined  with  sheet-iron  a  third  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  eon- 
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cealod  liohind  the  thin  woo,!,!,  i);ui(lin,L:.  The  slmttcrs  had 
btrn  chiscd.  the  door  hnd  inTii  shm.  If  rvr  man  could  tVel 
confident  that  he  was  iil.-ulufrly  alnn,..  and  thai  there  was 
no  remote  possihilii y  of  lu'iiiir  uaiched  hv  prvin>,r  (.yes,  that 
man  was  the  ca^hie^  of  tiie  liou.-e  of  Niuin-enand  Cum'pany 
in  the  I{ue  Saint-Lazare.  ' 

Accordin-ly  tlie  dee[u.st  silence  prevailed  in  that  iron  cave. 
The  fire  had  died  out  in  the  stove,  hut  tlir  rootn  was  full  of 
that  tepid  warmth  whieh  produces  the  dull  heavy-hea,l<.dness 
and  nauseous  quoasiness  of  a  morniui:  after  an  or^rv.  The 
stove  is  a  mesmerist  that  plays  no  small  part  in  the  reduction 
of  bank  clerks  and  porters  to  a  state  of  idiocy. 

A  room  with  a  stove  in  it  is  a  retort  in  "which  the  power 
of  strong  men  is  evaporated,  wher.'  their  viialitv  is  exhausted, 
and  their  wills  enfeehled.  Government  oil  ices' arc  part  of  a 
great  scheme  for  the  mannfacture  of  the  mediocritv  necessary 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  Feu<Ial  Systt>m  on  a  pecuniary  hasis 
—and  money  is  the  foundation  of  the  Social  Contract."  (Sec 
Jj'K  Einplnijh.)  The  mephitic  vapor-  in  the  atmosphere  of 
a  crowded  room  contrihute  in  no  small  dejrree  to  bring  al)out  a 
gradual  deterioration  of  intelligences,  the  brain  that  gives 
off  the  largest  quantity  of  nitrogen  a>phyxiates  the  others,  in 
the  long  run. 

The  cashier  was  a  man  of  five-and-forty  or  there- 
abouts. As  he  sat  at  the  tahl(\  the  light  from  "a  mwlerator 
lamp  shining  full  on  his  bald  head  and  glistening  fringe  of 
iron-gray  hair  that  surrounded  it— this  baldness  ami  the 
round  outlines  of  his  face  made  his  h.^d  lo.,k  v-rv  like  a 
ball.  His  complexion  wa.s  hrick-nd.  a  few  wrinkles  had 
gathered  about  his  eyes,  but  he  had  the  smooth,  plump  hands 
of  a  stout  man.  His  blue  cloth  coat,  a  little  rubbed  and 
worn,  and  the  creases  and  shininess  of  hi.-  trousers,  traces 
of  hard  wear  that  the  clothes-brush  fail  to  remove,  would 
impre.s.s  a  superficial  obserM-r  with  the  idea  that  here  was  a 
thrifty  and  upright  human  i)eing.  sutlicient  of  the  philosopher 
or  of  the  aristocrat  to  wear  shabi)y  cl.ifhes.  Rut,  unluckily, 
it  is  easy  to  find  penny-'\iM'  people  who  will  prove  weak. 
wasteful,  or  incompetent  in  the  capital  tilings  of  life. 
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Tin-  cashiiT  wore  tlic  ril)l,(,ii  ,,|'  il,,.  Lcuion  of  flonnr  ;it  his 
button-liolf.  I'd-  he  hull  hrrii  a  inajdr  of  (lra;:n()ns  in  thr 
tiiiu'  of  ihr  I'jn.irror.  M.  do  N"ucin<rcn,  wlio  had  hcon  a  con- 
trartdi-  h.-fur,.  ]),•  lircaiiic  a  liaiikcr.  had  had  na>()ii  in  iho>.' 
dnvs  to  know  i!i,.  hoiioraMo  di-po-ition  of  hi.-  caslncr,  who 
tiitii  <Mcin,i(Ml  a  lii-h  po-iiioM.  l,'o\iT<.'s  of  forluuf  liad  hr- 
fallrn  ih"  i.iiij.M-.  and  ihr  i)ankcr  oni  of  n-irard  for  him  paid 
liiiii  li>.,'  kn:  :!  ■,■  •  francs  a  month.  'I'h..  soldi. t  iiad  h.vomr  a 
cashirr  in  ihr  war  ];>!;;.  aTicr  his  rc.-.,v..ry  fnmi  a  wound  rv- 
feivcd  at  Smdzianka  dni-inL'  the  l.'.l  ivat' from  Mo^-ow,  fol- 
lowed bv  M\-  months  of  cnfoncd  idlmos  at  'irashmiriz, 
whither  .-cvcral  otlicrrs  had  l..,.n  iran>|)orti'd  hv  order  of  the 
Kmiieror.  that  tiie.v  mi-ht  receive  -killed  aiteniion.  '[.us 
{)articular  ollicer.  Ca-tanicr  hv  name,  relin'd  with  the 
honorary  ^n-ade  of  colonel,  and  a  pen>ion  of  two  thouscond 
four  Juindred   francs. 

In  ten  year.-"  time  the  cashier  liad  eompletelv  etTaeed  the 
soldier,  and  Ca-tanier  in.-pired  the  hanker  with  such  trust  in 
him.  that  he  wa-  a.-ociate<|  in  the  tran-aetions  that  went 
on  in  the  private  olliee  hehind  his  little  cviintiiiLr-house.  The 
baron  him-clf  had  access  to  it  by  means  <d'  a  secret  stairra.so. 
Tlure.  matters  of  business  were  decideil.  It  was  the  bolting- 
room  where  proposals  were  sifted:  the  privy  eouncil  chamber 
where  tlie  reports  of  ilu>  money  market  were  analyzed  :  cir- 
cular notes  issued  tlHiice:  and  iinally,  the  ])rivate  ledirer  and 
the  journal  whiidi  summarized  the  "work  of  all  the  depart- 
ments were  kept  there. 

Castanier  had  ,^'one  himself  to  shut  the  door  which  opened 
on  to  a  staircase  that  led  to  the  parlor  occupied  by  the  two 
bankers  on  the  first  floor  of  their  hotel.  This  done,  he  had 
sat  down  at  his  desk  auain.  and  for  a  moment  he  <ra'zed  at'  a 
little  collection  of  Klters  of  credit  drawn  on  the  firm  of 
Watschildine  of  London.  'Hien  he  had  taken  up  the  pen  and 
imitated  the  banker's  si-rnature  upon  each.  'Xiirim/ni  he 
wrote,  and  eyed  th(>  forufed  signatures  critically  to  see  which 
seemed  the  most    perfect  co])v. 

Suddenly   he  looked   up  as  if  a  needle  had  pricked  him. 
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orv  in  lii> 


^TJllid   u  ill(li,u-  of   I  111 


MT  saw  a  man  siandini:  at  t 


Mintin^'-housc,  a  inai 


was 
Cast 


so    nnisrlcs- 


II'  lill  if 
1  \^li(i,-f  hriMtliiiiL' 


liat    lie   ilid    ncit    >.'.'in    ti)    liivatdf    ,ii    all 


iiiiicr  looked,  and  saw  that  the  door  at   il 


passauo  was  wido  open;  the  str 
that  wav. 


K'  end   of  th 


mger  iiiu-i   iia\ 


e   entered    |»\- 


For  the  first  t 


tion 
eved  at  tl 


inie  in  his  life  the  old  sol 


ol  dread  that  made  hitn  stare  o| 


ance  o 


f  t 


le  man  before  him  ;  and  for  that  ma 


dier   ielt   a   -eiisa- 
)en-m(nithed  .nni  wide- 


le  apparilion  was  snllirieiiilv  alarrnii 


tter.   I  he  apjiea 


aceomjKinied   by  the  m.vsierioiis  einumsta 

an  entry.     The  n-nndid  forehead    t 

It 


i.i:  e\cn   II   iin- 


nce>   of 


o  sndden 


onjr  oval  face,  imlieated 
elothes   that   the   man   was   an    KnJ'-iisl 


native  isles.       Vo\i  had  onlv  to  I 
coat,  at  the  v 


!<■  iiarsli  colorinL:-  of  th. 

'i'l'te  a.-  plainly  a>  the  cut   of  hi, 

iman.    rec'kin;r   ,if    dj-. 


frills  of  a  siiirt  front 
f 


ohiminons  cravat  w 


ook  at  th-  collar  <>\'  In's  over- 
'lich  smothered  tlie  cru-hed 


^o 


white  that  it  hr.ini:lit 


less  leaden  Inie  of  an  impassive  f 


'ace.  and  tl 


om  the  chnnLTe- 
n   red   line 


of  the  lips  that  seemed  made  to  snck  the  hlood  of 
and  you  can  -ne.s  at  on...  at  the  hlack  oaitei-s  button 


corn-e-; 


to  the  knee,  and  the  hall 


puritanical  costume  of 
Tl 


Englishman  dr("^.«'d  for  a.  walking  (vcursi 
ai>le  glitter  of  the  stranger's 
pleasant  impression,  which  was  onlv  d 
outlines  of  his  featti 


eij    up 
a   wealthv 


on. 


le  inti 


>ler- 


eyes  f)rodii(rd  a  vivid  and 


un- 


seemed  to  earrv  w 


res.     The  dried-up. 


■pened 


bv    the    r'lisi 


1,; 


emaciated  creatui 


ithin  }nm  some  gnawing  thou<du  that 


snmed  him  ami  could  not  he  a])p(>ased 


eon- 


TTe  must  have  digested  his  food 


so  rapidly  that  he  could 


doubtless  eat  continually  without  brini^iui:  anv  trac  of  color 
into  his  face  or  features.      .\  tun  of  Tokav  rin  Jr  vz/rr,.../,,,, 
would  not  have  caused  any  faltering  in  that  picrcin"  -lauee 
that  read  men'-:  m-no^t  thon-ht.s.  nor  dethroned  the  „„.rcil.., 
reasoning  fa,„ltv  that  alwavs  seemed  to  ■,,  to  the  bottom  of 

th.nL-       There  was  something  of  the  f,.ll  and  tranquil  maie.tv 
of  a  tiger  about  him.  ■'      • 

"I  have  come  to  cash  this  hill  of  exchange,  sir."  he  said. 
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Ca^taiiior  felt  tiic  tone-  of  I 


lis  voice  thrill  tlin>iii:h  ovcr\-  ■nprv( 


with   ;,   viDk'iit  shock  siinihir  to  tliat  given   by  a  discliarge 
of  fl»'ctri(ity. 

"Tlif  salV  is  elo<c(l,"'  said  r'astanier. 

"It  is  open."  sai(i  the  Kiiglishiiiaii.  looking  round  the  count- 
ing-house. "To-niorrou  is  Sunday,  and  I  eannol  wait.  The 
amount  is  for  five  liuiidnil  lliousand  francs.  Vou  have  the 
money  there,  and  1  mu.-t  June  it." 

"Hut  how  did  you  come  in.  sir?" 
^  The  Kngli.-hman  -miled.  That  smile  frightened  ("astanicr. 
Xo  words  coidd  have  re[ilied  more  fully  nor  more 
peremptorily  than  that  -coriit'ul  and  imperial  curl  of  the 
strangerV  lips.  Castanier  turned  away,  took  up  fiftv  jiaekets, 
each  containing  ten  thousand  francs  in  hank-iiotes/aiid  held' 
them  out  to  the  stranger,  receiving  in  exchange  for  them  a 
bill  accepted  hy  the  15aron  d,.  Xucingen.  A  sort  of  convul- 
sive tremor  ran  through  him  as  he  saw  a  red  gleam  in  the 
stranger's  eyes  when  they  fell  on  the  forged  signature  on  the 
letter  of  credit. 

"It  ...  it  wants  your  signature  .  .  ."  stammered 
Castanier.   handing  hack   the  hill. 

"Hand  me  your  pen."  answered  the  Englishman. 

Castai:ier  handed  him  the  pen  with  which  he  bad  just 
committed  forgery.  The  stranger  wrote  Join,  Melmoth, 
then  he  returned  the  slij.  of  paper  and  the  pen  to  the  cashier' 
Castanier  looked  at  the  handwritin-.  noticin^r  that  it  sloped 
from  right  to  left  in  the  Eastern  fasiiion.  and  Melmoth  dis- 
appeared so  noiselessly  that  when  Castanier  looked  uj)  again 
an  exclamation  broke  from  him.  partly  because  the  man  was 
no  longer  there,  partly  because  he  felt'  a  stransre  painful  sen- 
sation such  as  our  imagination  might  take  for  an  effect  of 
poison. 

The  pen  that  Melmoth  had  handled  sent  the  same  sicken- 
ing heat  through  him  that  an  emetic  produces.  Rut  it 
seem.Ml  impossible  to  Castanier  tiiat  the  Emrlishman  4iould 
have  guessed  his  crim^.  His  inward  qualms  he  attributed 
to  the  palpitation  of  the  heart  that,  accordiuir  to  received 
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iileas.  wns  «iirf  to  follow  at  oiicc  on  such  a  "turn"  a.s  the 
slran^'iT  had  ^'ivcn  him. 

'"1  lie  devil  *Mkc  it:  1  am  vorv  ptupid.  Pn)vid('nop  is 
watfhin;:  ov.  ic  ;  for  if  that  lirutr  had  coiiif  round  to  .<(>(• 
my  pcntk'mcii  to-morrow,  my  -roosc  would  have  hecn  cDokcd  !' 
said  Castanicr,  and  lu-  Imrnod  the  uiijuccei^sful  attcmpl-  at 
forgery  in  the  stove. 

He  put  the  hill  that  he  meant  to  take  witli  him  in  an 
enovlope.  and  helped  himself  to  five  liundrud  thousand  franes 
in  Freneh  and  Knirlish  hank-notes  from  tlie  safe,  which  he 
locked.  Then  he  jiut  everything  in  order,  lit  a  candle,  hiew 
out  the  lamj).  took  up  his  hat  and  "mhrelhi.  and  went  out 
sedately,  as  usual,  to  leave  one  of  the  two  keys  of  the  strong 
room  with  Madame  de  N'ucingen,  in  tiie  ahsence  of  hor  hus- 
band the  Baron. 

''You  are  in  lurk.  :\r.  Pastanier."  said  the  hanker's  wife 
as  ho  entered  her  room;  "we  have  a  holiday  on  Mondav;  you 
can  go  into  the  country,  or  to  Soizy." 

"-Madame,  will  you  he  .^o  trood  iis  to  tell  your  hu.<l)and  that 
the  hill  of  exchange  on  Watschildine,  which  was  hehind  time, 
has  just  been  presented?  The  five  hundred  thousand  francs 
have  been  paid;  so  I  shall  not  come  back  til!  noon  on 
Tuesday." 

"Good-bye,  monsieur;  I  hope  you  will  have  a  pleasant 
time." 

"The  same  to  you,  madame."  replied  the  old  dragoon  as 
he  went  out.  lie  glanced  as  lie  spoke  at  a  young  man  well 
known  in  fashionable  society  at  that  time,  a  M.  de  Rastignac, 
who  was  regarded  as  ^fadame  de  Xucingen's  lover. 

"Madame."  remarked  this  latter,  "the  old  boy  looks  to  me 
as  if  he  meant  to  play  you  some  ill  turn." 

"Pshaw !  impossible ;  he  is  too  stupid." 


,  • 


"Piquoizeau."  said  the  cashier,  walking  into  the  porter's 
room,  "what  made  vou  let  anybody  come  up  after  four 
o'clock?" 

"I  have  been  smoking  a  pipe  here  in  the  doorwiy  ever  since 
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four     ()'cl(H-k,"'     -.-lid     til"     m;iti.     •■:ini!     n.il.odv     1ms     >:f>no 

llll^l    the   iiilllk.  Ndliixly    |k1~   (•"inr   Mill    ii!!lr|-   except    lllC   gOU- 

tleriH'll-     " 

"Are  ymi  <|iiiti'  ^nre y" 
^'■^r-.   upon    my    w.inl   .■ui'l    linrmr.      Stay,   tlioutrli.  ;it    four 
()"cl(Hk    M.    \Verl)ni~r~    i'n.ii.!    lanie.    ,i    y.,iii)L^    t'elli)w    from 

Me>^r>.    .Ill    Tillel    A-    (',,..    in    the    |;i|e   ,lnll  Im'tI  . " 

"All  ri^rh!."  siid  < '.■i-tnnier.  ;ini|  lie  hurrieil  .iway. 

The  -icki'iiiiiL;  -eri.atiMii  of  he.-n   that   lie  hail   ivit   wlien  he 

took     hack     the     [lell     felllflie.l     in     UPeatlT     i  lltell.-i  t  V.  "Mille 

(li'ihh.i!"  thduirhi  he.  :,<  he  tlina.lcl  hi-  way  alniii:  the  iiouic- 
vanl  fie  (land,  "haveiri  I  taken  |irn]ier  [in-eaiiiiiii)>  ?  Let 
""■  'liink:  'I'un  clear  day-.  Sunday  and  Mnndav.  then  a 
day  of  mieertaiiity  het'ure  they  \H-/\n  \>>  look  for  iiic :  al- 
to.^cther.  Ihr'  (■  days  and  four  iiiLilit-"  rc-pitc  I  have  a  coiiph' 
of  pas-ports  and  two  diU'ereiit  di.-L;iiises  •.  i-  t)ot   that  enoiiirh 

to    throw    the    cle\ere-I    detective    ,,11"    tile    scetlt?       On    Tllesdav 

inornin-  I  -hal!  dra'v  a  million  francs  in  [.ondon  heforc  tho 
sliu-htcst  suspicion  has  heen  aroused.  :\Iy  dehts  I  am  leavini,' 
l)chind  for  the  lienefii  ,>f  my  cfedilor-,  who  will  [lut  a  "i'"* 
on  the  hilN.  and  I  -hall  live  comf,,rtaMv  in  Italv  for  the 
res!  of  mv  davs  ,-,.:  t!,,.  c.nte  Kcrraro.  i  was  alonc'with  hitn 
wli-n   he  died,   poor   fellow,    in   the  mar-h  of  Zcmhin.  and    I 

shall  .-lip  into  his  >kin ]fillr  ,li,ih/,s'  the  woman 

who  is  lu  fnllow  afl.-r  me  mijht  -ive  them  a  clue!  Think 
of  an  old  camp.ii-rier  like  me  infalnaled  enouirh  to  tie  myself 
to  a  petticoat  tail!  .  .  .  Whv  tak<'  her:-  I  nnist  leave 
her  hchind.  'N'es.  F  could  makc'  uji  my  mind  to  it:  hut — T 
know  niv-:e|f--|  should  he  as-  enoiii:h  to  e-o  hack  to  her.  Still, 
nohody  knows  Aipiilina.      Shall  i  take  her  or  leav(>  her!'" 

'•Vou  will  not  lake  her!"  cried  a  voice  that  filled  rastanior 
with  si.k.'iiim:  dread.  He  turned  sharply,  and  saw  the 
KiiLdi-hmaTi. 

"The  devil   i-  in  it  !"  cried  the  ca.-hier  alond. 

Afelnioth  had  pas-ed  hi-  victim  hv  this  time:  and  if 
Ca.stanier's  first   imjnilsc'  had   lieen  to  fasten  a  (|uarrL'l  on  a 
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man  wlio  n-.u]  hi-  ..un  ihuiiulil-.  h.'  v,ii>  -<.  nuich  torn  iiii  l>y 

<.|.|M..-iii^'  ffclin^rs  Iliat   thr  iini:i,Mli.-it.-  fv^ill    was  a  t.Miiporun- 

paraly.-i...        When   hr   n-unir,!    1,,,,   u^ilk    hr   tVII   ,„i,t   mni 

into   tliat   fc\.-r  of   irrv-ulni  i,,!!    uindi    \>,-,'\<   ih,,-,'   ulio  a..- 

so  carrici  aua.v  l,y  p.-.v-iuii   il,at   tlir\   aiv  ivadv  tr)  cominitu 

criiiK'.  but   have  n..i   .Milii.irni    Mrr-i-t!,  ,,!'  rhararicr  to  k.vp 

It   to   th('rii>clv..>   wiiliout    >nl"T|„,_r   |,.,Til,lv    in    tli.'    process. 

So,  althoii-h   Ca-taiii-r  lia^l    vr.iAr   up   hi,   „ii,„!   t,,   p.-ap  tlu' 

fruits    of    a    (Tiiiir    which     was    alrv.nh     half    .•\,.,.nl<.i.    hu 

hesitatod   to  earn-  out    his  d.-i-,,-.      I-,,,-  Inni.  a^   for   tnauy 

men  of  mixed  cliaractcr  in  whom  w,akii.-  .md  -ircnjili  arc 

wpially   hiciidcd,   tlic   least  tritliiii:  coii-ideratioi,   determines 

whctlicr  they  shall  c^  iitinuc  to  lead  hiamele-,  live-  or  h,vomc 

actively   criminal.      In    the   vast    ma.-e-   of   men   enrolled    in 

Napoleon's    armi.'s    there    were    manv    wiio.    like    CaManier. 

possessed  the  purely  phy-ien!  eouraiTe  den,,, ii, led  on  the  hatllo- 

ficld.  yet   lacked   tlu"  moral   coura-e   which   makes  a   man  as 

^Tcat  in  crime  as  he  eoidd  have  heen   in  \  irtue. 

The  letter  of  credit   was  drafted    in  ,-uch   terms  that   im- 
mediately on  his  arrival  lie  miudil  draw  twentv-five  thousjind 
pounds    on     the    firm    of    WatMhildine.    the'    London    cor- 
respondents of  the  house  of   Xuein-en.      The    [,ondon   house 
had  heen  already  advise.!  of  the  draft  ahoiit  to  he  made  upon 
them  :  he  had  written  to  them  him-elf.      He  had  in-triicted  an 
a;:ent    (chosen   at   random)    to  take   his   passa-e   in   .-h  vessel 
which  \vas  to  li^ave  Portsmouth  with  a  wealthv  I'in-rlish  family 
on   iioard.  who  weiv  i:oin,<r  to   Italv.  and   the   passn;.n>-money 
had    heen    paid    in    the    name   of   the    Conte    Ferraro.        The 
smallest  details  of  the  scheme  had  hcvn  thou-ht  out.      He  had 
arranp'd   matters  .so  as   to  divert    the  search    that    would   he 
made  for  him   into  Rele-iiim  and  .Switzerland,  while  h,.  him- 
self was  at  sea  in  the  Kn-lish  ve-.e|.     Th.n.  hv  the  time  that 
Xucin.iren  miirli!   Hatter  liini-elf  tliaf  he  was  on  the  track  of 
his    late   cashier,    the    said    cashier,    as    the    C-mte    Ferraro. 
hoped    to    be    .safe    in     Xaph-,        He    ha.]    d.^t-'nTiined     to 
disfipire   his    fa.-e    in    order   to   di--,rui.,.    him-elf    th..    more 
completely,    and    by    moans    of    an    acid    to    imitate     the 
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scuFH  of  MiialliM,\.  V,.t,  in  -pii,.  ,.f  ,,11  tluw  pre- 
cautions,  \vliirli  ^urrly  sr.ni,.,!  a<  if  tli,v  iMU>t  securo  him 
coinplftc  iniinuiiilv.  Ins  .(.ii-ci.  n,..  tun,,,  nicil  liim  ;  he  waa 
afrai.I.  'I'll.-  r\rn  an, I  luacfiil  iifr  tlial  hr  ha.l  I.mI  for  so 
lon^'  had  modili.d  ihc  mnrality  ..f  ih.'  caiui).  "'■•'  ^'fi'  ^^aa 
stainicss  as  \>'{  ;  hr  could  n^i  Milly  it  u  ithoiit  a  [)an^'.  So  for 
the  last  time  lit-  ahandourd  hini-ilf  to  all  tlir  iiilluonccs  of  the 
In-ttiT  self  that  slnriiioii-ly  rc-i.-tcd. 

"I'shaw:"  he  said  at  laM.  at  th.'  corner  of  the  Houlfvanl 
and  Ihf  Kno  .Montmartrc,  "I  will  take  a  cah  after  the  phiv 
this  evening:  and  ,1:0  out  to  \'crsiil!cs.  A  po,-t-<'haisc  will  he 
ready  for  inc  at  my  old  (inartcrnia.-tfr"s  place.  He  would 
kw|)  my  sccri't  even  if  a  do/.cn  men  were  siandiri;.'  ready  to 
shoot  luin  down.  The  chances  are  all  in  my  favor'^  <o  far  as 
I  .^ee;  so  I  shall  take  my  little  .\'a(|ui  witii  mc,  and  I 
will  go." 

"Vou  will  not  fror  oxelaim.'d  the  Knudishman.  and  the 
Htran^'c  tones  of  his  voice  drove  all  the  cashu-r'.s  hlood  back  to 
hi.s  lieart. 

Melmoth  stepped  into  a  tillniry  whirli  was  waitin.ir  for  him, 
and  was  whirled  awav  .-^o  (|uiekly,  that  when  Castanier  loob'd 
up  he  saw  liis  foe  some  hundred  paces  awav  from  him,  and 
before  it  even  crossed  his  mind  to  cut  otT  the  man's  retreat 
the  tilbury  was  far  on  its  way  up  the  Boulevard  Montmartre. 

"Well,  upon  my  word,  th.re  is  M.niethinjr  supernatural 
about  this!"  .<aid  he  to  himself.  '"If  I  urre  fool  enou-h 
to  beheve  in  (Jod,  I  should  think  that  He  had  set  Saint 
Mieluiel  on  my  tracks.  Suppose  that  the  devil  and  the  police 
should  h't  me  ^ro  on  as  I  please,  so  as  to  nab  mv  in  the  nick 
of  tinu-?  Did  any  one  ever  see  the  like!  But  there  this 
is  folly     ..." 

Castanier  went  alon,-;  tlie  Rue  du  Faubourir-Montmartre, 
Flackenin.Lr  his  j)ace  as  he  neared  the  Rue  [fi.her.  There  on 
the  -cond  floor  of  a  block  of  buildin,--:  which  looked  out 
upon  some  <:ardens.  lived  the  un.'ouseions  cause  of  f'astanier's 
crime— a  vfuini:  woman  knov.ri  in  the  (piarter  as  Mme.  de  la 
Garde.     A  concise  history  of  certain  events  in  the  cashier's 
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[mst  lil''  iiiu.-t  1)1'  ;rivcn  in  i>nlir  <\]'!aiii  tlif.-i-  f;\<t^,  and 
to  ^'ivc  a  cdtiiphtc  jirt'Si'iitiiu'tit  of  the  cri-id  wlion 
hi'  yi»'l(lt'(]  to  ti'iiiptation. 

Mint'.  (Ic  III  (iiirdr  .said  that  -he  was  a  I'h'tlmontose.  Xo 
one.  not  I'vcn  Ca-tanicr,  knew  Iut  real  name.  Slic  wa.s  one  of 
tliosf  youiii;  ;.'irl,«,  who  iirr  driven  hy  dire  misery,  l\v  inahilily 
to  earn  a  li\  in;:,  or  by  fear  of  starvatupn,  to  liavc  n'C(nir.--('  to  a 
trade  which  most  of  them  loathe,  many  retrard  with  mdiirer- 
enee,  and  some  few  follow  in  ohedienee  to  the  laws  of  their 
eonstitntion  Unt  on  the  hriidv  of  the  ;:iilf  of  prostitution 
in  I'aritf,  tiie  youn;:  ^'\r\  of  sixteen,  l.eautifnl  and  jmre  as  the 
Madonna,  had  met  with  Castanier.  'Piie  old  dra;,'oon  was  too 
rou^di  and  homely  to  make  his  way  in  soeietv.  and  he  was 
tired  of  tramping'  the  houlevard  ;!t  night  ami  of  the  kind  of 
conijiiests  made  there  hy  gold,  l-'or  some  time  past  he  had 
desired  to  bring  a  certain  regnlarity  into  an  irregular  life. 
Ho  was  struck  hy  the  beauty  of  the  poor  child  who  had  drifted 
by  chance  into  his  arms,  and  his  determination  to  rescue  her 
from  the  life  of  the  streets  was  half  itenevolent.  half  selfish, 
as  some  of  the  thought.*  of  the  best  of  men  are  apt  to  be. 
Social  conditions  mingle  elements  of  evil  with  the  promptings 
of  natural  goodness  of  heart,  and  the  mi.xture  of  motives  un- 
derlying a  man's  intentions  .should  be  leniently  judged. 
Castanier  had  just  cleverness  enough  to  ho  very  shrewd  where 
his  own  interests  were  concerned.  So  he  concluded  to  be  a 
philanthropist  on  either  count,  and  at  first  made  her  hia 
mistress. 

"Hey!  hoy  I"'  ho  said  t  himself,  in  his  soldierly  fashion. 
"I  am  an  old  wolf,  and  a  sheep  shall  not  make  a  fool  of 
me.  Castanier.  old  man,  before  you  set  up  housekeeping, 
reconnoitre  the  girl's  character  for  a  bit,  and  see  if  she  is  a 
steady  sort." 

This  irregular  union  gave  the  Piedmontese  a  status  the 
most  nearly  approaching  respectability  among  tho^e  which 
the  world  declines  to  recognize.  During  the  first  year  she 
took  the  novi  dc  guerre  of  .\i|iiilina.  one  of  the  characters  in 
Venice   Preserved  which   she  liad   chanced   to    read.        She 
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farirird  ih.it  -h,.  ,v-rinl.!.,|  till'  c. Ml rir-,1  II  III  fMc..  iind  ^'ononil 
iippcaiMtw.  ainl  m  ,i  ,,.ri,iin  |.n,u,  itv  «(  Inart  fin. I  l.niiri 
ot  «iii.li  -h,.  u,i~  .,.ii-,i,,u^.  Wiirn  Castaiii.T  fniifid  that  I:,  r 
life  \\A-  .•,-  u..||  n-iil;,i,,|  ;i„,|  \iriiniii>  a^  u.i.-  |h.-^mI.I.-  f,,r  a 
wuial  niiilau.  h..  tiiainr,..i...i  a  dr.-ir.-  that  th.v  .-.hniiM  In,, 
as  hu>l.aii.|  an. I  uif,.,  s.,  -h,-  (nnk  th,'  naiiir  ,.'r  M,,,,.  .!.•  hi 
(ianl...  1,1  onlir  .,,  appmarh.  a>  . ■[,,.,. |v  a-  |-an-.an  .isi-,s 
pcrniit,  ih,-  mniliii.Mi-  of  a  rval  niarnaif.  A-  a  inattrr  „{ 
fiHt.  iiiaiiv  of  ih.-r  iinrurinriat.'  ;riiU  ha\r  ..n-  ti\r,|  Ml.-a. 
["  '"•  '""i^"'  "pni,  a-  n-p,-,.|al,l,.  ini.hll. -,  la«>  umi,i,.|i.  u||,, 
''■'"'  '""ii.lMiin  li\,.-  nf  lanhfi.li,,,.  ,,,  ,l„.i,.  i,,Nlian.i~  ■  u'„- 
iMcn  uho  uniiM  iMak.Tx,.,.|l,.,ii  n.uih.r-..  k...j„.r- .,f  |„.,|.,.hMhl 

'"■'■'"""'•   ■""'   in, 11,1,  IV   ,,f  1 -,^|„,|,|    lin.n.        Thi^    l..n;'inL' 

sj>rm^'^  I'n.in  a  -rmiinml  ^,,  hni,!ahlr.  thai  -..anv  -li,.iil<l 
tak."  It  lilt,.  ,-,.i!-i,!,Tati,,n.  Hut  >n,aftv.  iiKum-ihl.'  a>  .■v.t. 
will  a-ii,v.ll\  ,,rr~i-t  ill  rr-anliii-  thr  inarrird  uuiiiaii  a.  a 
'■"rvrttr  claly  autlinrizrd  l,v  iar  tla-  mimI  papn-,  to  ,u>  on  Ii.t 
own  caiiH..  uliil,.  til,'  u-niiiaii  ^^\u>  i.  a  wilV  in  all  hiit  na:n.> 
■s  a  pifat,.  an, I  an  ,, inlaw  jnr  lack  .,f  a  .l,.,-iiin,ail  \  dav 
.•••iMic  ulan  Mnir.  ,!,•  la  (,ar.l,'  v„Miid  fain  lia\,.  >i^r„„,|  |„.,.,..|f 
"Mine.  Castani, •!•.■'     The  ,a-lii,.r  \va^  put  out  l,v  this. 

"S,,  v. Ill  do  ni.t   Invf  in,,  wrii  ..n..ii-ii  to  mart-v  nic-"  <hp 
said. 

Castanirrdid  not  aiKu,,r:  li.^  was  alworhrd  hv  lii.  thoii-hts 

Ih.>  pn„r  ,-irl  r..-i.ii..,|  i„a-H.|f  ,„  hn-  fai...      Th..  rx-dra-ooM 

was  ill  d,-pair.      \a,|niV  h,,,r,   <nfi,.n,.,l   t,i«a,"d.  him  at   tlio 

.si.Ldit  of  In.,  troiihl,.:  ^la.  tri,-,l  to  -,h.,Ii,.  hini.  hut  v,  hat  .•oiild 

sh.'  .lo  wl„.„  sl„.  did  t„,t  kn.,w  uhal  ailed  hmi  r     Wlaai  \a,uii 

'";"'"  "!'   !"■'•  '"'■'■I   to  !wH,u-  tho  .MTivt.  allhoiiudi  she  iievrr 

asked  liiin  a  .,iio~tio„.  ,]„.  ,,„||i,.r  dolrfiillv  e,,ntV-M,,|  m  ihe 

<'Vi-I.'nr,.nfa  MiiH..  ('...lanirr.      This  lawful  witV.  a  tliousind 

times  a.-e„r„.d.  wa..  livin-  in  a  hunihle  wav  ui  Stra^h.uir--  on 

a  small  pronerlv  there;  he  u  r,,te  |,.  her  twir,.  a  vear.  and  kept 

the  .secret  .d  her  exi^ieii.e  .o  w,.ll.  that  no  one  snspectcl  that 

ho  was  married.        The  rea-on  .d'  thi^  n'tieenee?       If  it   is 

fMniihar  to  manv  mililarv   nie,,  who  mav  ehanee  to  he  in  a 

Ilk''    |n-,dieainent.    it    i.    perhaps    worth    while    to    -ivf    tlie 

slorv.  *" 
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Vnur  <.'<'iiiiinc  tnM.jMT  (if  it  i-  ,iI!mu  il.l..  Iht..  ;■>  .■mfduv 
tlif  wnril  wliicli  in  tin-  nrniv  -i-iutii  -  :\  m.i'i  uli..  i^  il.'-iiu.  d 
to  (Im'  :is  ..  caiiiiiiii )  i>  a  >nrt  ,,(  -,  i  f.  a  pari  and  paiv.I  (,f 
hiH  n-;.'iiiii'iii,  an  <--i'nlially  .-iinji!.-  crialiin',  ami  {'a-iaiiicr 
wa-i  niarkc'<l  miH  \,\  nalnrc  a-  a  \htnii  i.i  ilir  vm!,.>  of  nidthrrs 
uilh  ;:n.uti-ii|)  (lau.'ht.T-i  irfi  \,„,  \,<U'j  .m  liinr  hand-.  It 
was  at.  N'anrv,  duriiii:  'iti''  nf  ihu-r  hri.f  inin-sals  of  n  |iii>c 
when  (lie  Imperial  iirini.-.  uirr  tmt  ..n  a<tivc  -crvicr  abrnad. 
that  Ca.-tamrr  was  -o  iinhn  ky  a-  in  pay  Mirnr  .itiiniinii  to 
ii  noiiiilT  lady  with  whun,  he  dam-.d  at  a  ri'hilln.  the  pii.\  m.  'al 
nanif  frr  the  ciitertainini'iil-  ..ft.'n  :.'i\,ii  !,v  the  rniiilarv  to 
the  tnwil>fnlk.  nT  v!ro  I'To'l.  ill  ^'arn-un  t.iuiw.  A  >elienie 
for  iiiveiirliii;.'  the  ■:alhmt  ciiptain  into  inalniiH.nv  ua.-  iin- 
inediately  >et  mi  f.i,.|,  one  of  th.-e  ■.ehemrs  hy  \vhieli  inothiTs 
secnrtMiceoiiip|i,-,.s  in  ii  hu'iian  heart  hv  touciiiii:,'  mII  \\<  motive 
sprin</s.  wlnle  thev  convert  all  their  fri.-nd-  into  fellow-eoii- 
spirators.  Like  all  people  p.,--,.-.,(l  Itv  one  idi-a.  the-e  hidie^ 
press  everything,'  into  the  service  of  their  ;jreii'  project,  siowlv 
•  •liihoratin^'  their  toil-,  much  a-  thi-  ant-lion  excavates  its 
funnel  in  thei  >and  and  lie-  in  wait  at  the  hoilom  for  its 
victim.  Snppo-e  that  no  one  .-tra\-.  afi.'i-  all.  into  tliat  care- 
fully constructed  lahyriiith  ?  Supoo-e  that  the  ant-lion  dies 
of  hiinjrer  aiul  thir-t  in  her  pit  ?  Siuh  ihini:<  mav  he,  hut  if 
any  hcodk'ss  creature  (,nce  enter-  in.  it  never  cfime-  out.  .\!l 
the  wires  which  could  he  pulled  tr)  induce  action  on  tho 
captain's  juirt    were  iricl;   apfna!-   v\ere   made  to   the  secK-t 


interested  motive; 


hat  alway-  eouie  into  [ilay  in  -uch  ca-es; 


they  worked  on  ('a>tanier's  hope-  anil  on  the  weakne-se-  and 
vanity  of  human  nature.  I'lduckilv.  he  had  pr.iised  the 
daughter  to  her  motlier  when  he  hrouLrht  her  hack  after  a 
waltz,  a  little  chat  folloucd.  atid  then  an  invitation  in  the 
most  natural  wav  in  the  world.  Once  introdinid  into  the 
}H)ii<e.  the  drae-oon  was  da;</led  h\  the  ho-pitalilv  of  :\  family 
who  appean'd  to  conceal  their  n.al  wca'th  hi'tic.-ith  a 
show  of  eai'efnl  econom;,.  (|..  \v;i-  -kilfuPv  flalfei-cd  ,,n  all 
sides,  and  e\erv  one  e\!o!i,  il  for  hi-  hericfit  rhe  various 
treasures    there   di>playcd.      .\    neatly    timed    iliniier.    siTvcd 
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on  plate  lent  by  iin  uncle,  the  atiiTition  shown  to  him  by 
th«'  only  (Jauirhtcr  of  the  lioui^e,  the  <:o>sip  of  the  town,  a  well- 
to-do  suh-licutenant  who  seemed  likely  to  out  the  jrround  from 
under  his  feet — all  the  innunurahle  snares,  in  short,  of  the 
provincial  ant-lion  were  set  for  him^  and  to  such  j^ood 
purjioH',  that  Castanier  said  five  years  later,  '"To  this  day 
I  do  not  know  how  it  came  about  I" 

The  dragoon  received  fifteen  thousand  francs  with  the  lady, 
who,  after  two  years  of  marriajje,  became  the  ugliest  and  con- 
sefjuently  the  most  peevish  woman  on  earth.  Luckily  they 
had  no  children.  The  fair  complexion  (maintained  bv  a 
Spartan  regimen),  the  fresh,  bright  colf)r  in  her  face,  which 
ppoke  of  an  engaging  modesty,  became  overspread  with 
blotches  and  pimples ;  her  figure,  which  had  seemed  po 
straight,  grow  crooked,  the  angel  became  a  suspi(,>ious  and 
ehrewish  creature  who  drove  Castanier  frantic.  Then  the 
fortune  took  to  itself  wings.  At  length  the  dragoon,  no 
longer  recognizing  tiie  woman  whom  he  h.id  wedded,  left  her 
to  live  on  a  little  property  at  Strasbourg,  until  the  time  when 
it  should  please  God  to  remove  her  to  adorn  Paradise.  She 
was  one  of  those  virtuous  women  who,  for  want  of  other 
occupation,  woidd  weary  the  life  out  of  an  angel  with  com- 
plainings, who  pray  till  (if  their  prayers  are  heard  in  heaven) 
they  must  exhaust  ttie  jiatience  of  the  .\Imighty,  and  say 
everything  that  is  bad  of  their  husbands  in  dovelike  murmurs 
over  a  game  of  boston  with  their  neighbors.  When  .\quilina 
learned  all  the.se  troubles  she  clung  still  more  atTectionaiely 
to  Castanier.  and  made  him  so  happy,  var\'in!jr  with  woman's 
ingenuity  the  plea.sures  with  which  .she  filled  his  life,  that 
all  unwittingly  she  was  the  cause  of  the  cashier's  downfall. 

Tj'ke  many  womim  who  seem  bv  nature  destined  to  sound 
all  the  depths  of  love,  Mme.  de  la  Canie  was  disinten>«ted. 
She  asked  neither  for  gold  nor  for  jewelrv.  gave  no  thought 
to  the  future,  lived  entirely  for  the  present  and  for  the 
pleasures  of  the  present.  Slic  accepted  expensive  ornaments 
and  dresses,  the  carriage  so  eaLrerly  co\('te<l  bv  women  of  her 
class,  as  one  harmony  the  more  in  the  picture  of  life.     There 
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was  absolutely  no  Viinity  in  Irt  (k>in'  n.ii  to  appear  at  a  better 
ad'.iintape  but  to  look  the  fairer,  and.  moreover,  no  woman 
could  live  witbout  luxuries  more  cheerfully.  When  a  man  of 
generous  nature  (and  military  men  are  mostly  of  this  stamp) 
meets  with  sueb  a  woman,  be  frels  a  sort  of  exasperation  at 
finding  himself  ber  debt!)r  in  generosity.  He  feels  that  he 
eould  stop  a  mail  coach  to  obtain  mcmey  for  ber  if  be  has 
not  sufficient  for  ber  whims.  He  will  commit  a  crime  if  so 
be  may  be  great  and  noble  in  the  eyes  of  some  woman  or  of 
his  special  public;  such  is  the  nature  of  the  man.  Such  a 
lover  is  like  a  gambler  who  would  be  disiionored  in  bis  own 
eyes  if  be  did  not  repay  tiie  sum  be  borrowed  from  a  waiter  in 
a  gaming-house :  but  will  shrink  from  no  crime,  will  leave 
his  wife  and  children  without  a  penny,  and  rob  and  murder, 
if  so  he  may  come  to  the  gaming-talde  with  a  full  pur>e,  and 
his  honor  remain  untarnished  among  the  fre(iuenters  of  that 
fatal  abode.     So  it  was  with  Castanier. 

He  had  begun  by  installing  Acpiilina  in  a  mode.-t  fourth- 
floor  dwelling,  the  furniture  lieing  of  the  simplest  kind. 
Hut  when  be  .<aw  the  girl's  beauty  and  great  (|ualities, 
when  be  had  known  inexpressible  and  uidooked-for  happiness 
with  her,  he  began  to  dote  upon  ber;  and  lon-ed  i.^  adorn 
his  idol.  Then  Aquilina's  toilette  was  .-o  comieallv  out  of 
keeping  with  her  poor  abode,  that  for  both  their  sakes  it  was 
clearly  incumbent  on  him  to  move.  Tlie  change  swallowed 
up  almost  all  Castanier's  savings,  for  be  furnished  bis 
domestic  paradi.-e  with  all  the  prodigality  that  is  lavished  .m  a 
kept  mistress.  A  pretty  woman  must  have  everything  pretty 
about  her;  the  unity  of  charm  in  the  woman  and  ber  sur- 
roundings singles  her  out  from  among  ber  sex.  This  senti- 
ment of  homogeneity  indeed,  though  it  has  frequently  escaped 
the  attention  of  observers,  is  instinctive  in  human  nature; 
and  the  same  prompting  leads  elderly  spinsters  to  surround 
them.selvos  with  dreary  relies  of  the  past.  Rut  the  lovely 
Piedmontese  mu=t  have  the  ncwe.^t  and  latest  fashions,  and 
all  that  was  daintic-t  and  prettiest  in  >tufTs  for  baiii:in<rs. 
in  silks  or  jewelry,  in  fine  china  and  other  brittle  and  fragile 
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wares.  She  ii>kri|  fur  iintliiii;:;  Imt  \\\u\i  -hf  wa-  <ii\\<i]  u}>im 
to  iBtikf  a,  cli'iicc,  whrii  Ci-tanicr  a^knl  Ikt,  "Wliid,  do  vou 
like?"  she  \mmiM  nii-^wcr.  '"Why.  tlii-;  i-  ilic  iiicrsi  I"  I^nve 
never  eoimts  tlic  vn>\.  ami  Ca-taiiitT  iln'rcfoiv  alwavs  took 
the  '•nicest." 

\\  Iifii  diici'  tlie  standard  liad  Keen  M't  ui',  llnrc  \va<  n<itliinf 
for  It  Imt  evt'rytliin;:  in  the  liniiM-lidld  inii-i  hr  iii  cuifiirniit v, 
fmni  llic  lirirn.  jilalc.  and  irvstal  tliri'Hi^rh  a  tlmu-and  and  one 
items  of  e.\)Mnditnrf  dow  n  lu  ilic  puH  and  pans  in  the  kitchen. 
('iL>tanicr  had  mean!  to  "iId  liiini:^  siniplv."  a>  the  savin" 
poes.  hut  he  .LMMihiallv  round  him-clf  moi','  and  more  in 
deijt.  One  evpi-n^e  (iitailcd  another.  The  clock  caUcd  for 
candle  sconces.  Fires  inu^t  he  lighted  in  the  ornamental 
<,'rates.  hiit  the  cnriain-  and  lian;:inLrs  were  too  fre-h  and 
delicate  to  i)e  soiled  hy  smuts,  so  they  nni-t  he  replaced  Ijv 
patent  and  elahorate  fireplaces,  warranted  to  ;/]\o  ont  no 
smoke,  recent  inventions  of  the  people  udn  are  elever  at 
drawing  u\>  a  prospectus.  Then  .\(juilina  found  it  so  nice  to 
run  ahout  harefooted  on  the  ear])et  in  her  room,  that  Ca-tanicr 
nnist  have  soft  carpets  laid  everywhere  for  the  ])leasuro  of 
playing'  with  Xaipii.  .\  h.iihroom.  too.  was  hnilt  t'or  her, 
everytliinL'  to  the  end  tliat  she  nii.Ldit  l)e  more  eomfortahle. 

Shopkeeper<.  workmen,  and  manufacturers  in  Paris  have 
a  mysterious  knack  of  enlaririnir  a  h<ile  in  a  man's  je.irse. 
They  cannot  frive  the  price  of  anythiTiu-  upon  inipiirv;  and 
as  the  paroxysm  of  loiiLiimr  cannot  ahidi'  delav.  orders  are 
j^nven  hy  the  feehle  li;iht  of  an  appro\iniati'  estimate  of 
cost.  'I'he  same  peojile  iirvi^r  send  in  the  hill<  at  once,  hut 
ply  the  purchaser  with  furnitnn-  till  hi-  head  ^pins.  Kver\-- 
thin.ir  is  so  pretty,  so  charniin,Lr:  and  everv  one  i-  sati-fied. 

A  fvw  months  later  the  oi,lii.rinir  furniture  dealers  are 
nietamorj)hosed.  and  reappear  in  the  -hape  of  alarmin.L'  totals 
on  invoices  that  fill  the  -oul  with  their  horrid  clamor;  they 
are  in  urirent  want  of  the  monev  :  Ihev  are.  a<  voi,  niav  sav. 
on   the   hrink   of   hankruptcc.   their   te.'ir-    flow,   it    is   lieart- 

rendinir  to  hear  them!      And   then the  -ulf  v.iwn-.  and 

gives   up   .serried   columns   of   t\rruKs    nnirchiug  "four   deep, 
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when  as  a  mat  tor  of  fact  they  should  have  issuocl  innocently 
thno  l.y  three. 

Ivfnre  Tastanier  harl  any  idea  of  how  miieh  he  had  spent, 
he  had  arran^r-d  for  Aquilina  to  have  a  earriage  from  a  livery 
.-table  wjun  >!ie  went  out,  instead  of  a  cab.     Oastanier  was  a 
poiirmand;  he  engaged  an  excellent  cook;  and  Aquilina,  to 
please  him.  had  her.-elf  made  the  purchases  of  early  ^'ruil  and 
vegetables,   rare  ddicncies,   and   excpiisite   wines.        But.   as 
Aquilina   had   nothing  of   licr  own.   these  gifts  of  hers,  so 
precious  by  reason  of  the  thought  and  tact  and  graciousne.s.s 
that  f)rompted  them,  were  no  les.s  a  drain  upon  Castanier's 
purse;  he  did  not  like  his  N'"a(|ui  to  be  without  monev,  and 
Naqui  could  not  keep  money  in  her  pocket.     So  the  table 
was  a  heavy  item  of  expenditure  for  a  man  with  Castanier's  in- 
come.    The  ex-dragoon  was  compelled  to  TC!?on  to  various 
shifts  for  obtaining  money,  for  he  could  not  brimr  himself 
to  renounce  this  delightful  life.     He  loved  the  woman  too 
well  to  cross  the  freaks  of  the  mistress.     He  was  one  of  those 
men  who.  through  self-love  or  through  weakness  of  character, 
can  refuse  nothing  to  a  woman  ;  false  sham(>  overpowers  themi 
and  they  rather  face  ruin  than  make  tho  admissions:  "I  can- 
not  "      "My  means  will   not  permit "      "I  cannot 

afiford " 

When,  therefore,  Castanier  saw  that  if  he  meant  to  emerge 
from  the  alnvs  of  debt  into  which  he  had  jdunged,  he  inu'st 
part  with  Aquilina  and  live  upon  bread  and  water,  he  was 
so  unable  to  do  without  her  or  to  change  liis  habits  of  life, 
that  daily  he  put  off  his  plans  of  reform  until  the  morrow.' 
The  debts  were  pressing,  and  lie  b.>g;in  by  borrowing  money. 
Tfis  position  and  previous  character  in.^pired  confidence,  and 
of  this  he  took  advantage  to  devise  a  system  of  borrowing 
money  as  h(>  required  it.  Then,  as  th^  total  amount  of 
del)t  "anidly  increased,  he  had  nvourse  to  tho^e  commercial 
inventions  known  as  arrow mnij'itinn  }ii!l<:.  Th.is  form  of  bill 
do(>-;  not  represent  croods  or  other  value  received,  and  the  first 
endors(  !•  pay.-;  the  amount  named  for  the  olili-inL.--  per^^on 
who  accepts  it.     This  species  of  fraud  is  tolerated  because  it 
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is  impossihle  to  ('elect  it,  iind,  iiinrenver,  it  is  an  imapinnrv 
fraud  wliicli  only  beconies  real  if  payment  is  ultimately  re- 
fused. 

When  at  length  it  was  evidently  impossihle  to  horrow  any 
lonjrer.  whether  heeause  the  amount  of  the  do  ;  was  now 
so  greatly  increased,  or  because  Castanier  was  unable  to  pav 
the  large  amount  of  interest  on  the  afori'said  sums  .  ■  luonev, 
the  cashier  saw  bankruj)tcy  before  him.  On  making  this 
discovery,  he  decided  for  a  fraudulent  bankrupicv  rather  than 
an  ordinary  failure,  and  jtreferred  a  crime  to  a  misdemeanor. 
He  determined,  after  the  fashion  of  the  celebrated  cashier  of 
the  Royal  Treasury,  to  abuse  the  trust  deservedly  won,  and 
to  increase  the  numl)er  of  his  creditors  by  making  a  final 
loan  of  the  sum  sufTicient  to  keep  him  in  comfort  in  a  foreign 
ccuntrv  for  the  rest  of  his  days.  All  this,  as  has  been  seen, 
he  had  prepared  to  do. 

Aquilina  knew  nothing  of  the  irksome  cares  of  this  life; 
she  enioved  her  existence,  as  manv  a  woman  does,  making 
no  inquiry  as  to  wlu  re  the  money  came  from,  even  as  sundry 
other  folk  will  eat  their  buttered  rolls  untroubled  bv  any  rest- 
less spirit  of  curiosity  as  to  the  culture  and  growth  of  wheat; 
but  as  the  labor  and  miscalculations  of  agriculture  lie  on 
the  other  side  of  the  baker's  oven,  so  l)eneath  the  unap- 
preciated luxury  of  uiany  a  Parisian  household  lie  intolerable 
anxieties  and  exorbitant  toil. 

While  Castanier  was  emluring  the  torture  of  the  strain, 
and  his  thoughts  were  full  "f  the  deed  that  shoidd  change  his 
whole  life.  Aquilina  was  lyiuL'  luxuriously  back  in  a  great 
armchair  by  the  fireside,  beguiling  the  time  by  chatting  with 
her  waiting-maid.  As  frequently  happens  in  such  cases 
the  maid  had  become  the  mistn^ss"  confidante.  Jenny 
having  first  assured  herself  that  her  mistress'  ascendency  over 
Castanier  was  complete. 

"What  are  wo  t<i  do  this  ev(uring?  Tveon  seems  de- 
termined to  come."  ^Ime.  dc  la  Garde  was  saying,  as  she  read 
a  passionate  e])istle  indited  upon  a  faint  gray  notepaper. 

•Here  is  the  master  I"  said  Jenny. 
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Castanier  came  in.  Aquilina,  nowise  (lisonncertcd, 
crumpled  up  the  letter,  took  it  with  the  tongs,  axid  held  it  in 
the  flames. 

"So  that  is  what  you  do  with  your  love-letters,  it  is?"  asked 
Castanier. 

"Oh  goodness,  yes,"  caid  Aquilina;  "is  it  not  the  best  way 
of  keeping  them  safe?  Beside.*,  fire  should  go  to  tlic  fire, 
as  water  makes  for  the  river." 

"You  are  talking  as  if  it  were  a  real  love-letter, 
Naqui " 

"Well,  am  I  not  handsome  enough  to  reeeive  them?"  she 
said,  holding  up  her  forehead  for  a  kis.-.  Tliere  was  a  care- 
lessness in  her  manner  that  would  have  told  any  man  less 
blind  than  Castanier  that  it  was  only  a  piece  of  eonjugal  duty, 
as  it  were,  to  give  this  joy  to  the  cashier:  but  use  and  wont 
had  brought  Castanier  to  the  point  where  clear-sightedness 
is  no  longer  possible  for  love. 

"I  have  taken  a  box  at  the  Gymnase  this  evening,"  he  said  ; 
"let  us  have  dinner  early,  and  then  we  need  not  dine  in  a 
hurry." 

"Go  and  take  Jenny.  I  am  tired  of  plays.  I  do  not  know 
what  is  the  matter  with  me  this  evening;  I  would  rather  Slav 
here  by  the  fire." 

"Come,  all  the  same  though,  Xaqui :  T  shall  not  be  here 
to  bore  you  much  longer.  Yes.  (,)ui(|ui,  I  ;un  going  to  start 
to-night,  and  it  will  be  some  time  before  T  come  back  again. 
I  am  leaving  evervthing  in  your  charge.  Will  you  keep  vour 
heart  for  me  too?" 

"Neither  my  heart  nor  anything  else,"  she  said :  "hut 
when  you  come  back  again,  Naqui  will  still  be  Naijai  for 
you." 

"Well,  this  is  frankness.     So  vou  would  not  follow  me?" 

"No." 

"Why  not  ?" 

"Eh !  wb.y,  how  can  T  leave  the  lover  who  writes  me  such 
sweet  little  notes?"  she  asked,  pointing  to  the  blackened  scrap 
of  paper  with  a  mocking  smile. 
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"Is  thonj  ail}   trulh  in  it?"'  asked  CaManicr,       "IIavi>  you 
really  a  lover?" 

".Ui'ally:"  crii'd  .\<jiiilina  ;  ''and  liav'  yon  never  '^iven  it 
a  .serious  ihnii-ht.  dear?  'I'd  he^'in  with,  you  arc  fifty  years 
old.  Then  you  liavr  jii-t  tlic  >ort  of  fa.v  to  put  on  a  fruit, 
stall;  if  tlie  uotiian  tried  to  sell  you  for  n  punipkin.  no  one 
would  eontradiil  Ii.t.  ^'ou  pulf  and  hlou-  like  a  seal  when 
you  eouie  up-tair< :  yon,-  paiuuli  ri>es  and  fall>  like  a  .lianiond 
on  a  woman's  fonhead!  It  is  pretty  plain  that  you  ,-erved 
in  the  dra;:oons:  you  are  a  very  "u-rly-lookin;:"  old  man. 
Uddle-de-dee.  Tf  you  have  any  mind  to  keep  my  respect,  1 
recommend  you  not  to  add  imheeility  to  tlies'  (!ualiti.>s  by 
inia<,nninL'  that  such  a  ;:irl  a-^  I  a;ii  wi'll  he  eotitriit  with  your 
asthmatic  love,  and  not  look  for  youth  and  <rood  looksand 

plcasuri'  ])}■  way  of  a  varietv "'" 

"Aquilina!  you  are  !au;i!ii!i;'.  of  course?" 
"Oh,  very  wdl  ;  anl  aiv  y.,ii  no|  hiii-liini:  too?  Do  you 
take  me  for  a  foo],  tellinu'  me  that  \ou  arc  iroing  away?'  'I 
am  goin-  to  start  lo-ni-ln  V  "  >he  said,  inmiiekinir  his  tono« 
'Stuir  an.l  non>en.M.:  Would  y,,„  l,,lk  like  fliat  if  vou  wero 
really  going  from  your  Xaqui?  You  would  cry, 'like  the 
booby  that  you  are  !" 

".\ftcr  all.  if  I  go.  will  yon  follow:-"  he  a>ked. 
"Tell  me  first  whether  this  journev  of  vours  is  a  bad  ioke 
on  not."  ■        '  •' 

"Yes,  seriously.  I  am  going." 

"Well,  then,  seriously,  I  shall  stay.  A  pleasant  journev  to 
you,  my  hoy!  T  will  wait  till  vui  come  hack.  '  T  would 
."ooncr  tak(^  leave  of  life  than  take  leave  of  mv  dear  cozv 
Paris — — " 

_  "Will  you  not  come  to  Italy,  to  Xanles.  ;,nd  lead  a  pleasant 
life  there— a  ,:„Iiclo,,..  luxurious  life  with  this  stout  old 
fogy  ot  your^  who  puiiV  and  l)low>  liki>  a  m-iK'" 

.NO. 

"Fmrr/iteful  .drl !" 

'^'ngrateful?"  .he  ,.ried.   ri^in-   to  her  feef         "T  mi'-ht 
loavc  thus  hou.sc  this  moment  and  take  nothing  out  of  it  but 


T 


MELMOTII    KKCONCILEU 


3ir. 


mvself.  T  sliall  liavi-  jrivcii  you  ,ill  the  treasures  a  youni,' 
girl  can  give,  and  soiiiothinji  'Iiat  imt  every  drop  in  your  veins 
and  mine  ean  ivcr  give  me  l>ark.  If,  l)y  any  mean-;  wIiati'ViT. 
\)\  scllini:  my  liopes  of  eternity,  for  in.-tanee,  I  could  recover 
my  pa>t  sell',  liody  as  soul  (for  1  have,  perhaps,  redeemed  mv 
soul),  and  he  pure  as  a  lily  for  luy  lover,  1  would  not  hesitate 
a  moment  I  What  >ort  id"  devotion  h-.iti  rewarded  mine? 
You  ha\e  housed  and  fed  lue.  ju-l  a-  you  gi\e  a  dog  food  and 
a  kennel  hecau-e  lu'  is  a  protection  to  the  hou-e,  and  he  may 
take  kicks  whm  we  are  out  of  humor,  and  lick  our  iiaiids 
as  soon  as  we  are  pleaseil  to  call  to  him.  And  which  of  us  two 
will  hav(>  jjccii  the  more  generous?" 

"Oil!  dear  child,  do  you  not  see  that  I  am  joking?"  re- 
turned Castanier.  '"I  am  going  on  a  slmrt  journev  ;  1  shall 
not  1m'  away  for  very  long,  I'ut  come  with  me  to  the 
Oymnasc:  1  shall  start  just  liefore  midnight,  after  I  have 
had  t'me  to  sav  ''■ood-hv(>  to  vovi." 


"Poor  pet 


so    vol 


1  are  really  going,  are  you?"  she  said. 


She  put  her  arms  round  his  neck,  and  drew  down  his  head 
against  her  hodice. 

"You  are  smotherimr  me'"  cried  Castanier,  with  his  face 
huried  in  A(piilina"s  hreast.  That  damsel  turned  to  sav  in 
Jenny's  ear,  "(ci  to  T.eon.  and  tell  him  not  to  come  till  one 
o'clock.  If  you  ilo  not  find  him.  and  he  comes  here  durini; 
the  leave-taking,  keen  him  in  your  room. — Well."  she  went 
on.  Petting  free  C"a-tanier,  and  giving  a  tweak  to  the  tip  of 
his  nose,  "never  mind,  handsomest  of  seals  that  vou  are.  I 
will  go  to  the  th(\'itre  with  you  this  evening!  Rut  all  in 
good  time;  let  us  have  dinner!  There  is  a  nice  little  dinner 
for  you — just  what  you  like." 

"It  is  very  hard  to  j)art  from  such  a  woman  as  you!"  ex- 
claimed Castanier. 

"Very  well  then,  whv  do  you  go?"  a^ked  she. 

"Ah  !  why?  why?  If  T  were  to  hc<:in  to  explain  the  reasons 
why,  T  must  tell  you  thiuL's  that  would  prove  to  vou  that  I 
love  yo\i  almost  to  madne-s.  ..\h  !  if  ynu  have  sacrificed  vour 
honl^r  for  me,  T  have  sold  mine  for  you;  we  are  quits.  Is 
that  love?" 
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"What  is  all  this  about?"  sairl  she.  'Tome,  now,  proniiso 
me  that  if  I  had  a  lover  you  wouhl  still  love  me  as  a  father; 
that  would  be  love!  Come,  now,  promise  it  at  once,  and 
give  UH  your  fist  upon  it." 

"I  should  kill  you."  and  Castanier  smiled  as  he  s[)oke. 
They  sat  down  to  the  diniitT  talile,  and  went  llienee  to  the 
Gymmise.  When  the  first  part  of  the  ptrformaiiee  uas  over, 
it  occiirnMl  to  Castanier  to  show  himself  to  some  (if  hi.-;  ae- 
quaintances  in  the  linuse.  >o  as  to  turn  away  any  suspicion  of 
his  do})arlure.  He  i.ft  .Muic  de  la  (larde  in  th.'  eorntr  ])o.\ 
where  she  was  seated,  acenrdin:.'  to  her  modc-i  v.dut,  and  went 
to  walk  up  and  down  in  the  loltby.  He  had  not  .rone  tiiinv 
paces  hefort'  lie  saw  tlie  Kn^di-^iinian.  and  with  a  t-uddcli 
return  of  tlie  siekeninj:  sensalion  of  heat  t!iaf  (Uicc  ]>ffnrr  had 
vihrat.'d  throu^di  him,  and  of  the  terror  that  he  had  felt  al- 
ready, ho  stood  face  to  face  witli  Melmoth. 
"Forirer  I" 

At  the  word.  Castanier  planerd  round  at  the  people  who 
were  movini:  about  them.  lie  fancied  tliat  he  could  see 
astoni^llment  and  eurio-ity  in  tlicir  eyc^.  ;ind  wishin?  to  be 
rid  of  this  Kn^disliman  at  once,  he  raised  his  hand  to  strike 
him — and  felt  his  arm  para!y;^ed  by  soine  invisible  power 
that  sapp.  d  his  stren^nh  and  nailed  him  to  the  spot.  He 
allowed  the  stran<:er  to  take  him  by  the  arm,  and  Ihev  walked 
together  to  the  green-room  like  two  friends. 

"Who  is  strong  enr)U.Ldi  to  re^^i<t  me?"  .said  the  English- 
man, addressing  him.  "Do  you  not  know  that  ever\-niing 
here  on  earth  must  obey  me.  that  it  is  in  my  power  to  do 
everytliing?  I  read  men's  thoughts.  T  .•^e(>  the  future,  ami  T 
know  the  past.  I  am  here,  and  I  can  be  elsewhere  also. 
Time  and  space  and  distance  are  nothing  to  me.  Tlie  whole 
world  is  at  my  beck  and  call.  I  havi'  the  power  of  continual 
enjoyment  and  of  giving  joy.  I  can  >ee  throudi  walls,  di.s- 
cover  hiild(>n  treasures,  and  fill  mv  hands  with  them.  Palaces 
arise  al  rny  nod.  and  my  architect  makes  no  mistakes.  T  can 
make  all  lands  bn'ak  forth  info  blo-som.  beafi  up  their  gold 
and  precious  stones,  and  surround  my-^elf  with  fair  women 
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aril]  ever  new  faces;  evprvtIiiiiLr  i?  yi.'Mcii  up  to  niv  will.  I 
could  ^ainbU"  on  the  Stock  ivvcliait-c,  iiiid  my  -;.  .(ulntions 
would  Iji'  infiillihlc:  I,nt  a  inaii  who  ran  tiinl  tli.'  lioards  that 
misers  have  hidden  in  thi'  .arth  iKcd  imi  trouble  himself 
about  stocks,  i-'eej  the  >trciiuth  ol'  the  hand  that  ■grasps  you; 
poor  wretch,  dootned  to  shame!  Try  to  heiid  the  arm  of 
iron!  try  to  soften  the  adamantine  heart!  Fly  from  me  if 
you  dare!  '^'ou  wuuld  hear  my  voice  in  the  depth-  of  the 
caves  that  lie  uniler  the  Seitie:  you  miuhl  hide  in  the  Cata- 
conihs,  hut  would  you  not  -ee  nie  ih.re;-  Mv  voice  could  he 
heard  through  the  -onnd  (d'  the  thnmler.  my  eyes  siiinc  as 
bri<rhtly  as  the  -un.  for  1  am  the  peer  <>(  i.ucifer!" 

Castanicr  heard  the  terri'hie  word-,  atid  felt  no  protest  nor 
contradiction  within  him-elf.  I|c  walked  side  liy  side  with 
the  Knfrlishnian.  and  had  'lo  power  to  leave  inm. 

"You  ar<'  mine;  you  ha\e  ju-t  committed  ,i  erinu'.  I  have 
fo\ind  at  last  the  mat*-  whom  I  have  soiiixht.  Have  you  a 
mind  to  learn  yo\ir  de-tiny  ?  Aha  !  you  came  here  to  see  a  [day, 
and  you  shall  see  a  phiy — nay.  two.  Come.  Present  me  to 
Mine,  de  la  (;arde  as  one  of  your  hcst  friends.  Am  I  not 
your  last  hope  of  escajie?" 

Tastanier.  followed  hy  the  stranirer,  returned  to  his  bo.x ; 
and  in  accordance  with  the  order  he  had  just  received,  he 
hastened  to  introduc"  MelTnoth  to  Mme.  de  la  (iarde. 
Aquilina  seemed  to  he  not  in  the  least  >ur[)rised.  The 
En^dishman  declined  to  take  a  seat  in  front,  ami  Castanicr 
was  once  more  iie-ide  h's  mistress;  the  man's  slii:hte-t  wish 
must  !)e  obeyed.  The  last  pie.  e  was  about  to  bcirin.  for.  at 
that  time,  small  theatres  only  irave  tliree  pieces.  One  of  the 
actors  had  made  the  (Jymiune  the  fa-hion.  .inil  that  evening 
Perlet  fthe  actor  in  question)  was  to  phn-  in  a  vaudeville 
called  the  Le  CcmfiUen  d'Elaiii prs.  "n  which  he  filled  four 
different  j)arts. 

When  the  curtain  rose,  the  stranjrer  .stretched  out  his  hand 
over  the  crowded  house.  Castanier's  cry  of  terror  died 
awav.  for  the  wall-  of  his  throat   secnu'd  Lrlued  tOLrether  as 


Afc'm"'!i  •>..:■      .]  1,,  i),,,  ,.ta""    ard  'f'c  (a-liier  kiu-i 
piay  luin  ijccn  ciiani^cd  at  (he  i-.fmii-hman's  desire. 
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He  Miu  III,,  ^inii-^-iuniii  at  llic  bu]ik;  lif  saw  tlu'  Harun  do 
Nutiii^'tii  111  ((inlVn'iiiv  with  a  poliic-oiIiciT  Irum  iho  I'rc- 
fccttirc.  uhn  ua.~  inrurriiiiii,'  liiiri  of  ('a-i.tiiit'r">  imihIuiI.  cx- 
pljumii;:  tiiat  the  (a.-hur  had  aL-enndtd  with  niuiirv  laki'U 
fii  111  tlir  silV,  i,'iviiig  till-  lii.storv  ..I'  ilio  Un-'^vd  -i^riiiiliiiv. 
The  iiiroriiiation  was  put  in  untiii-:;  ilir  do(uiin.'nl  signed 
and  duly  dr-|Mi.lu.d  tu  th.^  I'liMif  I'rw-rcutor. 

"Aiv  \Vf  ill  tinic.  (In  y.)u  iliink;'"'  a-k.-d   Niiciu^Mi. 

"\c.s"  .Slid  ihc  a-vnt  nf  |pnli,,.;  -Ik.  is  al  the  (iviiiiiaso, 
and  has  no  ~ii>])ii  imi  i,{  aii\  ihin;,'."" 

Castanicr  lid-rt.d  nii  his  chair,  and  made  as  if  he  woidd 
leave  Ihc  theatre,  hut  Mrlniolir,-  hand  lay  on  hi.>  .-.huiildcr, 
ami  he  ua>  ohlipd  to  >ii  and  uaK  h  :  the  hideous  power  of 
the  man  produec'd  an  .■llV,t  hke  thai  of  iii-lninarr.  and  he 
could  not  inos.  a  linil).  Nay.  the  man  him-eif  was  the  ni^dit- 
inare:  hi-  [uv-nKv  wvi-lird  hea\iiy  on  hi-  victim  like  a 
poisoned  alnio>phei-e.  When  the  wreirhd  ca>liier  turned  to 
implore  the  l-hiLrli.-hniair.-  meny.  lie  met  iho>e  hla/iiii:  e\e.s 
that  discliar,i:ed  electric  current>,  which  pierced  thron^di  liim 
and  tran-(i\ed  him  like  dart.-  of  ^leel. 

•'What  have  I  done  to  you  r"  he  .-aid.  in  Ids  pro-irale  help- 
k'ssiie.--.  and  he  hreathed  hard  like  a  stiii:  at  the  water's  edge. 
"W  hat  do  you  want  of  me?" 

"Look  I"  criiMl  Mcliiioih. 

Castanier  lookccl  at  the  >ta-e.  'I'he  -ceiie  had  been  ehan<red. 
Tlio  play  .-eemed  to  he  o\er.  and  Castanii^r  heheld  himself 
stejipin.ir  from  the  earria.ire  with  .\i|niliiia  ;  hut  as  he  entered 
the  courtyard  of  the  liou-e  in  the  IJue  K'icher,  the  scene  apun 
was  suddenly  chan.ired.  and  he  saw  his  own  liou.-e.  Jenny  was 
chattiiiLr  iiy  the  tire  in  her  mi-tiv-s"  room  with  a  suhaltern 
oilieer  of  a  line  reLdment  then  stationed  at  Paris. 

"He  is  ,<:oi!i;:.  is  he?"  -aid  the  .-ertreant.  who  seemed  to 
belong'-  to  a  family  in  ea.-y  circum>tances ;  "I  can  In'  hapjiv 
at  my  easel  I  love  Ai|iiilina  too  well  to  allow  her  to  LelonL' 
to  thai  old  toad  I  I,  mys<df,  am  troinrr  to  marry  Mme.  de  la 
Oardel"  cried  the  serireant. 

"Old  toad  I"  Castanier  nuinnured  ])iteouslv. 
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"IIiTO  (Oinc  (he  iiiii~lrr  fiml  nii-iP--:  luilc  your>f'lf  I  Stav. 
get  in  Iicrc,  Mmisicur  I.i'kii,"  t-aul  .Icnnv.  "'I'lu'  iiiastiT  won't 
slay  here  for  vorv  ion;;." 

Castanior    watchid    tin-    -cr;:!.-!!!!     liiiic    hini-ilf    among 

A(iuilina's  ;,'()\viis  in  her  (ire— niu^-n i.      .\inio-t  iinincdiatcly 

he  liimsolf  a|i|H'ar('(l  iipon  the  ^cmc,  ami  took  have  of  liis 
niistrtfs,  who  made  run  of  lnm  m  "a.-idcs"  to  .Finnv.  wliile 
sho  uttered  the  sweetest  and  leiideffst  words  in  his  ears.  She 
wept  witli  one  side  of  lier  t'ai  e,  and  Iaii;:lie(l  with  the  other. 
Tlie  audience  called  for  an  encore. 

"Accursed  creature!"  cried  ('a.<tanier  from  his  hox. 

Aquilina  was  laui;hin;r  till  the  tear-  laiu'-  into  her  evos. 

"Goodness  !"  she  cried,  "how  funnv  I'erlfi  is  as  tlie  KfiLrlish- 


Whv  don't  vou  hui<:li?     Kv 


erv  one  else  in 


woman :     .     . 

tlie  house  is  Iau;:hing.       Lau;,'Ii,  dear  I"  she  said   to  ('asta- 
nier. 

Melmoth  burst  out  lau;;hin;:.  and  tlie  unhappy  cashier 
shuddered.  The  Kni/li.-hman's  lau^rhtcr  wrun^'  his  heart  and 
tortured  his  brain  ;  it  wa.s  as  if  a  sur^'eon  had  borod  his  skull 
with  a  red-hot  iron. 

"Lau^rhino;!  are  they  lau;,'hin^I"  stammered  C'astanii 
He  did  not  see  the  prim  Kn;;li-h  lady  whom  IVrici  wa.s 
acting:  with  such  ludicrous  clfcct.  nor  hear  the  Knudish- French 
that  had  filled  the  house  with  roars  of  huiirlitcr;  instead  of  all 
this,  he  beheld  himself  hurryini:  from  the  Rue  Richer,  hailint; 
a  cab  on  the  Bou'cvard,  har^^ainin;;  with  the  man  to  take  him 
to  Versailles.  Then  once  more  the  scene  chantred.  He 
reco<rnized  the  sorry  inn  at  the  corner  of  the  Rue  de 
I'Oranjzerie  and  the  Rue  des  Recollets,  which  was  kej)!  by  his 
old  quartermaster.  It  was  two  o'clock  in  the  mornin;:,  the 
most  perfect  stillness  j)rcvailed,  no  one  was  there  to  watch  his 
movements.  The  post-horses  were  put  into  the  cnrriasre  (it 
came  from  a  hou.se  in  tlie  .\v(>nue  de  Paris  in  which  an 
Kn;,dishman  lived,  and  had  been  ordered  in  the  foreicrner's 
name  to  avoid  raisinur  suspicion).  Castanier  saw  that  ho 
had  his  bills  and  his  passports,  stepjied  into  the  carriafo. 
and  set  out.     But  at  the  barrier  he  saw  two  g{;ndarmes  lying 


aw 
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in  uaif  fnr  llu'  c.irriaL'f  A  rrv  of  Imrnir  Inirst  from  liirti, 
bill  M.liiiotli  gavf  luiii  a  glarict'.  and  a;:ain  tlii'  smiuil  du'd  lu 
his  tlirofii. 

"Kir|i  your  pvfs  on  the  nta;,'*'.  nn<\  \«-  (jiiici  !"  said  the  HtiL,'- 
lislitnaii. 

In  anotlirr  ninnKTit  ('a-t.ini<T  -iwv  himself  llun^'  into  [  ri-uii 
at  tlif  Conci.T^'rnc:  and  in  lii.'  f  fth  art  of  the  diaina.  tri- 
titlcd  Tlir  Cdsliirr.  lie  «avv  liiin.-clf.  in  iIiht  iuomiIi,,'  linic. 
<'on(Ii'tnn('d  to  turnty  y<'ars  of  penal  s.r\  itiidf.  AL'ain  a  crv 
lirokr  from  liiin.  lli-  was  (^\po^(•(i  ii[i(iti  the  I'lacr  dii 
I'alai>(l(-.lii-ii(c.  and  ttic  cxccuiiiricr  lirandc  d  In  in  u  ilh  a  nd- 
lii't  iron,  '{'hen  laiiif  tlic  la-i  .-(■ciic  of  all  :  anions'  -ornc  >i\tv 
convicts  in  the  prison  yard  of  tlir  I'.ir.'trc.  he  was  auaitin"-  his 
turn  to  have  the  irons  rivttcd  on  ids  Imdis. 

"Dear  inc  I  f  nintiot  laiijrli  any  ni'  •■!  .  .  ."  said 
Aqnilina.  "'lOii  arc  very  .-olcrnn.  diar  In  >.  :  what  can  lie  the 
matter?     'I'he  I'cntlenian  has  ;:one." 

"A  word  with  yon.  ("a-tanier."  said  Mclmnth  when  the 
pioro  was  at  an  end.  and  the  attendant  was  fastening  Muie. 
de  hi  (Jarde',-  cloak. 

The  corridor  was  erowficd.  and  escape  impossible. 
"Very  well,  what  is  it?" 

"No  human   power  can  hinder  you   from  takintr  Aquilina 
home,  and  iroin^'  ne.xt  to  \'er>aillc.-.  there  to  he  anv'^ted  " 
"How  so?" 

"Because  yon  are  in  a  hand  that  will  never  relax  its  grasp," 
returned  the  Knglishman. 

C'astanier  loni:ed  for  the  fiowcr  to  utter  ■^nme  word  that 
should  hlot  him  out  from  among  living  men  and  hide  him 
in  the  lowest  depths  of  hell. 

"Suppose  that  the  Devil  were  to  make  a  hid  for  your  soul, 
would  you  not  f'iv?  it  to  him  now  in  cNchaiige  for  the  power 
of  (lod?  One  simrle  wonl.  and  tho^e  five  Iniridred  thousaml 
francs  shall  he  nack  in  the  Haron  dc  Xneiniren's  safe:  then 
you  can  tear  up  your  letter  of  credit,  and  all  traces  of  vour 
crime  will  !)(>  ohliti-ratr-l.  Alorcover.  vmi  would  have  '<i<M 
in  torrents      You  hardly  helieve  in  anything  perhaps?     Well, 
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if  all   this  coiiifs   |r)  jia.ss,  you   will   l..ln-vo  at    l.a-i    iu   iIih 
Divil." 

"If  it  w.Tc  only  flo^,^ill^. !"  <ahi  ( '.i^ianirr  jnvfiilly. 

"Tho  man  who  (an  do  it  ail  -i\.  ^  -..m  his  word  t"liat  it  is 
possihli'."  an-w.Tid  the  Kn;:li-hnian. 

Mclinonih,  (  a.-slaiiicr.  and  Minr,  d,-  la  l.ardo  win-  standing 
nut  in  the  r.oiilr\ard  uiu'ii  Milinoili  iMJ^-d  lus  arm.  A 
drizzlin::  rain  was  falling',  tlio  >tiv.t>  unv  muddv.  th.'  air 
was  ciosf.  iIkt''  was  lliick  darhir,,  o\,.rli,.ad ;  "hiit  in  a 
niormnt,  as  tin-  arm  was  ohim  ivi,  h.  ,|.  I'aris  was  fillrd  with 
sunlifrht  ;  it  wa.-  hi;:li  noon  on  a  hri-hl  duly  dav.  'i'la-  tnvi 
WiTv  coMTi'd  \  ith  lcu\r,:  a  .louhlr  -tivaiii  of  jovou>  holiday 
inakrr.-  -troll.  1  Ijcmalh  llu-in.  S,.|l,r>  of  rniuorieL'  water 
fhoutfd  ili.Mr  i(mA  drink-^.  S;.l,..idid  .-arria-cs  rolled  past 
alon;:  the  streets.  A  cry  of  terror  hroke  from  the  cashier, 
and  at  that  cry  rain  and  darkness  otjce  more  settled  down 
ujion  the  Boulevard. 

Mnie.  de  la  (I,..  luul  sfepiied  into  the  earria;ro.  "Do  he 
quick,  dear!"  she  e  d  ;  "either  .'onie  in  or  siav  out.  Keally, 
you  are  a.s  dull  a.s  diteli-wate.  this  evening:     — " 

"What  niiiM   I  do?"  ( 'a.-tani.-r  ii.-ke,l  ,,f  Melmoth. 
"Would  you  like  to  take  my  place?"  iiKiuired  the  Knglish- 
man. 
"Yes." 

"Very  well,  then;  I  will  l)e  nt  your  housp  in  a  few 
moments." 

"By  the  hy.  Castanier.  \nu  are  rather  olT  vonr  halanfo." 
\i|uilina  remarked.  "Tliere  i-  -,.|ii,.  nsi-ehief  hrewin-:  you 
were  (|uite  melancholy  and  Ihou-lu  fiij  all  iiiroiii:li  the  pjav. 
ho  you  want  anythiiiL'-  that   I  can  mve  \,mi.  di^ar?     Tell  u\<'." 

"T  am  waiting  till  v.e  are  at  home  to  know  whether  vou 
love  me." 

"Vou  need  not  wait  till  then."  -he  said,  tlirowinir  licr  arms 
round  his  neck.  "There I"  she  -aid.  a^  -he  ..mhrar'ed  him. 
passionately  to  all  appearance,  and  plied  him  with  t!ie  coax- 
in<r  caresses  that  are  part  of  the  husiness  (,i"  -u.'h  a  life  as 
hers,  like  stage  action  for  an  actreas. 
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"W'lioro  is  the  iiiu.-ii!'"  iiskud  Castanior. 
"Wliai  next  ?     Only  think  (if  your  heariiij;  nuisic  now!" 
"Hcavnly   nui.-ie  !"'  he  wrnt   ou.        '"The  sounds  set-ni  to 
oonic  I'ruin  ali.ivc." 

"W  hat  y  You  )iavo  always  r''fnso(l  to  give  mo  a  box  at 
tlie  !!:;licns  hriaus<'  you  could  not  abide  inusie,  and  arc  you 
turniii.ir  inusic-niad  at  this  timi'  of  day?  Mad— tliat  vou 
art'!  Tlio  nnisic  is  inside  your  own  no(hlle.  old  addle-pate!" 
siio  went  on,  as  slie  took  his  head  in  her  liands  and  rocked 
it  to  and  fro  on  her  shoulder.  '■'I'ell  nie  now,  old 
man;  isift  it  the  cricking  of  the  wheels  that  sings  in  your 
ears?" 

"Just  listen,  N'aqui!  If  the  angels  make  nuisic  for  Ood 
Almighty,  it  luust  be  such  music  as  thi.-  that  I  am  drinking 
in  at  every  pore,  rather  than  hearing.  I  do  not  know  how 
to  tell  yo\i  about  it ;  it  is  as  sweet  as  honey-water!" 

"Why.  of  cour.-e.  tliey  have  mii-U'  in  lirnven,  for  the  angels 
in  all  the  pictures  have  harps  in  their  hands,  lie  is  mad, 
upon  my  word!"  she  said  to  herself,  a-  she  saw  Casta- 
nier's  attit'Mle;  l,c  looked  like  an  opium-eater  in  a  bliss- 
ful trance. 

They  reached  the  house.  r'a^tanier.  absorbed  by  the 
thought  of  all  thai  he  had  just  heard  and  seen,  knew  not 
whether  to  believe  it  or  iio ;  he  was  like  a  •irunken  man,  and 
utterly  unable  to  think  conueriedly.  He  came  to  himself  in 
.A(uiilina*s  room,  whither  he  had  been  supported  by  the  united 
efTorts  of  his  mistress,  the  porter,  and  .lenny;  for  he  had 
fainted  as  he  .-tepped  from  the  carriage. 

"He  will  I)e  here  directly!  Oh.  my  frii/nds,  my  friends." 
he  cried,  and  he  Hung  himself  despairingly  into  "the  depths 
of  a  low  chair  beside  the  fire. 

Jenny  heard  the  bell  as  he  spoke,  and  admitted  the  English- 
man. She  aiuiouiiced  that  "a  gentleman  had  come  wh.o  had 
made  an  a]i[)oimmeii(  uidi  the  iiia.Mer."  when  Melmoth  sud- 
denly ap[ieared.  and  deep  ^ijetae  fr.How.l.  [f,,  lii,,kc(  at  i'.o 
porter-  the  porter  went;  lie  looked  at  Jenny— and  Jenny 
went  likewise. 
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'Madame,"  said  Melnioth,  turning  to  Aquilina,  "with  your 


pornii.-sKiii,  we  will  concliKlc  a  piece  f)f  iiri:ent  b 


JU.-lIU': 


lie  took  CastanierV  hand,  and  CaslaniiT  rose,  and  the  two 


men  went  into  the  drawim:-r 


nun,. 


Tlicre 


the 


l)ut   Ml 


wiis  no  litrlit  in 


tie  room, 

Tiie  gaze  of  thoM-  strange  eye.-  IkkI  left  Aijuilina  lik.'  one 
spellbound;  she  was  hclplos,  unabl-  to  take  any  thought  for 
her  lover;  moreover,  she  believed  him  (o  hv  .-afe  in  Jenny's 
room,  whereas  their  early  return  had  taken  the  .vailing- 
woman  by  surprise,  and  she  had  hidden  t!ie  ollieer  in  the 
dres.-ing-room.  It  iiad  all  happer)ed  exaeily  a.-  in  the  drama 
that  Melmofh  had  displayed  for  his  victim.  Presently  the 
house-door  was  slanuiK d  violently,  and  f'a.<tanier  reappeared. 

"What  ails  you?""  cried  the  horror-struck  Acpiilina. 

There  was  a  change  in  the  cashier's  appearance.  .\  strange 
pallor  overspread  his  once  rubicund  countenance:  it  wore  the 
peculiarly  sinister  and  stony  look  of  the  mysterious  visitor. 
The  sullen  glare  of  his  eyes  was  intolerai)!e.  the  fierce  liirht  in 
them  seemed  to  scorch.  The  nuin  wlio  had  looked  .-o  L'ood- 
humored  and  good-natured  had  suddenly  grown  tvrannical 
and  protid.  The  courtesan  though.t  lliat  Castanier  had 
grown  thinner:  there  was  a  terrible  majesty  in  his  brow:  it 
was  as  if  a  tlragon  br(>athed  fnrth  a  malignant  influence  that 
weighed  uj)on  the  others  like  a  elo-e.  heavy  atmosphere.  For 
a  moment  Aipiilina  knew  not  what  to  do. 

"What  passed  betwee-.  you  and  that  dialiolical-looking  man 
in  those  few  minutes?"  she  asked  at   lenizth. 

"I  have  sold  my  soul  to  him.  I  feel  it;  I  am  no  longer 
the  same.  IIo  has  taken  my  sr/f,  and  given  me  his  soul  in 
exchanire." 

"What  ?" 

"You  would  not  understand  it  at  all.  .  .  .  Ah  !  he  was 
right."  Castanier  went  on.  "the  fiend  was  right  !  I  see 
everything  and  know  all  things.— You  have  been  deceiving 
me  I" 

Aquilina  turned  cohl  with  terror.  Oa.stanier  lifjhtofl  a 
oandle  and  went  into  the  dressing-room.     The  unhappv  girl 
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followed  him  in  fl.izc'l  licwildcriiicrit.  iind  '^vv.ii  w;i<  lior  ;i-tnn- 
isiiniciit  wlii'ii  ( ',i-t;uiicr  iIp'W  the  (Ircs.-cs  that  hiiii^-  there 
ajid<'  and  di-riiwid  the  ^(■^l:l'ant. 

"('oiiic  out.  my  Ikiv."  ~aid  the  ca-hicr:  and.  takinijr  Loon 
by  a  hutton  of  his  (ivc'coat.  he  drew  the  niliccr  mto  his 
rootiK 

The  Pii-dnumti'M'.  hauirard  aihi  ilcspcratc  had  tlnnir  hcrsolf 
into  her  ('a~y-(  hair.  ( 'a>tani('r  scaliii  hitn-clf  on  a  sufa  i)V  the 
fire,  and  h'ft   .\i]ai!ina"s  hiver  in  a  standini:  position. 

"Voii  have  lieen  in  the  army,""  sai<l  Leon;  "I  am  readv  to 
give  you  .-satisfaction." 

"Vou  are  a  foul."  said  C'astaiiier  drily.  "1  have  no  oe- 
casion  to  fiirht.  1  could  kill  you  by  a  look  if  I  h.id  anv  mind 
to  do  it.  1  will  tell  you  wiial  it  is.  younir~ler:  whv  should  T 
kill  you?  I  can  see  red  !in(>  round  voiir  neck — the 
piiillotine  is  waitinir  for  you.  "S'es,  yim  will  end  in  the 
Place  de  Greve.  You  are  the  hend-mairs  |irn[iertvl  there 
is  no  escape  for  you.  You  helon!/  to  a  reinliin  of  the 
Carbonari.     You  are  plottini:  a'jaiii-t  the  (iovernment." 

"Vou  did  not  tell  me  that,"  cried  the  Piiflmontese,  turn- 
ing to  Leon. 

"So  you  do  not  know  that  the  Mini-ter  'leeided  this  nioni- 
ing  to  put  down  \oiir  Society -""  the  cadner  continued.  "The 
Proeureur-tienera!  has  a  li-t  nf  vmr  name-;.  You  have 
been  betrayed.  Th-y  are  bu.>y  drawing  up  the  indictment  at 
this  moment." 

"Then  was  it  you  who  betravi'd  him '"'  cried  .\(piilina.  and 
with  a  hoarse  sound  in  her  throiii  like  i  he  vroul  uf  a  ti<rres.-i 
she  rose  to  her  feet ;  she  seemed  as  if  >he  would  tear  Castanier 
in  pieces. 

"You  know  me  too  well  tn  lnjleve  it."'  Oasianier  retorted. 
Aquilina  wa-  betiumheil  by  his  ri>iilne-~. 

"Then  h'  \v  do  you  kno\v  it  r""  .-he  miirmiire<l. 

"T  did  not  know  it  until  [  went  iniu  the  drawinij-room ; 
now  T  know  it — now  1  see  and  know  all  things,  and  can  do 
all  things." 

The  ser^reant  w.a-^  overcome  ^rith  amazciuont. 
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wildest  uliiiii-:  you  -hall  iln  a-  mui  uilj  with  me.  ^'is.  ves, 
I  will  trive  Vdii  nmrc  than  Invr;  y.ai  ^llall  have  a  daiiu'lu  .•'.-; 
(k'votioii  as  well  a.-  .  .  .  iiiMliii|ihc !  \\h\  will  ynii  not  un- 
(icrstaiiil  I  After  all.  however  violent  my  ])assioiis  mav  he,  I 
shall  heyoars  fop  ever  I  What  shuuld  1  -ay  to  p-isuaije  von  ? 
I  will  invent  plea^lll•e^  .  .  .  I  .  .  .  (ireat  heavens! 
ono  moment  I  whatever  yon  shall  a.-k  of  me — to  lliii-  mv-elf 
from  the  window,  fdr  in>taii(c  yon  will  ne((l  to  ,-av  iiiit  one 
wor.i,  'Leon!"  and  I  will  plnnu'e  di.wn  into  hell.  I  would  liear 
an;,  torture,  any  pain  (d'  hody  or  ^oiil.  aiiythini:  you  migliL 
i     ,ict  upon  nie  !" 

Castanier  heard  her  with  inditl'erenee.  For  all  answer,  ho 
indicated  Leon  to  her  with  a  tirndi-h  laiiiih. 

"The  ^niillotine  is  waitinir  for  him."  he  repeated. 

''No.  no.  no!  He  shall  not  leaw  this  hoii>e.  1  will  save 
tiim  !"'  she  cried,  •'^■es:  I  will  kill  any  one  who  !av-  a  limber 
upon  him  !  Why  will  you  not  sa\e  iiim '"  >he  shrieked  aluud  ; 
her  eyes  were  Idaziiii;-.  her  hair  unhound.  "Can  vou  save 
him  ?" 

"I  can  do  everythintr." 

"Why  do  you  not  save  him?" 

"Why?"  shoiiteil  f'astanier.  and  his  voice  made  tlie  ceiling 
ring.— "Eh  !  it  is  my  reven;^v !      Doiim-  evil  is  niv  trade!" 

"Die?"  said  A((uilina;  "must  he  die.  my  lover?  Is 
it  possihle?" 

She  sf)ran,:i-  up  and  snatehed  a  -tiletio  frnm  a  ha>ket  that 
stood  on  the  eh'  '  of  drawers  and  wi'iit  to  Ca-taiiii'r,  wtio  he- 
^an  to  lauirh. 

"You  know  very  wdl  that  >teel  eatniMt   hurt  me  now " 

Ai|uilina's  arm  suddenly  dropped  like  a  -iia|i[ied  harp 
string'. 

"Out  with  you.  my  uood  friend."  >aiii  the  cashier,  turninir 
to  the  ser"eani.  "and  in>  ahoiit   vour  hu-ints.s." 
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Hi'  hcM  out  his  hand:  tiic  ..tiitT  frit  i'n.innU'r'i  superior 
power.  ;iin!  could  not  eliooM-  hut  ohev. 

"This  house  is  mill,.:  I  eould  send"  for  the  eoiiiniissary  of 
poliee  ,1    I   cho^e.  and  j;i\,,  y,,,   „,,  .,,  .,   „,.,„  „,„,  ,,.j  ,  j^j^j^j^.j^ 

himself  nn  ni.v  premise.,  bur  I  would  rather  let  vou  go;  I  am 
a  iiend.  I  am  not  a  spv." 

"I  shall  follow  him!"  said  A(]uilina. 

"Then  follow  him."   returned    Castaiiier.— -Hero.   Jenny 

Jenny  appeared. 

"Tell  the  porter  to  hail  a  onh  for  them.— Uero,  Xa,mi  " 
said  Castanier.  dn  uin-  a  l,undle  of  hank-notes  from  his 
pocket:  "you  shall  not  ^n  away  like  a  pauper  from  a  man 
who  loves  you  still." 

He  hold  out  three  hundred  thousand  franes.  Aquilina  took 
tho  notes,  flun-  them  on  the  floor,  spat  on  them,  and  trampled 
upon  them  in  a  frenzy  of  dopair. 

"We  will  leave  this  house  on  foot."  she  cried,  "without  a 
farthinj,'  of  yr,ur  monev. — reiinv.  stav  where  vou  are" 

"(iood-oveninf,'!"  answere.l  the  ea.~i,ier.  as  he  -athen.l  up 
the  notes  apim.  "I  have  eonie  ha.k  from  mv  journev.— 
Jenny,'  he  added,  iookin.tr  at  the  hewildered  waitinii-niaid, 
"you  seem  to  me  to  he  a  -oo<l  sort  <d'  -irl.  You  have  no  mi.stre.ss 
now.     (  ome  here.     This  evening'  v.-u  >hall  have  a  master  " 

Aqudina,  who  felt  safe  nowhere,  went  at  oneo  with  tho 
sergeant  to  tho  house  o{  one  of  her  friends.  But  all  Leon's 
movements  m'rv  suspieiously  watched  hv  the  polieo.  and  after 
a  time  he  and  three  of  his  friends  were  arretted.  Tho  whole 
story  may  bo  found  in  tho  now>papers  of  that  dav. 

Castanier  felt  that  h.o  had  undorirnno  a  mental  as  well  as 
a  physical  transformation.  The  Castanier  of  old  no  longer 
e.xisted— the  boy.  the  young  [.othario.  the  soldier  who  had 
proved  his  courage,  wlio  had  !)een  tricked  into  a  marriage  and 
disdlusioned.  xho  ea.-hier.  the  pa-sionate  lover  who  had  com- 
mitted a  crime  for  A.piilina's  sake.  His  inmost  nature  had 
suddenly  a,sserted  i<     If.      His  brain  had  expanded,  his  senses 


MELMOTII  IJECONTII.EI) 


327 


had  dovclnpod.  His  tliouL'lits  toniim'Iii'iKk'd  tlio  ulinlf  wnrld  ; 
he  saw  all  the  tliinj:s  of  earth  as  it'  he  had  been  rai-eil  to  .some 
high  pinnacle  ahnve  the  world. 

Until  that  eveninir  at  the  ]il,iy  he  had  loved  .\(|iiilina  to 
distraction.  Uatlier  than  give  her  up  he  wtuild  have  shut 
hi.s  eyes  to  her  infi(h'litie- ;  ami  now  all  that  hlind  pas>ion  had 
passed  away  a^  a  eloiid  \a!ii.-hc,~  in  the  suriliizht. 

Jennv  was  deliirlit  'd  to  succeed   to  her  mistress'  position 


and   fortune,  and   did   t'      cashier's  will   in   all   tliiuirs 


hut 


Castanier.  who  could  read  the  inmost  thoughts  of  the  soul, 
discovered  the  real  motive  underlying  this  purelv  phvsic.'a! 
devotion.  He  amused  himself  with  lier.  however,  like  a  luis- 
fhievous  eluld  who  gree(hly  sucks  the  juice  of  the  cherrv  and 
flings  away  tlio  .stone.  The  next  moniing  at  breakfast  time, 
when  she  was  fully  convinced  that  she  wa.-  a  ladv  aiul  the 
niistres.s  of  the  house,  Castanier  uttered  one  hv  one  the 
thoughts  that  filled  lier  mind  as  she  drank  her  cotVce. 

"Do  you  know  what  you  are  thinking,  child?"  lie  said, 
smiling.  "I  will  tell  you:  '."^o  all  that  lovely  ro-.  wood  fur- 
niture that  I  coveted  so  much,  and  the  prettv  dresses  that 
I  u.«ed  to  try  on.  are  mine  now  I  All  on  easv  terms  tliat 
Madame  refused,  I  do  not  know  why.  My  wortl  !  if  1  might 
drive  about  in  a  carriage,  have  jewels  and  pretty  thing-,  a  box 
at  the  theatre,  and  put  something  by  I  with  me  he  should  lead 
a  life  of  pleasure  fit  to  kill  him  if  he  were  not  as  stron<:  a.s 
a  Turk  I  T  never  saw  such  a  man  I' — \Va.s  not  that  just  what 
you  were  thinking."  he  went  on.  and  something  in  his  voice 
made  Jenny  turn  pale.  "Well.  ye-,  child:  you  could  not 
stand  it.  and  T  am  sending  you  away  for  your  own  good  ;  vou 
would  perish  in  the  attempt.  Come,  let  us  part  good  friends," 
and  he  coolly  dismissed  her  with  a  very  small  sum  of  money. 

The  first  use  that  Castanier  had  pnuriised  hini-elf  that  he 
would  make  of  the  terrible  power  '  .m-iit  at  the  price  of  his 
eternal  happiness,  was  the  full  and  complete  indulgence  of 
I'll  his  tastes. 

He  first  put  his  affairs  in  order,  readilv  settled  his  ac- 
count with  M.  de  Xu(ingen.  who  found  a  worthv  (ierman  tc> 
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Miccufl  iiirii.  mill  then  <lri..rinin(<l  (,ii  ;i  cjuouso  wortliv  of  the 
palim.'st  days  ..f  th.'  Ho-.mn  KMipiiv.      H,.  plntipd  into  dissi- 
pation a>  ivcklrssly  a^  l*M'Mi;iz/ar  of  nld  «,.„i  i,,  tiiat  last  frast 
in    Haiivloii.       Ijk,.    I'M.Mia/zar.    he   sav,-   .-Irarlv   thnniirl,    his 
rewls  a    ^'Icaniin-   hand    that    tracrd   his  d(„ui'i   in    letters  of 
"'^""■-  ""'   ""   'li''   iiarrnu    uali-  .,['  ih.'  lNin.|iiriini:-ehanilMT 
'""   '.'^'*'''  ''"■  ^-'-t   .-I'a<vs  ,,f  h.'aven   tlinl    Ih..  r„inhnu-  .pans.' 
ili-^  feast  was  not.  indeed,  an  or-y  ennliiicd  uiiliin  iIk    limits 
of  a   hanrpiet,  for  he  -^(|uandeivd  all   the  [.M-avr.  <<(  sntd  and 
l>'»dy     n   .■xliaiNtini:  all    the   pl,.iMire<  of  ,,,nh.     Th,'   table 
was  111  M,nie  sort  earth  it-elf.  ilie  ,.;,rih  that  tivnihied  l.-neath 
ins  feet.      His  was  the  la-t  frMJval  nf  tin-  iveki,.-.  Mirii.lt  lirift 
wh.,  ha>  thruun  all   [.riidmrr  tu  the  wind-.      'l'lH.'de\i|   had 
^nven  him  the  key  .W  tl;e  ^turehu!,.,.  ,,f  human  pk-a^nn--  he 
had  filled  and  refilled  his  hand<.  and  he  wa~  fa^t  tirarin-'tho 
bottom.      In  a   nmment   ho   had   f,lt   all   that    that   ..normons 
power  could  iieeoniplish  ;   in  a   momnu    f,,.  had  evrei-ed  it 
proved  it,  wearied  <d'  it.      What  had  hitherto  l.r,.,,  the  snm  of 
human  desires  heeame  as  iKithini:.     S(,  ufi,.,,  it  happens  that 
with  po.ssession  the  vast   po.'iry  .f  ,le-ire  must  end.  and  the 
thin.L' [los.-essed  is  seldom  the  thin-  that  we  dreamed  of. 

Beneath  [Melnioth's  oinnipoienee  hirked  ihis  iraLTical  anti- 
chma.v  of  so  manv  a  i)as>ion.  and  n.,w  the  inanitv~d'  human 
nature  was  revea  .1  to  his  successor,  to  whom  infinite  power 
brought  Nothinuness  as  a   dowry. 

To  come  to  a  clear  luider-iandin-  of  Ca-tanier's  <tran<-e 
position.  It  must  he  h„rne  m  mind  how  -nddonlv  these  rev 
ohiti.ms  of  tho„,^rh,  ,„„i  ,•„,,, „,,.  had  been  wrou-dit  •  how 
•  juickly  tlu.y  had  surveeded  eaeh  othor;  and  of  ihe>e  thin"< 
It  IS  hard  to  -iv,.  anv  i.lea  to  iho...  who  have  nover  broken 
(be  pri-on  bond,-  .u  time,  and  space,  and  di^taixv  U\<  reli- 
iion  to  the  world  witliont  ha.i  hecn  entirelv  chan-od  with  th<. 
expansion  of  hi>  faculties. 

Like  Melmoth  himself.  Ta.sfani.-r  could  travel  in  a  few 
moments  o^er  tl„.  f,.,,ile  plains  of  fndia.  eould  soar  on  the 

wniixsof  demons  above  African  d,-.rt  -pa-,..., „.  skin;  the  snr- 
laiv  ,d  the  <ea^.     The  <anic  insi^rht  that  cuid  read  the  inmost 
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I  thoughts  of  others,  coiilil  apinvlirnd  at  a  u-^lani  c  tho  naiuiv  of 

I  any  material  ol.ject.  ju>t  a-  ii^  iau:.'!it  a>  it   were  all  flavors 

I  at  once  upon  his  ton;:iic.      lie  look  his  pleasure  like  a  dct-pot  ; 

-i  a  lilou  of  the  a\e  felled  liic  tiTr  iliai  111'  tiii;^li!  eat  its  fruits. 

-  'I'he  tran>iiioii--.  the  alternations  ili;ii  inra^ure  j(n-  and  jtain, 

and  diversify  Innnaii   liappine->.  no  iMn-n-  cxi.-ird   for  iiiin. 

I  Jle  had  so  completely  irlutted  hi-  appetites  that  pleasure  must 

•  overpass  th<'  limits  of  plea-iuv  to  tickle  a  palate  cloy>-d  witli 

-;  satiety,  and  smldenly  lm-owu  fa-tidi'UN  heyond  all  niea-iiiv.  so 

thai   ordinary  plea>iires  hecame  di-ti -tefu!.      Con-cious  that 

at    will    he   \va.-   the   iiia,-ter  of  all   the   women    that    he  could 

desire,  knuwiuL'  that   his   power  was   inv-i-iiolr.   h''  did  not 

care  to  C'.xe.cise  it  ;  th^y  were  pliant  to  his  une\pn'--cd  u  i,-hes, 

to  his  most  ('\tra\a,L^:nt  caprices,  until  iie  f.^lt  a  liorrihle  tliir.M 

for  love,  and  would  hav.'  love  hevoiid  ti;(  ir  pewrr  to  Lrive. 

The  world  refu.-ed  him  not  hi  n:;- .-a  v.'  t'a!:h  mid  praver,  tho 
sootliin,;:  and  con-o!inu'  love  tli,;,  i-  not  i>(  tin-  world,  lie 
was  obeyed — it  wa>  a  horrible  jio-itinii. 

The  torrents  of  pain,  and  pleasure,  and  thoiiLrbt  that  shook 
j  his  soul  and   bis  bodily  fraim'  wi.uld   have  overuhelmed   the 

.3  strontrost  human  being:   hut    in   him   there  was  a  jiower  of 

"  vitality  jiroportioned  to  the  pouer  of  the  sensations  that  as- 

sailed him.      lie  felt  within  him  a  vairue  iinnieiHity  of  long- 
ing that  ei-.rth  could  not  >ati>fy.      lie  >pent  his  davs  on  out- 
:  sj)rcad  wings,  longing  to  traverse  the  luminous  fields  of  space 

I  to  otlier  spheres  tliat   \u    knew  afar  by  intuitive  p(>rception, 

f  a  clear  and  hopchvs  knowledge.      His  soul   dried  up  within 

\  !  him.   for   he   hungered   and    tliirste(l   after   things   that   can 

■  '"-  neither  be  drunk  nor  eaten,  but  for  which  he  couM  not  choose 

but  crave.      His  li|)s.  like  Mc'iiiotlt"s.  burned  v  ith  desire;  he 
panted  for  the  unknown,  for  iie  knew  all  thinirs. 

The  mechanism  and  the  scheme  of  the  world  was  apparent 
to  him.  and  its  working  interested  him  no  longer:  he  did  not 
long  disguise  the  jirofound  scorn  that  makes  of  ;>  man  of  ex- 
traordinary powers  a  sjihinx  who  knows  everything  and  savs 
J  nothing,  and  .^ees  all  things  with  an  unmoved  countenance. 

^  He  felt  not  the  slightest  wish  to  couimuincate  his  knowled^j 
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to  otli.T  iii.'M.  Fir  uas  ri.h  \mi1,  ;i1|  thr  uciliii  of  the  world, 
with  one  ctrnri  he  cduM  mnkr  ih,.  cjn-lr  of  ihc  ^rlohc,  jirnl 
ri(;lirs  jiiiii  i„,«rr  u,T.'  iiirMnin-lc-.  fur  him.  Ilr  fc!t  ilic 
awful  rnrl;iii,.holy  .if  ninni)M,|rii,-,..  :i  iiicliiiichnlv  which  Satiui 
and  (hmI  relieve  hy  theeMTcl-euf  mfillile  pouep  j,,  iii_V>Ierinus 

ways  knuun  tr,  them  al^Me.  (^i-iainVr  ha. I  n..t."like  his 
Ma.-ter.  the  iiieMin.Lriii.-hahle  eiier-y  of  hale  and  malice; 
he  felt  that  he  uas  a  devil,  hut  a  devil  who-c  lime  wa<  not 
yet  com:',  while  Satan  i.  a  devil  llir,.u-h  all  eleiiutv,  and 
iHMii^r  damned  heyoiid  re.len:pti.m.  ddi-ht-  to  >tir  up  tlie 
wnrld.  like  a  dung  heap,  with  his  triple  fork  and  to  thwart 
therein  the  de>i-ns  .d"  (iod.  I'.ui  Casianier.  for  his  mis- 
fortune, had  one  Inipc  |,.ft. 

If  m  a  moment  he  could  move  from  one  pole  to  the  other 
as  a  hird  springs  restlessly  from  side  to  side  in  its  engt".  when, 
like  the  bird,  he  has  er.,»c,l  l,is  prison,  he  >au   the^asV  im- 
mensity of  space  heyoml  it.     ^rhat  vision  of  the  Infinite  left 
him  for  ever  unahle  to  see  Iniiminity  and  it^  allairs  as  other 
men  saw  them.     'I'he  inseiL^ate  fo(,|.~  who  |,,n-  for  the  power 
of  the  Devil  gauge  its  desirahilitv  from  a  human  standpoint  ■ 
they  <lo  not  see  that  with  the  Devil's  power  thev  will  likewise 
assume  his  thoughis.  and  that  th.-y  will  he  douuied  to  remain 
as  meii  among  creatures  who  will  rm  lunger  understand  them. 
The  Xero  unknown  to  hi.-tory  who  dreams  of  .<ettin--  Paris 
on  fire  for  his  private  ent.Ttainmetii.  like  an  exhibition  of  a 
burning  house  on  the  i)oards  of  a  theatre.  <]nv>  not  suspect  that 
if  he  had  that  power.  Paris  would  become  for  him  as  little 
interesting  as  an  ant-heap   by   the   roadside   to  a   hurrving 
pas.ser-hy.        The  circle  of   the   >,  iences   was   for   Castanier 
something  like  a  logogripli  for  a  man  who  ,loes  not  know  the 
key  to  it.        Kings  and  (iovernments  were  despicable  in  his 

eyes.      His  great  debauch,  had  1 n  in  some  sort  a  deplorable 

farewell  to  his  life  as  a  man.  Th.'  eariii  had  irrown  too  nar- 
row for  him.  for  the  infernal  gifts  laid  bare  for  him  the 
serrets  of  creatinn-^li,.  saw  the  .-ause  and  fore-aw  its  end. 
He  was  shut  nut  from  loi  that  men  .all  "heavc-ir'  in  all 
languages  under  the  sun  ;  he  .■.)uld  no  longer  think  of  heaven. 
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Thon  he  faiiic  tn  iiii(]rr>i;iii(i  ilic  Idok  un  Ins  iircdcccs.-or'!? 
fiicc  Jiml  the  dniii.L''  up  <>['  the  lit'i'  uitlim;  ihcn  he  knew  uU 
thiit  was  iiirant  liv  the  IimiiIimI  hntu-  that  .irlcaiiinl  in  Mrlniotirs 
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the  afrony  of  a  cnntiiiiial  .-truu';.'lc  bcivMTii  luu  natures  j,'rii\ui 
to  ^'iaiit  size.  V,\rn  y\  he  uwj:\\\  be  an  aiiL:cK  and  lie  kncw 
liiinM'lf  to  1)1'  a  liciid.  His  ua-  iln'  t'ati-  •>(  a  >wit|  and  ;:i'nil(> 
CTcaturo  that  a  wizard's  ipaiirr  has  iiuprixiiicd  in  a  tnis- 
shajK'ii  form,  cntrappiiii:  it  h\  a  pad.  so  that  another's  will 
must  set  it  free  from  its  dete>i(d  envelope. 

As  a  deception  oidy  inereases  tlie  ardor  with  which  a  man 
of  really  ^rreat  nature  explores  the  infinite  of  sentiment  in  a 
woman's  heart,  .-o  Ca^tanier  awoke  to  tind  iliat  one  idea  lav- 
like  a  wti^dit  upon  his  so\il.  an  idea  which  was  jterhajis  this 
key  to  loftier  spheres.  'I'lie  very  fact  that  he  had  liartered 
away  his  eternal  hajipiness  leil  him  to  dwell  in  thou>:ht  upon 
the  future  of  those  who  pray  and  helieve.  On  the  morrow  of 
his  dehaueh,  when  he  entered  into  the  sober  possession  (d"  hi.-^ 
power,  this  idea  ma<le  him  feel  himself  a  [)risoner;  he  knew 
the  burden  of  the  woe  that  jtoets,  and  prophets,  and  "jreat 
oracles  of  faith  have  set  forth  for  us  in  such  mitrhtv  words; 
he  felt  the  point  of  the  Flanun^'  Sword  plunired  into  his  side, 
and  hurried  in  .search  of  Melmoth.  What  had  hecorne  of  his 
predecessor? 

The  Fn^jlishman  was  living  in  a  mansion  in  the  Rue  Ferou, 
near  Saint-Sulpiee — a  gloomy,  dark,  damji.  and  cold  abode. 
The  Rue  F»''rou  itself  is  (me  of  the  most  di>mal  stncts  in 
Paris;  it  has  a  north  aspect  like  all  the  streets  that  lie  at 
right  angles  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Seine,  and  the  houses  are 
in  keeping  with  thi'  site.  .\s  ("astanier  stood  on  the  threshold 
he  found  that  the  door  itself.  like  the  vaulted  roof,  was  hung 
with  black;  rows  of  lighteil  tapers  shone  briiliantlv  .as  thoui:h 
some  king  were  lying  in  ,-^tate;  and  a  (irie-t  stotid  (,n  either 
side  of  a  catafalque  that  had  been  raiM,    there. 

"ThcTc  is  no  need  to  ask  why  you  have  coii,e.  .~ir."  th.e  old 
hall  [lorter  said  to  Ca^stanler:  "you  are  ~o  lik''  nur  po.ir  dear 
master  that   is  gone.      F>ut   if  you  are  his  brother,  vou  have 
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coin''  tun  l:i*c  \<i  lii'l  liiiii  L'liiiil-liyi'.     Tlu'  isi»<(\  jrcntlf'iiian  (\\>'i\ 

ihr   Ili-lil    \u\'nn     |,l-l." 

'Mlnw  1 1  ill  111'  ilic  !-"  <  ':i -1,111  irr  ii-k('<]  of  (itn'  iif  il:c  prio.-t.-. 

"Sft  \niir  iiuMil  ,n  n-i."  >ai'l  .-iii  nlil  prii--!  :  lir  partly  rai.'icil 
as  he  ~|Mjkc  till'  li'ack  pall  that  cuvt'n'il  the  catafalinic. 

Ca-laiiii  r.  Indki'iLr  at  iiiiii.  >a\v  <>iii'  <if  tlm-c  face-;  that  faith 
ha-  iiia'lf  -iilili'iir  :  the  -'miI  -.iMiiid  tn  -hitir  iMrili  fr'niii  cvcrv 
linr  !<['  it.  liniiLiiiii:  li,i;iit  and  uarinih  for  nth- t  iim'II.  kmdlrd 
i)V  till'  iinrailiiiir  cliarity  within.  'I'hi.s  \va.s  Sir  Jolin  Mel- 
iii'iih"-  (Miii'i--(ir. 

"\'niir  lifnihcf  rnadi'  ati  I'lid  that  imTi  may  ciuy.  and  tliat 
iim-t  i-cj(iirc  the  aii'_'cl>.  l>ci  ymi  kin'u  what  joy  there  i>  in 
hea\(  II  (All-  a  -iiiiiiT  that  I'tpi'iii- !'  Ili>  iiiir>.  of  penitence, 
excited  hy  ;_mmcc.  ihiwcd  witlicnt  ci'a-iriLi":  death  alciic  cliccked 
tlieni.  The  Holy  Spirit  iluelt  in  hiiii.  Ili:^  hiiriiin.ir  word-:, 
full  of  li\cl\  faith,  wep'  worthy  of  the  I'rophi't-Kinir.  If, 
in  the  cour.-c  of  m\  life  I  ha\c  ncxcr  heard  a  more  dreailful 
(Minfe.-sion  tlian  from  the  lip-  of  thi-  Iri-h  ^rcntlcman.  1  have 
likewise  never  lieard  such  fcrxciu  and  passionate  praver^. 
However  irrcat  the  mca-uris  of  hi-  -in-  may  have  hceii.  his 
repentance  h.a-  lilhd  liie  ah\--  to  o\crllou  ini:.  The  hand  of 
(lod  was  \i-ihl\-  -irctchcd  out  aho\c  him.  for  he  was  oom- 
[tlctcly  chanu'cd.  there  \va>  >uch  lica\enly  licanty  in  his  face. 
'i"he  hard  c\e-  were  -oi'teucd  li\  tear-:  the  I'c-oiiant  voice  that 
struck  terror  into  tho-r  who  laard  it  took  the  tender  and  com- 
passionate tone-  of  iho-e  who  i liiaii-"! ves  have  passed  throiic-h 
deep  humiliation,  lie  so  ed!!icil  iho-c  who  heard  his  words, 
that  some  who  h.ad  felt  drawn  to  -ee  ilie  spoctafle  of  a 
Christian's  death  fell  on  thiir  knee-  a-  Ic  -poke  of  heavenly 
thin.irs.  and  of  the  infinite  Ldor\-  of  (led.  and  u'-ave  thanks  and 
praise  to  llim  If  he  is  Icaviiii:  no  worhily  wealth  to  his 
family,  no  fainil\  can  possess  a  'jreatc:-  li|e-<in,.'-  than  this  that 
he  surelv  L'aiiicd  for  thi-m.  a  soul  amo;vj'  the  i),essed.  who  will 
watch  over  \-ou  all  iit'.d  direct  \(Ui  in  the  path  to  heaven." 

These  Words  made  -iich  a  viviil  iinnre-sinn  ii[)on  Castanier 
that  he  instantlv  hurried  from  the  ho!;-e  to  the  Church  of 
Saint-Siilpii .'.  nhc\in.r  'aIi'!'  •■''"•!!!  he  ealled  a  decree  of  fate. 

jiciUc.'iii  .~    U  pt.  Ill  till  ci'   iiiui  ^liipeiieii    iiiiii. 
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At  tliat  tmi''.  (Ill  ctrtiiiii  iiinrniii^'<  in  the  week,  a  proncluT, 
fann'il  rnr  In-  ('|(,(|\i,ii<i'.  wa>  udiii  to  liulil  cotifrriiifc-;.  m 
the  coiir-c  (if  which  he  (Icnionstnitcd  the  inilh-  .if  the 
Catliolic  faith  fur  the  yotifh  <<{  a  L'ciicrath.n  [.rorhniiicd  to 
1)0  inditfcrfnt    in   riiatlcrs  df  lidi.  f  hv  aiinthcr  voicr  i,,.   less 

t'h)(|ii('nt  than  liis  own.     Tlic  ((mfircficc  had  I ii  jnit  (df  to  a 

later  hd'iron  account  of  MclinoinV  funeral,  m.  Ca-inni-'r  ar- 
rived just  as  the  jireat  preache-  was  epilnuiizinu'  the  proofs 
of  a  future  »  \i>tence  of  happiness  with  all  the  chaiiu  of 
('!(»( pience  and  fonc  of  expression  wliieh  liave  made  him 
famous.  '|"he  seeds  of  di\inc  dncii-inc  fell  into  a  -oil  pre- 
pared for  them  in  the  old  dra.L'oon.  into  whom  Iho  Devil  had 
glided.  Indeed,  if  tliere  is  a  plieiKHiicnnn  well  altc-ted  hy 
t'.\peri<'nee.  is  it  not  the  spiritual  phcniiiiieiidii  ennimonlv 
called  "the  faith  of  the  pea-ant"?  'I"he  >trcn-th  »(  helief 
varies  inver.-ely  with  the  amount  of  u<e  that  a  man  ha-  made 
of  his  reasonin.LT  faculties.  .Simple  peoj)lo  and  soldiers  iicloti;,' 
to  the  unreasoning  class.  Tho^e  who  have  marchc'l  through 
life  heneath  the  hanncr  of  in.- tin(  t  are  far  more  readv  to  r(>- 
ceive  tlie  light  than  minds  and  hearts  overwe.iried  with  tho 
world's  sophistries. 

Castanier  had  the  southern  temperament  :  he  had  joined 
the  army  as  a  lad  of  si.vteeii.  ami  had  fiill^wcd  the  I-"reneli 
flag  till  he  was  nearly  forty  years  old.  .\-;  a  common  trooper, 
he  had  fought  day  and  night,  and  day  after  dav.  and.  as 
in  duty  hound,  had  thought  of  his  horse  first,  and  of  himself 
afterwards.  While  he  serve(l  his  military  apprentiorship, 
therefore,  he  had  hut  little  leisife  in  which  to  reflect  on  tho 
destiny  of  man,  and  when  he  beoamo  an  oilieer  he  had  hi.^ 
men  to  think  of.  lie  had  hecn  swept  from  hattlefield  to 
battlefield,  bxit  he  had  never  thought  id"  what  e'diios 
after  death.  A  soldier's  life  does  not  demand  mndi  thinking. 
Those  who  cannot  understand  the  lofty  political  ends  in- 
volved and  the  interests  of  nation  and  nation;  who  cannot 
grasp  political  schemes  as  well  as  platis  of  eanifiaign,  and 
combine  the  science  of  the  tactician  with  that  of  the  admin- 
istrator, are  bound  to  live  in  a  state  of  ignorance;  the  most 
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boori)-li  |ir,i>.iiit  in  tlu'  nm-t  l);i(k\v;ii<l  .li~iri(t  in  I'riiico  in 
sciirolv  III  :i  unr,.f  ( ii-c,  Siuli  iinu  a-  ihi-c  htjir  llic  linmt 
of  «;ir.  \|i'li|  |ijl->i\c  nlicili.in  ,.  Id  tlic  l.iMill  lliiil  directs  tllrdi, 
Jitid  -Ink''  ilnun  thr  in.n  Lppcix  d  t,i  i|i,.|,|  ;,.  ih,.  u,.ndrnn.r 
fell.-  IiiiiIm  r  in  llir  fcr.  ,|.  \iii|rtii  |(li\-iral  .Acrlinii  is  suc- 
ceed.mI   liv  tune-  I, I'  jllertl;!,  when  tllcv   h  jijll'  llie  U;l-Ie.       'I'll.'V 

(ii:lit  iiiid  drink.  liL'iil  ;ind  .  ,ii.  i;;:lit  ;iiid  -lee|..  ihiil  thev  ni;i_v 
the  helter  deid  liiii'd  lilnu-;  till'  [MiWer-  Mt'  l!ie  liiltld  :ire  not 
^'ivallv  exefeised  in  tlii>  tiirliiileni  i-oiind  ,,t'  e\i>teiiee.  and  tlif 
cliai-aiter  js  as  >iiiip!e  a-  iHi-einfdre. 

\\  hen  the  men  who  have  >\\n\\  n  siicli  enepirv  on  the  hatlh'fii'ld 
return  t'>  nrdinar^  ei\  ilizat  i.>n.  nin>t  nj'  ihu-e  whn  have  imi 
risen  to  hi;:h  rank  .Mcni  to  have  ae<|uired  iin  ideas,  and  l<.  ha\e 
iio  a|ilitude.  no  capaeiiv.  ''  iira^fiiiiL:  inw  ideas.  'I',,  i  he  inter 
aina/eiiient  id'  a  _\oiin;.'er  ;:eneralioii,  tiid-e  who  niadi-  nur 
ariniis  .so  el,,rj,, us  and  -o  terrihie  ate  as  -nrijde  a>  ehihlren. 
and  as  s],iu-uiiied  as  a  clerk  at  his  wor-t,  and  the  ca|iiain  ot' 
a  thunderini:  Miuadron  is  -earcely  fit  to  keeii  a  nienhant's 
(la\--!iook.  Oh!  snldiers  of  this  stani|'.  thend'ore.  heiiii:  in- 
nocent of  any  attempt  to  use  their  reaMtnin<,'  faculties,  act 
xipon  their  MronKist  impulso.  CaMaiiii  r's  crime  was  one  nt' 
tho>e  matters  i|,ai  rai-e  >o  mai'V  ijUctidns.  tiiat.  in  order  to 
deiiate  ahoui  it.  a  m<irali-t  iniirht  call  for  its  "iliscussion  bv 
danst  '."  to  maki'  use  of  a  [iar!iaii<ieniar\-  eM>>-    si(»ii. 

Passion  had  connselcd  thi'  crime;  the  crueliy  irrcsistihlc 
power  of  feminine  Hitchery  had  dri\eii  him  to  commit  it; 
no  man  can  say  of  him-elf,  "I  uill  ii(\er  do  that."  wlien  a 
siren  J"ins  in  the  comhat  and  throw>  licr  sjiells  over  him. 

So  tlie  word  of  lii'e  fell  upon  a  conseicnee  newly  awakened 
to  tile  truths  of  reliunon  which  ihe  French  Hevohition  and  a 
.'Joldier'-  career  had  forced  Castanier  tn  neirlect.  Tlie  solemn 
word.-,  ••^■oll  will  he  happy  or  mi>eraMe  for  all  cternitv!" 
made  hut  the  more  terrihie  impressi,,n  ui)on  him.  hecausc  he 
had  exhausted  earth  and  shaken  it  like  a  liarren  tree;  hecaiiso 
hi.-,  dc.-iro  could  effect  all  thin,L^-.  so  thai  it  was  enoii;.--h  that 
any  ,-p(,!  in  e.artli  or  lieaven  shonld  he  furhidden  him.  and  he 
foriiiwith  thought  of  nothing  else.      Ii  it   were  allowable  tw 
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rnin|inn' »ii(  fi  uTcjit  tliiiii:-  \^iili  -nii.il  f"llii'>.  ( 'ii-taiiifp's  i>o>i- 
lion  uii-  imt  unlike  th;il  m'  ,i  Imtik'''  ulm.  fhnliriL'  tliat  hi-  iill- 
|i(iW(rful  iiiilliiiii-  (;nin"t  i>lit;iii'  fur  him  ;iii  riitraiici'  itito  thf 
.•.(icirtv  nf  thr  rinhh\.<>c.  ii,  .-t  Set  hi>  h'MPt  u|Miti  I'nii'riiii:  that 
cirrlf,  iiinl  ;ill  the  -nci.il  privih"."  ihiil  he  ii:i-  alrindv  ar- 
(|iiiri''I  .ii'i'  a-  imthiiiu'  in  hi-  r\'  ("fniii  thr  niciiiiriii  when  lio 
(li.-i-.iM'r-  ihal  a  -iiiu'li- niir  i-  hi.-kinu'- 

Hen-  \va>  a  iiiati  riinrr  [mui  rfiil  ttiaii  all  iho  kill"-  nn  oarth 
put  to^ri'thcr;  a  man  whu.  like  S,it;iti,  r»uili|  wrc-ilc  with  tlmi 
ilim-i'lf;  Iraiiiriu'  aL:aiii-i  utie  of  ihc  pillar-  in  tho  Churcli 
(if  Saint-Siilpiic.  uciirlH'il  tlnun  li\-  ihr  frrlinir-  ami  ilmnirhts 
that  <ipprc-<i(l  him.  ami  ah-drhcd  in  the  thniiirht  nf  a  I-"iitnri', 
the  -amc  tIi(iiiL'hl  that  hail  emriilfi'd  Melmnih. 

"ilf  wa';  very  happy,  wa-  Mrlmnih!"  criiil  Castanior. 
"lie  died  iti  the  eertain  kiiuu  j-dp'  that  he  would  fjo  to 
h(  aven." 

In  a  moment  the  L'reatest  pn--iMe  ehanLre  had  Keen  wnmirht 
in  the  ea-!iier">  idea-.  l-"er  -e\eral  da\-  he  had  heen  a 
ilevil,  iKiw  he  \'.;i-  iiothii)'.'  hut  a  t";.n  ;  nil  irnau'e  of  the  fallen 
.\dam,  of  the  -.■ie''ed  tradition  emIiMdied  in  all  cn-tno.LTonits. 
i'liit    while  he  li.id   ihii-   -linmk   he  rei;iined  a  irerm  of  u'reat- 

•le  — ,     he     tiad     lie.   n      .l.-.'li'd      ill     ill''     I'ltinile.        Th..     pnwer     of 

hell  had  revialed  tlie  divine  power.  He  thir-leil  for  heaven 
as  lie  had  never  tliirsled  after  the  plea-ures  of  earth,  that  are 
■=0  .-onn  e\hau-ted.      'I'he  enjovnient-  whieh  the  fiend  proini-es 

are   hut    the  elljoVi!,!  nt-    of  r;irth   en    ;     '     .L''er  -eiile.   l)Ut    to    tlie 

joys  of  heaven  there  is  no  limit,  lie  helieveil  in  (iod.  nnd 
the  spell  that  u'ave  him  the  treasures  of  the  world  wa.s  as 
nothing:  to  him  now:  the  trea-ure,-;  them-elve>  seemed  to  him 
as  eonternyitihle  as  pehhies  to  ,iti  admirer  of  diamonds:  they 
were  hut  irewL'aws  (-(unitared  with  the  eternal  L'lories  of  the 
other  life.  \  enrse  lav.  he  tlioiiL'hl.  on  all  thinL's  that  eame 
to  him  fmm  this  snunc  lie  -oimded  dark  deptlw  of  p.ain- 
ful  thou^'ht  as  he  Ii<teiied  to  the  ,-er\  iee  fierforineil  for  Mcl- 
nioth.  The  fh'rs  irn  filled  him  with  aw-;  he  felt  all  the 
'.'randeur  of  th.at  erv  of  a  repentant  -on]  tremhlinf:  hpforo  the 
Throne  of  Cod.  'Die  HmIv  Spirit,  like  ;i  devouring  tlanic, 
iSEcd  thr(; 
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TIm.'  tears  wore  fallinu  fniiii  his  eves  wlitii — ■  'Are  you  a  rela- 
tion of  tlir  dcadr""  the  lieadle  asked  liiiii. 

"I  am   lii>  heir.""  Caslanier  answered. 

■■(ii\i'  -iiiiiii!iiiiu  lor  the  rx[i('iisos  of  the  scrviei.s  I"  cried 
the  man. 

".\i>."  -aid  tlio  ea.-hier.  (The  Di'vil's  money  .iliould  not  go 
to  ihi'  ( 'hiir(  li. ) 

'■  l"(ir  I  111'  jtonr  I" 

"No." 

''For  rcjiairinu'  rh«>  Thureh  !'' 


"The  Ladv  Chapel!" 

"Xo." 

"For  th.'  sehools!" 

"No." 

C'a.-taniiT  went,  n^t  earinir  to  expn-:e  himself  to  the  sonr 
looks  tlial  \\\t'  irriiat-'d  fiiiict inniirios  ;:a\f  liini. 

Outside,  in  ilie  sirei'i.  lie  l(.'.k<'d  up  at  tlie  Cluireh  of  Sainf- 
Snlpice.  "What  made  people  Imild  the  iriant  cathedrals  T 
have  seen  in  eviTv  enniitrv'r"  he  a>ked  him-elf.  "The  feelinp: 
shan-d  so  widely  thr"U<.dieut  all  time  mu.-^t  surely  be  based 
upon  -omethin<:."" 

"SomethinLrl  I)i>  you  e;il|  (^,oii  soinrtlnng?"  cried  his  con- 
science.     "( lod  I   t  Inil  I   (Jiid  I      .      .      ." 

The  wird  was  echoed  anil  re-cidioed  b\-  an  inner  voice,  till 
it  overwhelmed  him  :  lait  his  feelinir  of  terror  subsided  as  he 
heani  sw(>er  distant  sounds  of  music  that  he  had  caucrht  faintly 
before.  Tbev  were  sinirini:  in  the  church,  he  thouLMt.  and  his 
ovcs  scanned  the  i.'reat  doorway.  Kut  as  he  listened  more 
closely,  the  sound-  poured  upon  him  froiu  all  sides;  he  looked 
round  the  s(]uare.  i)Ut  tiiere  war  no  sIlhi  of  any  nnisicians. 
'I'iie  iiielndy  brouirlit  virions  of  a  di-tant  heaven  and  far-off 
•rleams  o!'  hope:  but  it  al<o  (|uickened  the  remorse  that  had  set 
the  lost  soul  in  a  ferment.  1I(^  went  on  his  wav  thron<rh 
Paris,  walkini:  as  men  walk  who  are  crushed  beneath  the 
b'irden  of  their  snrrow.  secimr  evervthinir  with  un.seeinir  eye:?, 
loitering  like  an  idler,  stopping  without  cause,  muttering  to 
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hiiiitelf.  rari'li'SH  of  the  trallic,  luakiiiir  iin  clViirt  to  r.void  a  blow 
from  a  plank  of  tiiiilnT. 

ImjK'iTci.tililv  rrjiciitaiirc  lirmiL^hl  him  ii!h1<t  ihc  intluriico 
of  till'  diviiii'  L'raci'  iliat  .-notlir-  wliilr  it  liriii-'-  tln'  heart  so 
terrihlv.  lli>  facr  vjuiv  {i>  wmr  a  hmk  nf  Milmuiii,  somi'- 
tliirifr  ^rri'at.  witli  ■  ...iv  df  iiiaihic»  in  \\\i-  L^n■atIl(■^s — ;v 
look  of  dull  and  'lopcie^s  di  ■'•■■.-  ,  iiiimrlcd  with  the  cxritcd 
t'aircrni'-s  (d'  hn]'  :iiid.  iMiic;i;!i  ii  all.  a  _una\vin,L'-  >rn-i'  of 
loathin.ir  for  all  .  .i  ;iif  wurld  '.-an  i:ivi'.  Tlif  hnndili'-t  of 
jiravcrs  lurked  in  the  cvc-  il:-.;.  saw  with  ^lll■!i  divadl'ul  rlcar- 
ne><.  Hi-  power  was  tln'  mea-tire  i.f  hi-  aiiii'iii-h.  Ili>  hoily 
was  bout'il  down  h\-  the  fearful  -turm  that  ^h'>"'v  lii-  snul.  as 
the  tall  })iiies  heiid  l)(d'ere  the  lih,-t.  Like  his  prrdi  re--(>r.  he 
could  not  refuse  to  hear  the  harden  nf  li  fc  -.  lie  wa-  afraid  i"  die 
while  he  hore  the  yoke  of  hell.  The  torimtit  Lirew  iniuler- 
able. 

At  last,  one  niorniiii:,  he  hethoULdit  him-ijf  how  that  M"l- 
moth  (now  ainnn^'  the  hle>sed  )  had  made  the  propo-ai  <)(  an 
cxchanjre.  and  how  lliat  lio  had  aeee[)ied  it  ;  others,  doidilless, 
would  follow  !ii?  example:  for  in  an  aire  proclaimed,  hy  the 
inheritors  of  the  eloquence  of  the  father-  <if  the  Chureii.  to  he 
fatallv  indifferent  to  reliirion.  it  -linuld  !..■  ea-v  i.>  find  a  man 
who  would  accept  tiie  conditions  of  the  contract  in  order  to 
prove  its  advanla<.'es. 

"There  is  one  place  where  you  can  learn  what  kinu'^  will 
fetch  in  the  market :  where  natioi!-  are  v.ei-hcil  in  the  halaiice 
and  systems  a|i[irai-<'d  ;  where  the  \alue  ef  a  LrovcrnmenI  i- 
stated  in  terms  o\'  the  live-franc  piece:  where  iihas  and 
beliefs  have  their  [irice,  and  everythiiiLr  is  di-counted  :  where 
(iod  Himself,  m  a  manner,  herrows  mh  the  -ecuritv  of  His 
revenue  of  souls,  for  tlu  l'o|'e  has  a  rnninm:  aceniini  there. 
Is  it  not  there  that   I  should  -o  to  ;ra!lic  in  -.ail- ''" 

Castanier  went  quite  jevnu^lv  mi  '('hanire.  thinkin'_r  thai  it 
woulfl  he  as  easv  to  buv  a  soul  a-  to  invi'-t  money  in  ihe  KiunU. 
Anv  ordinary  pers(ui  wiiuld  iia\e  tVareii  ridicule,  hul  Ca-tanier 
knew  hv  experience  tliat  a  de-pera|e  man  take>  evei-ythinu' 
eeriou^lv.       A  prisoner  iviiiL'  under  sentence  (d'  death  would 
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listen  to  tlic  ninliiinii  who  .-limild  tdl  him  that  hv  prn- 
nouncinLT  r-'Wiic  Lril'lici'i.-h  he  (imhl  isc;i[h'  ihrnimh  ihi'  kry- 
hiili' ;  t'nr  >i:tl'rriM,i:  is  cnilnliui-.  jiinl  <  Hiil;,-  \n  an  idea  until  it 
fails,  a-  ih.r  swiiniiii'i-  linriii'  ahini,'  h_v  the  curri'Ht  I'lings  to  the 
lir.-niiii  that  .-najis  in  hi>  hand. 

Tiiwaril-  fniir  o'duck  that  nftiTinKni  ''astanior  anpcari'd 
ainnnir  tln'  litlh-  luidts  id'  men  \\]\()  were  transacting,^  j.rivatc 
iiii-inc-s  after  "('hanL'i'.  He  was  jM'r.-nnal!v  knnun  to  sonu'  of 
llic  hr'okrr,-- ;  and  whili'  all't'ctin^x  to  ho  ^n  soarcli  of  an  ac- 
ijiiaintaiico.  In-  niana^^cd  to  j)i(;k  up  the  currmt  go>sip  and 
rumors  of  failure 

'■('atili  mr  iifirni  iaiiiiLT  hills  for  Chiparon  \'  ('o..  my  hoy. 
The  iiank  (ollcctor  wmt  I'nund  to  return  their  acceptances 
to  them  this  ml>^nlIlL^"  said  a  fat  lianker  in  his  oiil>pi)kt'n 
way.     "i  f  }ou  have  any  of  tiieir  paper,  look  out."' 

Chijiaron  uas  in  the  hiiildinir.  in  deep  eon.-nltation  with  a 
man  well  kiie.wn  for  rhi  ruinous  rate  at  wliieh  he  lent  money. 
Castanier  went  f<irt]i'\'iih  in  search  of  t!ie  said  (^'laparon,  a 
merchant  who  had  a  rejiutation  for  lakimr  heavy  ri-k~  that 
meant  wealth  or  utter  ruin.  The  money-lender  walked  away 
as  Castanier  came  up.  A  j^'esture  i)ci rayed  the  speculator's 
despair. 

"Well.  Clajtaron,  the  !  ik  wanf-  a  liundred  thousand 
francs  of  you,  and  it  is  four  u'clock  :  the  tliintr  is  known,  and 
it  is  too  late  to  arrange  your  liitie  failure  eomfortahly,"  said 
Castanier. 

"Sir!" 

'■Speak  !ow<'r."  thi'  cashier  went  on.  "TFow  if  T  wore  to 
propose  a  piece  of  husiness  that  would  })ring  you  in  as  much 
money  as  you  rei|uire  ?" 

"It  would  not  (iischarge  my  liahilitie-;  every  business  that 
I  ever  lieard  of  wants  a  little  time  to  ^imnuT  in." 

'"I  know  of  .■ioniethitiL''  that  will  ,-ei  von  straight  in  a 
niomiml,"  answered  Castanier;  '"hut  first  vgu  would  havn 
to " 

"Do  wliat  ?" 

"Sell  your  share  of  paradise.     Tt  is  a  matter  of  husiness 
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liK>'  anvlliinir  else,  isn't  it?  We  all  In. Id  -Itaro-:  in  tlio  ijrcat 
Spcciilatioi!    if  Ktornity." 

"I  tril  V.  ;  ttiis."  >ai(l  riaparoii  anirrily,  "that  I  am  just 
the  Tiiaii  tn  Icriil  you  a  slap  in  the  face  When  a  man  is  in 
Irfnihlf,  it  is  no  time  t<i  ]i1ay  .-illv  jiil<r-  on  liini." 

"I  am  talkinL'  sorioiisly.""  >aiil  Castnnior,  and  ho  drow  a 
bundle  of  notes  from  his  ]ioeket. 

"In  the  first  jilaei\"  said  ('jnparon,  "I  am  not  poin^'  to  sell 
mv  soul  to  the  Devil  for  a  trifle  I  want  live  hundred  thou- 
sand franes  hcforc  T  strike " 

"Who  talks  of  stintimr  ynu  ?"'  a-kcd  Tastanier.  euttintr  him 
short.  "Voti  shall  have  nion-  ;:nld  than  you  eould  stow  in 
the  cellars  of  the  Rank  of  l-"ranee."' 

He  held  out  a  handful  of  note-.     That  dfcid(>d  Tlaparon. 

"Pone."  he  cried  :  "hut  how  i^  the  hariraiii  to  he  made?" 

"T.et  lis  <ro  over  yonchT.  nn  one  Is  standiiii:  there,"  said 
Castanier,  point inir  to  a  corner  of  the  court. 

Clapanui  and  his  tempter  evrhaiiu'ed  a  few  words,  with  their 
faces  turned  to  the  wall.  None  of  the  onlookers  ;.ni(^ssed  the 
nature  of  this  hy-play.  thouL;ii  their  curiosity  was  keenly  ex- 
cited hy  the  strnntre  <:estures  of  the  two  contraetinu  parti'  -. 
When  Castanier  returned,  there  was  a  sudden  outhui^t  of 
ama;^ed  exclamation.  .\s  in  the  .Xssemhly  wliere  the  least 
ev,'nt  immediately  attracts  attention,  all  faces  were  turned 
to  the  t\AO  men  who  had  caused  the  scti-ation.  and  a  shiver 
passed  throujrh  ali  beholders  at  tlie  chanire  that  had  taken 
place  in  them. 

The  men  wlio  form  the  movintr  crowd  that  fill-  the  Stock 
Exclianire  are  soon  known  to  each  other  by  siirht.  'I'liey  watch 
e;ich  other  like  players  round  a  card-table.  Some  shrewd 
oliservers  can  tell  how  a  man  will  play  and  the  condition  of 
his  excherpier  frotn  a  stirvey  of  jiis  face:  and  the  Stock  K\- 
chan^ce  is  simph'  a  va-^t  <Mrd-!.ible.  l-'very  one.  therefore,  had 
noticed  ria[)aron  and  Ta-tanier.  The  latter  (like  the  Irish- 
man before  hiTti')  had  been  mii-cnlar  and  pow(i!f\il.  hi^  eyes 
were  full  of  liuht.  hi.-  I'olnr  b.iLrh.  '!'l;c  diL'uity  and  power  in 
his  face  had  struck  awe  into  them  all  :  thev  wondered  how  old 
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Custanicr  had  cninc  l.y  ii  :  ami  iiuw  thcv  lifhrM  Ca-'  m^'.t 
'li\c>tr(l  (if  hi-  |Hp\\fr,  .-!iriini\«  !i,  w  i-inkh'il.  a;.'r(i.  aiii'  le. 

lie  had  diauii  (  la|iai'iiii  mw  (.!'  |hi'  crowd  with  tile  ci  ,y  of 
a  >i(k  man  mi  a  IVmt  lii  ;  he  had  lookcil  likf  an  opiiiin-catcr 
diuiii:^'  ih''  hri(d'  [iriMi'il  (d'  cNf  iiiiiii'iii  ilial  tin-  dnii:  can  j:ive; 
now.  oil  hi-  rriiiiii.  hi-  -I'l-inrd  lo  l,o  in  the  i-ondilion  of  utter 
o\haii-linn  in  \\i;!r!i  ilic  [laiii'iil  dn-,-  at'lcr  the  t'i'\rr  departs, 
or  to  he  -iiilVi-ini;  iVoni  !  ho  horrihlo  pro-!  ral  ion  that  t'olhtws  on 
('\c(--i\o  inihihjonco  in  iho  ddiLdii-  cd'  narcotic.-.  'I'hc  in- 
I'crna!  jM.wci'thal  had  uphchl  hini  iiiroii:rli  liis  dchau<-hc,-  liad 
Icfi  hini.  and  ihc  hody  ua-  hd't  utiaidid  and  alone  to  endure 
the  a;j"onv  of  reiiiorM'  and  ih.e  heavy  hiii'deii  of  sincere  rc- 
ji'-ntance.  (daparou"-  irouhles  e\'erv  oiie  couM  j.micss  ;  l)Ut 
('hiparoii  reaj>pcarcd.  on  the  othc!'  hand,  with  -parkiint,'  eve.-, 
holdiiiir  his  head  hi^-h  wth  the  pride  of  i.ucil'er.  'Die  crisis 
iiad  p;i--ed  from  tlic  one  man  to  the  other. 

"Now  ymi  can  drop  oil'  with  an  easy  iiiind.  old  man,"  said 
(dapai'on  to  Ca-tanier. 

■■|-"or  pil>"s  -ake,  send  for  a  cat)  and  for  a  pri(Vt  :  send  for 
the  curate  of  Saint-Sul(iice  I"  answered  the  ohi  <lraeoon,  sink- 
iiiLT  down  upon  thi'  curlistoue. 

The  wiird-  "a  prie-t"  reached  the  ears  of  .several  jH'(>pl(\  and 
produc(  d  uproariou-  jeeriiii:  amon<j-  the  -tockl)rnkers.  for  faith 
with  the.-e  gentlemen  iiieaiis  a  hejiid'  that  a  scrap  of  pa[)er 
called  a  niorti:ai;-e  re]ire,-eius  an  estate,  and  the  List  of  Fund- 
holders  is  tlieir  liihle. 

"Shall  1  have  t  line  to  repiiit !'"' said  Castanier  to  himself,  in 
a  piteous  \()ice.  that  impressed  (daparon. 

.\  cah  carried  away  the  dviiiL'  man:  the  .speeuhuor  went  to 
the  hank  at  om  e  to  meet  his  hill-;  and  the  momentary  sensa- 
tion produced  upon  the  throiin^  of  Ijii-mcr-s  men  hy  the  sudden 
(diaiije  on  the  two  faces,  vanished  like  the  furrow  cut  l)v  a 
si  up".-  keel  in  the  sea.  .\cu  -  of  tile  Lia'catest  i  III  })ortance  kept  tlu; 
attention  id'  the  world  of  commerce  on  the  alert:  and  wiien 
commercial  interests  are  ai  -laki\  Mo.-es  mi.uht  appear  with  his 
two  luminous  horns,  and  his  coniin,i:  would  scarcely  receive 
the  honor>  of  ;i   |. m.  th:'  ;■  ntlemcn  who-e  hiisiness  it   is  to 

vv;;,;_"  i:;u  ..*.iai*i,ci   iiC|'ori.>  wouiU  i:rii»''re  iiiS  c.\i.st.ijnt';C. 
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When  Olaparon  had  made  liis  payinenl^  fear  seized  upon 


mil. 


There  was  no  mistake  al)o\U  his  p(nver. 


11.'  Went  on 


"Change  apain,  ami  oiTercfi  hi.-  hargain  to  other  men  in  em- 
barrassed circiimstanees.  The  l»fvirs  homi.  "together  with 
tlie  rights,  easements,  and  priviKgcs  ai)pertaining  thereunto," 

to  use  the  expression  of  the  notary  who  sueeeeded  Claparon, 

ehanped  hands  for  the  sum  of  seven  Imndrod  thousand  fraiies. 
Tlie  notary  in  his  turn  part.-d  with  the  agreement  with  the 
Devil  for  five  liundred  thousand  francs  to  a  b  'Idiug  con- 
tractor in  dithculties,  wlio  likewise  was  rid  of  it  to  an  iron 
merchant  in  consideration  of  a  hundred  thousand  crowns. 
In  fact,  iiy  five  o'clock  people  had  ceased  to  believe  in  the 
strange  contract,  and  purchasers  were  lacking  for  want  of 
confidence. 

At  half-past  five  the  holder  of  the  bond  was  a  house- 
painter,  who  was  lounging  hy  the  door  of  the  building  in  the 
Hue  Feydean,  where  at  that  time  stockbrokers  temporarily 
congregated.  The  house-painter.  simpK'  fellow,  could  not 
think  what  was  the  matter  with  him.  He  '"felt  all  anyhow" ; 
so  he  told  his  wife  when  he  went  home. 

The  Rue  Feydeau,  as  idlers  about  town  are  aware,  is  a 
[)laee  of  pilgrimage  for  youth,  who  for  lack  of  a  mistress  he- 
stow  their  ardent  affection  upon  the  whole  se.x.  On  the  first 
floor  of  the  most  rigidly  respectable  domicile  therein  dwelt  one 
of  those  exquisite  creatures  whom  it  lias  pleased  heaven  to 
endow  with  the  rarest  and  most  surpassing  beauty.  As  it  is  im- 
possible that  they  should  all  be  duchesses  or  queens  (since 
there  are  many  more  pretty  women  in  the  world  tiian  titles 
and  thrones  for  them  to  adorn),  they  are  content  to  make 
a  stockbroker  or  a  banker  happy  at  a  fixed  price.  To  this 
good-natured  beauty,  Euphrasia  by  ri;im(\  an  unbounded 
ambition  had  led  a  notary's  clerk  to  a.*pire.  In  short,  the 
.second  clerk  in  the  oflice  of  Maitre  Crottat.  notary,  ha<l  fallen 
in  love  with  her.  as  youth  at  two-and-twenty  can  fall  in  love. 
The  scrivener  would  have  murdered  the  rop.e  and  run  amuck 
through  the  whole  sacred  college  to  procure  the  miserable 
Bum  of  a  hundred  louis  to  pay  for  a  shawl  which  had  turned 
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I-.">phrnc,a.  hca.l.  at  uhidi  jTi,-..  hvv  waitin-wornan  had 
l.ro,ms.,l  that  Kni.l,ra<ia  sIh>uM  U-  his.  The  ii.fatuatca 
youth  ualkcl  tn  arnl  fm  under  Ma.lame  Kuphrasia's  win.h.w. 
like  lh..  jM.hir  U,iy<  i„  il„  ,,•  ea-.  at  th.^  dardii,  des  Planted 
with  h,.  ri^dit  hand  thrnst  beneath  hi.  uaist.oat  in  the  region 
of  the  heart,  whidi  he  wa^  fit  to  tear  fru,,,  hi>  hosoui,  hut  as 
yet  he  had  only  wr.'nehi'd  at  the  .'histir'  of  lij.  hrace.^. 

"Whjit  ean  mh'  do  to  raise  tm  thousand  fraiK-?-'he  asked 
himsHf.     "Shall  I  make  off  with  th.-  n.on..v  that  I  must  pav 
on  the  rerristratinn  of  ,hat  eonvevanee?     {;o.k1  heaven. '  mV 
loaii  would  n,>t  ruin  the  ]mrcha,.er.  a  n,an  with  seven  millions'' 
And  then  nr.xt  day  I  would  flinj:  n.vself  at  his  feet  and  .av' 
1   have  taken  trr,  thousand  francs  helonjrinfr  to  vou    ^ir-'l 
am  twenty-two  years  of  a.ire.  and  I  am  in  love  with' Euphralia 
-that  IS  n,y  story.     My  fatlier  is  rirh.  he  will  pav  vou  hack ; 
do  not   rum  me  I     Have  not  you  yours.lf  heen 'twenty-two 
.voars  old  and   madly   in   love''       I>,ut    th.'se  he-garlv  'land- 
owners have  no  soul.. !     Uo  wotild  he  .,uite  lik.'lv  to  ^nv^  me  up 
o  t.ie  puhhe  prosecutor,   instead   of  takinj,^  pity  upon   me. 
(.ood  God.  If  ,t  were  only  possihl,.  to  sell  your"  soul  to  the 
Dt'vil.        But   there   is   neither   a    Co.]    nor   a    Devil-   it   is 
a  1  nonsense  ..ut  of  nursery  talcs  and  old  wives'  talk    '  What 
shall   1  dor" 

"If  you  have  a  nnnd  to  sell  V(.ur  soul  to  the  Devil  sir" 
sa-.d  the  hou.se-painter,  who  had  overheard  something  that  the 
clerk  let  fall,  "von  can  ha-c  the  ten  thousand  francs  " 

"And  Euphrasia!"  eri.d  th.  <lerk.  as  he  struck  a  bargain 
with  the  devd  thar  inhabited  the  house-painter. 

The  pact  concluded,  the  frantic  clerk  went  to  find  the 
shawl,  and  mounfrd  Madame  Eunhrasia's  staircase;  and  as 
(literal  V)  the  devil  was  in  him,  he  did  not  come  down  for 
twelve  days,  drowning  the  thought  of  hell  and  of  his  privileges 
in  twelve  days  of  Inve  and  riot  and  for<-etfulness  for 
which  he  had  bartered  away  all  ids  lioj.es  of  a  paradise  to 
come. 

And  in  this  ^^.■ly  the  -eer-l  of  the  vast  power  discovered  and 
'i''l""-''l  i'y  the  Iri.liman.  the  oif.pring  of  Maturin's  brain, 
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was  lost  to  itiankiii.l;  unl  tlic  vnrinur-  t)ri.'ntiilist-.  .Mv;,tu's, 
iind  ArcliivnloLnMs  \vlii>  take  an  inlcn-t  in  llifSf  nuUlt  rs  worr 
iinaWi'  to  haiiil  <l"wn  to  |MistiTity  l!u'  |)r<)|.rr  method  uf  in- 
vokiiij:  the  I'cvil.  i'>>r  the  t'nllo\vin,i:  siiIUck  ill   rra.-on.- : 

Oirtlu-  thii-trciith  (lay  aft-T  tlu-f  fr-'nzi.'d  imptials  th.' 
wrotclu'd  cli'i-k  lay  on  a  palln  l.r<l  in  a  .L'iirnt  in  hi-  masUT's 
lioiisc  ill  the  PiiU'  Saiiit-llonon''.  Shame,  the  .-Iniml  irndiless 
who  dares  not  liehohl  herx-lf.  had  taken  iK..-.-e>>i<'ii  -1'  the 
youii^'  man.  He  liad  falh'ii  ill  :  he  wouhi  mirse  hiin^elt':  ini- 
"jiidjred  till'  (jiiaiitity  of  a  remedy  devi-ed  hy  the  skill  nl  :i. 
praetitioniT  well  known  on  the  walls  of  I'aris.  and  >iieeumhed 
to  tiie  elfects  of  an  ovenlose  ,>i  mercury.  Hi.-  etirpx-  wa<  as 
hlack  as  a  mole's  back.  .\  devil  had  left  uiimi>takahle  trae^s 
of  its  passage  there;  could  it  have  lieen  A>htaroihy 

'The  cstiinahU'  vouth  to  whom  you  refer  has  lieen  earned 
awav  to  the  ])lanet  :\Iercury.""  said  the  hea<l  elerk  to  a  (lermaii 
demonologist    who   came   to    investigate    the   matter   at    first 

hand. 

"I  am  (piitc  prepared  to  l)elieve  it,"  answered  the  T.'uton. 

"Oh !" 

"Yes.  sir."  returned  the  other.  "Tlie  opinion  y^n  advance 
coineide?  witii  the  very  words  of  dacoh  i'.oelmie.  In  the 
fortv-eiglith  proposition  of  Tin'  Thrivfold  Lifi-  "f  Mmi  he  says 
that" 'if  <;od  hath  hrongiit  all  things  to  pas-  with  a  i.!:t  tiikrh 
BE.  the  I'l.XT  is  til"  secret  matrix  which  co-npreliends  and  ap- 
prehends the  nature  which  is  formed  hy  the  spirit  l>orn  of 
Mercury  and  of  God.'  " 

"What  do  you  say.  sir?" 

The  (u-rman  delivered  his  (juotatioii  afresh. 

"We  do  not  know  it."  sai.l  tln>  clerks. 

"Fiat?     ..."  said  a  clerk.     "/•';''//  lux!" 

"You  can  verifv  the  citation  for  vourselves."  -aid  the 
Gertnan.  "You  will  find  the  pas,-a,L'c  in  the  Tnvli^i'  of  the 
Threefold  Life  of  Man.  pauv  T"" :  the  .dition  wa^  puhlished 
bv  M.  Migneret  in  1809.  It  w:is  tran-lated  into  iM-eiu-h  by 
a  ])hi!o-opher  who  had  a  great  admiration   for  the   famous 
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"Oil  !  h,.  wag  a  sliofinakcr.  was  lirr"  said  the  licad  dork. 

'*]]!   Prussia,"  said  tlic  (MTinau. 

'"Did  he  u()ri<  for  ilic  Kinj,'  (if  Prussia?"  iiu|iiir('(l  a  BiRotian 
of  a  >c(iind  clerk. 

''Hf  iimst  liavf  vanipf'd  up  his  proso,"  said  a  third. 

"That  man  i.s  colossal !"  cried  the  fourth,  {loiiitin-,'  to  the 
Teuton. 

'I'hat  pnth'iiiaii,  tliouirli  a  deMionoio^rjst  of  the  first  rank, 
did  not  know  the  amount  of  devilry  to  ite  found  in  a  notary's 
clerk,  lie  w<'nt  away  without  tln^  least  idea  thai  they  were 
making'  frame  of  him,  and  fully  under  the  imi)ression  that  the 
youn^r  fellows  re.irarded   I)oehme  as  a  colossal  ,<:enius. 

"Education  is  making  strides  iii  France,"  said  he  to  him- 
sel  f . 

Paris,  May  6,  1836. 
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\fM  li'rihrrrhi'  di'  I'MiaoIu  iippciirrd  in  IS.U.  in  tlu'  third  cdi- 


llUll     (I 

ls:i'.t    :ii) 


I  lie  "SrriK's  do  In  Vic   I'rivi'c 


It   \\a-  rcprmtcii   m 


il   divided    into   four   iii-tc:id   ot'   <v\fu   ciiii;  'it-.      In 

id.  il  tMitcrcd  the  "fittuk'rf 


isi"),  witli  cliiiptcr  divisions  supin'i - 
I'hilosopliiiini's"  of  tlu-  "('oi 


nc'lv 


j)l;iv  practically  no  parts  in  any  oi'icr  i 


It-  , 

KlVc 


irincipal   charm  Icrs 


Anu'icr  ul  I 


llZcd 


'Maitrc  (Jucrin. 


thi-  -tiirv  in  his  wcll-kiinwii  drai 

/..  Chrf-iiiEui  re  Ini'iUHH  v.  as  pui)li>hcd  in  L'Artistr, 
.luly  M  and  Au^ni.-l  tl,  \>'A\,  and  the  .-aiiic  vcar  ajipcarcd  in 
the  "Ifonians  ct  Contcs  l'liih)so|dii(Hics."  la  l.'^:^  il  entered 
the  '•riliidcs  l'lulo>o|)hi(|ues"  and  in  lsi:»  the  "t'oincdic  llu- 
mainc."  The  painter  l'orl)US  has  heeii  hi^id  to  represent 
Leonardo  da  Vinci,  hut  of  course  this  is  true  only  in  a  <:cn»'ral 
way.  as  da  Vinci  and  I'oussin  were  not  conteni}ioraries. 

Lrs  M(traiiii  appearci]  in  the  In'rw  ilr  I'uris.  Deceinhcr 
IH.S'^-January  1^13:1.  with  divisions  since  su[ipre>sed.  In  1h;{4 
it  was  puhlishod  in  the  first  edition  of  the  '•Scenes  dc  la  Vic 
J'arisieniic" ;  in  IS  Ml  it  entered  the  •"( 'oiiicdy"  auion.L'  the 
'•f;tiides  ri!ilosoi)hi(im'S."  Its  characters  piay  practically  no 
parts  in  other  books.  The  reference  in  the  I'nurlh  jiara.irraph 
to  a  story  told  elsewliero  in  the  "Parisian  Scenes""  is  incorrect. 
The  correct  reference  is  to  Vol.  I.  of  the  (J'jUrres  Divcrscs — 
"ficliantillon  de  C'auserie  Franeaise."" 

El  Verdmjo  was  fir.'^t  printed  in  Iai  MoiIc.  January  'J!».  ]S-M), 
under  an  expanded  title.  In  IS:^]  it  wa-;  included  in  the 
"Kotnans  et  Contes  Philosophi(jUes"" ;  in  is.'i.")  in  the  ••f^:tudes 
I'hilosophiques";  in  ISU;  in  lli->  -Coniedv.""  Siili-eipient  ap- 
pearanees  need  not  be  noted.     Tln'  characters  do  not  reappear. 

Adieu  was  first  issued   in   /.■/   Mi'dr,  May   1")  and  dune  '>, 
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18:!0,  wiih  III)  a.Mitinii  t,,  n^  ml,.  .,,1(1  jn  throo  clmptors.     In 

ISM'v',  Willi  illM-loli-  .-llji|in--cil.  it  (.lltrlV.I,  ;|>  "Lr  |)..\,Mr 
•  ruin-    IVllilllr/'    ill,.   "S,, ■.,„•.,   ,1,.    1,1    \|,     I'liN,.,'";   Ill    !>:!:■,    \Mtil 

11.-  iHv.MTii  iiil,.,  It  lu.i-aiii,.,,ii,..,|  thr  "flimlr-  l'liilo.-o|.lii<iuts""; 
111  l>li.  It  .■iiiciv.l  th.-  '•(  ■.nil. dy."  'I'll..  .  li.iiM,  tiT.- ilu  not  re- 
aii|M.|ir.  "Adiin"  and  "i;!  W  niu.:,'.)"  .ii  ili.  ir  lirst  puliiication 
liaii   till'  cnllcctiM.  till, — ■■.Si)u\fiiir'  .S,i|,|alc-i|Ui->." 

/-'■  Uiiiuisdiuumtir,  uas  lir-t  piilili-dcl  in  tli.-  Rnui'  de 
i'ans.  I',  hniarv  V:;.  i.s;il.  It  «as  inclml.  .]  thr  ^anic  y.ar  in 
tile  "K'dni.in-  it  ('..III.-  IMiil<Ko|iliiini.-'";  i:i  \>i\r>  m  the 
"fttiidfs  l'liil..-..i)lii.|i;,-~"';  ami  in  l.sitl  in  tli.. '•( 'onitnly."  The 
cliarartiTs  (io  n.ii  ica|.|ii.ar  j 


It  is  alni.).-t  nfcillcss  to  >ay  that  tlif  j.roprirty  of  jrivin^'  tlu> 
tillf  ••I'liilosoj.liic.il  .Stu.lif.-""  t.i  the  -;ori,  ,  include!  in  tiu> 
present  vohinif  lia>  hci'ii  nui'-t  i.iiicd  an. I  .irfen.l.d.  'I'lirce  of 
the  six  were  at  lir>t  ent.Tcd  under  other  divisions  of  lialzac's 
multifarious  wntin^'.s,  wiiieh  sienis  t..  indieale  that  not  infro- 
(|Ufiitly  his  ^^oupm^r  of  his  storii's  was  faetitious.  On  the 
other  hand,  each  story  has  its  Icainiij:  idea  of  whu-h  it  niav  ho 
rejrardcd  as  an  i\po>iiion.  'I'lif  ijrst  and  second  are  .studies 
of  -eicntific  and  arti>tie  inoiioniania.  HereiHtary  taint  and 
anipstra!  pri.lc  underli.'  the  third  aii.l  fourth.  Mental  aliena- 
tion and  nientai  telepathy  ar.'  respectively  dealt  with  in  the 
hist  two.  Hut  when  all  i>  said,  it  seems  clear  that  to  most 
readers  the  hasal  i.ieas  of  these  stories  mean  less  than  the 
characters  and  situati.)ns  that  aiv  .m.  superhly  liandled  by  a 
writer  who  was  horn  a  story-telhr  rather  than  a  philosopher. 
"La  U.'chcrche  de  TAhsolu"  ha>  p'lierally  heeii  re>:arded  ati 

one  of  the  very  hest  of  Halzac\-  I k>.    H.'  himself  wn>te  to  his 

sister  tliat  he  knew  it  was  a  work  that  had  been  "f,'randly 
done.  ■  It.-  central  theme  was  in  harmony  with  his  own 
vertiginous  ambition  to  dominaie  in  every  department  of 
knowledge,   to  jiiake  all   life   his  jirovince.     Tiie  mysterioas 
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Wii>  alwiivs  attrartivf  \n  him,  .nnl  m  .~<iiii      ■!  Iii>  cirlv  iinvi 


Is 


iMhuhirlv  ill  the  lir:-t    imii   <■!'  "\..\    h.rmcr^    i" 


I'l',        111'     lUiU 

1'  lliirlv-tlvo 


haiiilli-i!  I)iiii;.'liiiu'l>  inalrnal-  uliicli  al  tin-  a„'r  <> 
lir  v\a.-  aliic  In  (iiKidiiiatr  iii  a  nia^tirlv  iiiaiiii''!".  Uiit  lie  wa.-s 
iiiiu  alili-  1(1  (Id  iihiic  lliaii  make  llahlia/ar  ri,i.'-  with  hi^ 
liMUKHiiaiiia  a  iichh'  and  [)athctic  tiL'uri'.  He  (duhl  al-K  draw 
the  jp((rt  r.iit.-  (il  a  niolhcc  and  (laii<jhlcr  udrlhv  to  li^'c  in  llu' 
\nirl(l  >  ji'alh'i'v  (if  Uddd  udnicn.  and  (nuhi  I'nrm-h  a  ^ul^K■l(■nt 
aii^ucr  to  the  dc!  raftoi's  whd  dcnv  his  [lowcr  or  will  to  depict 
exemplary  personaj^t's.  r'nrtherinorc  he  was  now  aide  lo  ^'ivf 
\\i<  characters  a  realistic  scttini:  a«  iiolahle  in  its  way  a-  the 
p-VcholoUlcal  alial\si<  to  ulllcll  thev  were  -llhjei  led.  The  old 
I'ieinish  iiousc  III  which  .Mine.  CLio  iini|erw(  nt  her  t  ra^'ic 
e\[ieriencc:  .taiids  out  with  wonderful  clearncs>;  with  (■>|ual 
lit  ariic>>  we  secin  to  hear  the  healing  of  t.'ie  woinaiiV  mafiuani- 
iiiou-  heart. 

S|)acc  IS  wanting  to  do  justice  to  lliis  i.dmirablc  nuiiance, 
and  It  inav  he  doul)te(l  uhethcr  many  of  it-  reader>  will  need 
a  critic's  guidaiHc.  'I'hey  will  surely  appreciate  iSal/.ac's 
siihtle  remarks  ahout  genius  a:id  vice,  and  ahoiit  lo\<'  and  ugly 
women.  'I'hey  will  ohserve  that  Ins  description  of  tiie  early 
married  love  of  the  ( 'lai's  and  •<(  the  hiidding  lo\es  of  Mar- 
L'aret  and  lunmanuel  is  full  of  a  c'larm  thai  i-  nothing  '•■lort 
of  e\(|iiisite.  'i'iicy  will  note  the  power  of  many  a  touch  — 
SHi  li  as  the  aiiseiicc  of  Claes  w  lien  his  u  ife  receives  the  e.\treliic 
unction.  They  will  he  imprcs.-cd  with  Margaret's  strength 
wiieiicver  she  confronts  her  father  They  will  not  he  Idind 
I"  the  art  disj)layi'd  in  tJie  pictures  drawn  of  the  old  \a'el 
and  the  scheming  notary- — the  latter  belonging  to  a  cla-s  of 
pi  r-onages  whom  Ualzac  treate(]  with  unrivaled  ^kiU.  On 
the  other  hand,  they  may  he  sli^'htly  confu-ci]  ahoiit  the  sales 
I'f  .Mine.  Claes'  diamonds  and  ah..iit  .Mare- tret'-  reinarkahle 
money  transactions.  In  siicli  toiiclies  a-  tli.  nd'iirni^hing  of 
t!ie    picture-gallery    they    will    find    traces   of   old-fashioned. 
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hapi'V-oiiil  KniiaiitiiMsin,  luit  will  ])r()bal)ly  he  noiio  tho  less 
pleased.  To  tlic  patliDS  of  the  scene  in  which  tlie  two  old  men 
are  beset  by  ilic  town  urchins  they  will  be  keenly  alive,  nor 
will  they  object  to  the  ironical  '"Kureka"'  of  the  death-chamber 
any  more  than  to  the  unexpected  eication  of  the  diamond. 
After  all.  "La  Uecherche  de  I'Absolu"  is  a  romance — not  a 
novel — and  it  is  one  of  the  noblest  romances  ever  written. 

\v\  it  forms  a  wry  curious  parallel  with  one  of  Balzac's 
most  realistic  novels.  "Kiigenie  (irandet" — a  parallel  often 
noticed,  but  si'ldom  followed  out  in  detail.  The  description 
of  the  house  at  Douai  may  be  set  against  that  of  the  house  at 
Saumur.  (irandet  ami  Haltbazar,  Mme.  (irandet  and  Mme. 
Clai_'S.  Eugenie  and  Margaret,  almost  compel  comparison.  In 
both  novels  an  agent  to  the  father's  psission  is  found  in  an  old 
servant.  Pier(|uin  suggests,  in  part  at  least.  M.  de  I^onfons, 
although  Kmniamiel  is  certainly  a  good  substitute  for  (.'harles. 
The  gossiping  provincial  society  of  both  towns  is  faithfully 
represented.  Money  and  business  calculations  are  stressed  in 
both  books,  and  the  scene  between  Claes  and  his  daughter 
with  regard  to  thi>  ducats  suggests  the  scene  between  (Jrandet 
and  his  daughter  with  regard  to  her  birtlubiy  money.  There 
arc,  of  conr.-^e.  many  points  (tf  contrast,  and  some  readers  may 
be  struck  rather  with  the  parallel  that  might  be  drawn  be- 
tween th"  decadence  of  tlu'  noble  Clai's  and  that  of  the  ignoble 
Tlulot  ('Tousine  Bette").  ]?ut  perhaps  the  main  point  to  be 
noted  is  that  although  "Eugenie  drandet"  deals  with  more 
sordid  tbeines,  it  seenis  to  some  of  us  to  be  an  even  nobler  book 
tlian  "La  IJecherche  de  r.Vbsohi."  Probably  it  is  the  sordid- 
ness  of  (Irandet  as  com]tared  with  C'lai's  that  makes  the  suf- 
ferings of  Mi!ie.  (irandet  and  Eugenie  more  moving  than  those 
of  Mme.  ('lai'>  and  ^^lI•garet.  The  riemi^h  maiden  is  stronger 
and  more  fortunate,  but  less  pathetically  attractive  than  her 
sister  of  Saumur.  ^'et  whv  coTupare  sucli  masterpieces?  Is  it 
not  better  to  honor  the  writer  who  could  produce  them? 
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"Le  f'hcl'-(r(T'uvn'  Iiiconmr"  i^;  the  iiiot^l  strictly  philo- 
-dliliical  nl'  tlu'st'  tales,  and  appeals  inort'  pinroundly  to  slu- 
(i( nts  of  art,  who  will  naturally  ^(roup  it  with  "■(iaiiibara"'  and 
"Massiniilla  Doni."'  Casual  readers  will  not  I'ail,  however,  to 
l)c  ini])ressed  by  its  slren^Mh,  and  esj)eeially  hy  a?  superb  cou- 
i-liision.  Balzae  has  seldom  eiiiploye<l  a  more  subtle  contrast 
than  that  brought  out  i)y  Freidiofer.  who  will  not  show  his 
j)i(  lure  until  the  \eiy  last,  and  I'oussin,  who  will  readily  ex- 
|in>c  hir.  living  mistress. 

The  four  stories  that  follow  have  oiu'  point  in  common — 
iheir  military  setting,  which  is  so  good  that  one  regrets  the 
unfinished  state  of  the  "Scenes  of  Military  Life.""  Each  is  a 
masterpiece  in  its  way,  although  '"Les  Marana'"  is  perhaps 
lialile  to  .some  adverse  criticism.  It  would  be  hypercritical 
to  fault  the  magnificent  first  half,  which  is  a  model  of  swift 
and  vivid  narration,  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  char- 
acter of  Diard — who,  by  the  way,  seems  to  be  a  sketch  expressly 
(K.-igned  for  subsecjuent  filling  in  l)y  Daudet — is  not  too 
abruptly  and  rather  inconsistently  developed  in  the  second 
half.  Vet,  after  all,  dramatists  and  other  novelists  and  count- 
li'.->  readers  have  i)een  justilled  in  tinding  their  ])rotit  aiui 
{)leasure  in  this  story.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  devotion 
of  La  .Marana  suggests  that  of  \autrin  in  ""Splendeurs  et 
.Miseres."'  but  it  is  soinewhat  n()tew(u-thy  tliat  in  a  single  sen- 
tence Balzac  give?  a  reniarkal)le  picture  of  Parisian  society 
atid  that  in  a  pregnant  jiassage  he  outlines  the  analytical 
novel  of  the  future. 

.\s  for  "FA  Verdugo,'"  words  seem  inadei|uate  to  deseribo 
its  strength.  To  read  it  is  never  to  forget  it.  although  one 
nuiy  legitimately  feel  that,  while  it  does  justice  to  Spanish 
jiride,  it  does  an  injustice  to  French  and  to  human  nature. 
'■.\dieu""  would  hv  absorbing  merely  ;i>  a  study  of  mental 
alienation — the  animalism  that  follows  loss  of  reason  could 
hurdly  be  more  nowerfully  portrayed,  if  indeed  the  tempta- 
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tion  of  Stciihaiiio  by  Philippe  hy  means  of  tlio  lumps  of  sugar 
ig  not   'iiorril)!!-',"  to  u::L'  Balzac's  own  epithet,   beyond  all 
limits.     Hut  "Adieu"  rii^es  to  the  supreme  heights  of  art  be- 
cause  it   c(jntaiiK-  a   .-plciidid   descri|)ti(in   i.f   tlif   passage  of 
the  Heresiua — a  subject  to  wliicli  Balzac  was  to  return  in  -Le 
Medecin  de  ('auij)agiie"*  and  in  "Autre   fttuili'  de   Fenune."* 
For  sheer  strength,  vivid  interest,  and  moving  pathos  these 
pages  are  rivaled  hy  few  in  the  entire  '•Comedy."     If  all  the 
rest  of  his  work   had   peri.-hcd,   Wv'  could   construct    Balzac's 
genius  from  this  scene  as  surely,  though  not  so  specifically,  as 
Cuvicr  coidd  construct  from  a  hone  some  prehistoric  monster. 
It  would  be  probably  an  exaggeration  to  make  a  similar  state- 
ment   witli    regard    1o   'i-f    Keiiuisitionnaire."   but   certainly 
tragic  irony  has  seldom  been  more  effectively  employed,  and 
just  as  surely  the  tale  ranks  among  the  best  short  stories  in 
literature.     One  closes  it  and  this  voiunii'  with  a  feeling  of 
wontler,  if  not  of  awe,  at  the  marvelous  power  and  versatility 
of  the  master.  W.  P.  Trent. 

*(y.  also  the  descrlpUou  of  Uic  bftttle  of  Eylp.u  in  "Le  Colonel  Chabert." 
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To  Madame  Josephine  Delannoy  nee  Doumerc. 

Madame,  may  (JotI  grant  tliat  this,  my  hook,  may  II vo  lonRor 
than  I.  for  tlicu  the  frratitinlc  wliicli  I  owe  to  yon.  iiinl  whicli  t 
lioiic  wl.;  iMiual  your  almost  matcrual  kimliu'ss  to  me.  would  last 
beyond  the  limits  prescribed  for  human  afl'ection.  Tliis  sublime 
privilege  of  prolonging  life  in  our  liearts  for  a  time  by  the  life 
of  tlie  work  we  leave  behind  us  would  bi'  (if  we  could  only  be 
sure  of  gaining  it  at  last)  a  reward  indeed  for  all  the  labor  under- 
taken by  those  who  aspire  to  such  an  Immortality.    Vet  again  1 

say— May  God  grant  it! 

De  Balzac. 


There  is  in  Douai,  in  the  Rue  de  Paris,  a  house  that  may 
be  singled  out  from  all  others  in  the  city;  for  in  every  re- 
spect, in  its  outward  appearance,  in  its  interior  arrange- 
ments, and  in  every  detail,  it  is  a  y)erfect  oxaiiiple  of  an  old 
Flemish  building,  and  preserves  all  the  characteristics  of  a 
quaint  style  of  domestic  architecture  thoroughly  in  keeping 
'.vitii  the  patriarchal  manners  of  the  good  folk  in  the  Low 
Countries.  But  before  proceeding  to  describe  the  house, 
it  may  not  be  wholly  unnecessary  here  to  enter,  on  behalf 
of  authors,  a  protest  in  favor  of  those  didactic  prelimi- 
naries for  which  the  ignorant  and  impatient  reader  has  so 
strong  a  dislike.  There  are  persons  who  crave  sensations, 
vet  have  not  patience  to  submit  to  the  intluences  which  pro- 
duce thetn  :  who  would  fain  have  flowers  without  the  seed,  the 
child  without  gestation.  Art,  it  would  seem,  is  to  accom- 
plish what  nature  cannot. 

(1) 


TllK  (ilK.sr  or  TIIK  AHSOLTTE 


It  so  hapiKiis  that  huinaii  life  in  all  its  aspoots,  wido  or 
narniw,  is  -d  intimately  foniu'ctcd  witii  architect iiro,  that  with 
a  cciiaiii  aiiM'uiit  of  nbscrvatinii  we  can  usually  rcoonstnict 
a  hy<.'(>nc  suricty  from  the  mnaiiis  of  its  jmhlie  tnonumt'iits. 
From  relics  of  iiousehold  stiiif,  we  can  imagine  its  owners 
''in  their  hahit  as  they  lived."  Arch;i'ol()f:y.  in  fact,  is  to  the 
hody  social  somewhat  as  comparative  anatomy  i-;  to  animal 
orj,'anizations.  A  com|ileti'  social  system  is  made  clear  to  us 
by  a  bit  of  mosaic,  just  as  a  whole  past  order  of  thinf,'S  is 
implied  bv  the  skeleton  of  an  iehthvosanru^.  Reholdintr  the 
cause,  we  guess  the  effect,  even  as  we  proceed  from  the  effect 
to  the  cause,  one  deduction  foHowiiig  another  until  a  chain 
of  evidence  is  complete,  until  the  man  of  -science  raises  up  a 
whole  l)ygone  world  from  the  dead,  and  discovers  for  us  not 
only  the  features  of  the  Past,  but  even  the  warts  upon  those 
features. 

Hence,  no  doid)t,  the  ])rodi,irious  interest  which  people  take 
in  descri])tions  of  architecture  so  long  as  the  writer  keeps 
his  own  idiosyncrasies  oat  of  the  te.xt  and  does  not  obscure 
the  fa(ts  with  theories  of  his  own;  for  everv  one,  bv  a 
simple  process  of  deduction,  can  call  up  the  past  for  himself 
as  he  reads.  Human  experience  varies  so  little,  that  the  past 
seems  strangely  like  the  i)re.H'nt ;  and  when  we  learn  what 
has  been,  it  not  seldom  hapi>ens  that  we  al.^o  behold  plainly 
what  shall  be  again.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  can  seldom  see 
a  i)icture  or  a  description  of  any  place  wherein  the  current 
of  human  life  has  once  flowed,  without  being  ptit  in  mind  of 
our  own  personal  experience,  our  broken  resolutions,  or  our 
blossoming  hopes;  and  the  contra.-t  between  the  present,  in 
which  our  heart's  desire  is  never  given  to  us.  and  the  future, 
when  our  wisln's  may  be  fulfilled,  is  an  inexhau>tible  source 
of  melancholy  or  delightful  I'using^.  How  is  it  that  Flemish 
art,  with  its  pictures  of  Flemish  life,  makes  an  almost  ir- 
resistible a|)peal  to  our  feelings  whenever  tlu-  little  details  are 
faithfully  rendered?  IVrhajJs  the  secret  of  the  charm  lies 
in  this^that  there  seems  less  uncertainty  and  perplexity  in 
this  mutter-of-fact  life  than  in  any  other.     Such  art  could 
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hardly  exist  witlimit  the  opulciit  roinfort  wliicli  comes  of 
a  |u-(isj)erity  of  lonj;  use  and  wont :  it  depiets  an  existence  peace- 
ful to  the  verjre  of  beatitude,  with  all  its  complicated  family 
lies  and  domestic  festivals;  hut  it  is  no  less  tlii'  expression 
of  a  tran(iui!lity  wellni<;h  monntoiKius,  of  a  ]irosj)eritv  which 
frankly  finds  its  happiness  in  self-iiidulj,'ence.  which  has  noth- 
ing left  to  wish  for,  hecause  its  evi'ry  (U'>ire  is  i,'ratified  as  soon 
as  It  is  formed.  Kven  passionate  temperaments,  that  measure 
the  force  of  life  hy  the  tumult  of  the  snuj,  cannot  see  these 
placid  pictures  and  feel  unmoved:  it  is  only  shallow  people 
who  think  that  because  the  pulse  beats  so  steadily  the  heart  is 
cold. 

The  energy  that  expends  itself  in  a  sudden  and  violent  out- 
break produces  a  far  greater  effect  on  the  popular  imagina- 
tion than  an  equal  force  exerted  slowly  and  persistently.  The 
crowd  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  patience  to  estimate  an 
enormous  power  which  is  uniformly  e.xerled ;  they  do  not  re- 
lied on  appearances;  they  arc  borne  too  swiftly  along  the 
current  of  life;  it  is  therefore  only  transcendent  passion  that 
makes  any  impression  upon  them,  and  the  great  artist  is 
most  extolled  when  he  exceeds  the  limits  of  perfection: 
-Michael  Angelo,  Bianca  Cajipello,  Mademoiselle  de  la 
Valliere,  Beethoven,  Paganini, — you  may  pass  their  names  in 
review.  It  is  only  a  rare  and  great  power  which  knows  that 
there  must  be  no  overstepping  of  the  limit  line,  that  sets  in 
the  first  place  that  (|uality  of  symmetry,  that  completeness 
which  stamps  a  perfect  work  of  art  with  the  profound  re- 
pose which  has  so  strong  a  charm  for  those  who  are  capable 
of  recognizing  it.  But  the  life  adopted  hy  this  practical 
people  is  in  all  respects  the  ideal  life  of  the  citizen  as  con- 
(•eiv(>d  of  by  the  lower  classes:  it  is  a  bourgeois  paradise  in 
which  nothing  is  lacking  to  fill  the  mcastirc  of  their  felicitv. 

A  highly  refined  materialism  is  the  distinguishing  charac- 
teristic of  Flemish  life.  There  is  something  dull,  dreary, 
and  unimaginative  about  Knglish  "comfort:"  but  a  Flemish 
interior,  with  its  glowing  colors.  i~  a  delight  to  the  eyes,  and 
there  is  a  blithe  simplicity  about  the  homeliness  of  Flemish 
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lifu ;  evidently  the  burden  of  toil  is  not  too  heavily  felt,  and 
the  toi)iie<'o-iiiiie  shows  that  the  Fleming's  have  grasped  and 
applied  the  Neapolitan  doctrine  of  far  n'u  nh\  while  a  tran- 
quil appreciation  of  art  and  beauty  in  their  surroundings 
is  no  less  evident.  In  the  temper  of  the  iieopl(\  indeed, 
there  are  two  of  the  most  essential  conditions  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  art  :  patience,  and  that  capacity  for  taking  pains 
which  is  necessary  if  the  work  of  the  artist  is  to  live;  these 
arc  pre-eminently  the  characteristics  of  the  patient  and 
painstaking  Fleming.  The  magical  splendor,  the  subtle 
beauty  of  poetry,  are  attainments  impossible  for  patience 
and  conscientiousness,  you  think?  Their  lif"  in  Flanders  must 
be  as  monotonously  level  as  the  lowlands  of  Holland,  and 
as  dreary  as  their  clouded  skies!  But  it  is  nothing  of  the 
kind.  The  power  of  civilization  has  been  brought  to  bear  in 
evcrv  direction — even  the  etfects  of  the  climate  have  been 
modified. 

If  you  notice  the  differences  between  the  products  of  various 
parts  of  the  globe,  it  surprises  you  at  first  that  the  prevailing 
tints  of  the  temperate  zones  should  be  grays  and  tawny- 
browns,  while  the  brilliant  colors  are  confined  to  tropical  re- 
gion.s — a  natural  law  which  applies  no  less  to  habits  of  life. 
But  Flanders,  with  her  naturally  brown  and  sober  hues,  has 
learned  how  to  brighten  the  naturally  fogg}-  and  sullen 
atmosphere  in  the  course  of  nuiny  a  political  revolution.  From 
her  old  lords,  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy,  she  passed  to  the 
Kings  of  Spain  and  France;  she  has  been  forced  to  seek  allies 
in  Holland  and  in  Oermany,  and  Flemish  life  bears  witness 
to  all  these  changes.  There  are  traces  of  Spanish  dominion 
in  their  lavish  use  of  scarlet,  of  lustrous  satins,  in  the  bold 
designs  of  their  ta]iestry,  in  their  drooping  feathers  and 
mandolins,  in  their  stately  and  ceremonious  customs.  From 
Venice,  in  exchange  fur  their  linen  and  laces,  they  received 
the  glasses  of  fantastic  form  in  which  the  wine  seems  to  glow 
with  a  richer  color.  From  Austria  thev  received  the  tradition 
of  the  grave  and  delib(>rnte  diplomacy  which,  to  quote  the 
pnjnilar  adage,  "made  three  steps  in  a  bushel  basket.'' 


TITK  QIKST  OF  TIIH  AHSOMTE 


Tlu'ir  tmdc  with  the  Indies  has  i)rou;4ht  thoin  in  aLiin- 
daiici.'  the  ^M'(it('«(|iR'  inventions  of  China  and  tlu'  marvels  of 
.lapan.  But  with  all  their  reee|iti\cne-s.  tlieir  [mwer  of 
ali-orhini:  evervthin,L%  of  ^nvint:  out  nnihiiii:,  and  of  patiently 
enduring  any  yoke.  Fhinders  could  hardly  lie  rcirarded  as 
aiivthiniT  i)Ut  a  Kuropean  curiosity  shop,  a  mere  confusion  of 
nalidiialities.  until  the  dixoviTy  of  tohacco  inaugurated  a 
new  era.  Then  the  national  charactiT  was  fused  and  formed 
out  of  all  tliese  scattered  elements,  and  the  features  of  the 
iir^t  Fleminjr  locked  forth  at  last  upnn  the  world  through 
a  cloud  of  tohacco-smoke.  Kver  since  that  time — no  matter 
for  their  frontiers  and  tlu'ir  lands  divided  piecemeal — there 
is  no  (juestion  f  the  solidarity  of  tlie  Flemings;  they  are  one 
nation,  thanks  to  the  tankard  and  the  tobacco-pipe. 

So  Flanders,  with  its  practical  turn,  has  constantly  as- 
similated the  intellecttial  and  nuiterial  wealth  of  its  masters 
and  neijrhhors,  until  the  country,  ori<:inall\  so  drear}'  and 
unromantic,  has  recast  its  life  on  a  model  of  its  own  choos- 
ing, acquiring  the  habits  and  manners  best  suited  to  the 
Flemish  temperament  without  apparently  losing  its  own  in- 
dividuality or  independence.  'I'he  art  of  F'landers,  for  in- 
stance, did  not  strive  after  ideal  forms;  it  was  content  to 
reproduce  the  real  as  it  had  never  been  reproduced  before. 
It  is  u.-eless  to  ask  this  country  of  monumental  poetry  for 
the  verve  of  comedy,  for  dranuuie  action,  for  musical  genius, 
for  the  holder  flights  of  the  e])ic  or  the  ode:  its  bent  is  rather 
for  experimental  science,  for  lengthy  disputations,  for  work 
that  demaiuls  time,  and  smells  somewhat  of  the  lamp.  .Ml 
their  re.H'arches  are  of  a  practical  kind,  and  must  conduce  to 
physical  well-being.  They  look  at  facts  and  see  nothing  be- 
yond them:  thought  must  bear  the  yoke  and  be  sub.sen'ient 
to  the  needs  of  life;  it  must  occupy  itself  with  realities,  and 
never  soar  above  or  beyond  them.  Their  ~'>]c  conception  of  a 
national  career  was  a  sort  of  political  thrift,  their  force  in 
insurrection  was  the  outcome  of  an  energetic  desire  to  have 
rutlicient  elbow-room  at  table  and  to  take  their  ease  beneath 
ihc  eaves  of  their  sl''ede;i. 
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It  was  this  Invc  nf  ((niifort.  top'tlicr  with  the  in(]op(^n(lont 
attitude  111'  iiiiiiil  which  is  a  n'sult  nf  pnispcrity,  that  k'd 
tlinn  lir.-t  In  f,r!  that  dr-irr  fnr  liberty  whieh.  later  on,  was 
to  set  all  lliirope  in  a  ferment.  Mnren\er.  there  is  a  rlo<rged 
tenacity  almnt  a  Flemiiiir  and  a  fixity  nf  idea  wliieh  makes 
him  ;,'rnu-  (!an;,'erniis  in  the  defence  nf  lii-  ri;.dits.  Thcv  are 
a  th(irniii:h  pen|)le:aiid  whether  it  isaijuotinn  nf  arehitpcture 
III-  furniture,  of  dykes  or  afiriciiltiire  nr  insiirreotion.  they 
mv.'r  do  thin;:s  hy  halves.  Xo  nne  can  approach  tliein  in 
anythin-:  thiT  set  them.-^elves  to  ih).  The  nianiifacturc  of 
lace,  invnlvinj.'  the  patient  cultivation  of  fhi.x  and  the  still 
ninre  patient  1  iljor  of  the  worker,  together  with  the  industry 
of  the  linen  w.  ,er,  liave  been  the  sources  of  their  wealtli  from 
one  generation  to  another. 

If  you  wished  to  paint  Stability  incarnate,  perhaps  you 
coidd  not  do  better  than  take  some  good  burgomaster  of  the 
Low  Countries  for  model ;  a  man  not  lacking'  in  iteroism,  and, 
a>  lias  often  beiMi  seen,  ready  to  die  in  his  citizen  fashion  an 
ob.xiirc  death  fnr  the  rights  of  his  Ilansa. 

But  the  grace  and  poetry  of  this  patriarchal  existence  is 
naturally  revealed  in  a  description  of  one  of  tlie  last  remain- 
ing houses,  winch  at  the  time  when  this  story  ln^gins  still  pre- 
served tile  traditions  and  the  characteristics  of  that  life  in 
Doiiai. 

Of  all  places  in  the  department  of  the  Xord,  Douai  (alas!) 
is  the  town  which  is  lieing  modernized  most  rapidly;  modern 
innovations  are  bringing  about  a  revolution  there.  Old 
i)uililings  are  disappearing  day  by  day,  old-world  ways  are 
almost  forgotten  in  the  widespread  zeal  for  social  progress. 
I)orai  now  takes  its  tone,  its  ways  of  life,  and  its  fashions 
from  Paris;  in  Douai  there  will  <o(m  ix^  little  left  of  the  old 
Flemish  tradition  save  its  assiduous  and  cordial  hospitality, 
tngeilier  with  th(>  courtesy  of  Spain.  th(>  opulence  and 
cleanliness  nf  llnjland.  The  old  brick-ltuilt  houses  are  boin^ 
replaced  by  hotels  with  white  stone  facings.  Substantial 
JJatavian  comfnrt  is  disappearing  to  make  way  for  elegant 
frivolity  imjiortcd  from  France. 
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Tho  honst'  in  wliicli  tlic  events  took  })l;U'c,  which  aro  to 
h'  ilrscrilx'd  in  the  course  of  tliis  >torv,  was  almost  half-way 
down  tho  Hue  dc  Paris,  and  lia-  home  in  Douai,  for  more 
than  two  hnndrcd  years,  tlii'  name  of  the  Mnition  Clars. 

The  \'an  (Maes  had  formerly  heen  anions'  the  most  eele- 
brat<'d  of  the  families  of  craftsmen  who  foiuided  the  eom- 
iiienial  prosperity  of  the  Xetherlands.  For  tnany  fenera- 
tions Claes  succeeded  Claes  as  the  Dean  of  the  ^'reat  and  ])ow- 
erful  (Juild  of  Weavers  in  (Ihent.  When  Ciiirles  \'.  endeavored 
to  deprive  tii(>  city  of  its  j)rivilei.'es  and  (ihent  rose  in  revolt, 
t!ie  wealthiest  of  the  Claes  found  himsidf  so  deeply  compro- 
mised lliat,  foreseeinj,'  the  inevitable  end  and  the  fate  re- 
served for  him  and  his  companions,  he  -^ent  awav  his  wife 
and  children  and  valuables  under  a  French  e-cort.  l)efore 
the  city  was  invested  by  the  Imperial  troop«.  Fvents  [iroved 
that  the  fears  of  the  Dean  of  the  (iiiild  were  ttut  too  well 
founded.  When  the  city  capitulated,  he  and  -(une  few  fellow- 
citizens  were  excepted  iiy  name  from  the  ;:eneral  amne~tv.  and 
the  defender  of  the  ri<rhts  and  privile;:es  of  (ihent  was 
hauL'td  as  a  rebel  ai,'ainst  the  Fm]iire.  The  (h^ath  of  Clacri 
and  his  companions  bore  its  fruits;  in  the  years  to  come 
these  useless  cruelties  were  to  co>t  the  Kiui:  of  Spain  the 
bi'-t  ]iart  of  the  Netherlands.  Of  all  seed  sown  on  earth. 
the  blood  of  the  martyrs  in  the  surest,  and  the  harvest  follows 
.soonest  upon  the  sowiiifr. 

While  Philip  H.  visited  the  sins  of  nnolted  ("Jhent  upon 
its  children's  children,  and  ruleil  Douai  with  a  rod  of  iron, 
the  ('laes  (whose  vast  fortunes  were  unimpaired)  connected 
thi-mselves  by  marriairc^  with  the  elder  branch  of  the  noble 
h(>u<e  of  ^^olina,  an  alliance  wliicli  repaired  the  fortunes  of 
that  illustrious  family,  and  enabled  them  to  purchas(>  l)ack 
their  estates:  and  the  broad  lands  of  Xourho.  in  the  kinir- 
dnin  of  Feon.  came  to  suj)por1  an  empty  title,  .\fter  this, 
the  course 'of  the  family  fortunes  was  siillicieritlv  uneventful 
until  the  beLMnnin<r  of  the  nineteenth  ceiiturv,  when  the  fani- 
ilv  of  Claes.  or  rather  the  Douai  branch  of  ji.  wa-  represented 
ill  the  per,-on  of  M.  Balthazar  Claes-Molina,  Count  of  .Vourho. 
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who  iirol'fiTi'il  |o  >\\]^■  hiiiisclf  simjily  I>iilili;iznr  Olacs,  0* 
all  the  \iist  uialtli  accMtiiiiliiti'il  hy  liis  ainf-tors  wlio  had  kept 
so  iiianx  liMiiiis  at  work,  ami  ^rt  in  rnoiion  so  manv  wheels  of 
coiiiiiiirce,  there  n'liiiiiiied  to  Halthaxar  an  iiieoiiie  of  about 
fifteen  thou>aii(l  livre-.  deriveil  from  laiiiled  projiertv  in  and 
aroiiml  Doiiai,  the  hon-e  in  the  Itiie  de  Paris,  and  its  furni- 
ture, whieh  wa-  W(]rlh  a  little  fortune.  As  for  tlie  estates 
in  Leon,  they  had  eau.-ed  a  lawsuit  between  Molina  of  Flan- 
ders and  Molina  n!  Spain.  The  Molina-  of  Leon  jrained  the 
day,  and  as-iiined  the  title  of  Counts  of  Xdurho,  althouj^h 
in  truth  it  belon^'ed  to  the  elder  tiraneh,  the  I'k'niish  Claed; 
but  b()ur;.reois  vanity  in  the  Bel^Nan  house  ros(,'  superior  to 
Castilian  pride. 

When,  therefore,  foriiiai  desijrnations  were  reixistered,  Bal- 
thazar Claes  put  olT  tlu"  rai,'s  of  Spanish  nobility  to  shine 
with  all  the  lu>tre  of  his  descent  from  eitizeiis  of  (Jhent.  The 
instinct  of  patriotism  was  so  stnmir  in  thi>  exiled  fatuilies.  that 
until  the  very  end  of  the  eij:hteenth  century  the  Claes  re- 
nuiiiu'd  faithful  to  family  traditions,  manners,  and  customs. 
They  only  married  into  the  most  strictly  hourijeois  families, 
re(iuirinj:  a  certain  number  of  aldermen,  biir^^oniasters,  or 
the  like  civic  di^niitaries  amonu-  the  ancestors  of  the  bride- 
elect  before  receiving'  her  amonL'  them.  Now  and  then  a  Claes 
would  seek  a  wife  in  Bru^^es  or  (llient.  or  as  far  awav  as  Liej^e, 
or  even  in  Holland,  that  .-o  the  donu'stic  traditions  might 
be  kept  Uj).  Titeir  circle  becatiie  Lrradually  more  and  more 
restricted,  until  towards  the  end  (d'  the  last  centurv  it  was 
limited  to  some  seven  or  ei;:ht  families  of  municipal  nobilitv, 
wearers  of  he.ivy-haiiixinir,  toi:a-like  cloak-;,  who  condiined  the 
di.irnified  ,;:ravity  of  the  nuiiri-t  rate  with  that  of  the  Spanish 
grandee,  and  whos(>  manner  of  life  ami  hahit.s  were  in  har- 
mony with  their  appearance.  The  family  of  Chios  was  looked 
on  by  the  rest  of  the  citizens  with  a  kind  of  awe  that  was  al- 
most superstitious.  The  unswerving  loyaltv.  the  spotless  in- 
tegrity of  the  Claes.  together  with  their  staid,  impressive  de- 
meanor unde."  all  circumstances,  had  given  rise  to  a  sort 
of  legend  .if  tlie  Clae>.  and  the  "Maison  Claes"  was  as  much 
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an  institutinn  in  tlic  city  as  thr  l''rt('  ilf  (layiint.  Tlic  sipirit 
of  (lid  Fliindcrs  >cimii((1  to  fill  \hv  old  lioiise  in  the  Rue  dc 
I'aris.  in  wliiili  lover-  of  nmnicipal  antifjiiity  wnuM  find  a 
licrfcct  f'xarnplt'  of  tlif  iiiiiirctcniiiiiL;  houses  which  the  wealthy 
bur^'hers  of  the  Middle  .\i.'es  hiiill  for  theinsi'ives  to  dwell  in. 

'I'hi-  principal  adornini'nt  f  lli<'  liou-e  front  was  the  j.'roat 
doorwii\  with  its  foldi?ii,'  leaves  of  oak.  studded  with  larfro 
nails,  arrunfred  in  (froups  of  five;  in  the  centre  the  ("lacs  had 
proudly  carved  their  arms,  two  spindles  conjoined.  The 
pointed  archway  was  (d'  sand>lone.  and  was  snrniountiHl  by 
a  little  statuette  of  St.  (ieiievieve  with  her  s[)indle.  set  in  ii 
sort  of  shrine  with  a  cross  above  it.  'I'he  delicate  carvinj.' 
about  the  shrine  and  the  (b>orway  had  irrowii  sonu'what  darker 
l)y  the  lapse  of  time;  but  so  carefully  had  it  been  kept  by  the 
owners  of  the  hnnse,  that  every  detail  was  visiblt<  at  a  ])ii«s- 
iii^'  ^'lanco.  The  clustered  shafts  in  the  jandjs  on  either  side 
the  doorway  had  preserved  their  dark  irray  color,  and  shone 
as  if  their  surfaces  had  been  j)olished.  The  windows  were  all 
alike.  The  sill  was  su[)ported  by  a  richly-earved  bracket,  the 
window  frame  was  of  white  stone  and  in  the  form  of  a  cross, 
so  that  the  window  it.<elf  was  divided  into  four  unetjual  parts, 
the  two  lower  li^dits  bein<r  nearly  twice  the  size  of  the  upper. 
Each  of  the  upper  divisions  wa.s  surmounted  by  an  arch, 
which  spranp  from  the  heisrht  of  the  central  mullion.  Those 
arches  consisted  of  a  triple  row  of  bricks,  each  row  juttinjr 
out  above  the  one  beneath  it  by  way  of  ornament;  the  bricks 
in  each  row.  monH>ver,  alternately  projected  and  receded 
alx'ut  an  inch,  so  as  to  form  a  sort  of  checkered  pattern.  The 
small  lozen^'e-shaped  panes  were  set  in  exceedingly  slender 
reticulating  bars,  which  were  painted  red. 

For  the  sake  of  added  strenurth  a  course  of  white  stone  was 
built  at  intervals  into  th(>  brick  walls,  which  were  jointed  with 
white  mortar,  and  the  corners  of  the  house  were  constructed 
of  white  stone  ipioins. 

There  were  two  windows  on  the  ground  floor,  one  on  either 
side  of  the  door,  five  in  the  first  story,  and  but  three  in  the 
second,  while  the  third  immediatelv   beneath  the  roof  was 
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Ii;rlilcil   l.y  ;i   -.iii^rli'  ciniiliir  wiinlnw,  iliMdrd    nn  i   five  f..iii 
partiiicii!-,  nriil   t'nc.'il  with  siiiKl.-tniir,     'I'liis  uiml-iw  \v,i»  ,ct 
ill  till-  (■■iitr"'  iif  tlic  j:al)I('  !iko  a  ni.'C  wimluw  ii\.  r  the  an  hcil 
^'alcua\  nf  a  catlicdnil. 

'I'iii'  wiallicHMM  k  (III  the  riilu'i'  of  ih,-  roof  was  a  -!>  mlli' 
fillid  witli  (lax.  The  two  sido  of  tli,.  ^r,-,.,,,  lmMc  ':•'-<■  -irp- 
Mi>c  from  tlif  hci^'lit  of  th,.  fir>t  -torv,  and  al  llii^  .'.,■] lartiiitr 
'oiiit  n  ^TotcMiiir  L'arjrovlc  on  ciMicr  side  dKrhari/i  d  the  rain- 
uMIcr  from  the  ^^ulicrs.  All  round  the  l)a-c  of  tin'  house 
tlKTf  ran  a  iirojcciini:  course  of  siiidstonc  liki-  a  -tt'p. 
Finally,  on  ciihrr  side,  lirtwicti  iIh'  window  and  llir  door  lav 
a  trap-door,  luavily  iioinid  and  Inn.L'cd  with  iron  r-i  r^dl-work, 
u  relic  of  the  <lays  of  vore. 

liver  since  I'le  house  had  hem  hiiilt  the  front  h)id  lieen 
carefully  scoured  twici'  „  year;  not  a  |iartii!e  of  rnorl.n-  ainc 
loose  or  fell  out  hut  was  imnuMliately  replaced.  The  eo-iliest 
inarlilcs  in  Paris  are  not  kept  so  clean  and  so  free  from 
dust  as  tlie  wiiidow-hars,  sills,  and  outside  stnnowork  of  tins 
l-'lcniisli  (iwclliiii:.  'j'lie  whole  hou-e  front  was  in  perfect 
preservation.  Tlie  (olor  of  the  Mirface  of  the  hrick  nii^'ht  he 
somewhat  darkened  hy  time  imt  it  wa-  ns  carefully  kept  ns 
an  old  picture  or  .-(une  i)ook-lover"s  cherished  folio, — treasures 
that  would  never  irrow  old  were  it  not  for  tlie  noxious  gases 
distilled  l»y  our  atinos])herc.  which  no  le-s  threaten  the  lives 
of  their  owners.  The  clouded  skies  of  Flanders,  the  damp- 
ness of  the  climate,  the  ah^eiice  of  liirht  oi  air  cau.sed  hy  the 
somewhat  narrow  street,  soon  dimmed  the  irlorics  of  this 
jH'riodically  renewed  cleanliness,  and,  moreover,  gave  the 
lioiise  a  dreary  and  de[)ressing  look  A  poet  would  have  wel- 
comed a  few  hlades  of  gra-s  in  the  openwork  of  the  little 
shrine,  and  >ome  mosses  on  the  surface  of  the  sandstone:  he 
ini::!it  ha\c  wished  for  a  cleft  or  crack  lure  and  there  in  those 
two  orderly  row>  of  hricks,  so  that  a  swallow  might  find  a 
j)lace  in  whi.li  to  build  her  nest  heneath  the  red  triple  arches 
of  ihc  windows.  There  was  an  excessive  neatness  and 
smoothness  ahoiii  the  house  front,  worn  with  repeated  semir- 
ings; an  air  of  sedate  jirophety  and  of  grim  respectability 
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uliM  !i  u.Mild  h;i\f  (Irivt'ii  ii  IJimiJinti''  writer  iMit  nf  tho  nppo- 
-I'lC  iinii-c  it'  he  lull  liiMii  so  ill  ailvi-  (1  an  In  take  up  hi-*  aliodc 
!  ill-re. 

When  a  visitiir  had  imllcd  the  wrniitrht-imn  hcll-haitdie 
tlia;  liiiiiL'  hy  fill'  -^idi'  nf  the  diior,  and  a  maid  ^iTvaiit   t'l'mii 

-iiirir    imiiT    rt-;.'li)Il    had    i»]irtlrd    till'    llclVV     t'liM  i  tlLrdmir^.    IIk'V 

fi  !1  111  aL'aiii  with  a  clan;,'  that  (■(■hurd  up  iiiiu  tji"  lul'lv  rniif 
111'  a  urrat  paved  ^'ailcrv.  and  diid  .iwav  in  rnunif  tnurniiir^ 
llii'-'iu'li  iIh-  li.iii-c,  ViMi  wiiuld  liavr  lliiiiiLdit  thai  tlif  dnim 
had  lit'i'ii  uiadi'  of  iiriiti/i'.  Kroui  tln'  ^.MlIiTy.  which  wa-^  al- 
ua\-  (III'!,  with  it^  wall-  painted  to  ri'-cndijc  niarhlc,  and 
it-  jMScii  tloor  >trcwii  wiih  line  -and.  vnu  enlcrcd  a  iariro 
Mpiari'  inner  court  |>aved  with  '_'!a/ed  tile-  nl'  a  u'rcctii-h  culur. 
'I'll  the  left  lay  the  kitchen-,  laniidrv.  and  -er\aiit-'  hall;  to 
lite  riLdit  the  wood-hoiin(i.  the  coal-cellar-,  and  variou-:  of- 
tiee-,  j-'.vcry  window  and  dnor  wa-  ornanienied  with  carviiiir, 
uhieli  wa^  kept  exipiisitely  >potle-s  and  free  from  du-t.  The 
uliole  place  was  shut  in  hy  four  red  wall-  -Iripi  d  wnh  har-  nf 
uliiie  -tniie.  so  that  the  (jayliirht  which  penetrated  into  it 
-limed  in  its  passage  to  take  a  faint  red  tint,  which  was  ro- 
ilnied  i)y  every  fijrure,  and  lmvc  a  mv-terious  eharni  and 
yiraiiL'c  unfamiliar  look  to  every  lea<t  detail. 

On  the  further  side  of  thi-  cnurtvard  -toml  that  portion  of 
;',  •  limiM'  in  which  the  family  li\ed,  the  ijU'irfii  r  il-'  ilfrrilre, 
:i-  they  call  it  in  Flanders,  a  huildinir  exactiv  -iinilar  to 
the  line  facing:  the  street.  'I'he  lirst  mom  on  the  u'roiind 
tl'i'ir  was  a  parlor  liu'hted  hy  four  windows:  two  looked  nut 
upMii  the  courtyard,  and  two  upon  a  jjarden.  a  -^pace  of 
'jTiiUnd  about  as  larf,'e  as  that  on  which  the  hou-e  was  iniilt. 
Acicss  to  this  jrarden  and  to  the  courtyard  wa.s  irivcn  hv  two 
■  iptio-ite  udass  doors,  which  occupied  the  same  rolativp  posi- 
'ii'H  as  the  street  door:  so  that  as  soon  as  a  stranL'er  entered. 
ill  •  whole  house  lay  iM'fore  him.  as  well  as  a  distant  vi-ta  of 
tile  irreenery  at  the  further  end  of  the  irarden  hevnnd  it. 

\'i>itors  were  received  in  that  portion  of  the  house  which 
li'i'ked  mit  upon  tlie  street,  and  -traiiircrs  wen-  lod^'ed  in 
apartments  in  the  second  storv ;  hut  thoiiLrli  thes(i  room^  eon- 
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tained  work?:  of  art  and  oostly  fiiriiitiinv  tlioro  \va^  nothiiii? 
which,  in  the  ryes  of  Chios  himself,  could  he  coin|iannl  with 
the  art  troasuros  tliat  fiiiod  the  rooms  which  hail  been  the 
centre  of  family  life  for  centuries,  and  a  discernini,^  taste 
would  liave  confirmed  his  judirment.  Tho  historian  should 
not  omit  to  record  of  the  (Maes  who  died  for  tho  cause  of 
freedom  in  (ihent.  that  he  had  accumulated  nearly  fortv  thou- 
sand silver  marks.  <rained  by  the  manut'aclnre  of  saij-cloths 
for  tho  all-powerful  navy  of  \'enice.  'I'lie  Fleiinsh  craftsman 
was  a  man  of  suhstance,  and  had  for  his  friend  the  celebrated 
wood-carver  Van  Iluy.-i.im  of  HruL'es.  ^lany  times  the  artist 
had  had  recourse  to  his  friend's  purse.  When  (ihent  rose 
in  revolt,  \'an  Iluy>ium.  then  himself  a  wealthy  man,  had 
secretly  carved  for  his  old  friend  a  piece  of  panelin<i  of 
massive  ebony,  on  which  he  had  wrouj:lit  the  storv  of  Van 
Artevolde.  the  i)rewer  who  for  a  little  while  ruled  over  Flan- 
ders. This  piece  of  wood-work  consisted  of  sixtv  panels,  and 
contained  a])ont  fourte(>n  hundred  figures;  it  was  considered 
to  bo  Van  Huysium's  masterpiece. 

When  Charles  V.  made  up  his  ndnd  to  celebrate  his  entry 
into  the  city  which  pave  him  birth  by  hanging  twenty-six 
of  its  burghers,  the  victims  were  consigned  to  tho  custody 
of  a  captain,  who  (so  it  was  said)  had  offered  to  connive  at 
Claes'  escape  in  return  for  these  panels  of  Van  Tluysium's, 
but  the  weaver  had  previously  sent  them  into  France. 

The  parlor  in  the  house  in  the  Uue  de  I'aris  was  wainscoted 
entirely  with  these  panels.  \';in  Huysium.  out  of  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  martyr,  had  come  himself  to  set  them 
in  their  wooden  framework,  painted  with  ultramarine,  and 
covered  with  a  gilded  network,  so  that  this  is  the  most  com- 
plete example  of  a  master  whose  least  fragments  are  now 
worth  their  weight  in  gold.  Titian's  portrait  of  Claes  in 
the  robes  that  he  wore  as  President  of  the  Tribunal  des 
I'archons  looked  down  from  the  chimnev-pi(Y'e:  he  still 
seemed  to  be  the  head  of  the  familv  which  regarded  him  with 
veneration  as  its  great  man.  The  chimney-]»iece.  itself 
originally  plain  stone,  had  been  reconstructed  of  white  marble 
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durinsr  the  oi^rfitccnth  ci'iitury.  A  vcTHTiihli'  timoiiieco  sstrwid 
updii  the  Icdpe  between  two  fivc-brnnched  eamlle  sconces, 
tortuous,  cliihorate,  and  in  the  worst  possilile  ta^to,  hut  all 
of  massive  silver.     The  four  windows  were  draped  with  cri 


im- 


pon  hroended  damask  curtains,  covered  with  a  dark  flowered 
pattern,  and  lined  with  white  silk:  the  furniturt  had  been 
ro-covered  with  the  same  material  in  the  time  of  Louis  XIV. 
Th(>  polished  floor  was  evidently  modern — lar^'c  squares  of 
white  wood,  with  slips  of  oak  insertrd  between  them.  i)Ut  the 
ceilinfr  yet  preserved  the  peculiarly  deep  hues  of  Dutch  oak. 
Perhaps  it  had  been  respected  becaus(^  Van  Uuysium  had 
carved  the  masks  on  the  medallions  bordered  with  scrolls 
which  adorned  it. 

In  each  of  the  four  corners  of  the  parlor  stood  a  short  col- 
umn, with  a  five-branched  silver  sconce  upon  it,  like  those 
upon  the  chimney-piece,  and  a  round  table  occupied  the 
centre  of  the  room.  Several  card-tables  were  rantred  along 
the  walls  with  much  precision ;  and  on  the  white  marble  slabs 
of  two  pilded  c^-isole  tables  stood,  at  the  time  when  this  story 
berrins,  two  rrla  ^xlobes  full  of  water,  in  which  gold  and  sil- 
ver fish  were  swimmintr  abovo  a  bed  of  sand  and  shells. 

The  room  was  sombre,  aiiu  yet  ajrlow  with  color.  The  ceil- 
ing of  dark  oak  seemed  to  absorb  the  liirht,  and  to  pive  none 
of  it  back  into  the  room.  If  the  sunlight  pouring  in  from 
the  window?  that  looked  out  into  the  garden  scintillated 
from  every  polished  ebony  fi'nire  on  the  opposite  wall,  the 
light  admitted  from  the  courtyard  was  always  so  faint  that 
even  the  gold  network  on  the  other  side  looked  dim  in  the 
perpetual  twilii:ht. 

A  bright  day  brought  out  all  the  glories  of  the  place ;  but, 
for  the  most  part,  its  hues  were  subdued  and  soft,  and  like 
the  sombre  browns  and  reds  of  autumn  forests,  they  took 
brighter  hues  only  in  the  sun.  It  is  unnecessary  to  describe 
the  "Maison  Claes"  at  further  length.  Many  of  the  scenes 
in  the  course  of  this  storv  '^ill,  of  course,  take  place  in  other 
parts  of  the  house,  but  it  *rill  be  suflicient  for  the  present 
to  have  some  idea  of  its  general  arrangement. 
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On  .'1  Suiid.-iy  aftcriidoi)  t<i\v;inl-;  tlif  cnil  of  AiiErust,  in  the 
year  isr.'.  .-i  \\,iin;in  wns  sittiiiir  in  a  liirL'f  fusy-cliair  by  one 
of  the  windows  that  looked  mit  on  the  L'.inlcii.  It  was  after 
tho  tiiric  of  vojicrs.  'I'ho  rays  of  sunlii.dit  fallinp  on  tho  side 
of  tlif  linii~c  slaiucd  across  the  room  in  hroad  l)eanis,  played 
witli  fanta-tic  cll'cct  on  the  n])|)nsit('  wall,  and  died  away 
aii.onir  the  so?idnv  I'bony  fitriircs  of  tlic  panels ;  hut  the 
woman  sat  in  the  pnrple  shadow  cast  hy  the  damask  curtain. 
A  painter  of  mediocre  ability  could  not  have  failed  to  make 
a  strikinir  picture  if  he  had  faithfully  portrayed  a  face  with 
Ro  sad  and  wistful  an  expression.  The  woman  was  sitting 
with  tier  feet  stretched  nut  bef'ire  iier  in  a  listless  attitude; 
ajtpareiitly  she  had  lu-i  all  enii-ciousnt'ss  of  her  |)hysical  ex- 
istence, and  one  all-ab>orbini:  thoULdit  had  complete  pnspes- 
sion  of  her  mind,  a  thouirht  which  seemed  to  open  up  tho 
paths  of  the  future  just  as  a  ray  of  sunlitrht  piercins,'  thrn\ii,di 
the  cliuids  liL'hts  up  a  jrleamin^'-  ])ath  on  the  horizon  of  the 
sea.  ller  hands  liunLT  over  the  arms  of  the  chair;  her  head, 
as  thou^'h  it  bore  a  load  of  thouirht  too  heavy,  had  fallen 
back  aj:ainst  the  cushion^.  She  wore  a  loose  oanibric  irown, 
very  simply  made:  the  scarf  about  her  shoulders  was  care- 
lessly knotted  on  her  breast,  so  that  the  lines  of  her  fisjure 
were  almost  concealed,  .\pparen11y  she  preferred  to  call  at- 
tention In  her  face  rather  than  to  her  jier-on  ;  and  it  was  a 
face  which,  even  if  it  had  not  been  bnuiLrht  into  stronir  re- 
lief by  the  liL'ht.  would  have  arre-tei]  anil  fixcil  the  attention 
of  any  lieholder,  for  its  expri'-sion  of  (hill,  hopeless  misery 
would  have  <truck  the  most  heedless  child.  Xothin<r  is  more 
terrible  to  witness  than  surh  nnuuish  as  this  in  one  who 
seldom  irives  way  to  it:  the  burnini:  tears  that  fell  from  time 
to  time  seemed  like  the  fiery  lava  flood  of  a  volcano.  So 
miirht  a  dyiiii.'  ninlher  weep  wiio  i-  compelle<l  to  leave  her 
children  in  the  lowest  depths  of  wretebeilness  without  a  single 
huTiian  protector. 

The  lady  seemed  to  he  about  fortv  vears  of  age.  She  was 
more  nearlv  beautiful  uoav  than  she  had  ever  been  in  her  girl- 
hood.    Clearlv  she  was  no  dau^diter  of  the  land.     ITer  hair 
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was  tliick  and  hhu'k,  and  fell  in  curls  over  her  slmnldcrs  and 
about  her  fact-:  her  forehead  \va<  verv  prominent,  narrow 
at  the  temples,  sallow  in  hue.  liut  the  hiaek  eyes  Hashed  fire 
from  heneath  her  hnnvs,  and  -lie  had  tlie  dark  pallor  of  the 
tyjiical  Spaniard.  The  perfect  oval  of  her  faro  attractod  a 
scfond  glance;  the  ravai^es  of  siriallpo\  had  de-trin<'d  the 
(lelicacy  of  its  outlines,  l)ut  had  not  marred  its  irraeiousnoss 
•  and  di;:nit_v;  at  times  it  seemed  as  if  the  soul  had  power  to 
n-tore  to  it  all  its  pristine  ])urity  of  form.  If  pride  of  l)irth 
was  revealed  in  the  tliiek  tightly  folded  lip.;,  there  was  also 
natural  kindliness  and  graeiousnes:-  in  thi'ir  expression;  Init 
the  feature  whic'li  gave  most  distinction  to  a  masculine  tvpo 
of  face  was  an  atpiiline  nose.  Its  curve  wa-  >omewhat  too 
strongly  marked,  the  result,  apparent ly.  of  some  interior  de- 
fect ;  liut  there  was  a  subtle  refinement  in  its  outlines,  in  the 
thin  septum  and  fine  transparent  nostrils  that  triowed  in  the 
light  with  a  bright  red.  Shi'  wa-  a  woman  who  mi<rht,  or 
might  not,  bo  considered  beautiful,  but  no  one  could  fail  to 
notice  the  vigorous  yet  feminine  head. 

Sht-  was  short,  lame,  and  deformed;  she  had  married  later 
than  women  usually  do,  and  this  partly  because  it  wjis  in- 
sisted that  her  slow-wittedness  was  stupidity:  yet  more  than 
one  man  had  road  the  indications  of  ardent  jiassion  and  of  in- 
exha.r-iible  tenderne>s  in  her  face,  and  had  fallen  coi-ipletely 
under  the  spoil  of  a  charm  that  was  dillieult  to  reconcih^  with 
so  many  defects.  She  bore  in  many  wavs  a  stroni:  reseml)lance 
to  the  Spanish  grandee,  her  ancestor  the  Duke  of  Casa-Real. 
Perhaps  the  force  of  the  charm  which  romantic  natures  had 
erewhilo  found  so  tyrannous,  the  power  of  a  fascination  that 
sways  men's  hearts,  hut  is  powerless  to  rule  their  destinies, 
had  never  in  her  life  been  greater  than  now.  when  it  wa.s 
wasted,  so  to  speak,  on  empty  space.  Sjie  seemed  to  be  watch- 
ing the  gold  fish  in  tlie  glas-;  before  her.  but  in  truth  her  eves 
saw  nothing,  and  she  raised  them  from  time  to  time,  a.s  if 
imploring  Heaven  in  de-^pair;  it  wudd  siem  that  such  trouble 
a«  hiTs  cnuM  l)o  confided  to  Ood  alone. 

The  room  was  perfectly  silent  save  for  the  chirpin"-  of  the 
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crickets  without ;  tlic  slirill  notes  of  a  fiw  oiradas  came  in 
with  a  breath  of  liot  air  from  tlic  little  parden,  whicli  was 
like  a  furnaco  in  the  afternoon  sun.  From  a  neifrhboring 
room  there  came  sniotiiered  sounds:  silver  or  china  rattled, 
or  chairs  were  moved,  as  the  servants  laid  the  cloth  for  dinner. 

Suddenly  the  lady  starti'd  and  seemed  to  listen;  she  took 
her  handkerchief,  dried  her  eyes,  and  tMidcavored  to  smile; 
60  successfully  did  ,-he  efface  all  tract-s  of  sorrow,  that  from 
her  seeming  serenity  it  miirlit  have  been  thought  that  she 
had  never  known  an  anxiety  or  a  care  in  her  life.  It  was 
the  sound  of  a  man's  footstep  that  had  wroui,dit  the  change. 
It  echoed  in  the  long  ga'lery  built  over  the  kitchens  and  the 
servants'  quarters,  whicn  unit(>d  the  front  part  of  the  house 
with  the  back  portion  in  which  the  family  lived.  Whether 
it  was  because  weak  health  had  .«o  long  confined  her  to  the 
house  that  she  could  recognize  the  least  noise  in  it  at  once; 
or  because  a  highly-wrought  temperament  ever  on  the  watch 
can  detect  sounds  that  art  imperceptible  to  onlinarv  ears;  or 
because  nature,  in  compensation  for  .<o  many  physical  disad- 
vantages, had  bestowed  a  gift  of  sense-perception  seldom  ac- 
corded to  human  beings  apparently  more  happily  constituted  ; 
this  sense  of  hearing  was  abnormally  acute  in  her.  The  sound 
of  the  footsteps  came  nearer  and  nearer.  And  soon,  not  only 
for  an  impassioned  soul  such  as  hers,  which  can  annihilate 
time  and  space  at  will  that  so  it  may  find  its  other  self,  but 
for  any  stranger,  a  man's  step  on  the  staircase  which  led  to 
the  parlor  was  audible  enough. 

There  was  something  in  the  sound  of  that  footstep  which 
would  have  struck  the  most  careless  mortal;  it  was  impossible 
to  hear  it  with  indifference.  We  are  excited  by  the  mere 
sounds  of  hurry  or  flight;  when  a  man  springs  up  and  raises 
the  alarm  of  "Fire!"  his  feet  are  at  least  as  eloquent  as  his 
tongue,  and  the  impression  left  by  a  slow  measured  tread » 
is  ever}-  whit  as  powerful.  The  deliberate,  heavy,  lagging 
footfall  in  the  gallery  would  no  doubt  have  irritated  im- 
patient people ;  but  a  nervous  person,  or  an  observer  of  human 
nature,  could  scarcely  have  heard  it  without  feeling  a  thrill 
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of  something  very  liki'  droad.     Was  there  any  life  in  those 
feet  tliat  moved  r^o  mcchaiiicallv !'     It  was  a  dull,  heavy  souml. 


as  if  the  floor  Ijoards  had  In'en  struck  hv  an  inm  uci_'!it. 


The 
indi 


slow,  uncertain  step  called  u]^  visions  ot  a  man  beiidinj:  under 
a  load  of  vears,  er  of  a  thinker  walking  majestically  heneath 
the  weight  of  worlds.  The  man  reached  the  lowest  stair,  and 
set  foot  upon  the  pavement  slowly  and  irresolutely.  In  the 
great  hall  he  pnii-cd  for  a  moment.  A  jmssage  led  thence  to 
the  servants'  (piarters,  a  doo"-  coiirealed  in  the  wainscot  gave 
admittance  to  ilie  parlor,  and  through  a  second  parallel  door 
you  entered  the  dining-room. 

A  light  tremor,  cau.sed  hy  a  sensation  like  an  electric  shock, 
ran  through  the  frame  of  the  woman  in  the  ea.sy-chair;  hut 
a  sweet  smile  treml)led  on  her  lips,  her  face  lighted  up  with 
eager  exjiectation,  and  grew  fair  and  radiant  like  the  face  of 
an  Italian  Madonna.  She  summcned  all  her  strength,  and 
forced  hack  her  terrors  into  some  inner  depth;  then  she 
t'i  -ncd  and  looked  towards  the  door  set  in  the  panels  in  the 
corner  of  the  parlor;  it  tlew  open  so  suddenly  that  the  start- 
ling sound  was  quite  suilicicnt  to  account  for  and  to  cover  her 
agitation. 

Balthazar  Claes  appeared  and  made  several  paces  forward ; 
he  either  did  not  look  at  the  woman  in  the  low  chair,  or  if 
he  looked  at  her,  it  was  with  unseeing  eyes.  He  stood  up- 
right in  the  middle  of  the  parlor,  liis  head  slightly  hent,  and 
supported  hy  his  right  iiand.  The  smile  faded  from  the 
woman's  face;  her  heart  was  pierced  hy  a  horrihle  ])ang,  felt 
none  the  less  keenly  hecause  it  had  come  to  he  a  jtart  of  her 
daily  experience,  her  dark  hrows  contracted  with  ])ain.  deep- 
ening lines  already  traced  there  hy  th(>  freipient  expression 
of  strong  feeling,  and  her  eyes  filled  with  tears,  which  she 
hastily  hrushed  away,  as  she  looked  at  Balthazar. 

There  was  .something  exceedingly  impressive  almut  the 
head  of  the  house  of  Claes.  In  his  younger  davs  he  had 
home  a  strong  rcsemhlance  to  tlu'  hemic  martyr  wlio  had 
threati'iied  to  plav  the  jtart  of  .\rtrvelde  nnd  defied  the 
Kmjieror.  Charles  V.;  lint  at  the  present  moment  the  man  of 
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fifty  or  thcnnliDiiis  miirlit  liavo  hcon  si.xtv  voars  of  npo  and 
iiiuri';  aiid  with  ilic  lH'^iii(iiii,i.'s  of  a  luvmatiirc  olil  ajrc.  the 
likciics-   In  his  ^'rcat-iniiidcd   aiuc-tnr  IkuI   ii'nx.d.      Hj^  tall 
fi^urt-  was  :-li,-.'htly  hciit  :  piTliaiK  he  ha. I  rontractcd  tho  habit 
bv  sioiijiiii^''  over  his  bixiks,  up  ]it.rliii|is  ihc  (iirvanin'  was  duo 
to  till'  wciLrhl   of  a   head  (ucr-licin y  for  the  s|iiii.'.      lie  was 
broad-chrslcd   jiiid   s(|iiar('-<hoiild('rcd  ;   his   lower  cxtromitios, 
thoii-h  iniix-iihir.  wrrc  thin  :  you  conhi  imt  hcl|i  r'a~tiM<r  about 
for  >oiii(.  r\|ilaiiation  of  this  |iuzzliii,ir  siiiL'iilarity  in  a  frame 
\vhi(h  evidently  had  oir-c  I),.,.,)   )uTffctly   projiortioiicd.      His 
thick,  fair  hair  fell  carclfssly  over  his  shoulih^r-  in  the  (icr- 
iiuiii  fashion,  in  a  disorder  which  was  (|uitc  in  kccpini:  with 
u  stran;j:c  air  of  slovcnliiics-  and  general  nculcct.      His  fore- 
iicad    >va-  hroail   am!   hiirh;  the  prominence  of  the  rcLMon  to 
which  (lall  has  a>-i>;iied   Ideah'ty  was  very  -troiiudy  inarked. 
Tile  clear,  dark-bliie  eye-  seemed  to  have  a  power  of  keen  and 
quick  vi-ion.  a  characteristic  often  noted  in  students  of  oeeult 
sciences.     'I"he  -liape  of  the  iio-e  had  doul)!less  once  been  ])er- 
fect  ;  it  was  very  Ion--,  tlu'  nostrils  liad  apparentlv  jrrown  wider 
by  involuntary  ten>ion  of  the   muscles  in   the  coiitinua!  «\\- 
oreise  of  the  sense  of  smell.     The  hollows  in  a  face  which  was 
be«rinnin.ti-  to  a,uv  seemed  all  the  deeper  liv   force  of  e<intrast 
with   the  hi-li   clicck-lione<.  thickly  covered   with   short   hair. 
The  mouth  w  ith  its  ^q-acioiis  outline-  seemed,  as  it  were,  to  ho 
imprisoned  between  the  no.-e  and  a  short,  >harply  turned-up 
cliin. 

Certain  theorists,  wlio  liave  a  faiuy  for  di-;e(>rnin,i:  aninuil 
resenddaiice-  iii  human  countenance-,  would  luive  seen  in  the 
loiiL.'.  ratlier  than  oval,  face  cd'  P.allliazar  Claes  a  likeness  to 
tlie  head  of  a  horse.  Tlieri^  wa-  no  softness  or  roundness 
about  its  outline-:  the  >kin  was  tii:hily  drawn  over  the  bonos 
as  if  it  had  >!irunk  under  the  <corcliimr  influeiu-e  of  a  [ire 
that  burnci!  within  :  ihrpc  were  moments  when  the  eyes  looked 
out  int..  --pa.e  a-  if  sci.kiiiL:  f.u-  ilie  realizati.ui  of  his  hopes, 
and  at  such  times  iliis  fire  that  consumed  him  .-^eemed'  to 
escape  from  In's  nostrils. 

There  an-  <lcep  thouLdits  which  sootn   to  be  livintf  forces 
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of  wliicli  threat  iiicii  arc  the  {'iiilMiiliiiicnt  :  smiir  -iili  tliniif;lit 
.-('(■Mit'il  to  lie  \isil)ly  cxiiro-rd  in  the  pale  face  with  its  dccply- 
carvcil  wrinkles,  to  have  x-ori'd  tlic  rurrows  on  a  lirow  lik(> 
that  ol"  Munc  old  kiiit:  full  ot'  cai'cs,  and  to  -hinc  forth 
ino^t  clearly  from  tlii'  brilliant  eyes;  the  fire  in  them  .-eemed 
to  lie  fed  by  the  tein]icratc  life  which  is  the  result  of  the 
tyrannous  disci|ilint'  of  j:i'eat  idea-,  and  by  the  fires  of  a 
niiLrhty  intclli^xcnce.  'I'liey  were  deeply  >ct  ninl  surrounded 
by  dark  circles,  which  seemed  to  tell  of  lun^'  vi^'ils  and  of 
terrible  prostration  of  mind  coiiscipieni  on  reitiTated  disap- 
|"iintments,  of  hopes  that  spran.i:  up  ain'W  onjv  to  be  blighted, 
of  wear  and  ti'ar  <d'  body  and  mind.  Art  and  .Science  arc 
jealous  divinitii's;  their  devott'es  betray  them-elves  bv  un- 
mistakable si^'iis.  There  was  a  dreamy  ab-t  ractedne^s  and 
aloofness  in  Halthazar  Claes'  manner  and  bearing'  which  was 
quite  in  keeping''  with  the  mairnificenl  heail  so  lackinjr  in 
human  (|uality.  His  larL'e  hands,  covered  with  hair,  wero 
soiled;  there  wero  jet-blaik  lines  at  the  tijjs  of  the  lonjr  finirer 
nnils.  There  was  an  air  of  >lovi'nliness  about  the  master  of 
tile  luHise  which  '.vonld  not  have  been  tolerated  in  any  of  its 
other  inmates. 

His  shoes  were  seldom  cleaiieil.  or  the  laces  were  broken 
or  mi,-.-in^'.  His  black  cloth  breeches  were  covered  with  stains, 
buttons  were  lackiii;.'  on  his  wai.-tcoat.  his  cravat  was  askew, 
hi<  coat  had  assumed  a  ^n-ccnish  tint,  here  and  there  the  seams 
hinl  L'iven  way;  everythiuLT  about  him,  down  to  the  smallest 
inlle,  combined  to  produce  nn  uncouth  elTcct,  which  in  an- 
other would  liave  indicated  the  lowest  depth-  of  outcast 
misery,  but  in  Balthazar  Claes  it  was  the  neirlei't  of  irenius. 

Vice  and  ireiiius  brim:  a!)out  re-u!ls  so  sinnlar  that 
ordinary  |ieop|e  are  often  misled  by  them.  What  is  ^renins 
but  a  form  of  excess  which  consumes  linii*  and  monev  and 
health  and  strenutli?  Tf  is  an  even  shorter  road  to  the  hos- 
jiital  than  the  path  of  the  prodi^'-al.  Men,  moreover,  appear 
to  pay  more  respect  to  vice  than  to  trenius;  for  they  d'  cline 
to  t.'ive  il  cretlit  or  credence.  It  would  seem  that  L'eniu-;  con- 
cerns itself  with  aims  so  far  remote,  tluit  socictv  is  sbv  of  cast- 
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in^'  accduiils  witli  it  in  its  lifotiiiif;  suth  poverty  and 
wn.'tcludiios  arc  clrarly  niii)ardunablL'.  Society  prefers  to 
liave  nolliiii,^'  to  do  with  genius. 

Yet  there  were  luoiiieiits  when  it  would  have  l)een  hard  to 
refuse   ailiniration   to   Balthazar   Claes — nionicnts   when,   in 
spite   of    his   ahsent-iiiindt'duess   and    mysterious    preoccupa- 
tion, suiiie  impulse  drew  liiin  to  his  fellows,  and  the  face  of 
tht'  thinker  was   li^dited   up  by   a  kindly   thouirht   expressed 
in  the  eyes,  the  hard  li^ht  in  them  (iisai)peare(l,  and  he  looked 
round  him  and  returned  (,>o  to  speak)  to  life  and  its  realities; 
at  such  timi's  there  was  an  attractive  l)eauty  in  his  face,  a 
gracious  spirit  looked  forth  from  it.     Any  one  who  saw  him 
then  would  rei.'ret  that  such  a  man  should  lead  the  life  of  a 
heiniit,  and  add  that  "he  must,  have  been  very  handsome  in 
his  youth."     A   vulirar  error.      Halthazar   Claes  had    never 
looked  more  interestiiifi:  than  at  this  moment.     Lavater  would 
certainly   have  .-tudied   the  noble  head,  have  recofrnized   the 
unwearyin<r   patience,   the  stainless   character,   the   steadfast 
loyalty  of  the  Fleming:,  the  j,'reat  and  ma^nianimous  nature, 
the  power  of  passion  that  seemed  calm  because  it  was  stnmj^. 
Such  a  man  would  have  been  a  con>tant  and  devoted  friend, 
his  morals  would  have  ijcen  pure,  his  word  sacred;  all  the.se 
qualities  should  have  be(>n  dediented  to  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try, to  his  own  cinie  of  friend.-,  and  to  his  family;  it  was  the 
will  of  the  man  which  had  uiven  theui  a  fatal  misdirection; 
and  the  citizen,  the  responsible  head  of  a  liou.sehold  and  dis- 
po.ser  of  a  lar^'e  fortune,  who  should  have  been  the  <ruide  of 
his  children  towards  a  fair  future,  lived  apart  in  a  world  of 
his  own  in  converse  with  a  familiar  spirit,  a  world  v\  which 
his   duties   and    affections   counted    for    nothin,;:.      A    priest 
would  have  seen   in  him  a  man   inspired  l)y  Odd.  an  artist 
would    have    hailed    him    as   a   ;xreat    master,   an    enthusiast 
mi;,dit   have   taken   him   for  some  sec    ifter  the   jjattern   of 
SwedenboriT. 

.\s  he  stood  by  the  winilow.  his  raLTuid.  disordered,  and 
threadbare  costume  was  in  slraiiLre  cnntni-t  with  the  eraceful 
dainty  attire  of  the  woman  who  watched  him  so  sadly.     A 
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nice  tasti>  in  dress  often  di-tingiiislu's  persons  of  mental 
uljilily  or  refinement  of  soul  who  sulTer  from  bodily  deformity. 
They  are  conscious  that  their  beauty  is  the  beauty  of  mind 
and  soul,  and  are  content  to  dress  simply,  or  they  discover 
how  to  divert  attention  from  ♦heir  pliysical  defects  by  a 
>tu(li»d  elegance  in  every  detail.  And  the  woman  in  the  low 
ihair  had  not  only  a  irencruus  soul,  but  she  lovcd  Balthazar 
('lacs  with  that  woman's  intuition  whii'h  is  a  foretaste  of  the 
niiclligence  of  angels.  She  had  been  brought  up  in  one  of 
ilif  iKihlfst  families  of  Belgium,  so  that  even  if  her  taste  had 
not  bern  instinctive  it  would  have  been  acijuired;  and,  tutored 
since  then  by  her  desire  to  please  the  eyes  of  the  man  she 
loved,  she  had  learned  to  dress  herself  admirably,  and  to 
adopt  a  style  which  subdued  the  eirect  of  her  deformity. 
.Moreover,  although  one  shoulder  was  certainly  larger  th;;!; 
the  other,  there  was  no  other  defect  in  her  figure.  She 
irianced  through  the  window  into  the  courtyard,  and  then  into 
the  garden,  as  if  to  make  sure  that  no  one  was  within  hear- 
ing, turned  meekly  to  Balthazar,  and  spoke  in  the  low  tone.? 
ihat  Flemish  women  use,  for  tlii"  love  between  these  two  had 
long  since  conciuered  C'astilian  pride. 

"Vou  must  be  very  deep  in  your  work,  Balthazar?  This 
IS  the  thirty-third  Sunday  since  you  have  been  to  mass  or 
Vesper^." 

Claes  made  no  reply.  His  wife  bowed  her  head,  clasped 
her  hands,  and  waited,  watching  him  the  while.  She  knew 
that  his  silence  was  due  neither  to  contempt  nor  to  indifTer- 
eiice.  but  to  the  tyranny  of  an  all-absorbing  thought.  In 
the  depths  of  some  natures  the  .sensitive  delicacy  of  youth 
in-ers  lung  after  youth  has  departed,  and  Balthazar  Claes 
^^"iild  have  shrunk  from  uttering  any  thought  that  might 
«.aiii(l,  howi'ver  slightly,  a  woman  who  was  always  oppressed 
•^  !tli  the  painful  consciousness  of  her  physical  deformity.  And 
iliis  dread  was  ever  present  with  him.  lie  understood,  as  few 
iiicii  do,  how  ;i  word  or  a  single  glance  has  power  to  elTace  the 
'laiipiness  of  whole  years;  nay,  that  such  words  have  a  more 
'  ruel   |)ower,   because   ihey  .ire  otterlv  at   variance  with  the 
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constant  t«-nc!irnr.->  nf  (In-  pn^t  ;  fur  wi-  an'  m>  niailc  tlint  our 
ha|i|iini'<-i  mak's  n-  nnin'  krinlv  scn^itiM'  to  pain,  wliilc  sor- 
rnw  lia^  iin  stii  li  |in\v('i-  iif  iiilcM-if}  iriL'  a  l  r.iii-iliiry  jrlcani  of 
joy.  AfliT  a  t'i'W  ninnicni-,  Haltlia/ai'  rmi-cd  liniisclf,  gave 
a  (|ui(k  ;:Iaiic(' niimd  !  jiii.  ami  -aid,  "\'( -iMTs?  .     .     Ah! 

Ill"'  cliildri'ii  lia\i'  L'ciiic  III  \r-|irr-;.'" 

lie  >l('|i|ii'd  lo\vard<  the  window,  aTid  !ook<'d  out  into  tfio 
frardin,  wlnTf  llic  tiilip-  Ida/ri)  in  all  tin  ir  tdorv.  Tlicn  ho 
stoppi'd  suddenly,  as  if  lie  had  conif  into  culii-ion  with  a  wall, 
nnd  ■.■M'laiiiicd,  "•Why  .-hoiild  thry  not  condiint'  in  a  jiivon 
tinit'?" 

"Can  ln'  lit'  i,'oiii^'  mail?"  hi-  tiTrificd  wife  a<k('d  hiTsclf. 

If  ihi'  reader  is  to  mider-land  the  interest  of  this  scene, 
and  the  situation  out  of  which  it  am-e.  ii  will  ho  noccssary 
to  jflanie  over  the  [irevimis  history  of  iialthazar  Claes  nnd 
of  the  ^'randdaughter  of  the  Dnke  of  ('a>a-l{eal. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  KS.T,  M.  Balthazar  Claea- 
Molina  de  Xonrho.  then  twenty-two  years  of  aire,  might  have 
pas>ed  for  a  "fine  i:entleinaii,""  as  we  say  in  France.  He  had 
just  rompleted  his  education  in  I'aris;  his  manners  had  hcen 
formed  in  the  society  of  Mme.  d"I"._'inont.  a  s(>t  coiiiposed 
of  Frenchmen  who  came  oriiiinally  of  lielgian  families,  or  of 
Belgians  distiiigui>hed  either  hy  hirlh  or  hy  fortune.  Great 
nohjes  and  per-ons  of  the  hiLdiot  fashion,  such  as  the  Count 
of  ITnrn,  the  Prince  of  .\reinlierir,  the  Spanish  Aniha<-ador, 
and  Hejvetins  wereamouir  the  lleLnan  re-idents  in  Pari-.  The 
young  Claes  had  relations  ,md  fn.  nds  there  who  introduced 
him  into  the  groat  world,  .just  as  the  great  world  was  ahont 
to  return  to  chans ;  hut.  like  many  voung  men.  he  was  at- 
tracted at  first  hy  glory  and  by  knowledLTc  rather  than  hy 
frivolity.  He  freqnentecl  the  society  of  learned  men.  waxed 
enthusiastic  for  science,  and  iiecaine  an  anient  disciple 
of  Lavoisier,  who  was  then  hettcr  known  for  the  vast  fortune 
he  had  ac(|uired  as  farmer-general  of  taxes  than  for  the 
eoipntific  discoveries  which  were  to  make  the  name  of  the 
great  chemist  famous  long  after  the  farmer-.general  was  for- 
gotten. 
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thrown  himself  into  hi~  -tinlii  ,  with  an  eiithnsiastn  that  had 
uoii  the  coiimieiiilatioiis  of  hi:-  master.  I.i-  .leHTted  l.avoisier's 
i.ilioratorv  to  take  'inal  less(,,,s  in  .•iin  iijr-iiire  under  thn 
^Miidaiiee  of  tlie  aflii' Tesscs  of  rfood  manners  and  ;,'ood  tasto, 
til.'  .luei'i.  of  the  hiuh  society  V  hicli  forms  a  sort  of  family 
ail  o\ir  I'lumpe. 

■|'!ie-e  into\ioatin<r  dreams  of  siieeess  did  not  last  lonj?, 
lioue\.T;  Balthazar  ("laes  hreathed  tiie  air  of  I'aris  for  a 
while;  and  then,  in  no  lorii;  time,  he  turned  his  hack  on 
ih.-  i-.iipital,  weariec  hy  the  empty  life,  whirii  had  iiothinj,' 
111  II  to  -atisfy  an  (  ihiisiastie  and  alferiionare  nature.  Ft 
seemed  to  him  that  the  (piiet  hapiiiin  ss  of  family  life,  i  vision 
'■,ii!ed  lip  hy  the  very  name  of  his  native  Flanders,  was  the 
life  best  piiited  to  his  ch.iraeter  and  to  the  aspirations  of  his 
h' art.  The  ^Mldin;.'  of  Parisian  salons  had  not  effaced  old 
memories  of  the  sonihre  harmonies  <if  the  parlor  in  the  old 
hoiHc  iu  Doiiai.  of  the  little  fjarden,  and  the  happy  days  of 
hi-  thildhood. 

Those  who  would  fain  dwell  in  Paris  should  have  no  tips 
nf  hniiie  or  of  fatherland.      Paris  is  the  chosen  city  of  t'>e 
'o-^mopolitan,  or  of  those  who  are  wedded  to  sf)cial  anihitioi 
hv  iiitans  of  art.  science,  or  political  power,  they  j,'ain  a  hold 
on  ihe  world  which  they  never  relax. 

'i'he  child  of  Flanders  went  hack  to  the  house  in  Doiiai  a.q 
[.a  Fontaine's  [liireon  flew  home  to  its  ne-t.  It  was  the  dav 
of  ihi'  Fete  (iayant,  and  tears  came  into  his  eves  at  the  sijjht 
if  tlie  procession.  Oayant.  the  T.uck  of  the  city,  the  emhodi- 
"'.ent  of  the  spirit  of  old  Flemish  traditi'ii  .  had  lieen  intro- 
dmvd  into  Douai  since  his  family  had  hecn  driven  to  take 
:  fiiLT'-  there.  The  Mai-on  Claes  was  em[)ty  and  -ilent;  his 
'  itl'Taiid  inoihei-  had  died  durini:  hi-  ahscnce.  and  for  some 
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marria^'t'.  All  Uif  ^iicrfd  \\r-i  wliicli  IimihhI  hiin  to  }\\-  linvic 
and  the  iiic'tic-*  of  tlir  hiarili  had  ri'awakciK'd  a  strnnj-  d.'  in- 
in  liiiii  to  foinplftc  tlir  liapfiv  <'xi>tcn(.'  of  wliicli  In'  lind 
drfuiiH'd  ;  he  dctfriniiiid  f"  tlo  a<  lii-  fon'fatluT-  had  diiic. 
and  ufiit  to  (ihfiit.  t'-  Hnii^t's  and  to  Aiiiwtrii  in  sfanii  of  a 
hridr.  I  If  prohalily  had  id^as  of  hi>  own  as  to  Tmirrinjo, 
for  it  had  ahvay.-i  liccn  said  of  liini  fruiii  hi-;  cariic-t  youth 
that  he  nt'VtT  could  keep  to  tii»  boateii  track,  or  do  as  other 
pt'oplf  did. 

It  ^o  ffll  out  that  on<'  day  whil<'  on  a  \  i-it  to  ouo  of  his  rclar 
tions  in  (iiinit,  h.'  heard  nf  a  yoiinj:  hidy  in  Urii--.'ls  ronccm- 
iun  whom  opinions  dilTci-cd  considtTahly.  Somo  considered 
that  Mile.  'Periminck's  l.i'anty  was  quite  spoiled  by  her  de- 
formity, otlnrs  hntiy  iii-i-tcd  that  >!ic  was  perfection.  Anmn^' 
these  last  was  iialthazar  Claes'  sonicwliat  elderly  cousin,  who 
told  his  ^Miests  that,  beautiful  or  no,  Mlli'.  Temninck  liad  a 
Boul  wliich  would  have  induced  him  to  luarry  Iier  if  ho  had 
boon  choosing:  a  wife.  And  with  that  he  told  how  she  had 
given  u])  all  her  <laims  on  the  family  estates  so  that  her 
younger  brother  mii,dit  make  a  nuirriatre  l>efittinp  his  rank 
and  name;  thus  setting  his  happiness  liefore  her  own,  and  sac- 
rificing her  life  to  him,  for  it  was  scarcely  to  be  expected 
that  Mile.  Temninck  would  marry  now  that  she  had  no  for- 
tune and  the  i)loom  of  youth  was  past,  when  no  suitor  had 
presented  himself  for  the  heiress  in  her  girlhood. 

A  few  (hiys  later  Malthazar  Claes  had  oljtained  an  intro- 
duction to  Mile.  Teiiinimk.  now  a  woman  of  twenty-five  years 
of  age.  and  had  fallen  deepiv  in  luve  with  her.  .Tosepliine 
de  Temninck  clior-e  to  reganl  this  as  a  passing  fancy,  and  re- 
fused to  listen  to  M.  ('lae<-.  but  the  influence  of  passion  is 
very  subtle,  and  in  this  love  fu-  her  in  a  man  who  had  youth 
and  good  looks,  and  a  straight,  well-knit  frame,  there  was 
something  so  attractive  to  the  poor  lame  and  deformed  girl 
that  she  yielded  to  it. 

Could  a  whole  volume  suffice  to  tell  the  storv  of  the  love 
that  thus  dawned  in  the  LHrl's  lienrt  ?  The  world  had  pro- 
nounced her  to  be  plain,  and  she  had  meekly  acquiesced  in 
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till'  (l»(isit)ii.  cunscious  UioukIi  i^Ik'  whs  (if  Il()^;.-l<s.•4in^J  tlu'  ir- 

i.>i>iil)k'  ( iiarrii  whic  li  calls  forlli  true  ami  Li.-tiii^'  \u\v.    Aud 

ii"W  at  tlu'  jirospci  t  ct'  liaitpiiu.-.-,  what  litTit'  ji'aloii-y  auuko 

in   litT.  what   Willi   projitts  of  V(n;:i'aiui,'   if  a  rival  stole  a 

L'iainc,  what  a^'ilalinns  and  liars  such  as  seldom  fall  to  the 

n\  (,f  women,  which  laiuiot  but  kiso  hy  bcin^'  pissotl  over  m 

.  f.  w  lirief  w()rdr«I  The  analysis  rimst  bo  minute.   J)oubt,  the 

.iramatic  el<'meiit  iu  love,  would  be  the  keynote  of  a  story  in 

(liieh  certain  souls  would  find  once  more  the  piH'try  of  thoso 

I, lily  da_\s  of  uncertainly,  loiij:  since  lost  but  not  for>;ntten; 

;iie  er.«tasy  in  the  depths  of  the  heart  which  the  face  never 

ii<lray-i,  the  fear  of  not  being  iinder-lood,  and  the  unspeak- 

liile  joy  of  a  swift  response;  the  mis;rivin;:s  which  lead  tho 

"ul  to  shrink  within  it-elf;  the  moments  when,  as  if  drawn 

inrth  by  some  majjnetic  power,  the  soul  reveals  itself  in  the 

■  V'.-  I'V  inlinile  subtle  shades;  wild  tliou;.'hts  of  sui  'ide  that 

.iri>e  at  a  word,  only  to  be  laid  to  rot  by  a  tone  in  a  voice 

who-e    vibrations     reveal    unsuspected    depths    of     feeling;; 

nninlous  glances  full  of  terrible  audacity;  swift,  passionate 

"tilings  to  speak  or  act   rendered   powerless  by   their  very 

v.liemence;  communings  of  soul  with  soul  in  commonplace 

phra-es  which  owe  all  their  clo<iuencc  to  the  falterimr  of  the 

\'iic(.';    mysterious   workings   of   that   divine   discretion   aud 

modesty  of  soul  which  is  generous  in  the  shade,  aud  finds  ex- 

'juisite  deliglit  in  sacrifices  which  can  never  be  recognized; 

\outhful  love,  in  short,  with  the  weaknesses  of  its  strength. 

Mile.  Jo.-jcphino  de  Tcmninck  was  a  coquette  through  lofti- 
Tie.-s  of  soul.  The  painful  consciousness  of  her  deformity 
'nade  her  as  unapproachable  and  hard  to  please  as  tlu'  pret- 
tie-i  of  women.  She  dreaded  that  a  day  would  come  when 
'i' r  lover  would  cease  to  care  for  her,  and  the  thouirht 
.1  wakened  her  pride  and  destroyed  her  confideiue  in  her- 
-plf.  With  stoical  firmness,  she  locked  away  in  her  inmost 
inart  the  first  feeliuL's  o(  happiness  in  which  otiier  women 
'"ve  to  deck  themselves  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  The  more 
l"ve  drew  hi'f  to  Balthazar  Olaes.  the  les-  -he  dared  to  ^ive 
expression  to  love.     A  glance,  a  gesture,  a  question,  or  a 
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response  from  a  pretty  woman  would  liavo  boon  flattering  to 
a  man ;  but  for  bor,  was  not  any  advance  a  humiliating  sjiecu- 
lation  :■-  A  jjrolty  woman  can  [)e  hor^oH",  poople  look  lenient  !y 
on  lur  follies  or  mistakes;  but  a  single  glance  has  p'  ver  to 
etop  the  ])lay  of  expression  on  a  })lain  woman's  features,  to 
make  her  still  more  timid,  shy,  and  awkward.  Does  she 
not  know  that  she  of  all  Monvi  can  ailord  no  blunders;  that 
no  indulgence  will  be  extended  to  her;  nay.  that  no  one  will 
give  her  any  opportunity  of  repairing  them:-'  She  must  al- 
ways be  faultless;  does  not  the  thought  chill  and  dishearten 
her  while  the  constant  strain  exhausts  her  powcr.>?  Such  a 
woman  can  only  live  in  an  atmosphere  of  divine  indulgence, 
and  where  can  the  hearts  be  found  in  which  indulgence  is 
not  poisoned  by  a  lurking  taint  of  luty? 

There  is  a  sort  of  consideration  more  painful  to  sensitive 
souls  than  even  positive  unkindness,  for  it  aggravates  their 
misfortunes  by  continually  giving  tlicm  prominence.  The 
cruel  politeness  of  society  was  intolerable  to  Mile,  do  Teni- 
ninck.  She  schooled  herself  into  self-possession,  forced  back 
into  some  inner  depth  the  most  beautiful  thoughts  that  arose 
in  her  soul,  and  took  refuge  in  an  icy  reserve  of  manner  and 
bearing.  She  only  darcMl  to  love  in  secret,  and  was  eloquent 
or  charming  only  in  solitude.  She  was  plain  and  insignifi- 
cant in  broad  daylight,  but  she  would  have  been  a  beautiful 
women  if  she  could  have  livrd  by  ( andle-light.  Xot  seldom 
she  had  mad(>  ))orilous  trials  of  ilalihazar's  love,  risking  her 
whole  happiness  to  be  the  surer  of  it,  disdaining  the  aid  oi" 
dress  and  ornaments,  by  which  the  effect  of  deformity  could  be 
softened  or  concealed,  and  the  Spaniard's  eves  grt'w  fidl  of 
witchery  when  she  saw  that  even  thus  she  was  beautiful  for 
Balthazar  Claes. 

Yet  even  the  rare  moment?  when  she  ventured  to  give  her- 
self up  to  the  joy  of  being  lovid  wre  ernl(ittored  by  distrust 
and  fears.  Before  hnig  she  began  to  ask  herself  whether  Claes 
wisIio(i  to  marry  her  that  he  might  have  a  docile  slave, 
wbeihcr  he  had  not  some  ilef.  rt  which  made  him  content  to 
vrnd  a  poor  deformed  girl.    The  doubts  and  anxieties  which 
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rontinually  liar.  1  her  made  thoso  hours  iin.«poakably  pro- 
( loiis,  ill  wliicl;  >\i  ffll  t<iirc  that  tliLs  was  a  true  and  lasting 
lovo  which  sliDiiU'.  iiiakt'  her  amends  for  all  the  slights  cf  the 
world.  She  provoked  discussions  on  the  delicate  subject  of 
her  own  plainness,  dwelling  upon  it  and  exaggerating  it  that 
she  might  the  hetter  prohe  her  lover's  nature,  and  came  in 
this  way  hy  some  truths  hut  little  tlattering;  yet  she  loved 
him  for  tile  perplexity  in  whidi  he  found  himself  when  she 
had  led  him  on  to  say  that  a  woman  is  most  heloved  for  a 
hra'Uiful  soul  aiid  for  the  drvotion  whii-h  makes  llie  days  of 
hfe  flow  on  in  ipiiet  happiness;  tiiat  after  a  few  years  of 
marriage  a  wife  may  he  the  loveliest  woman  on  eartii  or  the 
plainest,  it  makes  no  ditfercnce  to  lier  hiis!)and.  In  support 
•  if  tiiis  theory  he  had  heaped  tngeilier  ^ll(■h  truth  as  lies  in 
various  j)aradoxical  assertions  that  heauty  is  of  very  little 
(■(inseipienee,  till  he  suddenly  became  aware  of  the  iingracious- 
in'ss  of  hirf  arguments.  All  the  goodnes.s  of  his  heart  was  re- 
\ialed  by  the  tact  and  delicacy  with  which  he  gradually 
changed  his  ground  and  made  Mile.  Teniuinck  understand 
that  fur  him  she  was  perfect. 

Perhaps,  in  a  woman,  devotion  is  the  highest  bcu'ght  of 
love.  Devotion  was  not  wanting  in  tliis  girl  who  did  not  dare 
to  hoj.e  that  love  would  not  fail.  She  felt  attracted  by  the 
f.rospect  of  a  struggle  in  which  sentiment  was  to  triumph 
I'ver  beauty;  there  was  something  great,  she  thought,  in  giv- 
iiiL'  herself  to  love  with  no  blind  faith  that  love  would  last; 
and  finally,  this  happiness,  brief  as  it  miirht  prove,  must  cost 
her  so  dear  that  she  could  not  refuse  to  taste  it.  The^e  ques- 
tiniiings  and  inwr.rd  strugtrles  gave  all  the  charm,  all  the 
varyint:  moods  of  passion  to  this  exalted  nature,  and  inspired 
in  Balthazar  a  love  that  was  almost  chivalrous. 

The  marriage  took  place  in  the  I'crinning  of  the  year  1705. 
Tliey  went  back  to  Douai  to  spend  the  fir-t  weeks  of  their 
married  life  in  the  ancestral  home  of  th(>riaes.  The  household 
treasures  there  had  ijcen  increased.  Mile,  de  Temninck 
brought  with  her  several  fi:ie  paintings  bv  Murillo  and  Velas- 
quez, her  mother's  diamonds,  and  the  splendid  wedding  pres- 
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ents  pent  by  hrr  brother,  who  had  pucooodotl  to  tho  titlo,  and 
was  now  Diiko  of  Casa-Real.  Few  women  were  as  happy  a3 
Mme.  Clacp.  There  was  not  the  slightest  eloud  in  the  happi- 
ness that  lasted  for  fifteen  years,  a  happiness  that,  like  a 
bright  light,  transformed  even  the  most  trivial  details  of  daily 
life. 

In  most  men  there  are  inequalities  of  rharaeter  which 
eaiise  eontiniiaj  dis-nnaiicis.  small  wi'akiiesscs  that  lead  to 
biekerin<:s.  till  the  harmony  of  domestic  life  is  spoiled,  and 
the  fair  ideals  perish.  One  man  may  be  ennseientioiis  and 
hardworkiiiiT,  but  he  is  hard  and  stern;  another  is  good- 
natured  but  obstinate:  a  third  will  love  his  wife  sincerely, 
but  he  never  kno\v«!  bis  own  mind;  while  a  fourth  is  so  ab- 
sorbed in  bis  ambiti(ms  that  he  looks  on  nff<'ction  as  a  debt 
to  be  disfbarged,  and  if  be  pives  all  the  vanities  of  fortune 
he  takes  all  joy  out  of  the  day. 

Mediocrity,  in  short,  is  by  its  very  nature  incomplete, 
though  its  sins  of  omission  and  commission  are  not  heinous. 
Clever  folk  are  as  chan;''<'able  as  the  barometer,  genius  alone 
is  essentially  go(ul.  Pert'ect  happiness  is  accordingly  onlv  to 
l)e  found  at  either  extreme  of  the  intellectual  scale;  there  is 
a  like  ei]iia!)ility  of  temperament  in  the  good-natured  idiot 
and  in  the  man  of  genius,  arising  in  the  one  ea-e  froiii  weak- 
ness, and  in  the  other  from  strength  of  character.  Both 
are  capable  of  a  constant  sweetn(ss  of  temper,  which  softens 
the  roughnesses  of  life.  In  the  one  its  source  is  an  eiusy- 
natunnl  tolerance,  and  in  the  other  it  springs  from  in- 
dulgence: a  man  of  genius,  moreover,  is  the  interpreter  of  a 
sublime  thought,  which  cannot  fail  to  bring  his  whole  life 
into  conformity  with  itself.  Bmh  natures  are  simple  and 
transparent  :  the  on<'  because  of  its  shallowness,  the  other 
by  reason  of  it-j  depth.  Clever  Avomen,  therefore,  are  suffi- 
ciently ready  to  take  a  dunce  as  the  best  substitute  for  a 
man  of  genius. 

Balthazar's  greatness  of  character  showed  itself  from  the 
first  in  the  most  trivial  details  of  life.  Conjutral  love  was 
a  magnificent  thing  in  his  eyes;  he  determined  to  develop  all 
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its  beauty;  and,  like  all  powerful  fharaftors.  ho  could  not 
hear  that  tliiTe  sliould  he  any  fallin<j  short  in  attainnunt. 
ilis  inj^ennity  (■oritiinii.lly  varied  tiic  palm  inonntony  of  hap- 
pinos,  and  cvcrythin":  tliat  hi'  did  l)oro  the  stamp  nf  a  nohlo 
nature.  For  instance,  ahhouirh  he  was  in  sympathy  with  the 
plulosoi)hieal  moveineiii  of  the  eiirhteenih  een'iury,  he  in- 
stalled a  jiricst  in  hi-  hou-ehnld  until  the  year  IHOl  (a  step 
which  hiid  him  open  tn  the  .-■vciv  penalties  of  tiie  IJevolu- 
tioiiary  code),  Iniiiinrin;:  the  hi^'nted  Caiholieism  which  his 
Spanish  wit'e  had  ind)il)ed  with  her  mother's  milk.  .Vfler  the 
Konian  ('athnlic  wor.-hip  was  re-ionii  in  Franc(>.  he  went 
with  her  every  Sunday  to  ma.-s. 

Hi.s  attaeliment  never  (piiited  th(»  forms  of  passion.  lie 
never  asserted  the  protectin;/  juiwer  thai  wemen  love  so  well 
to  feel,  heeause  to  his  wife  it  would  have  seemed  like  piitv. 
(tn  the  contrary,  hy  a  most  in,i;enious  form  of  llattery  he 
treated  her  as  liis  v(\\\;[\,  ami  would  hreak  into  playful  re- 
hellion  against  her  aulhority.  as  a  man  will  sometimes  permit 
himself  to  set  the  powiT  of  a  jirelty  woman  at  defiance.  A 
ennlo  of  happines.s  always  hovered  upon  his  lips,  and  his  tones 
were  unvaryinjrly  p>ntle. 

lie  loved  his  Josephine  for  her  sake  and  for  his  own  with 
a  warmth  and  intensity  which  is  a  constant  triliute  to  the 
heaiity  and  the  character  of  a  wife.  Fidelitv,  often  thi>  re- 
sult of  social,  reliLMous,  or  interested  consideration^,  seemed 
in  hi.s  case  to  lie  inv<tliintary,  and  was  always  aecDiupanied 
liy  the  sweet  tlatterie-  of  the  sprinsrtime  of  love.  Duty  was 
I  lie  -ole  ol)li;,^alion  of  marriairc  whicli  wa-  unknown  to  these 
:wo  <'(|ually  lovin<r  hein:,'s.  for  Balthazar  Clae-  found  in  Jo- 
-cphine  de  'i'emniiu.'k  a  constant  and  comideti'  realization  of 


hope: 


His  heart  was  alwavs  satisfied  to  the  full;  he  was 


always  happy,  and  never  weary  of  iiis  happiness.  .\s  iiii^'ht 
iiave  heen  expected,  the  <iranddau,irliter  of  the  hou<(>  of  ('asa- 
leah  with  her  Spanisli  hlood.  possessi'd  the  secret  of  an  "i 


inite  variety,"  l)Ut  she  liad 
levotion,  and  a  woman's  I'enius  1 


no  less  a  capaci 


tv  f 
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or  a  limitless 


es  in  devotion,  as  a 
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aiity  consists  in  grace.     Her  luvo  was  a  blind  fanatici 
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it  a  sipn  f rnin  liiin  she  woulJ  have  gone  joyfully  tn  her  death. 
Halthaziir's  drlicaoy  had  brought  out  all  the  womanly  geu- 
iTosity  of  luT  nature,  and  ?he  longed  to  give  more  than  she 
received.  This  mutual  exchange  of  a  hapjiine.-s  which  each 
in  turn  lavished  upon  the  other,  visibly  centered  her  life  with- 
out her,  and  filleil  her  words,  li(>r  looks,  and  actions  with  a 
love  that  only  grew  stronger  with  time.  On  all  sides  grati- 
tude enrielied  and  varii'd  the  life  of  the  heart,  just  as  the  cer- 
tainty th;it  c;ic!i  lived  only  for  the  other  made  littleness  im- 
possible, :ind  ihe  lea.st  accessories  of  such  a  life  ceased  to  be 
trivialities. 

But  in  the  wlinli'  feminine  creation  are  there  any  happier 
woman  than  the  deformed  wife  who  is  not  crooked  for  the 
eyes  she  loves,  th(>  lame  woman  when  her  hiis!)aud  would  not 
have  her  otlier  than  she  is,  and  the  wife  grown  old  and  gray 
who  is  still  yoiiiig  for  him?  Human  ]ias>ion  can  go  no  fur- 
ther than  this.  Wliei-.  a  woman  is  iidored  f<ir  what  is  usually 
regarded  as  a  defect,  is  not  this  her  greatest  glory?  It  is 
easy  to  forget  in  a  moment's  fascination  that  a  woman  does 
not  walk  straight ;  but  when  she  is  loved  because  she  is  lame, 
it  is  the  apotheosis  of  her  infirmity.  In  the  evangel  of  women 
these  wonN  should  perhajis  be  written,  "Blet^srd  arc  the  imper- 
fect, for  ihrirf!  is  llir  l-infidorn  of  Idvc"  .\nd  of  a  truth  beauty 
must  be  a  misfortune  for  a  woman,  for  the  flower  of  beauty 
that  witiiers  so  soon  counts  for  so  much  in  the  feeling  that  she 
inspires  :  is  she  not  loved  for  iier  beauty  as  an  heiress  is  wedded 
for  her  gnld?  But  a  woman  without  this  perishable  dower, 
after  which  the  children  of  Adam  seek  so  eagerly,  knows  the 
love  that  is  love  iiuleed,  the  inmost  mystery  of  passion,  the 
union  of  soul  with  soul.  The  day  of  disillusion  can  never 
come  for  her.  Her  (harm  is  not  recognized  by  the  world, 
she  owes  it  no  allegiance,  and  is  fair  for  one  alone;  and  win  i 
she  makes  it  her  glory  that  her  defects  should  be  forgotten, 
she  cannot  but  succeed  in  her  aim. 

Accordingly,  the  best  loved  women  in  history  have  been 
by  no  means  perfectly  iieautiful  for  ordinary  eyes;  Cleopatra, 
Joanna  t)f  N'apies,  ])iana  of  Poitiers,  Mile,  du  la  Valliere, 
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Madame  do  Ponipadour,  and  nearly  all  womon  famous 
througliout  the  world  for  the  love  whii'li  they  onee  inspired, 
have  had  their  defeels  and  shortconiin<j>.  while  others  of 
whom  it  is  recorded  that  there  was  no  (law  in  their  loveliness 
have  over  and  over  aj:ain  seen  l<ive  end  in  piteous  tragedy. 
Do  mankind  live,  after  all,  rather  hy  sentiment  than  bv  pleas- 
ure? Perhaps  there  is  a  limit  to  the  cliai'ni  of  mere  phvsical 
beauty,  while  the  beauty  of  the  soul  is  infinite!-'  Is  not  this 
the  moral  of  the  tale  which  forms  a  sctlini:  tu  the  Arahi,iii 
yii/hts?  If  Henry  VIII.  had  found  a  lKird-f(>atun'<l  wife, 
slit'  might  hav<>  defied  the  a.\e,  and  retained  the  wandering 
fancy  of  her  royal  n^.aster. 

Mme.  Claes  was  ill-educated,  a  curious  circumstance,  but 
explainable  enough  in  the  daughter  of  a  Spanish  L'randee. 
She  could  read  and  write,  but  until  her  parents  took  her  from 
the  convent  where  her  girlhood  was  spent  (that  is  to  say, 
until  she  was  twenty  years  old)  .she  had  read  nothing  hut  the 
works  of  religious  ascetics.  On  her  entrance  into  society, 
and  for  a  little  while  after,  she  had  been  too  eaL^er  for  amuse- 
ment to  learn  anything  but  the  frivoluus  arts  of  the  toilette; 
and  later,  she  had  been  so  deeply  mortified  by  her  ignorance, 
that  she  never  ventured  to  take  any  part  in  conversation,  and 
was  set  down  in  consecpience  as  an  uniiitelliucnt  girl.  Rut 
one  result  of  her  neglected  and  mystical  ediuation  had  been 
that  her  natural  capacities  for  thought  and  feeling  had  been 
unspoiled.  In  society  she  was  as  plain  and  uninteresting  an 
an  heiress;  but  for  her  husband  she  grew  beautiful  and 
thoughtful. 

Balthazar  made  some  attempt,  it  is  true,  in  the  early  years 
of  their  marriage  to  teach  his  wife,  so  that  she  tuiglii  not  feel 
at  a  disadvantage  in  this  way.  but  doubtless  he  was  too  Inte, 
for  Josephine  had  no  memory  save  t'lat  of  the  hear'  She 
never  forgot  a  syllable  that  lie  let  fall  concerning  thcm-clves ; 
-  ver\-  least  detail  of  their  happy  life  was  fresh  in  lirr  iniml, 
while  yesterday's  le>-;on  was  forgotten.  This  invincible  ig- 
norance might  have  brought  about  serious  discord^  lietween 
many  a  husband  and  wife;  but  Alme.  ('hu's'  lovc  f(jr  her  bus- 


82 


THE  QIKST  <)l'    rilK   A  f.SOI.T'TR 


band  wa?  nlinDst  a  n'!i,::ioii.  and  the  intuit  inn  df  passionate 
love  and  d^■^^ire  to  prfscrvc  her  liappincss  liad  mad.-  Iut  rpiirk- 
wittod.  She  so  contrived  niattiTs  tiiat  >Iif  always  appeared 
to  understand,  and  lur  iL'nnrancc  was  vitv  seldom  too  ap- 
parent. Not  only  so,  l)Ut  when  two  love  each  other  so  well 
that  every  day  seems  for  them  the  llrst  day  cf  their  love,  sneh 
vital  hap[iiness  has  a  marvelous  power  of  tran<forminir  the 
whole  conditions  of  life.  Does  it  not  hecome  like  childhood, 
careless  of  every thinfr  that  is  not  love  or  joy  and  hnerhter? 

While  the  life  stirs  in  us,  and  its  fires  hurn  fiercely,  we  let 
it  bum  unthriftily.  nor  set  ourselves  to  mea.-ure  the  nu-ans 
or  the  end.  For  the  rest.  Mme.  ("laes  understood  her  posi- 
tion as  a  wife  better  than  any  dau;,diter  of  l-"ve.  Her  char- 
acter was  a  picjuant  cond)ination  of  Spanish  jiridt^  with  the 
Bubmissivenes.s  of  the  Flamande  which  makes  the  domestic 
hearth  so  attractive.  She  wa-  di,Lrnifled :  slie  could  command 
respect  by  a  glance  which  revealed  a  c(in>cionsnc~s  of  her  own 
value  and  lur  high  descent,  but  before  (Maes  she  trembled. 
She  hail  set  her  husbaiul  so  on  high,  so  near  to  God,  that 
trie  thought  of  what  he  would  say  or  think  controlled  her 
eircry  thought  or  action,  and  her  lose  had  come  to  have  a 
tmge  of  awe  which  heightened  it.  Slie  had  made  it  a  point 
of  honor  to  maintain  the  old  Flemi-h  l)ourg(H)is  traditions  of 
the  h-'u-ie;  she  had  [irided  her-t'lf  on  the  plenty  and  comfort 
of  her  .lusekeepinp,  on  the  clas-ic  cleanliness  of  every  de- 
rvthing  ;iust  be  of  the  best,  every  ilish  at  dinner  must 
-itelv  Cooked  and  served.  She  so  ruled  things  in  her 
d  that  all  their  outer  life  was  in  harmony  with  the 
e  lieart. 
■  ley  had  two  boys  and  two  girls.  The  oldest  child,  a  girl 
n^  1  Marguerite,  was  l)orn  in  17nii:  th(>  youiigest.  a  three- 
year-old  boy.  they  had  called  dean  lialthazar.  Motherly  love 
was  almost  as  strong  in  Mine.  Claes  as  her  atTection  for 
her  husband.  Sometimes,  especially  in  the  last  years  of  her 
life,  there  was  a  cruel  struggle  between  love  for  her  husband 
and  love  for  her  ehiblreii.  when  two  claims  upon  her  heart 
so  nearly  equal  had  become  in  some  sort  antagonistic.     This 
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was  the  (lnuu-^tir  (Iruiiia  liidck'ii  away  in  tlio  slocpy  old  houso, 
and  in  tlic  sceni'  with  which  the  story  (ij)ons  licr  tears  and 
till'  aiij:iiisli  on  hvv  face  win-  caused  hy  a  I'ear  that  she  had 
sacriliced   her  iliildren  to  her  liii^band. 

In  ISO.")  Mine.  C'laes'  brother  had  died  leavinf;^  no  children. 
His  sister,  according:  to  Spanish  law,  could  not  inherit  the 
estates,  whieli  ])a.-sed  with  the  title  to  the  heir-at-law;  but 
the  Duke  had  left  to  her  about  sixty  thousand  ducats,  and 
the  represeiit.itive  of  the  younger  branch  of  the  hou.-e  did 
not  cliallen<.'e  tJic  wjH.  X,,  thouLrht  of  interest  had  ever 
mingled  with  ilieir  love;  yet  dosephuie  found  a  certain  satis- 
faction in  the  thought  that  her  fortune  now  eijualed  that  of 
her  husband,  ;iud  wa.s  glad  that  in  lier  turn  she  brought  soine- 
thing  to  hini  from  whom  she  had  been  generously  content 
to  receive  everything.  So  it  chanced  that  P.althazar's  mar- 
riage, wiiich  j)rudent  jjcople  had  condemned,  turned  out  to 
be  a  good  match  from  a  worldly  point  of  view. 

It  was  a  sutliciently  ditliculi  problem  to  know  what  to  do 
with  the  money.  The  Mai.-on  ('lae<  wa.s  so  rich  in  treasures 
of  art.  in  jiictures  and  valuable  furniture,  that  it  was  scarcely 
possible  to  find  anything  worthy  .jf  being  added  to  such  a 
eolleetion,  formed  by  the  taste  u(  their  anceslnt  .  The  noble 
collection  of  pictures  had  l>een  begun  by  one  generation  and 
completed  by  those  that  followed,  a  love  of  art  having  thus 
become  a  family  tradition.  There  were  lifty  paintings  in  the 
folate  apartments  on  the  first  floor,  and  in  the  long  gallery 
which  connected  those  rooms  with  the  (|uarter  in  which  the 
family  lived  there  were  moP'  than  a  hundred  famous  j)ic- 
tures  by  l?ubens,  Kuysdael.  Van  Dvck,  Ter!»urg,  tlerard  Dow. 
Teniers,  Mieris,  Paul  Potter,  Woiiverman,  Hembran.il.  Hob- 
bema,  (.'ranach.  and  Holbein.  Three  centuries  of  patient  ro- 
H'arch  had  assembled  them.  Jvxamples  of  the  French  and 
Italian  schools  were  in  the  min<:rity,  but  nevertheless  they 
were  all  of  them  genuine  and  of  capital  importance. 

.Another  generation  had  been  amMteurs  ..f  Oriental  jjorce- 
laiii.  Some  ('lacs,  long  dc.nl  and  uonc.  bad  been  an  ciithu- 
siastie  collector  of  old  furinlurc  or  of  silver  plate;  Balthazar's 


84 


TIIK  yfKSr  Ol'  TIIK  AHSOIJ'TE 


v*4 


I 


own  fatlior,  the  In-t  -iirviv.ir  of  thf  one.'  t'aiuoii.-;  Dutch  .so- 
ciety, liiid  hc(HR'athf(l  tc  tii-  -nil  ouo  i)f  the  finest  kiinwu  i-ol- 
lectinii-  of  tuli]i>:  thciv  \\,i>  not  a  ('lacs  l)iit  iiad  h'ft  some 
trace  ol'  his  ruling'  ]ias-ioii.  a'nl  every  Flciiiiii;,'  is  a  Iku-m  coI- 
lootur.  The  oKl  huiK-e  was  -n|MThly  fiiriiislicd  witli  heir- 
looms, wliich  rciire-eiilcd  vast  >ums  of  money.  Without,  it 
was  as  smooth  and  hare  as  a  >ca-shell,  and  lii<c  a  shell  it  was 
decked  wiihin  with  fair  colors  and  radiani  iiioiher-()f-]H'arl. 

Rallliazar  ('lacs  nho  pos^^sed  a  rountry  lionse  in  the  plain 
of  Orchio.  So  far  from  adopting  the  Frcncli  plan  and  liv- 
ing: up  lc>  his  incnme.  he  never  spent  more  than  one-fourth 
of  it,  following:  old  I5atavian  u.-aucs.  This  put  him  on  the 
same  footiiii:  a-<  ihe  wealthiesi  persons  in  Douai.  for  their 
yearly  expenditure  never  exceeded  iwdve  hundred  dneats. 

In  the  days  when  the  Civil  Code  hecame  the  laA'  of  the 
land,  tile  wisdom  of  this  course  was  ahunilantly  evident.  By 
virtue  of  th"  clause  ilcs  .'^iici  <:<.<ii)iis,  which  divides  tlie  estate 
in  ecjual  shares  amoni:  the  clnldrcn,  each  child's  share  would 
have  Ijecn  snuill,  and  the  treasures  stored  for  so  long  in  the 
hou-i'  of  {'lacs  must  have  one  day  hecn  di>persed.  With  his 
wife's  roncurn  lice  Balthazar  invented  ^liiie.  Claes'  fortune 
in  siuh  a  manner  as  to  secure  to  each  of  their  children  a  posi- 
tion similar  to  that  in  which  they  had  lieen  hrou^dit  up,  and 
tile  house  of  ('lacs  was  still  kept  up  on  the  old  footing.  They 
houirht  woods  which  had  sutfered  somewhat  in  the  recent 
wars,  i)ut  whicli  in  ten  years'  time,  with  due  care,  were  likely 
to  increase  enormously  in  value. 

The  society  in  which  M.  Claes  moved  consisted  of  the  olde.st 
families  o(  Douai.  His  wife's  nohle  (|iialities  ,ind  character 
were  >o  thoroutrhly  ajtpreciated,  that  hy  a  sort  of  tacit  asjroe- 
ment  the  social  reiinlations  so  strin,t:entlv  enforced  in  old- 
fashioned  towns  were  .-on.ewhat  relaxed  in  her  ease.  Durint^ 
the  winter  months,  which  were  alway.^  spent  in  Douai,  she 
.M'ldom  left  her  house,  and  went  very  little  into  .society — so- 
ciety c.ime  to  her.  Sli(>  received  every  Wednesdav,  and  jzave 
three  I.-iri'-c  diiiner  i)artie<  every  month.  It  was  <renerally 
recognized  that  Mme.  (.'laes  I'elt  more  at  ease  in  iier  own  house. 
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and  she  hcrs^clf  was  little  iiK  lined  to  leave  it  ;  lier  love  for  her 
lui.-liand  and  her  eliildren,  wlioni  she  was  brin^'ing  up  very 
carefully,  ke()t  her  at  home. 

I'ntil  the  year  180!»  there  was  no  chan«,'o  in  tho  ways  of 
the  household,  thus  privile^red  to  fortii  an  exception  to  ac- 
cepted social  rules.  The  life  of  these  two  being's,  with  its 
hidden  depths  of  love  and  Joy,  llowed  on  to  all  ap|)earance 
like  other  lives.  Haltlmzar  ("laes"  passion  for  his  wift'.  which 
she  had  known  how  to  keep,  seemed,  as  he  himself  said,  to 
have  determined  his  bent,  and  his  innate  perseveranee  was 
employed  in  the  cultivati(ui  of  happiness,  as  he  had  culti- 
vated tulij)?  in  his  youth;  it  absolved  him  from  the  necessity 
for  a  mania  traditional  in  his  family.  Rut  at  the  end  of  the 
year  a  chan<,'e  came  over  Balthazar:  it  came  about  so  iniper- 
<('ptil)ly  that  at  first  Mine.  Claes  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
ask  the  reason  of  these  ominous  si^nis.  One  evening'  he 
seemed  preoccupied  as  he  went  to  bed,  and  she  conscientiously 
respected  his  mood.  Her  woman's  tact  and  habits  of  submis- 
sion had  always  led  her  to  wait  for  Raltha/ar's  confidence; 
she  felt  far  too  sure  of  his  affect  ion  to  ^'ive  way  to  jealousy. 
Vet  thou.ijh  she  knew  that  any  ih(ji!iry  would  meet  with  a 
Iiromi>t  answer,  tlu  old  impres.-ioiis  of  early  life  had  ;riven  her 
ail  instinctive  dread  of  a  rebutr.  Her  husband's  moral  malady 
went  throufxli  many  stages,  and  only  by  slow  deprees  did  it 
assume  an  acute  form,  and  -rrow  so  intolerablv  violent  that 
at  last  the  happiness  of  a  whole  hoii.sehold  was  destroyed. 
Ib'wcver  enirrossinj:  Halthazar's  thouj.'hts  might  be,  he  was 
ivady  for  many  nioiuhs  to  lay  them  aside  to  talk  with  her; 
and  there  was  no  alteration  in  his  alTection.  his  fretpient  silent 
moods  Were  the  only  indications  of  the  change  that  was  being 
wrought  in  his  character. 

It  was  long  before  Mine.  Claes  gave  up  the  hope  that  her 
husband  would  approach  the  subject  himself  and  tell  her 
about  his  mysterious  preoccupations.  Sometimes  she  thought 
that  he  was  waiting  until  there  should  be  some  practical 
result  of  his  labors;  tiiere  is  a  kind  of  pride  in  so  manv  men 
which  leads  them  to  fight  their  battles  alone  and  to  appe;  >• 
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oiilv  as  vlriiii'.  Ill  ili.it  (lay  nf  trinin|ili  llic  li^^lit  of  hajipi- 
nos  wniilil  -liiiic  all  till'  inniv  itriLrlillv  t'nr  \-y\'\ii  witlulrawn 
for  a  wliilr.  iiiiil  r.alilia/.ar".-  love  w.nil.l  iill  ii|i  all  tlio  blank 
BpacMs  III  iIk'  pau'f  "I'  lil'<'.  Iilaiiks  U>v  \vlii(li  his  heart  was  not 
to  hlaiiic.  .I(i-c|ihiiii'  knew  lirr  hii>l)aii(l  wtl!  ciKuiL'h  to  knnw 
tiiat  lie  wnulil  lu'Vci-  f(ir;xi\f  liiinsi'li"  if  he  (liscDvcrcd  thai  his 
PciuiaV  iiaii|iiiif-s  hail  Ih'im  nvcrcast  fm-  >i)  many  inunths. 
So  she  kc|it  -ilciKv.  aii'l  IVI,  ii  a  kind  nf  j^v  t"  >iiir.T  thnaiL'h 
iiini  and  for  him;  I'nr  Iht  |).'-^«!(in  ihcif  \va-  a  trarc  of  the 
i)ictv  III'  thr  Spaniard,  which  can  iii'Vcr  di-tiiiLriii-h  hrtwc<'n 
rcli;.'iiin  and  \o\i\  and  cannot  iiiidcr-tanil  a  Invc  without 
sulfcriii;.'.  She  \Miilcil  i'nr  a  ntiirii  ut'  alTcclion.  ^ayinjr  to 
liiT.-flf  i\ciy  fv.iiin;:,  ■"it  w  II  sun  ly  <nmc  to-nmrrnw  I"  ns 
if  love  Were  an  ah<ent  wanderer.  Itiirinj:  all  tli'  -e  soerot 
troiil)le>  .-he  was  expeeliiii,'  her  yountri  -t  ehilil.  There  had 
been  a  horrihle  revelitinii  of  a  wretched  future,  l-'verythin^ 
-eenied  In  draw  her  hi:-hand  from  her,  and  even  in  his  1  .ve 
lie  was  pieoccup  111.  Her  woman'.-  pride,  wounded  for  the 
fir>t  lime,  -..unded  the  Icpth.-  ..f  the  mv-t.  rious  <.nilf  which 
M'|)arated  her  frniii  the  < 'lae.s  I'  their  early  married  life. 
From  'liat  time  thin.L's  ;:rew  wor-e  and  wnr.so.  C'lae<.  who 
but  laii  iy  had  '"cn  immersed  in  family  hai  |niiess,  who  jilayod 
with  his  ehildri  ii  I'nr  nolo  hnurs  tou't'ther  at  romjiini:  j^'amcs 
on  the  carpet,  in  the  jiarl"! .  lu-  in  the  <:arden  walks,  who 
seemed  as  if  he  could  only  live  heiieath  the  (hirk  eyes  of  his 
IVpita,  did  not  notice  his  wife's  eonditiini,  for;:ot  to  share 
in  the  family  life,  and  seemed  tn  forirel  his  own  existence. 

The  lon^rcr  Mme.  (Maes  delayed  to  ask  the  reason  of  his 
preoccu])ation.  tlu'  niure  her  enura^^e  failed  her.  Her  blood 
seemed  to  boil  at  the  thou;,dit,  and  her  voice  died  in  her 
thrnat.  .\t  last  >he  fell  convinced  ihat  her  husband  had 
ceased  to  care  for  her,  and  irrew  seriou>lv  alarmed.  This 
dread  jrrew  upon  her;  she  brunded  over  it  till  her  hours  were 
filled  with  unhappy  musings  am!  feveri-h  i-xcitement,  and 
she  hejian  to  iles])air.  She  ju-tified  lialthazar  at  her  own 
expense,  te'.linjf  herself  that  -he  was  old  and  Uizly.  Then 
it  seemed  lo  her  that  she  saw  a  generous  motive,  humiliating 
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ihouph  it  mi^iht  h-  to  Iut  pride,  in  liis  iili-nrption  in  his 
work;  it  wns  a  kind  of  ncirativf  faitlifulncss;  she  di-tunuinoJ 
to  ^.'ive  him  back  li'-i  indi'pfiidi'iiic  liy  lirin^rin;;  al>oiit  a  sccn't 
divorci",  that  clut'  to  the  apjiarciit  happiiU'>>  of  not  a  fow 
houst'hohls.  Yi't  before  renoiiiicin;:  thnr  old  life,  ?-hi'  made 
an  effort  to  read  her  liusliand".-  iu'art — and  foiiml  it  shut. 

She  saw  iiow  Uahhazar,  by  :-iow  dejrrees,  became  indiiTerent 
to  evi'Tvlhin^'  that  liad  once  been  dear  to  lum;  he  (ared  no 
liiM^rer  for  his  tulips  in  llowcr;  he  seenieil  to  have  fori,'otten 
liie  vorv  cxistenco  of  his  ihildien.  Clearly  this  pas>iiin  was 
one  of  those  that  lie  without  the  jiale  (jf  the  heart's  aU'ections, 
but  which  no  less,  ils  women  think,  dry  up  the  spring  of 
atfection.  Love  slept,  but  had  not  tied.  This  was  some  ecini- 
I'ort,  thouj;h  the  trou' le  itself  remained  a.s  heretofore;  and 
h(jp(  .  the  e.vplanatiou  of  all  situations  liki!  these,  prolonged 
I  he  crisis. 

Sometimes,  just  as  the  pour  wife's  despair  had  irrown  to 
such  a  pitch  that  she  had  ;:atlu'rcd  coura;:e  to  (juestion  her 
luisband,  there  would  be  a  biief  inter\al  nf  hiippiiiess,  and 
i')althazar  would  make  it  clear  to  her  ilial  iliontrh  he  mij^ht 
lie  in  the  clutches  of  some  diabolical  thHii;.'ht,  it  was  a  thouj:ht 
which  still  permitted  him  to  be  himself  airain  at  times.  In 
these  brief  nion.cnts,  when  her  sky  grew  brighter,  she  was 
too  eager  to  enjoy  the  gleam  of  happiness,  loo  afraid  to  lo.se 
any  of  it  by  her  importunity,  to  ask  for  an  e\plaiiation ;  and 
Just  as  she  nerved  herself  \o  speak,  h(>  would  escape  her. 
While  the  words  were  on  her  lips,  Haltliazar  wouM  suddenly 
leave  her,  or  he  would  fall  into  deep  musings  from  which 
nothing:  could  arouse  him. 

Before  very  long  there  set  in  a  reaction  of  the  mental  on 
the  physical  e.xistriice.  The  havnc  ilius  wrought  was  scarcely 
visible  at  first,  save  to  the  t'yes  of  a  loving  woman,  who 
watched  for  a  clue  to  her  husi)an(r-  iiimn^t  thoughts  in  ih-'ir 
slightest  manifestations.  She  could  ofien  scarcely  keep  bai  k 
the  tears  as  she  saw  him  lling  himself  down  after  dinner  into 
an  easy-chair  by  the  flroidc.  and  sit  there  uilh  his  eyes  fixiMl 
on  one  of  the  dark  panels,  gluoLuy,  abstracted,  utterly  heedless 
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of  lilt'  di'iul  i^ili'iicf  about  him.  She  watched,  too.  with  an 
achinj,'^  luart  the  gradual  changes  for  the  worse  in  l  le  face 
that  Ime  had  made  suldiiiie  for  Iier;  it  seemed  as  if  the  life 
of  the  soul  was  day  by  day  wiilidrawing  it.-flf  an<l  leaving  an 
expressionless  mask.  At  times  his  eyes  grew  glassy,  as  if  the 
faculty  of  sight  in  them  had  been  converted  to  a  power  of 
inner  vj.-ion.  After  the  children  had  gone  to  be(l.  after  long 
silent  hours  full  of  painful  and  solitary  breoding.  pnur  Pepita 
would  venture  to  ask,  "Do  you  feel  ill,  dear?"  Sometimes 
Balthazar  would  not  answer  at  all,  or  he  came  to  himself 
with  a  start  like  a  man  suddenly  awakened  from  sleep,  and 
said,  '"No,""  in  har.->h,  sepulchral  tones,  which  fell  heavily  on 
his  wife's  (piivering  heart. 

Josephine  tried  at  first  to  keep  this  anomalous  state  of 
things  in  their  household  a  secret  from  the  outer  world,  but 
this  {)roved  to  be  impossible.  Balthazar's  behavior  was  knowm 
and  discussed  in  every  coterie,  in  every  salon;  and,  as  fre- 
quently happens  in  little  towns,  certain  circles  were  better 
informed  as  to  the  Claes'  atfairs  than  ^Ime.  Claes  herself. 
Several  of  her  friends  broke  through  the  silence  prescribed 
by  politeness,  and  showed  so  much  solicitude  on  her  account, 
that  she  hastened  to  e.\plain  her  hu.sband's  singular  conduct. 

"M.  Balthazar,"  she  said,  "was  engaged  on  a  great  work. 
It  took  up  all  his  time  and  energies;  but  if  it  succeeded,  it 
would  make  iiim  famous,  and  his  native  town  would  have 
reason  to  bo  proud  of  him." 

Patriotic  enthusiasm  runs  high  in  Douai ;  you  would  bo 
hard  put  to  it  to  find  a  town  more  eager  for  distinction;  the 
prospect  of  glory  was  gratifying  to  local  vanity;  there  was  a 
reaction  in  people's  minds,  and  M.  Claes'  proceedings  were 
viewed  more  respectfully. 

His  wife's  gut'sses  were  not  so  ver\"  far  from  the  truth. 
Workmen  had  been  emphned  for  some  time  past  in  the  garret 
above  the  state  apartments,  whither  Balthazar  went  every 
morning.  He  sjtent  more  and  more  of  his  time  up  there  now, 
until  at  last  he  was  in  the  garret  all  day  long,  and  his  wife 
and  the  rest  of  the  family  fell  iu  with  the  new  ways  by  de- 
grees. 
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But  Mmo.  Chu': 


had  vet  to  loarn.  to  licr  iinspoakablo  an- 

ific 


piiish.  that  !ior  husband  was  al\va.v>  l)uyin^r  scit'iitihc  appa- 
ratus in  Paris;  that  hooks,  niachint's.  and  costly  niaterials 
of  all  kinds  wen-  hcinir  x'nt  to  liiin:  and  that  he  was  bent 
on  disc-overing  iho  Philosophor's  Stone.  All  this  sht-  nnist 
hear  throu-:h  the  onkious  kindness  of  friends  who  were  sur- 
prised to  fmd  her  in  ijrnorance  of  Ikt  husband's  doinj^s.  It 
was  a  bitter  humiliation.  These  friends  proceeded  to  say 
that  .-he  ou.oht  to  think  of  her  children  and  of  her  own  future, 
ami  that  she  wouhl  be  doin.sr  very  wron-,'  if  she  did  not  use  her 
iiilhience  with  her  husband  to  turn  him  from  the  paths 
of  error  into  which  he  had  strayed.  Mnie.  Claes  might  sum- 
mon a  great  lady's  in.solence  to  her  aid,  and  silence  this  absurd 
talk:  but  a  sudden  terror  seixed  her  in  spite  of  her  confident 
tone,  and  she  determined  that  she  would  no  longer  efface 
herself.  She  would  choose  her  ground,  and  speak  to  her  hus- 
band on  an  eipial  footing;  and  so,  feeling  less  tremulous,  she 
ventured  to  ask  Balthazar  for  the  cause  of  the  change  in  him 
and  the  reason  of  his  continual  seclusion.  The  Fleming 
frowned  as  he  answered  her: 

"My  dear,  you  would  not  understand  it  in  the  least." 
One  day  Josei>liine  had  begged  hard  to  know  this  secret, 
playfully  grumbling  that  she  who  shared  his  life  might  not 
share  all  his  thoughts. 

"If  you  want  to  know  about  it  so  much,"  Balthazar  an- 
swered, seeing  his  wife  on  her  knees,  "I  will  tell  you.  I  am 
studying  chemistry."  he  said,  stroking  her  black  hair,  "and 
1  am  the  happiest  man  in  the  world." 

Two  years  after  the  winter  in  which  M.  Claes  began  his 
experiments,  the  house  was  no  longer  the  same.  Perhaps 
the  chemist's  abstracted  ways  had  given  offence;  ])erhaps  his 
acquaintances  felt  themselves  to  be  in  the  way;  or  it  may 
have  been  that  the  anxieties  of  which  Mme.  Claes  never  spoke 
had  altered  her,  and  people  found  her  les.^  phar-in-r  than 
b.eretofore.  Whatever  the  cause  miirht  be.  she  only  received 
visits  from  her  most  intimato  friends,  and  Balthazar  wetit 
nowhere.     He  shut  himself  up  in  his  laboratory  all  day,  and 
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soinetitius  all  iiiirlit  ;  his  family  never  saw  him  except  at 
dinner.  Alter  the  second  year  the  winter  and  summer  wert' 
jilit\e  .-pent  in  Denai  :  his  wife  liad  no  desire  to  leave  Balthazar 
and  l:"o  alone  to  their  eonntfv  house. 

Haltha/ar  would  take  loiii:  .-olitaiw  walks,  .sometimes  only 
reliirninLr  on  the  t'ollowinir  day.  'I'ho.-e  were  lon;j  nijrhts  of 
sieki'iiin^-- anxiety  for  hi.-  wife  In  l)oiiai.  as  in  most  fortified 
towns,  the  L'ates  of  the  city  ncre  shut  at  a  fixed  hour;  when 
search  and  ini|iiiry  within  the  walls  had  hecn  made  iti  vain, 
]io(ir  Mine.  ('Iae>  had  not  even  the  support  (d'  expectation, 
hair  hope,  lialf  an,i:iii-h.  and  mn^t  wait  till  ni^rninic  ii^^  '^est 
she  miiiht.  .\nd  in  tlie  morniiiLr  Balthazar  would  return  a.s 
if  imtliiiiu'-  had  happeiicd.  lie  ha<l  simply  forL'otten.  in  his 
ah.-traclioii,  the  hour  at  which  the  pite<  wi're  closed,  and 
had  no  >u-|)icion  of  the  torture  which  h<'  had  inflicted  on  his 
family.  The  joy  mid  relief  were  nearly  a-  perilous  for  ^fme. 
Claes  as  terror  and  sn.-pen*e  had  lieen.  She  made  no  eom- 
inent  ;  -he  never  spoke  to  him  (d"  his  wanderin,<rs.  Once  she 
had  l)e<:nn  to  a-l<  a  (pie<tion.  and  she  had  not  fortrotten  the 
tone  of  amazcMienl   iii  which  he  answered: 

''Why.  cannot  one  take  a  walk?" 

The  pa-sit>ns  cannot  Im-  deceived,  ^^me.  Claes'  own  niiseiv- 
in^rs  here  witnes-  id"  the  truth  of  the  reports  which  she  had 
at  fir-t  .-o  lightly  contr.-dictcd.  She  hail  suffered  so  much 
from  ])oiite  coTiveiitional  sympathy  in  her  youth  that  she  had 
no  wi>h  to  e\|ierieiice  it  ,i  -econd  time.  She  therefore  im- 
mured her-elf  more  c!o-ely  than  ever  in  her  home,  her  ae- 
(piaiiitam-cs  dropped  off,  and  her  h'W  remainintr  friends  soon 
i'oIIowimI  suit. 

Haltha/ar's  -^loverdv  attire  wa-  hy  no  means  the  least  of  her 
tnuildes.  There  i-  alwav-;  souiethinLr  deirr.adinLr  in  ne^rleet 
of  this  kind  for  a  man  who  l)eIon</s  to  the  upper  classes:  and 
she  felt  it  ail  th<>  more  ke(>nly.  hecau.-;e  she  had  heen  used  to 
a  Flemi-h  ivlineme-it  id'  cleanliness.  With  the  hidp  of  Le- 
Tnulipiinicr.  Iict  hu-^hand"<  valet.  .lo<pphine  tried  for  a  while 
to  repair  the  havoc  wrouLdit  hy  the-e  pursuit^:  hut  fhe  new 
garment-  with  wnieii,  without  Claes'  knowledge,  she  replaced 
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the  torn,  burnt,  and  -taiiicil  cldthiiii:,  wen,'  little  hotter  than 
ra<rs  by  the  end  nl'  the  day,  and  .-he  ;.MVe  u|i  the  att'^iij)!  in 
despair. 

After  fifteen  years  of  hapiiiiie.--.  it  seemed  to  tlie  wife,  who 
had  never  kiw»wii  a  pani:  of  jealoii,-y.  thai  she  counted  for 
notliintr  in  the  iieart  wliere  >lie  had 
1 


rei,:^iied    hut   lately,  and 
le  .Spaniard   in   her  nature  a\vui<e.      Seieiue  was  her  rivah 


I'lui  Her.  ;inil  love  re 


Seieiiee  had  won  her  hu>handV  heart  t 
ncwed  it-  streii;/ih  ill  the  (ires  of  jialnu-y  iluit  een-umed  lier 
hiart.  1)UI  what  could  ,-he  do?  What  iv-i-ianee  could  >lu! 
make  ajiainsl  ihi>  slowly  Lrr<i\\iiiir  Uraiinens  pnuer  that  lU'V 


er 


rela.xe'l  its  hold.'  tin-  invi.-iii!e  rival  who  cnuld  iiui  he  .-laiii.-^ 
A  woman's  power  is  linnted  by  nature:  how  can  she  eni;ap' 
in  a  stru,i;,i:'le  with  an  Jdea,  with  the  iniiiiiie  de'i-his  (if 
lhiui;:ht  and  cliarms  that  are  always  renewed"  What  could 
-he  attempt  in  the  I'ace  of  the  co(|Uetiaes  of  ideas  which  take 


new   forms  and   'jvnw   fairer  amid   diiriculiie-,   wliidi   1 


to  tlie  seeker,  and   lure  him  on  so   tar   trom  the  w 


trrows   fori'eifn!  of  all   tl 


unu-  else,  ami   liumaii    love  aiK 


iecKiI\ 

)r!d  that 
1 


human  ties  are  a>  nolhuiL:  to  him  .■' 

A  day  came  at   last   when,  in   -pile  of  strict  ovdc^rs   from 
Balthazar.  hi>  wife  determined  that  at  least  in  bodily  presence 


he  would    he   near  him 


lie   also    woulij 


li\e   in   the  "■arret 


where  he  had  shut   himself  up.  and   mcd    licr  rival   there  oi 


(K 


r  own  irround  and  at  close  (piarters 


usiiam 


1  di 


run 


th 


e    lonir   Hours   w 


slle  woulil  l)e  with  her 
liich  he  lavisiicd  on  ttie 
lerrihle  ini.-tress  who  had  won  his  heart  from  her.  She  meant 
to  steal  into  the  mysterious  workshop,  and  to  earn  the  riirht 
of  remaining''  there.  Hut  as  she  dreaded  an  eX])losion  of 
wrath,  and  feared  a  witness  (d'  the  scene,  she  waited  for  a 
<lay  when  her  hu-band  should  be  alone,  before  makinu'  her 
eifort  to  share  witli  Lemu!i|uinier  the  riuhl  of  entry  into  the 


boratorv.     For  s. 


ome  time  she  had  watchi 


eil  tlie  tnan  s  eoni- 


'iiL'sand  jroiiif's,  ami  almost  hateil  hini.    Was  it  not  intolerable 


at   the  servant  should   know  a 

i  that  her  husband  hid  from  her.  am 


1   that   -he   |oni.M'd  to   learn, 
1  that  -he  (I'd  not  dare 


!o  a; 


k?  It 


H'emed  to  her  that  I.einnloiiinier  was  more  privi- 
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:luT  ill  !rt  husliamrs  (■>tiiiiati()ii  than  sho, 


l('>:i'(l.  and  -\i>v(\ 
his  own  wife. 

So  she  went  to  the  .traiTct.  trciiihli'iir.  vet  almost  happy, 
and  for  the  tirsl  tiiiu'  in  inr  life  was  made  to  f.-cl  Balthazar's 
an^^cr.  Scarcely  had  >lif  "|i(iu'd  the  dnnr,  when  he  rushed 
forward  and  .-eizcd  iier,  and  pii>he(|  her  oiit  on  to  the  stairciii^c 
so  nmaldy  that  slie  narrowly  escaped  a  headhm^'  fall. 

'•(iod  he  jiraisiil!  You  are  still  alive !""  cried  Balthiizar, 
as  he  helped  her  to  ri-e. 

The  splinters  of  a  shattered  ^'lass  mask  fell  ahout  Mme. 
Claes:  she  looked  up  and  saw  her  hushand"s  face,  white,  hag- 
jrard,  and  terrified. 

"Uear,  I  told  you  not  to  como  here."  he  pasped,  sinking 
down  on  a  step  as  if  all  his  siren,uth  had  left  him.  '"The 
saints  have  saved  your  life.  1  wonder  h.ow  it  chanced  ihat 
niv  eves  were  fi.xed  on  the  door  just  then.  We  were  all  but 
killed  !" 

"I  should  have  been  very  happy  to  die  so,"  she  said. 

"My  ixperinient  is  utterly  ruined,"  Balthazar  went  on.  "I 
could  not  foririve  any  one  else  for  causin.ir  me  such  a  grievous 
disappointment;  it  is  too  painful.  In  another  moment  I 
should  perhaps  have  decomposed  nitrogen!  .  .  .  There, 
go  back  to  your  own  atfairs,'"  and  Balthazar  returned  to  his 
laboratory. 

"/  should  perhaps  hare  drcoinposril  nitrogen'"  the  poor 
wife  said  to  herself,  as  she  went  back  to  her  own  room;  and 
once  there,  she  hurst  into  tears. 

The  phrase  conveyed  no  meaning  to  her.  Men,  whose  edu- 
cation irives  them  a  certain  readiness  to  deal  with  new  ideas, 
do  not  know  how  painful  it  is  to  a  woman  to  lack  the  power 
to  understand  the  thoughts  of  the  man  she  loves.  These 
divine  creatures  are  more  indulgent  than  we  are;  they  do  not 
tell  us  when  they  fail  to  find  respon.se  to  ihe  language  of  their 
souls  :  they  shrink  from  making  us  feel  the  superiority  of  their 
sentiments,  dis-eiuhle  their  pain  joyfully,  and  are  silent  about 
the  pleasures  that  wc  do  not  enter  into.  But  they  are  more 
ambitious  in  love  than  we  are;  they  must  do  more  than  wed 
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;i  man's  lioart.  tlicy  must  sluirc  his  tlimi.Lrlits  .-l-  wi'll.  I;xiio- 
rancc  of  hor  luL-band's  scic'iitific  pursuits  j/avf  Mim-.  CUuvs 
a  iiinrc  iiitolcraljlc  hrarlachc  than  a  rivalV  hcauly  cowhl 
have  caused.  The  woman  who  luvcs  the  n:ust  is  at  Ica-st  oon- 
.-cioiis  of  this  advantage  over  her  rival;  but  such  nejrleet  as 
this  hd't  her  face  to  face  with  her  utter  lielph'ssness ;  it  Wivs  a 
humihuting  iiidiU'erence  to  all  the  alfeetioiis  that  help  us  to 
live. 

Josephine  loved,  hut  >he  ili<l  u>>[  know,  and  Iter  want  of 
knowledge  separated  her  from  her  hushand.  But  besides 
this  ;!nd  beyond  this,  ihere  lay  a  last  extn'mity  of  torture; 
he  was  often  between  life  and  death,  it  seemed;  under  the 
same  roof,  and  yet  far  front  iter,  he  was  risking  his  life  with- 
out her  knowledge,  in  dangers  which  she  might  not  share. 
It  was  like  hell — a  prison  for  the  soul  from  which  there  was 
no  way  of  esca])e,  where  there  was  no  hope  left.  Mme.  Claes 
determined  that  at  any  rate  she  would  leani  in  what  the 
iUtractions  of  this  science  consisted,  and  privately  set  herself 
to  read  works  on  chemistry.  Then  the  house  became  like  a 
convent. 

The  "Maison  Claes"  had  passed  through  all  these  successive 
( hangos,  and  by  the  time  that  this  story  commences  was  almost 
"dead  to  the  world." 

The  crisis  grew  more  complicated.  Like  all  impassioned 
natures.  Mme.  Claes  never  thought  of  herself:  and  those  who 
know  love,  know  that  where  affection  is  concerned  money  is 
of  small  moment,  and  interest  and  affection  are  almost  incom- 
patible. Yet  it  was  not  without  a  cruel  pang  that  .Tos(>phine 
learned  that  there  was  a  mortgage  of  three  hundred  thousand 
francs  on  her  husband's  estates.  There  were  documents  which 
proved  this  beyond  a  doubt,  and  gave  occasion  for  gossip  and 
dismayed  conjecture  in  the  town.  Mme.  Claes.  justly 
alarmed,  felt  compelled,  proud  though  she  was,  to  make  'n- 
qniries  of  her  husband's  notary,  to  confide  her  anxieties  to 
him.  or  to  enable  him  to  guess  them ;  and  was  forced  to  hoar 
from  the  lips  of  the  man  of  htisines-  the  humiliating  in- 
<|iiirv — "Then  has  not  M.  Claes  as  yet  said  anything  to  you 
about  it?" 
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Tjii-kih.  I'.,iitl!;i/.,ir"--  iintaiy  \\;i-  alin"~t  a,  j'clatioii.  M. 
Clac-"  :jr  iiull'.itlii'r  1i;p1  ii'arrin!  nn,-  nf  the  I'icnpiiiis  of 
Aiiiwi  rp.  '1'  till'  amr  family  as  the  l'ii'n|iiin-  ni'  Donai;  and 
fvri-  -iiirr  ilii-  1 1  la  p  I'i  iiL!! '  tln'  laliiT  liianrh,  tlniiiLrli  scarcely 
ac(|iiaiiii>'!l  wiili  the  ('ia( -.  had  ludkcd  ii|iuii  tln'iii  as  cousins. 
M.  rici'iin'i,  a  uiiiiii:  man  of  >i.\-aml-iurnl  \ .  liad  just  suc- 
ceeded to  hi-  father'-  ]in-iiinii:  he  'iloiie,  in  his  ijUiility  of 
iietai'N  and  kiiiMiiaii.  l:ad  the  rii^ht  nf  eiiify  to  the  liouse. 
Mine,  lialiliaxar  Chies  liad  lived  for  many  months  in  such 
fi/iii|>leic  -!■(  In-ioii.  tiiat  -he  wa-  ohh'L''ed  to  i_rn  (o  hint  for  in- 
formation <d'  a  di-a^Ier  which  was  already  known  to  I'Vcry 
one  in  1  louai. 

I'ieri|iiiii  ii'ld  hei-  that  in  all  prohahility  lar,L:e  sunis  wore 
owiiiL!  to  the  lli'ni  which  -ii]i|ilied  her  hnshand  witli  oheniieals. 
Thi-  lirm.  after  makiiiLr  ini|inric<.  had  e\ecuted  all  ^•L  Clacs' 
onler-  without  he-itation.  and  let  him  have  unlimited  crodit. 
Mine,  ('lac-  I  iimmi--ioned  l'ieri|!iin  to  a.-k'  them  for  an  ac- 
contit  of  the  -ihhIs  sii|>|iiied  to  her  hnshand.  Two  ^nonths 
later.  MM.  I'rotcz  and  (  hiU'reville,  matnifacturiiiu'  chendst?, 
sent  in  a  statement  hy  which  it  appeared  that  a  hnndrod 
thousand   franc-  were  owin_''  to  them. 

Mine.  ( 'laes  and  l'ieri)nin  st  udied  the  document  witli  amaze- 
ment that  iiicrca-ed  w  iih  ea(  h  frc-h  item.  Among  cnicj- 
matical  entries,  commercial  (>\pressinns,  and  undecipherahle 
scientific  hicroelyph^.  it  L;ave  them  a  shock  ti>  find  tnention 
of  dianii'nds  ami  precious  melals,  alheit  in  small  (jnantitics, 
and  of  my-teriou<  >uh<tance<.  apparently  so  ditlicnlt  to  pro- 
cure or  to  produce  that  they  were  enorinou,-l\  valuahlo.  The 
va<t  numher  of  dilVerent  it<'ins.  the  co-t  fd'  (•arria.ir(^  and  of 
packinu'  \aliiahle  -cientiCic  instruments  and  delicately  ad- 
justed machim'ry  for  t  raiisit.  the  expiMise  of  all  the  apparatus, 
toLi'ether  with  the  fad  tli.il  manv  of  the  cheinieal  eompoujids 
had  hccn  -peciallv  prepareil  hy  M.  Claes"  directions,  accounted 
sulliciently  t'or  the  -tartlin.L^  amount  of  tlie  total. 

In  the  interest-  (d'  his  cousin,  the  notary  made  inquiries 
concerninL'  MM.  Trote/:  and  ( 'hifT'reville,  and  th(>  accounts 
which  he  received  id'  them  con\inced  him  that  tliey  had  been 
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|nTtVi-tly  liuiK  -I  ill  their  (lf;iliM<rs  with  M.  Chics;  iinl.cil.  (hey 

ll.iii    hrrll    IIKiIC    thrill    lioili^t.    thrV    hiu\    ''ntlc   nil!    (if    ihrir    \V;1V 


\'<  I. It'll   I 


mil  iiitnniicil  (it  the  (li>cuvcric> 


til    1  ari.-i;ili  chcim-t- 


in  iinicr  tn  ,-a\i-  luiii  cmicm 


]1CI1S('. 


Mine.  ('hie>  entreated  l'ien|uiii  to  keep  the  >inL'iilnr  iiatu 


these  tran-aetiDii-  a   >eerel.      If  thev   were   kii^iwn 


re 


ni    the 


leuri.  all  l>oiiai  wmihl  siv  at  fitice  that  hi'r  liu<haiiil  ua~  ni.el. 
i'.iit  l'ier(|Uiii  l(,!,|  her  that  ihi<  ua>  nnixp-ihje:  that  he  hail 
"i'laineil  all  |i(i>,Mh|e  delay  already:  ami  that  a-  the  hills  for 
-Hell   laru'e  aiiinuiils  had 


lie 


t    111   his   k 


leell    Inniiaily    llnteij.    tile    Secret    \\:IA 

•■'■pill.::,  ilf  laid  hire  i  he  whole  extent  nf  the 
u^nnd.  lelliii;;-  hi-  eiiusin  that  if  ,-he  euulii  umI  contrive  to 
I'lV'.riit  her  hii.-hand  from  -(|iiaiiderinir  his  moricv  in  thi<  reek- 
le-s  way,  the  fiiiiiiiy  estates  would  he  ninrtiraired  up  to  iluir 
'.line  III  less  than  six  montli<.  .N-  to  making'  anv  elTort  him- 
self, he  added  that  he,  I'h'npiiii.  had  spoken  to  hi-  cou-in  on 
ill"  -uhjcct.  with  t]\w  deference,  more  than  once,  and  that  it 
hid  hecii  utterly  uscdcss.  I^allhazar  had  answered  on  ■(■  f,)r 
■  lil  that  in  all  his  rc-earchcs  his  ohjcct  was  to  make  a  fortuno 


iiid  a  famous  nam 


f. 


ic   lor  Ins 


aiiiilv.     So  in  addition  to  the 


aiij-iiish  which  had  clutched  at  .lo-eidiine's  heart  for  tlii'  past 


iwo  years — a  cumulative  torture,  in  which  everv  sad  or  hat 


py 


"i"mory  of  the  past  added  to  the  jiaiii  of  the  present — she  \va 
to  know  a  li(irrii>le  imceasin.i:  dread  of  worse  to  follow,  of  an 
•ippallin^  future. 

.\  woman's  presentiments  are  often  marvejonsly  oorrect. 
■  it  that  women  fear  so  far  oftener  than  they  hope  in 
tens  rehitin<:  to  this  present  life';'    Why  do  thev  rc-erve 


!i  mat 

!!  their  faith  for  relijriou.s  heliefs  in  a  fut 


ure  world  ?     11 


ow 
rouliie  or  anv 


!-  it  that  they  are  so  quick  to  discern  eominrr  t 
T'lrnimr-point  in  our  career?  Perhaps  the  very  clo.sene.-J.s  o'f 
the  tie  that  liinds  a  woman  to  the  man  she  loves  makes  her  an 
I'ltnirahle  jud<re  of  his  capacity,  and  with  the  instinet  of  love 
^he  t-limates  his  faculties  and  knows  his  tastes.  Id,  pa-sions, 
*iN  faults,  and  <rofid  (pialities.  She  i-  alwavs  -tu,l\in._r  these 
-'iiirces  of  man's  destiny,  and  with  the  intimate  kiiowlediro 
■'!  the  causes  comes  the  fatal  gift  of  forc.seeinLC  their  clfeets 
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uikUt  all  concriviiljle  conditions.  Wuincii  dciivc  tlicir  insijrht 
inli)  tlie  Future  t'niiii  tiitir  clcar-sij^littMliic--  in  -ii<  h  thing's  oa 
they  SL't'  in  the  I'rc-cnt.  nmi  tin-  lucurinv  of  iluir  fnri'(  asts 
is  line  to  till'  [icrl'irtioii  (if  their  mrvoii-;  (ir^'anixaiidn.  whith 
cMablcs  tlitiM  tt)  (Iftcil  and  intiTprt't  tlic  sli.L'litrst  sIlmi  of 
llimi^'iii  or  foiling'.  Tlioy  fool  the  irnvit  .^tnrni.-i  that  >l\ake 
iinotlier  soul,  and  I'vory  fll)rt'  in  tiu-iii  vibrates  in  liannony. 
They  feci  or  they  see.  And  Mnie.  Claes.  thou^'h  esiranjicd 
from  her  husband  for  two  years,  felt  that  the  loss  of  their 
fortune  was  impending. 

In  Halt  hazard  jiassionate  persistence  she  had  seen  the  re- 
flection of  his  fiery  enthusiasm,  if  it  were  true  that  he  was 
trying  to  discover  the  secret  of  making  gold,  he  wnuld  cer- 
tainly fling  his  last  morsel  of  bread  into  the  cruiible  with  per- 
fect indiirerenoo;  but  what  was  he  seeking  to  discover? 

So  far  she  had  loved  husband  and  children  without  attempt- 
ing to  distinguish  the  claims  of  either  upon  lier  heart.  Bal- 
thazar had  lovod  the  children  as  she  did;  the  children  had 
never  come  hetwcen  them.  Xow,  all  at  once  she  discovered 
that  she  was  at  times  more  a  mother  than  a  wife,  as  heretofore 
she  had  been  a  wife  rather  than  ii  mother.  Yet  she  felt  that 
she  was  rculy  even  yet  U,  odcriiiee  herself,  her  forttme,  and 
her  children  to  the  welfare  of  the  man  who  had  loved  and 
chosen  and  adored  lur,  the  man  for  whom  she  was  still  the 
only  woman  in  the  world ;  and  then  came  remorse  that  she 
should  love  her  children  so  little,  and  des{)air  at  being  placed 
between  two  liideous  altcniatives.  Iler  heart  suffered  as  a 
■wife,  as  a  mother  she  suffered  in  lier  children,  ind  a.s  a  Chris- 
tian she  sutfered  for  it  all.  She  said  nothing  of  the  terrible 
conflict  in  her  sonl.  After  all,  her  husband  was  the  sole 
arbiter  of  their  fate;  he  was  the  nia.ster  who  must  shape  their 
destinies ;  h,  was  accountable  to  (iod  and  to  none  other.  IIow 
could  she  reproach  him  with  putting  her  fortune  to  such  uses, 
after  the  disinterestedness  which  had  been  .so  amply  proved 
during  the  first  ten  year?  of  their  married  life?  Was  she  a 
juilge  of  his  designs?  And  yet  her  conscience  asserted  what 
she  knew  to  be  iu  keeping  with  all  laws  written  and  unwritten, 
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that  i)arf'nts  possess  tlicir  fortune  not  for  tlit'iiisflvos,  but  fnr 
tlu'ir  children,  and  liave  no  ri>,'lu  to  alienate  the  worldly 
wealth  uliieli  they  hold  in  trust  for  them. 

Kather  than  lake  it  ui)oii  her>elf  to  solve  these  intincate 
Iirolilfins,  .>he  had  eho.-cn  to  shut  her  eves  to  them;  like  a 
man  "U  the  hrink  of  a  precipice,  who  will  not  look  into  the 
yawning'  depths  into  which  he  knows  that  he  must  sooner 
or  later  fall. 

For  the  past  si.\  months  her  hushand  had  allowed  her  noth- 
iiiL'  fnr  housekeeping'  e.\pen.<es.  The  ma^'nificent  diamonds 
ulii(  h  her  brother  had  ^riven  to  her  on  the  day  of  her  marriage 
had  been  secretly  sold  in  Paris,  and  she  had  put  the  whole 
household  on  the  most  economical  footing'.  She  had  dis- 
missed the  children's  governess,  and  even  little  Jean's  nurse. 
Formerly  the  luxury  of  a  carriaj^i-  had  been  (piite  unknown 
among  the  Flemish  burghers,  who  lived  so  simply  and  held 
their  heads  so  high.  So  there  had  been  no  provision  in  the 
Maison  Claes  itself  for  this  modern  innovation,  and  Balthazar 
li:id  been  obliged  to  have  his  stables  and  coacli-house  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street.  Since  he  had  lieen  absorbed  in 
fhciTiistry  he  had  ceased  to  superintend  that  part  of  the 
tiicnage,  essentially  a  man's  province,  and  Mme.  (^laes  put 
down  the  carriage.  She  was  so  much  of  a  recluse  that  the 
expense  was  as  useless  as  it  was  heavy;  and  this  would  have 
bc'U  reason  sulTicient  to  give  for  her  retrenchments,  but  she 
(lid  not  attempt  to  give  color  to  thei'  by  any  ])retexts.  Hith- 
erto, facts  had  given  the  lie  to  her  words,  and  now  silence 
became  her  best. 

Such  changes  as  these,  moreover,  were  almost  inexcusable 
in  Holland,  where  any  one  who  lives  up  to  his  income  is  looked 
on  as  a  madman.  Only  as  her  oldest  girl.  Marguerite,  was 
ni'W  nearly  sixteen  years  old,  Josephine  would  wish  her  to 
make  a  great  match,  it  was  thought,  and  to  establish  her  in 
the  world  in  a  nianner  befitting  the  daughter  of  the  house 
of  Claes,  connected  as  it  was  with  the  Molinas.  the  Van 
Ostrom-Temnineks,  and  the  Casa-Reals.  The  money  realizefl 
by  the  sale  of  the  diamonds  had  been  exhausted  some  few  days 
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bcfiTf  ih<'  n[Miiiiiu'  -iriir  u I'  till-  >!Mry.     (Ml  thai   Vrry  ;iftiT- 

Ilnmi.  ;l-  Mini  .  (hir-  lijil  lint  I'll  r.|lllll  ntl  IhT  W:l.V  to  \i'-lii'rs 
Willi  111  r  iliil'lriii.  Ill'  li.iil  tiinii'il  ami  ualki'd  with  thcin  as 
fill-  a-  ill''  Chiirtli  .if  S.iiiit  I'lffiv,  talkiii:;  coiitlili'iitiallv  tlio 
Willliv 

••Ii  vM.iild  III'  ;i  lirraili  nf  tlir  frii  11. Ml i p  wliiili  attaches 
iiic  t'l  Muir  laiiiil\."  iir  -aid,  ■'if  1  were  111  attfiiil't  to  •■miifal 
rrniii  Mill.  1 1. 11-111,  till-  n-k-  \iiii  arc  i  iiiiiiiii^'.  I  mu.-t  iiH|)liii'f 
Vfiii  111  -»l  iliiiii  I..  t'l'M-  \iiiir  liii-liaiiil.     W'li.i  t'l-r  lias  iiilliiciicc! 

Slllliclrlll    In   arii-l    llllll   mi    llli'    iinilk   nf   ihr    |(|-rriliic('?      YoUT 

eslatr-  ari'  -.>  Iii'a\ilv  iimrtLM^iil  lliat  llifV  will  si-arrcly  pay 
intcn-i  i.ii  ilir  ^utii-  lii.ii'iiwcil.  Ai  ihi>  iiiniiicnt  mui  liavi'  no 
iiici.iiii-  uliati'MT.  If  \.iii  iiiirc  cut  (l.iwu  till'  wiiiiils.  wmr  hist 
lio|K'  of  -alvaiinii  will  hv  ;.'iini'.  Cnu-iii  Baltliazar  owes 
thirlv  tlii.ii-aiiil  fiaiii-  Id  rmti-z  ami  ( 'liitrrcvillc  in  Paris; 
iiiiw  will  yiMi  j..i\  liit'iny  Ilnw  an'  ymi  irniii;:  to  live?  An.l 
what  will  !i.-..>iii('  nf  v"ii  if  ('lac-  kc('|>s  dii  luiyiii.ir  acids  and 
alkali-^,  ami  ._da--warc,  and  voltaic  liatlcrics,  and  such  like 
^niiicrack-r  All  voiir  fnriunc  has  thiwn  otf  in  ^ms  and  simits; 
Vnll  have  linlllillU  hut  the  lloUX'  aiid  the  fiirnilufj  left.  A 
couple  of  da\-  aL'o  there  was  -nine  talk  of  iiiortirairinir  tlie 
hoii-e  itself,  ami  what  do  you  think  Claes  said? — 'Tho  dcvil !' 
— "Tis  I  he  fir-i  >iLMi  of  -eii.-e  hi'  ha-  ,-liouii  llie-^e  three  years." 

Mine.  Clae-  in  her  di-t  res.- cluiclicil  I'lcnpiin's  arm.  "'Keep 
our  seci'ei  I"  -he  eiiii'ealcd,  rai>inL,''  her  eyes  to  heaven. 

'i'he  woi'ds  had  fallen  like  a  tliMmlerholt.  She  sat  quietly 
oji  her  cliair  anioni;  her  .  hildren,  so  overcoiue  that  she  could 
not  prav.  iler  prayer-ln.ok  lay  open  mi  her  knee,  hut  she 
never  turned  a  leaf;  her  painful  thoiiuhts  were  as  all- 
al>-orl)inL'  as  her  hu-hamrs  niii-inirs.  '{"he  -ounds  of  the  or<ran 
fell  mi  her  cars,  hut  Spani.-li  pride  and  I-"leiiii-h  intcLirity  sent 
loniler  echoes  throiiudi  her  soul.  The  ruin  of  her  children  was 
coiiipleiel  she  could  no  Imii.'-er  he.-itate  hetwcen  their  claims 
and  their  failier".-  lioimr.  'i'he  immediate  prospect  of  a  col- 
lision wilti  dies  app.'illcd  her:  he  was  so  L'reat  in  lier  eyes, 
so  iiiuch  al.ove  i'ler,  thai  the  hare  idea  of  liis  an^ier  was  scarcely 
less  fearful  than  the  ihmi^hl  id"  tile  wralli  of  (Jod.     She  could 
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rin  lonfTor  Ih'  «>  (|<vniiii\  -iilmii-sivc,  a  cliiiriL.'''  lind  comt'  nvor 
ill  r  iiTr.  I"nr  her  diililrrti"*  -aki'  -lif  iiiu.»t  tliwart  tlii'  wi!«lii'H 
(iT  tile  lin-liaml  wlinm  .-he  iil"li/.cil. 

Ill-  thniiL'lit«  -iiand  ;;iiiiinL'  lln'  Tar-ntT  liriu'lits  of  scirnro, 
hut  -ln'  imi^t  liriiiL'  hiin  ilnwii  to  thf  |irnl)litii-  of  cvcrvilay 
i\i-lrii(c:  must  !ifi',ik  in  ii|inri  hi-  (luam.-  <<(  a  fair  t'nturc, 
umI  ((iiit'rniit  him  with  lln'  piT-nit  \\\  it-  iri"-!  pm-aic  a-i"'(t. 
uith  pfaitical  (litails  rcMihiiij:  tl•a^tl^t^  and  ^.Tcal  iin'ii.  V<>r 
hi-  uilc.  lialthay.ar  Clac-  was  a  iriaiit  intclli't  t.  a  man  wlioso 
yriiiinc-.-  thf  wnrh!  wniiM  mif  ihiv  rf('ivi:ni/c  ;  hi'  couM  mily 
ha\i-  l'iif;.'uttcn  her  t'nr  thr  nm-t  -iih mlii!  h<i|M-;  ami  then  ln' 
u,i-  ,-n  ai)ic.  so  wi-c  atiil  lar-scciiiL".  -ln'  liail  luafii  iiim  -pi'ak 
-.  u  1  11  on  -o  m,-in\  suljjrcl-.  thai  -h  •  fell  no  doiihi  that  hi- 
spi.kr  till'  truth  whin  \\i-  -aid  that  his  :'i-rafihr-  wm'  to  hrin.:^ 
I.iinr  and  t'oi'tiinc  to  ihiin  all.  His  |i,\i'  fur  his  wifi'  and 
rliildfcii  wa-  no|  onl\  u'ri-.it.  it  was  hoimdlr--;  how  inuld 
-li.h  lovt'  (omr  to  an  I'lid  !'  I)oiihi!r-s  it  was  -troiiL'iT  and 
■  |i 'piT  than  i'\i'r.  it  wa-  only  tlio  form  th.it  was  rhanii'i'd; 
.Hid  she  who  wa-  so  nohly  disintorr-ini.  so  ^rnofoiis  am!  -fiisi- 
;i\i',  must  conlmually  sound  thr  word  "monoy"  in  thr  jxrcat 
man's  tars;  imist  make  luin  sec  poverty  in  its  iiL'lii'st  sha|)e, 
.mil  till'  r.itllc  of  coin  and  crifs  of  distivss  iiiitst  hrt'ak  in  on 
I  hi'  swret  voici's  that  sann-  of  faii'o. 

And  siippo>('  that  I*>altliazar's  atl'cction  for  Iht  should  prow 
li--  r  Ah  I  if  she  had  hail  no  cliililri'ii,  how  hravidv  and  irladly 
-hi'  Would  havr  f.-iiiil  till'  rhaiiLir  ho  had  wroui.dit  in  lior  dcs- 
iii!\  I  Wonu'ii  who  h.iAo  hern  hroiiLdit  up  amid  wralthy  sur- 
idiindiiijs  MKin  t'rol  till'  I'lnptini—  of  tiio  lifi'  tliat  luxury  may 
di-j:ui-t'.  I'Mt  cannot  1111 :  it  palU  on  them,  luit  tiicir  hearts  are 
not  siared:  .and  when  once  tlioy  ha\o  di-co\eri'd  tor  ilii'in- 
-  !vrs  tile  happiness  that  lies  in  a  coiis'ant  itilorchaiiire  of 
-im.-re  feidinu'  and  tluai^rht.  wlim  thev  are  certain  of  heim^ 
:"">rd.  thev  do  not    >hrink   fioni  a   ii.irrow  monotMn.nis  e\i-t- 

cliie.   if  onlv  tliat    e\i-Ience   i.-   tile  one   ln-t    -llit'd   to   the  heiniT 

V  !io  loves  tlieiii.     All  their  owji  idia-  and   ]ilea-ures  are  snli- 
ordinated  to  *he  li;4liti.st  demands  of  that  life  withuut  their 
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own;  and  the  future  holds  but  one  dread  for  them— the  dread 
of  separation. 

\t  thi«  moment  Pepita  felt  that  her  ehildron  stood  between 
her  and  her  real  life,  as  seience  had  separated  Balthazar  Claes 
from  her.  When  she  returned  from  vespers  she  flung  herself 
down  in  her  low  chair,  dismissed  the  children  with  a  caution  to 
make  no  noise,  and  -ent  to  isk  her  husband  to  come  to  speak 
with  her;  but  in  spite  of  the  insistence  of  the  old  man-servant 
Lemulquinier.  Balthazar  ha.l  not  stirred  from  his  laborator>-^. 
Mme.  Claes  had  time  to  think  over  her  position,  and  had 
fallen  into  deep  musings,  forgetful  of  the  hour  and  the  day^ 
The  thought  that  thev  owed  thirty  thousand  francs  which 
they  could  not  pav  roused  painful  memories ;  all  the  troubles 
of  the  past  started  up  to  meet  the  troubles  of  the  present 
and  the  future.  She  was  overwhelmed  by  the  problem,  the 
burden  grew  too  heavy  lor  her.  and  she  gave  way  to  tears. 

When  Balthazar  came  at  last,  he  looked  more  abstracted, 
more  fcnnidable,  more  distraught  than  she  had  ever  seen  him ; 
and  when  he  gave  her  no  answer,  she  sat  for  a  while  like  one 
fascinated  bv  the  vacant  unseeing  gaze:  the  remorseless 
thoughts  that  had  wrung  drops  of  sweat  from  his  brow  seemed 
to  exert  a  si)ell  over  her  also.  With  the  first  shock  came  the 
wish  that  she  might  die.  But  the  scientific  inquir>-  made  in 
those  absent  tones  roused  her  courage  just  as  her  heart  began 
to  fail  her;  she  would  grap])le  with  this  hideous  and  inysten- 
ous  power  which  had  robbed  her  of  her  lover,  her  children  of 
their  father,  and  the  fainilv  of  their  wealth,  and  had  over- 
clouded all  her  happiness.  Yet  she  could  not  help  trem- 
hVmn,  shudder  after  shudder  ran  through  her;  was  it  not  the 
most'solemn  moment  of  her  life— a  moment  that  held  all  her 
future— as  it  was  the  outcome  of  all  her  past? 

And  at  this  point,  weak-minded  people,  timid  souls,  or 
those  who.  sensitive  bv  nature,  are  pnme  to  exa-gerate  little 
trials  of  life,  men  who.  in  spite  of  themselves,  feel  a  nervous 
tremor  when  they  stand  i)elore  the  arhiteis  of  tlieir  fate,  may 
readily  ima^'ine  the  thoULdits  that  crowded  up  in  her  mind. 
Her  brain   reeled,  and   her  heart  grew   heavy   with  peiit-up 
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finotion,  as  Aw  saw  her  husband  go  slowly  towards  the  garden 
door.  Few  woirien  have  not  !aiown  the  misery  of  such  inward 
debates  as  hers,  so  that  even  these  whose  hearts  have  not 
throbbed  violently  over  a  confession  of  extravagance,  or  of 
debts  to  their  dressmaker,  will  have  some  faint  idea  of  how 
tcrrilily  the  pulse  beats  when  life  is  at  stake.  A  pretty  woman 
can  Ming  herself  at  her  husband's  feet,  the  graceful  attitudes 
of  li'-r  sorrow  can  plead  for  her,  i)ut  Mme.  Claes  was  paiiifullv 
conscious  of  her  deformity,  and  this  added  to  her  fears.  When 
shi'  saw  Balthazar  about  to  leave  her,  her  first  impulse  had 
been  to  spring  to  his  side,  but  a  cruel  thought  restrained  her. 
Ib>w  could  she  rise  and  stand  before  him?  She  would  appear 
ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  a  man  who  had  lost  the  old  illusions 
of  love,  and  now  would  see  her  as  she  was.  Rather  than  lose 
oiii'  tittle  of  her  power,  Josephine  would  have  lost  fortune 
and  children.  She  would  avoid  all  possible  evil  influences  at 
this  crisis. 

"Balthazar!" 

He  started  at  the  sound  of  her  voice  and  coughed.  Then, 
without  paying  any  attention  to  his  wife,  he  turned  in  the 
ijinction  of  one  of  the  small  square  spittoons  which  are  placed 
at  intervals  along  the  wainscot  in  all  Dutch  and  Flemish 
iiouses;  the  force  of  old  habit  and  association  was  so  strong 
;n  him  that  the  man,  who  was  hardly  conscious  of  the  exi.«t- 
( nee  of  human  beings,  was  always  careful  of  the  furniture. 
This  curious  trait  was  a  source  of  intolerable  pain  to  poor 
.!osc])hine,  who  could  not  understand  it;  at  this  moment  she 
lost  command  over  herself,  and  her  agony  of  mind  drew  from 
hiT  a  shf.rp  cry  of  suffering,  an  exclamation  in  which  all  her 
wounded  feelings  found  expression. 

''Monsieur  I  I  am  speaking  to  j'ou  !" 

"What  does  that  signify?"  answered  Balthazar,  turning 
mund  abruptly,  and  giving  his  wife  a  quick  glance.  The 
hasty  words  fell  like  a  thunderbolt. 

"Forgive  me.  dear.  .  ."  she  said,  with  a  white  face  She 
irii'd  to  ri?e  to  her  feet,  and  held  out  her  hand  to  him,  but 
smk  back  again  exhausted. 
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''This  i-  killiiiu'  iKcl"  sill'  said,  in  a  voice  lirokcii  l)y  sobs. 

Tlic  si.iilil  of  t(  ar-  luMnL:lit  a  rcviil-imi  in  Raltliazar.  as  in 
most  ali.-riit-i'.iindr.l  jir..],l,. :  ii  wa.-  a-  if  a  snd.lrn  liixht  liad 
bi'i'ii  tlirnwii  for  liiiii  111!  till'  iii\>ti'ry  nf  ihis  rri-is.  He  took 
lip  Miiii'.  ('lai'>  al  niice  111  hi-  arm-.  n|)i-Mid  a  door  wliicli  li'd 
int"  tiir  little  anle-rliaiiiiier.  ami  >]iram:'  up  the  >taircas('  so 
ha>tily  that  in-  wife",-  dn-~  caiiLiin  on  nuc  of  the  carved 
draiiimV  head-  of  tiie  haliisters:  there  \v,i>  a  .-harp  soiiml,  and 
a  whole  hre.idtii  wa-  torn  away,  lie  kicked  open  the  door  of 
a,  litilc  room  into  which  tiieir  apartinents  opened,  and  found 
that  the  door  of  hi>  wife"s  room  was  locked,  ile-ei  .Josephine 
gentlv  down  in  an  arm*  hair,  sayins.^  to  him.-elf,  '"(.iood 
hea\eiis  I  where  i-  the  key ''" 

'•Thank  vou.  dear."  said  Mine.  ('lacs,  as  she  opcn(>d  her 
eves.  "It  i-  a  Ioiil:  wliile  since  I  have  felt  so  near  to  your 
heart." 

"(Ircat  heaven- !"■  cried  Claos.  "Where  is  the  key?  There 
are  till'  -ervaiits " 

Josephine  si-tied  to  him  lo  take  the  key  whicli  hunjr  sus- 
]>(>nded  from  a  rdi.ind  at  h<>r  side.  Balthazar  opened  the 
door  and  ha-iilv  laid  his  wife  on  the  sid'a  :  lh"n  lu'  wtMit  out 
to  hid  the  -lart'ed  -ervants  remain  downstairs,  onh'red  them 
to  >ervi'  dinner  at  once,  and  hurried  hack  to  his  wife. 

"What  is  it.  ilear  heart?"  he  a-ked,  seating''  himself  beside 
her.     He  took  her  hand  and  kissi'd  it. 

••It  i-  nothim:."  she  -aid:  "the  pain  is  over  now,  only  I 
wi-h  that  I  had  (iod"-  power,  and  eonlil  pour  all  the  irold 
in  the  World  at  your  feet." 

••Wliv  uold  !'"  he  aske(l.  a-  he  drew  his  wife  to  liim.  held 
her  liiiiitlv  in  hi-  arm-,  and  ki--ed  her  airain  on  the  forehead. 
"Ueare-i  lo\.-.  do  voii  not  L'ive  me  the  ,irreatest  of  all  wealth, 
loviiiL''  me  a-  yiui  do ?  ' 

"Oh!  I'altlia/ar.  win  should  you  not  put  an  end  to  all  this 
wrctchediie--.  a-  voiir  voice  jii-t  now  di-pell(>d  the  trouble  iu 
niv  heart!'     You    ire  not  ehantjed  at  all:  I  -ee  that  now." 

"Wretehedne— r     What  do  you  mean,  dearest  ?"' 

"We  are  ruined,  dear." 
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'•Ruined?"  he  oclioed.  He  lx\Lran  to  smile,  and  fondly 
stroked  the  hand  wliieh  lay  in  his.  When  he  spoke  apiin 
there  was  an  unaeeiis'.onicd  tenderness  in  his  voice. 

■■'I'o-niorrow,  dfare.-t,  we  may  lind  ourselves  [lossesswl  of 
nicxhaiislihle  wealth.  Vc-terday,  whil.'  tryini:  to  discover 
liir  'f'-eater  secrets.  I  think  I  I'oiMid  out  imw  to  crystallize 
(arlion.  the  very  .-ub-taiice  of  the  diamond.  .  .  .  Oh! 
(Kiir  wife,  in  a  few  days'  time,  you  will  forrrive  me  for  my 
wanderin;:  wits;  for  they  are  apt  to  wander  at  times,  it  seems. 
I  -.poke  ha.stily  just  now.  did  I  noi  ?  But  you  will  make 
allnwances  tor  me,  the  thou;:hl  of  you  is  always  present  with 
me.  and  my  work  is  all  for  you,  for  us ' 

••Thiit  is  enouj:h,'"  she  said;  "we  will  say  no  more  now, 
dear.  This  evcnin-i  wc  will  talk  over  it  all.  My  trouhle 
Seemed  more  than  1  could  bear,  and  now  joy  is  almost  too 
much  for  me."" 

She  had  not  thought  to  sec  the  old  tender  expression  in  his 
\':\vv.  to  hear  such  gentle  tones  again  in  his  voice,  to  recover 
all  that  she  thought  she  had  lost. 

'•Certainly,'"  he  said.  '"Let  us  talk  it  over  this  evening. 
If  I  shoidd  grow  absorbed  in  something  el>c,  remind  me  of 
■Miv  promise.  I  should  like  to  forget  my  calculations  this 
e\ening,  and  to  surround  myself  with  fanuly  happiness, 
with  the  pleasures  of  the  heart,  for  I  need  them,  Pepitu,  I 
am  longing  for  them."' 

"And  will  you  tell  me  what  you  are  trying  to  discover, 
J'lalthazar  ?"" 

'■Why,  you  would  not  understand  it  at  ail  if  I  did,  poor 
little  one." 

••That  is  what  you  think?  Rut  for  those  foiir  months  past 
I  have  been  reading  about  chenustr>-,  ilear.  so  that  I  eimld 
i.ilk  about  it  with  you.  I  have  read  Fourcroy,  Lavoisi(>r, 
fiiaptal,  Xollet,  Kouelle,  BerthoUct,  (Jay-Lussac.  Spallan- 
/ani.  Leuwenhoek.  (Jalvani,  Volta, — all  the  books  in  fact 
about  this  science  that  you  adore.  Come,  you  can  tell  me 
your  secrets  now."' 

"Oh !  you  are  au  angel !"'  cried  Balthazar,  falling  on  his 
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knees  beside  his  wife,  and  sliedding  tears  that  made  her  trem- 
ble.    "We  .«hail  understand  eaeh  (ither  in  everythini:  I" 

"Ah  I"  she  said.  "I  would  tling  myself  into  your  fi  lace 
fire  to  hear  such  words  from  you,  to  see  ynu  as  you  are  i.  >w." 

She  heard  her  dauf:hter"s  footsteps  in  tlie  ne.xt  room,  .  :id 
ejiran^'^  hastily  to  the  door. 

"What  is  it,  .Marjiuerite?"  she  asked  of  her  eldest  girl. 

"M.  Pieniuin  is  here,  mother  dear.  Vou  forgot  to  give 
out  the  table-linen  this  morning,  and  if  he  stays  to 
dinner " 

Mme.  Claes  drew  a  bunch  of  small  keys  from  her  pocket 
and  gave  them  to  her  daughter,  indicating  as  she  did  so  the 
cupboards  of  foreign  woods  which  lined  the  ante-chamber. 

"Take  it  from  the  Graindorge  linen,"  she  said,  "on  the 
right-hand  side."' 

"As  this  dear  Balthazar  of  mine  is  to  come  back  to  me 
to-day,  I  should  like  to  have  him  all  complete,"  she  said, 
going  back  to  the  room  with  mischievous  sweetness  in  her 
eyes.  "Now,  dear,  go  to  your  room,  and  do  me  a  favor—  dress 
for  dinner,  as  Pieniuin  is  here.  Just  change  those  ragged 
clothes  of  yours.  Only  look  at  the  stains  I  And  is  it  muriatic 
or  sulphuric  acid  which  has  burned  those  holes  with  the  yellow- 
edges?  Go  and  freshen  yourself  up  a  little:  as  soon  as  I  have 
changed  my  dress.  I  will  send  Muhpiinier  to  you." 

Jialthazar  tried  to  pass  into  his  rcwm  by  the  door  which 
opened  into  it,  forgetting  that  it  was  locked  on  the  other 
side.     He  was  obliged  to  go  out  through  the  ante-chamber. 

"Margui'rite,"  called  Mme.  Claes,  "leave  the  linen  on  the 
armchair  there,  and  come  and  help  me  to  dress;  I  would 
rather  not  have  Martha." 

Baltliazar  had  laid  his  hand  on  Marguerite's  shoulder,  and 
turned  her  towards  him.  saying  merrily: 

"Gtwd-evcning,  little  one!  You  are  very  charming  to-day 
in  that  nnislin  frock  and  rose-colored  sash." 

lie  grasped  Marguerite's  hand  in  his,  and  kissed  her  fore- 
liead. 

".Mamma!"  cried  the  girl,  as  she  went  into  her  mother's 
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room,  "papa  kis^^cd  me  just  now,  and  he  looked  so  pleased 
and  happy  I" 

'■Your  father  is  a  very  f,'reat  man,  dear  ehild  ;  he  has  been 
workin;,'  for  three  years  that  his  family  may  he  rieh  and 
illustrious,  and  now" he  feels  sure  that  he  has  rca.'hed  the  end 
of  his  ambitions.    To-day  sliould  he  a  j^rcat  (hiy  for  us  all." 

"We  shall  not  be  alone  in  our  joy,  nuimma  dear;  all  the 
viTvants  were  sorrv,  too,  to  see  him  look  so  gloomy.  .  .  . 
Oil :  not  that  sa.-h,  it  is  so  limp  and  faded." 

'•\'<ry  well,  hut  we  must  i)e  (piiek.  I  must  go  down  and 
speak  to  Pierquin.     Where  is  he?" 

"In  the  parlor;  he  is  j)laying  with  Jean." 

"Where  are  Gabriel  and  Felieie?" 

"I  hear  their  voices  out  in  the  garden." 

"Well,  then,  just  run  away  downstairs  and  see  after  them, 
or  they  will  pick  the  tulips;  your  father  has  not  even  s.'cn  the 
tulips  all  tliis  year,  perhaps  he  w(Uild  like  to  go  out  and  look 
at  them  after  dinner.  And  tell  :\Iul(iuinier  to  take  everything 
your  father  wants  up  to  his  room." 

When  Marguerite  had  left  her,  :Mme.  Claes  went  to  the 
window  and  looked  out  at  her  children  playing  below  in  the 
<:arden.  They  were  absorbed  in  walehing  one  of  those  gleam- 
ing insects  with  green,  gold-bespangled  wings  that  are  popu- 
larly called  ''diamond  beetles." 

"Be  good,  my  darlings,"  she  said,  throwing  up  the  window 
sash  to  let  the  fresh  air  into  the  room.  Then  she  tapped 
gently  on  the  door  that  opened  into  her  husband's  apartments, 
lo  make  sure  that  he  was  not  lost  once  inore  in  a  waking 
dream.  Ho  o])ened  it,  and  when  she  saw  that  he  was  dressing, 
she  said  merrily : 

"You  will  not  leave  me  to  entertain  Pierquin  all  by  myself 
for  long,  will  vou  ?  You  M'ill  come  down  as  soon  as  you  can?" 
and  she  trippi>il  away  downstairs  so  lightly  that  a  stranger 
hearing  her  footsteps  would  not  have  thought  that  she  was 
lame.     Half-way  down  the  staircase,  she  met  Lemulquinier. 

"When  nKmsieur  carried  nuidame  upstairs."  said  the  man, 
''her  drosd  was  torn  by  one  of  the  balusters ;  not  that  tlu'  scrap 
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(if  .>liill'  riiiittrr-  ,11  'ill.  Imi  tlir  ilnmnn"-  iicad  i-  limkrii.  ninl 
1  dn  lint  InIkiu  w  liu  j~  In  niciiil  it.  It  c|iiiic  -p(iil~  llic  >I:iiri'a>o; 
sill  li  a  liaml'iipir  [MiTcdf  ca.rv  iiiLT  as  it  \va-  tnul" 

'■|'.-liau  I  .Miili|uiiiirr,  do  not  ha\i'  it  nii'iiik'd  :  it  is  not  a 
iiii-i'oiliiiu/." 

'■.Not  a  nii-l'oittiiir :"  ~aiil  Muliininicr  to  hiinsflf.  "How 
i<  lliaiy  Wiial  has  liaiiptiiud  ^  L'au  [\\v  inusu-r  have  dis- 
CoMTcd  tllf  Ali.-ulutc'r" 


'•(idoil-dav.  M.  I'ii'ri|uin."'  said  Mine.  Clat's,  as  slic  oju'iiod 
till'  [larlor  t\i«'y. 

Till'  noiarv  lia>ti'iicd  to  olfcr  his  arm  to  his  coiisiii,  hut  she 
ncM-r  toiik  any  arm  l)ut  hiT  hii<l>and"s,  and  thankrd  liim  hy 
a  smile,  as  >\u-  >aid.  '"rerhajis  yon  have  comi,'  for  the  thirty 
thousand  francs?"' 

'"Yes.  inadamc.  When  I  readied  home  I  found  a  inenio- 
ramlum  from  M.^^-  I'rote/.  and  ( 'hitfreviHe.  wlio  liave  drawn 
six  liills,  each  fcr  five  tli<ui-and  francs,  on  M.  ('laes."' 

'■\'ery  well."'  .-he  an.-wcred:  "say  iiotliinir  to-ih'iy  almut  it  to 
Bal;lia;Mr.  Stay  and  iline  with  us;  and  if  he  sliouhl  happen 
to  ask  why  you  havi'  called.  ]ilease  invent  some  jilausihle 
excuse.  Let  mc  have  the  letter;  I  will  tell  him  ahout  thid 
affair  my.-clf.  It  will  he  all  ri,t:ht.""  she  went  on,  seeimr  the 
notai\"s  asioni.-luiicnt  ;  "in  a  very  few  months  mv  liushand 
will  prohahly  pay  hack  all  the  moiuy  which  he  lias  horrowed." 

'l"he  last  |ihra<e  was  <p(jkcn  in  a  low  voice.  The  notary 
meanwhile  watched  .Mile.  ('hic-.  who  was  coming  from  the 
^'ardcM.  followed  l.iy  (lahi'iel  and  Fclicie. 

"I  have  never  s,  ii  \I!le.  MarLnierite  look  so  charmin;;," 
lie  .-aid. 

Mine.  Claes,  sitting:  in  her  low  chair,  with  little  Jean  on  li<>r 
knee-,  raided  her  face  and  lookiv]  from  her  dauirhter  to  the 
notary  with  -ccmiiiir  carele-sness. 

I'ienpiin  was  neither  short  nor  tall,  stout  nor  thin;  he 
was  ^'ood-l(M)kint:  in  a  commonplace  way.  with  a  discontented 
rather  than  melancholy  c\pre— ion  ;  it  was  not  a  thouirhtful 
face  in  >[niv  of  iis  \ague  dreauiiiicss.   IJe  had  a  name  for  heinj: 
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■1  niiMUitlinijic,  liut  ii.'  Iiiid  an  rxcrllciit  aii|irlitf,  and  was  tno 
.iiisiiMi-  \n  LTi't  iMi  in  the  world  \'<  >taiid  mtv  far  alonf  fn>in 
i.  II,.  had  a  ln(k  of  '^-.wawj:  m'  >  -pare,  an  atiiuidi'  -if  m- 
(liir.Triirc.  a  caivfully  ciiliiNatiMl  lalnit  fm-  silnicf.  wliirh 
.-tfninl  to  indicate  in-ofoniid  d('|itli.-  of  cliarart.T :  Imi  uliicli, 
a>  a  matter  of  fact,  -erved  to  conceal  the  -liallownes.-  and 
in-i-iiilicance  of  a  notarv  who-e  whole  mind  was  entiridy 
al.-.ilied  !)>  malciial  inteiv-is.  lie  wa,>  >tili  .Milllciently  vouii^' 
f  i  he  emiiioiis  and  amhilioii;-:  the  |u-o-|ieet  of  marrvin.t:  into 
ihe  ( 'la(  -  family  would  have  heen  (|nile  eiiou-h  to  call  forth  all 
li;~  zeal,  even  if  he  had  had  no  iilterier  motive  in  the  r^liape  of 
ivarice,  lint  lie  was  not  |)i-e|iafed  to  act  a  e-eiierons  part  until 
111'  knew  his  position  exactly.  When  Claes  >eemed  to  he  in  a 
fair  wav  to  nun  him-elf.  the  notai-y  eo'W  Mill',  curt,  and 
iincomproniisinir  a^  an  ordinary  man  of  hn-rie--;;  hut  as  soon 
a-  he  siisjieeted  that  >omethin<r  after  all  mi-hl  come  of  iiis 
coii-in's  work,  he  at  once  hecame  alTectioiiale,  aceommodalinir, 
almo-t  olllcious:  and  yet  he  never  sound.d  hi-  on-n  motives 
un-  these  naive  chanp's  of  nuinner.  Sometime-  he  looked  on 
MarLnKTitc  as  an  Infanta,  a  prince>s  to  who-e  hand  a  poor 
notarv  dared  not  a^jiire;  sometimes  -he  wa-  only  a  ]iennilc<s 
irirl.  wlio  niii:ht  tiiink  herself  lucky  if  I'ienpiin  conde-eended 
to  make  Iter  his  wife.  He  was  :i  thorou-h  provincial  and  a 
j-'lcinin;:;  there  was  no  harm  in  him:  hut  hi-  tran-parent 
-eliishiu.ss  neutralizt'd  Ids  jjetter  (pialities.  as  his  per-onal 
appearance  was  s])oiU'd  hy  Ids  ahsurd  aireetation-. 

.\s  Mine.  Claes  looked  at  the  notary  she  rememhered  ilio 
curt  wav  in  wliich  he  had  spoken  that  day  in  the  porch  of 
St.  Peter's  Church,  ami  noticed  tlie  chan.ire  in  his  manner 
wnaiLdit  hv  this  e\eninL;-"s  conversation.  She  nad  the 
thouudits  in  tlie  de^Jths  of  ]\\<  lieart.  and  L'ave  a  keen  ulance 
at  her  dauirhter,  hut  evident Iv  tlicre  wa-  no  thoii-ht  of  her 
cou-iii  in  the  ^zirl's  mind.  .\  few  minute-  were  -pent  in  ili-- 
cu--in<:  town  talk,  and  then  the  u  a>ter  of  ilie  hon-e  came 
down  from  Ids  room.  His  wife  had  heard  him  movin.ir  about 
in  the  room  ahov«>  with  indeserihahle  pleasure,  liis  step  was 
so  .juick  and  light  thai  she  pictured  Claes  grown  youthful 
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again,  ami  awaitcil  liis  coming'  with  .~ii<h  capornoss  that  in 
spite  of  herself  a  (juiver  of  exeiteinriit  tlirilled  hor  as  he 
came  down  tiie  ^itairea-e. 

A  riioiiu'iit  hiter  Baltliiizar  entered,  firc>sed  in  a  en^tiinip  of 
that  (lav.  His  hi^di  hont-.  reachiiijf  aliiin-t  to  the  knee,  were 
carefullv  polislird,  the  t"]>s  were  turned  dnwn,  leaving  whito 
silk  stockings  vi.-ihK'.  lie  wore  hlin'  ktTscyinere  bree('h(>s, 
f:i>tiii(il  with  gold  huttons.  a  white-llowcred  waisteoat,  and  a 
l)lue  dr(>s-,.(,at.  lie  had  shaved  himself  and  conihed  and 
perfumed  his  hair,  his  lutils  hail  heen  pared,  and  iiis  hands 
washed  with  so  much  care  that  atiy  one  who  ha<l  seen  him 
an  hour  before  would  hardly  have  reco;:iiized  him  again.  In- 
stead of  an  old  inan  alnid-t  in  his  dotage,  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren and  the  notary  liehelil  a  man  of  forty,  with  an  irresistible 
air  of  kiiulliness  and  cnurte-y.  His  faeo  was  thin  and  worn, 
but  the  hardness  and  .-harpness  of  outline,  which  tnld  a  tale 
of  weariness  and  strenuous  lalK)r,  gave  a  certain  air  of  re- 
finement to  his  face. 

"Good-day.  Pieniuin,"  said  Balthazar  Claes. 

The  chtMiiist  liad  i»eeome  a  father  and  husband  again.  He 
took  up  his  voungest  child  and  tossed  him  up  and  down. 

"dust  look  at  the  vfuingster."  he  said  to  the  notary. 
"Doesn't  a  ]iretty  child  like  this  make  you  wish  you  were 
married?  Take  my  word  for  it,  my  dear  boy.  family  pleasures 
make  up  for  everything 

"Brr!"  he  cried,  as  Jean  went  np  to  ;he  ceiling.  "Down 
you  come,"  and  he  set  tlie  child  on  the  floor.  Gleeful  shrieks 
of  laugiiter  broke  from  the  little  one  as  he  found  himself  so 
high  in  the  air  one  moment  and  so  low  the  next.  The  mother 
looke(l  away  lest  any  one  might  see  how  dee|ily  sli(>  was  moved 
by  this  game  of  play.  It  was  such  a  little  thing,  yet  it  meant 
a  revolution  in  her  life. 

"Now  let  us  hear  how  yon  are  getting  on,"  said  BalJiazar, , 
depositing  his  son  ujion  the  polislied  lloor.  and  flinging  him- 
.self  into  an  easy-chair:  liut  the  little  one  ran  to  him  at  onoe; 
sotne  ^ditlering  gold   buttons  peejied  uut   above  his  father's 
high  boots  iu  a  cjuite  irresistible  way. 
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"You  arc  a  darling!"  .slid  his  fiitliiT,  taking  him  in  his 
arm,  "a  (Macs  every  incli  of  you  I  Yon  run  slniij,'ht. — 
well,  (iiihrit'l,  and  how  is  IVrr  Morillon?"  lie  said  to  liis 
eldest  soil,  as  he  pinched  the  h((y"s  ear.  "Do  you  inainige 
tn  hold  your  own  manfully  a^'ainst  exercises  and  Latin  trans- 
latiniis?     l)o  yon  keej)  a  good  grif)  t>ii  your  n:atiiematics?" 

lialthazar  rose  and  went  over  to  I'ier(|uin  witli  the  courte- 
(lus  friendliness  which  was  natural  ti>  him.  "rerhai>s  you 
have  sometlung  to  ask  me,  my  dear  fellow?"  he  said,  as  he 
took  the  notary's  arm  and  drew  him  out  into  the  garden, 
adding  as  they  went,  "Come  and  have  a  look  at  my  tulips." 

Mnie.  Claes  looked  after  her  hui-band,  and  could  scarcely 
control  her  joy.  lie  looked  so  young,  so  kindly,  so  much 
himself  again.  She  too  rose  from  her  chair,  put  her  arm 
round  her  daughter's  waist,  and  kissed  her. 

"Dear  Marguerite,"  she  said;  "darling  child,  I  love  you 
more  than  ever  to-day." 

•'I'apa  has  not  been  so  nice  for  a  long,  long  time." 

Ivcmulquinier  came  to  announce  that  dinner  was  served. 
Mme.  Claes  took  Balthazar's  arm  hofore  Pieniuin  could  offer 
his  a  second  time,  and  the  whole  family  went  into  the  dining- 
room. 

Overhead  the  beams  and  rafters  I  -d  luon  left  visible  in 
tlie  vaulted  ceiling,  but  the  woodwork  was  cleaTied  and  care- 
fully polislied  once  a  year,  and  the  intervening  spaces  were 
adorned  with  paintings.  Tall  oak  sideboards  lined  the  room, 
the  more  curious  .specimens  of  the  family  china  were  arranged 
on  the  tiers  of  shelves,  the  purple  leather  which  covered  the 
walls  was  stamped  with  designs  in  gold,  representing  hunting 
sfcnes.  Here  and  there  above  the  sideboards  a  grou[)  of 
f'^reign  shells,  or  the  bright-colored  f(>athers  of  rare  tropical 
ijirds,  glowed  against  the  s<imbre  l)ackground. 

The  chairs  were  the  siiuare-shaped  kind  with  twisted  legs 
and  low  backs  covered  with  fringed  stulT.  wliich  once  were 
found  in  every  houseliold  all  over  France  and  Italy.  Tn  one 
of  these  Raphael  scau'd  his  "Madonna  of  the  Chair."  They 
1i;m1  not  been  changed  since  the  l)cginning  of  the  sixteenth 
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a-ntury.  ami  iIh-  fr.im.  work  was  lilack  willi  ul''-.  ''"t  thfl 
goia-lua.lf.l  nail-  >!i-i:.'  a-  il"  llifv  wm'  iirw  only  yosicnlay. 
iin«i  t'lc  -niir.  .anl'iilly  niicur,!  fnnn  tiiin'  t"  tiiii<'.  wa»  a  rich 
(kv|i  iv.l,  'I'hc  Maiiilrrs  of  the  sixtr.  nih  (•.•iiliiry.  with  its 
Spaiii-li  iininvatinii-.  x  nn.il  to  have  n-cii  mit  of  ihf  past. 

Till-  wiiif  ilasks  and  drcantiTs  on  !li>'  tahlc  i.n's.Tv.'d  in 
tlinr  hulli-.-liai.cd  ontlinrs  tho  ;rracc  and  di'.Miit,\  of  antii|U(' 
vaso;  the  ^rl;i>.-<'s  were  tho  -atnc  old-fa-hionrd  ^roldfts  witii 
loll-.  sItiidiT  stems  that  arc  s<'cn  in  old  I  hitch  pictures  The 
Kii|:li>h  carlhcuwarc  was  d.'i-oratcd  wnh  colon  d  ti.Lrnn--  iii 
liiilh  relief,  Wcdirwood's  ware  and  rali--v".-  de-i-iis.  The 
Sliver  wa.-  ina^sive,  siiiiare->idcd.  and  ri(  lily  oniaincntcd;  it 
was  in  a  very  literal  -cn>e  family  plate,  i  )r  no  two  piccc-i 
were  alike,  and  the  ri-c  and  proj:ress  of  the  fortune-^  of  th.> 
house  (d'  Clac-  mi,i:lit  have  been  traced  from  its  hei^innings 
in  the  varving  >tyles  of  tlie-e  heirlooms. 

It.  will  rcadilv  he  imagined  that  a  ('lacs  would  make  it 
a  point  of  honor  to  have  tahle-linen  <d"  the  nio^t  magnificent 
kind,  and  the  tal.le-napkins  were  fringed  in  the  Spani-h 
fashion.  The  sjilendors  locked  away  in  the  state  apartments 
only  came  to  liuht  to  grace  festival  days;  their  glories  were 
never  dimmed,  so  to  si>eak.  hy  familiarity.  This  was  the 
linen.  ])late.  and  I'arthenware  in  daily  use,  and  everything 
in  the  quarter  of  the  house  where  the  family  lived  hore  the 
stamp  of  a  patriarchal  .piaintness.  Add  one  more  charming 
detail  to  conii>lete  the  picture— a  vine  clanihering  about  the 
windows  set  them  in  a  framework  of  green  leaves. 

"■You  are  faithful  to  old  traditions,  niadame."'  said  Pier- 
quin,  as  he  received  a  plateful  of  thymy  soup,  in  which 
there  were  small  rissolettes  niad(^  of  Tiieat  and  fried  bread, 
accordini:  to  the  approved  Dutch  and  Flemish  recipe,  "this 
is  the  kind  of  soup  that  always  made  part  of  the  Sunday 
dinner  in  our  fithcr's  time;  it  has  been  a  standing  dish  in 
the  Low  Countries  for  a^^es.  but  I  UiVer  meet  with  it  now 
except  here  and  in  my  uncle  Des  Raipiet's  house.  Oh!  stay 
a  moment  thoug;;.  old  M.  Savaron  de  Savarus  at  Tournai 
blill  take;  a  i»riue  :;;  having  it  served,  but  old  Flemish  wayrf 
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nrr  r.i|ii(llv  (lisaj)[icariii^'.  I'"iiriiiti;n'  tiui-t  lif  «''  /'/  ijrciipir 
iKiUiiilays;  there  are  ela^^ieal  hiiekler-.  laiKc-,  !i«liiiet.-i.  aiiil 
l',i>ei>  on  every  eiortal  tliiiiu'.  H\er\l)n(|\  i-  rehiiildiiiir  \\\^ 
li'iiise.  selliii.i;-  liis  iild  fiiniit'ire,  inelimi;-  (Idwii  his  \\\:\\'\  or 
I'ettiiii:  rill  of  it  I'cir  Srsre,»  iMireelaiii.  whieh  i-  iKithiiiLr  like 
a-  lieaiitiful  a-  old  Itre-ileii  or  (»neiita!  ehma.  <>h!  I  iiiy-elf 
am  a  Fleiiiiiij:  I'l  tile  ItaikiMiiic.  It  Lr<ie-  to  my  heart  to  -ec 
(ii|i|ierstiiiths  hiiyiiif:  up  heaiitii'ul  "M  t'liriiitiire  at  the  pric-e 
of  tiri'wood  for  the  sake  of  the  metal  in  the  \vniiii.'ht-iiieru>ted 
lopperwork,  or  the  pewter  inlaid  in  it.  Sdiiety  has  a  mind 
In  chanj^'e  its  skin,  I  siippo.-e,  hut  the  ehanp's  are  more  than 
hkm  difp;  WL"  are  losin;:  the  faculty  of  {)roduein!,'  ahui;;  with 
the  old  works  of  art.  There  is  not  tiii:e  to  do  aiiythini:  eon- 
s(  iiMitioiisly  when  every  one  lives  in  >ui  h  a  hurry.  The  last, 
time  1  was  in  I'aris  I  was  taken  to  see  llie  pictures  evhihited 
in  the  Louvre,  and.  upon  my  honor,  tliey  are  otdy  fit  for  tire- 
.-(Teens!  Yards  of  canvas  with  no  atmosphere,  no  depth  "f 
tone,  i'ainters  really  seem  to  he  afraid  of  their  colors.  .\nd 
they  intend,  so  they  say,  to  npset  our  old  school.  .  .  . 
Heaven  help  them  I" 

"Our  old  nuisters  used  to  study  their  pii:meiits,"  said  Bal- 
thazar; "thev  used  to  test  them  siiij:Iy  and  in  comhinations. 
submittin^j  them  to  the  action  of  sunliuht  and  rain.  Yes, 
you  are  ri<,'ht  ;  nowadays  the  material  resources  of  art  reooivo 
less  attention  than  formerly." 

Mine.  Claes  was  not  listenin;:  to  the  conversation.  The 
notary's  remark  that  china  had  come  into  fa-hion  had  set  her 
ihoujrhts  wanderinjr.  and  a  hri^dit  idea  had  at  once  occurred 
to  her.  She  would  sell  the  massive  silver  plate  which  her 
lirother  had  left  her;  perlia[)s  in  that  way  she  mi^rht  pay  the 
tiiirty  thousand  francs. 

Presently  her  husband's  voice  sounded  throucrli  her  nnis- 
iiij:s.  '"Aha!"  Ralthazar  was  saying',  "so  they  talk  about  my 
studies  in  Douai  ?" 

'"Yes."  answered  Pit^npiin,  "everybody  is  wondering'  what 
it  is  that  yon  are  s|)endinir  so  much  iiionev  over.  I  heard 
ihe  First  President,  yeslerda},  lamenting  that  a  man  of  your 
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ahilitV   >Il(illlil    -el    nut    t'>   tillil    tllc    |illlln<o|)llcr"s   stonc.       I    tnilk 

it  upon  iii\Mlf  li>  nplv  tliiit  ynu  wcr"  t"n  |ciirrn'<l  imt  tn  know 
that  it  Wdiilil  lie  iittfiiiptiiiLr  lilt'  iiii[in--ilili'.  too  l'"|"'  :i  Chris- 
tian tn  niia;:ni('  that  yni  (uiilil  pn'vail  'i\<t  tlnd,  and  tliat 
a  Clai's  was  tar  too  -hrcwd  to  ^.'ivc  hard  ra  h  f^r  iiowdcr  of 
|iinip('rlini|mii|).  Still.  I  imi-t  roiil'<--  !!i;it  I  -harr  in  tho 
nj^'nt  thai  is  p'turally  I'dt  o\cr  yoiir  withdrawal  fnun  so- 
cii'ly.  Voii  naliy  iiii;.'lil  he  .-aid  to  he  In-i  to  thr  town  In- 
deed, niadaini',  you  wouhl  have  Itccn  plia-id  if  you  knew  how 
lu;;l.'ly  ivii-y  one  -poke  of  ynu  and  of  M.  Clac-." 

"It  was  Very  kmd  of  ynu  to  |)iit  a  -top  to  such  alisurd 
reports,  which  would  make  inc  ricliculons  if  no  wor-c  cauie 
of  it."  answered  I!,ililia/:ir.     ••()li  1  so  the  L'"od  folk     f  Doiiai 

think  tiiat   I  am  ruined!      \'ery  ^: 1.  iiiv  dear  i'lenpiin.  on 

our  weildiii^'  da\.  111  two  niniitli-"  time.  I  will  ;:ive  a  fete  on 
a  splendid  .-eale,  wliu  li  sliali  rein-tate  me  in  the  esteem  of  our 
dear  nioney-wor-hi])ini:  fellow-town-men."' 

The  color  ru-Iied  into  Mme.  ("laes'  face;  for  the  past  two 
years  t!ie  anniversary  liad  l)een  for^rotteii.  Tliis  evening'  was 
an  interval  in  l'taltliazar"s  life  of  enthu.-iasm  whieli  mijiht  bo 
c  )mpared  to  one  of  those  lucid  moments  in  in-anity  when  the 
powers  of  the  mind  shine  with  unwonted  hrillianee  for  a  little 
while;  never  had  there  lieen  sueh  point  and  pith  and  sparkle 
in  his  talk,  his  manner  to  lii.s  children  had  never  heen  more 
playfully  tender,  he  was  a  father  once  more,  and  no  festival 
could  have  jriven  his  wife  such  .joy  as  this.  Ontv  more  hi.-i 
eyes  soijirht  hers  with  a  constant  expression  of  sym])athy  in 
them;  she  felt  a  delicious  coiL-eiousness  that  the  same  feelini,' 
and  the  >ame  thou;-'lit  stirred  in  the  depths  of  either  heart. 

Old  Ivemul(]uinier  seemed  to  have  jxrown  younjr  airain; 
seldom,  indeed,  had  he  heen  known  to  he  in  sueh  s]iirits.  The 
chanj:e  in  his  ma.-Ier's  mann(>r  had  even  more  significance 
for  him  than  for  his  mistit'ss.  Mme.  Claes  was  dreaminj:^ 
of  happines;s,  hut  visions  of  fortune  filled  the  old  serving 
man's  l.-raiii.  and  his  hopes  W(>n'  hiirh.  He  had  been  wont 
to  lu'lp  with  the  mechanical  part  of  the  work,  and  i^'rhaps 
some  words  lei  iall  by  his  master  when  an  experiment  liad 
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fuii'l,  aihi  llif  cii'l  :-t'rtiii(l   I'lirtln  r  iiiicl  furlliiT  olT,  hail  not 

U.ll  I'l-t  I'M  the  MT\;mt.  I'rrliap.-  lie  InhI  licromi-  illfictctl 
uiHi  111-  ina-l''r">  I'lilhii-ia-rii.  or  an  iiuiatr  fatii'tv  nf  itiiita- 
li.iii  liml  I(il  I,(iiiiili|iiiiin  T  to  a--iinilali'  the  ii!«'a>  <if  (ho^(' 
With  wlmiii  lit'  liM'il.  Ilf  iT;.'anl<'il  lii-  ina-ttT  with  a  lialf- 
-iiptT-tiliniis  awe  and  adniiratiori  in  wliirh  tluTc  wa.-  a  trare 
.rf  -rlli-hiic-..  'I'lif  laboi-atnry  was  for  him  viTV  niuch  wliat 
:i  lii!trr\ -"Hilt'  is  t'cir  many  jumijiIi'-  Iidpi'  (ir^jani/t'd.  l\vcry 
ru.'lit  as  ho  hiy  diivvii  hf  ii-fd  to  say  In  hiiii-rlf.  "'ro-niurrow, 
^^lio  knows  lint  we  may  Ih'  rollinj.'  in  ^.'nldr"  And  in  thf 
iiiiriiiiiir  lu'  awoke  with  ,i  no  Irss  lively  faith. 

lie  was  a  thoron^di  I'lemin^',  as  his  name  imlicated.  In 
pa-i  a;.'e.s  the  i-omiiion  jMople  were  di-tin,L'ui>hed  merely  hy 
!!i.  knanies;  a  man  was  called  after  the  plaee  he  came  fpun, 
.ifi'T  his  trade,  or  after  some  moral  (piality  or  |»ersoiial  trait. 
r.  li   when  one  of  the  peopl,  enfranchised,  his  nicknamt; 

|.ii:inie  his  family  name,  and  a-  transmitted  to  his  lairnher 
ill  H  ciidaiits.  In  i'landcrs,  dealer-  in  fl"x  thread  were  called 
iiiiiliiiiinii'rs;  and  tin  old  valet's  ancestor,  who  passed  from 
-I  rfdoin  into  the  l)iirj:lier  class,  hail,  douhtless,  dealt  in  linen 
ilinad.  That  had  heen  some  p'neri<''ons  a;:o,  and  now  t!ie 
.:iaiiil>on  of  the  dealer  in  flax  was  rednced  to  the  old  condition 
I'f  servitude,  alheit,  unlike  his  L'raiidsire,  ho  received  wau'o.s. 
'I'lie  historv  of  Flanders,  its  ila\  trade,  its  indnstries,  and 
io  commerce  was  in  a  manner  opitoniixed  in  tho  old  sonant, 
ulid  was  often  called  Miilqiiinior  for  the  sake  of  euphony. 

There  was  soniethin^f  ipiaint  in  his  appearance  and  char- 
adcr.  in  i)erson  ho  was  tall  and  thin:  his  hroad.  triani^nilar 
Mtiiiitenanco  had  heen  so  hadly  scarred  hy  the  small|)ox  that 
the  white  shiny  seams  L'ave  it  a  irrotesipio  appearance;  tho 
little  tawnv  eyes,  which  exactly  matched  the  color  of  his  sloek, 
-andv  perrni|ue,  seemed  to  look  askance  at  evor\'thinjr.  Me 
-lilked  si.iemnlv  and  mysteriously  ahont  tho  house;  his  whole 
'•'■ririni:  and  manner  excu.sod  tho  curiosity  which  ho  awakened. 
I;  was  hclieved,  mon'over,  that  as  an  assistant  in  tho  lahora- 
ii'fy  h"  >har<'d  and  kept  his  master's  secrets,  and  ho  was  in 
euniftiucuce  iuvosted  with  a  sort  of  halo  of  romance.     Dwell- 
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ors  iM  111,.  K'lu.  ,1,.  I'an-.  watrhcl  luni  a.  he  ,-.uw  an, I  wont, 
with  an  ininv-t  imt  iinimxcd  with  auv:  for  whni  Mnr^ticncd' 
he  wa-  v.n„i  tn  d.livrr  hiniM.If  uf  I),.||,|,ir  urt..raiir,.s.  and  to 
throw  nut  va-nc  hints  .if  falniluns  w.mIiIi.  II,.  wa,  (.hmhI 
of  h..in<r  nc.r.sary  to  lii>  ma.^trr.  and  ..xcr.is..],  on  the 
Mivn^rtl,  „f  it.  a  ,„.,,v  tvfannv  (,v,.r  his  fcllow-sri-vants,  takin<' 
advanta.ij-cor  his  jHKitinn  i,,  make  himself  master  ijclow  stairs" 
I  nhkc  |-|r:Hi>h  HTvant^.  who  hivoine  -ivativ  attached  to  th(" 
lainily  lliev  .erve.  he  eared  |nr  no  one  in  the  hn,,.e  hnt  I'.ij- 
Shaxar:  .Mine.  Chns  niiuht  he  in  tronhle.  .,„,„.  ,,:,.,..  ,,f  ,r„o,l 
lortnne  tni-ht  h..fail  the  hoineliohh  hut  it  was  all  oiie  to 
L.'nin]<|uini.T.  who  ate  his  hread  and  UuiWr  and  drank  his 
hcer  witii  an  iinnioved  roiintenanee. 

After  dinner,  .M„„..  Chns  sn^-.'sted  that  thev  should  take 
coffee    in    tlie   >,^arden    he.ide   the   eentre   hed    ,.f   tulifis       The 
flowers  had  heen    earefullv  hd.ele.l  and  pLanted  in  j.ots,  whieh 
were  mihedded   in  the  earlli  and  arran-e.j   pvraniid    fashion 
with  a  nnnpie  specimen  of  parrut-tiilip  at   the  hi-diest  point' 
No  other  col!e,.tor  pu.,,.,,,.!  a  hulh  ef  tJie  Tiillpa  Claesiana 
.^allliazars    father    had    manv    tin.es    rej-used    ten    thousand 
tlonns   for  tins   marvel,  whi,  1,   had  all  the  seven  colors-  the 
(■d,!,'cs  nf  ,t~  slender  petal-  .^ieanied  l,ke  i.rold  in  the  <i.n      The 
!*'''•''■    I''""-^    ''•"'    '•''^>'"   cvtraordwiarv    pivcaittions,    keepin<r 
''  I"   '  "■  ''^''•''■'•-  i*-'    ''.^-  '"'.^-  '"eans  a  single  seed  should   he 
stolen  from  him.  and  had  often  pa.-e<l  entire  davs  in  admir- 
in-  It.      Ihe  s„,,„  „,,.  str.m-.  .dasti...  .mvcI.  ami  a  beautiful 
.i:reen  <..lor:  the  flower  cup  p,K,e>-ed  the  perfect   form  and 
im.-c  hnlliancv  of  colnriuir  wind,  were  once  so  much  sou-ht 
i)ftcr  in  these  .L:or<:eoiis  tlowers.  " 

"Thirty  „r  forty  thousand  francs'  worth  there'"  was  the 
notary  .  ..nnmcnt.  as  his  eye>  watidcvd  fn-m  the  mass  of  eolor 
to  Mine,  riaes-  face:  hut  she  was  to,,  nnich  <lcli-hted  hv  the 
si-h(  of  the  flowers,  which  -lowed  like  preeious  stone-  in  the 
ravs  of  the  sun-.^t.  to  cat.^h  the  drift  of  this  hu>im.~s-like  " 
remark. 

"What    is   the    -ood   of    it    all?   vou    on^ht   to   sell   them" 
I  unpim  went  on,  turnin^r  t„  Balthazar.  ' 
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^  "Psliaw!  what  is  the  iimncv  |(,  nic:"  aii.-wcrcd  Cla.s,  with 
III.:  p-turc  of  a  man  t..  whom  loriy  ihousiinl  i'ran--^  is  a 
Hicrc  In  He. 

ThtTf  was  a  briof  pause,  fill,.,]  in-  the  cluiarcn's  oxehuna- 
tiiins. 

"i)o  look  at  this  one,  iiiamiua!" 

"<»h.  wliat  a  beauty!" 

"Wliat  is  t!iis  one  called,  niamnia?" 

'•What,  an   abyss   lop  tlie   hninan    mind!"  exclaimed    P.al- 
lli:i/ar.  claspin-  his  hands  with  a  .h-painn-  -estnn.      "'One 
Combination  of  hydrr.^.n  and  oxv-mi.  in  diilVivnt  lu-upurtion^ 
l"i'  '«n<l.T  th.'  sani..  rendition.^,  and  all  tlio,,.  dilfcrent  cdors 
aiv  produced  from  tiie  same  materials!" 

Th.-  terms  which  he  used  wen-  r|nif,.  familiar  to  his  wife 
■;•(  he  spoke  .«o  rapidly  that  >hc  dul  nut  -rasp  his  mcanin-;' 
l.aittiazar  bethouj^du  him  tliat  >hc  had  siudiod  his  favorite 
>'ir;ice.  and  said,  malsin-  a  mvstcrio.i-  siirn.  "Vou  .honj.i 
nr.d.rstand  that,  but  you  would  not  vet  und.T>tand  all  that 
I  'H.ant  '  and  he  seemed  to  relapse  into  one  of  his  usual 
i!ii:>inf:  fits. 

';l  should  think  so,"  said  I'ienpiin.  takinir  the  cup  of  cofTee 
'.Wnrh  Mai-uerite  handed  him.  -J)rive  Nature  out  bv  the 
'I'-r  and  she  comes  in  at  the  window."  ho  wont  on.  sp.-akin- 
""  Mme.  laes  ,n  a  low  voice.  -Vou  will  porhaos  he  so  -rood 
'■'^  to  speak  to  him  yourself:  the  ,|.vil  himself  would  no,  ^m.,. 
fi'-n  now  from  his  co,c:i,a,ions.  ll.  will  keep  on  like  this  till 
lo-morrow  niornin,ir.  I  suppose." 

lie  said   .ood-bve  to  Clao.;   who  appeared  not   to  hear  a 

-liable.  k,.>ed,ttle  Jean  in  hi.  ino.h.T-s  arms  n.ade  a  ,,n: 
"und  bow  to  Mme.  ('laes.  ami  went.     .\s  soon  •,.  th,.  .mv, 


'!'-r  was   shut   upon   the   visitor.    Balthazar   thn'w 'b,  ■  "^'rm 
f'"'"'t  bis  wite.  wai>t.  and  di-peJK.d  all  her  in,ea-in 


le-.<   o\(.r 


.IS  feigned  reverie  by  wln>perin;r  in  her  ear.  "I  knew  exactly 
'■<^r  to  .iret  rid  of  him!"  • 

Mme.  riaes  rai.sed  her  face  t< 
to  hid 


incr  to 


aide  the  happy  iear»  wh 


>  Her  liiNliand  without  attenipf- 


ich  tilled  her  eves.     'I 


a  she 
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let  little  Jriin  >h\>  \n  uw  irruund.  nirl  laid  her  head  on  Bal- 
thazar'.- -Jioiilder. 

"'[.(■t  ii~  ;r,,  l,,.,(  k  to  ihe  parlor.'"  >Iie  slid  aft.T  a  pause. 

Balihaxar  \va.  in  the  wild.-t  >pirii.-.  thai  .■venini::  ho  in- 
veni.Ml  iniHiiiicraiiK.  .t:atiies  fur  ih,'  <liildren.  and  joined  in 
thrill  liiiiisi.li'  .o  h.Mrtilv  tliat  lie  di.i  not  nutirr  that  his  wife 
left  thr  room  two  ,,r  thivf  times.  At  half-past  nine  o'eloek. 
when  dean  liad  h.vii  put  to  hed,  and  Mar-nerite  had  helpi'd' 
her  .sister  Folieie  to  undress,  she  came  downstair.?  into  the 
piirlnr  and  found  her  mother  sittin.i:  in  th.-  low  chair  talkinfj 
wilii  her  father,  and  .-aw  that  her  hand  lav  in  his.  She  turned 
to  isn  Willi,, iit  spcakin-.  fearin-  to  di.-inrh  her  father  and 
mother,  hut  Mine.  Cjaes  saw  her. 

"Here,  (  :,e  here.  Ma riTuerite.  '  .ir  ehild."  she  sai<l,  draw- 
in.iX  the  -irl  towards  her.  and  kissin-  !kt  afreetionatelv.  "Take 
your  honk  with  you  to  your  room,"  she  added,  '"and  mind  vou 
go  early  to  hed." 

"(.'ood-night.  darling  ehild."  said  Balthazar. 
^  ^Farguerite  gave  her  father  a  good-niglit  kiss  and  vanished. 
Claes  and  his  wife  were  jefi  alone  for  awhile.  Thev  watelied 
the  la.st  twili^dit  tints  fade  away  in  the  garden,  the  leaves 
turned  hlack.  the  outline-,  grew  dim  and  -liadowv  in  the  sum- 
iner  du.sk.  When  it  was  almost  dark.  Baltiiazar  .spoke  in  an 
unsteady  voiee.     ''Let  us  go  upstairs."  he  >aid. 

L(mg  Ix.fore  the  int  ro<liietion  id"  the  English  custom  of  re- 
garding a  wife's  apartment  as  a  sort  of  inner  sanctuary,  a 
Flamande's  room  iiad  heeii  impeiietr,,h|e.  This  is  due  to  no 
ostentation  of  virtue  on  the  part  of  the  good  hou.sewives ; 
It  springs  from  a  hahit  of  mind  anpiiivd  in  earlv  childhood,' 
a  hoiiseh.ild  superstition  which  looks  on  a  hedroom  as  a  deli- 
cunis  sanctuary,  where  there  <lio„ld  h..  an  atmosphere  of 
g<;nile  thoughts  and  feelings,  where  simplicitv  is  comhined 
with  all  the  sweetest  and  most  sacred  associations  of  social 
life. 

Any  woman  in  ^fme.  Claes'  position  would  have  done  her 
J.e<t   to  Mirronnd   heiself  with  daintv  l>elongini:< :  hut   Mmo 
Claes  had  brought  a  reliiied  taste  to  the  ta^k,  and  a  kuowled^re 
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..f  -iH.  s„h,l,.  inn.H.mv  wluVh  ..xt.rr.als  ..vert  upon  our  moods. 

^^^''■"  ^^■""'•l.l'"vo  1 n  hiMM-v  for  a  p,,,tv  woman,  was  for 

'"'•  ''  m;cf'ss,ty.  _  -1.  is  ni  on.'s  own  puw.r  to  bo  a  pnntv 
u'-nan.  >o  anutncr  .JoM.phin,.  ha.!  said;  but  thoro  bad  boon 
.-'Mi.ihin.i^-  ariiJuial  in  tbo  LM-a.v  ,,(  tb..  wifV  of  tb'  First 
.m^n  uho  bad  novor  lost  si.^ht  of  bor  ,„axi,n  for  a  n.omont; 
Mm...  (  laos  bad  understood  its  imp..rt,  and  was  always  snuple 
.!!:.!  natural.  -^  ^ 

F.nnibar  as  tbo  si,i:bt  of  bis  ^v'^r^,  room  was  to  Balthazar 
'-  w..>  usually  so  unmin.lful  of  ,1,.  tbin,.s  about  bim  tbat  a' 
!<nll  ..I  ploasuro  wen,  tbrou.di  bin,,  as  if  bo  saw  it  now  for  the 
:m  ...no^      I  bo  v,v,.l  ool,.rs  of  tbo  tulips,  oarofully  arranged 
1"  in.,  tal  ,  sIoHlor  porcolain  jars,  soomod  to  bo  part  of  tho 
p.i^.an    of  a    vonuui  s  triu.npb,  tho  blazo  of  the  li.rbts  pro- 
^  aiMH.l  ,1  as  joyously  as  a  flourish  of  trumpets.     Tho  ..andle- 
>v,\n   fa  I,„.  on  tho  ^^ri.lolin  silken  stutfs  broufrbt  thoir  palo 
.;'.,,  ,n  o  bannony  w,th  tbo  brilliant  surroundings,  hroakin-r 
I'-  sur  aoo  w,tb  dim  .olden  ^^loa.ns  whon.vor  it  oauubt  the 
i-rh  .  slunin.^  on  tbo  petals  of  tho  flowers  till  thov  .lowed 
':^;  lH'ape,Knp  .,.,n^    And  those  preparations  had  booiTmade 
'"  li"'i!     It  was  all  f..r  him! 

.'.|^epbino  oould  have  found  no  more  eloquent  wav  of  tell- 
;n::  l.im  tbat  ho  was  the  source  of  all  her  jovs  and' sorrow. 
in.ro  was  ..omotbin-  doliciously  s.)otbin.  to  tho  ..onl  in  this 
'■'""n.  somothm.  that  hani,.hod  every  tb.>u.rbt  of  sadm-s    till 
-'..m^  hut  the  eonseiousnoss  of  porfoot  an.l  serene  happiness 

,^    n  ■  t  T"'  '  ^''"^'  f'"'"^'""''  "^  ^^''  Oriental  han^r. 

m.'>   hlled   the  air  without   pallin.  on   tho  ..enso.  •   the  vorv 

-nams.  so  oarofully  drawn,   revealed  a  jealous  anxietv  to 

rvasure  the  lowest  w.,rd  utter..,!  thon-,  to  shut  out  evervthing 

.--m.l  froni  ,be  eyes  of  him  whom  she  had  won  hack  ' 

M-n...    CIao.<  drew   the  tapo.stry  han-in-s  across   the  .loor 

■;   no  sound   mi^bt  reach  then,   from  without.     Then    a,s 

,;;;,    ,        !%  ''  ;V''"""^   ^''-^P^''^   *"  ^  ^-o^*'  dre.sin-.,;wn 
•^"1  .  eep  frills  of  lace  at  the  tbr..at.  her  beautiful  hair   black 
^".1  ;,  .,ssy  as  a  raven's  win-    makin-  a  sottin.  for  b..r  face 
•'—phme  glanced  with  a  bright  smile  at  her  husband    who 
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was  sitliii-  hv  111.  h,.;n-ili.  A  wittv  ^vnuu,u.  who  nt  times 
grows  iHauiiful  when  (ut  hmiI  |,,i<>,.>  into  lirr  f.i,,.,  can  ex- 
press irivH>til)lo  li(,],fs  in  licr  >iiiil,.. 

A   woniair>   -iv.iicM   r|,ann  ,.onsi>t,  i„   a   ronstant   anneal 
to  a   man.-  p-iicruHiv.   m   a    -rarrfiil  ;„!,,,i.Hn„  of  holpl,,... 
iH--.  whirh  stiinulal...  hi,-  pri.le  and  aw,ik,.n<  his  nohl,>st  feel- 
ings.    Is  there  not  a  magical  power  in  siieli  a  eonf.-s.ion  of 
w.akiK  »:     \\  hen  the  nn;:.  had  .li,l  nnj-ele-siv  over  the  enr- 
tam  rod.  .he  weni  towards  her  hu.hand.  laviti-  her  hand  on 
a  Hiair  as  though  lo  find  .-uf)port.  or  to  move  more  <:ra.'efullv 
and  dis>eM:hle  her  larnene-s.     It  was  a  mute  r,.(|ne.t   for  h.-ln 
Balthazar  .-..enu'd  lost  in  th.m-ht  ;  his  eve.  re.f.l  on  the  pale 
olive  faee  against  its  du.ky  hacKgroun.J  with  a  sen<e  of  per- 
f.vt   sati>fa.'lion;  now  he  sluw.k  oif  hi-:  ,nu-in-s,  spran-  „p 
took  his  wife  in  his  arms,  an<l  earried  her  to  the  sofa      This 
was  exaetl.v  what  >he  had  intended. 

'•Ton  promised."  .he  said,  taking  ids  hands,  whieh  thrilled 
at   her  toueh.  "to  let   me  into  the  seerel  of  vour  researehes 
^"u   iimst  a.lmit,  d.Mr.  that   F  am  worthv  of  the  eonfidenee 
for  1    hav,.  iM.en  l)rave  enough  to  studv  a  seiene..  whieh  the' 
hureh  eondemns.  ..o  that   I  may  nnde,v,a„d  all  that  vou  sav 
But   you   must   not   hirle  anything   from   n,e:   I   am  "eurions 
And    first  of  all.  tell   me  how  it  ehaneed  that  on(>  morning 
vou   ooked  so  trouMed  when  I  had  left  vou  so  happv  the  even- 
ing  hefore?"  ' 

I'You  are  dre.ssed  so  eo.pu-ttishly  to  talk  ahout  chemistrv'" 
'.\o.  dear,  to  learn  a  .<eeret  whieh  will  let  me  a  little  fur- 
ther into  yonr  heart:  is  not  that   the  -reatest  of  all   iov^  for 
nier      .Ml    the   sweetness    of    life    is    eomprised.   and   has    its 
souree.  in  a   closer  -ndeivtandin-  In^tween  two  souls       \nd 
;>;'"■•  "-Inm  vour  love  is  wlmlly  and  solelv  mine.  I  want  to  know 
lu^   tynmnou-    Idea    wh.,.h  drew  yon  aw.-,v    from    tne   for  so 
long.     ^..s.  I  am  more  jealous  of  a  thun^ht  than  of  all  the 
^^•'>'"*;"  "I  "".  world.     Love  is  vast,  l.u:  love  is  not  infinite- 
and   in  .-.-len.-e  there  are  ur.fafhomahle  d.ptl,.:   \  cannot   let 
,vou  go  forth   into  tle.m  alo„e.      I    hate  evervthing  that   can 
coi„e  hetweeu  us;  ..ume  day  the  fame  that  vou  are  seekin-  s,, 
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■n^'Th  -iIIhovonrs.nn.lJshain..,nis,.n,hI,..     Fa,,,,  would 

pv.  v.,u  nn.n.e  pleasure,  wnuhl  h  not?  and  I  alun^^^d 
i-  111.'  soum.  of  vour  {.h-asun's.  nK,nsi,ur  •' 

".\".  d.ar  an^Tl.  it  was  not  a  thought  that  set  me  on  this 
^'l-rinus,,n,..i;  It  was  a  man.-  ^ 

■■A  iii.in  I""  <hc  cried  a.-^liast. 

'■I'"  ,\"ii  remember  the  I'olisii  of)].  ..r    TVnit,,    ,.-1,^ 
"..'.'..  h..re  in  our  house  ,a  Is.H.-  ^  *"'  ""''^  ^''"^^  ^ 

"""I   mnernherhnn:-      1   .„,   vexed  w,th  mv.elf  heeause 
-<■  Ins  face  .o  of,en-h,s  bald  hea,l.  tl,e  eurin,.  end'     f 
.«aoe.^^ 

':ia:.kt,,o;;"z:r  ::\  ;j 

»m  iii>  i,rous  .      I  h.'re  was  somet  iiiiL'- aiio-ill 
|n^n,h,sI,s,h.smeehaniealwayofwaIkin.:     IfaMlu^Hns 
K.I  not  ^een  full,  he  eerta.nl,  should  neu.  have  ll^^lnZ 

'•Well  that  I'oli.h  gentleman  was  a  :\r.  Adam  de  Wiorz- 
.  l-v„,a,  an-wered  Hahha.ar.  '-That  evening,  whe  v^ 
;■  M.s  s,  tin.  ,n  the  parlor  by  ourselves,  we  felf^un  o.'  to 
;'.'k,n,  about  ehemist-y.  He  had  been  forced  to  ,n ^i  h 
-  ^  "dK.s  from  poverty,  and  had  hecon.e  a  soldier.  If  re- 
-'"'-r  nglu  y.  .t  was  ovr  a  ^lass  of  rau  snrrer  t  a  Z 
-.-zed  each  oter  as  adepts.     Wlum  I  told  M 

■■  -llave  you  ev.-r  ^udied  chemistrv?"  ho  asked 
H'S  With  Lavoisier.'  I  told  him 

.^n"';':':":  mSe!^:  '^  ^^'-'^''"^^^  >-^-  -h,  you 

-I I"    .i-;ave    one    of    those    -rroans    that    reveal    a    hell    of 

--     ulden  and   locked  away  in  a  manV  hear,   or    "ain 
;;^;'f  suppressed  and  helple.  rage  of  which  word<  eann" 

-.     a       ,dea,;nd  completed  his. entem-e  with  a. lance  that 
;""    "•..shuo.ier.     After  a   pa„.e.   he   ,„ld   „„•   that    .ince 

;  e'-;fswi  "'''''^v^  ^*'"''''^ ''''=''''•• '-•-'-•"• 

M    v      "  •^^^•■.'''■"-  ■■">;!   tl.-v  ha,i  .„„hf   eon.>la(;un   in   the 
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*''\\'<'II,'  111'  jiiltlcil,  'I  M'c  thii  vi'ii  have  ri'i'DM-nizod.  a?  I 
liavc,  that  if  ^'inii  Jiraliic,  -nuar,  and  -lanh  arr  n'llin'cd  to  a 
fiiH-  iiiiuili-r.  tlnv  arc  aiiiiM~i  uiili-i  iiiirui.-liaMc.  and  if 
aiialv/t  il,  yifld  tln'  ,-anii'  niliiiiatc  rr~iili.' 

"'riicn-  ua-  a  mimuhI  paii-i'.  lie  .vim!  me  ki'i>t\lv  for 
aNvliilc,  ihcii  he  -jiukc  iiitiliilciitially  and  m  a  IdW  \n\i;-.  To- 
day unly  till'  ncollrctiun  of  llic  ^umiral  .-.cn-c  of  i!io.-c  solt>inn 
words  n-niaiiK  with  nic ;  hut  there  wa-  .-nnietliin^^  .~o  earnest 
in  his  tones,  -  h  tierce  eneri:y  in  hi-  i,n>niiv>.  that  everv  word 
M'enied  to  \ihrate  tlironudi  ine.  to  he  heateu  into  niv  brain 
with  liainiiier-strokes.  'I'liese,  in  l)rief.  were  his  reasonings; 
for  ine  they  were  Hke  tlie  coal  whicii  the  scra[iiiini  laid  on  tlie 
lips  of  the  ]iro|.het  I-aiah,  for  ;ii'ter  my  >tuilies  with  Lavoisier 
I  could  understand  ail  that  they  meant. 

" ''l"lu'  ultimate  identity  of  these  three  siihsfanros.  to  all 
a]  ;icarance  -o  diirereiit."  he  went  on.  Vu^ru'ested  the  idea  that 
all  natural  pnuliici  imis  mi,:.dit  he  reduced  to  a  sin^de  element. 
The  invest i,u''at ions  of  modern  chemistry  have  proved  that  this 
law  holds  u'Odd  to  a  lar>:e  extent.  Chemistry  elassitles  all 
creatinii  under  two  distinct  headiiii's — Organic  .Vature  and 
Jnori:ani('  Xaturc.  Ortranic  nature  comjirises  everv  animal 
or  vei^ctahle  irrowth,  everv  oriranic  structure  however  elemen- 
tary, or,  to  -jieak  riKU'e  accurately,  everything:  which  posse.s.ses 
nmre  or  less  capacity  of  motion,  which  is  th(>  niea.-ure  of  its 
sentient  powers.  Or^Mnie  nature  is  therefore  the  most  ini- 
})ortant  part  of  our  world.  Now,  analysis  has  reduced  all  the 
priuhicis  of  <u-i:anie  nature  to  fmir  elements,  three  of  which 
are  pises — nitrotren.  oxviren.  and  hydro<:-en;  and  the  fourth, 
earhon,  is  a  iinn-metallic  xtlid. 

•• 'Ii'or^'anic  nature,  on  the  other  hand — with  so  little  di- 
versity amoiiir  i\<  tonus,  with  no  [lower  of  movement  or  of 
sentience,  destitute,  perhaps,  of  the  pewer  of  .irrowlh,  <'on- 
fvdt'd  to  it  on  in-uHicieiit  LM'oiind-  hv  l,inna'u> — inoriranie 
nature  iiumhers  lifty-three  simple  hi'dies.  and  all  its  products, 
are  formed  hy  their  various  comhinations.  Is  it  likclv  that 
the  cnn>titueni,>  should  lie  most  niimerou-  when  t1ie  results 
are  su  little  various:'     .Mv  old  master  used  to  hold  that  there 
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ua>  a  J=in-lo  Hon,.>nt  ron.inon  to  all  th-s,.  fiftv-thnv  h.uiio. 
.in.l  iliat  some  unknown  for.r.  no  Inn-.-r  ..vi.rt..|,  hrou-ht 
a'.oMt  tho  apparent  .n.ulification. :  this  unknown  fonr  in  his 
'r^innn  tho  hunu.n  int.-lhrt  nn-ht  <li..ov..r  an,l  apply  onco 
"-r...  Woll,  th.n.  ima.Mm.  that  fo,-,.,.  diM-ovr-d  and  onco 
.-r.  s,.t  ,n  n.ot.on,  rhenustry  wouh!  1...  the  .vmu:v  of  a  <.nde 
I  l''incnt.  ^ 

•"•T-anie  and  inor:,^,nic  nature  are  probaldv  alike  ha^.-d 

"i-"  tm.r  elen,ent-  but  if  we  should  sue,...,.!  in  deeo.npo-in.r 

-Mln>.-n,    or  .ustanee.  whieh  we  M.av  look  up„n  as  a  n.!r,tUm 

n.nr  niunher  vwaild  l..  redu.vd  t.,  three.     We  are  on  tlH-  v.tv 

• -r...  of  the  (Irand  'IVrnary  of  ,|„.  an.-ient.-- w...  uho  aro  u-ont 

V  ^";%''V""-  'f "J-anee,  ai   the  al,h..nn.t>  of  ,1,,.   M.dd'e 

\-s .     Modern  (  heniistry  has  ^mne  no  fnnh.r  than  thi.      If 

-   -nuoh    andye,    it    i     v.ry   little.      ^r,^.I,    i.,.   I,,...,,  a.V-om- 

.■I.-he.l.  for  ehe.n.stry  has  learned  to  shrink  before  „.,  d,ili,.„l- 

-«:  little,  beeause  what  has  b.en  a,rompl,.h..d  is  as  n.thin.r 

-niparrd  w,th  what   remains  to  do.     Tis  a  fair  science    vc^ 

■-'!'    owes  niiicli  to  chance. 

""niero  is  the  diamond,  for  instance,  that  orvstalli/ed 
;.-P  '.f  pure  carbon,  the  very  last  substance,  one  would  think 
:a,  man  co,,!d  .Tcate.  The  alcheu,ist<  ,he„,selves,  the  .-h..,,,: 
-;  nf  the  Middle  Aires,  wlu,  tho„,d,t  that  ,.,,d  could  be  re- 
7iv.d  >nto  ,  s  different  elen.ents.  and  made  up  a-.ain  fron, 
:;-.;;-^l..vesl,ru„kind.mavrronn.,ea,tL,^^ 

_    '•  'A^  for  ,ne.'  h.  added.  'T  have  ,,rone  farther  vet  •     I  ha  e 
■,"'"'"'•  ^7.'  •^"/■M-riment  I  on,-,  uuul:  ,bat  tho  n.V^ere'u.s 

^•^nary^vln.,  has  fi'lH  n,..n-s  imaginations  fron,  tim/m 
--nor.al.w.ll  never  b,    .liseov.n-d  by  anv  analvtical  IJ"! 

'>"f.  in  the 


ii 


:j'r  analysis  tends  in  nr,  nne  spociaf  direction'     I 
'  -r   place.  I  will  desc-rib.  th.  ..xp.Tim.nt.      Yo,,   take  <ecds 
■  ■   'Tcss   f.sele,.t,n,^  a  sin,M,.  on.  fr„m  ;,„,on.  tho  manv  sub 
■:mccs  of  orpanie  nature).  an,l  ..,w  then,  in   llowers  of  s„l" 
-nir   uduch  ,s  a  <impl..  inor^ani.  b„dv.     Wat.r  tb.  .'w.  with 
!-tillod  water,  to  make  certain   that   no  unknown  denan 
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miriirlcs  with  ihr  iirndiicts  of  gerniiiiatiun.    rinli  r  thi'»o  ron- 
(iition>   ;lic   -cid-   will   .-[irout    nwl   ^tow.  (lr;i\\iii,u  all    their 
iiuiiri-luiHiii    fiviiii  clcriicnts  asccrtMined   l._v  atialvsi.-!.      From 
tunc  to  tiiiir  cut   the  (rc.>s  and  Inirn  it,  until  you  liavo  col- 
lected a  stitliciciit  i|ii;intily  of  a.-^li  for  your  aualvsis;  and  what 
doc,-    It    Meld:--     Silica,   aliiiiiina.   calcic   ph.isjiliate   and   car- 
l'"iiaie.  iiia^MH-ia  carhnnatc.  potasHc  .-ulpliate  and  earlxmate. 
:ind   ferric  .i\idc;   ju-t  a-  if  tlie  cress  had  spriin<:  up  in  the 
earth  hy  the  uatcrsidc.     Vet  none  of  the-c  siihstanees  are  r)r('s- 
ent  in  the  -.,||  in  uhi.h  the  cresso  ;rrew ;  s^iilplnir  i<  a  simple 
hody,  the  cni!i|M.-iirMi  (,f  di.Miilcd  water  i.-  dcflnilelv  known; 
none  of  ihcm  cxi-i  m  lii,.  seeds  themsejvev     We  can  only  sup- 
jiose  that   'here  i-  one  element  eomni.m  to  the  cre^s  and  its 
environment:  that  the  air.  the  distilled  water,  the  llowcrs  of 
Hulpluir.  and  the  \arious  sul)stances  detected  l)v  an  analysis 
of  the  calcineil   cress    (that   is   to  say.   the   potiissinm.   lin.o, 
ma^me-ia.  alumina,  and  so  forth  )  are  all  various  forms  of  one 
common  element,  which  is  .rec  in  the  atninsphere,  and  that 
the  sun  has  heeti  the  active  atrent. 

"  "rhere  can  he  no  cavil  as  to  this  experimimt,'  h(>  ex- 
claimed, 'and  thence  I  di'duee  the  existence  of  the  Ahsolute! 
()ne  Klement  comm(m  to  all  ^uhstan.-es,  niodilied  hv  a  unique 
Force  ^-tliat  is  statinur  the  prohlem  of  the  Ahsolute  in  its  sim- 
plest form,  a  [)rohicm  which  tln'  human  intellect  can  solve, 
or  so  it  s-ems  to  me. 

"  ">  nu    are    ((.nfronted    at    the    outset    hy    the    !,-.ysterious 

'I'eriiary.   hefnre   whieh    liumaniiy   has    kneh    in   every   a<ze^ 

!'rii:iiiv.'  Matter,  the  A,-:encv.  and  the  IJe^uIt.  Thnm«:h(.ut 
al!  hnmaii  exiierience  you  will  lind  the  awful  numlier  Three, 
in  all  re!i-ioiis,  -cienc^es.  and  laws.  And  there,'  he  said, 
'war  and  poverty  put  an  end  to  mv  researches! 

'•'\im  are  a  pupil  of  Lavoisier"-:  you  are  rich,  and  can 
spend  your  life  as  you  will.  1  will  >hare  mv  iruesses  at  truth 
with  you.  the  result-  ..f  the  exrier-ncnts  whicli  <:avc  me 
^dimp-es  of  the  end  to  which  re-earch  should  he  directed. 
The  riMMiTtvi.:  I:i.k.mi;n-t  mu>,  |,e  an  element  common  to 
o.xyeeii.  l'ydro,i:en.  nitrogen,  and  carhon  ;  the  Agencv   mu.-^r 
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I.-  till-  coiiiiiion  i.riiH  ij.lr  of  p,,>iii\..  mill  nr-„tivo  rieetrioity. 

if  ;ift.  r  invciitiiti,'  jiikI  jipplyiii-  i.-m  hj,.,,,  tot  vui  can  t'stab- 

-M  iIh-c  tu(.  thrnrif.  beyond  a  (loul.t.  you  will  be  in  posses- 

H'.n  uf  ihc  First  Cause,  the  key  to  all  I'hr  phenomena  of  na- 

i(in\ 

■•  'Oh!  iiionsienr.  when  you  carry  flin-r:  he  said,  striking 
ii:-   forehead,  'the  la>t  word  of  creation,  a   fore>hadowiii<,r  ,,f 
ill.-    \l/-oliiie.  can  you  call  it   living  to  l,e  drairi-'i'd  hitlier'ind 
'iii'h'  r  oser  the  earth,  to  he  (uie  ainon-  hliml  i,ia>>es  of  uieii 
uhM  hurl  tiieiiiM.|\<>  upon  each  other  at  a  ejven  si;:nal  with- 
-:ii    kun'Mu^   why?      My   waking'  life   i>  ;,„    inverted   dream. 
M\   l.udy  comes  and  ^,h->,  does  ihi>  and  that,  amid  men  and 
'iniiuii.  ^r,„.v  under  fire,  and   manhe-  acn-~    ilurope  at  the 
iM.Min-of  a  power  which  I  despise;  and  1  have  no  eon>cious- 
iM-s  (d'   It    all.      .My   inmo>t   soul    is   rapt    in   the  contemphi- 
!i..n  of  one  fixed  idea,  •■n^'nw.ed  hy  one  all-ahsorhin^r  thouirht 
!i;''  <^iest  of  the  .Misolute:  to  (letect  the  force  that   is  seen 
^1  work  wlien  a  fvw  seeds,  which  cannot  he  told  one  from  an- 
"Mi-r,  -et  under  the  >anic  condiiions.  will  spring'  up  and  hlos- 
-in.  and  some  flowers  will  be  white  and  some  will  Ik-  veilow. 
I  "it  lan  see  its  mysterious  operali(,n   in   injects,  1)V   feedinfr 
i-'^'-riii-,  apparently  alike  in  siruciure,  on  the  same  leaves, 
'  'i  ;"me  will  spin  a  white,  others  a  yellow  cocoon;  you  can 
"    "    ill   man   him.-elf  wlien   hi^  own  ch.ldren   bear  no   re- 
-  ml, lane-  to   their    father  or   ni(,ther.      Hence,  mav   we  not 
l'"Jii-ii]\\    infer  that    there  is  one  Cause  underlvini:'iliese  ef- 
t"t~.  h.'neath  all  the  piienomcna  of  nature?     Is  it  not  in  con- 
'■■rmit\  with  aM  our  thouirht^  of  Cod  lo  ima-ine  that  He  has 
M-"i_dit  everything'  to  pa.-s  by  the  simpl(>t  means? 

■■■Thi'  followers  of  Pythai:oras  of  old  adored  the  Ove 
•'■l"'ii''<'  issued  the  Many  (their  e\pn.~i,,n  f<,r  the  I'rimi- 
"  Klemeni);  men  have  reven  need  ilic  number  T'.v.  ihe 
•••-I  air-re-ation  and  tvpe  of  ail  ihat  follow  ;  and  in  everv 
!-•  .ind  creed  Ihe  nund.er  Tiii:i:i:  l:a^  reiuvsented  (;(,d  (that 
;  i-  -av.  Matter.  Force,  am]  l?esull  )  ;  tlirou-h  all  these  eon- 
tn-e,i  i.rropint:s  of  the  human  mind  there  i>  a  dim  perception 
"I  Ihe  .\hsolute!    .Stahl  and  Beeher.  I'ara.rl.u>  and    \-rippa 


I 


74 


Tin:  (^l  i;sT  OF  TFIK  AHSOLCTE 


all  gnal  ...rk.rs  of  n.r„lt  ••auscs.  ha.l  fur  passwonl  Tri^uw- 
i/'^/./^-tl.n  is,o.n.,|,..,;,,„.IT,.rnary.     r^norant  ,M.o,.k 

,""■''"■■""'  '•'-'■'''''•'''■'''•'•■''''■''■"H)at,.ur,ufald,..mv,  that 
lran...,,„h.nial  <lM.,n,.-trv.  haw  ,!uuhll..>s  no  >M.[,icion  that  o„r 
clixnvrn..,  juMifv  ,1,,.  „„|....,on,.d  rcsrarrh,..  of  tho^r  for- 
K"tt(ii  ^M-cat  Mien! 

■■•l^-\';'^vh..n.h.s,.,.n.tof,h..  Ahsulu,..  Hfoun.l.  theproh- 
J-n-f  .\Iuu,,M.„t  n.M.a.Ms  t(,  h.  ^M-ap,,!,.,!  u,lh.  Ah  ,n,. !  whilo 
Shu  an.l  .h..||  nr..  ,„y  .laily  farv.  uhil.  I  an,  .nm.naM.l.njr  ...on 
to  tl.n,^  auay  ,h..,r  uv..  f.,,-  nothu,.,  my  .,hl  .naM.r  .s  rnaku,,. 
<  i.c.ov..ry  „n  ,i.M.Hvry,  M.ari,,;,  h,;rh,.r  an,!  footer  towards  th. 

b!mel.y  r  '■      '  ''""  '"''  '■''"  "  ''"^'  '"  "''"  ^"'•"^''-  "^  '^ 

"As   M,o„   as   th.   poor   ^rrat    ,nan    i,a<l    .rrowu   somewhat 
calMiLT,  he  sai.l  ,1,  a  hn.th.rly  fashion  that  toncho.l  mo  • 

will  I         '!'""'''  "',"'l^'  "^"  '"•'  ^■■M^'Titncit  uorth  rnakin-,  I 
will  leave  It  to  y,,ii  hrfore  I  dio.' 

'•My    l>,.p,ta."   sa,d    Balthazar,    pressin;:   his    wife's    hand, 

ttars  ..(  ra.o-  and  d..,pair  ..Kir^ed  down  h.<  hollow  eheeks  as 

'•'  >I.oke   and  hi^  .ord>  kindled  a  fire  in  „„..     Somewhat  in 

ns  way  Lavo.Mer  had  reason,.!  before,  hut  Lavoisier  had  not 

tJie  <<nira>re  (d  hi<  opinions     .     .     ." 

'indeed.-  rried  .M„„..  Claes.  interruptin,^  in  spite  of  her- 

onr'r   'mJ  '!   "  u   '!'"   '"""  "'"  ""'^    -f'"'"   """  "^^^t   under 
.not  that  rohU.d  us  all  of  your  alfeet.on  :  one  phrase,  one 

•  :  '•     <'  '  ■•  ;i<'ar  lialthazar.  did  h.  „,ak..  the  si.ni  of  the  eross? 
i'l  ynu  look  at  hun  closely r>     0„lv  ,he  Tempter  could  have 

hoM'  y.llow  eyes,  nla^.n-r  with  the  fire  -d'  I'romrthens  Y,« 
Only  tlu.  |.„.nd  hi.nsHf  eould  have  snatel,..!  vou  awav  from 
|'H>. -VT  s,n<-..  that  .lay  von  have  h.cn  neither 'father  nor  hus- 

l>and  nor  head  of  the  household " 

••Wlial  :••  ex.laimed  Italthazar.  >prin.nn,i:  to  his  feot.  and 
Wk.n,  ..an.hH,,ly  at  his  w,f..  -vlo  you  blame  vour  hushand 
n   ,.,"0^1'"'/      "■■,"""•"""   '^"  '-'^-Pr.'a.i  the  divine 

n.„,!on-  beneath   vourf,.etr  a  poor  tribute  compared 
^^'th  th,  treasures  of  your  heart.     Why,  do  you  know  what  I 


'ini;  <..ii:si'  of  tiii;  .\mso[.[-ik  7.-, 

'">   ''T"-'-     li.'cnr.l.  Ill  liiscritlm.Ma.sn. 

II  s.vM.,..Hoh,sa,f..  at  tlMt  M.uuM.nt  ,l,Mf  tl |„u„f  in- 

'■■"-    ll"WC(l   as   >||,.    li^lrtlcd. 

"V"""  •";'"'"""''  '''•"'•i'"'  "".I   nitn.;:..,,;    F    hav.  <|,.,.„m 
''"^-lis.-.v..n.,l  „,.u-  MH.tals.     Xay/' h.  ..,.1.  a.  1...  1-,„|.,.     u 


MIS  ah'  (M)iii- 


urn.      >,.....]  o,.™.^ 

.•..*v':ni;■^.^;.;!;;;::/-:;l■;,^.:^^ 


til 
i.u 

'^'■tnuU'U.  f.,r  in  „ui„.ral>  roMil.usti.m  is  ....trnt  -.1    l-.n  n 

""'V'"';"""-     '■'''''■'•''-''^-n-n-planJ         ';.         '•':'^ 

|;-tan,Iyr.,.a,n.d,hrn„,,,,l,..a,.n,,vof i.t„n  ,      .- 

M'-  >f.M.,s  to  Ik'  prartirallv  on.ll.^s:  tlH-n-  aiv  livin  /v 
growths  whielH.u.  l...n  in  ..i.,.,„,.,..:,;',;,^;;:;^^^^^^ 

...wlH.,uforso,„.Mnda,ou„.nd.natnn.„K.J    .::      t    ■ 
"Z  !""-f-^    P'>-   -f    •.>...|,anis,„,    „„,,„uin.'  i  j 

-nlH.n...   ,ns„„e,.   or   intHIi,..,,,...    (,hi,.h    mark  ihr    ■ 


Man.  rrprosontm.^  tlio  hi^host  point  of  int.IIi<.onr.P  i.  , 
!  •<<■  of  m...i,an,sn,  whi.-h  posso.s.s  th.  Facnltv  of  T1h>„  d.' 
■"--half  of  en.at,v.  pou-.r.     An,]  ,.on,l,ns,ion  is  a.oon    n^   v 

'-.v  ,ntc.nse.nn.nMhan  in  anv  0,1,,.  animal  or.ani- 
;^T....,s  rnnv  ho  ,n  a  rrH.snn.  tnu.,!  I.v  tho  pn.,.n....  .f    .i„ 
*'!'■•'♦'-.  sulphates,  and  .-arhMnaf.-.   i„   ,h,.  .  .f,.,,,    u-l  •  T 
-..al..d   l,v  analvsi.     What  ar.  th..>     ,dw  a       '         t;'" 
of   th.   action    of   electric    fluid,    the    \U..l  X.       1''^ 


i^i'i.i:    principle: 
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Slifpiilil  Ul'  imt  Icii.k  111  tlrni  tlir  riiiii|Hiiiriil~  |iii.iluic(l  hv  dcc- 
trii'ils  III  ;:irati  r  v;iriil\  iii  iimii  lli.m  m  .ni'i  miIht  iiiniiiiil  ? 
Wii-  it  not  III  111'  i'\|"'iti'i!  ilial  iii.'iii  .'.iilil  |M.~M--  L'ri'iitrr 
faciilt  i"'^  fur  ;ili-iit'liin;r  lai'Liir  i|iiiint  it  ir>  nt  tlii'  Aii-nhiti'  Mli' 
iiii'iit.  irniiliT  piiwrr-  nf  .•i--iniiliitiri;:  it.  an  nrL'anizatinti  iinin' 
iHTfcctly  aila|itiil  fur  ruiurrtiiijr  it  to  hi-  i<\\u  ii^f-,  fur  ilraw- 
iri;^'  frnm  it  !ii-  |ih\-ual  I'nrci'  anil  hi-  iiiriiial  puwrr?  I  am 
MiH'  iif  it.  Man  1-  a  inalra>-.  In  my  ii|iininn  tlir  idinl's 
brain  ('(Uitain-  li->  |ihn-|ihnnis.  K--  nt'  all  the  |iriiiliicts  of 
i'lt'ctro-mii^'iirli^m.  uliidi  arc  nihimlanl  in  lli'-  mailman; 
tlicv  arr  |iri-i'ni  in  -mall  (jiiantitii-  in  l!i.'  ni-.Tinarv  hrain, 
anil  arr  I'imuhI  in  ihiir  ri'.'lit  iirniinrtiim  in  tin'  hrain  of  thi' 
man  of  i^iiiiii.-.  'I'lir  |i'irirr.  the  ilaiin'r,  tin'  iini\rr-al  lovrr. 
anil  the  ;:liittiin  miMlin'i  t  tin'  fnnc  -tnrril  up  in  tlirir  -y-tciiw 
tlirmiirli  the  aL'fncy  of  t'lcctricity .  Indri'il,  our  sciiti- 
IIRTlt-i — " 


"'riiat  is  ciioiii;!!.  iiaithazarl  You  ti'rrify  mr;  tlicsc  arc 
blas|)hcmi(s.     What,  my  love  for  you  i? " 

"Mal'cr  cthcnali/i'il.  and  Lnvcii  off."  an-wcrcd  Chic-!,  "the 
pcorct  douiitlc--  of  the  Alisolutc.  Only  ihink  of  it  I  If  I 
tihould  in-  the  fir:-l  I  the  lir-t — if  I  find  it  out  ...  if 
I  find     ...     if  1  find     ...      !" 

The  words  ''"11  from  him  in  three  difTereiit  tone-  of  voire: 
his  face  ^'radiiallv  iinderwrni  a  ehanire:  he  looked  Iik,  ,i  man 
inspired. 

"I  will  make  metals.  1  will  make  diamond-:  all  that  nature 
does  I  will  do." 

"Will  vou  he  any  happior?"'  cried  .Tosopliine.  m  he-  despair. 
".\('cursed  science!  .Xccnr-id  fiend!  Von  are  fortrottinir. 
riacs.  that  this  is  the  sin  of  pride  by  which  Satan  fell.  You 
are  eneroachiiiy  on  (iod  '" 

"Oh!    Oh!" 

"Tie  denies  God  !'"  she  cried.  wrinLnni:  her  hands,  "Claes. 
God  vriclds  a  power  which  will  never  he  yours." 

At  this  sli^rht  on  liis  beloved  ':('ieni'c  Claes  looked  at  his 
wife,  and  a  (piiver  seemed  to  pass  through  him. 

"^'hat  force?"  lie  said. 


Tin;  t^i  I'.sr  or  Tin:  misum  ik 


'•'I'hc  diir  -i'!i'  fitrcf  —  Mcivi'iiinit.  'I'liiit  ir-  ulint  I  have 
:'!it!u  rnl  fiMMi  ihf  Im.oIvs  I  lia\f  nad  f^r  ymir  -akr,  Vi>u  i.ni 
.iiial\zi'  llowcr^.  or  fruit,  nr  Malair.i  wiru  ,  a'nl  <>(  cnurM'  <lis- 
('iwr  tlnir  cxait  iln'iiih  al  ((iiiijiii^ii  .11.  ami  IJ'  il  clfiin'til-*  in 
tliiMi  whii'li  a|i|ian  iilly  an'  imt  \'>  ln'  fiiuip'   iti  iIh-  -iirroimil- 

illL'-.  a-  uilll  thai  (Tr^,-,  UUI  .-|)(ikc  df:  [m  -ii>ly  I'V  tillit  "f  cf- 
I'mPI    \<>U    ((illld   (iill.ct    tlln-c  cIclMflll^    Ini.'ctht'r.    lillt    Wiillld   yiill 

luakf  tlnucr-.  or  rniit.  nr  .\lala;:a  wiiir  frnm  llu'iii?  Could 
\ou  rcprndiicc  tlif  iii\>tf ri'ai?.  action  of  tln'  -iin?  of  tlio  Span- 
i«(i  cliriiatf?  l)(i  otiiiio>ilio!i  i^  oiic  tiuiig,  (nation  is  an- 
otlicr." 

"If  i  -hould  discover  l!u'  coinpcHiiij.'  furcf.  f  could  cri'att'." 

NotliiiiL'   will   >toj)   hiiril"  (Titd    T'l'iia.   with   d<'<|»air  in 

hfi  vr)ic('.     "( ih,  my  love,  love  is  ^laiii.     I  have  lost  love   .    .    ." 

Slic  l)urst  into  sobs,  and  tlirouL'li  her  trars  tier  cyi's  seemed 
more  lieautifid  than  ever  for  the  sorrow,  and  pity,  and  lovo 
tiial  .-hone  in  them. 

''\('<,"  she  Said,  sohhinjr,  "yon  are  dead  to  .•verythin'r  else. 
I  >ee  it  nil.  Science  is  -itrnnper  in  yon  than  \<n  yourself;  yon 
have  -oared  too  far  and  too  hiirli :  you  can  never  drop  to  eartli 
aLMin  to  he  the  coii;panir>n  of  a  ynior  woman.  What  happi- 
lie-s  could  I  fjive  von  now?  .\hl  I  tried  to  believe  tliat  (iod 
had  made  you  to  show  forth  His  work.-  and  to  sin;:  His 
'■raises;  that  this  irre-istihle  an<l  tyrannous  power  luid  heen 
-' t  in  your  lieart  hy  dod'-  nvii  hand  It  wa-  a  'nehiiicholy 
con-olation.  Hut.  no.  (iod  i-  trood  ;  lie  would  have  left  a 
little  room  in  your  iieart  for  th"  wife  who  idolizes  you,  ami 
the  children  over  whom  yon  should  watch.  The  fiend  alone 
rniild  cnahle  yoii  to  walk  alone  ainonix  those  hottotnle-s  |)its  ; 
in  darkne--.  li^ht(d  not  hv  faith  in  heaven,  hut  hy  a  hideous 
belief  in  your  own  powers  I  Otherwi-e,  you  would  have  -een. 
<lear.  tliat  you  had  run  throiit:li  nine  hundred  thousand  francs 
in  three  years.  Ah  I  do  me  jii<ti'-e.  my  (b^d  on  earih  !  I  do 
nut  murmur  at  anythinir  you  do.  If  we  had  oidv  each  other. 
I  Would  pour  out  l)oth  our  fortunes  at  vour  feet;  I  would 
]>v'.\\  yon  to  take  it  .and  llini:  it  in  vour  furnace,  and  laUL'h 
to  see  it   vanish   in  curliiiir  smoke.     'I'heii,  if  we  were  [>oor, 
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I  sliniild  lint  \h'  ■A>h:nm'i\  t<>  Ix'p.  .-o  that  ymi  nii-ht  have  coal 
f(.r  \uiir  fiirn;icc  fire  Oh!  tiion'  tliaii  that.  T  umild  joyfully 
fliii;:  mvsrlf  intn  it.  if  that  would  hflp  yoii  to  find  your  ex- 
ccnriiK'  Ahsolut.'.  .^iiur  II  scoiiis  that  all  your  happincs:^  and 
hopes  ;\rr  limmd  uji  in  that  unsolved  ri<idle.  But  there  aro 
our  eliihhvn.  Chies;  what  will  heroine  nf  nur  ehildren  if  you 
do  not  find  n\it  this  hellish  seeret  very  soon?  Do  you  know 
why  rienniin  eaiiie  this  eveninj:?  Tt  was  to  ask  for  thirty 
thousand  francs,  a  deht  which  we  cannot  pay.  Your  estates 
are  yniirs  no  Innirer.  I  told  him  that  you  had  tiio  thirty  thou- 
sand franc-,  to  spare  tlie  awkwardness  of  answering  the  ques- 
tion he  was  certain  to  ask;  and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that 
we  might  raise  the  money  hy  selling  our  old-fashioned 
silver." 

Slie  saw  the  tears  ahout  to  gather  in  her  hushand's  eye?, 
filing  her-elf  at  his  feet,  and  raised  her  clasped  hands  im- 
ploringly in  despair. 

'•Dearest."  -he  cried,  "if  you  cann(^t  give  up  your  studies, 
leave  thein  for  a  little  until  we  can  save  money  enough  for 
vou  to  resume  ihrm  again.  Dh  !  1  do  not  condemn  them  I  To 
please  you,  I  will  iilow  your  furnace  fire>;  hiit  do  not  drag 
our  cliildten  down  in  poverty  and  want.  Vmi  cannot  love 
them  suri'lv  any  nn're;  science  has  eaten  away  your  heart, 
but  voii  owe  il  to  them  to  h\ive  their  lives  unclouded,  you 
must  not  leave  them  lo  a  life  of  wretchedness.  I  have  not 
loved  them  enough.  1  have  oftou  wi^he<l  that  T  had  borne 
no  ehihlreii.  that  so  our  souls  might  be  knit  more  closely  to- 
gether, that  I  might  share  your  inner  life!  And  now.  to 
stifle  mv  remorse.  I  must  plead  my  children's  cause  before 
my  own."' 

Hei  hair  had  come  unbound,  and  fell  over  her  shoulders; 
all  the  thoiiL'ht-  that  crowded  up  within  her  seemed  to  flash 
like  arrow-  from  her  eyes.  She  triumphed  over  her  rival. 
Balthazar  caiigiit  her  in  his  arms,  laid  lier  on  the  sofa,  and 
-at  at   her  t'eci. 

••.\nd  it  i-  I  who  liave  caused  your  grief?"  he  said,  speak- 
ing like  a  man  awakened  from  a  jiainful  dream. 
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"Poor  Clao?,  if  _\<>u  liwt  us.  it  was  in  -pile  of  yourself," 
she  said,  passinj;  her  liand  throuL'h  !iis  liair.  "r'onii'.  sit  licre 
l)c.-idt'  me,"  she  added,  pointingto  a  placcoii  the  sofa.  "There! 
I  hfive  forgotten  all  about  it.  now  that  w(^  have  you  attain. 
li  is  nothing,  dear,  we  shall  r»  ■•"ve  all  our  losses;  hut  you 
will  not  wander  so  far  fr'  ;■  yi':ii-  .vlie  a,irain?  Promise  ,iio 
that  you  will  not.  My  g  ■ii{.  h\>\hU<>\iu'  Clai'S.  ^'ou  nui>t 
!t't  nie  e.\ercise  over  that  >:>'  ■  heari  o,  vours  the  woman's 
iiilluence  that  artists  and  ^na:  •.>"■•.>  nri'd  to  sootln'  them  in 
f-iihire  and  (li>ap])ointnieni.  ^'ou  must  let  me  eross  you  some- 
jiinis,  for  your  own  good.  I  will  ncvrr  aluise  the  power,  and 
yni  may  answer  sharply  and  grumble  at  ine.  Ves,  you  shall 
i'e  famous,  but  yon  must  be  hapfiy  too.     l)o  not  put  chemistry 


Listen  I  we  will  not  ask  too  much:  w 


e  will 


let  seienee 


-hare  your  heart  with  us,  but  vou  must  deal  fairly,  and  o.ir 
half  of  your  heart  must  be  really'  ours  I  Now.  tell  me,  is  not 
ray  unselfishness  sublinu'?" 

She  drew  a  smile  from  Balthazar.  With  a  woman's  won- 
derful tact,  she  had  changed  the  solemn  tone  of  their  talk, 
■.\v.i\  brought  the  burniii^'  <pie-tion  into  the  domains  of  jest, 
a  woman's  own  domain.  But  even  with  tin-  laughter  on  her 
iip.-.  something  seemed  to  clutch  tightly  at  her  heart,  and  her 
pulse  scarcely  throbbed  as  evenly  and  gcmtly  as  usual;  but 
v-tien  she  saw  revived  in  Balthazar's  eyes  the  expression  which 
used  to  thrill  her  with  delight  and  exultation,  and  knew  that 
none  of  her  old  power  was  lost,  she  smiled  again  at  him,  as  she 
said : 

"Believe  me,  Balthazar,  nature  made  us  to  feel;  and 
t'leugh  you  will  have  it  that  we  are  nothing  but  an  electrical 
mechanism,  your  gases  and  ethei  ilized  matter  will  never 
a(cr)ant  for  our  power  of  foresecnng  the  future  " 

"Ves."  he  answered,  "by  means  of  atTinities.  Th(^  power 
'•f  vision  whieli  makes  the  poei  am!  the  deductive  power  of 
'he  man  of  science  are  both  based  on  visible  .alllnitie-.  though 
'I'cv  are  impalpable  and  iniponilet:!ble.  so  that  oi'dinary  minds 
' -"k  on  liiem  as  'moral  phenomena.'  bui  in  reality  ihev  are 
pi.rely  physical.      I'vcry  dreamer  of  dreams  sees  and   draws 
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d('(liicii(iii-  I'riiiii  wliiii  lie  M'cs.  rnhhkilv,  ■■iicli  ;ilViMi;i(^^  ;i=; 
tlii'M'  .-ire  liii)  rare,  ainl  llic  indicatinii-  ar^'  Imd  >Ii^lit  to  t)i'  .-iih- 
inittt'd  til  aiiiil\~is  ami  dliscrvat  inii." 

'"And  tliis."  -he  >ai(l,  ruiiiiii;,''  chvcr  fnr  a  ki,->,  to  put  chom- 
istrv.  which  had  ret  iii'iu'i!  -.>  i!iM]i]Mirl!incl\  at  In t  question, 
to  lli;jlit  auain.  "is  thi-  to  lie  an  alliiiitv  ?"" 

"No.  a  coiniiination  ;  two  suh-taiico  whidi  liavo  the  same 
fiiijn  |irodin-i'  no  clu'init-al  action."" 

"Hu.-hl  hu>h!""  ^Iif  ^aid.  "if  yuu  i\,,  not  wi~li  me  to  die  of 
.-arrow  ^'c-.  dear,  to  -cc  my  ri\al  aiway-  hct'orc  mc,  even 
in  tlic  ecstasy  of  Iunc,  is  more  than  I  can  hear."" 

"But.  IIP  ilcar  heart,  you  arc  always  in  every  thouudit  of 
mine;  mv  work  i.-  to  nuike  our  name  famous,  you  arc  the 
undercurrent  of  it  al!."" 

"Let  us  see;  look  into  my  eyes  I"" 

ivNcitemcTit  liad  Ijroimht  liack  all  the  l)eaiity  of  youth  to  hor 
face,  anil  her  husl.iaiid  -aw  iiothiTi;.'  Iiut  her  face  ai)uve  a  mist 
of  lace  and  muslin.  "'Yes.  I  did  very  wroiiLf  to  neirloct  you 
for  -cience.  And.  i'epita.  when  1  fall  to  musing'  airain,  a,-> 
1  shall  do.  you  mii-t  rou-e  me:  [  wi>h  it." 

Ijer  eye-  fell,  and  -he  let  him  take  her  hand,  hor  groatost 
ht'auty.  a  hand  tliat  was  al  once  -triin.-  and  delicately  shaped. 

"iiut  1  am  not  -ati.-ficd  yet."    iie  said. 

"'N'ou  ai'c  -o  enchant inu'ly  lovely,  that  you  can  ask  and  have 
anything."" 

"I  want  to  wreck  your  l.ahoratory  ari]  hind  this  science  of 
yours  in  chain-.""  -he  -aid.  tire  tla-hiiii;  from  her  ('ves. 

"Well  then,  the  devil  take  cheuii-try  !"" 

"All  my  Lfrief  is  hlotted  out  hv  this  moment,"  she  said; 
"after  this  indict  any  pain  on  me."' 

Tears  came  to  Pialtha^ar's  eyes  at  the  words. 

"'N'ou  arc  riLdit.""  he  -aid;  "I  only  s,iw  you  throiii.'h  a  veil, 
a-  it  were,  and  I  no  lonirer  heard  vou,  it  had  come  to 
that — — " 

■'If  1  had  heeii  alone. "'  .-he  ,-aid.  "T  corld  have  borne  it  in 
silence;  1  would  not  have  i-ai-cd  mv  voic'c.  niy  soverei<xn ; 
but  there  wrw  vour  sons  to  think  of,  Claes.     Be  sure  of  this. 
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that  if  vou  had  ili^-'patcd  all  vour  forliiiif.  men  t'nr  a  glorioiH 
>'iiil.  \iiiir  uM'cnt  III'  \fs  Wdiild  have  wci  :liiil  fur  iintliiTii:  with 
!!ii'  world,  voiir  (inldrcii  wmild  h,i\f  suII'itim!  fir  what  ihc 
world  would  call  your  (■\travaL''an<i'.  It  should  lie  .-uHiciciit, 
-lii'uld  it  not.  for  your  far->ocin::-  mind,  if  your  wife  calls 
vour  attt'iition  to  a  danL't'i-  which  yon  had  not  noticed?  T^ct 
us  t;dk  no  more  ahout  it,"  she  added,  snulinir  at  him.  with  a 
hriLrlit  light  dancing  in  iier  eyes.  •"Let  u>  not  he  oidy  lialf 
hapjty  this  e\ening,  Clacs." 

<  Ml  the  morrow  of  tiiis  crisis  in  the  furtunc-  of  ihe  house- 
hold, lialthazar  Clacs  never  ueni  near  his  lahnratory.  and 
-[lent  the  dav  in  his  witVs  society.  l)ouhtlcss  at  dosephine's 
in-tance  he  had  jiromiseil  to  relin(|nisli  his  experiments.  ')n 
llie  following  day  the  family  went  to  spend  two  months  in 
ihe  country,  only  returning  to  town  to  make  preparations  for 
ihe  hall  that  luid  alway-  Urn  given  in  former  years  on  the 
anniversary  of  their  nuirriage. 

lialthazarV  alVairs  had  hecome  greatly  involved,  partly 
liirough  dehts.  ])artly  through  neglect:  every  day  hrnught 
fn-h  proof  of  this.  His  wife  never  addei!  to  his  annoyance 
\>\  reproaches;  fin  the  contrary,  she  did  her  utmost  to  moot 
and  smooth  over  their  endiarrassments.  'I'here  hail  been  sovor. 
servants  in  their  household  on  the  occasion  (d"  their  last  "At 
lloiiie."  onlv  three  of  them  now  remained — Leiind(|uinior. 
•  'o-ette  the  cook,  and  an  old  waiting-maid.  Martha  by  name, 
who  had  been  with  her  mistress  ever  since  Mile,  dosephini' 
left  her  c-onvent.  With  >o  limited  a  retinue  it  was  impossible 
i'>  receive  the  ari>toeracv  of  I)ouai  ;  hut  Mire.  ('lae~.  who  was 
c(|ual  to  the  emergencv.  suggested  that  a  chef  shotild  be  sent 
for  from  Paris,  that  their  gardener"<  son  should  he  ])ressed 
into  their  service,  and  that  thev  shouhl  borrow  l'ien|uin's 
man.     Nothing  i)etrayed   llie  strait-  they  were  in. 

During  the  three  weeks  i>\'  preparation  Mine.  Claes  kept  her 
tiu<band  sn  cleverlv  employed  thai  he  did  not  mi-s  his  old 
occupations.  She  comnn'ssioned  him  to  choose  the  ihiwors  and 
(  vori-r*  plants  for  the  decoration  of  t!ie  staircase,  the  rooms. 
and  the  <:alkTv;  at  anollu'r  tinu'  she  -eiit   him  tu   Dunkirk 
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to  prucure  .-inii.-  of  the  tiii^'c  fi.>Ii,  whlimit  wliich  a  Xeiher' 
baii'iiu't  \vi)ul(]  lie  -horn  of  all  il>  u'lorv.  A  fr-to  given  b'. 
Cliit's  was  a  vrv  iiiijiortaiU  function,  dcinandiiig  a  prodiiiioiis 
amount  of  forethought  and  a  licav)  corrr-pondiTicc ;  for  in 
thi'  Low  Countriis,  wlicrc  family  traditions  of  hospitaiitv  arc 
.sfdulou-ly  maintained,  for  nuisters  and  servants  alike,  a  suc- 
cessful dinner  is  a  iriumpli  scored  at  the  expense  of  tho 
irue^ts. 

Oysters  arrived  from  (Vtend,  fruit  was  -eiii  for  from  Paris, 
and  grou>e  from  Sroihind,  no  detail  wa-  in^leeied.  the  Maison 
Claes  was  to  enterlaifi  on  the  old  Javi-h  .-cale.  Moreover,  the 
ball  at  tile  Mai>on  Clae-  wa-  a  well-kno^vn  social  event  with 
which  the  winter  .-ea.-on  o]Miied  in  Itoiiai.  and  Houai  at  thai 
time  was  the  eliirf  town  in  the  d>partment.  Fop  tiftoen 
years,  ther.-fore,  it  had  hehooved  Halthazar  to  distinguish 
him.-elf  on  this  occa-ion  ;  and  .-o  well  had  he  acipiitted  himself 
as  a  ho-t.  that  the  hall  was  talked  of  for  I  went  v  leagues  round. 
The  toilettes,  the  imitations  st'iit  out.  and  any  novelty  that 
ajipeared  evni  in  the  sn.allest  details,  were  discussed  all  over 
the  dopartnient. 

'I'his  hustle  of  jireparation  left  ('Iae>  little  time  for  medita- 
tion on  the  Quest  of  the  Absolute.  His  thoughts  had  been 
turned  into  other  channels,  old  domestic  instincts  revived  the 
d(U-mant  priile  of  the  Memin'j-.  the  hoii-eholder  awoke,  and 
the  man  of  science  IlimL;-  him-elf  heart  and  --oul  into  the  task 
of  astoni,,hiiig  the  town,  lie  determined  that  some  new  re- 
finement of  art  should  -'ive  ih's  evening  a  char.aeter  of  its 
own:  .111(1  of  all  the  whims  I'f  e\travagance  he  cho>e  the  fair- 
est, the  co-tliest.  and  mo-i  tleetin:.;-.  liKing  liis  house  with 
scented  thickets  of  rare  plants,  and  pre|tarin(_'-  bouquets  for 
the  ladi(\-.  I-'verything  was  in  keepim,'-  with  this  unprece- 
dented luxury,  it  seemed  as  if  nothing:  timt  rnuh]  ensure 
success  were  lacking. 

Hut  the  •■!'M]\  Bulletin,  bearing  tlu  particulars  of  the  mut 
of  the  Trand  .\rmy  and  of  the  terrible  p.-issage  of  the  B'^e- 
sina.  reached  Douai  that  afternoon.     The  news  made  a  deep 
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\vhi>  was  at  that  inoiiient  in  Dresden,  dyiim  nf  the  wnunds 
r.Ti'ived  in  a  reeeiit  en<rai:einent.  Several  ideas  had  nciurreJ 
to  him.  he  said,  sinei^  they  had  >]m  k.'ii  tnu'eihep  nf  the  truest 
ef  the  Altsohite,  and  the>e  ideas  he  (h'sired  to  leave  as  a  L  'a<-v 
to  liis  host  (if  tliree  years  Wf^n.  After  readiiii:  t!ie  letter  (  lae.s 
fell  into  deep  nnisin^s,  which  did  honor  to  his  patriotism; 
hilt  his  wife  knew  better,  she  saw  that  a  second  and  di'ejier 
hliadow  had  fallen  over  iu'r  festival.  The  L'lory  of  the  Maison 
t'laes  seemed  dimmed,  as  it  were,  hy  its  approaehiiiLr  eclip-e, 
there  was  a  feelinLT  of  ^doom  in  the  atmosphere  in  sj)ite  of  the 
niairnificenee,  in  s]Mte  of  tht'  display  of  all  the  treasiifo  of 
i'l'ie-a-hrae  etdlectcd  hy  six  ireni>rations  of  amateurs,  an.d  now 
l"hild  for  the  last  time  hy  the  admirin.ir  eyes  of  the  Uouai- 
riens. 

The  queen  of  the  eveninLT  was  MarLMierite.  who  made  her 
!ir-t  ap])earanee  in  society.  All  eyes  were  turned  on  her, 
partly  because  of  her  froh  simplicity  ■  nd  tln^  iiinnccnt  frank- 
ness of  her  expression,  jtartly  because  the  youm:  irirl  seemed 
ahnost  like  a  part  of  the  idd  house.  With  the  -<ifi  rounded 
loiuiiur  of  h(>r  face,  the  chestnut  hair  jiarted  in  the  middle. 
■  ind  smoothed  down  on  either  side  of  Ikt  brow,  clear  hazel 
eves,  pn^tty  rounded  arms  and  j)him[)  yet  slender  form,  she 
iiuirht  have  stepped  out  of  the  canvas  n['  one  of  tln'  did  l-'lem- 
i-h  pictures  on  the  wall.  Vou  could  read  indications  of  a 
lirni  will  in  the  })road  hiL'h  forehead,  jientle.  shy,  and  -edate 
;!s  siie  seemed:  and  thouirh  tliere  was  nothini:  >ail  or  laiiiriiid 
.".'"lilt  her,  there  was  ])ut  little  <:irli>h  ^dcefulness  in  her  face. 
ThiUiirhtfulness  there  was,  and  thrift,  and  a  sense  of  iliirv, 
:ill  Klenn'sh  eharaeteristies :  and  on  a  secimd  <:hince,  tlvre  was 
:i  certain  charm  of  softness  of  outline  and  a  nieck  pride  which 
:iTened  for  3  h'lck  of  animation,  and  ,<:ave  promise  of  domestic 
I'ipftinesp.  Bv  sonii-  freak  of  nature,  which  phv<iolorrist=  as 
yet  cannot  explain,  she  bore  no  likeuesti  to  either  father  or 
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mother,  iiiii  -III'  \v;i~  llic  li\ini:  imaiic  uf  her  inatiTiial  irrcat- 
^raiuliiidiii'  r.  a  Cniiwuk-.  i.f  I!!'ii;_'i'-.  who.-f  pin'iiail  had  bi'cii 
reliiri"ii.-ly  (U'oitm'iI.  ami  hurc  witiic-s  lo  the  n'M'iiil>huict'. 

Sii|i|it'i-  L'avc  >(iiiic  iilV  ti>  the  KaM.  1 1'  ihe  ili-a>|cr-  that  had 
hrl'alli'H  the  (iratid  Ai'iiiy   I'Mphade  the  relaxalien  el'  daneiii;,', 

no  e!le  ap|)arelill\     felt    thai    till'    [irehililt  ieli    need    a|i|tlv   te   the 

jdea.-ures  i>(  the  lahie.  (inud  pairiei-.  |.  .\ve\er.  left  earlv. 
and  only  a  few  indiU'ei-eiit  >|iirit>  I'eniaiiied.  wiih  .-nnie  few 
(■ard-|ilayer-.  and  the  intimate  friend-  nf  the  family.  I.ittle 
hy  little  -ilenee  fell  on  the  hrilliaiilly  liL^hled  Imu^e.  to  which 
all  Denai  had  Keen  wiiiit  tn  llnek,  ami  hv  ime  oV-leck  in  tlie 
iiiornin,!:  the  L^■llle^y  wa>  empty,  the  candle-  were  oxlintruished 
in  niie  sah'ti  after  aiiutlier.  and  the  cnurtyard  itself,  so  latelv 
fuil  id'  iiiii>es  and  li,Ldits.  had  settled  (hiwti  intn  its  weiited 
darkness  and  irleom.  It  was  like  a  fni-e,-hail<iwim:  of  the 
future. 

Af;  soon  as  the  Claes  returned  tn  their  roems.  Hallhax.ar 
;:ave  liis  wife  the  |'eli>h  nni(t'r"s  letter  to  read;  slu'  <.Mve  it 
l)ack  to  iiiiii  nMUi'iifnlly.  -he  fore-aw  the  end. 

l'"rom  that  dav  forth  ihe  tedium  of  hi-  life  heLran  visihlv 
to  weiiih  on  Hallhazar"<  -pirits.  In  the  morninLT.  after  lireak- 
fa.-t,  he  used  to  play  witli  little  dean  for  a  while  in  the  [larlor. 
and  talked  with  the  two  irirls.  who  were  husv  with  their 
sewintr.  or  emhroidery.  or  hue-work  :  hut  he  soon  wearied  of 
the  phiy  and  of  the  talk,  and  evervthini:  seemed  to  he  a  set 
task.  Wlien  hi^  wife  came  down,  havin;:  (■han,L''('d  her  wrapper 
for  a  morning'  drc-s.  le  w.is  -till  -ittin.L'  in  the  low  chair, 
pizin;.'  olanklv  at  Maririierite  and  ITdicie :  the  rattle  of  their 
hohl.ins  appareiitl;.  <lid  not  di-tnrh  him.  When  the  newspaper 
came,  he  nad  il  deliheraielv  thnuieh.  like  a  retire]  tradesman 
at  a  lo<s  how  to  kill  time.  Then  he  would  rise  (o  his  feet, 
liiok  at  the  sky  for  a  while  thrnu^di  the  window  panes,  list- 
]es-ly  mend  the  fire,  and  sit  down  aL'-ani  in  his  chair,  as  if  the 
tyrannotis  hlens  within  him  had  deprived  liim  of  all  con?cious- 
ness  of  hi>  movements. 

Mnio.  Claes  keenly  re,<:retteil  her  defective  odiieation  and 
lack  of  memory.     It  was  diflieult  for  her  to  sustain  an  inter- 
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f-tiii,i:  cniiv.Tsation :  prrhjip^  it  is  alway,-  dilllciilr  for  two 
1"  rHiii<  who  have  -aiil  t'VciTiliirii:  id  caih  ntluT  to  fnul  anv- 
iliitiLT  new  tM  talk  (if  iiMii\-s  thcv  ]<>(<k  d.v  ii  aninni.--  iiulitrercnt 
l"|Mcs.  The  life  of  the  licart  lia>  w-  iiiMiiiciii,-.  and  wants  con- 
MMM.--;  ihc  )iracti(al  (lucstions  <>(  (lai!\  lil'c  aiv  .-non  ilisposod 
nf  iiy  (•ncr>:i'tic  nunds  ac<  iistoincl  \n  make  proiiipt  decisions, 
■  iiid  >ocial  frivolity  is  uiicndiiralilo  lo  two  .-oul-  who  love. 
"^iirh  MiiiU.  thus  i>ol.,c(|.  who  know  each  other  llmroimhly, 
-h'ii;ld  sofk  their  cnjoynicnt^  in  the  hi-h.-t  rcjzions  of 
'hnii^'ht,  for  it  is  impossihle  to  ^t•t  -unietiiin-  little  apiinst 
>■  Miething  that  is  vast.  Moreover,  when  a  man  has  dwelt  for 
i-n.u'  on  groat  siihjeets,  he  is  iiui  ea-y  to  amuse,  unle--  tin  iv 
;-  something  of  the  child  in  his  nature,  the  power  of  l]in::ing 
liim,-elf  into  the  iiresent  moment,  ihe  Minple  fre~h-hearu  (iiiev-; 
dial  makes  men  of  great  genius  surh  (•hai-iniiiL'-  childnn  :  hut 
1-  not  this  y(juthfii!ne>s  of  heart  rare  indeed  among  tho-r  who 
hii.e  sot  themselves  to  see  and  know  and  understand  liiin-,--? 

During  those  months  Mnie.  Claes  tried  all  tlu'  expedients 
which  love  or  necessity  could  sugge.-l  ;  she  even  learned  to  plav 
i'ackgnmmon,  a  game  that  had  alwavs  presented  in.-uperaiilo 
dilliculties  to  lier  mind:  she  tried  to  iniere-i  I'.althazai-  in  ihc 
Lrirl.-.'  education,  consulting  him  ahout  their  studies,  planniii<: 
courses  of  less(ms:  hut  all  theM'  resourco  came  to  an  end  at 
last,  and  .lose[)hino  and  Kaitliazar  were  in  soniethiiiL^  the 
amc  po.-ition  as  Mine,  de  Maintenon  and  Loiii>  XIV.  But 
-Miiio.  de  Maintenon  could  hring  the  pomps  of  power  to  her 
aid:  she  had  wily  courtiers  wh<i  lent  themselves  to  her  comc- 
•'ii'-.  playing  their  parts  a^  amha>sadors  \'v,i  .Siani,  and 
'!i\oys  front  the  grand  Sn]ihi  to  divert  a  weary  king;  and 
i.ouis  XIV..  after  drainimj;  the  wealtii  of  I'Vam-e.  had  known 
v^hal  it  was  to  he  reduced  to  a  younger  hrother's  shifts  for 
'■■ii-ing  money:  he  had  ouilived  \outh  and  success,  and  had 
■"Mie  to  know  old  ago  and  failure,  and,  in  spite  of  his  irran- 
■Iciir,  to  a  piteous  sense  of  his  own  helplessness;  and  .--lie.  tiie 
!"yal  botmr.  wlio  h.id  -oothed  his  children,  was  not  always 
al''.-  to  soothe  their  father,  who  had  si|iiandered  w.^alth  and 
i'ower  and  human  lives,  who  had  given  his  life  for  vanity 
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and  .-rt  (iiiil  .11  ii;iu;:lii,  ami  was  iinw  jjauii^'  I  he  pcnaltv  of  it 
all.  IJul  ('lao  \va.~  ii'H  >utTfriiig  from  cxhau-lidii.  I.uif,  from 
uncmpliiMMl  cmrtry. 

Oiir  laii'uliclmin;/  tlmu^'ht  pnssc-M-d  liim.  Ilr  was  (Iroam- 
itm  III'  the  ^'lorit'-  iif  .-ciiiicc,  of  aildiiiL'  i"  tin'  kiiowicdL''''  of 
the  \W)rld,  of  faiiii'  that  miLihl  have  hccii  in-,  ilv'  wa.-^  siitTcriii^ 
n.s  a  strii_;L:im,L:  ai'ii>i  .-iillVr-,  like  Saiii:-on  lioiind  to  tin-  [)il!ars 
of  the  t('in|ilc  nf  till'  i'liili>t itu'>.  So  i!-  rf-iilt  was  mui'h 
till-  -amt^  for  the  two  .-iivi'riii:iis.  tliou<:li  tiic  iiitflli-ctual  iiion- 
ardi  w.i-  siiiriTin^  tlirouL:li  his  >trfii,uth,  and  the  olluT  through 
his  weakness. 

What  could  IN'jiita  ilo.  unaided,  for  ihi-  kind  nf  scientific 
nostal^'ia?  At  lii.-t  -h-  tried  everv  means  that  family  life 
afforded  her,  then  she  called  society  to  the  rescue,  and  j^avc 
two  "cafes""  evi'i'v  week.  Cafes  had  recently  snpcrsede<l  "teas" 
in  Doiiai.  .\t  the>e  social  functions,  the  invited  uMie,-ts  sipped 
the  delicious  wines  and  liijUeurs  with  which  the  cellars  al- 
ways overfill.',  in  lliat  favored  land,  drank  their  nifi''  noir  or 
caft  nil  luil  l'niji/ii\  and  partook  of  various  I'"li'mi-h  delicacies; 
while  the  women  -an;,'  tiallad.-,  di>eus,-ed  e.aeh  other's  toilettes, 
und  retailed  all  the  i:ossip  of  the  town.  It  is  ju-t  as  it  was  in 
the  tiiMc  of  .Mieris  ur  'l'erhurL\  alway>  the  same  pictures,  hut 
Foine  of  the  details  are  altered;  the  droopin;,'  scarlet  feathers 
and  ^'ray  iiii:h-cro\\  md  liats  are  wantinir.  and  yon  mtss  the 
guitars  and  the  |iicturesi|ue  costumes  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

Balthazar  made  strenuous  elfurts  to  act  his  part  as  master 
of  tli(>  hou-(.',  hut  hi-  constrained  coiirlesv  and  forced  anima- 
tion left  him  in  a  state  of  laniruor,  which  <howed  hut  too 
plainly  what  inroads  the  maladv  h;id  made,  and  these  dissi- 
pations were  powerless  to  alleviate  the  symptoms.  Baitliazar. 
on  th<'  hrink  of  the  ]irecipicc,  miidit  catch  at  hranch  after 
branch,  hut  tlic  fall,  though  delayed,  was  so  much  the  heavier. 
He  never  spoke  of  his  old  oecup.it ions,  he  never  utteri'd  re- 
grets, knowing  that  it  was  <niiie  impossihle  to  continue  his 
work,  l)nt  fiis  voice  and  movements  were  laiiiruid,  his  vitality 
se(>nicd  to  be  at  a  low  el)i).  This  depre"ion  could  be  seen 
even  in  the  listless  way  in  which  he  wonjl  fake  up  the  tongs, 
and  buiid  fanla^tic  pyramids  with  the  glowing  coals. 
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It   was  a  vi>il,|,.   ivlicf  n-h,.,,   thr  ,v.'niim  ums  dvcr;  sl.vp 
{Hiliap-  .lr!ivr,v,|  linn   f,,,-  a  winlr  from  tlir  iin|...ftimitu-.s  of 
llii'ii-hl  :  hut  with  the  inurnini:  .-aiiir  tlic  tlioujrla  thai  another 
<la\   iiin.t  hi'  h\..i  <hn.u,-h.  and  lie  counted  the  hours  of  con- 
Mi  ..u-ncss   as   ar:    cxhau-tcd    traveler   ini-!,t    reckon    out    the 
HM-u.s  of  desert  tliat  lie  hetweii  hiiu  aiul  iiis  journey's  ..lul. 
It   Mnie.  ('lacs  kiH  u   the  ,.au>.-  of  this  wvariness.  she  tried 
i'>hut  her  eyes  toilseirccts:slu.  would  not  .Mvthe  havoc  that 
.'   wmuudit.     Hut   thuu,-h  sh.>  ini-ht  steel  hciv,.!f  a-ain>t  the 
.-i-ht   Mf  hi,-   menial   di.-tres..   hi<   kindness  of  heart  l.d't    her 
l'ylp!<'ss.     \VI;,.„   lialthaxar  li^tccd  to  .Jean's  hm-hter  or  the 
i-'irls  ehatter.and.Mvnied  all  liie  while  to  hear  an  inner  thou.dU 
'Horc  plainly  than  his  children'..  vni,,.s  Mfne.  Clacs  .lid  tint 
'Ian'  to  ask  him  what  thai  thnu,-ht  was;  hut  when  >he  saw  him 
^hake  otf  his  sadness,  and  try  to  s<'eni  clieerful,  that  he  mi^dit 
>!"t  cast  a-loomovcrotheis.  his  ir.-nerositv  made  her  falter'iii 
i!'>-  purpose.      His   rouips  uith   little  Jean  an.l   plavful   talk 
■•^■Hli  the  two  little  -iris  l.rou^dit  a  Hood  of  tears  to  poor  .lose- 
I'lmi.'s  eyes,  and   she  had   to  i.urrv  from   the  room   to  hide 
•■■-■'•■  feehn^^s:  her  luToism  was  oostii.^r  her  dear,  it  was  hreak- 
■'i-  her  heart.     'Iliere  were  times  when  Mine.  Claes  longed  to 
-av,  "Kill  mo,  and  do  as  you  like!" 

I-ittle  hy  littl.>  the  fire  se,>med  to  die  out  of  Balthazar'.s 
'•ves.  and  the  dull  hluish  hues  of  a-e  crept  over  them.  Kv.tv- 
j'nnir  .-eemed  to  he  dun.,  with  an  effort  :  there  was  a  dull  hopc- 
'— ncs.s  in  the  tones  of  his  voice  and  in  Ids  manner  evn 
Inwards  his  wife.  Tow  '-■  the  end  of  April  tliin-'s  ha,I 
^TMVvn  so  much  worse  thai  Mine.  Claes  took  alarm  She  had 
Nani.'d  herself  l.itterly  ,ind  inc...s,-antlv  for  havin-  exacted 
t!"i^  I)romi.<e.  while  >h..  admired  the  Fl,-mish  faith  atid  lovaitv 
^vith  wliich  it  wa^  kept.  One  ,lav  wh,.n  Ralthaxar  looked  more 
'I'pres.^.Ml  than  ever,  she  hesitate,]  no  lon,irer;  she  would  saeri- 
li'"  cvervthins:  if  so  he  nn'jrht  live. 

"i  irive  you  hack  your  word,  dear."  she  said. 
I'>  ilthazar  looked  at  her  in  amazement. 

"Voii  are  thinking'  of  your  o\i)eriments,  are  von  not'-*"  <he 
'^crit  on. 
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lie  aii-\v>  ri'.I  wiih  ;i  I'TriMf  rrihliiii--,  Ia  m  u'l'-tun".  l)ut 
Mine.  Clai'-  hail  ii.>  tlioiiirht  nf  rr'noacli;  >hc  lunl  had 
tiiiii'  In  -oui.il  liir  (irpths  (if  tlu'  ali\--  iiit"  wliii!)  tliry  wcro 
liolli  alM>iii  In  [ilini;^c  tup'tliiT.  Si).-  tiHik  his  haiul  iii  hciv; 
and  iiri--c(l  It  as  >lir  -niilfil  at  him. 

"Thank  vun.  drai-f-t,"  -lie  -aiil.  ""I  am  >\\rr  nf  my  ])i'i\v(t; 
vnu  havi'  i:i\rii  up  u  hat  \va^  dearer  lliaii  lit'i'  t'"r  my  sake 
Ndvv  it  is  mv  Iiirii  lu  uive  ii[i.  I  liave  >..1(1  a  t'ood  iiiaiiy  id' 
!iiv  diamond,-,  hut  there  are  Mime  Kd't.  and  with  th<i-e  that 
niv  hri'iher  ;:a\e  ni"  we  ciudd  raise  ninney  eniiuLdi  for  ymi  {>> 
(■iiiitinue  ynwr  e.\|ierimenis.  I  thiniirht  I  Wnuld  keep  the 
je'vels  I'lir  <inr  l\\n  ^MrN,  Imt  yiur  fame  will  mere  than  make 
up  tor  the  -parkliiiu'  st'me-,  and  he>ide>,  \(Hi  will  jjive  thorn 
liner  diamond-  -eme  day." 

The  sudden  lla>h  of  }n\  nvcr  her  hu>haiid"s  fae(  was  like 
a  death-knell  ti>  .ln-ephine"s  last  hnpe-.  and  she  -aw  with 
aiiirnish  that  hi-  pa.-snui  was  strnni:er  than  himself,  ("lacs 
had  a  hejief  wlii.-h  emdile(!  him  l<>  walk  witlmut  faltorin;;  in 
a  path  whicli  in  his  wife's  e -I's  led  hy  the  hrink  id'  a  preeipicc. 
He  had  ihi-  faith  ti>  >ustain  him.  hut  \n  her  who  had  no  faith 
fell  the  heavier  -hare  of  the  hurdi-n  :  i\iH'<  imt  a  woman  always 
siifJ'er  fur  two;  .\i  this  mnnietit  ,-he  chnse  to  iiclicve  in  his 
success,  seeking''  thus  to  excuse  herself  fur  lior  share  in  the 
certain  wreck  of  their  fortunes. 

"The  !o\e  of  mv  whole  life  would  never  repay  your  devo- 
tion. I'cpila."  said  ( 'lae-.  deeply  mo\cd. 

lie  had  -careely  -pokeii  the  words  hefore  Arariruerite  ami 
Fe!ici<'  came  into  the  room  to  wi-h  ihi-ir  father  and  !uother 
jriiod-mornintr.  .Mme.  Claes  looked  down:  for  a  moment  she 
felt  almost  LHiilfy  hefore  the  two  ehildreii:  she  felt  that  she 
had  sacriliei'd  their  future  to  a  wild  dehi-ion  :  hut  her  hu-hand 
took  them  on  his  knees  and  talked  and  lauLrhed  with  them, 
hccause  the  joy  he  felt  craved  e\|iression.  Tlieiiceforth  Mme. 
("lacs  shared  in  lu-r  hu-!iand"s  life  of  enthu>ia-m.  Science 
itself  and  ilesire  of  fame  was  cvervlhinLr  to  (^laes :  •^he  not  only 
sympathizi'd  with  his  aims,  hnt  all  her  Iiopes  of  Iter  cliildren's 
fidure  Were  now  hound  up  in  his  pursuits.     Vet   wlien  her 
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'lirciiur  ilic  Aiilic  (Ic  Sdlis  liiid  miM  Ihi-  (Imi'h.ii'U  for  1i»t  in 
r.iri.-,  wlicii  |iaika;:cs  In  ::;iii  t"  arri\i'  \'y'<\>  iIm-  linn  (if  iiiatiu- 
I'.iriiiniij;  clifini.-t-,  all  llir  niiliappy  ui!'.-"-  immiv  nf  miiid  i|i'- 
-iTlfd  lirr.  It  ua-  a-  if  ilir  iv-il.'-,  iialrv.ilrni  -piril  that 
[M.-r-cil  licr  Ini^haml  Inriii.  iiti',|  hrr  a\-<>,  and  Aw  liv.ii  in 
'I'li.Maiu  ami  <!i.-(|iii('tiii;.'  cxih  i  la:  mn.  It  v\,i-  -he  wli..  iiuw 
.-'iiiictiiiH'.-  sat  liki'  nil.,  draii  all  day  \,,wj,  in  Iut  low  .hair, 
iinalili-  I(»  ail  or  lo  flunk  fr-um  the  very  MiifMimci'  .if  h.T 
ui-ii.'s.  Balthazar  ua-  at  u..i-k  ilu'  wlijl.'  in  hi-  laiiHrat.irv. 
'lal  -he  had  nooiiilct  fur  her  ciitT::-!.-- :  th.'  ,'.'nt-ii)i  f..iv.'-  ..f 
:i'T  iiatuiT  hafa-xd  her  son!  a-  .Imihis  and  f.-ar-.  Su!ii..i  ini.., 
-ih-  blanicil  hiT-cIf  for  weakly  hnpK.rinLr  a  iia--i.iii  wlii.  h  -he 
f'  it  coiivinc.'.!  wa.-  hop..!..-,;  -he  u.ail.l  n  m.  iiilM^r  M.  d.'  S.ili>' 
ri'iiMirc.  an.'  ri-c  fr.>in  h.  r  chair  an. I  uaii.  !■■  ili.'  window,  mi. I 
''■ok  ii[i  at  till'  lah.irai.iry  .hmiii.y  witli  di-inav  and  dr.'ad. 
If  a  .-url  of  -niok.'  wont  np  from  it.  -h..  u  -  iiM  wat.li  it  ri.-.'  in 
d.'<pair.  an.l  .■.  ntlictin-,'  idea.-  >tr.>v..  within  h.^r  iintd  h.^r  hraiii 
n-lrd.  II.T  (hildrnrs  futiiro  was  vani-hiin:  in  that  -moke, 
hat  .-hf  was  ^avinif  their  father's  life.  Was  it  not  her  first 
diitv  to  make  hini  hapiiy:'  'j'his  la-t  thoii::lii  woiil.l  hrin.i: 
i"  a.  !■  f.ip  a  little  space. 

>iie  had  the  freeiloni  of  the  lahoratorv  n.iw.  ami  niiLdil  -tav 
ih.-re  as  l.,n.r  ;is  >lie  plea-,..!,  hut  ev.ai  ihi-  laelamholv  ^alis- 
laciioii  had  to  lie  ;.MVen  up.  It  wa>  to,,  .ainfnl  l.>  -.•.■  jial- 
'ha/.ar  so  ah.sorhe.l  in  hi-  work  that  h.'  .lid  not  .^ven  n.itice 
!i'a-  prc.-ence;  .-oinetiines.  too,  she  IVlt  that  -he  was  actnallv  in 
lii"  way:  thi'  pa.n<:s  of  ji.al.ui-y  hecanie  intol.ral.!.'.  ev.T\  little 
i.ninteiitional  neirleet  was  a  deadly  w..nnd.  a  wil.j  .l.-ire  w.iiihl 
-eiz,.  her  that  the  hoii?e  iniudit  he  hlowii  np.  and  s.i  put  an 
"lal  to  it  all.  .She  niadi'  a  haromeier.  thend'ore.  ..f  oM  L.^niiii- 
'liiiiiiiT.  When  slio  hear.l  him  whistle  a-  he  came  ami  w.'nt. 
•r  laid  the  taijie  f.>r  iireakfast  ami  dinner.  >hr  aumiiv.l  that 
her  husi)amrs  exix'riinents  had  turned  out  w.-ll  :  that  there 
"a-  -ome  lioj.e  of  .success  in  {hr  nnw  fiituiv;  hut  if  L.'uiul- 
','.oni>T  wa.- ^ad  .ir  sulky,  she  tiirn.Ml  -a.l.  wi-t  fiil  .'W-  .n  him: 
"M-  Balthazar  also  .lepr..,--...]  ^  .\  .,,rt  of  ta.ii  iimler-fandint: 
•va.-  e.-tahlisiied  between  them  at    la.-t,  in  spite  of  the  proud 
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rt'scrvc  of  tilt'  iiii-ln-.-  atnl  ilir  .-.iirl\  imiI"',''  mli  in  r  df  ihi-  inan- 

KTMIIll. 

Sill'  li;iil  ])'•  rr-diircr  ill  hcr-^cir.  im  [loucr  nf  thri>\viiiu'  "IT 

the    tllnll;.'llt-    that     i|l'|if«'--i'i|    Iht:    »hc'    c   \|MTi«'Il(i'(l    tn    tile    fill! 

(•\fi-y  (  i-isi<  111'  linjic  ur  i!i'-[i;iir:  tln'  I'l,).!  nf  aii\ii't\  fnr  tlio 
liii-liami  ami  llic  rhiMi'i'ii  llial  -lir  lo\ii|  ui'IltIh'iI  iiinfr  and 
iiioi'c  li('a\  ilv  III!  I  he  1  re  III  1)1  in  _r  vvi  tV  a  in!  iii"i  lifi',  Slir  -carci'l  v 
iiiilKi'ii  Imu  dreary  the  linii-c  \va-.  ur  the  -iK'nrc  and  ^'I'lom 
that  "111-"'  had  ihilird  li'-r  heart  a-  -lie  .-at  iii  liie  parlur  all  day 
inn;::  -In-  had   ;:r"wii   -ilent    tnd.  and    I'Mr:;"!    tn  -mile.      She 

hroll;/llt    tip   her  Iwh  dail;:llter-   tn   lie   ^'ned    lliil|~i'Ui\e-  ;   with    a 

niiitlierV  sad  t'lire-iudit,  .-he  tried  In  le  n  li  lh<'m  varimis 
hraiii-he-  nf  wninanly  -kill  aj:ain.-t  the  day  uheii  they  miu'ht 
cunii'  face  to  face  uith  |in\erlv.  I)iii  heiieath  the  mniiniminns 
8iirl'aie  <,\'  e.xi-teiue  the  pnl-n-  nf  life  111  at  painfiilly.  I'.y  the 
end  nf  the  -iiinmcr  liailliazar  had  tint  miiy  -pent  all  the  nmiiey 
whieli  the  iild  Alihe  de  Snji-  had  rai-i'd  hy  -elliiiLr  tlie  dianmnils 
in  I'ari.-.  hut  he  \\a<  in  deht  —  he  nwed  -nine  t\\eniy  thmisand 
franc-  tn  Trntez  and  ('hilVre\  ille. 

In  .\uLMi-t  lsl;{.  almnt  a  year  after  the  day  of  the  npening 
scene  nf  this  >1nry,  Claes  was  im  nearer  the  end  in  view, 
tlinii^di  he  iiad  maile  -everal  intere-tin^^  disenveries,  fnr  which, 
unluckily  he  eared  imt  at  all.  The  da\  whieh  -jiw  his  prn- 
^raniiiie  completely  carried  mit  fmind  him  nverw  helmed  witli 
a  sense  of  failure.  'I'lie  tlimiLdit  id'  llie  vast  siiiiis  nf  money 
which  had  heeii  s|>ent.  and  all  to  no  piirpn>e.  dmve  him  to 
flf'spair.  It  was  a  wret<  lied  endiiii,'-  tn  hi-  Impes.  He  left  liis 
pirrct.  came  slnwl\  down  into  the  parlor  where  the  chihlrcn 
wore,  sank  into  nne  nf  the  low  chairs,  and  sat  there  f(u'  a  wliilo 
like  one  dead,  paying  im  heed  tn  the  (|iie.-tions  with  which  hi,^ 
wife  plied  him.  lie  escaped  upstair-  that  lie  niieht  have  no 
witness  In  his  irrief.  Josephine  fnljnwed  him.  and  hroii<:ht 
hi?n  into  her  ronni ;  and  there,  alnne  with  her.  Balthazar  fxave 
way  to  his  despair.  In  the  man"-  tears,  in  the  hroken  word;^ 
that  hnre  witness  to  the  arti.-t's  diseouraL'etnent.  in  the  re- 
nuirsc  of  the  father,  there  was  sniiiethinu'  sn  wild  and  inco- 
herent, iio  dreadful,  .so  loinhini:,  ilial   Mine.  Claes,  watching 
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liini.  t't'It  Jin  uii;.'iiisii  that  .-lif  liail  luvcr  kiiuwn  iH'forf.  'I'la- 
\kIiiii  cnmrortcd  the  cMcntidiH'r. 

When  Hallhazar  -aid  wiili  iiiirrililf  rariu'^tri<'s>,  "I  am  a 
Miiuiidnl ;    1    am    n>kiiiu'  <mi'  <  liildtcn".-   lives   and    vmirs:    I 

"IIL'lll    t'l  kill   m\>r|f.  It    Wi.llld   lir  a  '/.'unl  \\\\l)'^  j'nr  }()ll  all."  the 

uord>  itil  her  tn  ihf  lirail.  Sin-  knew  Iht  liii>liatiil  -n  utll 
llial  -he  wa-  in  Irrrnr  |r-i  ln'  -hniild  ad  at  imkc  dii  ilii-  liurri- 
lili-  «iii.'<.'c'.-tmii ;  and  mii'  nf  ilin-f  n-vuNion-^  <>(  ('.■cliii:,'^  lliat 
-tir  life  tn  it«  dr[iili-  >ui  |ii  nur  111  T.  a  rcMil^iun  all  thf  murf 
daii,:rcrnu>  iiccaiiM-  |'r|M!a  aili>urd  iii>  -lun  'd'  auitatmn  ti) 
appear,  and  tried  |,,  !„■  ealin  and  di-pa-^iuiiate. 

"'I'his  time  1  iiave  not  eim-iilled  Pien|uin,  dear,""  >h('  ^-aid  ; 

"lie  may  he   friendly,  inn   he  Unlild  lint    he  almve   fi'elin^'  a  <eercl 

sali.-t'actie.n  if  ue  were  nulled,  -n  I  liave  taken  the  advice  of 
an  old  man  wh.i  ha>  a  faiheiV  kindness  fur  iis,  .Mv  lonfes^or. 
the  .\hlie  de  .Solis.  -u^-<:(-t('d  a  way  nf  avertin;:  ruin  at  anv 
rale.  He  eaiiie  tn  see  your  |iietures;  and  he  thinks  that  if  we 
^'  11  those  in  the  ^.'ailery  we  foiild  pay  olf  all  the  niort;,'a^^'s  as 
"ell  as  your  dehts  to  I'rotez  and  ('hiirreviile,  for  1  expect 
Miere  is  soniethini:  owin;:  to  them?*" 

Claes  hent  his  head  as  a  si^n  of  a.ssent ;  already  his  hair 
w  i>  i^'rown  white. 

■"M.  de  Soli<  knows  the  Happes  and  the  Dunckers  of  Am- 
sterdam," .she  went  on;  "they  have  a  mania  for  huvin^  jiio- 
!!jres.  their  money  wa.-  only  maiie  ye-terday  ;  and  as  tliev  know 
ihat  such  works  of  art  an>  only  to  he  found  in  old  family  wl- 
Krtions.  Miey  will  he  only  loo  ejad  to  j,MVe  their  full  value  for 
fhi'  painting's.  Kven  when  our  e-tates  are  clear,  there  will 
stiil  he  soniethinj:  left  over,  for  the  pictures  will  hriiii:  in  at 
least  a  hundred  tliousand  ducats,  and  then  you  can  i^o  on  with 
.'"ur  work.  We  need  very  little.  l!ie  two  -.'iris  ami  I:  we  will 
lie  very  careful;  and  in  time  we  will  .<ave  etioutrh  monev  to 
'ill  the  empty  frames  a.train  with  other  pictures,  and  in  the 
mtime  yoti  shall  he  happv." 

i'.althazar  raised  his  free  tn  his  wife's;  he  felt  half  douht- 
•  :!.  half  relieved.  Tiny  had  e\ehan.i.'ed  nMes.  The  wife  had 
le,  onie  the  protecting  power:  ami  he,  in  spite  of  the  .sympathy 
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of  hciirts  1.  'WWII  ihcm,  held  Josephine  in  his  arms,  aihl  ilid 
not  ieel  ilial  .-lie  was  eoiiviilsed  with  aniruish.  did  not  st-e  liow 
thi'  tresses  of  lier  hair  were  shaken  by  tile  throbbini,'  of  her 
heart,  nor  notiee  {\u-  nervous  (juiverinf:  of  iier  lips. 

'•1  have  not  dared  to  tell  you,"  he  cried,  "that  I  am 
peareely  separated  from  the  .\bsolute  by  a  hair's-brcadth.  I 
have  (inly  to  discover  a  moans  of  submittin^^  metals  td  intense 
heat  in  a  \essel  where  the  |)ressnre  of  the  atmos])liere  is  nil — 
in  short,  in  a  perfei  t  vacuum,  and  1  shall  vohitize  them." 

Mnif.  I'laes  almn-t  broke  dnwn,  tlie  cirnistie  answer  was 
ton  much  for  her.  She  had  expected  jiassionate  gratitude  for 
her  devotion,  arvl  she  received — a  problem  in  chemistry.  She 
left  her  iiiisiiand  abrujitly.  went  down  stairs  intc)  the  parlor, 
sank  into  her  low  chair  a;:ain.  and  burst  into  tears.  Her  two 
daui^liters.  Mar^nierite  and  Felicie,  each  took  one  of  her  hands 
in  their>.  and  knelt  on  either  side  of  her,  wonderinjr  at  her 
grief. 

"What  is  it,  mother!-"  they  asked  her  aj^ain  and  again. 

"Poor  children  I  I  am  dving:  I  feel  that  1  have  not  bmsr  to 
live." 

Marguerite  shuddered  as  she  looked  at  her  mother's  faro, 
and  for  the  flr-t  time  noticed  a  ghastly  pallor  beneath  the 
dark  (dive  hue  of  the  skin. 

"Martha!  Martha!"  called  Felicie.  "Come  here,  mamma 
wants  you." 

The  old  waiting-woman  came  running  from  the  kitchen. 
When  slie  -aw  the  livid  color  that  had  renlaced  the  dusky 
brown-red  tints  in  her  mistress'  face — 

"Body  of  Christ  !"  she  cried  in  Spiinish,  "madame  is  dy- 
ing!" 

She  hurried  away  to  bid  -Tosette  heat  some  water  for  a  foot- 
bath for  her  mistress,  and  then  returned. 

"Don't  frighten  the  master,  Martha:  say  nothing  about 
it,"  said  Mine.  Claes.  "Poor  dear  girls!"  she  added  con- 
vidsively.  clasping  ]\rarguerite  and  FcMicie  to  her  heart.  "If 
T  could  (liny  live  long  enough  to  see  you  both  happv  and  mar- 
ried.— Afartha."  she  went  on,  "tell  T.emulquinier  to  go  to 
M.  de  S(jlis  and  ask  him  to  come  to  sec  me." 


THE  QUEST  OF  THE  ABSOLI  TE  03 

The  thunderbolt  that  struck  down  the  mistress  of  the 
house  naairally  hrou-ht  dismay  iu  the  kitehen.  Josette  and 
Martha,  old  and  (h'voted  servants,  were  so  deeply  attached  to 
Mine,  v'laes  and  her  two  dau-hters  that  tho  'blow  was  as 
liravv  as  't  was  unexp..,  ted.  Tlir  torrible  wunis:  "Madame  is 
dymp,  nion.-ieur  must  havo  killed  her!  B,.  ,p,i,.k  and  -et 
nady  a  mustard  bath  I"  ha.l  drawn  sundrv  ejamlations  from 
■  luM'tte.  who  hurled  them  at  I.mnibpiinier.  Lemul.,uinier, 
.■aim  and  phlejr„,;,t,e  as  ever,  was  eatim:  his  bn^akfast  at  a 
•  orner  of  th,-  table,  un(h.rn..ath  one  of  the  windows  which 
looked  out  on  the  yard.  Tlie  whole  kitchen  was  as  spick  and 
^pan  as  tiie  daintiest  bou(h)ir. 

"1  knew  how  it  wcuild  end."  remarked  Josette.  looking 
strai-ht  at  the  valet  as  she  spoke.  She  had  .-limbed  en  to  I 
stool  to  reach  down  a  copper  kettle  whiel,  shorn.  like  bur- 
ni.~hed  -old.  "What  mother  could  look  on  and  mv  her  ehil- 
dn.n"s  father  amu^in-  hiniself  by  fritterinjr  awav  a  fortune. 
like  the  master  does  and  everythin^r  fivin<r  awav  in  smoke  " 

.rosette's  countenance,  framed  in  its  frilled  eap.  was  not 
unlike  th..  round  wooden  nut-craekers  that  (iermans  carve; 
Mo  .irave  Lemul.piinier  a  >harp  -lance  out  of  her  littl.^  blwd- 
^bot  eyes,  whi.h  was  almost  venomous.  For  all  answer  the 
"Id  valet  -ave  a  shru-  worthy  of  a  son.jv-tried  Miral)eau,  and 
oprnrd  his  cavernous  mouth,  but  (uilv  to  put  a  piece  of  bivad 
i"d  butt.T.  accompanied  by  a  mor.<el  of  wd  herrin<r  into 
It. 

"If  madanie  would  let  monsieur  have  some  monev  "  he  said 
.It  londh.  "insfad  of  botherin-  him.  we  should  all  bo  .wim- 
n.ini:  in  <rol.I  very  seem!  There  is  not  the  thickness  of  a 
t;irihin<r  between  us  and  the "' 

"Well,  then.  you.  with  vour  twenty  thousand  francs  of  ,sav- 
'n<rs.  why  don't  you  hand  them  ov('r  to  the  master''  Ife  is 
vour  master,  and  since  von  put  suc^h  faith  in  his  savin-s  and 
doinirs " 

■■Vou  know  nothin-  about  them.  Josette.  Just  mind  vour 
i'"l^  and  pans,  and  boil  the  ^»  Uer."  .said  the  Flemin'j,  intor- 
"iipiing  tlie  cook. 
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"I  know  vvliat  I  know;  I  know  that  we  once  had  sovfral 
thousand  ounces  of  silver  phite  here,  and  you  have  incited  it 
down,  you  and  your  master  between  you:  and  we  shnil  very 
soon  have  only  six  halfpennies  left  out  of  five  pence." 

'•And  the  master,"  j)ut  in  Martha,  "will  kill  madame.  and 
get  rid  of  a  wife  who  holds  him  hack,  and  will  not  let  him 
eai  everything'  up.  He  is  possessed,  that  is  quite  plain.  You 
are  risking'  your  soul  at  the  least,  Lemul(piinier,  if  you  have 
one,  tliai  is.  for  you  are  just  like  a  block  of  iue,  when  all  the 
rest  of  us  are  in  such  trouble.  The  younfj  ladies  are  crying 
like  Ma.irdalens.     Ur  <]uick  and  <ro  for  M.  de  Solis !" 

"J  have  the  master's  orders  to  set  the  laboratory  straight," 
said  the  valet.  "It  is  too  far  from  here  to  the  (^lartier 
d'F^squerciiin.     (!o  ynirsclf." 

"Just  listen  to  tlu'  brute!"  said  Manila.  "Wl;o  is  to  give 
madame  her  foot-l)ath  ?  Is  she  to  be  left  to  die,  with  the 
blood  gone  to  her  head  ?" 

"Miil(|uinicrl"  said  .Marguerite  from  the  dining-room, 
which  wa-  nc\t  to  the  kitchen,  "when  you  have  left  the  mes- 
sage for  M.  dc  Solis,  go  and  ask  Dr.  Pierquin  to  come  at 
once." 

"Hein!  you  will  have  to  go!"  said  Josette. 
"Mademoiselle,  monsieur  told  me  to  clear  out  the  labora- 
tory," answered  JiCmukiuinier,  turning  triumphantly  to  the 
two  women-servants. 

M.  Claes  came  down  the  stairs  at  this  moment,  and  Mar- 
guerite spoke  to  him.  "Father,  can  you  spare  us  Mukjuinicr 
to  go  on  nil  errand  into  the  town?" 

"There,  you  miserable  old  heathen,  you  will  have  to  go 
now!"  said  Martha,  as  she  heard  M.  Claes  answer  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  lack  of  goodwill  and  devotion  to  the  family  on  the 
valet's  part  was  a  sore  point;  the  two  women  and  Lemul- 
quinier  were  always  bickering,  and  his  indifference  increa.sed 
their  loyal  aifcction.  This  apparently  paltry  quarrel  was  to 
bring  ahnti  great  results  in  future  days  when  the  family 
stood  in  need  of  help  in  misfortune. 
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Once  more  Balthazar  became  so  absorbed  that  he  did  uot 
notice  how  ill  his  wile  was.  lie  gave  little  Jean  a  ride  on 
his  knee,  but  his  thoughts  were  all  the  while  with  the  problem 
which  ho  might  hope  once  more  to  solve,  lie  saw  the  water 
brought  for  his  wife's  foot-bath,  for  she  had  not  strength 
to  leave  the  parlor,  or  the  iow  chair  into  which  she  had  <unk 
He  watched  the  two  girls  a.s  they  busied  themselves  about 
their  mother,  and  did  not  trv  to  account  for  their  an.xietv 
and  care  of  her.  Mine.  Claes  laid  her  fingers  on  her  lip.  if 
Marguerite  or  Jean  seemed  about  to  speak.  A  scene  of  this 
nature  wa.s  certain  to  make  a  young  girl  think;  and  Mar- 
guerite, standing  between  her  father  and  mother,  was  old 
enough  and  sensible  enough  to  understand  what  it  meant. 

A  time  always  comes  in  the  historv  of  every  familv  when 
iIh'  children  begin  consciouslv  or  unconsciouslv  to  jud<'e  their 
parents.     Mme.  Claes  felt  that  this  critical  time  "had"  come- 
? Hat  the  girl  of  sixteen,  with  her  ..trong  sense  of  justice' 
vv-.uid  see  what  would  appear  to  her  to  be  her  father's  faults 
v'-ry  plainly,  and  Mme.  Claes  set  herself  to  justifv  his  con- 
duct.    The  profound  respect  w    ich  she  showed  for  him  at 
tins  moment,  the  way  in  which  she  effaced  herself  for  fear 
-t  disturbing  his  meditations,  left  a  deep  impression  on  her 
ruldrens  minds;  th..y  looked  on  their  fathor  with  .-^omethincr 
like  awe.     But  in  spite  of  the  infectious  nature  of  this  devo'^ 
lum.  Marguerite  could  not  help  recognizing  it,  and  her  ad- 
miration increased  for  the  mother  to  whom  she  was  bound 
s<)  closely  by  every  incident  of  dailv  life.     The  young  girl's 
atrection  had  deepened  ever  since  she  had  dimlv "divined  her 
niothers  troubles  and  had  pondered  over  them;  no  human 
power  could  hav<.  kept  the  knowledge  of  them  from   Mar- 
guprite;  a  word  heedlessly  let  fall  bv  Josette  or  Martha  had 
.  nlightcned  her  as  to  their  cause.     In  spite  of  Mme    Claes' 
nscrve,  her  daughter  had   unraveled   thread   bv  thread  the 
inystery  of  this  household  tragedy. 

In  time  to  come  Marguerite  would  be  her  mother's  active 
■i"  per  and  confidante,  and.  perhaps,  in  the  end  a  formidable 
judge.    Mme.  Claes  watched  Marguerite  an.xiously,  and  tried 
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to  fill  Iicr  heart  with  licr  own  (k'Vdtiim;  she  <aw  tho  vounf 
girKsi  liriiiiif.-s  am!  miiiikI  judLrincnt.  and  <hii(ldoro(l  to  think 
of  j)()ssililt'  strife  I)ct\V('(ii  latlicr  and  dau^rhter  when  she 
ehonld  he  no  more,  and  MaririK  rite  iiad  takin  her  place.  Poor 
woman  I  slir  dreaded  the  eon-eijueiiee-  <:(  !ier  death  far  more 
than  death  itself.  'I'lie  resolution  she  had  just  taken  had 
iieen  prompted  hy  l'oretiiiiuj:ht  for  l^allha/ar.  By  freeini:  her 
Iiushand's  e-^tate  from  all  lialiilities.  .-he  left  it  indt'p<'ndent, 
;ind  forestalled  all  future  disputes  hy  separating:  liis  interests 
Irom  those  <.f  her  ehildnn:  ^lie  ho]ied  to  see  him  happy 
until  her  eyes  were  elosed.  and  when  that  day  came,  Mar- 
puerite  w(ui!d  l)e  tile  iruardian  an^icl  who  watched  over  the 
family.  She  hojied  to  leave  her  tendrrne-s  in  Mariruerite's 
lieart.  and  so.  from  beyoml  the  .urave.  Ii.t  Inve  should  still 
fhine  upon  ihc-e  so  dear  to  her.  Vel  sli.'  -hrank  from  lower- 
ing Claes  in  MarurueriteV  eyes,  and  woi;'d  not  ifnpart 
her  mis^ivinirs  and  fears  until  the  ineviialtle  moment  came; 
she  watched  .AlarLMierite  more  closely  than  ever.  Wi.nderintj 
whether  of  her  own  accord  the  youni:  ::irl  would  l.e  a  mother 
to  her  hrotliers  and  si.-ters.  and  a  gentle  and  tender  helpmeet 
to  her  father. 

So  Mine.  CIjk-s"  last  days  were  endnttered  hy  fears  and  sad 
forehodinjrs  (d"  which  <he  could  -peak  to  no  oiit'.  S1h>  felt  that 
her  deathldow  had  heen  dealt  her  in  that  la^t  fatal  scene. 
ami  her  thou^ifs  turned  to  the  future;  while  Balthazar,  now 
totally  unfitted  for  the  cares  .d'  pniperty  and  the  interests 
of  domestic  life.  thou;:lu  of  nothitij:  hut  the  .\h.solute.  The 
deep  silence  in  the  parlor  wa<  only  hroken  hy  the  monotonous 
bertiniTof  Balthazar's  foot:  he  did  not  notice  that  little  Jean 
had  wearied  of  hjs  ride,  and  cliinhed  down  from  his  father's 
knee.  MarLMierite,  sittinj:  bc-ide  Imt  mother,  looked  at  her 
white,  sorrowful  face,  and  then  irl,-inced  from  time  to  time 
at  her  father,  and  wondered  why  he  -howed  no  feeling.  Pres- 
ently the  street  de.or  shut  to  with  a  dani:  that  echoed  through 
the  house,  and  the  fauuly  saw  the  old  .VhlK^  ,|e  Scdis  slowly 
crossing  the  court  on  his  nephew's  arm. 
"Oh  I  here  is  .M.  Emmanuel,"  cried  Felicie. 
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"(tOOcI  hnv!"  riiurnuir.,]  Mm.'   Cla,.^   .^  <!.,.  pn«-  r,  1 

1    vj.j; . .  ...  ,    ,  ,  .  "  •     ''"  ^-  ''-^  ■"'"■  saw  Liiimauut'l 

<U'^n\i>,     I  ;,„,  ^rla.l  to  Sir  him  a-rain  " 

Mari,uorit.-s  Cacr  fln-Iu.!  at  her  m.th.r-.  prai.o.     0„]v  two 

'lavs  a,.o  th.  .^i.^ht  (,f  ,h..  Al,hrs  n.ph.w  \uul  s.irro.!  mv^to- 

>■"".<    0..  m.s  ,n  h.r  h..art.  an.l  auak,.,,..!  thn„.h,s  that"  had 

'thor  o  I,,n  dor.nant.     Only  .wo  days  a,.,  Ikt  ,noth..r-s  con- 

|--or  ha.l  com.  to  mc  tho  pictures  in  the  .^allerv.  and  one  of 

.liose  small  events  that   pass  >udiee.led.  and  ahVr  the  whole 

--- o    a  hfej.,,,  , hen  taken  ph.ce:  for  thi.  reason  a  I'i'f 
■^ctch  of  the  two  vKiiors  ,m\<t  hr  ^hvn  here 

■Mnie.  Clae.  n,ade  it  a  ml,,  of  con.inct  to  perform  the  dutie. 

"     f'er  reh.,on   „,   pmate.      Her  director,  who  now  .mtered 

'Ih-  hous,.  for  the  second  time,  was  scan-elv  known  hv  .idu  to 

1'^    .'nnat..s.    |,„t    i,    „,,.    in.possible    ,0 -see    the    uncle    and 

"■!;Ih-«;  to^.,,he,    ,v,thont    fcelin^r  ,„„,,„„!  „„,   ^^, 

•I--v,s,t  had  lett  .he  satne  impression  on  every  one. 

ilH'  Abbe  de  Solis  was  an  <,ld  man  of  ei^htV,  with  silver 

•nr:  all  the  ebh.n,^  I,fe  in  l!,e  feeble,  wasted  face  .«ee>ned    o 

i.n.er,n  the  eyes.     I L'  walked  with  diflicultv.  for  one  of  his 

sbrnnken  le.r.  terminaK-d  in  a   painfnilv  .Icd-ormed   foot  en- 

■  a..d  ,n  a  vlvet  wrapping.  .0  that  he  always  mrded  the  sup- 

'"  "I  a  much  or  ol  h,s  nephew-s  artn.     Vet  when  vou  Jw 

■  !"■"     fi.ur..  and  emaciated   fratne.  you  felt  that  an  iron 

^^'11   MiMained   that    Ira.ude  and   ^nU'erinu-  bodv.  and   that   a 

';!"•'.'  ^'"'.'  :"';^''""-^  ^""'  'l^veh  within  ,t.    'The  .Spani.h  priest 

;-n.-s  ed    for   h,s    ...t    Icarn.n,.    his   knowde.l^   o7    h^ 

-.'  .  and  h,s  ..ncere  p.ety.  had  l,een  snccesHveK-;  Domin- 

■  a.    tnar   cardinal-pen.tentiarv  of  Tole.lo.  and  vi,.ar-...neral 
•I    ii''  archbj.hopnc  ot  .Mochl.n.     The  influence  of  the  hon^o 

'  asa-I.ea    won  d  have  made  him  one  of  the  hi-diest  .li..- 

,'-.r,e.  of  the  Church:  bu,   even   if  ,he    French    Revoluti,:n 

-'not  put  an  end  to  his  eccle.ia.tical  career,  .rief  for  the 

;i''    ''/>f  the  yout,.  Dnke.  wh..e  .::overnor  ho  had  been,  had 

:';''•''':'  'V''"';-''  '■•''^'-''••iv.'  lifo.  and  ,0  d..,„e  himself  en- 
'"V  M.  the  education  n\'  ,„  nephew,  who  had  been  left  an 
■"'Mian  at  a  vcrv  earlv  aL'<'. 

After   the    French   concpiest    of   the    Netherlands    he   hud 
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pottlod  in  Doiiai  to  lie  near  Mine.  Clacs.  Tii  his  youth  he  had 
iVit  an  enthusiastic  reverenee  for  Saint  Theresa,  and  had 
always  decided  leanings  towards  the  niore  mystical  side  of 
Christianity.  There  have  always  heen  ilhiininists  and  Quiot- 
ists  in  Flanders;  Mile.  Bourignon  made  most  of  her  converts 
aniong  the  Flemings;  and  the  old  .Vblie  de  Solis  found  a  little 
flock  of  Catholics  in  Doiuii.  who  still  clung,  undeterred  hy 
jiapal  censure,  to  the  doctrines  of  Ft'-nelon  and  Mnie.  Ciiyon, 
and  was  the  more  glad  to  stay  among  them  hocau.so  they 
looke(l  on  him  as  a  father  in  the  faith.  His  morals  were 
austere,  hi^  life  had  hetri  excmiijary;  it  was  said  that  he  had 
the  gift  of  trance,  and  had  seen  vi.-ions.  But  the  stern 
ascetic  was  not  utterly  divorced  from  the  things  of  this  life; 
his  affect  ion  for  his  licphew  was  a  link  that  bound  him  to 
the  world,  and  he  wa<  thrifty  for  Kmmanners  sake.  He  laid 
his  llork  under  contribution  for  a  work  of  charitv  l)efore  hav- 
ing recourse  to  his  own  purse;  and  he  was  so  widelv  known 
and  resjH'cted  for  his  disinterestedness,  his  perspicacity  was 
so  seldom  at  fault,  that  every  one  was  rcadv  to  answer  hi.s 
appeals.  To  give  some  idea  of  the  contrast  between  uncle 
and  nephew,  the  older  man  might  be  comj)ared  to  a  hollow 
willow  by  the  water  side,  and  the  y(uinger  to  a  briar-ro.se 
climbing  about  the  old  lichen-covered  tree,  and  covering  it 
with  graceful  garlands,  which  seem  to  support  it. 

Kmmanuel  had  been  rigidly  brought  up.  His  uncle 
hardly  allowed  him  to  go  out  of  his  sight :  no  damsel  was  ever 
more  jealously  guarded  by  her  mother;  and  Kmmanuel  was 
almost  morbidly  conscientious  and  innocently  romantic. 
Souls  that  draw  all  their  fone  from  religion  retain  the  bloom 
of  youtli  that  is  rid)bed  off  so  soon,  and  the  old  priest  had 
checked  the  development  of  pleasure-loving  instincts  in  his 
pupil;  constant  studv  and  an  almost  monastic  discipline  had 
heen  his  preparation  for  the  battle  of  life.  Such  a  bringing 
up.  which  launched  I-hnmaniiel  into  th(>  world  with  all  his 
youtiiful  freshness  of  heart,  might  make  his  happiness  if  his 
afTcctioii-;  were  rightly  placed  at  the  outset,  and  had  endowed 
him  with  an  angelic  purity  which  invested  him  with  some- 
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-l.injj  of  the  charm  of  a  youn^  girl.    The  gentle  ovos  veiled  a 
1    ave  and  fearless  soul ;  there  uas  a  light  in  then,  ,'ha,  ihriM 
.;    .T  souLs  as  the  sonnd  given  om  by  erystal  vibrates  on    he 
-.r.     If,,  face  „-as  eIo,,uent,  yt  his  fc^uures  wen-  regular- 
"'■one  eou  Id  fa,    to  be  struek  by  their  dawless  .lelieacv  cf 
-nime,  and  by  the  ..vpression  of  repose  which  ..onus  f'rom 
'--rd  peaee.     H,s  fa.r  eomple.xion  seen.ed  .till  .nor^  b  I 
;   nt  by  force  of  eontrnst  with  his  .lark  eyes  and  hair.     Kven- 
■  lung  about  lum  was  in   harn.ony;  his  voice  did  not  disap- 
I -nt  the  expectafons  raised  by  so    bcautii'ul  a  face,  and  hi. 
ain.ost  fenun.ne  grace  of  n.overncnt  and  clear,  soft  gaze   vc  c 
I '.  keep.ng  w,th  h,s  voic.      U.  dul  not  seen,  t;  be  a^vare    It 
ln>  half-n,elancho!y  reserve,  his  self-repression,  his  respect  u 
j'-l  tender  sohc.tude  for  his  uncle,  excited  interest  in  h  n  ! 
ln.t  no  one  who  had  s.^en  the  two  together-the  voun.er  n  ^n 
p.refu lly  adapfng  himself  to  the  old  Abbe',.  tottenC   "^ 
|.-lfnl!y  look.ng  ahead  for  the  smoothest  path,  and^^^i  -' 
.     any  obstacle  over  which  the  elder  might  stun.ble.  cou  d 
Hi  to  recogn.ze  ,n   E.nmanuel  those  generous  qualities  of 
i>'''|rt  and  bra.n  that  make  man  so  noble  a  .feature 

Kninuinuel's  real  gn.atness  showed  it>elf  in  his  love  for  his 
■nKle,  who  could  do  no  wrong  in  his  eves,  to  whon,  he  ren! 
'1'  red  an  unquestioning  oh..dienc,.;  son,e  prophetic  in.tin" 
-rely,  had  suggested  the  gracious  nau.e  given  to  hin,  at  the 
f-nt.     If  m  pruate  or  abroad  the  old  Abbe  exerted  the  .tern 
^md  arbitrary  authority  of  a   Dominican   father,   Emmanuel 
--Id  some  mu.s  raise  his  head  in  such  noble  p;otes   -w  th 
a  ^.ture  which  seemed  to  say  that  if  another  man  h^d  ven- 
lurcl  to  oppose  h.m,  he  would  have  shown  his  spirit -that 
^r^utle  natures  were  touched  by  it,  as  painters  are  n.n'ved  by 
'  ->  sight  of  a  great  work  of  art:  for  a  beautiful  thought  has 
';>';  same  power  to  stir  our  souls,  whether  it  is  revcal^l  in  a 
■ving  human  form,  or  made  n^l  for  us  bv  the  power  of  art 
Kmmanuel  bad  come  with  his  uncle  to'see  th.^  pi-tun.  in 
r'\i     r/.'"'-    ""^    ^^'^'•^'"'^'•ite.   having   lean,..!    from 
^artha   tha     tho   Abbe  de  Soils  was   in   the   picfnre-.allerv 
found  some  light  pretext  for  speaking  to  her  mother,  so  that 
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Mk-  IkuI  ^ro,„.  tintli,..-  untliinkin-Iv,  hi,|,„^.  |,„,  !,,,|„  ,tr,t., 
.i:-n   un.i.r  tli,-  ,.,■■,. I,..,  „,,,,„...r  In    whi,-l, '  vm,,,-  .rir|<  .„\.f. 


t<'<'t.ialk  .(uicriil   il„,,-  ,val   Ihuu^^hi^.  ;n„|   i,v  thi. 


-iilf  nf  the 


•■"Id    sl(,(,|,iii,i:    I'raiiic.   >!„.    ||;„|    .^,,,.„    [.; 


'iiniainirl  s    voiinj,'-  and 


1  ...    ,, ,  '    ■  'Ml  111,1  II  III!  ,-.    \  (II  II"'   a  11(1 

b;'au„lul  la.....     Th..,.„v,M,n;,,.n.a.un.sl,ad,a..da[,Cl 

manu,.|  .u,d  .U.,r,.,c.nt..  Muis,  sun.lv  l,,.,v,.  n,..,  (.a.-hiiHiVr  ho- 
W,n,l,..,rdn.an..  Th,.,,- ....s  ,V11  a>  ,..■.  and  „>ot  again 
\^itli  tliL-  same  nn(.(pns(i.)ii>  avrnval 

Martrucrin.  „.„1.  '.t  n,(.th..r-s  arm  and  sp.ikc  to  Iut  in  a 
J''y<7t(>k..,.p.,i,  tlH.  ,,n.,,.m...  .d'h,.r..;.rand;and  front 
-.■-M,..,-(dl,..,.n.,,h..,.V.in.,asi.   w..^^.h.Mu^^^^ 

ah  a  >.a/-hk..  nunvnunt  „f  h.T  ,|,n,at,  to  ;,lanc..  on.,,  nion' 
at  KmnianncI,  who  ..till  stood  witli  h 

Th 


ii>  iin..Io  on  his  arm. 


in.  win,  h.ws  o     th,.  ,.,ll..rv  had   hrm  .listrH.nt.d  so  that 

alitU'i..'htsh,.nl(lfallonth..pi,.t„r,.<,an,l,h..dinu..so 
he  >ha.  .,ws    avomi  the  stoh.n  -Han,....  which  ar..  th..  delight 
-f  tun.d  ..,n!s.      Ncuher  of  then,   had.  of  .onrse.  advani^  d 
^■^■"  •"  tl'ou.^ht  as  far  as  the  if  wi,h  which  passion  h..,nn« 
but  hoth  (.     ,h..n,   fHt  that  th..ir  h..arts  w..re\sti,.r.         X^ 

va^uc.tr,.uhh.  whi,J,  ,,,,,,,  k..,.ps  to  its..lf.  shrinking  pX' 
f  om  d,sd,.,njr  Ih,.  M.(.,.ct.  or  wi-hin^  to  Iin„.r  ovr  its  swe^- 

U..S      Ihe  first  .n,pn..-:„n  which  ..alls  forth  tho  l„n^^  .Jormant 
.'".otH.n  of  vouth  ,s  ncarlv  ahvavs  f„!l(.w..,l  hv  a  m„to  won, 

su..has..h,   ir,.nt,.,.lwh,.n,f(,r,h,.,;,.M,in..;th,.vhoarm"t 
Norn,.  ch.Mn.n   la,,d>    at    first,  and    ,h,.n   .row   tho„,htfu  •' 

.  iHTs  h.,..n  .rav,.!v  f(,r  awh,l(..  ,.M,d  th..n  h,..in  to  Ian::iK  but 
tl.-n.  an.  <ouls  who  ar,.  destined  t,>  hv,.  for  poctrv  or  iovc 
and  th,.y  hsten  Im,,  with  a  nn„c  n.,pK..t  to  h,.ar  th,.  n  u  .c' 
a^am;   tiicir  ey,.s   arc  ]i,h„.d    up   with   pl,.as„rc,  orj        a 

iawnm;:  s..n,so  of  u„n,],.r  at  .he  (nfinit,.      If  w,.  ar,.  •,  w  vs 
b.>..ndw,thjUl,h,.foreoofoarlva..o(.iati,m,.,,h..    ;t^ 
wo  first  un, K.rstood  ,he  h,.antv  and  mv<t..rv  of  sonml  •  i f  wc 

n.n.on,h..rti,..m„si,.ianand(.v,.n,h,.;,;. ! ^  ..Xi    ^ 

hou  cai.  wc.  help  loving  the  other  .oul  that  fur  the  first  time' 


.-he  turnr.l.  will,  a  >-,va,i-iik..  i,„,viu,„i  ..(  hir  il,r.„„,  i,,  ch.nr..  ,„,.■.• 
iiKiru  at  hiiimaiiuti 
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ll»l 


reveals  the  music  of  life  t 


()   u.- 


I) 


will 


ill  we  draw  our  first  Imatli  of  lovo  1 


'iir  iiiitive  country?     KuiiiiaiiUfl  ami   Mar-nicri! 


')ts  not    tlu"  heart    from 


'ccoiiic.  as  It   Were 


I'  were  each 


lor  each  that  iiuisical  voice  which  awakeii>  a  sleeping,'  sen.-e; 
It  was  as  if  a  hand  had  withdrawn  the  veil  of  elmid  and' 
P'iintcdout  to  them  the  di-tant  .^hore  hathed  in  a  noonday 
I'i.i/c  of  liirht. 

When  Mine.  Claes  made  the  Ahbe  pause  f..r  a  moment  hc- 
frr  a  picture  of  an  anf^el  1,\-  Cuido.  Mar>:uerii..  Nam  for- 
ward a  little  to  see  what  Hmmanuel  tlmu^dit  of  d.  and  Km- 
iiiiiiiuel  jrlanced  at  Marguerite,  comparin^r  t|„.  mut.'  ihoii^lit 
shadowed  forth  on  the  painter's  canva.>  with  the  thought  "re- 
\eaicd  in  the  gill  who  stood  there  in  lif.^  hefore  him.  Sim 
f'li  and  understood  the  unconscious  and  d.'licmiis  tlattery 
Tiic  old  Ahhe  gravely  j.rai.M'd  the  beautiful  composition,  and 
Mine.  Claes  replied;  the  young  peojile  were  silent. 

The  mysterious  dusk  o'f  the  gailcrv,  the  (piiet  that  brooded 
-UT  the  house,  the  presence  oi  th.-ir  elders,  all  the  cir.'um- 
-MHces  of  their  meeting,  served  to  stamp  it  .m  the  m..morv, 
■nid  to  deepen  the  vague  outlines  <4  a  shadowv  dream       \"ll 
til"  confused  thoughts  that  f..|l  like  rain  in  Margnerif's  soul 
>'CMied  to  have  spread  themselves  out  like  a  wide,  clear  sea 
uludi  was  lighted  up  by  a  ray  of  light  when  Kmmanuel  stam- 
mered out  a  few  words  as  he  took  leave  of  Mine.  Claes.     'I'lio 
>"iing.  rich  voice  e.xerted  a  mysterious  spell  ..ver  her  heart; 
'b-  revelat,  m  was  complete;  it  onlv  r(>sted  with  Kmmanuei 
^wiether  it  should  hear  fruit  for  him:  f.,r  the  man  who  first 
••nvakens  love  in  a  girl's  heart  is  often  an  unconsrious  instru- 
J'i'Tit  of  fate,  and  leaves  his  work  unfini.^U',!.     Manruorite 
I'owed     in    confusion;    lier    good-bve    was    a    glance    that 
-•■•■inod  to  express  her  regret  at  losing  this  pure  an.l  charming 
VI -ion.     Like  the  child,  she  wanted  to  hear  her  music  once 
■■igain. 

The  leave-taking  took  place  at  the  foot  of  the  old  stair- 
'•a^e.  before  the  parlor  door,  and  from  the  parlor  window 
she  watched  the  uncle  and  nephew  cro.s  the  eoiirt.  and  fol- 
lowed them  with  her  eyes  until  the  street  door  closed  on  them 


if 


lo'_> 


Tin;  gi  i;sT  or  thk  ai'.soi.itk 


.Mine,  riacs  liad  liccii  .-o  ilct'ply  ciij^ roused  with  tho  wciirhty 
liiiittc  r-  wliicli  In  T  (linctnr  had  (nine  t'>  di-<  ii>s.  that  -li.  had 
not  t!i')iii:ht  of  watchin;.'  hiT  daii^ditcr's  fai  <■ ;  and  nri  the  oc- 
ra^iiiii  111'  ilii>  ^ccniid  M-it  >h('  was  airaiii  full  ni'  -iich  terrihic 
(riiiil)li',  that  >hc  did  not  sec  in  the  red  tlii-h  on  Manruprit'-'^ 
fare  ihf  imlicatioiis  of  ha])iiitn>.-  and  tlif  W('ikin;_^>  of  a  j,'irh>h 
hc'urt. 

B_v  tho  time  tlic  old  Ahhe  was  anii'-iUKcil  Mar;:uirit'-  had 
taken  u\)  h<r  work  a;_Min.  and  appari-ntlv  round  it  so  intcrt'st- 
in^'  that  slic  ^M-fctrd  the  iiiiclf  and  nrphcw  without  rai-in;,' 
her  eves  from  it.  M.  Clai'S  n'tiirncd  tho  .\l)l)<''  dc  S.Iis' 
bow  inechanually,  and  left  tlic  parlor  as  if  his  prescncf  wiTo 
demanded  elsewhere.  'I'he  veiierahU'  I'oniiniean  seated  him- 
self beside  Mine.  Claes  with  one  of  those  kton  udanees  hv 
which  he  scenu  d  to  read  the  di'pths  of  souls;  h  ■  lunl  -careely 
seen  M.  Clars  and  his  wife  before  he  guessed  liiat  some  ealiis- 
trophe  had  taken  place. 

"do  into  the  garden,  ehildren,"  said  the  mother.  "Mar- 
guerite, take  Kmmanuel  to  see  your  father's  tulips." 

Marguerite,  somewhat  eiidtarrassed.  took  lu'lieieV  hand  in 
hers  and  looked  towanls  the  visitor,  who  reddened  and  fol- 
lowed her  out  of  the  parlor,  eatehing  uji  little  .lean  to  keep 
himself  in  eountenanee.  When  all  four  of  thcin  were  out  in 
the  garden,  .lean  and  Felioie  seampered  o|T.  ami  Marguerite, 
left  alone  witli  young  M.  de  SoIi>,  went  towards  the  bed  of 
tulips,  whieh  Lemulquinier  always  planted  out  in  the  same 
way,  year  after  year. 

"Arc  yon  fond  of  tulij)s?"  Afargnerite  asked,  as  Emmanuel 
seetned  unwilling  to  iireak  the  silence. 

"They  are  magniticeiit,  mademoiselle;  hut  a  love  of  tulips 
is  an  ac(|uired  taste.  Tlie  flowers  dazzle  me;  I  expect  that 
it  is  beeau.se  I  am  so  usctl  to  working  in  my  dark  little  room 
beside  my  uncle;  I  like  softer  colors  better." 

He  looked  at  Marguerite  as  he  uttered  the  last  words;  hut 
in  that  glance,  full  of  confused  longings,  th(>re  wa.s  no  suir- 
gestion  that  the  fpiiet  face  before  him.  with  its  white  velvet 
surface  and  soft  color,  was  like  a  flower. 


TiiK  giKsr  OK  I  III:  amsomtb 


lot 


'•\)n  you  W'lrk  v.tv  li;ir.' y""  M.U!.mi.  rite  a>k('(l  Kinmaniipl 
a-  tlii'V  went  tiiwanis  a  ;.'ri  rn-iiaiiit<il  f,'arilin  s<'at.  '"^ou 
^^;ll   lint   llf  -()  closi'  u>  tile  Uilips  ll»Tt'."  ^ll<'  aiMcti ;  "tlicv  *ill 

!ii.t  he  so  tiiiiit:  tc)  yiiiir  cyc"!.     Vmii  an-  ri;;lii,  ilif  colors  are 
i!.iz/lii  i.' ;  lluy  inaki-  one's  I'vcs  ai'li<'."' 

"Yfs,  I  work  liani,"'  the  yoiin;.'  man  aii-\vri-.'«l  after  a  short 
).iii-e,  s|nnt  in  siiinotliin^'  the  ^'ravel  nii  the  path  witli  his 
fuot.  -I  work  at  all  sorts  of  thing's.  .  .  .  My  miele 
ii;i  :iiit  to  make  a  priest  of  nw " 

•oh!"  Mar^aierite  exclaimed  naively. 

'•{  ohjected  ;  I  i'clt  that  I  luul  no  vixatioii.  Rut  it  took  a 
_'riat  (lea!  of  eourajie  to  cross  my  uncle's  wishes.  He  is  so 
kiml  and  so  very  fond  of  me.  t^iite  lately  he  jiaid  for  a  sub- 
-i  Mile  to  save  me  from  the  conscription,  and  I  am  only  a  poor 
er|iliaii  ne])hew " 

"Then  what  do  you  mean  to  do?"  asked  Marmierite,  with 
a  Midden  f,a"sture.  which  seemed  as  if  she  would  fain  take 
ilie  words  back  ajTiiin,  for  she  added: 

■■Pardon  me,  monsieur;  you  must  think  mo  very  inquisi- 
tive." 

"Oh!  niadomoiscUe.  nobody  but  my  uncle  has  ever  asked 
tiic  the  (luestion."  said  Kmmanuel.  lookini:  at  her  ailiiiirinijly 
.111(1  ^'ratefully.  "1  am  to  Ix'  a  schoolmaster.  There  is  no 
help  for  it;  1  am  not  rich,  you  see.  If  I  can  obtain  a  head- 
mastership  in  some  school  in  Flanders.  I  shall  have  enou;.'h  to 
live  ujion.  I  shall  marry  some  woman  who  will  be  content 
uilh  v.^ry  littK',  and  whom  I  shall  love.  That  is  the  sort  of 
life  that  is  in  prospect  for  me.  Perhajis  that  is  why  I  would 
rather  have  a  moon-daisy  from  the  tlclds  about  Onhies.  a 
llnwer  that  no  one  looks  at,  than  these  plowinij  tulips,  all 
j.iurplc  and  ^'olden  and  emerald  and  sapphire.  The  tulips 
M'em  to  me  a  sort  of  symbol  of  a  brilliant  and  lii.xiirioiis  life, 
just  as  the  moon-daisy  is  like  a  quiet,  old-fashioned  life,  a 
[loor  schoolmaster's  life  such  as  mine  will  he." 

••Tntil  now.  I  have  always  called  the  moon-daisies  mar- 
L'Uerites,"  said  she. 

Kmmanuel  du  Solis  flushed  up  to  the  eyes;  he  racked  his 
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brain?  for  an  aTi«wer,  and  torniontoil  the  jfravol  with  his  boots. 
So  iiiiiny  things  ocriirnd  to  liiiii,  and  were  rojccted  ajs  silly, 
that  the  paujt'  <rR'\v  cniharrassinfr,  ami  hr  was  forot'd  to  say 
80niethin<r.  "I  did  not  vcntnrc  to  jironoiince  your  name 
.     .     .     "  he  >aid  at  last,  and  got  no  further. 

"A  schoolmaster  I"  she  went  on. 

"()hl  1  shall  he  a  scho<d master  for  the  sake  of  a  secnre 
position,  mademoiselle,  hut  J  want  to  do  other  things  as  well, 
something  great  that  wants  doing.  ...  1  should  like 
some  l)il  of  historical  research  Itest." 

"Oh!" 

That  "Oh,"  which  seemed  to  cover  the  speaker's  private  re- 
flections, adde(l  to  the  young  man's  endjarrassment.  He  began 
to  laugh  foolishly,  and  said: 

"Yon  ari'  making  me  talk  about  my  own  affairs,  made- 
moiselle, when  1  should  speak  to  you  of  y(Uirself." 

"I  think  my  mother  and  your  uncle  must  have  finished 
their  talk."  she  said,  looking  at  the  ]»arlor  windows. 

"Your  mother  looked  very  much  altered.  1  thought." 

"She  is  in  troidile.  and  says  nothing  to  us  about  her 
troubles,  and  wc  can  onlv  feel  sorrv  for  her,  that  is  all  we  can 
do." 

.\s  a  Tiiatter  of  fact,  Alme.  Plaes  had  just  consulted  the 
Abbe  de  Soils  on  a  ditlicult  case  of  conscience,  which  he  alone 
could  resolve.  Huin  was  clearly  impen<ling:  and  now  that 
the  pictures  were  about  to  be  sold,  she  thought  of  keeping 
back  a  large  part  of  the  purchase  money,  a  sort  of  reserve  fund 
to  secure  her  children  against  want.  Balthazar  took  so  little 
heed  of  his  affairs  that  it  would  be  easy  to  do  this  without  his 
knowledge.  After  mature  delilieration.  and  after  taking  all 
the  facts  of  the  case  into  consideration,  the  old  Dominican 
had  given  his  sanction  to  this  j)rudent  cours(\  The  conduct 
of  the  sale  devolved  on  him.  and  the  whole  matter  was  ar- 
ranged ])rivatelv  fnr  fear  of  injuring  M.  Claes'  credit. 

The  old  Abbe  <ent  bis  nephew  to  .\msterdatn  dulv  armed 
with  letters  of  introduction:  ami  the  vohul'  man.  deli'j'hted  to 
have  this  opportunity  of  doing  a  service  to  the  house  of  Claes, 
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succft'dfd  in  soiling,'  tlic  colk'ctinn  in  the  pirturi'  gallery  to 
liic  colobrated  bankers,  llajiiie  and  Diincker,  ostensibly  for 
liu'  sum  of  eighty  thousand  Duleh  dueats,  but  fifteen  thou- 
Mind  dueats   were  to  be   paid  seeretly  over  and   above   tliis 

thai 


ainoi 


mt  to  Mme.  Claes.    The  piet 


ures  were  so  we 


iiKiwn 


-niirle 


letter  from  Balthazar  accepting  tlic  j 


inipo-als  iiuivlc 


!)y  Messieurs  JIappe  and  Duneker  ei»ni[)letcd  the  Itargaiii. 
Ilnnnanuel  de  Solis  was  eomiiiissioned  to  receive  the  price  of 
!he  pictures,  which  he  remitted  by  other  than  the  ordinary 
.  Iiiinnels.  so  that  Douai  might  know  nothing  of  the  traasac- 


imn 


I  which  had  just  taken  place. 


By  the  end  of  Septeniiter,  Baltiiazar  had  paid  his  debts, 
cleared  his  liabilities,  ami  was  at  wurk  once  more;  but  the 
glory  (if  the  Maison  ('hies  had  departed.  Yet  IJaUhazar  var, 
so  blinded  by  his  passion  that  he  seeme(l  to  fee!  no  regrets; 
lie  was  so  eonlident  that  he  could  retrieve  all  his  los.-;es  in  a 
iittle  while,  tliat  he  had  reserved  tlu'  right  to  repurchase  hi.s 

■tures.     And  as  for  Josephine,  in  her  eyes  the  paintings 


:m 


•re  as  nothing  compar  ^vith  the  happiness  of  her  husii.ind 
I  ciiildren;  she  (illed  .ne  blank  spaces  in  the  gallery  with 
[uctures  from  the  stale  aparttnents,  ,i  1  rearranged  the  fumi- 
lure  in  the  rooms  where  the  family  sat,  so  that  the  empty 
-iiaces  on  the  walls  should  not  i)e  noticed. 

I5althazar  had  about  two  hundred  thou.-^and  francs  with 
■h  to  begin  his  e\])eriments  afresii.  his  debts  were  all  paid, 
M.  de  Solis  and  his  nephew  l)e(ame  trustees  for  Mine. 
'laes'  reserve  fund,  which  was  swelled  somewhat  further,  for 
gold  was  at  a  premium  in  those  days  of  r-'uropean  wars,  and 
the  Abbe  de  Solis  sold  the  ducats,  receiving  for  them  sixty- 
!-ix  thousand  francs  in  crowns,  which  were  stored  awav  in  the 


,111(1 


AM 
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For  eight  months  Mnie.  Claes  had  the  sad  satisfaction  of 
seeing  her  husband  entirely  engrossed  in  his  work;  but  she 
never  recovered  from  the  shock  received  that  Augnist  after- 
iioiin,  and  fell  into  a  decline,  fron,  'vhicli  there  was  no  re- 
covery. Science  had  lialthazar  in  its  clutches:  the  di^T^ters 
'iial  befell  the  armies  of  France,  the  lirst  fall  of  Xapoleoa 


ar 
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the  return  of  the  exili'd  Bourbons,  all  the  events  of  tliose 
eventful  years  eoulil  not  draw  his  attention  from  his  studies; 
he  was  no  lon>rer  a  eitizen,  as  he  had  ceased  to  be  a  husband 
and  a  father,     ile  was  a  eheiuist. 

Towards  tiie  end  of  the  year  l.si 4  the  wasting  disease  that 
had  attacked  Mine.  Claes  had  made  sucli  progress  that  she 
could  not  leave  lier  bed.  She  would  not  drag  out  this  slow 
death  in  her  own  room  when!  she  had  lived  in  her  happier 
days,  it  was  too  full  of  memories,  and  she  could  not  help 
drawing  comparisons  between  the  present  and  the  past,  which 
overwhelmed  her  with  despair,  so  she  lay  downstairs  in  the 
parlor.  The  doctors  had  humored  the  desire  of  her  licart, 
pronouncing  the  room  to  be  more  airy,  cheerful,  and  con- 
venient than  her  own  apartTuent ;  her  bi'd  had  been  placed 
between  the  chimney-piece  and  the  window,  so  that  she  could 
look  out  into  the  irarden.  The  last  days  of  her  life  were  spent 
in  perfecting  her  work  on  earth,  in  implanting  in  her  daugh- 
ters" hearts  the  passionate  devotion  of  her  own.  She  could  no 
longer  show  her  love  for  her  husband,  but  she  wa.s  free  to 
lavish  her  affection  on  her  daughters,  and  the  charm  of  this 
life  of  close  communion  between  mother  and  daughters  was 
all  the  sweeter  because  it  had  begun  -^o  late. 

The  little  scruples  of  a  too  .sensitive  atTertim  weighed  upon 
her,  as  upon  all  generous  natures,  like  remorse.  Iler  chil- 
dren had  not  always  known,  she  thought,  the  love  which  was 
their  due,  and  she  tried  to  atone  for  aH  these  imaginary 
wrongs;  they  felt  her  exquisite  tenderness  in  her  constant 
thought  and  care  for  them.  She  would  fain  have  sheltered 
them  in  her  heart,  and  nestled  them  beneath  her  failing  wings, 
given  them  in  one  day  the  love  that  they  should  have  had  in 
those  days  when  she  iiad  negleited  them.  Her  soul  was  full 
of  remorse,  which  gave  a  fervent  wannth  to  her  words  and 
caresses;  her  eyes  dwelt  fondly  on  her  children  before  the, 
kind  tones  of  her  voice  thrilled  their  hearts;  her  hand 
seemed  alwavs  to  be  stretched  out  in  benedicticm. 

The  hosjiitalitv  of  the  Maison  Claes  liad  come  to  an  end 
after  the  first  splendid  effort ;  Balthazar  never  gave  another 
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iiiill  on  the  aniiivLTtiary  of  liis  niarriago,  and  ?aw  no  visitors; 
ilic  house  wa.s  quietiT  than  ever,  hut  this  occasioned  no  sur- 
iiris<'  in  Douai,  for  Mine.  Chics'  illness  was  a  sutlicicnt  reason 
ill  itself  for  the  chanire.  The  debts  had  been  i)aid.  and  this 
iiad  [)ut  a  stop  to  jro-sip,  and  durinjr  the  forcijrn  occupation 
"f  Flanders  and  the  war  of  the  Hundred  Days  the  chemist 
.v;is  completely  forfjotten.  F'or  two  years  Douai  was  almost 
lU  a  state  of  siege,  occupied  in  turn  by  French  troops  or  for- 
rii:n  soldiers;  it  became  a  city  of  refupe  for  all  nationalities 
and  for  peasants  obliged  to  fiy  from  the  open  country-;  people 
iivid  in  fear  for  their  property,  and  even  in  terror  of  their 
lives;  and  in  such  a  time  of  cahimity  and  anxiety  no  one  had 
a  thought  to  spare  for  others.  The  Abbe  de  Solis  and  his 
ii'jdiew,  and  the  two  Pierquins,  were  Mme.  Claes'  only  vis- 
itors. 

The  winter  of  18 14- 18 1.5  was  a  long  and  most  painful 
a^'ony  for  her.  Her  husband  seldom  came  to  see  her.  He  sat 
with  her  after  dinner,  it  is  true,  for  a  few  hours;  but  she 
had  not  sufficient  strength  now  to  keep  up  a  long  conversa- 
tion; and  when  he  had  repeated  two  or  three  remarks,  which 
!ii'  never  varied,  he  sat  beside  her  without  speaking,  and  the 
(lisMuil  silence  in  the  parlor  was  unbroken.  The  only  breaks 
ill  this  drear-  luonotony  were  the  evenings  when  the  Abbe 
il'-  Solis  and  his  nephew  came  to  the  Maison  Claes.  The  old 
Abbe  played  backgammon  with  Balthazar;  while  Marguerite, 
-'■ated  at  her  mother's  bedside,  talked  with  Emmanuel.  Mme. 
•  'aes  smiled  on  their  innocent  happiness,  and  would  not  let 
tiit'in  see  how  sweet  and  how  painful  it  was  to  her  aching 
(i-art  to  feel  the  fresh  breath  of  the  dawn  of  love  ir>  the  words 
tliat  they  let  fall.  The  tones  of  the  two  young  voices,  so  full 
'  f  charm  for  the  lovers,  almost  broke  her  heart;  she  surprised 
a  glance  of  com[)rehension  exchanged  between  them,  and 
iiifiiiories  of  her  youth  and  the  happy  pa.<t  brought  her 
lights  to  the  present,  and  she  felt  all  its  bitterness  to  the 
1  as  she  lay  there  like  one  already  dead.  Rmnianuel  and 
Marguerite  instinctively  divined  her  sulfcrings.  and  ddicacv 
"'■  feeling  led  them  to  check  the  sweet  playfulness  of  love  lest 
it  should  add  to  her  pain. 
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\o  one  as  yrt  .-t'cins  tn  liavc  dix-nvirctl  tlial  our  sontiinonts 
have  a  life  of  their  own,  ami  take  their  cliaractor  from  tho 
cirriimstancis  wliiili  lmvo  thciii  hirth:  the  jjlaccs  in  whicli 
thi'v  iTiithcrcd  strcHL'tli.  the  thoii,<:hr.~  that  tilled  our  minds  at 
the  time,  inlliience  their  develojiment  and  l<'ave  their  impress 
upon  them.  There  is  a  love  like  that,  of  Mme.  ("laes.  passion- 
ate in  its  l)e<iiiininLrs  and  i)a>-ionate  to  the  end:  tliere  is  a 
love,  on  which  evervthinj.'  smili  -  from  the  outset,  that  never 
loses  the  .i^lad  freshness  of  its  morning:,  and  reajis  its  harvest 
of  happiness  amid  lau-rhter  and  rejoiein;:;  hut  there  is  also 
a  love  earlv  enveloped  in  .adness  or  surrounded  hy  misfor- 
tune, its  [)leasnres  are  painful  and  dearly  hou<:ht.  snatched 
amid  fears,  endiittered  hy  remorse,  or  clojrjied  with  despair. 
This  love  in  tlie  depths  of  their  hearts,  which  neitlK^r  Mar- 
jzuerite  nor  Kminanuel  reeo!,'nized  as  yet,  this  feelini:  that  had 
been  awakened  in  a  niome'it  i>f  stillne>s  and  silence  heneath 
the  dusky  roof  of  the  picCiie  -rallery,  in  the  presence  of  the 
austere  old  Ahhe,  was  tin.L'cd  with  somethin,ir  of  the  sober 
twilifrht  hues  of  its  earliest  surroundings;  it  was  pravo  and 
relic-ent.  hut  full  of  suhtle  shad"-:  of  sweetness,  and  furtive 
jov>  over  which  they  linixered  in  secret  as  over  stolen  grape:^ 
sna.tdied  in  some  vineyard  nook. 

Beside  this  hed  of  ]>ain  they  never  dared  to  jrive  expression 
to  their  thouj.dits.  and  all  uncoTi>ciously  their  emotion  gath- 
ered stH'ngth  because  it  was  rejiressed  in  the  dei)lhs  of  their 
hearts,  and  only  revealeil  itser  in  their  care  for  t!ie  invalid. 
It  seemed  to  KmmaiMiel  that  this  drew  them  more  closely  to- 
<rether,  and  that  he  was  already  a  son  to  Marguerite's  mother; 
though  ins;ead  of  the  sweet  language  of  lovers  he  received 
oidy  sad  >;rateful  thanks  from  Marguerite.  Their  sighs  of 
l!api)iness  as  they  exchanged  L'-lances  were  scarcely  distin- 
guishable from  the  sighs  diawn  from  them  by  the  -;ight  of  the 
mother's  suiTering;  their  brief  moments  of  felicitv,  implied 
confessions,  and  unspoken  proinisi-;.  moments  when  their 
hearts  went  out  toward-  eacli  >ilh.T.  stiiod  out,  like  the  Al- 
loL'ories  pninteil  b\  Kai>hael.  agaiii-t  a  dark  backirround.  Kaeh 
felt  a  trust  and  contidi-nce  in  the  other,  though  no  words  had 
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■n  said  :  tli.v  felt   tliat  tli 


.l.irk  f 


OIKl 


HiiKl   could 


f  sun  still  shone,  lliouu'h  iiravv 
had  ;:atlu'rcd  overhead,  and  t  hev  knew  n"i  what 
xatter  them:  the  future  seemed   doni)il'iil 


troulile    Would    doir   th 


per- 


tMU   all    their    lives.    >o    thev 


amonir  the  irlooniv  ^had 


■Shall  we  finish  the  day  tom'tl 


ows  without   dann;,'  to  as 


ler.' 

\v\,  heneath  the  ten(ierness  that  Mme.  flat's  .-IxAvrd  t',,r  Iwt 
ihililren.  there  la\  conrealed  otiier  thou;:hts  to  which  .-lie 
v,n\,\y  retuse<l  to  li^en.  lier  ehildivn  never  caused  her  ap- 
(avhensions  and  terror;  they  were  her  comfort,  hut  thev  were 
ii"i  iier  life;  she  lived  for  them,  hut  -he  ua-  dvin;:  f(u-  Hal- 
liia/ar.  Painful  thouirh  ii  mi,>:ht  he  for  her  to  iiave  her  hiis- 
l.aiid  hy  her  side,  ai)>ent  in  thoiiLrht  for  whole  hour<.  to  re- 
i.iv.'  an  unseeing  <rlance  from  time  to  time,  yet  she  was  m- 
cM^^cious  of  her  sufTerinj^s  so  lonjr  a-  he  was  with  her.  Jial- 
1  hazards  indifference  to  his  dyin<:  wife  would  have  -eeriied  un- 
j.irdonable  *■>  anv  stran<:er  who  chanced  to  witness  it.  hut 
Mnie.  Claes  and  her  dau<:hters  were  so  used  to  it,  and  under- 
■^■"od  him  so  well,  that  they  forirave  him. 

II  .Mnie.  Claes  had  some  dan.irerons  seizure  in  the  course 
"I  the  day,  if  she  felt  worse  or  seemed  to  be  at  the  point  of 

'('■ath.  Claes  was  the  one  person  in  the  lious<'.  or  iiid 1  in  the 

whole  town,  who  did  not  know  that  the  wife  who  lia.l  on.v 
i"cii  .so  passionately  loved  was  in  (lan.irer.  Lemulipiinier 
!^^ew  it.  but  Felicie  and  Maruuorite  had  been  forbidden  bv 
^'i-ir  mother  to  speak  to  Chies  of  her  illness. 

Mine.  Claes  was  happy  when  she  heard  liis  fonf.teps  in  the 
J'iriiire  -rallery  as  lie  crossed  it  on  his  way  to  dinner;  she  was 
■i'"'Ut  to  SCO  him,  she  summoned  all  her  strenirth  to  m(>et 
:!"■  cominji  Joy.  The  color  rushed  to  the  pale'  face  of  the 
''vni.i:  woman  as  he  entered,  >lie  almost  looked  as  -he  had 
:"in  wont  to  do  in  healtli ;  the  man  <A'  sci(mce  <'ame  to  her 
I'd-ide  and  took  her  hand  in  his.  and  never  saw  her  as  .he 
'•'■iny  was:  for  him  alone  she  was  always  well.  In  replv  to 
'!^-.  'ilow  are  you  to-day.  dear  wife-""  -he  woi.M  an-wer, 
■■i'>efter.  dear!"  and  he  in  his  preoccupied  mood  readilv  he- 
^  ■  vcd  her  when  she  .-poke  of  gettin.L'  u]*  a.L^ain.  of  heinir  (jiiite 
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well  tn-iuorruu-.  Uv  was  s(j  alKstnietcd  tliat  lie  ru>vpr  saw 
that  thfrc  wa.s  aiiytliiii;,''  scriou.-ly  wroiii:  witii  liis  wife,  and 
thoii^iil  tlu'  (liscasf  of  wliicli  slio  was  (lyiiii:  was  soiiif  pass- 
ing: ailment.  Kvrry  one  clsi'  knew  that  slic  was  dyin^',  bul 
for  him  she  was  full  (if  life. 

This  year  >aw  the  husband  and  wife  completely  severed. 
Claes  slept  in  a  distant  room,  lived  in  his  laboratory  or  study 
from  morniii;:  till  nij,dit,  and  never  saw  Tepita  save  in  the 
presence  of  his  daughter,'?  and  the  few  friends  of  the  house 
who  came  to  visit  her.  He  had  learned  to  do  without  her. 
The  two  who  had  once  shared  every  thouudit  drifted  further 
and  further  a[iart;  the  moments  of  close  communion,  of  raj)- 
ture,  of  e.xjtansion.  which  are  the  life  of  the  heart, .came  seldom 
and  more  seldoin,  and  the  rare  moments  of  bliss  ceased  alto- 
gether, li  physical  suireringhad  not  come  to  her  aid  and  filled 
up  the  empty  days,  the  anguish  of  her  isolation  might  have 
killed  Josephine,  but  she  was  dying.  She  was  sometimes  in  such 
terrilile  pain  that  she  was  glad  that  he.  whom  she  never 
ceased  to  love,  was  not  there  to  be  a  witness  of  her  sutTerings. 
And  f(.r  the  part  of  the  evening  that  Balthazar  spent  with 
lier,  she  lay  watching  him,  feeling  that  he  was  happy  after  his 
fashion,  and  this  happiness  which  she  had  jjrocured  for  him 
she  made  her  own.  This  meagre  satisfaction  must  suffice 
for  her  now:  she  no  longer  asked  if  she  was  beloved;  she 
strove  to  believe  it,  and  went  softly,  fearing  that  this  thin 
sheet  of  ice  should  give  way  and  her  heart  and  all  her  hopes 
should  be  drowned  in  the  dark  depths  that  yawned  beneath. 

Nothing  ever  happened  to  break  the  monotony  of  the  days; 
the  disea.-e  that  wasted  Mine.  Claes'  strength  perhaps  con- 
tributed to  the  apparent  peace,  for  her  affection  could  only 
play  a  passive  part,  and  weakness  made  it  easier  to  wait  and 
endure  jjatiently.  The  year  181 G  opened  under  these  gloomy 
conditions. 

In  the  last  days  of  PVbruary  came  the  sudden  shock  which 
brought  the  angelic  woman,  who.  so  the  .\bbe  de  Soils  said, 
was  almost  sinless,  to  the  grave.  The  blow  came  from  Pier- 
quin. 
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IIo  watchoil  for  an  opportunity  wlicn  the  two  girls  were 
sntlii'icntly  far  away  to  whisper  in  her  car.  ''Maflamo,  M.  Claes 
has  coimMissioncd  uw  to  borrow  throe  hundred  thousand 
francs  on  his  estates;  you  must  take  measures  to  secure  your 
(  liildrcn's  property."' 

Mriic.  fhics  (lasped  her  hands  and  raised  her  eye.s.  She 
I  hanked  the  notary  liy  a  kindly  inclination  of  the  head  and 
h\  a  sad  smile,  which  touched  I'ienpiin.  The  words  were  like 
the  stab  of  a  knife;  th(>y  killed  I'epita.  The  rest  of  the  day 
-he  spent  with  the  painful  thoughts  that  swelled  her  heart ; 
-he  felt  like  some  traveler  who  has  walked  .steadily  and 
hravely  along  the  dizzy  brink  of  a  precipice,  till  some  pebble 
slips  from  under  his  feet.  and.  losing  his  balance,  he  at  last 
falls  headlong  into  the  depths.  As  soon  as  the  notary  left 
!hc  house,  Mine.  Claes  asked  .Marguerite  for  writing  materials, 
and  summoned  all  her  strength  to  write  her  final  directions 
and  requests.  Many  times  she  stopped  and  looked  up  at  Mar- 
guerite; the  time  for  making  her  confidence  had  come. 

Marguerite  had  taken  her  mother's  place  as  head  of  the 
household  during  this  illness,  and  had  more  than  realized  the 
living  woman's  hopes  of  her.  Mme.  Claes  feared  no  longer 
for  the  family  she  was  leaving  under  the  care  of  this  strong 
and  loving  guardian  angel;  she  should  still  live  on  in  Mar- 
guerite. Both  the  women  doubtless  felt  that  there  were  sad 
secrets  to  be  told  ;  whenever  the  mother  glanced  at  Marguerite, 
the  girl  looked  up  at  once,  and  tht^  eyes  of  both  were  full  of 
I'ars.  Several  times,  as  Mme.  Claes  laid  down  the  pen,  Mar- 
irnerite  had  begun,  "Mother?  .  .  ."  and  had  broken  off 
heiause  her  voice  failed  her;  and  her  mother,  absorbed 
'!!  her  last  thoughts,  did  not  hear  her  entreaty.  .\t  last  the 
!■  »tcr  was  finished  ;  and  ^farguerite,  who  had  held  the  tajier 
while  it  was  sealed,  turned  away  to  avoid  seeing  the  direc- 
lioii. 

"You  can  read  it.  my  child  1"  the  dying  woman  said,  with 
a  heart-rending  tone  in  her  voice. 

Marguerite  watched  her  mother's  fingers  as  she  wrote,  For 
v:ij  daughter  Marguerite. 


'Jill 


I 


112 


THK  Ql  KST  OF  TIIK   ABSOM'TR 


"I  will  n  ■>!  now."  ^Iic  ;i(i(li'il.  [)iittiii,i,'  the  lottor  under  hor 
|)i!l<iw.  ".111(1   ilitii  we  will   talk." 

She  fell  liack  (111  her  pillows  as  if  exhausted  by  the  effort 
slic  had  just  made,  and  .sl('|)t  for  several  hours.  When  she 
awoke,  all  her  children  were  kneelinj?  around  her  in  fervent 
praver.  It  wa.-  a  'riiiir.-day;  (iaiiritd  and  Jean  had  just  oonie 
lioiiie  I'nini  -ciiool ;  Kniinaniiel  de  .S(dis — who  for  the  pa.«t  six 
month-  iiad  Keen  one  of  the  masters  tliere,  teaehin^  history 
and  philoxiphy- -had  eome  with  them. 

"Dear  children,  we  must  iiid  each  ntlier  farewell,"  she 
cried.  "Vou  are  all  with  me  to  the  last,  and  he  .  .  ." 
She  did  not  finish  tlie  .-enteni(\ 

"M.  Emmatnul,"  .-aid  .Mari:uerite,  who  saw  the  deathly 
pallor  of  her  mother's  face,  "will  you  tell  our  father  that 
juamma  is  much  worse?" 

Younj;  de  Soli-  wciit  np  to  the  lahoratory,  and  through 
Lemukpiinier's  jrood  ollices  saw  Balthazar  for  a  moment;  the 
chemist  heard  the  younji  nian's  urgent  entreaties,  and  an- 
swered, "I  am  coming." 

"Mv  friend,"  Mine.  C'lacs  said  when  Emmanuel  returned 
from  this  errand,  "will  you  take  my  two  hoys  away,  and  ask 
your  uncle  to  come  to  me?  I  must  take  the  last  sacraments, 
1  think,  and  I  should  like  to  receive  them  from  his  hand." 

When  she  was  left  once  more  with  the  two  girls  she  made 
a  sign  which  Marguerite  understood.  I-Ydicie  waa  sent  away, 
and  the  mother  and  daughter  were  alone. 

"I  had  something  to  say  to  you,  mamma  dear."  .said  Mar- 
guerite, who  did  not  realize  how  ill  her  mother  was.  and 
knew  nothing  of  the  shock  which  Pierquin's  ill-advised 
revelation  had  given  her.  "I  have  been  without  money  for 
hoii-ekee}iing  e\])en^es  thes(>  ten  days  past,  and  the  servants' 
wages  have  not  been  jiaid  for  six  months  T  have  twice  made 
up  my  mind  lo  ask  papa  for  the  money,  and  both  times  my 
courage  failed.  You  do  not  know  what  b.is  happened.  .\11 
the  wine  in  tlie  cellar  and  the  pictures  in  the  gallerv  have 
been  sold " 

"lie  has  not   .-a  "   a   word  about   it  to  me!"  cried   Mme. 
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riao.5.     "God  is  takinfr  u\i-  to  Hinist-lf  in  time,  but,  oh!  my 
[inor  cliildrcn,  wliat  will  iiccoint'  of  voii?" 

She  spent  a  k'w  inoinonts  in  fervent  prayer;  remorse 
?piiiH'(l  to  plow  in  her  eyes. 

"Marjriierite,"  she  went  on,  (lrawin<r  the  sealed  envelope 
from  its  hidin<,'-placf,  "if.  when  1  am  dead,  you  should  (•v<'r 
!if  hroufrht  to  misery,  that  is  to  say.  if  yon  sIkuiM  want  bread, 
Mi.n  open  tliis  letter  and  read  it.  Marguerite  (h'ar,  love  your 
father,  hut  take  care  of  your  sister  and  Itrothers.  In  a  few 
>\iiy>,  perhaps  in  a  few  hours,  you  will  be  tlie  head  of  the 
li'Mise!  Be  very  careful;  and,  Marguerite,  it  nuiy  very  likely 
ii,ipj)en  that  you  will  have  to  op[)ose  vnur  father's  wishes; 
f<T  he  has  spent  lar<re  sums  already  on  this  etfnrt  to  learn  a 
Miivt  which,  if  discovered,  will  make  him  famous  and  hrini^ 
hmi  enormous  wealth,  and  he  is  sure  to  want  monev  ajiain: 
[■erhaps  he  will  ask  you  for  money:  and  then,  while  ynu  must 
remember  that  you  are  the  sole  e-uardian  of  those  wlmse  in- 
terests are  committed  to  your  care,  you  must  never  for;ret 
uhat  is  due  to  your  father,  to  a  irreat  nuin  who  is  spendinij 
liiuiself,  his  wealth,  and  his  whole  life  in  a  ta<k  which  will 
make  his  family  illustrious,  and  you  must  pive  him  all  a 
•hiuphter's  tenderness.  He  would  never  wronir  his  children  in- 
tentionally; he  has  such  a  noble  heart;  he  is  so  <rood,  so  full 
"f  love  for  you;  yon,  who  are  left,  will  see  him  a  kind  and 
:;f'ctionate  father  once  more.  These  thimrs  must  he  said, 
Mar^nierite,  now  that  I  am  on  the  brink  of  the  -rrave.  Promise 
t'le.  my  child,  that  you  will  fdl  my  j)lace.  if  you  would  make 
!t  easier  for  me  to  die;  promise  that  you  will  never  add  to 
-'iir  father's  troubles  by  a  sin^de  re})roacli,  that  you  will 
never  judsre  him  harshly!  In  short,  you  must  be  ;i  trentle 
and  induljrent  mediator  until  your  task  is  finished,  until 
V'.iir  father  once  more  takes  his  place  as  bead  of  the  familv." 

"1  understand,  dearest  mother."  said  MarL'ucrite.  as  she 
!.i-sed  the  dyin<j  woman's  red  evelids.  "I  will  do  as  vou 
ni-h." 

"And  you   must  not   marry.  darliiiLT.  until   (Jaliriel   is  old 
en'Mijrh  to  take  your  place."  Mine.  Claes  went  on.     'if  vou 
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Wen'  marrit'll.  yimr  liiisbaiul  vorv  likely  would  not  shnro  your 
ftrliii^'s;  lie  ini^'lit  inakf  troublv  in  the  family,  and  hara«)fl 
Vdur  fatlitT." 

Miir^Micritt'  looked  into  her  mother'-  eye:*  and  said,  "TIavc 
ynii  no  other  eounsels  to  give  me  with  regard  to  my  mar- 
ria^'e  r" 

"Do  you  h(>,-itato,  dear  child?"  Uriked  the  dying  mother  in 
alarm. 

"\o,"  she  answered  ;  "I  promise  to  obey  you." 

"Poor  ehild!"  said  her  mother,  as  she  shed  hot  tears,  "I 
eould  not  bring  myself  to  saerifiee  myself  for  you,  and  now 
I  am  asking  you  to  saerifiee  yourself  for  them  all.  Flappi- 
ness  makes  us  selfish.  Yes,  Marguerite,  I  was  weak,  l)eeause 
1  was  happy.  You  must  be  strong;  you  must  think  for  the 
rest,  and  so  act  that  your  brothers  and  your  sister  shall  never 
reproacli  me.  Love  your  father,  and  do  not  thwart  him 
.     .     .     more  than  you  can  help." 

Her  head  fell  back  on  the  pillow,  her  strength  had  failed 
her,  she  could  not  say  another  word.  The  struggle  between 
the  wife  and  the  mother  had  exhausted  her.  A  few  moments 
later  the  Abbe  de  Sol  is  and  his  assistants  entered  the  parlor, 
and  the  siTvants  crowded  in.  The  Abbe's  presence  recalled 
Mme.  Claes  to  herself,  and  as  the  rite  began  she  looked  about 
her,  seeking  Balthazar  among  the  faces  about  her  bed. 

"Where  is  the  master?"  she  asked  in  a  ))iteous  tone,  which 
sent  a  thrill  of  horror  through  those  assembled:  her  whole 
life  and  death  seemed  to  be  summed  up  in  that  cry.  Martha 
hurried  from  the  room,  and,  old  as  she  was,  ran  up  to  the 
laboratory,  and  knocked  loudly  at  the  door. 

"Monsieur,"  she  cried,  in  angry  indignation,  "madame  is 
dying !  They  are  going  to  administer  the  sacrament,  and  are 
waiting  for  you." 

"I  am  coming  down  directly,"  said  Balthazar. 

Leimilquinier  appeared  a  moment  later,  and  said  that  his 
master  was  al)out  to  follow.  Mine.  Claes  never  took  her  eyes 
from  the  door  all  through  the  ceremony,  but  it  was  over  be- 
fore Balthazar  came.     The  Abb6  de  Solis  and  the  children 
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Its 


w.To  standiii;,'  U  ^\<h  the  bed,  a  flu>a  faiiu'  .vor  th.'  dying 
uoiiian's  faro  at  the  siglit  uf  her  hii!il)ini(l,  tlu'  far-^  rolled 
(in\v'<  hrr  chooks, 

HVrr  you  on   the  point  of  dcroni posing  nitrnyenf  she 
a>kr(l  with  an^'.'lic  ?uwtn«vs,  that  sent  a  thrill  through  those 

.lliollt    hiT. 

••I  hav(>  fiono  it!"  h.'  crif.i  triumphantly.  "Xitrogen  U 
[•artly  (•omj)ns..(l  of  oxyp-n,  lartly  of  <(.n  ■■  imponch-rahh'  suh- 
Manw  which  to  all  appearance  i^  he  essential  principle 
of "  '  ' 

lie  suddenly  stopped,  interrupted  by  a  murmur  of  horror, 
nhiih  brought  him  to  his  senses. 

"What  was  it  that  they  .old  me?"'  he  began.  "Arc  you 
nally  worse?     .     .     .     What 'las  happened  ?" 

'•This,"  said  the  .\l)be  de  Solis  indignant Iv  in  RalthazarN 
ear.  "this— your  wife  is  dying,  and  you  Iiave  killed  her!"  and 
without  waiting  for  an  answer,  ihe  .Abbe  took  Emmanuel's 
arm  and  left  the  room.  t!ie  children  went  with  him  across  the 
I'Mirtyard.  Balthazar  >tood  for  awhile  as  if  thunderstruck; 
!ii'  giized  at  his  wife  with  tears  in  his  eyes. 

"Vou  are  dying,  and  1  have  killed  you?"  he  cried.  "What 
ili'ts  he  mean  ?" 

"Dear,"  she  answered,  "your  love  was  my  life,  and  when 
.ill  unconsciously  you  ceased  to  lo\e  me,  my  life  ceased  too." 

The  children  had  conir  back  again;  Claes  sent  them  away, 
.•m.l  sat  down  by  his  wife's  pillow.  "Have  I  ever  ceaa-d  to 
!'Vr  you  for  one  single  moment?"  he  asked,  taKing  her  ha.nd, 
and  pressing  it  to  his  lips. 

•i  have  no  reproaches  to  make,  dearest.  You  have  m  ide 
nu'  very  happy,  too  happy  indeed  :  for  the  contrast  betwr.ii 
;'!'•  <nrly  days  of  our  marriage,  which  were  .«o  full  (Z  joy,  an(i 
r}<o<,>  last  years,  when  you  have  no  longer  been  vonrself.  am] 
^'ic  days  have  been  so  empty,  has  been  more  than  T  could 
'"■ir.  Our  inner  life,  like  our  physical  life,  has  its  vital 
-prings.  For  the  past  six  years  you  have  Ix'en  d.-ad  to  love, 
'■'  vour  family,  to  all  that  mak.'s  the  happiness  of  fe.  I  am' 
■"■t  thinking  of  the  joy  and  bliss  which  are  the  appanage  of 
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VDiitli,  iiinl  iiiii-l  (isi-r  with  vdiilh.  Iiiit  whnli  leaves  hiluiul 
lliriii  til''  l'i'iiil>  "HI  win  li  till'  -iiiil  !i\r-  ul'iiTWjiids.  an  iin- 
hi)iin<lc(i  I  oiiliiliiicc  ai'il  -Weil  f-lalili-li' 'I  ii>rs  ;  ym  lia\r  de- 
privcd  nil' (if  all  tlh-c  -dlan  -  of  i  ln'  at'tci-  Iiiiic  All!  well,  it 
is  tiiiii'  I'nr  nil-  \n  '^<>;  tin-  i-  iint  a  htV  t",'jitln'r  in  any  m'IIso; 
Mill  lia\''  liidilrii  Nuiir  lliiiULrlits  am!  ywr  aitinn-  frdiii  mo. 
How  lan  Mill  lia\('  ((itiic  t"  IVcl  alrahl  nj'  iih'V  Have  I  ever 
rcpniaclird  ym  In  ".'otiirc,  nr  wnid.  i>r  d'ld?  Wi-U,  and  yuii 
have  sold  \nur  mnainini.'  |ii<liin's,  ymi  !ia\('  cvm  sold  the 
will!'  ill  the  rcllar,  ami  Vdii  liavc  hru'iiii  tu  Imrniw  muiicy  ii,sn\n 
nil  vulir  |ii(iiii  Tty.  without  a  word  (d'  all  this  to  me  I  Oh,  I 
am  ahoiit  to  take  leiue  (d'  life,  and  I  am  sick  of  life!  If  you 
make  mistakes,  if  in  striviiiLT  after  the  impossihle  you  lose 
siiiht  of  everylliinj;  »'Ise.  ha\e  1  not  shown  that  there  was 
enoufxli  love  in  my  heart  to  liiid  il  -weet  tn~hareyoiir  errors,  to 
he  always  hy  your  side.  e\en.  if  need  he.  in  the  jtaths  of  crinie? 
Vou  have  loved  me  only  loo  well,  therein  lies  my  j,dory  and 
my  misery.  This  illness  heiraii  Ioul'  a:.'o.  Balthazar;  it  dates 
from  the  day  when  you  fir.-t  made  it  clear  to  nip,  here  in  this 
room  whii'e  I  am  ahoiit  to  die,  that  the  claims  of  science  were 
stron^ir  than  family  tics.  .\n(l  now  your  wife  is  dead,  and 
you  have  run  throu<:h  your  fortune.  Your  fortune  and  your 
wife  were  your  own  to  dispose  of ;  hut  when  I  >hall  he  no  more, 
all  my  property  will  pass  to  your  children,  and  you  will  not 
he  ahle  to  toiicli  il.  What  will  heeotne  of  you?  !  must  tell 
you  the  truth,  iiul  dyini:  eyes  se<>  far.  \ow  that  I  am  l'ouc, 
what  will  eounterhalaiice  this  accursed  passion,  which  is  a.s 
stroiiL'-  in  you  as  life  itself?  If  I  have  tieen  sacrifieed  to  it, 
your  children  will  count  for  very  little;  for.  in  justice  to  vou, 
I  must  allow  that  I  came  lirst  with  you.  Two  millions  and 
six  years  of  toil  have  l)eon  thrown  into  that  hottomlcss  pit, 
and  you  have  discovered  nothinL' " 

Claes'  white  head  sank;  he  hid  his  face  with  his  hand. 

"Vou  will  digcover  nothinir  hut  shame  for  vourself  and 
niisory  for  your  cliildren."'  onntinuod  the  dyinj:  woman.  "Al- 
ready they  call  you  Tlaes  the  .Mchemist  ;'  a  little  later,  and 
it  will  he  'Clacs  the  Madman!'     As  for  ni".  1  heliove  in  you; 
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s  and  iiiailnos.    (ilory  i-  ihc  -uii  of  ilic  d.'ad  ;  yours  will 


the  fatr  of  all  j.'ri'aliic>s  hen'  on  ranii;  vou  will  k 


now  no 


.ippiiif 


as  loii^  as  \oii  li\i' 


am  L'oiii''  Mow 


I  i 


jov  of  vour  fan 


ic 


winch  wiMiii 
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-I    lia!)|)llic; 


lavr  consoled  nil-  for  my 


ia\t' 
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had 


ami  >■!,  to  .-wccicii  ihc 


•1  ciTtain  that   mv  childi 
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Itllt 
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crncss  of  death,  lot 


ircaii  1 


ithazar. 


■  Ill- — 


Not! 


M'cnri',  mv  dear 


llMt 


can 


give  mc  jicacf  of  mind,  not  evea 


I  swear,"  said  ('hie.-,  "to- 


il .  I  ri  I 


No,  (h'ar,  do  not  .wear,  lest  you  should  fail  to  ki'op  your 

she  said,  iiilerruptin^'  him.    "it  was  your  diitv  to  pro- 

t  us,  and  for  nearly  seven  years  you  haw  failed  "to  do  so. 


icnce  IS  vour  life.     ( 

j|(ln 


iroat  men  should  have  neither  wifi 


n  ;  they  should  tread  the  paths  of 


I'  nor 


luiserv  alone :  their 


riucs  arc  not  those  of  coinmonphifv  people,  such   men  as 
u  holonn;  to  the  whole  world,  not  to  one  woman  and  a  sinHe 


.iiiiii 


y.  You  are  like  those  preat  trees  which  exhaust  th„ 
I  round  aimut  them,  and  I  am  the  poor  field-plant  heside 
iii.it  can  never  rear  its  head  so  hij;h:  I  must  di<'  hefore  half 
'IIP  life  is  spent.     1  have  waited  till  mv  last  hour  to  tell 


these  horrihle  truths,  which  have  1 


M'en  revealed  to 


me  in 


:ii;l'uis 


h  and  despair.     Have  pity  on  our  children  !   Aijain  and 


in,  until  my  last  si^h,  I  entreat  vou  to  I 


uive  jiity  on  our 


Til 


dr(«n,  that  so  my  words  may  find  an  echo  in  voiir  heart 
wife  of  yours  is  dead,  vou  see.     SI 


owlv  and 


as  starved  for  lack  of  afTecti 


!i    for   the  cruel    kindne? 


;:radua 


llv 


.•hich 


ion  and  happinc 


.Mas 


you    have    involuntarilv 


ii"«ii  me. 


I, 


could  I  have  lived  so  lonp?     But   the  poor  chij- 


■n  !    They  have  never  failed 


me:  tliev  have  l' 


.Town  wi 


th  th( 


'wth  of  my  sorrows,  and  the  mother" has  outlived  the  wife 
i^''  pity,  have  pity  on  our  childnn  I" 
■i.ennilquinier!"  Balthazar  thundered. 


The  old  -crvant 


liurried  into  the  room. 


u[)  and  hreak  evervtl 


and  everytlung  else.     Be  careful  how  v 


linL'  to  pieces,  all  the  rTi.'ichinerv, 


ou 


do   it,   hut   do  it 
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thoroufrlilv !     ...     I  will  havi'  nothing  more  to  do  with 
science  I"  lie  said,  turning  to  his  wife. 

"It  is  too  late,"  she  said  with  a  glanco  at  Lomulquinier. — 
"Margnerite!"  she  moaneil.  feeling  that  death  was  near.  Mar- 
guerite stood  in  the  doorway,  and  gave  a  sharp  cry  as  she 
met  her  mother's  eyes  and  saw  the  ghastly  pallor  of  her  face. 

'•.Marguerite  I"  the  dying  woman  cried  again.  This  last 
word  she  ever  .-poke,  littered  with  a  wild  chemencc,  seemed 
like  a  solemn  sinnmons  to  her  daughter  to  take  her  place. 

The  rest  of  the  family  hurried  in  alarm  to  the  hedside.  in 
time  to  see  her  die.  Mme.  ("hii's'  life  had  ehln'd  away  in  the 
final  effort  «he  had  made.  Balthazar  and  .\rarguerite  sat  mo- 
tionh'ss,  she  at  the  head,  and  he  at  the  foot  of  the  hed.  The 
two  who  had  hest  known  her  goodness  and  inexhaustihle  kind- 
ness could  not  helieve  that  she  was  reallv  dead.  The  glance 
e.xchanged  hetween  father  and  daughter  wa,"  freighted  with 
many  thought^;  she  judged  her  father,  and  her  father 
trend.led  already  lest  his  daughter  should  he  the  instrument 
of  vengeance,  ^femories  crowded  upon  him.  memories  of  the 
love  that  had  filled  his  lif(>.  and  of  her  whose  last  words 
seemed  to  carry  an  almost  sacred  authority  which  had  so 
stamped  thr m  on  his  soul  that  it  seemed  as  if  he  must  for 
ever  hear  theni  ringing  in  his  ears;  hut  Balthazar  mistrusted 
himself,  he  doubted  whether  he  could  resist  the  spirit  which 
possessed  him.  he  felt  that  the  impul.-es  of  remorse  had  grown 
weaker  already  at  tlie  fir'^t  menaces  of  a  return  of  his  pas- 
sion, and  he  was  afraid  of  himself. 

When  Mme.  Plaes  was  gone,  evi^ry  one  felt  that  she  had 
heen  the  life  and  soul  of  the  ^faison  Tlaes.  and  that  now  that 
soul  was  no  more.  .\nd  in  the  house  itself,  where  her  loss 
was  felt  to  the  full,  the  parlor  where  the  nohle  Joseyihine  still 
seemed  to  live  was  kept  shut:  nobodv  had  the  heart  to  enter 
it. 

Society  does  not  feid  called  upon  to  practise  the  virtues 
which  it  fireaihes  to  individuals:  it  offends  hourly  (thouL'h 
oidy  in  word-)  ;iLMins!  il-  own  eanon<:  a  jeif  prepares  tln' 
way  for  base  actions,  a  jest  brings  down  anvthing  beautiful 
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to  ("xocTation :  an 
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!icn  >'(■'.' t\,  having'  said  its  sav,  diverts 


itM'lf  bv  wt'i^liin<:  tlio  dead,  scaiVfly  yet  cold,  in  its  balance. 

(»n  the  evening  of  tiie  day  wlien  Mine.  Ciaes  died  her 
friends  discussed  her  over  their  whist,  dropped  flowers  on  her 
hiinb  in  a  pau.se  while  the  cards  were  dealing,  and  paid  their 
niliuto  to  her  noble  character  while  sorting  hearts  and  spades. 

Tlien,  after  the  usual  lugubrious  coiniuonplaces,  whieii  are 
;i  kind  of  preliminary  vocal  exercise  in  .social  lamentation, 
and  which  are  uttered  with  the  same  intonations  and  exactly 
tlie  same  amount  of  feeling  all  over  France  at  everv  hour  of 
day,  the  whole  chorus  proceeded  to  calculate  the  amount 


Mme.  Claes' 


property. 


I'ierquin  opened  the  discussion  by  pointing  out  that  the 
lamented  lady's  husband  had  made  her  life  so  wretched  that 
'Lath  was  a  happy  release  for  her.  and  that  it  was  a  still 
L^reater  blessing  for  her  children.  She  would  never  have  had 
.-Jitlii  iont  firmness  to  oi'ipose  tlu-  wishes  of  the  husband  whom 
adored,  but  now  her  fortune  had   passed   out  of  Clae 


ha 


nds.  One  and  all  began  forthwith  to  reckon  the  probable 
aniount  of  poor  Mme.  Claes'  fortune,  to  calculate  ht^r  savings 
I  had  she,  or  had  she  not,  managed  to  put  anything  by?),  and 
nin.de  out  inventories  of  her  jewels,  and  ransacked  her  draw- 
■  rs  and  her  wardrobe,  while  her  lM^reav(>d  family  were  yet 
kneeling  in  prayer  and  tears  by  her  bed  of  death. 


!n 


With  the  e.X'pcrienced  eye  of  a  sworn  valuer,  rienjuin  took 
the  situation  at  a  glance,  lie  was  of  the  oi)inion  that  all 
Mme.  riaes'  projierty  might  be  "got  together  again"  (to  use 
hi<  own  expression),  and  should  amount  to  something  like 
llfteen  hundred  thousand  francs.  A  large  part  of  this  was 
:■  presented  by  tin'  forests  of  Waignies;  that  property  had 
n-i  n  enormously  i,.  value  in  the  last  twelve  vears,  and  he 
i'i.ide  a  rapid  computation  of  the  probable  value  of  the  trees 
I'f  all  ages  from  the  old(>st  to  the  youngest.  If  that  was  not 
-lilllcient,  Balthazar  had  probably  enough  to  "cover"  the  chil- 
'ir'  n's  ( laims.  Mile.  T'lae-;  was.  therefore,  still,  in  his  peculiar 
])iiras(  olog)',  a  girl  "worth  four  hundred  thousand  francs." 


'1 
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"But  if  sIio  (!;)('>  not  marry  pretty  soon,"  ho  addod,  "M. 
Clacs  will  mill  iii-  (''ildrcn;  he  is  just  the  man  to  d  )  it.  It 
she  were  married  -he  would  he  omaneipated  from  hor  father's 
control,  and  could  compel  him  to  sell  the  forest  of  Wai.irnies, 
to  divide  it  amon<r  tlii'in.  and  to  invest  the  shares  of  the 
minors  in  siicli  a  way  that  their  father  could  not  touch  them." 

Kvery  one  Ijcjran  to  suir^^'st  the  names  of  various  youii>^  men 
of  the  province  who  mi^dit  a-pire  to  the  hand  of  MPe.  Ciaes, 
hul  no  one  llatlered  the  notary  so  far  as  to  include  him  in  the 
li.'^t.  I'ieniuin  raised  >o  many  ohjectiuns  to  a!!  tlio  proposed 
suitor~,  and  considered  none  of  them  worthy  of  Mariruerite, 
that  the  cfunpany  e.xciian^rod  si,<:nilicant  smiles,  and  amused 
themselves  i)y  teasing'  the  notary,  prolonjrinjr  the  process  in 
jirovincial  fa-hiun.  To  Pienjuin  it  seemed  tliat  Mme.  Ores' 
death  was  likely  to  assist  his  cause,  and  he  already  hegan  to 
out  u[)  tlie  dead  for  his  own  lu'iiefit. 

"That  LTood  lady  yonder,"  said  he  to  himself,  as  he  went 
home  that  ni<rlit.  "was  a<  proud  as  a  peacock  ;  she  would  never 
have  a!u)wed  me  [o  marrv  a  ilaughter  of  hori?.  Eh!  eh!  hut 
if  1  play  my  cards  well  now.  why  should  I  not  marry  the  girl? 
Old  ("lacs  has  carhon  on  'h(>  brain,  and  does  not  care  what 
heoomes  of  his  children  -.if  I  ask  him  for  his  dau<:hter,  as  soon 
as  1  have  convinced  Mr.rirui'rite  that  she  must  marry  for  her 
brothers"  and  sister's  sake,  he  will  be  -rlad  enough  "to  b<<  rid 
of  a  girl  who  may  give  bin;  a  L'dnd  deal  of  trouble." 

Fie  fell  asleep  in  the  midst  of  his  meditations  on  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  match.  <o  attractive  to  him  on  so  many 
grounds,  a  marriage  whii  h  ha(h'  fair  to  secure  his  complete 
happiness.  It  would  have  been  hard  to  find  a  more  delicately 
lovely  or  a  lietter  bred  girl  in  ibe  province.  Marcriierite  was 
as  modest  and  graceful  as  the  fair  flower  which  Emmanuel 
had  n(^t  dared  to  mention  before  her.  lest  he  should  reveal 
the  secret  wishes  of  his  heart.  She  had  religious  principles 
and  instinctive  pride:  his  honor  would  Im'  safe  in  her  keeping. 
This  marria^re  would  not  onlv  i^ratify  the  vanity  which  enters 
more  CM-  Ic--  into  every  man'<  choice  df  ;i  wife,  but  the  notar\''s 
pride  W(uilrl   be  satisfied:  an  alliance  with  a  twice-ennobled 
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f,.inil_v,  which  boiv  one  of  the  most  distinguijihod  names  in 
1  iijinhrs,  would  rollect  lustre  upon  hitii. 

Thf  -vry  lu'xt  inoniing  rinquin  wci  t  to  his  strong  box,  and 
•ill  11.. •  drew  sovoral  notes  of  a  thousand  francs  each,  which 
!i.'  [iressed  on  Baltha'ar,  in  order  to  spare  his  cousin  any 
1'.  i!v  pecuniary  annoyances  in  his  grief.  Bahhazar  would  no 
'!"uiit  feel  touched  by  the  delicate  attention,  and  speak  of  it 
!'■  Ill-  (laughter  with  an  accoiupaiiying  panegyric  on  the  good 
Mi.i'itics  of  the  notary  and  hi>  kin(liie>s  of  heart.  Hut  Hal- 
lii.i/.ir  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  Neither  M.  ("laes  nor  his 
'iiughier  saw  anytliing  extraordinary  in  tiiis  action;  they 
^wTr  >o  taken  up  with  their  grief  that  they  scarcely  gave  a 
lii-iight  to  Pienjuin.  Indeed,  Balthazar'.s  despair  was  so 
/I'Mt  that  those  who  had  been  dispo.-ed  to  blame  his  previous 
(.'iiduct  now  relented  and  forgave  him,  not  (»n  the  score  of  his 
ilc\otion  to  science,  but  because  of  the  tardy  remorse  which 
\vrii!,i  never  repair  the  evil.  The  world  is  (juite  satisfied  with 
giMiiaces;  it  takes  current  coin  without  inquirinj,'  loo 
I  iinmisly  whether  or  no  the  metal  -s  base;  the  sight  of  pain 
li.is  a  certain  dramatic  interest,  it  if  a  sort  of  enjoyment  in 
."nsideration  of  which  the  world  is  prepared  to  pardon  everv- 
i!,inL%  even  to  a  criminal.  The  world  craves  .sensation  so 
i'.ii:er!y  that  it  absolves  with  equal  readine.-s  those  who  move 
i!  !"  laughter  or  to  tears,  without  demanding  a  strict  account 
"!'  ilie  means  employed  in  either  case. 

Marguerite  had  just  completed  her  nineteenth  year  wlien 
i:'  r  father  intrusted  the  management  of  the  household  into 
!i.  r  hands;  her  brothers  and  sister  rememlxTed  that  their 
n:nfher  in  the  last  moments  of  her  life  had  bidden  them  obex 
•ill  :r  oldest  sister,  and  her  authority  was  dutifully  recvignizeij. 
II'T  delicate,  pale  face  looked  paler  still  by  contrast  with  her 
iiKHirning,  as  its  sweet  and  patient  expression  was  enhanced 
I'v  sadness.  From  the  very  first  it  was  abundantly  (  ."idimt 
tl.at  she  possessed  the  womanly  courage,  the  fortitude,  and 
'"iHtant  serenity  which  ministering  angels  surely  bring  to 
'lif^ir  task  of  healing,  as  they  lay  their  <rreen  palm  branches 
'•n  aching  hearts.    But  although  she  had  early  understood  the 


IL'2 


THE  QT'EST  OF  THE  ABSOLUTE 


(liiti«s  laid  iip'M)  her,  iiml  had  accustomed  herself  tn  hide  hor 
sorrow,  it  \va,-  none  the  less  dee|);  and  the  serenity  of  her  face 
was  little  in  keepin;:  with  the  vehetnenee  of  her  fj:rief.  It 
was  to  lie  a  part  of  her  early  experience  to  know  the  |)ain  of 
repressin^^  the  sorrow  and  love  with  which  the  heart  over- 
flows; henceforward  the  >:eneroiis  in>tincts  of  youth  wore  to 
he  (iirl)cd  continually  at  the  hiddiiiL:  of  tyrannous  necessity. 
After  her  niothi^rV  death  she  found  herself  involved  at  once 
111  intricate  problems  where  serious  interests  were  at  stake, 
and  this  at  an  a.<.'e  when  a  irirl  usually  thinks  of  nothinjj  but 
pleasure.  The  hard  di>cipline  of  pain  has  never  been  lacking 
for  an<r('lie  natures. 

A  love  which  has  vanity  and  <rreed  for  its  twin  snpportors 
is  the  most  stubborn  of  passions.  Picnpiin  meant  to  lose  no 
time  in  surroundinir  the  heiress.  The  family  had  scarcely 
put  on  mourniiii:  when  he  found  an  opportunity  of  speakintr 
to  Mariruerite :  and  liciran  his  operations  with  snch  skill,  that 
she  mii-dit  well  have  been  deceived  liv  his  tactics.  But  love 
had  brouirht  a  faculty  of  clairvoyance,  and  Maru-nerito  was 
not  to  be  deceived,  althouudi  i'ienpiin's  ^'ood-natnrc,  the 
pood-natnro  of  a  notary  who  shows  his  affection  I)v  savinsi 
his  client's  money,  irave  some  appearance  of  truth  to  his 
specious  sentimentalities.  The  notary  felt  strong  in  his  hazv 
relationship,  in  his  acipiaintance  with  familv  secrets  and 
bii-incss  alfairs.  in  the  esteem  and  friendship  of  ^farguorite's 
father.  The  very  abstractedness  of  that  father,  who  was  not 
likely  to  fiirni  any  projects  for  his  daughter's  .settlement  in 
life,  made  for  PiiTquin's  (aiise.  He  thought  it  (jnito  impos- 
sible that  >rargnerite  could  have  any  predilection,  and  sub- 
mit tecl  his  suit  to  her.  though  he  was  not  clever  enough  to 
disguise  beneath  the  flimsy  veil  of  feigned  passion  the  in- 
terested motives  that  had  led  him  to  scheme  for  this  alliance, 
which  are  always  hateful  to  young  souls.  Fn  fact,  they  had, 
changed  ])laccs;  the  notan-'s  revelation  of  selfishness  was 
artless,  and  Marguerite  was  on  her  guard;  for  lie  thouirht 
that  be  bad  to  do  with  a  defenceless  girl,  and  had  no  regard 
for  the  i)rivi leges  of  weakness. 
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U])  and  (\itwn 


the  [jatlis  in  the  little  ^Mrden,  "voii  know  my  heart,  and  vou 
know  also  how  I  shrink  from  intruding'  on  voiir  <rrief  at  such 
a  moment.  I  ou;zht  m.t  to  he  a  notary,  I  am  far  loo  sensi- 
ii\e:  I  have  such  a  feelini?  heart:  l)Ut  I  am  alwavs  forced  to 


on   prosaic  (jue.stions  of  interest   when    1 


would 


icld  to  the  softer  emotions  which   make  life  happv.      1 
rv  painful  to  me  to  he  co 


fain 
t   is 


uluc 

licllK 


mpelled  to  speak  to  vnu  nf  matters 

1  niust  jar  upon  your  [iresent  feelings;  hut  it  cannot  bo 

e  constantly  been   in   my  thouj:hts  for  the 


•d.     ^ 


ou 


hav 


p:i-t  few  days.     I  liave  just  discovered. 
that  your  brothers"  and  your  sister's 
"wn.  are  imperiled.     It  rests  with  y 
fnim  utter  ruin." 


t)v  a  curious  chance, 


ort  lines,  and  e\ 


en  vour 


ou  to  save  your  family 


'What  oucrht  we  to  do?"  she  asked,  somewhat  al 


these  remarks. 
"Vou  should  marrv,"  a 


armed  at 


"I  shall  do  nothing'  of  tl 


nswored  Pierquin. 


•You  will  niarrv,"  ret 


kind,"  she  e.xclaimod. 


urned  the  notarv.  -'after  mature  re- 


lliction  on  the  critical  condition  of  your  affairs 
"How  can  mv  marriaw  save  us  from- 


That  was  what  I  was  waitin-:  to  1 


III. 


•Mi 


irrni;,'e  emancipates  a  girl 


lear.  cousin,"  he  broke 


Why  should  I  he  emancipated?"  asked  Mar<ruorite. 


put  you   in  pos.'^ession  of  your  ri,i:!it~.  mv  dear  littk 


■MSI 


n,"  replied  the  notary,  witl 


event  you  would  take  vour  share  of 


an  air  of  triumpli.    "In  that 


am! 


befo 


vour  mother'; 


re  you  can  take  vour  sha 


:irtune 


vv 


'•r  property   must 


.'"••   "■•"    '""^    _.T,,,    .-u.iir,   !  1-1    [irojierrv    must    t)e 

I'l'iidated,  and  that  would  mean  a  forced  sale  of' the  forest 


•  f  Waii: 


nie 


That   once   settled,   all   tl; 


e   capital    won! 


ffuardian.  to 


realized,  and  your  father  would   be  bound,  a 

invest  your  sister's  share  and  your  brothers'  in"  such  a  wav 

I'lat  chemistry  tould  not  touch  it." 

••And   supy)ose   that   none   of   these   thi 
tli'ii?"  asked  she. 

"Why,  in  that  case."  > 
.liiminister  the  estate,     li 


ri'' 


tappen — what 


,;,! 


ii<!  the  notarv.  •'•your  fatlier  would 
lie  lake.-  it  into  his  lu^ad  a'/ain  to 
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make  pohl.  tlioro  is  nothinp  to  prevent  !iim  from  selling  the 
forest  of  \Vai>.Miies.  and  leaving,'  you  all  as  bare  as  shorn 
latnlis.  The  forest  of  Waifriiies  is  worth  ahout  fourteen  hun- 
dretl  tlioM.-and  franc-  at  this  moment.  Imt  your  father  may 
cut  down  ever\-  stick  of  tiiidier  any  day.  and  the  thirteen  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  will  not  fetch  three  liundred  thousand 
francs.  This  is  almost  sure  to  happen;  and  would  it  not 
Ix-  wiser  to  prevent  it  hy  raising:  the  (piestion  at  once,  hy 
cmaneipatinLT  yourself  and  demandin;,'  your  share  of  the  in- 
heritance!-' Vou  would  save  in  other  ways;  vour  father  would 
not  fell  the  timber  a.<  he  otherwise  would  do  from  time  to 
time,  to  your  ]ireju(iice.  Just  now  chemistry  is  dormant,  and 
of  course  liv  would  inve-t  the  nifiney  realized  bv  the  sale  in 
consols.  The  funds  are  at  fifty-i'.ine.  so  the  dear  children  would 
hav<  very  nearly  five  th(ju>and  livres  of  interest  on  fiftv 
til  -and  francs.  Besides,  as  it  is  ille<:al  to  spend  a  minor's 
our  brothers  and  sister  would  find  their  fortune 
•y  the  time  they  came  of  age.  Now,  on  the  other 
word  I  .  .  .  There  you  have  the  whole  ])0si- 
.  Xot  only  so.  but  your  father  has  dipped 
ily  iTito  your  mother's  property;  and  when  the  in- 
rnade  ^.ut,  we  >liall  see  what  the  deficit  amounts  to. 
-  a  iialince  owin<r.  you  can  take  a  mortgage  on  his 
!  s«\'    -  'luething  in  that  way." 

-aid  Marguerite;  '"that  would  bo  an  insult 

IS  not  s.    long  since  my  mother's  last  words 

I  slioiiM  have  forgotten  them  already.    My 

of  robbing  his  children."  she  add.'d,  with 

eyes.     "You  do  not  know  him,  M.   Fier- 
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hand. 

tinn  ' 
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ve 

If     lie 

lai  !s. 
Foi 

i  .  my 

were  I 

her 

ter  ' 

(juin." 

"Hi! 


name 
■r. 
d. 
nea 


SU! 


'.  my  dear  cousin,  that  your  father  betakes 
himself  to  ,   ujnistry  again " 

"We  should  be  ruined,  .-bould  we  not?" 

"Oh!  utterly  ruined!  IV'lievc  me.  Marguerite."  he  said, 
talking  her  hai..i  and  pressing  it  to  his  lu'art ;  "believe  me. 
I  should  fail  in  uiv  diitv  if  I  did  not  urge  this  course  upon 
vou.     Your  inteiestc  alone " 
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'•.Monsieur,"  returned  Marguerite  eoolly,  as  she  withdrew 
luT  hand,  "the  real  interests  of  my  family  demand  that  1 
>hould  not  marry.     Tliat  was  my  mother's  deei.-ion." 

"Cousin !"  he  cried,  with  the  conviction  of  a  man  of  busi- 
ness wlio  sees  a  fortune  sciuaiidercd,  "you  are  rushing  on  your 
i/uii  destruction;  you  might  as  well  tling  your  mother's  money 
into  the  water.  .  .  .  Well,  for  you  I  will  show  the  devo- 
ur m  of  the  warm  friendship  I  feel  for  you.  You  do  not  know 
li'iw  much  I  love  you  ;  I  have  adored  you  ever  since  I  saw  you 
on  the  day  of  the  last  ball  that  your  father  gave.  You  were 
(harming!  You  may  trust  the  voice  of  the  heart  when  it 
.speaks  of  your  interests,  dear  Marguerite.     .     .     ." 

There  was  a  moment's  silence;  then  he  went  on,  "Yes,  we 
will  summon  a  family  council,  and  euuincipate  you  without 
Consulting  you  about  it." 

"But  what  does  'enumcipation'  mean?" 

"It  means  that  you  will  come  into  possession  of  your 
rights." 

"Then,  if  I  can  be  emancipated  in  this  way,  why  would 
>i»u  have  me  marry?     .     .     .     And  to  whom?"" 

Pierquin  did  his  best  to  look  tenderly  at  his  cousin,  but  the 
expression  of  his  face  was  so  at  variance  with  the  hard  eyes 
that  usually  only  grow  el()(|uent  over  money,  that  Marguerite 
fancied  she  saw  an  interested  motive  in  this  afTectionate  ira- 
pmrnptu. 

"You  should  marry  a  man  whom  you  cared  for  .  .  . 
in  your  own  circle.  .  .  ."  he  got  out.  "You  must  have 
•!  husband,  if  it  were  only  to  manage  your  business  affairs. 
^iMi  will  be  left  face  to  face  with  your  father:  and  can  vou 
ii"ld  your  own  against  him,  all  by  yourself?" 

"Yes,  monsieur;  1  shall  find  means  to  defend  ray  brothers 
nd  sister  when  the  time  comes." 

"i'lague  take  the  girl !"  thought  Pierquin  to  himself.  AInnd 
!"■  said,  "No;  you  will  never  be  able  to  stand  out  against 
him." 

"l/'t  us  say  no  more  about  it."  she  replied. 

■'Good-bye,  cousin.     1  siiall  do  my  best  to  .'^erve  you  in  spite 
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of  yourself:  I  shall  show  you  how  iiuich  I  Iovp  vou  by  pre- 
venting a  iiii-l'urliuic  uiiich  <v.Ty  on<'  in  the  town  fon'st'es.'" 

"Thank  you  for  the  intcn'st  you  take  m  uu\  hut  I  hci:  of 
you  neither  to  say  nor  do  anything  that  can  give  my  fatlier 
the  slightest  annoyance," 

Marguerite  thougiit  fully  watehed  PifTquin's  retreating 
figure,  and  (•••uld  not  iielp  ii)iii|)aring  liis  nieiallii'  vcice.  his 
nianiiers,  supjije  as  steel  springs,  his  ghirieos,  which  expressed 
servility  ralher  than  gentleness,  with  the  mute  revelation 
of  Eninianuers  feelings  towards  her,  which  impressed  her 
as  music  or  poetry  might. 

In  every  word  we  speak,  in  every  action  of  our  lives,  there 
is  a  strange  magnetic  power  which  make-;  itself  felt,  and 
which  never  (K'ceives.  'J'he  glances,  the  tones  of  the  voice, 
the  lover's  impassioned  gestures,  can  he  imitated;  a  clever 
actor  may  perhap-  deceive  an  incvperieiiced  girl,  but  to  be 
successful  he  should  liave  the  n^ld  to  himself,  ff  there  is 
another  soul  which  vil)ratcs  in  unison  with  every  feeling  that 
stirs  her  own.  will  she  not  soon  find  out  the  ditference  between 
lo\e  and  its  semblance?  Fmmanuel  at  this  moment,  lik'e 
Marguerite  herself,  was  under  the  intluence  of  the  clouds 
which  had  gathered  about  then:  ever  since  that  first  meeting 
in  the  picture  gallery:  the  blue  heaven  of  love  was  hidden 
from  their  eyes.  He  had  singled  her  out  for  a  worship  which, 
from  its  very  hopele-sness.  was  tender,  mysterious,  and  rev- 
erent in  its  manifestations.  Socially  he  was  too  far  beneath 
Mile.  Clues  to  hope  to  be  accepted  as  her  husband:  he  was 
poor,  and  had  nothing  but  a  noble  name  to  offer  her.  Then 
he  had  waited  and  waited  for  some  slight  encouragement, 
which  Marguerite  would  not  give  him  beneath  tiu>  eves  of  a 
dying  mother. 

Kijually  pure,  they  had  not  as  yet  spoken  a  word  of  love. 
Their  joys  had  been  the  secret  joys  which  unhappy  souls  must 
peri.)rce  linger  over  alone.  The  same  hope  had,  indeed, 
thrilled  tbeni  bnth,  but  they  hail  trembled  and  remained 
apan  :  ihev  seenid  [,,  f,.;ir  themselves,  conscious  fh;it  ear'b 
belonged  too  surely  ;,,  the  other.   Euuiiauuel,  therefore,  feared 
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fo  touch  with  his  lips  tin-  Iiand  of  the  sovorcipn  lady  whom 
lu'  liad  cnshrint'd  in  his  iirart.    The  slij:lit(<st  oarclcssrontact 
UMiild  havi-  hrouixlit  sikIi  an  iiiloxicatioii  of  dcliirlit  tliat  his 
M'nsos   would   have   hcen   tifyoiid    liis   control;   ho  would   no 
lon^'cr  havo  liocn  niastcr  of  hi  nisei  f.     But  if  they  had  never 
I  \i'hanf,'cd  the  sli;.'ht  yet  si^rnificant,  the  innocent  and  solemn 
tokens  of  love  which  even  the  most  timid  lovers  permit  them- 
-clves,  each  dwelt  no  less  in  the  other's  heart,  and  hoth  knew 
liiat  they  were  ready  to  make  the  ^'reatest  sacrifices,  the  only 
pleasures   that   they  could   know.      Kver  since    Mme.    Claes' 
il.  ath  the  love  in  the  depths  of  their  hearts  had  been  shrouded 
in  mournin^r.     The  ^doom  in  which  they  lived  ha<l  deepened 
into  niifht,  and  every   ray  of  hope  was  (|uenchcd   in   tears. 
Mariruerite's  reserve  had  chan<red  to  somethin-:  like  coldness, 
fir  she  felt  hound  to  keep  the  vow  which  her  mother  had 
ilrMianded  of  her;  and  now  that  she  had  more  lihertv  than 
formerly,  she  he(  anie  more  distant.     Kmmanuel  had  "shan>ii 
in  her  mourning,  feeling  with  his  heloved  that  the  least  word 
or  wish  of  love  at  such  a  time  would  he  treason  again.st  the 
>overeign  laws  of  the  heart.     So  this  pa~~ionate  love  was  hid- 
den away   more  closely   than   (\er.     Tlu'  two  .souls   were  in 
UTii-^on.  but   .sorrow  had   ,.Miie   between   them   and  .separated 
Miem  as  efTectiially  a>  the  timidity  of  \outh  and  re^^peet   for 
til"  sufferings  of  her  who  was  now  dead;  yet  there  was  still 
left  to  them  the  matrnili(ent  language  of  the  eves,  the  mute 
'  loipiencc  of  self-.sacrifice,  the   knowledge  that   on^  thought 
ilways  pos.sessed   them    both     -ubiime   harmonies   of   vouth, 
''le  first  steps  of  love  in  its  infancy. 

Kmmanuel  came  every  morning  for  news  nf  riaps  and  of 
Marguerite,  but  he  never  came  info  the  dining-room,  where 
I  he  family  now  sat.  unless  he  brought  a  letter  from  Gabriel, 
■r  Ralthazar  invited  hWu  to  enter,  Xumberless  svmpafbetic 
'houghts  were  revealed  in  his  first  glatue  at  the  girl  bef<u-e 
''•1111 ;  the  reserve  that  eompellei]  him  to  assume  a  conven- 
tional demeanor  harassed  him;  but  he  n'sjieeted  it.  ainl 
-hared  the  sorrow  which  caused  it.  an. I  all  the  dew  of  iiis 
t'ars  was  shed  on  the  heart  of  his  beloved  in  a  ghuice  un- 
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ppoilt'd  ],y  aiiv  jiflcr-tli'Mi^'lit.  He  livfd  su  evidently  in  the 
present  inoinent.  lie  set  such  lii;;!'.  value  on  a  liapjixiess  which 
ho  th()ii;,'ht.  <o  tleetiii^,  ihat  Mar^nierite's  heart  sometimes 
smote  her.  and  she  told  herself  that  she  was  unirenerous 
not  to  hold  0)11  her  hand  and  say.  "Let  us  In*  friends." 

I'ier(|iiin  still  eontinued  his  itiipnrtnnities  with  the  ohsti- 
nm  y  which  is  the  patii'nce  of  dulness,  posses-'  d  hy  one  idea. 
Me  jiirljred  Marjriierite  l»y  tlie  ordinary  rules  of  tho  multitude 
when  jud<.'in,u'  of  women.  He  iniajjined  that  when  the  word> 
"marriap'."  "liherty,"  and  "fortune"  had  heen  let  fall  in  her 
hearing,'  they  would  take  root  in  her  mind,  and  sprinjr  up  and 
blossom  into  wishes  which  he  could  turn  to  his  own  advan- 
tage, and  he  chose  to  think  that  her  <()ldnes9  was  nothing 
but  di.ssimulation.  But  in  spite  of  all  his  polite  attentions, 
he  was  an  awkward  actor;  he  sometimes  furgot  his  part,  and 
assumed  the  despotic  tone  of  a  man  who  is  accustomed  to 
ma'-'e  the  final  decision  in  all  serious  fpi(\<tioii<  relating  to 
family  life.  For  lur  benefit  he  repeated  consoling  platitudes, 
the  prnfession;i'  comiiionphites  wlii^  li  creep  like  snails  over 
a  sorrow,  and  leave  behind  rhem  a  track  of  barren  words 
that  profa'  e  the  sanctity  of  grief.  His  tendi'rncss  was  simply 
cajolery;  he  dropp'  d  his  T  iirned  melancholy  a;  tho  door  when 
he  put  on  his  overshoes  and  took  up  his  umbrella,  lie  took 
advantage  of  the  privileges  which  his  long  intimacy  with  the 
Maison  Claes  had  given  him,  using  them  as  a  means  of  ingra- 
tiating him.seir  with  the  rest  of  the  family  to  bring  Mar- 
guerite to  make  a  marriage  which  was  already  talked  of  in 
tho  town.  So,  in  strong  contrast  to  a  true  hearted,  devoted, 
and  respectful  love  was  opposed  its  selfish  and  calculating 
semblance.  The  characters  of  both  men  were  in  harmony 
with  their  manner.  Tho  one  feigned  a  passion  which  ho  did 
not  feel,  and  seized  on  every  least  advantage  that  gave  him  a 
hold  on  JIarguorite;  the  other  concealed  his  love,  and  trem-. 
bled  lest  his  devotion  should  be  too  apparent. 

Some  time  after  her  mother's  death,  and,  as  it  happened, 
in  one  day.  Marguerite  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the 
two  men  whom  she  was  in  a  position  to  judge,  for  she  was 
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mnipcll.'d  tn  live  in  a  social  s.ilitudf  wlii.li  iikkI.'  Iin-  miu-- 
.^—il.l."  to  am  ulio  migiit  haw  tiiouglit  of  a^kiw^  iicr  in 
marria^t'. 

<»ii..  day.  after  hrrakfast,  on  on.'  of  the  sunniest  niornings 
"(  >:\r\\  April,  KMiinaniifi  ciiancfd  to  call  just  as  M.  Tiaes 
was  ^oinj;  out.  Mallhazar  found  liis  own  house  alMio.-t  un- 
ciidurablf,  and  spent  a  lar^^.  part  of  the  day  in  walking'  about 
iii>'  ramparts.  Krniiianuel  turned,  as  thou^'li  he  meant  to 
l"llovv  Halthazar.  hesitated,  seeni.'d  to  pither  up  his  coura^'e, 
^'lanced  at  Marf,nierite,  and  stayed.  .\Iar;.'uerite  f..|t  sure 
ihat  lie  wished  to  .<peak  with  her,  and  asked  him  to  ^'o  into 
I  III-  garden:  she  .^ent  Felieie  to  sit  with  Martha,  who  was 
"Wiw^  in  the  ante-(  hand)er  on  m  upper  Moor,  and  then  seated 
liersclf  on  a  garden  seat  in  full  view  of  Iut  sister  and  the  old 
liuciina. 

"M.  Claes  is  as  much  absorbed  by  his  jiricf  as  he  used  to  be 
I'.v  w.-ionce,"  said  the  younp  man  as  ho  watvhed  ISalthiuar 
i  e m^'  slowly  across  the  court.  "Hwry  one  in  Douai  is  sorry 
t''>r  him;  he  goes  about  like  a  man  who  has  not  got  his  wits 
about  him;  he  suddenly  stops  short  without  a  reason,  and 

L'azes  about  him  and    ees  nothing " 

"Kvery  one  expresses  sorrow  in  a  difTerent  wav,"  said 
-M.irguerite,  keeping  back  the  tears.  -What  did  voii"  wish  to 
>ay  to  me?"  she  a  Ided,  with  cold  dignity,  after  a  pause. 

"Mademoiselle,""  p:mmanuel  replied  in  an  unsteadv  voice, 
'•!  -^carcly  know  if  I  have  a  right  to  speak  to  vou  as  I  am' 
'Iji'ut  f  do.  Please,  think  only  of  my  d»'sire  to  serve  you, 
ind  bell,  ve  that  a  scliool  master  may  be  "so  much  interested  in 
'lis  pupils  as  to  feel  an.xious  about  their  future.  Your  brother 
'.il'riel  is  over  fifteen  now:  he  is  in  the  second  das.;  it  is 
■■•I rely  time  to  think  about  his  probable  career,  and  to  arrange 
'lis  course  of  study  accord inirl v.  The  decision  rests  of  course 
"ith  your  father,  but  if  he  gives  it  no  thon-!it.  it  mav  b.-  a 
-^■nous  matter  for  Gabriel.  And  yet  it  would  be  a  mortifica- 
!"'n  to  your  father,  would  it  not,  if  vou  i-oinL-d  out  to  him 
!liat  he  was  neglecting  his  son?  So,  as  thinsrs  are.  could  vou 
not  yourself  consult  Gabriel  as  to  his  inelinatious,  and  help 
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liiiii  In  cliniisc  ,1  (•()iii--c  (if  >luilv  >i>  tiial  if  ymir  father  at  a 
later  (lay  .-linuh!  u  i^li  liiiii  \n  ■  :  er  the  eivil  service  or  to 
make  a  Mildier  nf  him,  (iahriel  will  he  prepareil  for  his  post 
hy  a  .-iiM-ial  traiiiin;.'?  I  am  sure  thai  neither  you  nor  M. 
Chies  weiijil  wish  tn  hriiii,'  i'})  (iabriel  in  jilh  iie-s " 

■•()h,  11(1 1"  said  Mar;.'uerite.  "Thank  yi.u.  M.  Kmmanuol, 
you  ;ire  (juite  ri^iit.  When  our  mother  liad  us  taught  how- 
to  make  lace,  and  took  such  pains  with  our  drawing,  sewing', 
music,  and  emhroidery,  ^he  often  said  that  we  could  not  tell 
what  iiiiLrht  haiiiieii.  and  that  we  niu-t  bi'  lu-ejiareil  for  every- 
ihinLT.  (Jahriel  ouuht  lo  have  resounes  within  himself,  so  he 
niii.  t  have  a  tliorouizh  education,  liut  what  is  the  best  career 
f(.)r  a  man  I(j  choose ''" 

Kmmanuel  trembled  with  haiijiiiiess.  "Mademoiselle,"  ho 
said,  "(iabriil  is  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  matliematiou ; 
if  he  were  to  ent(T  the  Ecole  pi)|yteclinii|Ue.  1  feel  sure  that 
lie  would  aciiuire  practical  kiiouledLTe  there  which  would  be 
useful  to  him  afterwards  all  throiiLrli  his  life.  He  would  be 
free  to  choose  a  career  after  his  own  inclinations  after  he  left 
the  Kcole,  and  y(Ui  would  have  grained  time  without  binding 
him  down  to  any  prounamnie.  Men  who  di-tin^niish  them- 
selves there  are  always  souirht  after.  Diplomatists,  schohir.s, 
administrators.  en,i,Miu'er>.  ^lenerals.  sailors,  niairistrates. 
manufacturers,  and  bankers  are  all  e(hicated  at  the  Ecole. 
So  ii  is  notliitiLT  at  all  extraordinary  that  a  yourifr  man  be- 
lon^'iim  to  a  ^M'eat  or  wealthy  family  should  study  to  cpialify 
for  admission.  If  (iabriel  -lioiild  make  up  his  mind  to  this, 
I  would  ask  voe  .  .  .  will  vou  u'rant  me  my  request? 
Sav.  Yes." 

"What  is  it  r 

"Let  me  be  his  tutor?"  he  said  nervously. 

MarLMicrite  looked  at  M.  de  8olis,  then  she  took  his  hand 
and  said.  "Yes." 

She  was  silent  for  a  monient.  tlien  she  added  in  an  unsteady 
voice : 

"How  much  I  value  the  delicacy  which  has  led  you  to  offer 
something  that  1  can  accept  from  you.     In  all  that  you  have 
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ill  his  eyes;  he  was  ovfrcoine  by  the  ijciiu'lit  nf 
to  her. 

"I  will  briri^'  them  both  to  sec  you,""  he  went  on  when  he 
■laij  recovered  his  self-pos-cssion.  "To-mnrrnw  is  a  holiday." 
Ill'  rose  and  took  leave  of  Martrii.ritf.  who  >hortly  followed 
iiiiii  to  the  house:  as  he  crov-cd  the  court  he  still  saw  her 
-landing:  hy  tin-  dinin;r-room  door,  and  '-eceived  a  last  friendly 
sign  of  farewell. 

After  dinner  the  notary  came  to  call  on  M.  Cla.  -.  Mar- 
.LHierite  and  her  father  were  out  in  the  i^ardeii,  and  Pieniuin 
took  up  his  position  between  them  on  the  very  bench  where 
iiiiimanuel  had  sat  that  morning. 

"My  dear  cousin,"  ho  said,  addressing  Balthazar.  'T  have 
eome  to  talk  about  business  to-night.  Fortv-two  days  have  now 
elapsed  since  your  lamented  wife's  demise " 

"I  have  not  noticed  Imw  the  time  went,""  said  Claes,  brush- 
ing away  a  tear  that  ros(>  at  the  technical  term  doui^p. 

"Oh  I  monsieur."  cried  Marguerite,  with  a  glance  at  the 
lawyer,  "how  can  you  ?" 

"Rut,  my  dear  Marguerite,  we  lawyers  are  obliged  to  con- 
sider the  Hunts  of  the  time  prescribed  by  law.  This  matter 
more  particularly  concerns  you  and  your  co-heirs.  All  M. 
("laes'  children  are  under  ag<',  so  within  fortv-five  days  of 
Ills  wife's  demise  he  is  bound  te»  have  an  inventory  made  out, 
-'  as  to  a,scertain  the  value  of  the  estate  they  held  in  common. 
How  are  we  to  find  out  if  ■'  i-  solvent  or  no,  and  whether 
tlKTc  is  enoiigli  to  satisfy  the  minors"  claims?" 

^^arguerite  rose. 

"Do  not  go  away,  cousin."  said  Pienjuin  :  "this  matter  oon- 
■  rns  you  as  well  as  your  father.  You  know  how  deeply  I 
feel  your  grief,  but  you  must  give  your  atttmtion  at  once  to 
WwM^  requirements  of  the  law.  olherwiv,.  you  mav  both  get  into 
serious  trouble.  I  am  simply  d(jing  my  duty  as  legal  adviser 
to  the  family." 
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"He  is  quiic  ri^'-lit,"  tfaid  Claes. 

"The  time  fxiiiros  in  twn  day-."  I'ii'r([iiiii  cnntimiod,  "and 
I  iiiiist  set  to  v.drk  to-niormw  to  maki'  out  tlic  iuvciitorv,  if  it 
is  only  to  i)o<t[)one  the  payiiK  iit  of  Icirafy  duty  which  tho 
Treasury  will  demand  very  diortly.  'Vhp  Treasury  is  not 
disturbed  by  eoiujiunetion.  and  has  no  bran  :  it  sets  its  elaws 
in  us  at  all  sea.sons.  So  my  rlrrk  and  1  will  conio  here  every- 
day from  ten  to  four  with  M.  Ua])arlifr  the  valuer.  As  soon 
as  we  have  finished  here  in  the  town,  we  will  po  into  the 
eountrv.  We  can  talk  about  the  forest  of  Waiirnies  by  and 
bv.  So  that  is  settled,  and  now  let  us  turn  our  attention 
to  another  point.  We  must  call  a  family  council,  and  appoint 
a.  jruardian.  M.  f  myncks  of  Bru^'-es  is  yoiir  nearest  living 
relative,  but  be  unluckily  has  become  a  Bcl.irian  citizen.  You 
oufrht  to  write  to  him,  cousin,  and  find  out  whether  the  old 
gentlenuin  has  any  notion  of  settling  in  France;  he  has  a 
fine  j)ro]ierty  on  this  side  of  the  frontier;  and  yon  might 
perhaps  induce  him  and  his  daughter  to  niove  into  French 
Flanders.  If  he  d(>clines  to  make  a  change,  I  will  see  about 
arranging  for  a  council  of  some  of  the  nearer  remaining  rela- 
tions." 

''What  is  the  use  of  an  inventory?"  asked  Marguerite. 

"To  find  out  how  the  property  stands,  and  ascertain  the 
assets  and  debt^.  When  it  is  all  clearly  scheduled,  the  family 
council  takes  such  ste{)S  as  it  deems  necessary  on  behalf  A 
the  minors " 

"Pierquin."  said  Claes,  as  he  rose  from  tho  garden-seat, 
"do  anvthing  that  you  think  necessary  to  protect  my  chil- 
dren's interests,  but  spare  us  the  distress  of  selling  anything 
that  belonged  to  tny  dear  wife " 

He  did  not  finish  the  sentence,  but  he  spoke  with  so  much 
dignitv.  there  was  such  deep  feeling  in  his  tones,  that  Mar- 
guerite took  her  father's  hand  in  hers  and  kissed  it. 

"1   will  return  to-morrow,  then."  sid   Pierquin. 

"Come  and  breakfast  with  us."  said  Balthazar.  Tie  seemed 
to  be  collerting  scattered  memories  together,  for  in  a  moment 
he  e.\claimed:   "But  in   my   marriage  contract,   which    was 
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<?rjurn  tip  aorordiii^'  to  tlu-  (nistoin  of  Ilainault,  I  rek-atied 
iii.v  wile  i'ruiri  tlic  oljli;:ati()n  of  makin<j  an  invontory,  in 
onkr  to  <]mn'  licr  tlu-  worn  and  annoyaiiiv,  and  it  is  quite 
priihalilo  that  I  was  likcwiso  rt'Ii'asod — ^" 

'•Oh!  iiow  fortunate!"  cried  .Marguerite.  "It  woukl  have 
^'iveii  us  so  iiuieh  trouhk> " 

'•\'ery  well,"  said  Tieniuin,  wiio  was  rather  put  out;  "we 
uili   look   into  your  nuirriage  contract   to-niorn>w."" 

'•Then  you  did  not  know  of  this?"  said  Marguerite,  an 
inquiry  which  put  an  end  to  the  interview,  for  the  notary 
was  so  much  eniharrassed  hy  his  cousin's  hoine-tlirust  that 
he  was  glad  to  abandon  the  discussion. 

"The  devil  is  in  it!"  said  he  to  himself  as  he  crossed  the 
"Hirtyard.  "That  man,  for  all  his  abstractedness,  can  find 
his  wan(kring  wits  in  the  nick  of  time,  and  put  a  stop  to 
"ur  precautions  against  him.  He  will  s.piand^'r  his  children's 
money,  it  is  as  plain  as  that  two  and  two  make  four.  Talk 
of  business  to  a  girl  of  ninetcn.  and  she  gets  sentimental 
"ver  it!  Here  am  I  racking  my  brains  to  save  the  j)roperty 
"(  those  children  by  regular  means,  by  coming  to  an  under- 
•Manding  with  old  Conyncks.  and  this  is  the  end  of  it !  I 
have  thrown  away  all  my  chances  with  Marguerite;  she  is 
Mire  to  ask  her  father  why  1  wan^od  an  inventory  of  the 
property,  which  she  now  fancies  to  be  quite  unnecessarA",  and 
('lacs,  of  course,  will  tell  her  that  lawyers  have  a  craze  for 
'Irawing  up  documents;  that  we  are  notaries  first,  and  cousins 
and  friends,  and  what  not,  afterwards,  all  sorts  of  rubbish  in 

filCt.      .      .      ." 

H<?  slammed  the  door,  storming  inwardly  at  clients  who 
let  their  sentimentality  ruin  them. 

lialthazar  was  right.     The  inventor}-  did  not  take  place, 
nothing  was  done  to  limit  or  define  the  father's  powers 


over  his  children's  propcrtv. 

Several  months  went  by.  and  brought  no  changes  t"  tlie 
Maison  Claes.  Gabriel,  under  the  ai)Ie  tuition  of  M.  de  Solis. 
-tiidied  hard,  learned  the  necessarv  foreiirn  laniruaires,  and 
prepared  to  pass  the  entrance  examination  at  the  Ecole  polv- 
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Ifchniiiuc.  I'riirii'  ;iinl  M:ir;:iirni'-  li^'''!  ill  al).~n!iiti  rctire- 
iiicMt  :  hut,  ii('Vrrtlic'Ir->,  tliry  ^|i.iil  tlif  .-uiiiincr  at  tlioir 
father".-  cniiinrv  h(iu>r,  i;i  onhr  In  (•.oiiniiii/.c.  M.  C];v'^  was 
iiiui'h  n(cii|)i('ii  hv  hi>  liiisiiics-  atTaii>:  he  |iaiil  liis  il<'l)ts, 
raisiii.u'  till'  iiKHicy  on  his  own  proiicrty,  and  went  to  visit  tho 

i'nl'cst    of    \\'ai.!_Mlii'-;. 

lU  the  iiiiddl.'  nf  Ihc  year  ISIT  lu>  ^M'i.d'  had  ,i:radually 
jilmti'd,  iind  hr  hc-aii  !n  I'cfl  dc|ir«--id  hy  tlic  diilii(-;s  and 
sanicnf>s  nf  the  ViU-  lie  l.d.  At  lir>t  he  iv-i^icd  tnuptation 
hravclv.  and  would  ikm  allow  hiiuMdl'  to  think  uf  ciifniistry ; 
l)Ut.  the  Invc  id'  xii'iirc  was  (inly  (hirniant,  and  in  s|)itt'  of 
hiniM'lf  his  tlinuuhl-  turned  towai^h  his  old  pursuits.  Then 
he  th(iu;.dit  he  weuld  iiul  hoLrin  his  oxpcriinonts ;  lio  would  not 
take  up  Ills  siirn.o  praclii-ally.  he  w.udd  cnntinc  himself  to 
theoi-y;  but  the  liui.uer  he  dwelt  with  these  theories,  the 
stronjriT  his  pas.-imi  '^vr\v.  and  he  heLMii  to  ecjuivocato  with 
hini>elf.  He  a,-k<>d  hnii>elf  whether  he  was  really  l)ound 
not  to  jiroseeute  his  researehes,  and  remciiiliered  how  his 
wife  had  nd'used  his  oath.  He  had  eertainly  vuwed  to  himself 
that  he  would  makv  no  further  atteiujit  to  sojvo  the  iiT^'in 
Problem,  but  the  road  to  sue(•e^s  had  never  been  so  certain 
and  so  plain;  was  he  not  surely  free  to  <han,<:e  his  mind  now 
that  the  way  was  elear?  He  was  then  tifty-nine  years  of  a<re, 
and  his  idea  possessed  hiiu  now  with  the  doixLTed  fixity  which 
slowlv  develops  into  monomania.  Outward  circumstances 
also  eombined  to  >hake  his  waverin<r  loyalty. 

Kurope  was  at  peace.  Men  of  science  of  varimis  nationali- 
ties, cut  oil'  from  all  communicatinn  with  each  other  by 
twentv  years  of  wars,  were  now  free  to  correspoiul  and  to 
(■(unniunieate  their  discoveries  and  thciu'ies  to  each  other. 
Science  was  niakin.L^  great  strides.  (Macs  found  that  modern 
discoveries  had  a  bearinj:.  which  his  fellow-chemists  did  not 
suspeit.  upon  the  Problem  of  the  .\bsolute.  Learned  men 
who  were  devoting  their  lives  to  the  solution  of  other  scien- 
tific enigmas  began  to  think,  as  lie  did.  that  light  and  heat, 
and  gahani.-m  and  electricity,  were  only  ditferent  <'fTects  of 
the  same  cause,  and   that   all   the   various  substances   which 
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'  ■!<!  Iiitliorto  hccii  n';.'!inirii  as  tlitrcrciit  rl.Miicrits  w.-rc  iiktcIv 
.illoimpic  I'orins  i>{  tlir  -aiiu'  uiikiinwn  clniHiu.  The  i\.ar 
tliat  sdinc  other  flu'inisi  tni^ht  rtlVct  the  rcdiiclioii  of  tiictiil^! 
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hiKl    the    [iril1cl[ile   of   eli^ctrieitv    (two   .1  i-eoVeries    W 
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le  solution  of  the   I'rohh-ia  of  thi'  Ahsolute ) , 


rai-ed   the  eMthiisia.-rii,   which    tlie   people  of    Doiiai   eaileii 
mania,  to  the  lii;.'he-t   piteh  ;  only  tho>c  who  liave  f.'h  a  likt 


I'sionate  h)ve  of  seienre,  or  who  have  ki 
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ree  of  tile  paiowsiM.     Haltliazar's 


"f  ideas,  can  iiiia^irine  the  fi 

fiviizy  wa>  hut  the  more  violent  heeause  it  had  bet-n  .so  loni'- 

-!ili(lued,  and  now  hroke  out  afrr-h. 

.Mar>.nierite.  who  liad  h.-cn  watehin;,'  her  father  very  eh^elv. 
■iivmed  this  crisis,  ■•ind  opened  the  loriLT-i'lo^cd  parlor.  She 
t!iou<,'ht  that  if  they  sat  in  that  roon'  oticc  inoiv.  oid  painful 
Mieniories  of  her  mother's  death  would  he  awakened,  and 
'.M'iild  act  as  a  restraint,  and  she  wa<  to  -ome  extent  siiecess- 
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ler  s 
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rrief  wa^   reawakened. 


e  inevitahle  olunue  into  tl 


le   aliV--;    was   ijeteri'i 
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Aa.-  only  for  a  little  while.  She  determined  to  l'o  into  society 
-nee  more,  and  so  to  distr.aet  Balthazar's  attention  from  these 
ihouirhts.  Several  pood  marri.i.L'e-  were  proposed  fop  her, 
•ver  which  Claes  dcliheraied,  hut  Mari'uerite  .-aid  that  until 
-he  was  iwenty-five  .-he  would  not  marry.  In  -pjte  of  all  hi.s 
'huj,ditor*s  endeavors,  in  spite  of  remor-eful  inner  stru:.''!,des. 
Balthazar  hciran  his  experiments  airaiii  in  the  early  davs  of 
:!ie  winter.  .\t  first  they  were  conducte(|  -ecretlv.  hut  it  was 
ii'4  ea.sy  to  hide  such  occupations  as  his  from  the  iiKjuisitive 
1  yes  of  the  maid-servants. 

One  day.  therefore,  while  Mariiuerite  was  dressin<.',  Afartha 
-aid  to  her.  "Madeinoiselle.  it  is  all  over  witii  us  I  That 
uretch  of  a  Muhpiinier  (who  is  the  devil  Iiimself  in  human 
-hape,  for  I  have  never  seen  him  cross  himsi'lf)  has  crone 
■'■■■',<  into  the  attie  airain.  There  is  the  master  on  the  hisrhro  ;  1 
''  hell!  Ifeaven  -end  that  he  may  not  he  the  death  of  xnn 
a!',  as  he  was  the  death  of  the  poor  dear  lu'stress!" 

"Impossihle !"  said  ArarLruerite. 

'"Cume  and  see  their  goings-on  for  vourself." 
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Mile.  Clao^  spran-i  to  the  wimluw,  mid  saw,  in  fact,  n  thin 
Btreak  of  swkv  risiii;:  from  thr  lalioratory  chiiiincv. 

"I  ^hall  be  t\Vfiitv-nii(.  in  a  few  iiionttis*  liino."'  she  thou<xht, 
"ami  llun  our  i)roi)i'rl_v  must  lie  siniamifn'd  no  lonfrer;  1 
must  find  a  way  to  prevent  it." 

When  i'.aUha/.ar  finally  j:ave  way  to  iiis  passion,  his  respoct 
for  his  childreirs  intere-ts  was,  of  eotir.-e.  h'ss  of  a  restraint 
tluin  his  affection  for  his  wife  had  iuen.  Smli  l)arriers  were 
easily  overleapt,  his  conseience  was  more  elastic,  his  pa.ssion 
had  V'r*'^^'"  stron.i:er.  (Ilory,  and  hard  work,  and  hope,  and 
misery  lav  h(d'ore  him;  ho  sot  out  on  his  way  with  tho  enorfry 
of  full  aiid  entire  conviction.  He  felt  so  sure  of  the  outcome 
of  it  all  that  he  worked  day  and  ni^dit,  flin^nn<:  himself  into 
his  pursuits  with  a  zeal  that  alarmed  Ins  daughters;  they 
did  not  know  that  a  man's  health  seldom  suffers  from  tho 
work  that  he  loves  and  does  for  its  own  sake. 

As  soon  as  her  father  bopin  his  experinients.  Marguerite 
reduced  the  expenses  of  housekeeping,  and  became  almost 
as  parsimonious  as  a  miser.  Jo^ette  and  Martha  entered 
into  her  jilans,  and  seconded  her  loyally.  As  for  Claes,  he  was 
scarcely  aware  of  those  retrenchments;  he  did  not  notice  that 
they  had  been  reduced  to  the  !)are  necessaries  of  life.  Ho 
began  by  staving  away  from  th(>  family  breakfast;  then  the 
whole  dav  was  spent  in  the  laboratory,  and  he  only  came 
down  to  dinner,  and  sat  for  a  few  silent  hours  afterwanls 
in  the  evening  in  the  jiarlor  with  tho  two  girls.  He  never 
spoke  to  them:  ho  did  not  ^eem  to  hear  them  when  they 
wished  him  good-night ;  he  mechanically  lot  them  kiss  him 
on  both  cheeks.  Such  neglect  as  this  miglit  have  brought 
about  serious  consequences  if  Marguerite  had  not  wielded 
a  mother's  authority,  if  the  love  in  her  heart  had  not  been 
a  safeguard. 

Pierquin  had  discontinued  his  visits  entirely  ;  in  his  opinion 
nothing  could  save  his  cousins  from  utter  ruin.  Balthazar's 
estates,  which  wore  worth  about  two  hundred  thousaml 
crowns',  and  brought  in  sixteen  thousand  francs,  were  alreadv 
mcumbered  with  mortgages  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred 
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t  vi-rvthin^f  would  <;()  to  rack  and  ruin,  and  ilic  >hcrilT"s  otliccrs 
uoidd  oat  lip  ai;  that  IJaltha/.ar  had  Kft.  Iiidcr  thf  iiithicncc 
of  Marguerite's  coKhie-s,  I'ieniiiin',-  indilTerence  had  almost 
lieiome  hostility.  lie  meant  to  secure  his  retreat  in  case! 
ins  cousin  should  grow  so  poor  that  he  might  no  longer  wisli 
to  marry  her,  and  s[)oke  of  the  Claes  t'verywhere  in  a  pity 


lui: 


tone. 


"Poor  things,  thev  are  in  a  fair  wav  to  be  ruiiieil. 


1  hi 


said  tie 


I  did  i'vervthing  I  eoiild  to  save  them  ;  hut,  would  von  I 


lelieve 


It ." 


Mile.  Claos  herself  sot  her  face  against  every  plan  by 
which  the  law  could  step  in  to  secure  those  children  from 
starvation." 

Emmanuel,  through  his  uncle's  influonce.  had  Ikh'U  ap- 
pointed headmaster  of  the  College  de  Doiiai.  his  own  [lersonal 
'lualifieations  having  eminently  fitted  him  for  the  |)o.-t.  He 
lame  almost  every  evening  to  see  the  two  girls,  who  sum- 
Hioned  their  old  duenna  to  the  parlor  so  soon  as  their  father 
left  them  for  thi'  night.  Always  at  the  same  hour  they  hoard 
!lie  knock  at  the  door:  youi-g  do  Solis  was  nov<'r  late.  For 
'he  past  three  months  Marguerite's  mute  gratitude  and  gra- 
'  ioiisness  had  given  him  conndence;  he  had  devtdoped.  and 
was  himself.  His  purity  of  soul  shone  like  a  flawless  dia- 
mond, and  Marguerite  L'arned  to  know  the  full  value 
"f  his  steadfast  ,-trcngtli  of  cliaracter.  when  -he  saw  that  it 
iiad  its  source  in  the  de])ths  of  his  nature.  She  saw  the  hlo.s- 
^■lIns  open  out  one  by  one;  hitherto  she  had  only  known  of 
!liem  by  their  fragrance.  Kvery  day  Emmanuel  realized 
-'>me  hope  of  hers,  new  splendors  lighted  up  the  enchanted 
(ountry  of  love,  the  clouds  vani-hcd,  the  -ky  grow  clear  and 
.-erene,  unsusijected  treasures  which  had  been  hidden  in  the 
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^'liKiiii  -liiiiii'  forili.  I''"r  I'jiiiiiiiniiil  n\;i~  mnrc  nt  liis  oa-^f. 
Ill'  ciiiiM  ili-[)l;iv   llic  winniii;,'  ltmci'  nf  ihr  licirt.  the  iiif'-r 

tioilS    ;:;l|i-lV    nf    \i.lilll.    lllf    -illl|ill(  lt\     lll;ll    i"llif~    "l'    ;l     lifr    ni 

stmlv,  ill''  lrca>nn>  n|'  ;\  f,i-i  ulioii-  iriiiid  ainl  ini-njilii-tii'atnl 
riiituri'.  tile  iiiiHici'iiI  iiiriT'iiiftit  tlial  -nil-  -n  will  with  ymitli 
fill  joM'.  M:ir,L'ni'rilc  am!  I'lininamirl  iimli  r-tniHJ  caili  uiIiim- 
licttt  r;  ii'Mvilicr  ilic\  liad  '■,\|ilnrfii  tin'  ili'jitli-  <>(  tlhir  heart-. 
ami  hail  fmimi  ihe  -aim-  ihniiL'his.  |M'ar'-  <•!'  thr  -aiiir  lii-tp'. 
hlcmlcil  ii'itr-  i>l'  harimniy.  a-  cli'ar  ami  -wirt  a>  the  niaL'ir 
imi-ir  whirh  hiiMs  tin'  ilivt-r-  -prllliuiim!  iimlrr  tin-  -''a.  'l'\\f\ 
hail   lomi'   til    know   carh   ntlii'i-   ihi'iiiiu^h    tin-    int' iihaiiLT''   ni" 

iili  a.-   in   the  CiMir-c  nf  I  hnsr  cNrllillir  talks,  StUilv  illLT  ('ai'll   ntlll'l- 

with  a  ciMiii-itv  that  ^rcw  tn  he  a  ilclicair  iinairinativc  -v  in- 
[lathv.  'I'liiic  was  iid  iia.-hl'uliios  ini  citliiT  siili-.  Imt  |irrha[)s 
sniiic  cniimtrv.  Till-  hiiui's  which  I'liiiiiiaiiiirl  spml  with  tln' 
two  L'irls  umltT  Martha's  eyes  rrcumilcil  Nfaru'iifriti'  to  licr 
lifi'  of  aiiLnii-h  am!  rrsiL'iiation  :  thr  lovc  that  Lrrcw  iincon- 
scioii-!v  was  her  supiiort  in  Iut  troiihlcs.  Kinnianucrs  afTi'c- 
tjim  cxprfsscil  it.-flf  with  the  natural  ';:rMv  that  i<  irresistible, 
with  the  ilclicalc  and  ilcli,i:htfiil  wit  that  reveals  fresh  phases 
of  deep  feeliiiLT.  as  the  facet-  of  a  precious  stone  set  free  all 
its  hidden  fire-;  the  wonderful  devices  that  love  teaehe- 
lover-.  which  render  a  woman  loyally  re-poiisive  to  the  hand 
of  the  arti.-t  who  -ets  new  life  into  the  (dd  forms,  to  tho  tones 
(d"  the  voice  which  pive  a  new  si,L'niticance  to  a  phrase  each 
time  it  is  repeated.  Love  is  not  merely  a  scntinicnt.  it  is  an 
art.  A  hare  word,  a  hesitation,  a  nolhinir.  reveals  to  a  woman 
the  jircseiice  of  tlie  irreat  and  suhlime  artist  wlio  can  touch  her 
lieart  without  witheriiiLT  it.  The  further  Eninianu(d  wont. 
the  more  (  harminir  were  the  wavs  in  which  liis  hive  expres><ed 
itself. 

"I  have  outslrii)]ied  Pieri|nin,"  he  said  one  evenin<r;  "I  am 
the  hearer  of  had  tidin;,'-  that  he  is  ,!.'oin>i  to  hrinir.  but  1 
thoutrht  1  would  rather  tell  ihciu  mvself.  Your  father  has 
sold  yi>ur  forest  to  some  speculators,  who  have  taken  the 
timher  as  it  stands  to  -ell  airain  in  smaller  (juantities;  tlie 
trees  have  been  cut  down  alreadv.  and  all  the  trunks  have 
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"1  re  raised  at  first  have  U'en  eleared  awav." 

Maffruerite  thanked   him   hy  a   smile,  and   -aid.   "Tin  ■)   ^ 
.-hall  find  a  use  for  my  saving's.— Martha."  she  added,  sp,.;, 
i"-'  to  the  old  .servant,  "wo  Tiiust  heein  at  onee  to  make  readv 
'^ihriel's  outfit.      Poor   Felieie.   we  lioth    must   work    hanl."" 
-lie  said,  with  a  kiss  on  her  si-ter's  forehead. 

"He  will  return  home  to-morrow,  and   von  will  ha\'    iiim 
i!-!'-  for  about  ten  day.s :  on  the  ITiih  of  Xovemher  he  must 
in  Paris." 

■■''ousin  Gabriel  is  well  advised."  s.iid  the  notarv.  as  he 
■  nned  the  headmaster:  "he  will  have  to  make  }u<  wav  in 
•'  •  world.  Hut  now.  my  dear  Mar-uerite.  the  hn;ior  of  the 
'-  oi_\  is  ai  <i:ike:  will  you  Hsten  to  me  this  time?" 
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"Not  if  it   i;*  J»  m'"'"''""  "^  tn.irriap'." 

"But  what  will  Villi  iln?"' 

"Nuthiiiir.  cou-iii.     .     .     -     What  i-h"iilil  I  lio?" 

"Villi  art'  lit"  a^'i-." 

"I  shall  1h'  lit"  ap'  in  a  ft-w  ilays'  tiiiu'.  Is  there  any  ffnim> 
whiu'i  yoii  can  ^ll,L^L^•^t  iliat  will  riTnncili'  our  inttTc^ts  with 
(lur  <liitv  to  niir  fatliiT  ami  wiih  thr  liminr  of  the  family':'" 

"You  can  ih'  nothin;:,  enu.-in.  without  your  uncle.  That  is 
clear.     When  he  eonu;;  hack  to  l»ouai  I  will  call  a','iiin." 

"(lood-evi'nini;.  monsieur."  saiil   Mar;.'iierite. 

"The  poorer  >he  <:row-;.  the  more  airs  she  ijives  herself." 
thou^rht  the  notary,  .\loml  he  said,  "(lood-evenini:,  made- 
moiselle.—M.  de  Solis.  I  have  the  honor  to  wish  you  pxxl- 
day,"  and  he  went  away  without  payiiiir  any  attention  to 
Kelicie  or  to  Martha. 

When  the  door  closed  on  liiin,  Kmiiianiiel  s|>ok<\  with  hesi- 
tation in  his  voice.  "1  have  U'cn  stiidvin;:  the  Code  for  the 
past  two  days,"  he  said,  "and  I  havi>  taken  counsel  with  an 
old  lawyer,  one  of  my  uncle's  friends.  If  you  will  allow  ine. 
I  will  <:o  to  Amsterdam  to-morrow.  .  .  .  Listen,  dear 
Marpuerito     .     .     ." 

He  had  spoken  her  name  for  the  first  time.  She  thanked 
him  bv  a  iilam c  and  a  jrentle  inclination  of  the  head,  and  lis- 
tened smiling,  tlioufrh  her  eyes  were  full  of  tears. 

"You  can  speak  hefore  my  sister."  said  Marpierite ;  "she 
has  no  need  to  learn  resijination  to  a  life  of  hardshi{i  and  toil, 
she  is  so  bravo  and  sweet,  hut  from  this  discussion  she  will 
learn  how  much  wo  need  our  courajio." 

The  two  sisters  clasped  each  other's  liands,  as  if  to  renew 
the  pledge  of  the  closer  union  brought  about  by  a  common 
trouble. 

"Leave  us,  Martha." 

"Dear  Marguerite."  Emmanuel  began,  and  something  of 
the  happiness  that  he  felt  at  thus  acciuiring  one  of  the  least 
privileges  of  affection  could  he  felt  i'l  his  voice.  "T  have  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  purchasers,  who  have  not  yet  paid 
the  balaucc  of  two  hundred  thousand   francs  for  the  felled 
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«i!l    ho   no   interest    paid   on   the   hundred    thousand    francs 
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(iahricl's  n'niainin^'  fifty  thousand  francs  in  the  funds,  at 
i'resent  prices  it  will  hriiii:  in  four  thousaiul  livrcs:  that  will 
he  sufficient  to  pav  all  his  expense-  at  the  p!c(de  in  F'aris. 
'■ahriel  cannot  touch  the  principal  nor  the  money  secured  to 
liMii  on  this  house  until  he  comes  of  ,ii:c.  s()  vou  need  not 
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'rita 


"Mv  falhcT  will  be  ^uiv  t"  a.-k  me  for  thciii,"  .-ho  criod  in 
distniiv.  "and   I  toiild  not   refuse  liim." 

'•Wi'll.  then,  dear  MariruiTite.  you  can  soeiire  the  iiinncy 
hy  rohhinjr  vouiseir.  liive>t  it  in  the  funds  in  your  brother's 
nam.-  it^'wouhi  iuinj:  you  in  twelve  or  thirteen  thousand 
livn-.  and  vou  (ould  manage  to  live  on  that.  An  emanci- 
pated minor  eannot  touch  his  princiiial  without  the  consent 
„r  t|„.  fannlv  muncil.  so  you  will  -ain  three  years  of  freedom 
from  an.xiely.  In  llirce  years'  time  your  father  will  either 
have  sidved  Ins  |U'ol>]em.  or,  as  is  ir.ore  i.r(d)aide,  he  will  have 
jriv.'U  it  u|)  as  ho|K'le>s;  and  when  Cahriel  comes  of  ajre  he 
can  transi'er  the  slock  into  your  name,  and  the  accounts  can 
be  finallv  settled  among  the  four  of  you." 

Mar.uuenie  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the  provisions  of 
the  law  which  >he  could  not  understand  at  first,  and  again 
th.'y  went  over  every  ,..  .nt.  It  was  certainly  a  novel  situation 
—two  lovers  poring  over  a  copy  o*'  the  Code,  which  Kmnuin- 
nel  had  brought  with  him  in  order  to  make  the  position  of 
minors  clear  to  Mar_nierite.  Love"s  {  'iietration  came  to  the 
aid  of  her  womanV  iick-wiltedne.<s,  and  she  soon  grasped 
the  gist  of  the  matter. 

The  m'xt  day  (iabriel  returned  home.  M.  de  Solis  came 
alMi.  and  from  him  Balthazar  heard  the  news  of  his  son's 
admission  to  the  Knde  pdlytechni.pie.  Claes  expressed  his 
acknowledgments  by  a  wave  »(  the  hand.  "I  am  very  glad 
to  hear  it,"  he  said:  "so  (Iabriel  is  to  i)e  a  scientific  man.  is 
he?"  and  the  head  of  the  bouse  returned  to  his  laboratory. 

"Gabrii'l,"  said  Marguerite,  as  Raltliazar  went,  "you  must 
work  hard,  and  you  must  not  lie  extravagant.  Do  as  others 
do.  but  be  very  careful;  and  while  you  are  in  Paris  spend 
your  holidays  with  our  fri.'nds  and  relations  there,  and  do 
not  contract  the  expensive  habits  which  ruin  youuir  mon. 
Your  necessary  expenses  will  amount  to  nearly  a  thousand 
crowns,  so  you  will  have  a  thousand  francs  left  for  pocket 
monev.     Thai  should  be  enoULdi." 

"i  will  answer  for  him."  said  Emmanuel  de  Solis,  laying 
his  hand  an  his  pupil's  shoulder. 
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A  month  later  M.  dr  ('niiyncks  iiiul   >f;nL:iii>ritc  lia'1  ob- 

lainod  all  tin-  rrMiuircd  <.Miai-antr('  from   M.  T'lac-.     Eiiiinan- 

Lil's  {)rudrnt   advice  liad   lu'cn  approvi'd   juid  carried  out  to 

ilie  k'tlcr.     Balthazar  felt  ashamed  nf  the  sale  of  the  forest. 

His  creditors  had  harassed  him.  until  he  had  heen  driven  to 

t;ike  this  rash  step  to  escape  from  them  :  and  now,  when  he  was 

"nfronted  with  the  cunseipKMiees  of  hi-  deeds,  when  he  wa.-i 

■  face  to  face,  moreover,  with  hi-  -tern  c<ni-in,  who  wa-  inflex- 

i.!e  where  honor  was  concerned,  he  did  all  that  was  retpiired. 

■  f  liini.    He  was,  in  fact,  not  ill  pleased  to  repair  so  casilv  the 

"!!-chief   he   had    half   unconsciously   wnuii-dit.      He   |)ut    his 

-■.Miature  to  the  various  papers  laid  hefore  him  with  the  pre- 

lupied  air  of  a  man  for  whom  science  was  the  one  realitv, 
;!id  all  thing.s  else  of  no  iiio:ncnl.  He  Iiad  no  more  foresi^'ht 
•iiaii  the  ne,L'ro  who  sells  his  wife  in  the  mornim:  for  a  drop 
'  f  lirandy,  and  >heds  tears  over  her  lo-s  in  the  eveninir.  .\p- 
iarently  Ik-  coidd  not  look  forward:  even  the  imme(liato 
•aiuH'  was  beyond  his  ken;  he  never  stojipt'd  to  a<k  himself 
vihat  must  ha|ipen  when  his  la-t  ducat  had  iK'cn  thrown  into 
:'ie  furnace,  and  prosecuted  liis  researches  as  recklcsslv  as 
i'  fore.  He  neither  knew  nor  cared  to  know  that  the  house 
;n  which  he  lived  was  his  oidy  in  name,  ami.  like  his  estates, 
had  pas.sed  into  other  hands;  he  did  not  realize  the  fact  that 
(ilianks  to  the  slriiiLrent  re,<:uIations  of  the  law)  he  could 
I'et  raise  another  penny  on  the  [iropcrty  of  which  ho  was  in 
a  manner  the  lejral  <,niardian. 

The  year  1818  went  by,  and  no  untoward  event  occurred. 
The  two  jrirls  just  managed  to  defray  the  necessarv  expenses 
•''  the  housekeepini:  and  of  Jean's  education  with  the  intere-t 
ef  the  money  invested  in  Gabriel's  name,  which  he  punctually 
^cniitted  every  quarter.  M.  de  Solis  lost  his  uncle  in  the 
Dccembor  of  that  year. 

One  morning  Marguerite  heard  from  Martha  that  her 
:"  iher  had  sold  his  collection  of  'uliiis,  the  furniture  of  the 
-'ate  apartments,  and   all   their  remaining   plate.     She   was 

iiipelled  to  repurchase  the  nece-sarv  silver  for  dailv  use  Iut- 
-'  if,  and  to  have  it  nuirked  with  her  own  initials.     Hitherto 
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she  had  watclitd  Balthazar's  (lf[)riHlatioii.-  in  -iltiKf:  Init  aftor 
(linii.T  that  t'v.iiiii^'  Aw  asked  FtMicir  to  leave  her  alone  with 
her  father,  and  when  lie  had  seated  himself  hy  the  fireside 
as  usual.  Marguerite  spoke. 

"You  are  the  master  here  iloar  father,"  .~h<'  said,  "yo>i 
can  sell  eviTything,  even  your  ehildren.  We  will  all  obey  you 
without  a  murmur;  hut  I  nuisi  point  out  to  you  that  we  have 
no  money  left,  that  we  hav.'  scareel\  eiiouj^di  to  live  upon 
this  year",  and  that  Feli<ie  and  I  have  to  wo,-k  night  and  day 
to  earn  the  money  to  pay  for  Jean's  sehool  expenses  by  the 
lace  dress  whieh  we  are  making.  Father  dear,  give  up  your 
researches,  I  implore  you." 

"You  ari>  right,  dear  child:  in  si.x  weeks  they  will 
come  to  an  end.  I  shall  have  discovered  the  .\b.«olute,  or  the 
Ab.solute  will  be  proved  to  be  undiscoverable.  You  will  have 
millions " 

"But  leave  us  bread  to  eat  meanwhile,"  jjleaded  Marguerite. 

"Bread?  Is  there  uo  bread  in  the  house?"  said  Claes  in 
blank  dismay.  "Xo  bread  in  the  house  of  a  Claes!  What 
has  become  of  all  our  property?" 

"You  have  cut  ilown  the  forest  of  Waignies.  The  ground 
has  not  been  cleareil  as  yet.  so  it  brings  in  nothing,  and  the 
rents  of  the  farms  at  Orehies  are  not  sulficient  to  pay  interest 
on  the  mortgages.'' 

"Then  how  do  we  live?"  he  asked. 

Marguerite  held  up  Iut  needle. 

"The  inten'st  on  Gabriel's  money  help."!  us,"  she  added, 
"but  it  is  not  enough.  I  shall  just  make  both  ends  meet  at 
the  end  of  the  year  if  you  do  not  overwhelm  me  with  bills 
tliat  1  did  not  expect,  for  yoa  say  nothing  about  your  pur- 
chases. I  fee!  (juite  sure  that  I  liave  enough  to  meet  my 
(juarterly  expenses,  it  is  all  ])lanned  out  so  carefully. — and 
then  a  bill  is  sent  in  for  soda  or  potash,  or  zinc  or  sulphur, 
and  all  sorts  of  things." 

"Have  patience  and  wait  another  six  weeks,  dear  child, 
and  then  1  will  be  very  prudent.    You  shall  see  wonders,  my 


little  Marguerite." 


--*T^^''.'v''T?^T'l 
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"It  is  quite  tiino  to  think  of  your  own  atTair.-.  Yon  havo 
-nlil  cvorythinK;  jiicturcs.  tnlips.  silvcr-])lat<' — notiiini,'  is  left 
lo  us;  but  at  any  rate  you  will  not  run  into  dotit  ajrain?" 

"I  am  dctfrniincd  to  make  no  more  debts. " 

*'.Vo  more  debts  I"  she  cried.     "Then  there  are  debts?" 

''Oh!  nolhin<r,  nothin<r.  mere  trifles,"  ho  said  reddeninj?, 
a-  he  lowered  his  eyts. 

For  the  iir-t  tiinc'  in  her  life  Mariruerite  felt  humiliated 
liy  her  father's  humiliation;  it  was  so  painful  to  her,  that 
>he  could  not  i)rinf,'  herself  to  in(iuire  into  the  matter;  l)Ut  a 
month  later  a  messentrer  came  from  a  Douai  bank  with  a 
bill  of  exchanire  for  ten  thousand  francs,  which  b<ire  Claes' 
-itmaturo.  When  Mar;ruerite  asked  for  a  day's  delay,  and 
expressed  her  regret  that  she  had  not  received  any  n(Uice  and 
-o  was  unprepared  to  meet  the  liill,  the  messenger  informed 
her  that  Messieurs  Protez  and  Chiffreville  held  nine  others, 
each  for  a  like  amount,  which  would  fall  due  in  consecutive 
months. 

"It  is  all  over  with  us!"  cried  Marguerite,  '"the  time  has 
come." 

She  sent  for  her  father,  and  walked  restlessly  up  and  down 
I  be  parlor  sp(>aking  to  herself.  '"A  hundred  thousand  francs, 
or  our  father  must  go  to  prison!  .  .  .  What  shall  I  do? 
Oh!  what  shall  I  do/" 

Balthazar  did  not  come.  Marguerite  grew  tired  of  waiting, 
and  went  up  to  the  laborator}-.  She  paused  in  the  doorway, 
and  saw  her  father  standing  in  a  brilliant  patch  of  sunlight 
in  t)ie  middle  of  a  vast  room  filled  with  machinery  and  du,-ty 
glass  vessels;  the  tallies  that  stood  here  and  there  were  loaded 
with  hooks  and  ntunbered  and  ticketed  specimens  of  various 
substances;  yet  other  specimens  were  heaped  on  the  shelves, 
along  the  walls,  or  flimg  down  beside  the  furnaces.  There 
was  something  repugnant  to  orderly  Flemish  prejudices  in  all 
this  confused  litter.  Balthazar's  tall  figure  rose  above  a  col- 
lection of  flasks  and  retort-;  he  had  thrown  off  his  coat  ami 
rnllod  back  his  sleeves  atiov(>  the  ellinws  like  a  workman,  his 
-liirt  was  unfastened,  exposing  his  chest,  covered  with  white 
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hair.  FIc  was  ;:azin(f  with  frijrhtful  intontness  on  an  air 
puiiip,  I'rniii  whicli  he  never  took  liis  eyes.  The  receiver  of 
the  instruiuent  wa;^  covered  liy  a  leii.s  constructed  of  two 
convex  gla.sses,  the  space  l)etwee!i  liiem  beintr  fdled  with 
alcohol;  t-  ■  siinli^'ht  that  entered  .he  room  through  one  of 
the  panes  of  'he  rose  window  (tju-  rest  had  been  carefully 
blocked  up)  ■>  thus  focused  on  the  contents  of  the  receiver. 
The  [date  of  the  reci'iver  was  in.-ulatcd.  and  coinrnunicated 
with  the  wire  of  a  huirc  voltaic  battery.  Lcniul<iuinier  was 
busy  at  the  nioineiit  in  sliiftiiiL:  the  plate  of  the  receiver,  so 
that  the  lens  ini^dit  be  maintained  in  a  position  perpendicular 
to  the  rays  of  iIr.  sun;  he  raised  lii^  face,  which  was  black 
with  du>t.  and  sliouted,  "Ah!  mademoiselle,  keep  away!" 

She  luokcd  at  licr  father,  who  knelt  on  one  knee  before  his 
apparatus,  piTJ'ectly  inditlVrcnt  to  the  rays  of  sunlight  that 
shone  full  on  his  fa-c  and  lit  uji  his  hair  till  it  gleamed  like 
silver:  his  brows  were  knotted,  .'very  nsusele  of  his  face  was 
tense  with  i)aiiiful  expectation.  The  strange  things  strewn 
around  him,  the  mysterious  machinery  dimly  visible  in  the 
semi-darkness  of  the  rest  of  the  attic,  everything  about  her 
combined   io  alarm    Marguerite. 

"Our  father  is  mad."  she  -aid  to  herself  in  her  dismay. 

Then  slu'  went  up  to  him  and  whispered  in  his  ear,  "Send 
away  Lemuhiuinier." 

"Xo.  no.  child.  I  want  him;  T  am  waiting  to  see  the  result 
of  an  experiment  wliieh  has  never  Ix'cii  trieil  before.  For 
the  last  three  days  we  have  been  on  the  watch  for  a  rav  of 
suidigbt:  everything  is  ready.  I  am  about  to  concentrate  the 
solar  rays  on  these  metals  in  a  perfei't  vacuum,  submitting 
them  simultaneously  to  the  action  of  a  current  of  electricity. 
In  another  moment,  you  >er..  I  -ball  employ  the  most  power- 
ful ag(>nts  known  to  chemistrv.  ;md  1  alone " 

''Oh.  father!  instead  of  reducing  metal  to  ga.s,  you  should 
keep  it  to  pav  your  bills  of  exchange " 

"Wait  !  wait !" 

"T5ut  ^[.  Aler-ktus  i<  here,  father;  he  nin.st  have  ten  thou- 
sand francs  bv  four  o'clock." 
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"Yes,  yo?.  jjrcsciitly.     It  is  <|iiiic  ri;:lit  ;  I  did  .-iLni  a  liill  for 
vuiit'  fiUixW   amount   w.hith   woiiM    fall   (liic   this   month.      I 


•lioiii'ht   I   slionli]   Iiavc  d 


lM-()\(Tcd     tin 


A 


i-ohitf  iM'forc  this. 


d  licavciis  !  if  I  only  had  a  .Inly  .-un,  tiif  fXiuTiiiR'nt  would 


111-  over  hv  this  time. 


Ill 


I'  ran  his  finp'i->  tiirouirii  In-  hair,  the  tears  came  into  his 


ami  lie  (Iropiieii 


into  an  ol 


il  eaiie-M'aii'il  chair. 


That  is  quite  right,  sir,"  said    Lemuhjuinier.     "it  is  all 
fault  of  ;hat  rascally  sun  that 


W(U1  t    shine  eiioin' 


h,  the 


uy  iK'frgar. 


\eitl 


ler  master  nor  m.in  seemed  to  reniemher  .Marguerit 


e  s 


Tesence. 


■Ij<'ave  us.  Mul((ii;nitT.""  she  said. 


.\h 


criei 


1  (' 


aes, 


•1  h 


ment. 


lave  It:     We  will  try  a  new  expori- 


■  Father,  ncn-er  mind  the  e\ 


Lnrl  when  thev  were 


alone 


periments  now, 

Icre  is  a  demand  for  a  li 


aid  the  voiinfr 


liioiisand  francs,  and  we  have  not  a  fartl 
involved;   you    must    come   d 
U'liat  will  i)ecoiiie  of  vou  if  voii 


ling. 


^ 


u ml  red 
our  iionor  is 


own    and    leave   the   JaiMiratorv. 


are  imjirisoned  ?     Sh; 


voiir 


'.v!iile  hair  and  the  name  of  ('lacs  he  soiled  with  th(^  di-grace  of 
hankniptey?  It  shall  not  he.  I  will  not  have  it,  I  will  find 
^t^ength  to  conihat  your  madness;  it  would  he  dreadful  to 
^ec  you  wanting  hread  in  your  old  age.  Open  vour  eves  to 
cur  position  ;  eome  to  your  senses  at  last  I" 

".Madness!"  cried   TJaltliazar.  rising  to  hi>   feet.     .\   liirht 


!i"iie  in  the  eves  he  fixed  on  his  dauLrliter's  f; 


ice. 


}f<idn 


CNS 


'ht>re  was  something  so   majtstic   in   his   manner  a-  ho  re- 


peated, the  word  that  hi-;  daughter  t 


rcmhicd 


folded  hi> 


■nis. 


'.All  I   your   mother   would    never   have   uttiTcd    that 


'A^.ri 


1."  he  went  on.     ".She  did   not  shut   her  evi'-  to  tl 


le   im- 


■  rtanee  of  my  re-eareln's  .  -he  studictl  science  that  -he  mi<:ht 
iderstand  me;  she  saw  that  I  wa-  working  for  humanitv. 
(here  was  nothing  selfish  nor  sordid  in  nie.     I  see  that 


ii.it 
wi 


fe's  love  rises  far  ahovo  a  ilauirl 


iter 


iffect 


ion  :  yes.  love 


'he  loftiest  of  all  feelings,     rome  to  my  .senses!"  he  went 
II.  striking  his  hrcast.     '-When  did  I  take  have  of  them? 


1 
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Am  I  not  riiy-clf y  \Vc  nrc  iMinr.  arc  we?  N'itv  well,  my 
diiu;:lilcr,  1  clidnsc  to  lie  poor;  do  you  undcr-tand  ?  I  am 
your  father,  and  yon  must  mImv  me.  Y(tu  shall  ho  rich 
again  wlim  1  wish  it.  As  for  your  fortune  it  is  a  mere  noth- 
ing. When  I  find  a  solvent  of  carlMin.  I  wili  fill  tlu;  parlor 
downstairs  with  diamonds,  hut  evi-n  that  is  a  pitiful  trifle 
compared  with  the  womlers  for  which  I  am  seeking.  Surely 
yon  can  wait  when  I  am  doing  my  utmo-t.  and  spending  my 
life  in  superhuman  ciTorts  to "* 

"Father.  1  have  no  right  to  ask  an  account  of  the  four 
millions  which  have  melted  away  in  this  garret.  I  will  .«ay 
nothing  i>f  my  mother,  hut  your  science  killed  her.  If  I 
were  married.  I  should  no  douht  love  my  hns'oand  as  my 
mother  loved  you  ;  I  would  sa<'rifice  everything  for  him.  just 
as  my  mother  sacrificed  everything  for  you.  1  am  doing  a.'? 
she  hade  me,  I  have  given  you  all  I  had  to  give;  you  have 
had  proof  of  it.  I  would  not  marry  lest  you  should  he  com- 
pelled to  render  an  account  of  your  guardianship.  But  let  us 
say  no  more  ahout  th.o  past,  let  us  think  of  the  present.  You 
have  hrought  things  to  a  crisis,  and  I  have  come  here  to  put 
it  before  you.  Wc  must  have  money  to  moot  those  hills;  do 
you  understand  mo?  There  is  ahsolutely  nf)thing  left  but 
the  portrait  of  our  ancestor  ^'an  Clacs.  I  have  come  in  my 
mother's  name;  my  mother,  whose  heart  failed  her  when 
she  had  to  struggle  for  her  children's  sake  against  their 
father's  will,  bade  me  resist  you  ;  T  have  come  in  my  brothers' 
name  and  my  sister's;  father.  I  have  come  in  the  namo  of 
all  the  {'hies  to  hid  you  cea.se  your  oxperiiTionts.  and  to  re- 
trieve your  losses  before  you  turn  to  chemistry  again.  If  you 
steel  yourself  against  me.  if  you  use  your  authority  over 
us  only  to  kill  us. — your  ancestors,  and  your  own  honor  plead 
for  me.  and  what  can  chemistry  urge  against  the  voices  of 
your  family?     I  have  h(>en  your  daughter  but  too  well.' 

"And  now  you  mean  to  bo  my  executioner."  ho  said  in  a 
feeble  voice. 

Marguerite  turned  and  fled.  She  could  not  tnist  herself  to 
play  her  part  any  longer;  her  mother's  voice  rang  in  her  ears, 
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an  you  can 


'He 


re  is  a  pretty  j)ioce  of  work  of  mad 


\iom 


ulquin 


ier,  as  he  ciiiiie  d 


•i-t.     "We  had  just  altout  [uit  .mr  f 


omoisclloV."  said 
own  into  the  kitchiTi  for  his  hreak- 


iiip-r  on  tho  Secret ;  we 
only  waut.'d  a  blink  of  July  sunlii^ht,  and  the  master— ah ' 
uhat  a  man  that  is!  hi-  sti-nds  in  thr  shoos  of  i'rovidrnro.  as 
^'■li  may  say.     Thorc  «a>  not  thnir  ho  <aid  to  .Josi'ito,  cli'ck- 


Ult' 


his  thumb  nail 


a^rainst  his  front  teeth.  '-In't 


ween  us  a 


the  secret,   when,   presto!   up  she  comes   and   makes  a   f 
aliout  some  nonsensical  bills " 


nd 


uss 


'(Jood,  then,"  cried   Marth 


vi'ur  wajre; 


a.  "pay  them  yourself  out  of 


I 


Am  I  to  eat  drv  bread?    \Vh 


■emulquinier.  tuniin<'  to  ,Fosett( 


lere  is  the  butter?"  demanded 


'And  where  is  tl 


le  money  to  buv  it  with?"  the 


COnl. 


!in- 


u-.Ted  tartly.     'AVhat.  you  old  villain,  if  you  can  make  <:old 


in  your  devil's  kitchen 


why  don't  vou  make  butter?    It 


n> 


ar  so  hard  to  make,  and  it  woiild  f,.t,h  somethi 


ninrket,  and  <ro  some  way  to.iard    making:  tl 
t.'ie    rest   of    us   are   eatin.ir   dry    bread.    ''tI 
living    on    dry     bread    and     walnut.' 


'"  lie  better  fed  th 


an  vour  betters: 


liundred  francs  a  month  t 


M 


IS  not 

ng  in  the 

le  |)ot  boil.     All 

le    young    ladies 

and     you     want 

idemoi.~el!e  lias  onlv 


lere  is  onlv 


one  dinner 


>  spend  for  tln'  whole  hou.sehold: 


lor  us  a 


11.     Il 


i.ive  vour  furna 


vou  want  luxurit 


vou 


ces  up-^tairs.  where  you   fritter  away  pearl.- 


V'lll 


e  town.    Just  look  for 


!1  they  talk  of  nothing  el.-^c  all  over  th 
r  roast  fowls  up  then 
•emuhjuinier  took  up  his  bread  and  left  the  kitchei 


lewill 


1)UV 


somethin<:  with  h 


IS  own  monev."  said  Afartha 


the  better,  it  is  so  much  saved.     Isn't  he  a  st 


.it  hen? 


injTV  0 


Id 


e  mu.st  starve  him.  that  is  the  onl 


lb'  has  not  wa.xed 


a  single  tloor  rh 


y  wav."  said  Josette. 


i>  always  up  above,  and  f  am  d 


is  week,  that  ln'  hasn't 


-  wt 


■11 


pay  me  for  it  bv  treat 


■iwigs  any  home  I  shall  look  after  tht 


oin<:  his  work:  he  may  just 
iuL.--  us  to  a  few  herrinjrs :  if  he 


m. 


ir.o 
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"Ah!"  Miid  Miirttm.  •'tlicrf  w  M1I«>.  MarjrtnTito  rrvinp. 
Her  old  uizanl  <>f  ;i  fntluT  wuiild  L'olililr  ilrnvn  the  hoii>c 
witlidiit  Miviii;,'  ;:rii(('.  In  my  (iiiiiitrv  tluv  would  liavo  biirnod 
liiiii  alivi'  for  a  j-on  rrrr  Ioiil'  lioforr  tin-;  Imt  thoy  have  no 
more  rcli^'ioii  hero  than  Monrish  intidrl-. 

In  spite  of  li(T>clf.  Mil.'.  C]m-<  \mi.-  ,-niihin^^  n>  she  came 
thron;.'h  the  trallery.  She  reached  her  room,  sought  for  her 
iiiotherV  letter,  and  read  a-  follow,-; — 


*'^Iy  Child, —  If  (iod  <o  wills,  mv  spirit  will  ho  with  you 
as  you  read  ihe-e  liiic^s.  the  last  that  i  shall  ever  write;  they 
are  full  of  hive  for  my  dear  little  ones,  left  to  the  mercy  of  a 
fiend  who  was  too  ,-trong  for  me,  a  fiend  who  will 
have  devoured  your  last  morsel  of  hread,  as  he  gnawed 
my  life  and  my  love  I  Vou  knew,  my  darling,  if  I 
loved  vour  father,  and  my  love  for  him  is  failing  now  as  1 
die,  for  1  am  taking  precautions  again-t  him;  I  am  doing 
that  which  I  cannot  hring  myself  to  confess  in  my  lifotime. 
Yes,  in  the  depths  of  my  grave  1  treasure  a  last  resource  for 
you.  until  the  day  co-nes  when  you  will  know  the  last  ex- 
tremity of  misfortune.  If  he  has  hrought  you  to  ahsolute 
want,  my  child:  if  the  honor  of  our  house  is  at  stake,  you 
must  ask  M.  tie  Soli.-,  if  he  is  still  living,  or  if  not.  his 
nephew,  our  good  Kmmanuel,  for  a  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  francs,  which  are  yours,  and  which  will  enahle  you 
to  live.  And  if  at  last  you  lii;d  that  nothing  can  cheek  this 
passion,  if  the  thought  of  his  <hildren"s  welfare  i)roves  no 
stronger  a  restraint  than  did  a  regard  for  my  hapjuness,  and 
he  should  wrong  you  still  further,  then  leave  your  father,  for 
your  lives  at  any  rate  must  imt  he  sacrificed  to  his.  I  could 
not  desert  him;  my  place  wa-  at  his  side.  It  rests  with  yoii. 
Marguerite,  to  save  the  family;  you  must  [irotect  riabriel. 
Jean,  and  FtMicio  at  all  costs.  Take  courage,  he  the  guardian 
angol  of  he  (Maes:  and  you  must  he  firm.  Marguerite.  T  dare 
not  say  he  ruthless:  hut  if  the  evil  that  ha-  heen  alreadv 
wrought  is  to  ho  even  partially  repaired,  you  must  -nve  some- 
thing, you  must  think  of  yourself  as  being  on  the  brink  of 


T"':*p'«?7r." 
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iliiv  j.nv.Ttv.  for  nothing  can  stem  the  cour-r  .,f  t1i.>  \y.\«\nn 
■^hirh^lnuk  ill!   I  had  in  tho  world  from  m.-.     So.  mv  <Ii,ld 
'iir  uf  th.-  fiilnoss  of  alTcetion   vow   must   n^fiis.'  to  listen  to 
■'!'■  prompt  in-,  nf  atr..cti<.n  :  you   inav  haw  to  .Irc.jv..  vour 
Ml  her.  hut  the  deceptions  will  hr  a  ^^Inrv  to  v..u.  thm    will  h,. 
iit-.l  thin.trs  to  say  and  do.  and  vou  will  M  ismlw.  hut  thcv 
'"  '"■  '"■'■"''■  '''•'■'''  i'  'li''.v  Mr..  .]o,M.  to  prut.rt  VMur  d-fnirc"- 
-^  hroth.Ts  and  si.ttT.      Our  -ood  and  i.   n^rh't  M.  dr  Sniis 
.-•iircd  n„.  of  this,  and  ncwr  was  ih-re  aCloan-r  and   uiori' 
-rupulous  .■onscienro  than  his.     I  .uuld  nevr  haw  hrou^dit 
-i^.-'.lf  to  sp,.ak  th..  wor.i^    I    haw  written,   not  even   at  "llv 
i'-mt   ..f  d.'ath.      An.l   yet-  h..   tend.T  and    nv.T.'nt    in   this 
>id..ousstru-l.. -often  vuur  r..fu.al<.  an.I  tvsi.t  hitn  ..n  vour 
kne..s.     Not  cwn  d..ath  will  haw  put  an  en.l  to  n,v  sorrow  and 
niy  tf^ars     .     .     .      Kivs  n,y  ,l,,,r  <hil,lr..n   f..r  mo  now  that 
vou  are  to  hecom.'  th.ir  s.de  ^niardian,  and  mav  Cod  an.)  all 
th,.  saints  ho  with  you,  Jo.skhii.ve." 

A  reeoipt  was  enc].xs..d  from  tho  Messieurs  d..  S..lis    „nolo 
im!  n,.ph..w.  for  theatnoimt  .h>po<it,.d  in  th.'ir  hands  hv  Mwo 
<  l^ies.  whieh  they  undertook  to  n.fund  t..  h.-r  ehildr..n  if  hor 
l.inuly  should  present  the  docum.nt. 

.>rarcruorit..  eallc'd  th..  ..Id  du.'nna.  and  Martha  hurried 
upstairs  to  her  mistress,  who  ha.]..  h.T  -.)  to  ask  M  Em- 
manuel do  Snlis  to  coiiK.  to  tlie  Maison  ('Ia..s. 

"n..w  n..hl,.  and  h..noral)lo  h..  is!"  >he  thou-ht;  ••h..  never 
^■'•'■athed  a  w,.rd  of  thi.  to  mo.  and  he  has  ma.le  all  mv  trou- 
i'lt's  and  dilheultios  his," 

Ktnnianuol  came  b..f.,ro  Martha  liad  returned  fn.m  hor 
errand. 

"You  have  kept  a  secret  which  concerned  me,"  she  said, 
-  -h..  hold  out  the  ])a]...r. 
I^nimanue!  bent  his  hi.ad. 
^    '■-^ja^ple^it<^  this  m..ans  that  you  are  in  gn-at  distress?- 
■  a-ked,  and  tears  eanu-  to  his  eves. 

-Ah!  .ws.  You  will  h.'lp  m..",  you  whom  mv  m..t!i..r  calls 
•  i.r  ^'ood  Knimanuoi,-  "  she  said,  as  she  gaw  lam  the  letter; 


rf 


+     S  1 


•■'r 


1B2 
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and,  in  -pitc  nf  her  it-Miililc,  >]\v  f.'lt  ii  siuMfii  thrill  nf   joy 
that  hi-r  iiintluT  a].|pr()Vf(l  her  cliKid'. 

"I  havr  hi'.n  ready  to  live  or  dif  for  yon  over  since  I  siv 
you  m  the  iiictni'f  tralltry.'"  tn'  an-^wcri'd.  with  tears  of  ha;i]'i 
!u•^s  and  -urrow  in  lii-  eye-;  "hnt  I  did  not  know,  and  I 
waited,  I  did  not  even  dare  to  ho|ie  that  one  day  yon  woiill 
lot  me  die  for  vou.  If  yon  really  know  iiie,  you  know  (ha! 
niv  word  i<  <aered,  .~o  you  iinist  for^'ive  me  for  keeping'  my 
wonl  to  voiir  mother;  I  could  only  oliey  iier  wisl\e>  to  the 
letter,  I  had  no  ri^dit  to  e\erci-e  my  own  jiid;:ment    — " 

••Vou  liavo  saved  us  I"  -he  hroke  in,  as  she  took  his  arm, 
and  thev  went  down  toirether  to  the  parlor. 

When  Mar^Mierite  had  learned  the  hi-torv  of  the  trust  fund 
she  told  him  the  whole  miserahli'  story  of  the  straits  to  wliich 
tljey  were  reduced. 

"We  must  meet  the  hills  at  once."  said  Kmmanuol,  "if 
they  have  heeii  deposited  with  Mersktus,  you  will  save  in- 
terest oil  them.  Then  I  will  send  you  the  remaining  sevcnt\ 
thousand  franes.  My  jMH^r  uncle  left  me  that  amount  in  gold 
ducats,  so  it  will  l)e  easy  to  hrinj;  them  here,  and  no  one 
will  know  al)out   it." 

"Ves,"  sh,'  said,  "hrinir  them  at  ni<:ht ;  our  father  will  bo 
asleep,  and  we  can  hide  them  somewhere.  If  he  knew  that 
T  had  any  money,  he  miLdit  take  it  from  me  hy  foree.  Oh  I 
Kmmanuel,  to  lie  snsiiicious  id'  one's  own  father!"  she  said, 
and  hurst  into  tears  as  -he  leant  her  forehead  airainst  his 
hreast. 

It  was  in  this  j)iteous  ;ind  .rracious  entreaty  for  protection 
that  Marguerite's  love  sp^ke  for  the  first  time;  love  had  heon 
surrounded  fmm  it>  fir-t  tieLMnnitiL^s  hy  sorrow,  and  had 
prown  familiar  with  pairu  Imt  her  heart  was  too  full,  and  at 
this  la-t  trouhle  it  overtlowed. 

"What  i>  to  he  done?  What  will  heeonie  of  us?  He  sees 
nothin*:  of  all  this:  he  ha<  !!ot  a  thouirht  for  u-  nor  for  him- 
self, for  T  cannot  think  how  he  can  live  in  the  L'arret.  it  i.^ 
like  a  furnace."" 

■•Rut  what  onn  you  i'\p(>et  of  a  man  who  at  every  moment 
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i-liioii.     SoiiictiiiM.-  I   w.iiild  1 


-I't'iiis  to  :iic  thai 
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'  doiilit,  liiit  it  is  not  irrep- 


■'It   lifs  witli  lis  to 
■I'l      He  has  utterly 

'.  his  ihildri'ii,  and  lia>  lost  all 
■'V  ho  who  was  so  hi<:h-iiiindrd. 
!i"  should  have  be.'ii  his  child 


ir  ;t  ;  the  family  has  no  lon^'cr  a 
gotten  all   that    he  owes  to  liim-elf 


u.-e  of  ri'dit  and 


so  jrciitroii-.  and  so  in 


rcn  s  iirot 


■I-ImT,    ,i;\<    <i 


ir  property  in  defiance  cd'  the  li 
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iw. 


what   de[)ths   ho 


i-t   have  fallen!     (;.».d  (lodl  what  ran  h.-  think  to  find? 


■I'nliiekih 
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■  the  head  of  a  family,  h 
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'"It  i-  Will  for  iiiv  |incir  innilirr  iImi  -hr  diidl"  saiil  Mnr- 
jjiHTiti',  "Slif  woiilil  hiivr  viitrcnd  ,1  iiiiirtynlntii  ii  tlioii.-ainl 
tiriic'  wcir-i'  than  ilialli  'I'lif  fir-t  -linck  nf  Inr  fi)lli>ioii 
with  -1  ii'iu*'  kill'il  Inr,  an<l  tliirr  ^mii-  ti>  he  no  ciiil  to  the 
t-lrii;.'^'l«'- " 

"'I'hirc  will  he  .in  ttiij  ti>  il."  ^aiil    l'',niinatiiii'l,  "wln-n  yoii 
have  ali-iihilriv    nulhin;.'   Ii'lt^      'I'hrrr   will    hr  an  fini    to    M 
("lars'  I niiil.  ami  ihm  Ih'  will  he  t'lirm!  to  >tnj)." 

"Tlirn  lir  may  as  we!!  ^to|l  at  oruc,"  -aid  Mar^iicritf,  "for 
wr  ha\i'  Hiilhin;/  Icl't." 

M.  (Ic  Suli>  l)iiii;:ht  u\)  the  hills  ami  ^mvc  tlicm  to  Mar- 
jjiicritf.  Ualtlia/.ar  camf  dnwii  lu  liinnrr  a  f.'w  miniiti's 
I'arliir  than  ii.-iial.  I'nr  tin'  'iist  limi'  in  two  yrars  his  (laii^rh- 
tiT  saw  traces  of  fiiiiition  mi  hi-  fare,  ami  In-  liistnss  was 
painful  to  mt.  Ilr  wa-  niicc  lunir  a  falluT:  rra-nri  had  put 
science  to  ilii.'-ht.  lie  i.'a\e  a  Lriaiire  mid  ilw  cmirtsard.  and 
then  into  the  e-arden;  and  wluii  he  ua-  -iire  that  they  '  .-re 
nloiie.  he  turned  to  his  dau;:hler  wiili  sadness  and  kinui  <!4 
in  his  face. 

"Dear  child,"  he  .-aid,  taking:  her  hand  and  |)re--in^'  it  with 
earnol  teiiderne.--.  '*l'orj.M\e  ymir  old  father.  Ye-,  Marirue- 
rite,  I  wa-  in  the  wron^',  and  ymi  were  alto;,'ether  riirht.  I 
have  not  di-covered  the  Secret,  -o  there  i-  no  excii.se  for  me.  I 
will  L'o  away  from  here,  I  lantiot  Imik  on  and  see  Van  Claes 
sold."  he  went  on,  and  hi-  eves  turned  to  the  martyr's  por- 
trait. "He  died  for  the  .aii-e  (if  freedom,  and  I  shall  dio 
forscioneo;  he  is  revered,  I  am  hated— — " 

"Hated,  father!'  Oh  I  no,"  -he  cried,  throwing  her  arms 
about  him;  ''we  all  adore  you,  do  we  not,  Felieio?"  sho 
asked  of  her  sister,  who  came  into  the  room  at  that  mo- 
ment. 

"What  is  it.  fatiier  dear?"  askeil  the  Httle  girl,  slipping  her 
hand  into  liis. 

"I  h.ive  ruined  yoii  all.     .  ." 

"Kh  I"  (  ried  Felicie,  "the  hovs  will  make  a  fortune  for  n?. 
Jean  is  ahvay-  at   the  head  of  hi-  ela--." 

"Wait  a  monienl,  dear  father,"  Mai'merite  added,  and  with 
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1  rtianniti;:  rar.'.v^in^'  y.-iiin'  the  rhniLrlit.T  lr.|  ''.r  faihrr 
'  ihr  rliiiiui.'Vi.i. •(■...  iui.l  .Irvw  MV.Tal  i.ap.r-^  frnm  In-n.'atli 
"  ■  ilock;  "litTc  arr  vmr  iIimI'i-.  I.iiI  \n\i  mu-f  rmt  sjjrn  your 
iiMii.'  to  any  ninr.'  KilU.  for  thrr.'  will  !„■  iiothin;:  I,. ft"  to' pay 
•'ii'i.i  with  aricitli.T  tiini'      —  " 

'■■riini  \.M|  Ii,i\,. -uiii.'  in.iii.  \  '•■  l'.aiili;i/.ir  ~aiii  in  hi<  .laiij^'li- 
•r-  rar.  a>  MM,n  a^  lir  h.i.l  iv.  .,v,iv,|  frdiii  In.  ^nrpn-..;  ami 
'I'  all   h.T  li.T.,iMH.  .\lai-ii.iil.'~  h.Mrt   >a;ik  at   llu-  wnnls. 
TM-Tf  was  Midi  I'rrnzy  of  joy.  ^m.l  hu[„.,  inHJ  .sp,.,  lation  in 
•;■  r  fatlicr-  la..':   hi^  ,.y.-:  wrrr  wandiTin^'  roiinil  ilic  room 
I-  if  in  -fanli  n(  t'lr  tnoiicv. 
■"Vcs,  fatlirr,"  >li.'  -,iiii  -adiv.  "I  liavr  niy  r.irtiiM"." 
"'iiv.'  it  to  rn.:"  hrcrird.  with  an  ra..'.rn.'-  whi.  h  h(>  cotilil 
not  control:  "I  will  ;rivr  yun  l,;irk  an  himdndfoM." 

••Vc«.  1  will  l:i\..  it  toynii,"  siiil  Maru'iirrit.'.  loukini:  at  hor 
r.!h.T.  who  ili.l  nni  iiti.I.r-tand  the  in.'ajiiii^'  that  'mv  hcneath 
L  -  diiiLditiT's  W(ifd<. 

■Ah!  my  dear  child. ""  ho  said,  "yon  havo  saved  my  life!  I 
iiad  thon^'ht  out  a  tinal  I'xporiniont.tho  ono  thiriu'  that  n-main.s 
'"  he  tried,  [f  1  ijn  not  Mi.c.rd  ihi,  tiiiir.  1  iimsi  n-noiuic,.  the 
'."icst  of  the  Ahsoliitc  altoiTctlHT.  Coin.,  hrrv.  darling',  trivo 
'■'■'.>'  your  arm:  if  I  can  compav-  it.  voii  >ha]l  he  il,.-  happiest 
■'■■Mian  in  the  world  ;  you  Imw  i.riven  nie  fresh  hojic  „f  hapfti- 
!'  -s  iuid  fame:  voii  have  ::iv,'ii  „ie  power;  I  will  heap  riches 
i.'f'on  you.  anrl  weallli.  and  jewels." 

ife  clasjM'.l  hoth  her  hands  i,,  !,i,  and  kis-cd  her  f<,r,.;.e;ul. 
L-vinrr  oxprcs.i,,,,  to  hi-  jny  j,,  c,-,rc<>,..  tliat  -e..nied  almost 
'  ■•-ahject  irratitiide  (.,  Mar-uerite.  Balthazar  liad  no  eve^  f,,r 
!iv  one  elso  duriiiir  the  dinner;  he  watched  her  with' mmii-- 
:  lii:  like  a  lover's  f(,ndn.-<  and  alert  attention;  -he  ciuild 
^ 't  move  but  he  tried  to  read  her  thoiiirhts  and  to  ^uess  her 
w-h(s,  and  waited  on  her  with  an  assiduity  which  emhar- 
ra-^scfl  her;  there  was  a  vonthfuliic--  in  hi<  manner  which  con- 
•■  !-ted  straiiiTclv  with  hi-  premature  old  ap\  Rut  in  reply 
!  .iis  carr-sscs  and  allciitidu-.  Mar;j-ucriie  could  oidv  draw  his 
fention  to  their  pre-ent  distress,  .-itlicr  |,v  irivini:  evprc-sjon 
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"Pshaw!"  he  saifl,  "in  i=ix  months'  time  we  will  fill  thein 
with  ^'«.ld  i)lato  and  wond.Ts  You  shall  livo  like  a  qiioon  in 
state.  -Ml  the  earth  will  he  under  our  feet;  everyttiin;:  will 
be  ours.  And  a'l  throu<rh  you,  tny  Mar>,nierite.  .  .  . 
Mar^'arita :"  he  mu.sed  smilinjzly,  "the  name  was  prophetie. 
Mar^'uerite  means  a  pearl.  Sterne  said  that  somewhere  or 
other.  Have  you  read  Sterne?  Would  you  care  to  read 
Sterne?     It  would  amuse  you." 

"They  sav  that  jiearls  are  the  result  of  some  di.-ease,"  she 
said   hitterlv,  "and  we  have  already  suiTercd  mueh." 

"Do  nut  he  sad:  you  will  make  tiie  fortune  of  those  you 
love;  you  will  he  rich  and  i^reat — — " 

"Mademoiselle  ha^  su.h  a  ^'ood  heart.'"  said  Leiuui<iuinier, 
and  his  colander  countenance  was  di>tiu-ted  hy  a  smile. 

The  rc>t  of  ihe  evening:  lialthazar  socnt  with  liis  dau'.'hter-. 
and  for  them  exerted  all  his  jiowers  of  conversation  and  the 
charm  of  hi<  per-ouality.  There  was  soniethin,?  ma,i:netic  in 
his  look-  and  tone:,  a  fascination  like  that  of  the  serpent: 
the  -n^niu-;  and  the  kindly  wit  that  ha<l  attracted  Josephine 
were  eallcd  into  play;  lie  seemed,  as  it  were,  to  take  his 
dau;:!iter>  to  his  heart.  When  Kinmaiiuel  de  Soli-;  came, 
lie  found  a  family  .Ln-ouj);  the  father  and  children  were  talk- 
inj:  as  they  had  not  lione  for  a  kmu'  time.  In  spite  of  him- 
self, the  youm:  hi'adnia.-ter  fell  under  the  spell  of  the  scene: 
it  was  inipossilile  to  roist  Balthazar's  manner,  de  Solis  wa< 
carried  awav  hv  it.  Men  of  -cietice.  however  deeply  ahsorheil 
in  watchin.;  quite  other  jiheiiomemi.  hriiiir  hi<rhly  traineij 
powers  of  perception  to  the  le,i-i  details  of  daily  life.  Xotli- 
inp  escapes  their  olHer\a!ioii  in  ilx'ir  own  spher<>;  they  are 
not  ohliviou>.  hut  they  kceji  to  their  own  times  and  season-', 
and  an  seldom  m  touch  with  the  world  that  lie-;  heyond  thai 
sphere;  thev  know  everythinir.  and  foithwith  for;jet  it  all: 
thev  make  forecasts  of  the  future  for  their  own  sole  henefit. 
foresee  the  eve-.;.-  that  take  others  hy  surprise,  and  keep  their 
own  coull^el.  If.  while  to  all  appearance  they  are  uncon- 
scious of  wiiat  i<  fiassinsr.  they  make  use  of  thei,-  special  ,<rif' 
of  observation  and  deduction,  they  see  and  understand,  an.i 
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Iraw  their  own  inforoncos,  and  tlioro  is  an  end  of  it;  work 
laiin^  them  ii;:ain.  and  they  seldom  make  any  but  a  blunder- 
in.i:  use  of  their  knowlcd<re  of  the  thinjrs  of"  life.     At  times 
when  they  are   roused   from   their  social   apathy,  or  if  they 
happen  to  drop  from  tlic  world  of  ideas  to  the  world  of  m.-n 
:i<l  women,  they  hrin-:  with  them  a  well-stored  memory,  and 
:'■•■  In-  no  mcjins  strauL'tTs  to  what   is  happ.-ninir  there.     So 
I  was  witii   Balthazar.     He  ha.l  (piick  sympathies  as  w(>ll  a.s 
'■arn-sightedne.<s.  and  knew  th,.  whole  of  his  (lauj,diter's  life; 
: '■  had  guessed  or  learned   in   ,^ome  way  the  almo.st   imper- 
-ptible  events   of   t  .e   eoiuve   of   ih-    mysterious   love    that 
"lund  her  to  Emmanuel  ;  he  let  the  lovers  feel  that  he  had 
-"lessed  their  seeret.  and  .sanetioned  their  affection  by  shar- 
iii:  in   it.      From   .Marauerite's  father  this  was  the  sweetest 
f.irm  of  flattery,  and  they  could  not  resist   it.     The  evening 
!ius  spent  wa.  deli-htfnl  after  the  troubled  and  an.\ious  life 
!ii>'  poor  girls  had  led  of  late.     When  Balthazar  at  last  left 
!hem,  after  they   had   i)asked.  as  it  were,  for  awhile  in  the 
^'inlight  of  his  presence,  and  bathed  in  his  tenderness.  Em- 
Mianuel  de  Solis"  constrained   manner  ehanged;  he  emptied 
Ills  pockets  of  three  thou.-aiid  ducats,  of  which  he  had  been 
;iitasily  conscious.     He  set  them  down  on  Marguerite's  work- 
able, and   she  covered   them   with   some   hou.se-linen   which 
^hr  was  mending.     Then  he  w.'ut  back  f..r  the  remainder. 
Uhcn   he  returned,    Felicie  had  gone  to   bed.      It   was   pa.st 
'  leveii  o'clock,  and  .Martha,  who  was  sitting  up  for  her  mis- 
tress, was  still  busy  in   Felicie's  room. 

''Where  shall  I  hide  it?"  asked  Marguerite;  she  eonhl  not 
re-ist  the  temptation  of  passing  the  coins  through  her  fin- 
::'Ts.  a  childisl,  freak,  a  moment's  delay,  which  cost  her  dear! 
"Those  pedestals  are  hollow."  said  PZmmanuel ;  "T  will  raise 
liu-  column  off  its  base,  and  we  will  slip  the  gold  inside  it: 
uo  one  would  think  of  looking  there  for  it." 

Hut  just  as  Marguerite  was  making  the  last  journey  but 

•'.w  between  the  work-tal)le  and  the  pedestal,  she  gave  a  "shrill 

'■>■  iind  let  the  piles  of  du.-ats  fall,  the  paper  in'which  thev 

'  re  wrapped  gave  way,  and  the  gold  coin.-   rolled   in  all 
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directionsj  over  the  floor;  her  father  was  standing  in  the 
(loorw  V  :  liis  eager  look  terrified  lier. 

"What  ever  are  you  doing?"  he  a^ked,  looking  from  hi?t 
daughter,  who  stood  transfixed  with  terror,  to  the  startled 
de  Soli.-,  who  liad  hastily  risen  to  his  feet — too  late,  his 
kneeling  position  at  ihe  foot  of  the  pedestal  had  been  siilh- 
cient  to  betray  him. 

The  din  of  the  falling  gold  rang  hideously  in  their  ears; 
the  eoins  lay  scattered  abroad  on  the  floor,  a  sinister  augury 
of  the  future. 

"1  thought  so."  said  [-.althazar;  '"I  felt  sun^  that  I  heard 
the  rattle  of  gold  .      ." 

He  was  almost  as  excited  as  the  other  two;  one  thought 
possessed  them  both,  and  niadi'  their  heart  beat  so  violently 
that  tlie  sounds  could  be  heard  in  tin-  ,,  vat  silence  which 
suddeidy  fell  in  the  parlor. 

'"Thank  you,  .M.  de  Solis,"  said  Margiierite,  with  a  glance 
of  intelligence,  which  >aid  :  "Play  your  part ;  hel])  me  to  save 
the  money." 

''Wluit  I"  cried  Balthazar,  with  a  clairvoyant  glance  at  his 
daughter  and  Emmanuel,  "then  tliis  gold r" 

"Belongs  to  this  gentleman,  who  lias  l)een  so  goo<l  as  to 
lend  it  to  me  that  we  nuiy  fulfil  our  engagements,"  she  an- 
ewered. 

^I.  de  Solis  redilened,  and  turned  as  if  to  go. 

"Monsieur."  said  Balthazar,  laying  a  hand  on  his  arm, 
"do  not  slip  away  from  my  grateful  thanks." 

"You  owe  me  no  thanks,  ^f.  Claes.  The  money  belongs  to 
Mile.  Marguerite ;  she  has  l)orrowed  it  of  me  on  security." 
he  answered,  looking  at  Marguerite,  who  thanked  him  by  an 
almost  imperceptiijle  movement  of  her  eyelids. 

"1  cannot  allow  that."  said  (Maes,  taking  u])  a  pen  and  a 
sheet  of  paper  from  the  table  where  Felicie  had  been  writing. 
He  turned  to  the  two  bewildered  young  people. 

"How  much  is  there?"  he  asked. 

Balthazar's  ruling  passion  had  made  him  craftier  than  the 
moet  cunning  of  deliberate  scoundrels;   he  meant   to  have 
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the   mnnoy  in   liis  own  hands. 
(If  Solis  hesitated. 

'"Lot  U.S  count  it."  .=aid  Balthazar. 

"There  are  six  thousand  I'neat.-;,"  Emmanuel  said. 

'•Seventy  thou.^and  franes,  '  returned  ('Ia(>. 

Marj^nierite  and   Emmanuel  exchanged  glance.*,  and   Em- 
fiianuel  took  courage. 

"M.  Claes,"  he  said  resjieet fully,  "your  note  of  hand  is 
worth  nothing— pardon  ihc  tichniea!  expression.  Tiiis  morn- 
ing I  lent  mademoiselle  a  hundivd  thousand  francs  to  huy  up 
the  hills  which  you  were  unaMf  to  meet,  so  evidcntlv  vou 
are  not  in  a  position  to  give  nie  any  s.-curity.  This  unmev 
iielongs  to  your  daughter,  who  can  dispose 'of  it  as  .seems 
good  to  her;  but  I  have  only  l,Mit  it  wiih  the  undfTstand- 
iiig  that  she  will  sign  a  document  giving  me  a  claim  on  her 
share  of  the  land  at  Waignies,  on  which  the  forest  once 
stood." 

:\Iarguerite  turned  her  head  away  to  hide  the  tears  that 
nilfd  her  eyes.  Slie  knew  Emmanuel's  puritv  of  heart  Ho 
iiad  been  brought  up  by  his  uncle  in  the  most  scrupidou.s 
!  ractice  of  the  virtues  prescribed  by  religion;  >li..  knew  that 
hr  held  lies  in  special  abhorrence;  he  had  laid  his  life  ,ind 
''ii>  iK'art  at  her  feet,  and  now  he  was  sacrificing  his  con- 
science for  her. 

-Oood-night,  M.  de  Solis,"  said  [Balthazar:  "I  had  not 
looked  for  suspicion  in  one  whom  I   regard  almost  with  a 
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Emmanuel  gave  Marguerite  a  piteous  glance,  and  then 
'  rossed  the  courtyanl  with  ^fartha,  who  closed  and  bolt»'d 
llir  hous<>  door  after  the  visitor  had  gone. 

.\s  .soon  as  the  father  .did  daughter  were  alone  together, 
<'Iaes  said  : 

"You  love  him.  do  you  not?" 

"Eather.  let  us  go  straight  to  the  point."  she  said.  "You 
want  this  money?  You  shall  never  have  anv  of  it."  and  she 
'■(■gan  to  gather  up  the  scattered  ducats,  lur  fath.-r  h('l[)ing 
'"T  in  silence.     Together  they  counted  it  over,   MarguiTito 
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Bhowiiig  not  ;i  trace  of  distrust.  Wli.-n  tlic  u'old  was  nnoc 
more  arrauj^a'd  in  pik's,  f'lacs  spdkc  in  lli''  tono  of  a  desperate 
man : 

"Mar>,nierite,  T  mn?t  have  the  p"ld  I"' 

''If  vou  take  it  from  nie,  it  will  he  theft."  she  said  coolly, 
"liistcn  to  nie,  father;  it  would  lie  far  kinder  to  kill  us  out- 
right than  to  make  us  daily  endure  a  thousand  deaths.  You 
see,  one  of  us  must  j^ve  way " 

"So  you  would  nnirder  your  father.'"  he  said. 

"We  shall  have  aven<red  our  mother's  death,"  she  said, 
pointinj;  to  the  spot  where  Mme.  Claes  had  died. 

"Mv  child,  if  you  only  knew  what  is  at  stake,  you  would 
not  say  .such  thin;;s  as  these  to  me.  Listen  I  I  will  explain 
what  the  prohlem  is.  .  .  .  But  you  would  not  under- 
stand!" he  cried  in  despair.  '".Vfler  all.  lmvc  it  to  me;  ho- 
lieve  in  your  father  for  once.  .  .  .  Yes.  I  know  that  T 
gave  your  mother  pain;  .  ih)W  that  I  have  sipiandered  (for 
that  is  how  ignorant  pe'M)!e  put  it)  my  own  fortune  and 
made  great  inroails  into  yours:  I  know  that  you  are  all  work- 
ing for  what  you  call  nunlness  .  .  .  hut.  my  angel,  my 
darling,  my  love,  my  Marguerite,  just  listen  to  iiu'!  If  I 
do  not  succeed  this  time,  I  will  put  my.^elf  in  your  hands; 
all  that  you  desire  I  will  do;  1  will  give  to  you  the  ohedienco 
that  you  owe  to  me;  I  will  do  your  bidding,  and  administer 
my  affairs  as  you  shall  direct:  1  will  he  my  children's 
guardian  no  longer:  1  will  lay  down  my  authority.  I  swear 
it  by  your  mother!"  he  ^aid.  shedding  tears  as  he  spoke. 

Marguerite  turned  her  head  away:  >he  could  not  bear  to 
pee  liis  tears;  and  Claes,  thinking  that  this  was  a  sign  of 
yielding.  Hung  himself  on  his  knees  before  her. 

"Marguerite!  ^farguerite!  give  me  the  gold!  Oive  it  to 
me  to  save  yourself  from  eternal  remorse.  What  are  twentv 
thousand  francs?  You  .see.  I  shall  die;  this  will  kill 
me.  .  .  .  Listen  to  me.  Marguerite!  My  j)romi-;e  shall 
be  religiously  kejit.  I  will  give  up  my  experiments  if  I  fail; 
1  will  go  iiway ;  T  wiM  leav(>  Flanders,  and  even  France,  if  you 
wish  it.     I  will  begin  again  as  a  mechanic,  and  build  up  my 
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1^  Ml  line  sou  In-  sou,  so  tliat  iiiv  diildren  in, 


iiy  recover  at  la^jt 


mill  tlu'iii. 


tiiat  science  will  have  taken   i' 

-Marpuerile  tried  to  persuade  her  fatlu-r  to  rise,  luil  1 


^^(■l[  to  her.  an<l  eontimied,  with  I 


le  .still 


"He  ti'nder  and  d 


ears  in  his  evi'- 


I  d< 


evotfd  this  once;  it  i>  the  last  tini 


:nrn 


not  succeed,  1  niv>flf  will  ac<iuie; 


If 


t.     ^ 


;ee  1 


II  your  harsh  judg- 


at  I 

11:  I 


oil  can  call  me  a  niadnian.  a  had  father;  von 


can  s 


am  a 
will 


I'ool,  and  i  will  kiss  your  hands;  heat  me  if 


hle>s  you  as  the  hcst  of  daui: 


ay 

you 


Iters,  rememhering 


■hat  you  have  ajvcn  me  your  very  life-blood." 

'•Ah.'""  she  <ried,  "if  it  were  only  my  life-blood,  vou  should 
■lave  It;  but  how  can  J  look  .ui  and  >ec  n.v  brothers  and  sister 
■;.urdcred  m  cM  hlood  for  M-ienccr  I  cannot  '.  Let  it  end  '" 
-"■  crcd.  dryin-  her  tear.^.  and  putting  awav  her  father's 
'Mressing  hand  from  her. 

'•Seventy  thousand  francs  and  two  months  !"  he  said,  risin.r 
■n  anger;  "I  want  no  more  than  that!  and  mv  daughter  bars 
n.v   way  to   fame,   my  daughter  stands  between  wealth  and 
'Hc.      My  curse  upon   you  l"   }v   wen'    on,  after  a  moment's 
P'iise.    "\  on  have  neitlu  r  a  daughfr's  nor  .i  woman's  heart ' 
lou  will  never  be  a  wife  nor  a  mother!     .     .     .     Let  me 
liive   It!     Say   the   word,   my   dear   little   one,   mv   precious 
'IH  d.      I   will   adore  you!"  and   he  slretohed   out  his  hands 
'.vitli  horrible  eagerness  towards  the  gold. 
^  "I  eannot  help  mvs..!f  if  you  takek  by  forc.^  but  (Jod  and 
M-  great   Claes  look  duwn   upon  us  now,"  said   Mar'nierte 
iiiting  to  the  portrait.  "^  ' 

"Th-n  liv...  if  vou  can.  when  vour  father's  blond  will  he 
"1  your  head!"  cried  Balthazar,  lookim:  at  her  with  abhor- 
'"'  nee. 

_  II'-  rose,  looked  round  the  parlor,  jni,!  slowlv  left  if  when 
-;  reached  th..  d(,nr.  he  turned  and  came  back  as  a  lj<.<r,rar 
•^!-!it.  with  an  imploring  -csture,  a  look  of  entreatv.'~but 
■■-ii-LMierite  only  shook  her  head  in  reply. 

"  Fare  well,    my   daughter!"   he  .said  '  gentlv ;    "try   to   livo 

miihIv." 


W 


ben  he  had  gone.   Mar-uerite  stood   for  awh 


iile  in  dull 


li 


I 


-  H 
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bowildfrini'iit  ;  it  .-.niifd  a>  if  her  wli'lc  world  had  slippfd 
from  luT.  Slir  \va.s  no  loiipT  in  the  faniiliiir  parlor;  >hr 
was  nil  longi'r  conseious  of  luT  physical  cxistcnco :  her  sor.l 
had  t^ikcn  wind's  and  -uarcd  to  a  world  wliiMv  thoiiudit  an- 
niliilalcs  tiino  and  siuuc  vhrw  \h>-  \r\\  drawn  acm-.-  tho 
fiiturr  i^  lifted  in  m'Imc  divine  power.  It  seemed  to  her  that 
she  lived  tliron^xh  wlmle  da\s  hetweeii  each  sound  of  her 
father's  f("ii>teii>  on  the  >tairca.-e;  and  when  she  heard  him 
niovin--  above  in  his  room,  a  celd  .dmddcr  went  throuf,di  her. 
A  siidilen  warninu'  vision  Hashed  like  li,L'htnin^'  throujzh  her 
brain;  she  tied  noi^cle^sly  up  the  dark  -tairea-e  with  the 
speed  of  an  ariow.  and  >aw  her  father  pointing'  a  pistol  at 
his  head. 

"Take  it  all  I"  she  cried,  as  -he  -praii'T  towards  him. 

She  fell  into  a  chair.  At  the  si^dit  of  her  white  face.  Bal- 
thazar l»e,L,an  t"  wee[>— >uch  tears  as  old  men  .-hed  ;  he  wa.-; 
like  a  cliiUl;  he  ki—ed  her  f>.rehead,  -peakin;:  incoherent, 
meanini:!e^s  words;  he  almo>I  danced  for  joy.  and  tried  to 
phiv  witii  her  as  a  lover  plays  with  the  mistress  who  ha-J 
made  him  happy. 

'•I",nou<,di  nf  this,  father!"  she  said;  "remember  your 
promise!     If  vou  do  ;iot  succeed,  will  you  obey  my  wishes?" 

"Yes." 

"Oh,  mother!"  she  cried.  turnin.LT  to  the  door  of  Mme. 
Claes'  ro(un.  '"you  would  have  j:iven  i'  all  to  him,  would  you 

not  y 

"Sleep  in  peaee."  said  Balthazar;  "you  are  a  ,<];ood  pirl." 

"Sleep!"  >he  cried:  "the  ni.udits  that  hron.Ldit  sl(>ep  are  ,irone 
with  mv  vnuth.  Vou  have  made  me  old,  father,  just  as  you 
^rraduallv  liliirhteil  my  mother's  life." 

"P(M)r  little  (Uie!  If  I  could  only  ,i:ive  you  eorfuleneo.  by 
c.xplainini:-  the  results  I  hope  to  (»htain  from  a  irrand  (>.\peri- 
ment  that  I  have  just  planned,  yn\i  would  see  then "' 

"I  see  nothinu'  but  our  ruin,"  -he  said.  ri-in,L'  to  go. 

The  n(>vt  day  was  a  holiday  at  the  rolle^e  de  Dotiai.  Em- 
manuel de  Solis  came  with  dean  to  see  them. 

"Well?"  he  a-ki'd  anxiously,  as  he  went  up  to  Marguerite. 
i  ga'.L'  way,"  blic  said. 
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'My  (Iriir  lifi',"  i 
if  you  lia.i  not  viddt'd.  I 


ir,3 


it'  an>wiTc(l.  ha 


!f 


Ti    wfiilly,  half  u'ladli 


ulon.  you  for  your  wrakncs- 
"I'oor.  j)oor  Eiiiinaiiucl  '.  what 
"Leavf  cviTythin','  to  uh',"  h 

'We  love  each  other:  it 


liould  h.ive  admired  vou,  but  I 


remains  for  m;; 


e  (  iied,  witl 


Several  I 


nil  he  Well  with  u: 


1  a  radiant  ;rlance. 


iiiiiiths  wen; 


:a(le 


yi 


iir<;uerite    see    ihat     her 


i\    in  unhrukeii  [),.,i( 


M. 


Sol 


IS 


'nomies   were  ahsohitelv   useh 


itortal 


M 


ihlv,  and  t 


retrenehmen(<    and    [x.fty 
and   advi>ed    her  to   live 


lie 


( 


"   ">'•   the    remainder  nf   tlle    money    which 


id   d'^posii 


■"'>i><'li"l«I.       All     thr< 
i 


"I  with  h;m   t" 


Hi'di     tho- 


T  the  expenses  of  tl 


■<•    months     Manriier 


irassed  i.y  the  anxi.-ty  which  had  proved  t 
'1-  Iicr  mother:  for.  little  as  «1 

fii 


le 


ite     was 


oo  heavv  a  hurdeii 


...  .  -       was   ilisposed    to   helicve   in 

fathers  premises,  she  was  driven  to  hnpc  i„  his  ;:eniu. 
■>  .■    s  ran...  and  mexplicahle  thin.Mhat  we  .o  .ft,.,  con- 

'-"0  to  nope  when  we  have  n.,  faith  left.     Hope  is  the  tiower 

"I  Desire,  and  Faith  is  the  fruit  of  (Vrtaintv 

'•Id   hirMlf     Claes   and    F^emulquinier  said.   -We  shall   <„c 
■•H.d      InitnaesandLeniul.uinier.^^^ 
'^!»ckily.  Balthazar  .rrew  more  and  more  d(-pres.e,l  dav     v 

n^     ^-H.t,meslHMlid  not  dare  to  meet  his  in,.hterW 
M    nnnor:  sometimes,  on  the  ,.,hcr  hand,  he  looked  a-  her  in 
■nn.iph.      Marguerite    spent    her   evenings    i„    .cekinro 
;'--tKms  of  le,al  dimculties.   with   voun.  de  Solis  ^^    ^ 

-r:  she  was  alwavsaskin^H.r  father  ahout  their  c„n,pli- 
-t'"]  familv  relationships.     At  last  her  n,a<cu!in l„c.t  on 

--■omplete:  .he  was  ready  with  plans  t.pnt   in 
';t      f  her  father  should  once  more  Ik-  worsl-d   m  the  duel 

•nth  his  anta-oni^t-the  Tnknown  X 
About  the  be^nnin^  of  Jnlv.  Balthazar  spent  a  wh.le  dav 

'n  a  bench  in  the  garden,  absorbe.d   in  .^ad  thou.rh,.      On  e 
nd   a^ain   he   looked   about   him.   at   the   bare   .arden   bed. 

■;.-h  had  oru.e  been  -.iv  with  tulip...  at  the  windows  of  his' 

M  thaWl"-  n       ;  r?""^     '"''"'"^^  '"   "•"  --"ection  of 
■  1  that  this  Quest  had  cost  him.     He  stirr-d  from  time  to 
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time,  and  it  \v;i-  iibiiii  thiil  hr  ilmii;:lii  cil"  nilicr  thinps  tlian 
sciencr.  .'ii>t  IjcI'imc  iliiiiirr,  .Miir;.'ii(ritf  look  up  Iht  needle- 
work, and  laiiH'  nin  to  sit  lirsidc  liiiii  for  a  few  miuutes. 

"Well,  father,  ynu  have  not  succeeded?" 

"No,  my  child." 

"All!"  '^'ar^Murite  -aid  ^'riitly,  '"1  ai:i  not  ^'oinp  to  utter  a 
word  of  ri'proach;  indeed,  we  are  \n<\]\  ei|iially  to  lilaine;  l»ut 
1  must  claim  the  fulliliiieiit  i)\'  yniir  j)rniiii>e:  ynnr  ])romise 
is  surely  sacred — vmi  are  a  Clae-.  Votir  children  will  never 
show  you  anythim:  Inn  Imc  and  respect  ;  hut  from  t<i- 
(lav  vou  are  in  my  hands,  and  mu>t  do  as  1  wi-h.  Do  not  he 
anxious;  my  rule  will  he  miM,  and  I  will  do  my  hest  to  hrin^' 
it  quicklv  to  an  end.  I  am  troinj,'  to  leave  you  for  a  month — 
Martha  is  goinj:  w'th  nu — so  that  I  may  see  after  your  af- 
fairs," she  added,  with  a  kiss,  "I'or  you  are   my  child  now. 


you  know      So   I'V-licie  will  he  left   in  charL'e.      I' 


oor  child 

she  is  harely  seventeen  ;  how  can  she  re-ist  you  ?  lie  p'lierous. 
and  do  not  ask  her  for  a  penny,  for  <he  ha-  nothint,'  In'vond 
what  is  strictly  necessary  for  the  housekeeping:  expenses. 
Take  coura^'c;  unvo  up  yoar  invotiirations  and  your  theories 
for  two  or  three  years, your  ideas  will  mature,  and  hy  that 
time  1  shall  have  saved  the  necessary  money,  and  the  prohleni 
shall  he  solved.  Now.  tiieii,  tell  me,  is  not  your  (pieen  a 
merciful  soverci;:n  ?" 

"So  all  is  not  yet  lost  I"  the  old  man  answered. 

"No,  if  you  will  only  keep  your  word." 

"I  will  ohey  you.  .Mareuente,"  said  ("lacs,  deeply  moved. 

Xext  mornimr  M.  Conyii'  ks  came  from  ("amhrai  for  his 
grand-niece.  lie  had  come  in  his  travclinj:  carriaire,  and 
only  stayed  in  hin  cousin's  Ihmisc  until  i!*.iariruerite  and  Mar- 
tha could  complete  the  preparations  for  their  ji>urn(>y.  M, 
Claes  made  his  cousin  W(  Iconic,  hut  he  was  evidently  down- 
cast and  humiliated.  Old  M.  Coiiyncks  i^ue^sed  Balthazar's 
thouijiits ;  and  as  they  '-at  at  hn.-akfast,  he  said,  with  clumsy 
frankness: 

"I  have  a  few  of  your  pictures,  cousin  :  T  have  a  liking  for 
a  good  picture;  it  is  a  ruinous  mania,  hut  we  all  have  our 
wcakuesbes ' 
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•Dci 


\r  uncle 


rciiintistriitcd  Mar''iicrit( 


i.'V  say  you  arc  rniurd,  cniisiii;  hut  a  (•]nv<  always  has 


in;i>urcs  luTi'."  he  said,  tappiii;:  liis  tdvl 
'i  1-  iic  not:-"  hv  add 


ifMil.  "Mnd  litre  ton. 


•  •II,   laviiM'  his   liaiH 


"II   111-    heart. 


:i  ve  in  yon,  inoreovcr.  and  liav 


•I 


v  purse.  J  am  u-in^r  tlicMi  ii 

■■Ah:"  eried  Halllia/:ar.  "I 

•■'rile  only  treasures  we  have  in   Fland 


ivinj:  a   lew  >parf  crnuns  in 


1  your  scr\ic('. 

will  repay  voii  wiih  tre 


••■'iires. 


ii'Tice 


and   hard    work."   said   Conviicks  st 


er.-.  cousin,  are  pa- 


-|n 


r  there  has  the  twc 
d,  as  1 


ernlv. 


•Our 


au- 


>  words  >:raven  on  his   forehead. ■■  h 


.M 


I,'  r 


le  jiointed  to  the  portrait  nf  Van  CImc 
ir^'uerite  kiss.'d  her  father  and 
last    partin;:  ijirections   to  .Foselic   and    I- 


iiu- 


aris  w:th  her  ''reat-iin 


iiade  hi  in  .i,'o(i(i-hve.  <'avo 


elieie,   aiKJ    set 


daujrhter.  a  <:irl  of  t 


!I. 


\*'as  a  widower  with 


welvc,  and  tlw  ouner  ,,f  a 


n   IlllliiellSC 

■'■'line:  it  was  not  inipossihle  that  he  nn-lit  think  of  inarrv- 
'■.>-j  a-ain,  and  the  ^'o,,d  p<.,.pl(.  „f  l)„„ai  believe.l  that  Mar- 
;.:.'nte  was  destined  to  he  his  s,,.,,n.!  wif...  Rumors  of  this 
-ivat  niateh  for  .Mar^a.eriie  reaehe,]  l'ien|iiin-s  ears  and 
j'r-n^dit  him  haek  to  the  .Maison  Claes.  ( 'ons.derahle  ..han-os 
I'l'l  heen  wrought  in  the  views  <d'  that  wide-.iwake  worthv" 

■^-eiety  in  Douai  had  Im..,!  .Iivi,l,.d  for  the  past  two  v'ears 
^^'-    two   hostile   eamps.      The    noblesse    formed    one    c:ro„p 
'  '  ■'  "";  '^""'•-..oisie  the  other;  and.  not  nnnat.irallv.  the  lat- 

■  ■■  -onhally  hated  the  former.     This  sharp  «livision    in  fa.t 

•  -  not  (.onfine.l  to  Douai;  it  suddenlv  split  Franee  into  two 
'^^ 'I  "alions.  small  jealous  s.pml,l,|es  assumed  s.Tious  pro- 
-rtions.  and  e.mtrihute<l  n.,t  a   little  to  the  widespread  ae- 

■  ^"anee  of  the  Hevoluiion  of  .;„lv  Is.iO.  There  was  a  third 
^  ■■.V  nerupyin-  an  intermediate  positi,,,,  hetu-,,>ri  the  ultra- 
•1  ".-irehieal  and  ultra-Liberal  eamps,  t-  wit.  the  utlieials  who 
;  .-n-,.d  soeiallv  to  one  or  o. her  e.rele,  but  wl,.,,  „„  the  down- 

■■■•  n  th.  Rourbons  from  power,  immediatelv  beeame 
'■  ;tral.  At  the  out.set  of  tlu'  sfru^de  between  the  nnblesso 
■:;  i   the  bonr-eoisie   the   mn>t    nii!i..ard-(,f  sple.,<lor  was   dis- 

.',ved  at  eofTee- parties.  The  h'ovalis,,  ma-le  M,eh  brilliantiv 
u-r.'ssful  efforLs   to  ecUpse  their   Liberal   rivals   that   these 


lf,0 
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eiiic'uri'iin  fi  -ii\  itii'<  \\>  ]<•  -aid  In  \\.\\<'  m-t  -niiii'  rnthii-iii''ti 
Iiuliticiaiis  tlicir  iivi'-;  like  ill-ia-t  laiiiiiiii,  tlifv  coiild  im 
stainl  siicli  praitiif.  NaiuiMllv  ilic  two  {■ircl<'>  bccaiiu'  iimr 
and  iiMirc  roirictci!  ami   fanatical. 

ricniu'ii.  ihdiiL'li  a  vcrv  wealthy  man  as  provincial  for 
tunc-  L'li.  t'onml  him-cll'  cm  Imlcil  fr'>m  tlic  ari-incratii'  <'irc| 
ami  (Ifivcii  hack  upon  the  ipiiiir;_'c(ii-ic.  |li-  -cll'-jovc  had  suf 
fci'cd  ciin-idcrahl\  in  the  pfdcc--;  he  li.nl  rccci\ed  reimt 
iipdii  nhntr;  LTadiiallv  the  men  with  uhom  he  had  fnrmor! 
nibhed  >li(iiilders  dropju'd  lii>  acipiaintatKc  lie  was  fort 
year-  <ir  a^re.  the  limit  id'  time  when  a  man  who  conti'inplalc 
marria;:e  (an  think  of  taking'  a  youni:  wife.  The  niatche 
to  which  he  mii.'ht  a,-pire  were  aniotii:  the  hoiirL'i'oisic.  hii 
his  amhilioii  luukcd  InnL'inL'Iy  hack  toward-  the  aristocrati 
world  from  which  he  h;'.ii  heeii  thrust,  ami  he  ea^t  ahont  fo 
il  eredilahle  alliance  which  -hould  rcin-i.ite  him  there.  Tli 
Clae-  family  lived  so  much  cut  of  the  wurld  that  they  kmv 
notliiliL'  of  all  these  soi.iai  chailL'es.  ('!ae>.  indeed,  lKdolli:ci 
by  hirtli  to  the  uhl  aristocracy  of  the  province,  hut  it  seemci 
not  at  all  likely  that,  ahsorlied  as  he  was  hy  scientifle  inter 
ests,  he  would  share  in  the  rccentlv  introduced  clas-  [)reju 
dices.  [lowever  |ioor  ^he  miuht  he.  a  dauL'hter  of  the  hoii-i 
of  Claes  would  hrin^r  with  her  the  dower  of  irratified  vanity 
which  is  ea;rerly  eoveted  hv  all  parvenus. 

I'ienpiin.  tlien^fore,  renewed,  his  visits  to  the  Maison  Claes 
He  had  made  up  his  miml  to  this  niarria,L:e.  and  to  attain  hi 
social  amliiiions  at  all  co-ts.  lie  bestowed  his  company  ei 
lialihaz.ir  and  Felicie  in  Mar^'uerite's  ah-eiice,  and  diseov 
ered.  rather  late  ii;  the  day.  that  he  had  a.  forniidahle  rival  ii 
Kmmanuel  de  Solis.  Kmiiianuers  late  uncle  the  Ahhe  hai 
left  his  nephew  no  inc(,:i.-idi'rahlc  amount  of  property,  i 
was  said:  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  notary,  who  looked  at  every 
thinir  from  an  nndi^iriiisedly  material  statidpoint,  Eminanuc 
in  the  character  of  liis  unch  "-  heir  was  a  rival  t<i  ho  drcadi'd 
Pienpiin  was  more  disijiiieted  hy  Mmmaniiers  money  than  h; 
his  attractive  [ier>onality.  Wealth  restored  all  its  lustre  t( 
the  name  of  dc  Solis.    Gold  and  noble  birth  were  twin  glorin 
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.'    n'fl.'ctcil   >j.|frii!ur   upon   cirli   oiIi.t      '\'\u-   t)n!:irv   <i\\v 

•     lllf    ynllli;.'    llciliilii;i.t.T    tr-'Hcl      I'Vilrj,.    ;)  4    a     M-t.T.    .MhI 
l-rraillf     jrillnil-    of     tlli-     -lIlcT,'     atfr,  !  inn,        II. •     Irinl     to 

|iH'  Kniniiinurl.  tnr  _'lin::  ionvrnlion;il  [i!ir.i-r>  .,f  iral- 
.^wy  with  till'  >inall  talk  of  lli.'  day.  and  ilir  air-  of  a  man 

'.i-liioii  with  thi>  divaniy,  |i.n-i\f  inrlaiirli.ilv  whh  h  wan 
•   ill-sniicd  to  \u<   facr.      II,.  had   ln,t   all   hi-^ '  illuMoim.  Ii,. 

i.  and  turih'd  hi-  I'Vis  on  l'"rli(ir  as  if  to  \,-i  hep  know 
■'   -Ik'.  and  -lie  alone,  coalil  n-,-onrilc  him  with  lif,..     And 

'  lo,  to   uhotn  comiilim.nt-   and    llaltiTV   w.tc   a   novelty. 

lied  to  the  laii>:iia.-.'e  which  is  always  sweet  to  hear,  even 
'II  it  is  insiiiciTe;  she  mistook  hi- emiitiiie-s  for  depth  ;  ^fie 
I  pothini:  to  -leciipy  her  mind,  and  Iiep  cousin  heeame  the 
•it  <,f  iIr>  vairne  sentiments  that   filled   her  heart.      I'os- 

,  thoiiirh  she  her-elf  wa-  not  coii-cions  ,,f  the   fact,  -he 

jealous  of  tilt'  attentions  which  Kniniamicl  showed  hor 
■'  r.  and  sh(>  wi-hed  to  he  likewise  some  man's  first  thoutrht. 

•  npiin  soon  saw  that  Fc'-licic  show.'d  more  attention  t-  him 
1  to  Kmmanuel.  and  this  enfoiira,<red  him  to  persist  in  his 

•  iiipt.  until  he  Went  further  tlian  he  had  intended.  Krn- 
^ii'iel  looked  .,11,  watchin.i:  th.'  he;:innin;r  of  this  passi.)n. 
i^nhitvi]  in  the  lawyer,  artlessly  sincere  in  l-Vlici...  who.se 
'  :re  was  at  stake.     Whispere.l  phrases  were  exchan<:cd  Ix'- 

-n  the  eousins  when  Kmmanii.d's  back  was  turn.'.!,  little 
'"\nu-!^.  tritiin.tr  d..ce|)tions.  which  j:av..  to  the  sto|..fi  words 
:  -lanees  a  treaeherous  sweetness  that   mi-.dit  -rive  rise  to 

'    cent  errors. 

:'i.T<piin   hoped   and   intend..!   to   turn   his   intimarv  with 

•  w   to    his   own   aoeount.   and    to   di-civer    Martru.Tite's 

ons  for  taking'  tJie  joiirncv  t..  I'aris;  he  want.'.]  to  know 

iher  then-  was  any  .piesti.m  of  her  niarria<.'e.  and  whether 

:nust  renounce  his  pr.. tension- :  l)ut.  in  spite  of  his  trans- 

'••nt  man.euvres.  neither  Balthazar  nor  F.'dicie  could  throw 

■  li.uht  on  the  subject,  for  the  verv  sutlicient   reason  that 
V    themselves    knew    nothin.i:   of    ^^a^l:u,■rite■-    [.laii-;    on 

■  accession  to  power  she  .se..m...1  t.i  hav..  adopt.'.l  tli.^  max- 
)f  statecraft,  and  had  kept  her  own  counsel. 
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l?.illli;i/;ir'~  liinoiliiiiT  ini'l;iri(  liu|\  iMi'l  <lt[in->:ion  mailo  tl 
I'Vi'iiiii;:*  tctlmu-.  hliiiinaiiucl  liml  ^iir(  cciliil  in  ]ir-iiiiilM 
him  \i>  play  at  lia(k;:aiinHnii.  Inn  Mallliazar's  tliuiiirlits  wti 
t'lsfwhip'  all  the  vvhili':  and,  a-  a  riilr,  the  jxn'at  clu'iiiis 
with  all  his  iiiti'llfctiial  powers,  -ti'Hifil  positivi'lv  stiipii 
Ills  cvprctaliiiii^  liad  luinc  tn  nnthiiii:;  his  himiiliatimi  v,; 
irrfat  :  hr  hail  .sqiiaiidcn'd  three  fdrtiiin- ;  hr  was  a  peiuiilc' 
^'ainidcr;  he  wa-  crii-lird  hciHMili  liie  riiiiis  i^f  jiis  hfUisc,  hi 

Iicath   the   hlMih  II   m|'  hnpcs   lliMt    Wife  d  isappni  lit(  d    hut    imt   (" 

tiiiit.  Till-  man  id'  iri'iiiii^.  I'lrlu'd  liv  niTi--itv,  anpiiescin 
in  hi-  own  rnndiMimat  iun.  was  a  tra::ir  sjirciailc  wlrn  h  wmd 
liavr  imichrd  the  111(1-1  iiiilVi'liiiL'  iiatiirt'.  I'irri|iiiii  Imnsfl 
C'liwld  not  hut  t'l  i-l  an  invnhintarv  re-jiect  fur  this  <aj;('«l  lio 
with  ill.'  Iniik  id'  halllcd  pi.ui  r  in  the  eves  whieli  were  call 
hy  rea.-nn  nl"  di  -pair,  and  faded  t'ruin  e\ee-s  nf  li;:lit  ;  ther 
wa>  a  miile  entreaty  I'm-  eharity  in  thi'in  whirh  the  lips  di 
Tiot  (hire  to  frame.  Sometimes  his  face  suddenly  jii^'hted  u 
as  he  devi-ed  a  new  experiment  ;  and  then  I^althazar's  cvi^ 
would  trav(d  round  the  ruoni  to  the  >pot  where  Iiis  wife  ha' 
(lied,  and  tears  like  hiirnim:  ;rraiiis  of  smid  wmild  cross  th 
arid  pupils  of  his  eyes,  ^'rown  over-larp'  with  thou>:lif.  an^ 
his  head  Would  drofi  on  his  hrea>t.  lie  had  lifted  the  worli 
like  a  Titan,  and  tin-  world  had  rolled  hack  heavily  on  hi 
bii'asi.  'i'his  ^i;.i,i  -orrow.  i  ontrolled  so  manfnUv.  had  it 
t'ffect  on  l'ier(|iiin  and  Kiiiiiianiud.  who  at  times  felt  so  nm,] 
moved  hy  it  that  they  were  nady  to  otfer  him  a  sum  of  mone 
Kuilicient  for  another  -eries  of  experiments — so  infeetimis  ar 
ihc  convictions  id"  ireiiiiis!  fioth  yoiini'-  men  hcLran  to  under 
stand  how  Mnie.  Claes  and  Mari:u"rite  could  have  flun: 
millions  into  tlie  ahvs- :  hut  relleetion  checked  the  impulse 
of  their  near's.  and  their  .roodwill  manifested  itself  in  at 
tempts  at  cim-olation  which  increased  the  an^ruish  of  tin 
fallen  and  stricken  Titan. 

Claes  never  mentioned  his  ol,l,.-f  daiiL'hter.  showed  no  nn 
casines-  at  her  prolonL^'d  ah-eiic(>.  and  did  not  appear  ti 
notice  her  silence,  for  -he  wrote  neither  to  him  nor  fi 
Ftdicie.      lie  seemed   to   he  displea.sed   if   Solis  or   Pierquir 
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i^krd  him  fi 


■1-  plotting'  iiKiiiii't  li 


r  iirw>  (,f  li,.r.     hid 


li>'  Mi-|M,t  tliai   .\rar''ii..rit. 


Mil 


'I   Ik'   fi'i  I   liiiii-ilf  liiwrnd 


hi^  own  cy.'s  rinvv  that  \u-  hii.l  alMli.at.d  ami  lua.l 


in 


■ ■'"   .iiMii.  ,i,.ii   anil    iiiaijf  over  lliri 

riL'ht.s  as  a  father  tn  hi>  ,li,l.i :     Had  hv  .■„„„.  t.,  I,,,,.  |„,r  ],.^'^ 

■  lUM'  thrv  had  -hanirrd   [da,...!'      l-rrliap.  all  th.w,.  ,|,i„ps 
"iiiif.'il  f..r  ,-.oin..||iin;.',  and   iMiii.i.'I«d  vviil,  ..ih.T  and   \a  'iirr 

i"'l"KS    Whil'll    uvrniuud.d     hl>    ,n„l;     |l,.    ,.|imm.    f.    ^a  V     IlMth- 

--'  -f  .MarKu.rile.  as  ilin„gh  >\u-  wvr>-  in  .-..nir  xirt  in  «lis- 

_  race. 

"■■•■at   n,,.,,.   houvviT  jrrrat.  Isnown  or  nnlsnown.   In^kv  „r 
-'^  u'k.\   ,„  th.-.r  ,.nd..av„r>.  are  st.i!  human,  and  hav..  thur 
;■- (Mi>'>M'>.      I  nlnrlv.jy.   tn,,.   iii,.v   aiT   .-und-innrd    |u   .ntfrr 
;i'  'I'ly.   '-r  thnr  .,i.ai;ti,.s  a<  will  as  f..r  tlinr  .h.frct . ;  ami  nrr- 
i  .1-  IJalthazar  ua.  as  vH  nmiM..!  ,.,  ,!„.  pan;;,  of  a  woundi'il 
■'■>■      Ihc   days   til,.   ..v..nin-<    uhiili   all    I'oiir  sivnt    to- 
L-h.T,  WIT.,  full  of  m.dam.holv.  and  ov.rsliadou.d  hv  va^n,.. 
^ '..i-v  appn-hinMons.  whih-    Mai-mTit.-   was   auav.       Thoy 
■■    l-i}>  Ilk.,  a  harivn  wa-l..;  tl„.v   wriv  not  utt.Tiv  withou't 
•       niation.s  a  f..w  flow.T.  hlooiiad  h.r..  an.l  tl„r..'for  th,.m 
';•  I'l'K.k,  hut  till-  ho.K..  s....n,..d  ,o  h..  .hroudod  in  .'loom  ,n 
;■;    ^i!..<.',u.i.  of  ,h..  old.-M  .Iau,d,„.r.  wl,o  ha.l  ....m..  to  h.-  Us 
^    ■■  "";'    >';P;'  "').!  str..nj:th.      In  tin,  wav  tw.  montli>  w.,,t 
fv^an.i  Maitha.ar  |.ati..n!lv  await.,!  h,s  .la.i;:ht,.r's  return 

M;'i-n..rt(.  cani..  ha.k  to   Dnuai  with  h.T  nn.h..  who  di.l 

"■•  "I'    -  Lately  r..tnrn  to  Camhrai.     l)ouhtle<s  !,..  m,,„,t  to 

-  >■'■   support    to    his   niece   in   an    impen.lin<:   crisis       Mar- 

:|     rite.  nturn  was  the  „ceasion  of  a  small  family  r..ioinn<. 

;:"'^taryan.l   M.  deSoIishad   In.en   invit..d   to  dinner  1^: 

^ ;•  V    1       lore  th..  d..or  .,f  th..  lum...  all    four  appeared  ^o 
.       y   the  travi.lers  with  threat  .l..monstrati,.ns  of  j„v     Mar- 

-^:  t^'f  f;''""'''^'- '•■"'-^  rath,Who,;; 

-   m     t     r>  hlled  he.-  oyos  as  she  oross...!  the  oourtvard  an.l 

,    "he  parh.r      As  she  {mt  her  arms  roun.l  h..r  fnth,.r'< 

■;    •••  "'  H'r  th.MiL'hts   h,d   „,in,d..l   u-iih    i! irr,  kiss    •nid 

;:  ''f-^ 'i^r '' ^-''v  wife  who  ..a„m,  :,..J,r;:u 

■  n  .he  saw  Lmmauuel,  tlic  troubled  look  died  out  of  hor 
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eyes,  the  .-i^irlil  nf  him  sccnicd  to  '/wv  lin-  i-diirii-i'  f'>r  tl 
task  ,-ii('  had  secretly  set  'u'l^ell'.  In  ,-pite  of  the  cheerf.iliie 
oil  eviTy  i'aee  jiiul  th>'  ^zaii'ty  <>(  ihi-  talk  at  ilinner.  father  an 
(laui^hter  stmlieil  each  dther  with  ili-tni-t  aiui  eurinsi! 
Balthazar  iliil  imt  ask  Maruiarile  a  -in^de  inie.-tioii  a.s  to  li- 
stay  in  Paris,  iiaienial  diijiiity  (Imihtlc^s  preventt'(i  h';i 
Enmiamiel  de  S(>li>  was  e(|iially  di-i-reet  :  hut  I'ierriiiin,  '! 
liad  .~e  jniiij  hnii  aniM.iiiited  with  all  the  secrets  of  the  I  ■ 
ily,  did  not  avoid  the  suhjeet,  and  eoneealed  his  in<|iiisil  ■ 
ncss  under  an  assumption  i-l  <:eniality. 

'■Well,  dear  cousin.""  hi'  .-aid.  "did  you  sc'j  Paris,  and  t! 
theatres ?" 

"1  saw  iiothinir  of  Paris,"  .-he  an-wered  ;  "I  (vnly  went  n\ 
Avhen  I  was  diiliued  to  ^'o.  'I'lie  days  wi^iii  hy  very  todiou>i 
[■ir  me;  I  was  lonu'in^  to  see  Douai  aLTaiu."" 

"If  1  ha'd  noi  made  a  fus-,  she  would  not  have  gone  t 
the  ujicra  ;  and  when  slie  dui,  she  found  it  liresomol''  sai 
M.  Cony  neks. 

None  of  tliem  felt  at  their  ease  that  evening,  the  sniilt 
■were  constrained,  a  painful  anxiety  lurked  heneath  the  force 
gaiety;  it  was  a  trying  occasion.  Marguorito  and  Baltha/.;i 
were  hoth  tortured  Ky  doubts  and  fears,  and  the  otlni 
seeiiicd  to  fei.'l  ihi-.  As  the  evening  went  on  the  faces  of  tli 
father  and  <Iaughter  hot  rayed  their  agitation  more  plainlv 
and  though  Marguorite  did  her  liest  to  smile,  her  nervfu: 
niovements.  her  glances,  the  tones  of  her  voice  hetrayed  he: 
M.  Conynck-  and  Knunanue]  de  Sdlis  seemed  to  understaii 
the  noitlc  gni's  agitation,  and  to  hid  her  take  courage  hy  e> 
pressive  glances;  and  Balthazar,  hurt  at  not  l)eing  taken  iiit 
conlidence  while  stc]'-  were  taken  and  nuitters  (h'cided  whii- 
(■(Uicerned  him,  gradually  hecame  more  and  more  reserve 
and  at  last  sat  silent  among  his  children  and  friemi 
Shortly,  no  douhi.  Margutu'ite  would  inform  liint  of  Iter  di 
cisions.  For  a  great  man  and  a  father  the  situation  was  ir 
tolerahle. 

Balliiazar  had  reached  the  time  of  life  wlien  things  ar 
usually   freely    discussed   with   tiie   children    of   the   famih 
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>y  witltT  oxpcriciifo 
av.T,  more  thou^xhtful  and  troubit-d 


ni>  I'M  mi'iiiii  a 


s  a  citizen  drew  nrarcr. 


in  the  faiiiilv  lilV  was  inipciilin 


a  crisis 


)f  which 


-  '  .■■  ulca  can  .mly  bo  ^mvch  by  a  nu>ia|>liur.     The  clouds  that 
;•■  ■!  thund..rbult  in  their  niid>t  iiad  -alhcivd  and  darkened 
-ky,  while  they  laii-!ied  below  in   the   fields;  everv  ..ne 
the  heat  and  the  ooiiiin^'  storm,  looked  up  at  the  heavens 
.  i  hurried  on  his  wav. 

M.  C'onyncks  was  the  first  to  jro,  Balthazar  went  with  him 
!-  ':!-  ro..m,  and  Pienpiin  and  Emmanuel  tn„k  their  ieav..  in 
■  ib^ence.  Mar^Mierite  bade  the  notary  a  friendly  sr„od- 
r  -It:  she  said  nothinrr  to  Kmrnanih-I,  but  she  clasped  his 
-.'^'l  li<,ditly.  and  the  tears  •^toud  in  her  eves  as  she  looked 
■  iiini.  She  sent  Felicie  away,  and  when' Claes  came  back 
:  •  :be  parlor  she  was  sittin;:  li.ere  alone. 

Mv  kind  father,""  she  said  in  a  tremulous  voice.  ^'I  could 
•  ■  have  brou-ht  myself  to  leave  home  but  for  the 
.T:.  jy  of  our  position:  but  now.  after  atronies  of  hope  and 
■•  '■  and  in  spite  of  unh.'ard-of  dilliculties.  I  have  brouirht 
^  uith  me  some  chance  of  salvation  for  us  all.  Thank.s 
i  •  ''v  to  your  name,  partly  to  our  nncle"s  influence,  and  the 
.■  ■   nst  of  ^r.  de  Soils,  wo  have  obtained  the  p.xt  of  Receiver 

•  la.xes  m  Brinany  for  you  ;  it  is  worth  eighteen  to  twentv 
-  ■  i^and  francs  a  year,  tliev  say.     Our  uncle  has  undertaken 

•  :.e   security   for  you.      H.^e   is   your  appointment."'   she 
'^j'i'"!.  drawin^^  a   pa[)er  from  her  reticul.>.      "For  the  next 

•  •  \ears  we  must  retrench  and  he  content  with  bare  necessa- 
^   ■:  you   would   find    it   intolerable   to   liv.>  on   here   in   the 

■  :-:  our   father  oudit  at   least   to   live  as   he  has  always 

•  '    accustomed  to  live.     I  shall   not  ask  you  to  spare  any 

ur  income  for  us ;  you  will  >pend  it  as  seems  irood  to  you 

■  I  entreat  you  to  remember  that  we  have  no  income.'no^ 
'  ■'itiv  except  from  the  amount  invested  in  the  funds  fo-^ 
;  Tiel— he  always  sends  the  interest  to  us.     We  will  liye  as 

'■■  lioiise  were  a  convent;  no  one  in  the  f.^mi  shall  h-ar 
■}!lung  about  our  economies.      If   you    lived   on    here   in 
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Douai,  you  would  \w  a  po-iti'c  liiinlraiict'  to  us  in  our  t'fTor 
to  restore  eoiiifort.  Am  I  nliusin.u'  the  i-.utliority  ou  ga^ 
to  ine  wlieii  1  put  you  in  a  position  to  re-estaliii~li  ynn  fo 
tune  yourself?  In  a  few  years"  tinu',  if  you  ehoose,  you  wi 
be  Keceiver-(reiieral." 

'"So,  Marguerite,"'  Baltliazar  said  in  a  !.)w  voice,  "you  ai 
driving  me  out  of  my  house " 

"I  did  not  deserve  such  a  bitter  n'proaeh,"  said  ^rarguerit 
controlling  thr  emotions  that  surged  up  in  her  heart.  "Yo 
will  come  liaek  again  among  us  as  soon  as  you  can  live  i 
your  native  town  in  a  manner  befitting  your  name.  Beside 
did  you  not  give  me  your  promiM',  father?"  she  went  o 
coldly.  "You  mu.-t  do  what  I  ask  of  you.  Our  uncle  i 
waiting  to  go  with  you  to  Brittany,  so  that  you  may  nt 
have  to  travel  alone." 

"I  shall  not  go  I""  cried  Baltliazar.  rising  to  liis  feet;  " 
stand  in  need  of  no  one"s  a~<istance  to  re-establish  my  f"i 
tune  and  to  pay  all  that  is  owing  to  my  children." 

"You  had  better  j:o,""  said  ^^a^guerite,  with  no  sign  o 
agitation  in  her  manner.  "I  ask  you  simply  to  think  ove 
our  respective  positions.  I  can  put  the  case  before  vou  ii 
a  verv  few  .vords  ;  if  you  stay  in  the  house,  your  childrei 
will  go  out  of  it.  that  you  may  be  the  master." 

"Marguerite  I""  cried   Balthazar. 

"  \nd  the  next  thing  to  do,'"  she  went  on,  without  heedinj 
her  father's  anger,  "will  be  to  inform  the  minister  of  von 
refusal  to  acce])t  a  hu  rative  and  honorable  post.  We  shouK 
nev(>r  have  obtained  it.  in  spite  of  interest  and  influence,  i: 
our  uncle  had  not  adroitly  slipped  several  notes  for  a  thou 
sand  francs  into  a  certain  ladv's  glove " 

".Ml  of  you  will  leave  me!"" 

"Yes.  If  you  do  not  leave  us.  we  must  leave  you,"  sht 
answered  "If  I  were  your  only  child.  T  would  follow  rin 
mother's  example:  I  would  not  murnnir  at  my  fate,  whatevoi 
you  nuLrht  brin^^  upon  inc.  But  mv  brothers  and  sister  shall 
not  die  of  hunger  and  despair  under  vour  eves;  I  [)rom'st'i] 
this  to  her  who  died  there,"  she  said,  pointing  to  her  mother's 
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M^    "Wo  l,av,.  hidJon  o„r  lm„l,l,.s  fr,,,,,  vmi,  a,„l  ,n,iu„,,) 

-:^'s,;\^! -7:::;;,::;;;:.:;;  ■•-::-:-:;-. 
:-^Mtx's^:!;:--;::— "-• --;; 

"My  dear  children!"  cried  Rnltl,-    ,^       ••       ,f 

"■';;;;  .  I  ^nlI  help  you  ;  I  will  worl:  with  vo„  ;  I "■ 

_^^^^nns  ,.  the  way,"  she  answered,  h<„d,n.  o„t  the  „,inister's 

"But,   my  darlin-    it  would   take  too   K,n-  to  restore  ,nv 

i'ir>  ot  ten  years  of  work  will  1„.  ]o<i    .k  wr.Il  ...  .1 
-•'-suu.ofn,oneywhiclMlK.lal';:,      :      ;^;^^^^^ 
r--rcesan.upthere."hesaid,i„.i,.a,in.„::!;;,;r-     ''" 

'-Ah!  my  dau.crhter.  you  are  very  hani !"  ho  answered    •,  ■ 
•■  -'f  <^^^n  m  an  annchair;  hnt  h.:  l-t  L^r  ... 
•\e\t  mornmLT  Afar'nierite  l..,rn,„l  c.        T  '     , 
M.  Claes  had  ^ne  o,^      Set:!",       I"  VTr"^'"'"''"  ^'"'^ 


h 
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Tin-:  ()\  i:sr  <U'  riii;  ai     )i,rTK 


did  not  know  lo  iln  w'thnut   thr  familiar  siiri'i'iMi<li:i!_^ 

he  \va.<  like  a  .-iil.iior,  wild  is  at  a  li'>~  tn  kn-w  wliat  In  >\ 
■with  liiiiisrlf  (111  [nil, lie  li.iii(la\-  wlnai  ln'  i-anii'it  iri'  'i 
"t'liaiiife.  All  hi-  iiM|ir-  dwrii  ilicri'  in  his  lalmralnrN  :  it  w, 
tht.'  one  s]ii>t  iiiiilci-  lira\rii  wlni'i'  he  cuulil  iu'raihi'  viial  a; 
This  eliiiifiiiLr  t"  taimiiar-  ih  iil'-  ami  |ila(i'S.  >o  sn-nni^r  a]i  ;, 
stinct  in  weak  nature-,  hcciMiK's  iliimst  tvraiinniis  in  iiicii  > 
.sciciiic  and  IraniitiLT.  lialtliazar  ('lacs  was  Id  leave  his  hoiist 
f'lr  liiiii  llii^  meant  that  ]>>■  inii-t  reiinimee  lii^  >rieiu-e  ami  h 
jirolii'in,  (ir  in  nther  words,  that  he  iiinsi  die. 

Mar;„qierite  was  in  the  la-t  e\in'i:iily  nl"  an\!>'ty  and  fe:i 
until  hreakt'a-t  time.  'I'lie  thniiLrlit  ot'  l?altliazar"s  atteiii] 
til  take  Ins  life  after  a  -iniilar  seeiie  (aiiie  to  lii-r  iiieiiior' 
and  she  feared  that  her  father  had  fmind  a  irauMe  sohiti" 
(if  hi-  diilieiilt  ie- :  -he  walked  up  and  duwn  in  the  parlo 
and  shuddered  every  time  t  lie  hell  raULT  at  the  door.  Ba 
tiiazar  at  last  came  hack.  M.ir>:uerite  watched  him  cross  ih 
court,  and.  Lrazin^r  anxiously  at  his  face,  could  read  nothin 
liiit  till'  traces  of  all  that  storm  of  irrief  in  its  expn^ssioi 
When  he  c.ime  intu  the  parlnr  she  went  iiji  to  him  to  wi- 
him  irood-morniii;: :  he  put  his  arms  atTectintiately  ahout  h^ 
waist,  dri'v.-  her  to  hi-  !)rea>t,  kissed  her  foreiiead.  and  sai 
in  her  ear: 

'"I  have  heen  to  sec^  aliout  my  passport." 

The  tones  of  her  fithei'V  viiice.  his  rosiiination.  his  care- 
almost  liroke  poor  MariTUerite's  heart  :  she  turned  her  he;p 
away  to  hide  the  tears  whicli  she  could  not  keep  hack,  tld 
into  tile  irarden.  and  only  catm^  hack  when  she  had  wept  a 
her  ease,  nurin,!:  hrcakfa.-t  Balthazar  was  in  liTeat  spirit? 
like  a  man  who  has  decided  on  his  course. 

"So  we  are  to  start  for  Brittany,  uncle,  are  we?"  he  -aii 
to  M.  ('oTiy?icks.  "I  have  always  tlioii<:ht  I  shouhl  like  ti 
see  Brittany." 

''Livint:  is  chea|)  there,"  the  old  uncle  remarked. 

"1-  fallier  ixoinrr  to  leave  us;-'"  cried  Felicie. 


M, 


S,i!l- 


came  in  with  Jean  at   that  moment. 


"You  will  let  him  spend  tiie  day  with  us."  said  Balthazar 
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n-  .'fiin  ran:f>  to  sit  he-id,'  liiin  •  ••!    ,,  . 

'  "'"It  '"  'lid  hiiii  ir.,nd-l,vt' 

^     Knunanu..!    lu.k.d    a,n.-    at  '  Mar.u.Ti,...    „!,„    h„n-.   her 

•'■''■'l';'''t'>Kiw.way,o,,an,,',,l,h,,,,^h,,o,-,,,,.ar/   'n^; 
'■•■  "rdiiiarv  partiii.,-   it    wa^  an  cmI,.       \nl   ,1       '         "■  "'^^ 

;-"■■•"'■'>, ''■^" I "■;;;,;;':;■„.!"  ,::",;;;::>,™: 

<y  tfif  errors 
li.-^  ^'cniiis. 


7.'"'!>^"''>-    ""I"'   P""^inee    in,,,o.edo„    Inni    f, 
;  ;"-'i   l>"  tKi'l   .;or,nn,tted   uhen   earned   awav   l,v 


.:;';■;;;;;';;;;-; -...,,ed.  He  a..ed..^ 

•Vou  are  worthy  of  A/,..'-  „„,,,.,„^j   Mar<MHTito    turnin<. 
■'"■  portrait  of  \  ;,n  CI.,,.^  "  '""^"mj? 

\eM 


:■!  Ill 

'•  a  IK 

til 


'      ;""'";'^  '•^''"'---  f""ou-ed  hy  Le,„„,.,nnier.  went 
>  laboratory  ,0  take  leave  of  his  eheri<hed  hope.      M, 

o- .  rn(  re  \\a.-  iiothini:  there  hut  ind  i*  •  ., . 
hnn.  a.,d  l,.„i  1 ,      "  ""*'  ''■"  asM)eiations 


:"""•  "'Kl  had  home  a  part  in 


">  «'\|.erinionts  or  his  in- 


it,_Hi>  DroK"  trorn  hini.  :i~  fr,,,„  .,  ..__  , 


""  '"■'"•  ••'■^  fro,,,  a  man  ron-lemnH  t. 

., ,     ,   ,     ,  ,„■  '  '"'ad  him  1 

„     -J-t^Ioek.    „he  said,  stopping  heforo  a  .ap.,!e  in  whieh 


!'  when  they  arc  ahont  to  lead 


lini  to  the  seafTohl. 


.^;;;'''--  -f  ^  vohaie  hatterv  u-ere  .mmorsed  :  "we  ou^ht 
-.t  to  see  the  resnh  of  thi.  experiment.    If  it  were  to  l^o' 


i^ 


iTi; 


THE  QUEST  OF  THE   AR.-'(»I,I-TE 


('('('(]  iiiv  rliildi'i'ti  woiilil  imt  drive  their  fiiiher  from  hi-  hmi- 
wheii  Ih'  cMiiM  (liiii:  ilimiionds  at  th^ir  fe(>t.  Ilideni 
liiiiiiL'ht  I  .  .  .  Here  i-  a  enriihiiiati'in  of  earlton  aiul  sii' 
phiir,  ill  which  the  carljoii  phiys  tlie  part  of  an  elei-tro-po- 
live  hn(l\  :  crv-tallizatiiiii  ^iioiild  (■(iniiiienee  at  the  iietrativ 
]ioIe,  ;!:i(l  in  the  cax^  of  deeoiiipositioii  the  earimii  wuuhl  li 
(le|.(i-iird  tliere  in  a  crvstalline  form." 

■'Ail!  iliai  is  what  it  will  do!"  said  Lcimilquiiiier,  '  lokir. 
admirliiL'ly  al   his  iiia.-ler. 

"Bill,'"  IJaltliazar  went  on  after  a  motnent  of  -ileneo.  '"th 
conihinatiiin  is  snlitnitted  to  the  inliiiencc  of  that  batter 
which  iiiiLrhl  act " 

*"lf  monsieur  desires  it,  I  will  s<u)n  ineroaso "' 

'"No,  no;  it  must  he  li'ft  just  as  it  is.  That  sort  of  ^ry^ 
tallixation  re(|Uires  time,  and   mu-t   lie  left  undisturhod.'' 

'"Confound  it  I  the  crystallization  is  loiij^  enouirh  about  it! 
cried  the  man-servant. 

■"If  the  temperature  were  to  fall,  tlie  sulphide  of  carbo 
would  crystallize,"  said  Balthazar.  lettin.s:  fall  >trav  link.s  o 
a  chain  cf  idea.s  which  wa.s  cemplete  in  his  own  mind;  "bu 
snppoic  the  action  of  the  battery  is  brought  to  bear  on  i 
under  c<'rtain  cfuiditions  which  I  do  not  know  how  to  set  uf 
.  .  .  This  otiL'ht  to  b(>  carefully  watched  ...  it  i 
possible.  .  .  .  But  what  am  I  thinkinir  of?  There  is  t 
be  no  more  chemistry  for  ns.  my  friend:  we  must  keep  bonk 
in  a  receiver's  oflice  somewhere  in  Brittanv.     .     .     ." 

Claes  liurried  away  and  went  flnwnstairs  to  hreakfa.st  ii 
his  own  house  for  tlie  last  time.  Pierquin  and  M.  de  Soli 
had  joined  them.  Balthazar  was  an.xious  to  put  an  end  b 
the  death-a<:nny  of  science,  said  farewell  to  his  children 
and  stepped  into  the  carriaire  after  his  uncle;  all  the  famih 
came  with  him  to  the  threshold  of  the  door.  There,  ai;  Mar 
iruerite  clun<x  to  her  father  in  despair,  he  answered  her  mtiti 
appeal,  saving  in  her  ear.  "You  are  a  pood  child ;  T  bear  ynt 
uo  ill-will,  Marijuerite." 

Mar.iruerite  crossed  the  courtyard,  and  took  refupe  in  th( 
parlor;  kneelinjr  on  the  spot  where  her  mother  died,  she  mad( 


THR  QflOST  OF  TlIi:  A 


nsor.iTFo 


fervent    praver    tn    (;,„] 


heavy  task  of  h 


to 


■r  new  life  to  a 


give    litT    strciii^rth    to    1 


jriiu 


Miccessfnl  etui.     She  fd 


-tronger  alrea.lv.  f„r  an  inn.r  vui..  ..,1„„.,|  ,„„  ,,,,,,„,^,     , 

fiT  mother    her  s.stor,  and  hroilwrs.      K„nnanu,.|  and   Pior- 
r:.n^can>..n.H^ 

^^ '^o.,   n,ade,„oisell,..   what   will    vou   do   next-   in.uin.d 

••>ian.  the  fan.ily;-  she  said  sin.ply.     -'We  I,av,.  ahout  th,r- 

;"■     ''''"'''■';'  -•'-  of  land  at   Wa,;:nHs.      1    ,n,.an  ,n  1  a  .    t 

:'-••''•  -'""'l-HleU    up.",,.  ,lMv,.   fan,..   „...,■,..      ,l' 

•--^wry    arn,  bu,!,,,,,..,  and  ,!„.„  ,„  ],,  ,|„,,,     j   ,.„.|  .„,,. 

-  '"a^-yea^  pru- 
■    <-     .H^hnf    K„nv.,     sh..  said,   tnnnn.  tn   h.r  bro  h.r 

■.;iMster,      vdlpn.s....  afarmofal,,,,,,   four  hnndr.d  a-rJ 

.V'".\-      Mx    brother  (.abnelV  share  must   h.  ,!„.  h.MN,.  and 

-  ;;""-ls  t   at  stand   .n  h,s  nan,,..     Th.n   uv   .,  |      ,/ 

:^::;h;:Ti;n;::t^''--^-- 


■Hut,  dear  .-ousin,"  said  Pi.-npnn.  amazed  at  MarrnieriteV 

tin  t::r ""  r""  ^""-""■'--p  ^^^  .he  snua,!, 

".11   ^^.un   mon.  than  two  hundn.!   thousand   franrs   i 

n.,o.n,    o.,,a.tho,andandbundst.adn,,sa^^^^ 
.  •  e.     Wheic  i>  th..  moncv  to  come  f n.m  •-•■ 

;•     >at,s  Just  when., bo  di,ll,.ultv,. .s  in."  sh.  ..id.  !ook- 

-Irom,    -a"vertoK„nuanu,ddoSolis:-I,,,nno,  v,mtun. 
^yj^^^.n,^mon.otn,yunel.;beha.alroadvbec^^ 

:'Z/r:;/T±':r^'^^^^-'i--     it  sndd..nlv  .tmek 


■veil  yi't  the  C] 


fanes  aiiiccc 


•idred  thousand  f 

manuel  'ookod  at   M. 
•kilv  for  h 


les  irirls  w 


ere  wortli  more  than  five 


-Ml 


-lasm.     IT 

'  hundred  thousand  f 


mi,  was  still  a  not 


ri:iierite  tendcrlv;   but    V 


1  notary  m  the  midst  of  his 


enjinii. 


0  answered  accordingly,  -1  canlet  vou  h 


rancs 


IS  en- 
live  the 
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THi:  (jri;sr  ok  ifik  AiisuijTK 


Klllliiailili'l  ;ilii!  M,ir;_MliTitc  ^"ili:llt  (•nllli-cl  (if  cacl)  ntll 
by  a  Mliiiiii',  a  iilaiirr  thai  -rnl  a  ray  nf  Ii;:lii  tlirniij^li  I'ii 
(luiii's  lii'am.  l-'rlicii'  lilii.-hcd  u|i  1m  iln'  (■\f>,  -lir  wa^  -n  lii; 
lli,:t  Iicr  ciiiisin  hail  pr'i\r('  a-  ;,'i'n<'i-iir  a>  >hr  had  wishf 
Mar;.Mi('riti'  hmkcd  at  h>  r  >i-  cr,  a;',l  l: in ■-»■'!  I  hi'  t  fiiih  at  mic 
(luring  lur  ahM'iuc  thr  punr  chihrs  hrart  liaa  ht'cii  won  1 
rii'iiiiiinV  nii'aiiiii-l<'~>  Lr.iihiiil  ry. 

■■'i  nil  ^hall  oiiK  |)a\'  inr  tivi'  [up  ri'iit,"  he  aiMril.  ■'atid  r 
]iay  ini'  wIh'Ii  \un  like;  \nii  can  ;.m\i'  iin'  a  iiinrtLra;.'!'  i>ii  vm 
farms.  I?iit  ihi  imt  trniihli'  ymir-i'lf  ah'Hit  it;  ymi  >hall  ha 
iinlliiiiLr  til  ihi  liiit  tu  |iay  thi'  iiiniiry  whiii  all  the  i-imtrai- 
ari'  ciuniili-ti  d  :  I  will  liinl  ymi  -oiiii'  '^m-A  tniaiit*.  aiul  Im 
after  I'vcryl  liiiiL'  fur  ymi.  1  will  dn  it  all  for  iiothi!<L,%  ai 
stand  hy  ynii  likr  a  tni,-ty  kiitsinaii." 

Eiiiiiiaiiiii'l  inadr  a  ^i;_'n  \n  MarLriicritf,  hi'st'ccliiiij.''  li'T 
rofii-i-  tills  (lifiT.  1)111  ,-hc  wa>  \nn  mill  h  ah.-urhi'd  in  watdiii 
the  shadr-  nf  cxiirc-sinn  that  crn-Mil  hrr  -i-tcrV  face  to  noii- 
him.  After  a  mniiiriii'-  >ileiue  .-he  turiu'd  to  the  lawver  wii 
an  ironical  ^dance,  and  answered  of  her  own  aecord,  to  ) 
de  Soils"  irreat  joy. 

"Yon  ha\e  -tood  iiy  its.  poiisiii."  she  said:  "l  should  ha" 
('X]»ected  iio  less  of  you;  hut  we  want  to  frer  tlu'  e-tates  ; 
(|uiekly  as  |i.i-il,!r.  and  the  live  jier  cent  interest  won! 
hamper  us;  I  shall  wait  till  my  hrolher  eomes  of  ai;e,  and  v 
will  sell  hi~  stock." 

i'ieri|niii  hi;  hi-  lip-.  KMinianiiel  lieiran  to  smile  uontlv. 

"Felifie,  dear  child,  take  Jean  hark  to  schoul,"  -aid  ^^,■l 
.iruerite.  i^laneiriLT  at  her  hrotlier.  "Take  Martha  with  m 
I'e  very  irooil,  ,Ican,  ni'.'  dar!inL^  and  do  not  tear  vour  clotlii- 
we  are  not  rich  enoiiLrh  now  in  hu\-  new  ones  for  voii  „>  ofte 
as  we  used  to  do.  There,  run  away  little  man,  and  work  har 
at  \our  les-ons." 

Felicie  Went  out  with  her  hrotlier. 

''Cousin."  .-aid  Maririierile  to  Picniuin,  "and  vou.  moi 
siour."  she  added,  turning'  to  M.  de  Snlis.  "you  have  douhtle- 
oome  to  visit  my  fatlier  while  I  was  awav?  I  am  ^n-ateful  t 
you   for  tills  proof  of  your  friendship,  and  1   am  sure  tli;i 


mi  voiir 


m,   111(1!!- 
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I  R 


i7n 


■11  will  (1 


vi>iir  aih  id 


"""Kv"  '•'■'•  lwn,,„„r;:,rl>ul.„w,Il  .(an,]  ,„  ,,,.,.,1 


iiin  in  l»r.iiai  I  >ha!| 


I^-'t  us  iinWiT-tiind  .■iidi  utlicr  c! 


Hit   wllcli   I- 


uluav>  stv  \. 


''Ikic  will  l„-  !,.|' 


'•arlv. 
u  With  III,,  irrcatfsf 
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plca.-!- 


'I  Martha.  I  n,.,,]  ,|nt 


t  here  Willi  no  (iiic  I. lit  .Juscit 


'r-.  not  ,.v<]i  an  <>h\   (ru'tul  and 


V'Mi  that  sh 


<■  can  rfccivc  n 
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a  liini:  time  t 
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'•  <"nii.  and  li\c  m  -njitin 


~ii_'htc,-t 
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-fvcral    iiinr 


nem-    Mif  (im 


■lN-nrl)ci|    in   watrl 
'■*a>  at  a  lo>~ 


ii'i^r  .Mari:iiiTiic'.~ 


sji'ikr.      !•; 


tare,  ua<  diind 


'iiMianu''!.   drcj.Iv 


"■"at   t(i  -ay,  and  tunk  Iraw  of  | 


11'  sinldi'iilv 


■  '   liinous  with  hiiiKcIf 

•;nt..    Ioy«]    Kninianu.'l.   and    that  "hi.  'had 
'if.-t  tool. 

"Look  licri'.  I 


' ;  I  iiT'iiiin 
ii>  coii-in.     He 


|"Tivi\,.d   thai    Mar- 
artcd    like    the 


iloiiir  ti 


i'T'iiiin.  niv  fri<.nd."  said  h,.  i„  I 


iioth 


"•  strc't.  "anv  .,nr  uhn  ,.a!|,.,i 


inj:    tnit    truth.      \V1 


ivc  twelve  thousand 


'•'!    a    stupid    dolt     I 


linisflf.  as  ho 
voii  an  ass  would 


'Mie,   to  say   nothini:  of 


vrcs  a    war  hcsi,] 
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t's  niv 


.'"•y  will  conic  t 


niv    nncli 


profi 


am 
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'»  iiir  ,-onio  of  thoc  da 


I»es    i{a(juots:   all   I 
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y-^.  and  I  shall  ha 


ve 
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'l'»n  t  want  him  to  die.  h. 


interest:      \( 


Aft 


iccless     CllOllirli     [,,     .,^1^.     ^Jjl 


c.    (' 
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til  HI'',   w 
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'"<■■  I  will  fall  in  li 


•an not    si 


icijiiin.  let   11- 
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TFIK  (^iKsr  OK  iiii:  Ai'.soi.i  no 


Diditln'  '1'Imii  ui'  s1i;i!1  .-cc  if  S:i\jrnM  di'  Saviinis,  t 
('ourtrMllr>,  ami  M:i;:allii'iis  wiil  tlnliiic  to  vi-it  a  I'lcnjui 
Clao-Molina-Noiirhn  I  I  will  lie  mayor  of  Doiiai;  I  >h; 
liavr  t!i!-  Crii--  ^l'  iln-  |,c-i(.ii  ul'  Ilomu-;  I  can  lir  a  ilrjiul 
iiotliiii.u'  will  he  hrynmi  mv  reach.  ...  "^n  look  oi 
l'itn|iiin.  mv  hn\.  ami  l^i  u^  lia\''  im  mnrc  ii"ii~i'ii-t',  uiii 
miicli  a-,  niinii  in\  li'imn-,  l-\'-lifii'— Matli'iiioir-fllc  l-'rlicit'  \'i 
Clac.-;  i.-  Ill  liivc  Willi  vnii." 


Wlu'ii  tlif  two  lovirs  Were  alone,  Kiiimaiiurl  held  out  I; 
liami,  ami  .Mar,L;ncrit<'  coiiM  not  help  laviii-,'  her  rii^ht  liai 
in  lii.H.  Till'  sain.'  iiii|iiil,~u  made  tlieiii  hoth  ri?i'  to  llu' 
ffcl,  ami  turn  to  ^o  towards  their  heiich  in  llif  irardeti ;  h 
in  tln'  middle  of  the  parlor  her  lo\er  could  not  control  1: 
joy,  and  in  a  voice  that  Irenihied  with  emotion,  he  -aid 
.Mari:uerite : 

■■]    liave   tliree   hundred    thousand    francs   that    belong 
you " 

"How  is  that !'"'  she  cried  ;  "did  my  poor  mother  leave  oth' 
sums  for  us  in  your  keeping?  .  .  .  No':'  .  .  .  TIk 
ho'.\   i>  this?" 

"<»h!  my  Mar;:uerite.  what  is  mine  is  yours,  is  it  noi 
V'ere  you  not  the  tirst  to  say  wc  ^" 

"Dear  Kmmaniie!  !"  she  said,  [iressin^'  the  hand  that  si 
still  held,  and  instead  of  f^oing  into  the  garden,  she  sat  doH 
in  a  low  chair. 

''It  is  I  who  should  thank  you,"  he  said,  with  love  in  h 
voice,  "since  you  accept  it  from  me." 

"Dear  lov(>,"  she  said,  "this  moment  atones  for  nianv  so 
rows,  and  hrings  us  nearer  to  a  happy  future  I  Yes,  I  wi 
accept  your  fortune,"  she  continued,  and  an  angelic  smi 
hovered  about  her  mouth  :  "1  know  of  a  way  to  make  it  mine 

She  looked  over  at  \'an  Claes'  portrait,  as  if  calling  on  h- 
ancestor  to  he  a  witness.  Kninianuel  de  Soils  had  followi 
tlie  direction  of  her  eyes:  ho  did  not  see  her  draw  a  litt 
ring  from  her  finger:  he  did  not  notice  that  she  had  done  .- 
until  he  lieard  the  words: 


THK  QIKST  or  Tin:  AMSoI.I  TK  irj 

'''"th.Tiove.i  ynu.sh,.  u-,n,l,|  l,,,v..  .  1,,,.,.,,  nu„ - 

••■^rsc-am..   ,o   |.;„H„;,nn..|-.  ..,.:   h.  .urn.,!   pa!.,   f-li  on 

''  :it  he  alwav-  wore:  ^ 

■ll;'"'    i.-*    my    n   aluT-s    w,,|,|,n-    nn.^      Mv    Mar-Miorife" 

,    Sl,e  bont  forward,  and  l-uuuamwV,  Up.  ,ou.h..d  Iut  foru- 

••Aias!  poor  lovo.  nro  w.  nut  doin.  wmn-rr"  .!,.  said  in  a 
■;;n -l.n,^  voH...     ••\V..shalllKuvtowauforaIon.uh,i'.' 
:  .mch.  ..s..d  ,o  .ay  that  adurannn  ua.  tlM.  dailv  hn.ad 
,;   f'-''''''7:'>''^P")<'.or,lH.  (■l„-,M,a„-s|,.v..or(;od:l,,,t   in 

--;:ht  of  yo„  has  „„M.],d  ,vi,h  fh,.  ,ho„,d,t  ..f  (;„!  .„  that 
''■'"not.eparat..th.Mn:Ian.  vnurs.a-lam  Il.s" 

■-r  u  f,..   rno.nonts   th.y   n.n,a,n,.d   rapt    in    th.  .w..,.st 
•  .\.      Ihnr  lirlni-s  were  poured  out  a.  quirrlv  and  nat- 

r  coa....        he  fat.  uln..},  kcp,   th.  two  Iuv.t^  apart  wan 
;,;_.m.o    n,olanoho,v.whn>h,avototh.irhapp,n.l^ 

-  <>t  lo\o.  Hhifh  in>tinct.voly  divines  overvthin'^    loft  tho 
-s.tors    to,otho^    „,th    a,Ianoo    in    whioi     M^  '  ^  , 

-  <    r.d  hrjvv  nK.ch  thi.  consideration  oos,  him-a"^an 

told  ho,  hou-  lon^  and  ardontiv  ho  ha<]  do.irod  thil  ha,  - 
:;]:^'  had  ,ust  boon  oonsocratod  hy  tho  hotroth;!  of 
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>lllllr.  I-'r|irli'  I'l'Il  -nliH  t  III  tiL'  Vfl'X  !i!-.i'  ;i  tr<'III'>r  iif  fi 
M;irL'll'Tltr  l'"'k  luT  llllll'l.  :l(li|  t'ril  i!kiI  -111'  U:l-  I  rriiihlinjr 
"Maili'iii'ii-cllc  |-'i'-lirii-."  hrr  (i|.|rc  -i-irf  -mil  111  her  < 
"I  ant  I'l  iiiliiiL''  v'liir  hiari.  I'ifri|iiiii  ha-:  l,.-rii  Ihtc  vitv  of 
will!''  I  ua-  a\\a\  ;  lir  (aiin'  r\iT\  cmmuil',  hi-  has  uhisiM' 
>\\('rl  \Mir(|-,  ,iihl  Will  lia\i'  li-ti'ih'il  ti)  him." 
I''i''lii'ic'  lihi.-li'il, 

"l''>  not  ih'f.  iii|  VMiir-ilt'.  tiiv  an'.'fl.""  Mar'_'ni'rilt'  aii-wcn 
'"It  i>  >ii  natural  to  lo\i'I  I'lrhaji-  our  coii-in"-  i  harai 
iiiav  alliT  iiiiilcr  tin'  intliii'iii  c  of  \.iiir  dear  soul  :  hr  i>;  »r]|i 
ami  think-  miiI\  uf  hi-  own  inti  ro-t-,  lnit  lie  i-  kiml-ln'art 
ami  lii>  vi'ry  faults  will  mi  ilmiht  romlm  r  tn  voiir  lia[)|>im 
for  111'  will  ln\i'  yoii  a<  thf  fairf«!  of  hi-  ]in--i  --ion-,  voii  v 
\h-  a  part  of  hi-  hii-inc-s  alTairs,  Foririvc  nic  for  that  wo 
(iarlini:!  \<<\i  mil  onro  him  of  tln'  had  Iiahit  of  thinki 
of  rioihin<:  hut  matmal  intrn-l-  hv  toacliiiiL'  him  to  occu 
liiniM'lf  with  till'  affair.-  of  tin-  luart." 

I'V'licic  could  luily  |iiii  li.'rarm-  round  her  si-fcr. 
"Bi'-ido-."  MarLnicnto  wmt  on,  "hr  i>  well-to-do.      He 
loiiL'-  to  (uii'  of  ihi'  mo<t  di-tiiiirui-lii'd  and  oMr-t  lioiirp' 
familii's.     .\iid  vuii  cannot   think  that   I   wmild  |iut  ohstnc 
in   the  way  of  your  ha[i|Mn('ss.  if  voii  choose  to  find  it  in 
Hphere  somewhat  heiieatli  \'oii  ?"' 
"Hear  si-ter  I"  hroke  from  I'elicie. 

"Oh,  yes;  voii  mav  tni-t  rin'!'"  cried  ]\rarfrnorito.  "Wf 
more  natural  than  that  w.'  -limil,]  tell  ea,-h  other  our  secret- 
'I'hc<e  Wi)rds,  sii  lieartily  -jioken.  opened  the  wav  for  n 
of  tho-e  deliL'htful  talk-  in  wliich  voiine  .jirls  cnnflde  ovei 
tiiiuL'  to  each  other.  Lnve  had  made  M,,rLnierite  cpiiok 
read  her  -istcr"s  heart,  ami  -lie  said  at  l:i-t  to  I-'elicie: 
"Well,  dear  little  one.  we  niiist  nuike  sure  that  tiio  cou- 

rcally  loves  you.  and  then "" 

"Leave  it   to  fiK."  said    Felicic,  laujjhin<i;  "I  have  an  ( 
ample  here  hefiiri'  me." 

"Little  ijoo^e  I"  -aid  >farrruerito.  kissin.cr  her  forehoad. 
Picrquin  belonu'cd  to  tlie  class  of  men  who  regard  marria 
!is  a  hii>ine.-s  contract,  a  fulfilment  of  social  dutic:-,  and 
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THK  QIKST  OF  THE  ABSOLUTE 


"1  know  that,  licar  cousin,"  tlie  notary  answcrcc],  "but 
you  arc  like  a  iiiotlicr  to  thcrii  all;  besides,  I  liavo  nolliinj^ 
more  nearly  at  heart  tlian  that,  you  siiouhl  judge  of  mine 
correetly." 

'J'his  way  of  speaking  was  charaeteristic  of  the  honest 
notary.  Later  in  life,  I'ieniuin's  reply  to  an  invitation  from 
tile  eoiniiianding  nllicer  at  Saint  Omer  k'came  famous;  the 
latter  had  asked  him  to  some  military  festivity,  and  Pier- 
quin's  response  was  worded  thus:  "M(Misieur  Pienjuin-Claes 
de  Molina-Xourho.  Mayor  of  the  <it\  of  Douai,  Chevalier  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor,  will  have  Ihat  of  l)eing  present,"  etc. 

iLirguerite  accepted  his  offer  only  in  >o  far  as  it  related  to 
his  professional  advice,  fearing  to  compromise  her  dignitv 
as  a  Woman,  iier  sister's  future,  or  her  father's  authority. 
The  same  day  she  confided  her  sister  to  the  eare  of  Josette 
and  ]\rartha.  who  were  devoted  body  and  soul  to  their  young 
mistress,  and  entered  into  all  her  ])lans  of  n^trenchment ; 
and  Marguerite  set  out  at  once  for  Waignies,  where  she  began 
to  put  lier  schemes  into  execution  at  once,  benefited  by  Pier- 
quin's  experience. 

The  notary  reckoned  up  the  time  and  trouble  expended, 
and  regarded  it  as  an  excel](mt  investment;  he  was  putting 
them  out  to  interest,  as  it  were.  and.  with  such  a  prospect 
before  him,  he  had  no  mind  to  grudge  the  outlay. 

In  the  first  place.  h(>  endeavored  to  spare  ]\rarguerite  the 
trouble  of  clearing  the  land  and  getting  it  ready  for  cultiva- 
tion. He  found  three  sons  of  wealthy  farmers,  young  men 
wdio  were  anxious  to  si^tle  theniselves;  to  them  he  pointed 
out  the  attractive  possibilities  offered  by  such  a  fertile  .soil, 
and  succeeded  in  letting  th(^  land  to  them  just  as  it  was,  on 
a  long  l(>a.<e.  For  the  first  three  years  they  were  to  pay  no 
rent  at  all.  in  the  fourth  thev  undertook  to 'pay  six  thousand 
francs,  twelve  thousand  in  the  nxth.  and  after  that,  fifteen 
thousand  francs  yearly  till  th(>  e\pirati(m  of  the  lease.  They 
also  undertook  to  drain  the  land,  to  make  plantations,  anil 
pureba~e  cattle.  While  the  -^feadings  were  in  course  of  erec- 
tion they  began  to  clear  the  ''round. 
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Four  years  after  Balthazar's  departure.  Marguerite  had 
ainiosi  retrieved  tlie  fortunes  of  her  brother  and  sistor.  Two 
iiundred  tliousand  francs,  lent  In-  I>jiunanuel  de  Solis,  had 
r.ivered  the  oxjwnsos  of  the  farm  buildings.  Advice  and 
more  substantia!  help  had  been  readily  given  to  the  brave 
irirl.  for  ever}-  one  admired  Marguerite's  courage.  She  per- 
SHiially  superintended  the  buililing  operations,  and  looked 
after  her  contracts  and  leases  with  the  good  sense,  ener;rv. 


;ili( 


~an 


1   perseverance  which  a   woman  can  display  when  sh«'  is 
-tained  by  strong  feeling. 

.\fter  the  fifth  year  .Marguerite  could  devote  thirty  thou- 

le  niortiraiies  on 


d  francs  of  her  income  to  paying  off  tl 
her  father's  pro[)erty,  and  to  repairing  the  havoc  wrought  liv 
Halthazar's  passion  in  the  old  house.  Besides  the  rent  from 
their  own  farms,  they  had  the  interest  on  the  capital  invested 
in  her  brother's  name,  and  the  proceeds  of  her  father's  prop- 
'-rty.  The  process  of  extinction  of  the  debt  was  bound  to  be 
more  and  more  rapid  as  the  amount  of  interest  decreased. 
Kmmanuel  de  Solis.  moreover,  had  persuaded  Marguerite  to 
take  the  remaining  hundred  thousand  francs  of  his  uncle's 
l»i|uest,  as  well  as  some  twenty  thousand  francs  which  he 
liiMiself  had  saved,  so  that  in  the  third  year  of  her  adminis- 
tration she  could  pay  off  a  fairly  large  amount  of  debt.  This 
life  of  courage,  self-denial,  and  self-sacrifice  la.sted  for  five 
vears,  but  it  ended  at  la.st,  thanks  to  Marguerite's  influence 
and  supervision,  in  complete  success. 

<;abriel  had  become  a  civil  engineer,  and  with  his  great- 
luicle's  help  had  made  a  rapid  fortune  by  the  construction 
of  a  canal.  He  found  favor  in  the  (>yes  of  his  cousin.  Mile. 
Conyncks,  whom  her  father  idolized,  one  of  the  richest  heir- 
'-ses  in  all  Flanders.  Tn  ]S24  (Maes'  jiroperty  was  free,  and 
the  house  in  the  Rue  de  I'aris  had  repaired  its  losses.  Pier- 
'juin  made  a  formal  application  to  Balthazar  for  Felicie's 
liand,  and  ^r.  de  Solis  asked  for  Marguerite. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  .]anuar\-  ]H'3'k  >far- 
I'uerite  and  M.  Conyncks  .set  out  for  Brittany  to  bring  back 
the  exiled  father,  whom  every  one  longeil  to  see  in  his  home 


m 


ist: 


THK  (JI'EST  OF  THK  ARSOr^T'TE 


iij.'iiin.  llr  liail  rcsijnu'd  liis  y)()st  tliat  lio  niiulit  spend  tin 
rest  of  lii-  (liiys  aiii()n,Lr  hi:*  fliildrcii,  and  his  prc-nuv  should 
siinctinn  their  liiippiness.  Maririierile  had  often  hewailod  thi 
enipiv  spaees  on  the  walls  of  the  jiictiire-.irallerv  and  llic 
slate  apartments,  which  must  meet  their  father's  eyes  on 
his  return,  su  that  while  she  was  away  Pienpiin  and  M.  ik 
Solis  plotti'il  with  Felicie  to  pre|iare  a  surprise  for  her:  tin 
yountrer  sister  should  also  have  a  share  in  the  restoration 
of  the  Maison  ("laes.  Roth  jrentlemen  liarl  houj^ht  several 
fine  jiietures.  which  they  jire-cnted  to  Felieie.  so  that  the 
^^allery  ini;,dit  he  adorned  as  of  old.  The  same  thought  hail 
occurred  to  M.  C'onyncks.  who  wished  to  show  his  appreciation 
of  ^rariruerite's  noMe  conduct,  and  of  the  way  in  which  she 
had  devoted  herself  to  fulfllliiii:  lier  dyinir  mother's  request. 
He  arranufed  that  fifty  of  his  finest  pictures,  toirether  with 
some  of  those  that  P>allhazar  had  pnniotisly  sold,  should  1k' 
sent  to  fill  the  pictiire-^rallery.  where  there  were  now  no  more 
blank  spaces. 

Mariiuerite  had  visited  her  father  several  times.  Jean  or 
her  sister  aecoin|)anyin.i:  her  on  each  journey;  hut.  since  he 
la.-t  visit,  old  a^a'  seemed  to  have  gained  on  Balthazar.  He 
lived  e\tremely  jieniiriously.  for  nearly  all  his  income  was 
spent  on  the  experiment  which  hrouLrht  nothini:  hut  disap- 
pointmeiit.  ami  prol)ai)ly  the  alarmiii;.'  symptoms  were  diH' 
to  his  manner  of  life.  He  was  oidy  si.\ty-five  years  of  aj:e, 
but  he  looked  like  a  man  of  eighty.  His  eves  were  deepiv 
sunk  in  his  face,  his  eyebrows  were  white,  his  hair  hun<x  in  a 
scanty  frin^ire  round  his  head,  he  allowed  his  beard  to  frrow. 
cutting'  it  with  a  ])air  of  -ci-sors  when  il^  len-rth  annoyed 
him.  he  stooped  like  an  old  vin(>-dresser.  his  neizlected  dress 
suLTirested  a  deirree  of  wretchedness  that  was  friirhtfnl  when 
comiiined  with  his  look  of  decn^]iitude.  Sometimes  his  faro 
looked  noiile  still  when  a  irreat  thoui,dit  lii:hted  it  up,  hut 
the  outlines  of  his  features  were  ohliteratcnl  by  wrinkles:  hi? 
fixed  iraze,  the  desperate  look  in  his  eyes,  and  his  restless  un- 
easin<>ss  seemed  to  he  symptom-:  of  insanitv.  or  rather  of  many 
forms  of  insanity.     A  sudden  irleam  of  hope  would  jrive  him 
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1  not  gufsd  thi-;  swivt  wliidi  lliiic.l  hcfun.  hiin  and 
.loftl  his  jrras])  like  a  \vilI-o"-t!u'-\vi>i..  would  hhizc  out  into 
iipotont  anjriT  like  inadiu'^.-,  to  \,v  followed  l,v  a  hurst  of 
ii,;.ditor  at  his  own  follv:  hut 


t'C'pest  dejection,  and  every  pha.-e  ()r  frenzv  was  nier^e 


a   riile  he 
r  fi 


livfd  in  a  state 


thed 

ihe  dull   melancholy  of  the  idiot.      However  fleet injr  and 
penejitihle    these    chanp's    of    exjiression    nii<:lit     be    to 

lappily  onlv  too  obvious  for  tl 


uaiiirers,   thcv   were  mil 


U  ill) 

.-'I  su 


,1  I 


had  known  the  once  noble  face,  the  Claes  of  f 
blinie  in  ^'oodness  and  so  great-hearted,  of 
race  could  now  he  recognized. 


lose 

oriiier  years, 

whom  scarcely 


,lq 


.eniulquinier,  h 


ke  hi 


■ant  toil,  but  he  had  not  borne  th 


s  master,  was  old  and  worn   hv 


lured  the  constant  strain  of  th< 


;ame 


burd 


in- 
en,  nor  en- 


iiixiety  and  admiration  in  the  way 


uglit  ;  a  curious  mixture  of 


iia-ter  might  easily  have  misled  a 
-'-pectfully  to  Claes'  slightest  word,  and 
■nts  with  a  kind  of  tenderness;  lu 


ly  in  which  he  looked  at  hi.s 
casual  observer;  he  listened 


!!! 


i.'id  learned  master  with  a  care  1 
Mcnied   to   protect    him,   and,    in 


watched  his  move- 
•ked  after  his  great 


ike  a   mother"; 


le  even 


iro 


tect    him,    for    Balthaz 


th''    needs    of    physical 


infill  to  see  the  two  old  men,  hotl 


some    ways,   actually    did 

iir    never    took    any    thought    for 

existence.      It    was    touching    and 


ill" 


ught,  both  so  sure  of  t 
the  same  restless  Ion 


1  wrapped  in  the  saii 


illU' 


le  reality  of  their  hofte,  inspired 


it  was  as  if  tliev  Jiad  but 


'itV   between   them— the   one   was    the    soul,    and    tl 
body.     When  .Marguerite  and  M.  ( 


f"und  M.  Claes  1 
i'-ice  at  once. 


one 

le   other 

onvncks  arrived  thev 


iving  in  an  inn  ;  liis  successor  had  taken  hi 


Through  all  the  preoccupation  of 


'I  stirrings  of  the  desire  t 


science,  Balthazar  had 


o  .«ee  his  country,  his  1 


lome.  and 


!!•  \V> 


Iren  once  more:  his  daughter's  letter  had  hroii-ht  irood 


he  had  beiriin  to  d 


■nts. 


which  should   s 


ream  of  a  crownintr  series  of  ex 


len- 


liite.  and  ho  awaited   .M 


urely   vield    at    last    the  secref    of  the 


I'lipatience. 


iirgucnte's  coming  with   great 


m 
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The  young  girl  j^liod  tt-ars  of  joy  as  slu;  flung  horself  into 
his  arm.*.  Tliis  linif  .<h(>  had  conio  to  revoive  !u>r  rcwani, 
the  reward  of  a  painful  and  ditlicult  task,  and  to  a.<k  pardon 
for  hiT  brilliant  success  in  it.  But  as  sho  looked  more  closely 
at  lit'r  fatlior,  slio  was  shocked  at  the  changes  wrought  in 
him  since  the  previous  visit;  she  felt  a-  if  she  had  committed 
a  crime,  like  some  great  man  who  violates  the  lilierties  of  his 
country  to  save  its  national  existence.  M.  Coiiyncks  shared 
his  niece's  misgivings;  he  insisted  tiiat  hi.s  cousin  must  be 
moved  at  once,  that  the  air  of  his  native  Douai  might  restore 
him  to  health,  as  the  life  by  liis  own  hearth  should  restore  his 
reason. 

After  the  first  outpourings  of  affection,  which  wore  much 
warmer  on  Balthazar's  part  than  Marguerite  had  expected, 
he  was  strangely  attentive  to  her  wishes;  ''o  expressed  his 
regret  at  receiving  her  in  such  a  poor  place;  ;ie  consulted  her 
tastes  in  tlie  ordering  of  their  meals,  and  wa.s  as  sedulously 
watchful  as  a  lover.  But  in  his  manner  also  tliere  was  some- 
tliijig  of  the  uneasiness  and  anxiety  of  the  culprit  who  wishes 
to  secure  a  favorable  hearing  from  a  judge.  Marguerite 
knew  her  father  so  well  that  she  guessed  the  motives  under- 
lying this  affectionate  solicitude;  she  thought  that  he  niu.st 
have  incurred  debts  in  the  town,  which  he  was  anxious  to  pav 
before  he  went.  She  watched  her  father  narrowly  for  a  while, 
and  a  human  heart  was  laid  bare  to  her  gaze.  Balthazar 
seemed  to  have  grown  little.  The  consciousness  of  his  hu- 
miliation, the  enforced  isolation  resulting  from  his  scientific 
pursuits,  had  made  liim  shy  and  almost  like  a  child,  save  when 
the  subject  under  discussion  was  connected  with  his  beloved 
pcience.  He  stood  in  awe  of  his  oldest  daughter:  he  remem- 
bered her  devotion  in  the  past,  the  power  of  mind  and  char- 
acter that  she  had  shown,  the  atithority  with  which  he  himself 
had  invested  her.  the  fortune  which  she  had  administered  so 
ably;  and  the  indefinable  feeling  of  dread  which  had  taken 
possession  of  him  on  the  day  wlien  he  rcsitrned  the  authority 
which  he  had  abusrd  had  no  doubt  grown  stronirer  with  time. 

Conyncks  .seemed  !  >  be  as  nothing  in  Balthazar's  eyes;  he 
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nv  no  ono  but  his  (laii;:l)t 
.'■n  sci'iiiod  to  dread  her.  as  a 
'.  the  wilV  whose  will 
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;  he 
wiak-iiiiiuled  man  is  overawed 


or,  and  tiioiiL'' 


ht  of 


no  one  else 


tronircr  than  his  o 


vt  smote  her  when  she  detected  a  look  of  t 


wn. 


M 


ari'iierite's 


error  in  his  eve: 


M  expression  lijse  that  of  some  little  child  who  has  been  d 


oint 


11  het 


lie  noljje  .rirl  conld 


not   understand  the  contradic- 


ween  the  majmificent  stern  outlines  of  th.-  head  the 
N  itures  worn  hy  scientific  labors  and  strenuous  thou-dit  and 
Mi-  weak  smile  on  Balthazar's  lij)s,  the  exj.re.sion  of  artless 
-rv,  ay  in  his  face.  This  sharp  contrast  between  greatness 
.!'i(i  Iittlenes>  was  very  painful  to  her;  she  resolved  to  use 
-!■  influence  to  restore  her  father's  self-respect  before  the 
,:rcat  day  which  was  to  restore  liiru  to  his  familv  When 
th.y  were  left  together  for  a  moment,  she  began  at  once 
-  i/ing  the  opportunity  to  say  in  his  ear: 
"Have  you  any  debts  here,  father?" 

lialthazar  reddened   uneasilv.   and    answered,    "I   do   not 
know,  but  Lemulquinier  will  tell  vou  :  he  is  a  good  fellow 
M'i.l  knows  more  about  my  affairs  than  I  do  myself  " 

Marguerite  rang  for  the  servant,  and  when  he  came  she 
"■'lid  not  help  studying  the  faces  of  the  two  old  men. 
"Is  something  wanted,  monsieur?"  asked  Umulquinier 
Icrsonal  pride  and  family  pride  were  two  of  ^[ar-nierite's 
wrongest  instincts;  something  in  the  servant's  tone  and  man- 
t'-r  told  of  an  unseemly  familiaritv  between  her  father  and 
!'.'•  companion  of  liis  labors  which  gave  her  v  pan-' 
•■It  seems  that  my  father  is  unable  to  reckon  up  wha^  he 
'.-  hero  without  your  memory-  to  aid  him.  Umuhiuinier," 
■il  Marguerite. 

-Monsieur  owes  .  .  ."  Lemulquinier  began,  but  checked 
i  ".self  at^a  sign  from  Balthazar,  which  did  not  escape  Mar- 

i|Tite.     She  felt  surprised  and  humiliated. 

"Tell  me  exactly  how  much  mv  father  owes,"  she  ex- 
el. iimed. 

■Monsieur  owes  five  thousand  francs  here  in  th-  town  to 
»  'iniggist  and  whoh-sale  grocer  who  has  supplied  us  with 
'  i'Nfic  pota^sh,  lead  and  zinc,  and  reagents" 


I 

si  1 

I. 
4* 
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THE  QUEST  OF  THE  ABSOLUTE 


"Is  tli;it  ally'  asked  Mar^riHTitc. 

Balthazar  niaijc  an  ailiniiativc  siL'n  tn  Lomulquinipr.  w 
answcnd  like  a  man  iimlor  a  spell.  "'S'fs.  niadeMioiscllo." 

"Vcrv  Well."  .-Ill'  -ail],  "I  will  is'wr  vuu  the  inoncv." 

Balthazar  kisxi]  hi-  (lau<:htcr  in  his  joy.  "Von  are  n 
^'iianliaii  anLTcl.  my  child."  he  said. 

Ill'  lirrathcd  morr  \'vvf\y  after  that.  There  was  lo--.s  sadne 
in  his  eyes  as  he  louked  at  her;  hut.  in  -pite  of  his  joy.  Ma 
mierite  eoiild  see  that  in  the  deinh-  of  hi-  heart  he  was  st 
Ironhled.  and  she  L--iie.-,<r(|  that  the  fivr  thou.^and  francs  mere 
reinv-ented  the  nio.-t  pressing'  of  the  dehts  contracted  f. 
the  expenses  of  the  lahoratorv. 

"Be  frank  with  me.  father.""  she  said,  as  she  let  ..iin  dra 
her  towards  him.  and  -at  on  his  knees,  "do  von  owe  nio 
Ihan  this?  'I'dl  me  (verythini: :  come  hack  to  V(nir  hou 
without  any  lurking'  fear  in  your  mind  in  the  tnidst  of  ti 
rojoicintr." 

"My  dear  :\rarn:uerite."  he  answered.  takin<r  hor  hands  an 
kissin,-:  them  with  a  .izrace  that  seemed  like  a  memory  of  li 
yonth,  "sliall  von  scold  mo?"     ... 

"No."  she  said. 

"Really?""  he  a.-ked.  with  an  involuntary  start  of  childis 
joy.  "Can  I  really  tell  yon  everything?  and  will  yo 
pay *' 

"Yos,"  she  said,  tryinfr  to  keep  l)aok  the  tears  that  came  t 
her  eyes. 

"A'ery  well.  then.  T  owe     .     . 

"Father,  do  tell  me!" 

"But  it  is  a  L'reat  deal."'  he  went  on. 

She  clasped  her  hands  in  despair. 

"1  owe  thirty  thousand  francs  to  :\IM.  Protez  and  ChifTre 
ville." 

"Thirty  thon-and  francs — all  my  savinixs,"  she  said,  "ha 
I  am  glad  that  I  can  give  them  to  yon,"  she  added,  with  a  rev 
(■rent  kiss  on  hi-  forehead. 

He  sprang  to  In-  fivt.  caught  his  daughter  in  his  arms 
and  spun  round  thr  room  with  her.  lifting  her  off  her  feci 


Oh  !  I  dare  not ! 
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ihonprh  she  li;i,i  l„ 


:iicliair  \v)i.  re  >li(.  |ia(i  | 


•■'1  .1  cliiM;  Ihi'ii  he  .-ct  hrr  d 
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<»\*n  ill  the 


liitl,  my  trciisiirc  of  l,ivc!     'I 


"iMi  sitfiiiir.  cNcIjiimiiii:.  "Mv  d 


ii'iir 


I'r-.hz    and    Chiirnvillc    i 
'':natcn  piocccdirii:.- — ppu 


li"iv  UM-   no  li 


»•   li  M    in   (I 


lavc    wriitcii     tlirci'    t 


unc 


thov 


tl 


ifir  tortiiiic, 


vdiiios  ii-.iiiist   wr,  when   I  hav( 


^' 


''•■n   VMu   an.  still   tryin^^  to   find   tiir  solntion  of 
■111.  falh-.r:-    -aid  M 


voiir 


?till,"  I 
it,  never  f.-ar! 


iir^'iientc  -adK. 


iiid,   witli  a   f 
.     .      If 


'•'ii/.iid  smile,  -and   T  shall 
>'iii   only   knew   where   we 


e.  who?' 


mean  :\rulniiinier:  he  understands  me  at  1 


■■  ■"  ho'P  t"  "!'■•     .     .     .     Poor  fel 
•'"iiynek-s  earn 

■  ii-  eonversation.     Marfriicr 


1st ;  1 


le  IS  a 


""■.  Ik-  is  so  faitlifiil 


K'   ill   at   that    moment,   and    put   an   <nd 


MO  m 


ite  made  a  >ii:n  to  her  f, 


ore;  she  dreaded  lest  he  should  knvcr  h 


<'ve: 


illicr  to 
ini>elf  in  their 


l!  shocked  her  fn  see  the  hi 


''V  uiecssant 


!Voe  wrou<rht  in  that  irreat  inte]- 


!i-n|iihle.     Raltl 
■rueihles  and   f 


preoeenpation  witli  a  j)rol. 


lazar.  doidttle 


'ui  perhaps  after 


his  afTairs  w 


urnaees;   it    never  e\ 


eonid  see  noihin.u  bevond 


iii'v  set  out   for   Fl 


ere  no  lonirer  einharrassed 


en  crossed  his  mind 


'ntlv  Ion"- 


inders  next   day;  the   j 


'■^>  on  the  wav  that  tl 


"<'.  and   Mar;:ueriie  Jiad  t 


ourney  was  a 
mie  to  see  nianv 


Mo 


ns  of  Lemulipiinier  and  I 


nvw  irlpams  of  li^rf,,  ,„i  ,,„.  ,.,,,,,j 


ed  th 
"  the  .-greatest  thinkers  if 


lis  inaster.      Had  th 


le  ascendency,  which  uneducated' mind 


1  V(.' 

e  servant 


f"  '-able-  to  their  betters?    Such 


tlii'v    feel   that   th 
natures  use  con 


can  aeijuire 
ey  are   indis- 


■ssion  as  ?tep{)in,ir  ston.'s  to  eomplet,.  d 
end  at  last  by  dint  of  do-u-,,,] 
■  was  it  the  master  who  had 
rt  of  atTeetion  tliat  s])rinirs  f 


<'<'s-ion  after 


ominion,  and  atta 


in 


persistence.    (»r.  onth 


'''■    t'<>ndness   which 

t''s  his  will,  or  the  .\rah  for  the  h^ 


eorne  to  feel  for  tl 

rom  us(>  and  wont. not  imlil 


teotder 

le  Servant 


CM  .',] 


a   eraftsn.an    feels    for   his    tool    wh 


icll 


his  freedom?     LittI 


U'<e  to  which  1 


e  things  tliat  pa.ssed  under  M 


le  owi 


armjeriie' 


il 


'  1 

li.i 


^"  '* 
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watchful  ovcs  (Iccidcd  her  to  put  this  alft'otion  to  tlir  tost, 
prDposiiif:  ti)  tnv.  Baltha/ar  from  what  [xrhaps  was  a  galli 
yoki'. 

'I'liiy  spent  hut  a  U'w  days  in  Paris  on  tlicir  way  ba( 
Marjzucritf  paid  her  father's  dehts.  and  hes(,ii<,dit  the  firm 
<'!i(!ii!sis  to  srnd  notiiiiiLr  to  l)oiiai  without  first  j,nvin<r  1; 
notice  of  Claes'  orders.  She  persuaded  her  father  to  ina 
some  chanjres  in  his  costume,  and  to  ilress  as  became  a  in 
of  his  ratii\.  This  external  transformation  ;ravc  Halthaz 
a  sort  of  physical  (li<:nity,  which  au^^ured  well  for  a  chan 
in  his  ideas.  Marguerite  already  felt  soniothinj:  of  the  hapj 
ncss  which  she  looked  for  wlien  her  father  should  find  t 
surprises  that  awaited  him  in  his  (nvn  hou.se;  and  their  c 
part u re  for   Dnuai   was  not   lonj,'  delayed. 

Felicie,  accompanied  by  her  two  brothers,  Emmanuel,  Pi( 
quin,  and  the  most  intimate  friends  of  the  three  famili< 
rode  out  three  lea<,'ues  from  the  town  to  meet  Balthazar.  T 
lonfj  journey  had  <riven  other  directions  to  the  chemis 
thougdits.  the  sight  of  the  Flemish  landscape  had  .stirred  I 
heart,  .so  that  at  the  sight  of  the  joyous  cortege  of  childn 
and  friends  he  felt  so  deeply  touched  that  tears  filled  Y 
eyes,  his  voice  shook,  and  his  eyelids  reddened;  he  took  Y 
children  in  his  arms,  and  seemed  as  if  he  could  not  let  the 
go,  showing  such  a  passionate  afFeetion  for  them  that  t: 
onlookers  were  moved  to  tears. 

He  turned  pale  when  he  saw  his  house  once  more,  ai 
sprang  out  of  the  carriage  with  the  quickness  of  a  youi 
man  ;  it  seemed  to  be  a  pleasure  to  him  to  breathe  the  air 
the  courtyard  once  more,  to  see  every  trifling  detail  agaii 
his  happiness  was  plainly  visible  in  every  gesture  thit  1 
made;  he  held  himself  erect,  his  face  grew  young  again. 

Tears  came  to  his  eyes  as  he  stood  in  the  doorwav  of  tl 
parlor,  and  saw  how  accurately  his  daughter  had  reprodnc. 
the  old-fashioned  silver  sconces  which  he  had  sold,  and  ho 
completely  every  trace  of  their  misfortunes  had  disappearo^ 
A  magnificent  breakfast  awaited  them  in  the  dining-roon 
the  shelves  above  the  sideboard;?  had  been  filled  with  curios 
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i\o,  and  silver-plat,  at  Ivast  a.  valuable  as  tl,.  h.irluon.s 
>W,;ch  f..rmtTlv  ha.i  st-.o.l  tlinv.  L„„.  a>  ti...  ta,.n!v  Lrrak- 
.•:-t  lasted.  Balthazar  scanvly  liranl  all  that  h..  uishod  to 
•)-.r  from  ea.-h  uf  his  elnldivn.  His  rrtun,  had  hrou^dit 
a^-u  a  .ort  of  reaction  i„  hi,,,;  he  th.-u.^ht  n(  nothin,^  Cut 
MM.ily  happiness;  he  was  a  fath..r  before  all  thing's  There 
u  :<  the  old  courtliness  in  his  manner.  In  the  jov  of  that 
:ir>t  m,m,ent  of  possession  he  di,l  no,  ask  by  what  u.eans 
> :!  that  he  had  s.p.and.-red  had  kvn  recover.M],  and  his  happ.- 
!•--  was  complete  and  entire. 

Breakfast  over,  the  father  and  his  four  ehildr..,.,  and  Picr- 

'I'-H'   the  notary,  went   into  the   parlor,  and    Halthaxar  saw 

n.'t  w.thont  uneasine.ss,  the  stamp,.!  papers  which  a  cLrk  had 

arranged  on  the  table  by  which  he  stood,  as  if  awaitin-  f»r- 

^-r   mstrnctions    from    his   eniployr.      Balthazar   stood    in 

a.,azen>ent  be  on.  the  hearth  as  h.s  fanuly  seated  then.selves. 

'"«'  ^««'J  Picrquin,  "is  an  account  of  his  guardianship 

r .nd.red  by  M.  C  acs  to  his  children.    It  is  not  ^;rv  auuising 

"  'ourse,    he  ad.l.-d,  laughing,  after  the  manner  of  notaries 

who  are  wont  to  adopt  a  jesting  tone  over  the  gravest  matt,"' 

l-ar'it'rcad."         ''  ''  "^'°'"'''^'  '''''''''^'  '^'''  ^•'^"  ^^ould 

Aithough  the  circumstances  of  the  case  mi-ht  justify  the 

'-  of  th,      h,ase,  M.  Claes,  with  an  uneasy  conscience,  ^nust 

','  :  ,!i  "Ik     /  yf 'T^'  '"^^  '"'  f™^^°^"^-     The  elork  iK^^.m 
"  nad     the  further  he  read,  the  greater  grew  Balthazar's 
f:-n,shment^    In  the  first  place,  it  was  ascertained  tl^luaJ 
-■^  nme  of  h,s  wife's  death  her  fortune  had  amounted  to 
•  'H  t  s,.  teen  hundred  thousand  francs,  and  at  the  conclusion 
■:*_the  .sta  ement  of  accounts  -ach  child's  share  was  paid  in 
M   everything  was  clear  and  straiditforward.  as  if  the  most 
r.i.l.nt  father  of  a  family  had  administered  the  estate      F 
:'-  shown  .ncidc^tally  that  (;abriers  mortgage  on  the  house 
•-    hoen  paul  oif.  that  Balthazar's  dwdirn.:  was  his  own 
and  that  h,s  estates  were  free  from  all  liabilities.     H,.  had' 
r.-vered  h.s  honor  as  a  man.  his  posiiion  as  a  citizen    his 
'  -tence  as  a  father  all  at  once;  he  sank  into  an  armchair 
13 
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f|l 


ItM 


THE  (^I  KST  (»F    IIIK   AriSOI.ITK 


iiinl  luiiKrd  rdiiiiil  I'uf  Miir;,Mi<'ritr,  luit  \vi'!i  ii  woiiian'-'  r 
i|ii!-iir  ilrlicicv  111'  I'ci'liiii.',  -.he  li^nl  siulfii  juviiy  iliiriiii:  t 
rcadiiij.  Ill  inakr  -iirc  iliat  all  Iut  arraii;.'fiiiciits  for  the  fi' 
liail  111 ''II  I'lilly  cari'itil  mit.  l-]\i'i'\  lUir  of  Clars'  chihlr 
iiinliT-tooil  ujiat  wa-  |ia>.<ini^  in  lii-  rnind  wlicn  tliroiii.'li 
film  of  Irars  hi.-  cM'-.  -oiiltIiI  for  M-  (laiiL'l.trr ;  >'\i'  sccin 
to  iln'ir  ihiirr  \iMon  like  a  .-ii-ohl;.  liriirlit  aiiL't'l.  (lahr 
wriii  lo  liiiij  MaruMicrilf,  Ualllia/.ar  lioani  Iwr  foot>Ic[;.  In 
riiil  to\vanl>  Iut.  met  her  at  tiic  foot  of  tlio  staircase,  ai 
(■la-|i(il  her  111  hi-  arms. 

"KalhiT."  -ho  said,  a-  the  old  man  held  licr  tiirlitly,  "i 
iiolhin;.',  I  imploiT  yoii,  |o  lc.>fii  wmr  saoiod  aiitlioritv.  V. 
must  tliaiik  me,  liifoic  ihcin  all,  for  carrvitiL:  oiif  voiir  \vi<li 
so  well  :  ii'iii.  and  voii  aloiio.  must  he  tlio  anilior  of  the  cliaiiL' 
for  the  hcttcr  which  may  have  heeii  clfected  here."' 

iialthazar  laised  his  eyes  to  lieaveii,  looked  at  his  dan^'ht 
and  folded  his  arms:  hi-  face  woit  a  lodk  uhieh  none  of  h 
children  had  seen  for  leii  years,  as  he  said,  "Whv  are  v( 
not  here.  I'epita.  to  admire  our  child?" 

lie  could  say  no  more,  lie  held  liis  dauirhter  in  a  tJL'! 
t-nihrace  for  a  moment,  and  went  hack  to  the  parlor. 

'■Children,"  he  said,  with  the  iiolile  heariiiir  which  had  : 
pre-eminently  distin<:uislied  him  in  former  vears.  "wo  ii 
owe  a  debt  of  thanks  and  L'ralilude  to  mv  dau^'hter  Ma 
;:uerite  for  the  eiurai:!'  and  prudi^nce  with  which  she  has  ca 
ricd  out  my  plan-,  while  I.  too  nn  h  ahsorhed  hy  sciontif 
rexarch,  left  the  admini-tration  of  our  afTairs  and  the  rcii 
of  authority  in  her  hand-." 

"Ah!  now  we  will  read  the  marriai:*'  contracts,"  sairl  Pio 
(piin.  Lrlancini:  at  the  dock.  "Hiit  I  have  nothinrr  to  do  wit 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  law  forhids  me  to  draw  np  doouineii' 
for  myself  and  my  relations:  so  M.  Haparlier's  uncle  is  con 
ing." 

Tlie  friends  who  had  heeii  invited  to  the  dinner  piven  t 
eelehrate  M.  Chies"  return  and  the  sirrnins;  of  the  contraci 
now  hcLran  to  arrive,  and  the  servant-  l)rou<rht  the  weddin 
presents.     The  assemblage,  which  rapidly  grow,  was  brilliaii 
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bt'  n-ad  fir-t.  wlnn  ;lir  .Id'-r  siulil.  tily  tlfw  u|i(n.  ami  I  "in 
(jiiinicr     l.i.c  ii|.jMarc(l  iMuiiiinj,'  with  joy  and  (.•xciteiuent. 

"Monriciir  !  iiinnsicur  I"  lie  cried. 

Haltlia/ar  :.'as<'  .Mai^mritc  a  d.^pairinj;  frlaiici',  fxTkor 
to  licr.  and  ti  i  y  ucni  mit  into  tin'  ^rardcii  to^rrthtT.  A  p: 
st'iil intent  nf  im|penilin^r  trouhle  !'<  II  on  those  assembled. 

"1  did  not  dare  \n  1,11  yon.  dear  ehild,"  llie  father  sai<l 
his  dau;.'lii(r,  •imt  you  have  done  so  much  for  ine  that  von  u 
surely  help  me  (nu  of  ijiis  new  trouble.  Leinukiuinier  lent  i 
his  saving's  for  my  last  experiment,  which  wa>  unsuccessfi 
he  lent  me  twenty  thousand  francs,  and  doubtless  t 
wretched  fdlow  liarf  foun<l  out  that  I  am  rich  a^ain,  and  war 
to  have  his  money;  let  him  liave  it  at  once.  Oh  I  mv  anj:^ 
you  owe  your  father'-  life  to  him.  for  he  was  inv  solesuppn 
and  comfort  ii-ouL'h  ail  my  failures;  he  alone  still  had  fai 
in  mo.     Without  him  I  must  have  died " 

"Monsieur,  m.Mi-ieur!"  cried  riemulriiiinipf. 

"Well:-'"  -aid   lialthazar,  turning  towards  liim. 

"A  diamond  !" 

At  the  si;:lit  of  th(>  diamond  in  the  old  servant's  han 
Claes  rushed  to  the  [larlor.    Lemul<iuinier  began  in  a  whispe 

"1   went  up  to  the  lal)oratorv " 

The  chemist,  completely  forgetful  of  his  surrounding 
gave  the  old  Fleming  a  look  which  can  only  be  rendered  I 
the  words: 

"Yun  wrre  the  first  to  <jo  up  to  the  laboratory!" 
"And  I  found  this  diamond  there,"  the  servant  went  oi 
"in  the  capsule  which  communicated  with  that  battery  whic 
we  left  to  its  own  devices— and  it  has  done  the  trick,  sir! 
ho  added,  holding  up  a  white  diamond  of  octahedral' forn 
so  brilliant  that  the  eyes  of  all  those  assembled  were  attractc 
by  it. 

"My  children  and  friends,"  said  Balthazar,  "foriiivo  my  o! 
servant,  forgive  me.  .  .  .  This  will  drive  me  mad  l'  A 
som(>  time  during  the  past  seven  vcars  chance  has  brough 
about  in  my  laboratory  this  result  that  I  have  sought  in  vaii 
to  compass  for  sixteen  years— and  I  was  not  there  T  IIow  h,i 
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ovorv  one  crowdcil  aljout  Riiltliazar  to  ask  how  tlio  diainond 
had  Ik'C'ii  made,  but  lie  coiihl  throw  ini  li;:ht  on  tlic  invsti'riou.s 
ovi'iit.  Ho  looked  out  at  the  attic,  and  jiointed  to  it  in  a  kind 
of  frenzy. 

"Ves,  the  awful  power  which  results  from  the  vil)rations  of 
f^lowiui:  matter,  whicii  ilniil)il|.>s  proiluce.-  metals  and  dia- 
monds, manifested  it>ell  there."  lie  saiii.  "for  one  moment — 
hy  chance." 

"A  chanc(^  that  came  about  (|iiite  naturally."  said  one  of 
those  people  who  like  to  account  for  everythinir :  "the  .)ld  <.'on- 
tleinan  left  a  real  diamond  lyin.i:  about.  It  is  so  inucli  saved 
out  of  all  that  he  has  burned  up." 

"Let  us  forjret  this,"  said  Balthazar  to  the  friends  who 
.stood  about  him;  "1  hvg  you  will  not  speak  of  it  again  to  me 
to-day." 

.Mari:uerite  took  her  father's  arm  to  lead  him  to  the  state 
apartment.-,  where  a  ban(juet  iiail  been  prepared.  As  he  fol- 
lowed his  ;:ue>ts  alonj,'  the  gallery,  he  saw  that  it  was  filled 
with  rare  tiowers,  and  that  the  walls  were  covered  wit'  -^io- 
tures. 

"Pictures!"  he  cried,  "pictures !— and  some  of  the  old 
ones  I" 

He  stopj)ed:  for  a  moment  he  looked  gloomy  and  sad;  he 
knew  by  the  extent  of  his  own  humiliation  how  great  had  been 
the  wrong  that  he  had  done  his  children. 

"All  this  is  yours,  father,"  said  Marguerite,  guessing  Bal- 
thazar"<  trouble. 

"Angel,  over  whom  the  angels  in  heaven  must  sun  ly  re- 
joice." he  cried,  "how  many  times  you  have  givin  life  to  your 
father." 

"Let  there  he  no  cloud  on  your  brow,  and  not  the  lea,«t 
sad  thought  left  in  your  heart,"  she  answered,  "and  vou  will 
have  rewarded  me  heycuid  my  hopes.  1  have  just  been  think- 
ing about  Lemul(piinier.  dearest  father:  little  things  you  have 
.said  of  him  now  and  then  have  made  me  esteem  him.  and  I 
confess  1  have  iieen  unjust  to  him;  he  ought  to  live  here  as 
a  humble  frieud  of  yours.     Never  mind  about  your  debt  lu 
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Cambrai  on  an  istato  U'longing  to  his  fatliiT-in-law,  for  } 
Conyncks  could  not  bwir  to  be  separated  from  his  (hiughtt 
Mine.  Pier(|uin  likewise  left  her  father's  roof  to  preside  ov 
a  mansion  wiiieh  Pienpiin  liad  Imilt,  where  lie  meant  to  li 
in  all  the  dignity  befitting  his  rank,  f<ir  lie  had  sold  his  pra 
tiee,  and  his  uncle  Des  Kacpiets  had  recently  died  and  le 
him  all  the  wealth  which  ho  had  slowly  amassed.  Joan  we: 
to  I'aris  to  finish  his  education  ;  so  of  all  his  children,  on 
M.  and  Mine,  do  Sol  is  remained  with  Balthazar  in  the  o 
house.  He  had  given  up  the  family  homo  at  the  back  to  thei 
and  lived  himself  on  the  second  i^tory  of  the  front  buildin 
So  Marguerite  still  watched  over  Halthazar's  comfort,  ai 
Emmanuel  helped  her  in  the  congenial  task. 

The  noble  girl  received  from  the  hands  of  love  the  crov 
most  eagerly  desired  of  all — the  wreath  that  is  woven  by  ha 
piness  and  ke])t  fresh  by  constancy.  Indeed,  no  more  perfo 
picture  of  the  pure,  complete,  and  acknowledged  happines 
of  which  all  women  fondly  dream,  could  be  found.  The  uni 
of  heart  between  two  beings  who  had  faced  the  trials  of  li 
BO  bravely,  and  who  felt  for  each  other  such  a  sacred  atfectio 
called  forth  the  admiration  and  respect  of  those  who  kne 
them. 

M.  de  Solis,  who  for  some  time  had  held  an  appointmei 
as  Inspector-General  of  tiie  University,  resigned  his  post 
enjoy  his  happiness  at  his  leisure,  and  remained  in  Dout 
where  his  character  and  talents  were  held  in  such  high  estee 
that  liis  election  as  a  deputy  when  the  time  came  was  alreai 
spoken  of  as  certain. 

^larguerite,  who  had  been  so  strong  in  adversity,  becan 
a  sweet  and  tender  woman  in  prosperity.  Through  the  re 
of  that  year  Claes  was  certainly  deeply  absorbed  in  his  stu( 
ios;  but  thougli  ho  made  a  few  experiments,  involving  bi 
little  expense,  his  ordinary  income  was  suHicient  for  his  r 
quiremeiits,  and  ho  seemed  to  neglect  his  laboratory  wor 
Marguerite  had  adopted  the  old  tradition  of  the  house,  gai 
a  family  dinner  every  month,  to  which  her  father,  the  Pie 
quins,  and  the  Conyncks  came,  and  received  her  own  cire 
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of  acquaintancos  one  day  i„  .lu-  w.vk.     H.t  raffs  ha.1  a  .-rcat 

-K..e.     (  la,,  u-as  ns„ally  j.r.s.n,  n„  thes.  on  .sion.s,  though 

..  so^o  ,n,..s  s«.„H.d  to  1.  .carcoly  conscious  of  his  suZ^ 

n.'>   1  nt  he  w.-m  into  so.u.ty  apiin  so  clurrfullv  to  pleaso  hi. 

'iMuphtcr    ha.  h>s  chil.lrn,  n.i.ht  uoll  ima,.,,;.  that  ho  h 

;^':;s  zir^'"''^  ^^  ^"^  '-^  ''^"''•""-  ^"  ^'-  -^  ^^^ 

In  1828  a  piece  of  good  fortune  which  hefoll   Euunanuel 

ranches  of  the  house  of  8o!is,  stood   between  him  an        'e 

-n.ly  OS  ates  yellow  fever,  old  a,^e.  and  various  freak    o    f    ! 

-  co.nb,ned  toleavo  them  all  ch.ldless.  and  th..  „tk.  id 

nta.l  passed  to  Emmanuel,  who  was  the  la.t  of  his  family 

ii;  one  of  those  chances  which  seen,  less  iu.probahle    n      ai 

Vn  rho  had  been  acr,u,red  by  the  house  of  Sohs.    Mar-n.eriJe 

oud   not   be  separated  fron.   her  husband,  who  woZ  be 

I'Tced  to  stay  long  enough  in  Spain  to  settle  his  affairs 

-reov.,,  she  looked  forward  to  seeing  the  chateau  oC      J 

al    where  her  mother  had  passed  her  childhoo.l,  and  the 

''^}  of  Granada,  the  cradle  of  the  de  Solis  f.,n>ilr      «      u 

-'.with  her  husband,  leaving  the  h^::MdtA^;^ 
•    >ette   and  Lomulqu.nier,  who  were  accustomed  to  its  man 
■i.-r„ent.      Marguerite   had    proposed   to   Balthazar  tLT  he 
■    ou  d  go  wuh  them,  and  h.  had  declined  on  the  "re  o    h 
n.t  age;  but  the  fact  was  that  he  had  long  med  tated  ce 
:n  expmments,  which  should  realize  his  hopes  a     ast    and 
'f';^-  was  the  true  reason  of  his  n-fusal  ' 

.n   Sna!;^'th'  "";I  ^TT  ^^'^  ^''"'^  y  ^-^f'-  «^«ved  longer 

■Spam   than   they  had   intended,   and   a  child  "was    bo" 

;      Hem  there.    It  was  not  until  the  mid,ile  of  the  yo.r    .10 

'  ■'!  t  idin.  ■  '    n       ^?^"' '''  ''';'''  ''""'  f'-'^'"  f'^'-'^  h'-i'V-in. 
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liitil  siirriliciil  \\'\<  siiviii;:s  ii  >cc(iii(l  time  to  hi-  nin.-tor.  Bal 
llia/iir  --aw  no  mic.  not  even  liis  owii  children  wen'  adiiiitti'i 
into  the  hoiisf.  Joscttc  and  Martha  were  l)olh  dead:  th^ 
coachinaii.  ihc  cook,  and  the  r<  "f  the  servant-  had  heci 
di-ini><ed  one  after  another.  ;  i  the  hordes  and  carria'/c 
had  been  .-ohi.  Althon^di  l^cnuihjninier  \va<  di-creet  aiK 
taciturn,  there  was  too  izond  <:roiind  for  Ix'lievinj:  that  tin 
money  which  (Jahriel  ('la<'s  and  Pienjuin  allowed  him  fn 
nece.-.-arie>  was  sj)ent  on  his  experiments.  Indeed,  (iahric 
and  Pieniuin  were  paying'  the  interest  of  a  rnortgap'  on  tin 
Maison  Clae-,  effected  without  their  knowledire,  lest  the  hou- 
should  lie  >old  above  iiis  head.  .None  of  his  children  hai 
any  infiuence  with  the  old  man  of  seventy,  who  still  po- 
ses.-ed  such  extraordinary  ener;.'y  and  di'termination  even  ii 
trilles.  It  was  just  possible  that  .Mariruerito  niiirht  repiii 
her  old  ascendency  over  him,  and  i-Y-licio  l)ejr,tred  her  sisttv 
to  come  home  at  once;  she  was  in  terror  lest  her  father  shonli 
have  put  his  name  to  bills  once  more,  (labriel,  Convncks,  an(: 
Pienpiin  Iiad  taken  alarm  at  tliis  jiersistent  madness  whicl 
Iiad  spent  seven  millions  of  francs  without  result,  and  haii 
decided  not  to  pay  M.  Claes'  debts.  This  letter  chan,<ro(] 
Mar^MieriteV  traveliiii:  plans;  slu'  took  the  shortest  way  home 
to  Douai.  With  her  pa.-t  savin;:s  and  newly  acquired  wealth 
it  would  he  ea,<y  to  pay  her  falhi^r's  debts  once  more;  hut  she 
determined  to  (lo  more  than  this,  she  would  fulfil  her  mother'? 
wishes:  Ralthazar  f'laes  should  not  sink  into  a  dishonored 
|.'rave.  Clearly  she  alone  had  sutlicient  influence  with  him 
to  prevent  him  from  carryin<x  "ut  his  ruinou.s  career  to  it.'^ 
natural  end.  at  a  time  of  lif^.  when  .irreat  results  could 
scarcely  he  expected  from  his  enfeebl(>d  powers;  hut  shf 
wished  to  persuade  him,  and  Tiot  to  wound  his  susceptibilities, 
fearin.ir  to  imitate  tlie  children  of  Sophocles;  possibly  her 
father,  after  all,  wa.s  nearini:  the  solution  of  the  scientific 
problem  to  which  he  iiad  >acri(iccd  so  mnch. 

-M.  and  Mme.  de  Solis  readied  Flanders  in  1S.")1.  and  ar- 
ri\ed  in  Oouai  one  morning'  toward-  the  end  of  September. 
Mar^nierite  ordered  the  coachman  to  drive  to  her  house  in  the 


':.^.M^G^^^WfW^fM  ';r^:^-.  >'^k    '^-^^S: 


IC    (](■ 


THE  Qi-Ksr  OF  rm:  ahsi 

!  f'l'.iiul  it  slait   lip;  a 


)i.rTK 


'-'03 


iins.  ail 


pI'lKlilCCll       11 


IIO, 


"itc,  left   iii-  (lo(.r,t( 


i:!''  noise  of  t 
l'i''ir  win 


.insucr. 


•p,  whither  he  had  I 


violent   rin?  at  tho 


!'•  '-arriaires :   i 


naiiv  n 


\  shopkeeper,    wjio    lived 
H'en   hroiii,dit    l)v 


f  the 


a  I'ai 


'""-•  P'lrtly  heeause  they  were -lad  to  see  th 


inly  so   mil 


•i>:iie  t'eeli 


I'll   belovei 


M.irLrucrit 
1    id  tile  ( 


UiS   of 


(■  caille 
'olllte   d 


oaeK  to  rl 
•  Sol 


nei,i.dibors   were  at 

return 
in  the  town,  partly  >tirred   l.v 

lappell    uli,.,! 


••'"•ii.Mfy  as  to  what  riii.rlK 


Ma 


i>on  Claes.     Tlie  sh 


til. 11- 


a  bo  lit 


an    hour  hef 


i>    nian  that  old  M.  d,.,,..  |,.„| 


M 


'1  iiini  to  walk  upon  li 
iirpuerite  sent    for  a 


n  re 


opkeeper 
U'(\    til.. 


as  to  avoid  a 


-ellllllf 

ramparts. 
■i<>uiirh   to   for 


I'linier   had   doui.tle 


d  led  hor  t 


seen 


'■  \^itli  her  r.nl 


•<•('  ojien    the  door 


ho'istv 


o  exp.-,  t)   I 


I'T.    I 


'(  the  old 


E 


ninianiK 


!<■  slioiild   iN'fiKe  to 


f   (a<    Pel 


K'le 


allow  her  t 


tiiinse 


•<  letter 
'■>  enter 


man    to   brin"-   I 


I'ican while,   went    in  seard 


■"•!ival,  and  despatehed  h 


ii">   til"   news   of  his  daiiirh 


M 


I 


icnpiin. 


IS  man  with  a 


ter' 


tne; 


'i^'c  to  M,  and 


It  did  not  take  lonjr  to  fo, 
"1   to  the  parlor  t 


'V  o])en  the  door.     Afar^' 


■\   <h 


iv<>r  of  horror  went   tl 


'»  .irive  directions  a! 


)oiit    their   baiTi: 


iierito 


"ere  as  bare  a^ 


'iroiiirli   her  as   she  entered 


VI  n: 


ivsuini.s  wonderful  car.., 
"s  Piad  been  s.dd  to  Lord 
iinir-rooni   was  emptv;   tl 


a   fire  had   swefit  over  tl 


loni. 


and 


-the 
\'an 


-I)ottonied  ol 


lairs 


'!''  portrait  of  fho  irreaf 
■>|"'neer.  so  some  one  said.     The 

!lf     two 


KTe  was  nothin<r  thoro  bi 


rite  .saw,  with  dreadful 


tn<l  a  wretched  tabh 


n  wliich  ]\rar- 


tw 


o  silver  spoons  and  forks',  and 


niis-ivin-s.  a  couple  of  bnwj.  and 


'ns  of  a  horrin.ir,  the  meal,  d .„ 

rvant  had  just  partaken.     As'sl 


on 


(nil)tl( 


a  dish,  tho  ro- 


of wliich  n 


aos  an(] 


■■"'•  afiartmonts  she  saw  that 
';;'"ni  as  tho  parlor  and  the  d 


If  hurried  throuir},  |f,f 


Into  soemod  to  I 


.1    'M-c 


lave  pas.sed  t 


;v.Ty  room  was  as  bare  and 

ming-room;  the  idea  of  the 

rough  tho  whole  fiouso  like 


'ir  a 


n  fu; 


"""■•    and    a    table 


"itun-  in  her  father': 


socket   stood 


a    tal 


room,  there  w 


low 


ill    a    battered 


kindle    burned    d 
f'oppcr   candlestick.      Tht 


as  a  bed. 


own    to 


!     I 


:» 


•i  -.f 


hli 


Ft    ^ 


\m^^ 


lUM      ^      L. 


204 


THE  QI  KST  OF  Tin;  AIISOLITE 


house  had  Ik'^ii  .-tripjird  so  (•(niiidculy  that  tlicrc  w 
no  curtains  in  the  windows ;  evcrvtlnni:  that  could  hrin;r 
a  few  jH'noc,  even  the  kitchen  utensils,  had  been  sold.  Dra 
by  the  feelinjr  ul"  curiosity  that  survives  in  us  oven  in 
deepest  misfortune.  Mariruerite  looked  into  Leiiiuli|uini( 
room;  it  was  as  bare  and  empty  as  his  master's.  The  draA 
in  the  tal)le  stood  hall'  open,  and  MarLruerite  eau<:lit  a  ^dim 
of  a  pawn-ticket,  the  servant  had  pledjred  his  watch  a  i 
days  previously.  She  hastened  to  the  attic;  the  laborat< 
was  as  well  replenished  as  it  u.sed  to  he;  finally,  she  had  ' 
door  of  her  own  room  forced  open  :  (>verythini:  was  as  she  I 
left  it,  her  father  had  re>[)ected  her  apartment. 

Marguerite  glanced  round  her.  burst  into  tears,  and  in  I 
heart  forgave  her  father.  Kven  in  the  frenzy  of  enthusia? 
which  spared  nothing  else,  he  had  been  checked  by  fathe 
love  and  a  feeling  of  gratitude  towards  her.  This  proof 
tenderness,  received  in  the  depths  of  her  despair,  wrought 
Marguerite  one  of  those  revtdsions  which  prove  too  strong  1 
the  coldest  hearts.  She  went  down  to  the  parlor,  and  wait 
for  her  father's  corning,  with  an  anxiety  which  was  increa? 
by  horrible  fears;  she  was  about  to  .see  him,  would  he 
changed?  Should  she  .see  a  decrepit,  ailing  wreck,  ema 
ated  by  fastings  endured  through  pride?  Suppose  his  reas 
had  failed?  Her  tears  flowed  fast  in  the  profaned  sanctuai 
Scenes  of  her  past  life  ro.se  up  before  her.  She  remember 
her  struggles,  her  vain  attempts  to  save  her  father  frr 
himself,  her  childish  days,  the  mother  who  had  been  so  hap 
and  so  unhappy;  everything  about  her,  even  the  face  of  li 
little  .Joseph  who  smile.l  on  the  desolation,  seemed  to  foi 
part  of  some  unreal,  mournful  tragedv. 

But  for  all  her  sad  forebodings,  she  did  not  foresee  t 
catastrophe  of  the  drama  of  her  father's  life,  a  life  so  magni 
cent  and  so  wretched.  Claes'  affairs  were  no  secret.  To  t 
shame  of  humanity,  there  were  no  generous  natures  to  be  foui 
in  Douai  who  could  reverence  the  passionate  persistence 
the  man  of  gmius.  Balthazar  was  put  under  the  ban 
society;  he  was  a  bad  father,  who  had  run  through  half- 
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^'iury     ,,..„.,„„„  .,f  i„..,,,l„m,.  ,h,  „.m„rv  of.  ,  ""' 

"■'  "»  .laii..,,,.,!  .,,,,1  c..,i,„„„MU,i;  i,c.  „,,.  i,r.:„„,„,|  „,:„; ,,  • 

!"•  'lad  grown  de.f    VorZ  "^  ^"'"  *"  *''^''"'  ^^^ 

-P-rstitious  ,•  ,  •  tk.  old  n,r""'^-  '"'  ''''  ""^^'^^  - 
->1  splendid  ho  u:\fh  >:.•?"  \"'*"1--  ^'"  ^"'^ 
--'t.andcountrvootta!^;  'h,.'  ;;;  n  "'  '"  '""'"" 
-:  lacking  to  gi.:e  oolo^  o    lul^  ah     n    ^   '":"     T^'T 


i 

i 


;ti 


/M 


'Mi 


TUK  QIKST  Ol'  TlIK  AHSOLIJTE 


in  the  niiirkct,  lie  not  only  paid  lii^'licr  prices  than  any  ( 
else  for  hi-  iiuii,i:n'  iiiinlia---(>.  Iml  he  couid  buy  iiothin;;  wi 
out  ncciv  iiii.'  iiisiih-  ihrnwii  ii\  as  a  son  of  iiiakc-\veif,'l 
lie  I'Vin  ihouj^dit  liitiiself  hicky  if  the  superstitious  mark 
women  did  not  refuse-to  supply  hini  with  !iis  niisorahk'  ] 
tanee  of  food,  for  it  too  often  ha[)peneil  that  they  were  afn 
to  endan^rer  tlieir  souls  hy  (h'alinj:  with  a  tool  of  Satan. 

Tile  general  feeling'  of  the  town  was  hostile  to  the  old  gri 
man  and  the  companion  of  his  lahors.  They  were  not  I 
better  thouL'ht  of  hecause  they  were  ill-olad  and  wore  1 
shabby  clothing  of  decent  poverty  that  shrinks  from  beggii 
Open  insult  was  sure  to  be  olTercd  them  sooner  or  later;  a 
I'ienpiin.  for  the  sake  of  his  family,  always  took  the  precj 
tion  of  sending  two  or  three  of  his  servants  to  follow  the  ( 
men  at  a  distance,  and  to  interfere,  if  necessary,  to  prot 
them,  for  the  inllueii.e  of  the  devolution  of  July  had  i 
improved  the  manners  of  the  populace. 

Hy  some  ine.\])lieable  chance  Claos  and  I.emul(]uinior  h 
gone  out  early  thiA  tnorning,  and  M.  and  Mme.  Pienpii 
secret  vigilance  was  for  once  at  fault  :  the  two  old  men  wi 
out  alone  in  the  town.  On  their  way  home  they  sat  do- 
to  rest  in  the  Place  Saint-.Iac(pies.  on  a  bench  in  the  si 
Boys  and  children  were  continually  passing  by  on  their  w 
to  school,  and  when  they  looked  across  the  .-(piare  and  s 
the  two  helpless  old  men.  whose  faces  brightened  as  tl 
basked  in  the  sunlight,  the  children  nuide  little  groups,  a 
began  to  talk.  Children's  chatter  usually  ends  in  laught 
and  laughter  leads  to  mischief,  which  has  no  cruel  intentii 
Seven  i.r  eight  of  the  first-comers  stood  at  a  little  distan 
and  stared  at  the  strange  old  faces;  Lemulquinier  hen 
thi'ir  smothered  laughter. 

"There,"  cried  one,  "do  you  see  that  one  with  the  forehe 
like  a  knee  ?" 

"Yes." 

"W<'11.  then,  he  is  a  born  Wi.se  Man." 

"I'apa  says  he  makes  gold,"  ])Ut  in  another. 

"Cold?  What  way  does  he  make  itr"  asked  a  third,  wi 
a  contemptuous  gesture. 
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gatluTt'd  from   IoIIdwiii^'  the  «>I<I  man  |u  iiu  Ikmisc,    Kt'-I 
J.iid   licr  (liildrcii    were   thtrc   alnadv.   and    (iaiiricl    aM<l 
wife  had  ooinc  from  C'atnbrai,  Iwarin^'  thmuLdi  thdr  sisti-i 
Mar^'iicrite'H  rt'tnrn. 

'I'liL'  old   man's  returu  to   liis  lionso   was   pitooii.*   to 
Kvcn  a.x  he  lay  Ix'twccn  life  and  draili  his  chi.'f  i<rror  s'-t 
to    be    tho    tliou^lit    thai    liis    children    would    discover 
wrrtchediH'ss  in  which  he  had  been  livinL'.     A^  soon  as  a 
could  be  made  up  in  the  parlor,  everv  care  was  be^tow(Jd 
Balthazar,  and  towards  the  end  of  "the  dav  some  hopes 
his  recovery  were  entertained.     But  in  spite  of  all  that  s 
could  do,  the  paralysis  had  left  him  in  an  almost  child 
condition.    After  the  other  symptoms  had  abateil,  his  sot- 
was  still  affected,  perhaps  because  anf,'er  had  taken  all  p 
to  speak  from  him  when  he  attempted  to  remonstrate  w 
the  children. 

(k'neral  indi^'nation  was  felt  in  the  town  when  the  m 
of  the  affair  became  known.  Some  mysterious  law  work; 
in  the  minds  of  men  had  wrought  a  revulsion  of  feolin)?,  ii 
il.  Claes  regained  his  popularity.  He  suddenly  becaim 
great  man.  All  the  admiration  and  esteem  which  had  b< 
so  long  withdrawn  was  his  again.  Every  one  praised  his  ] 
tient  toil,  his  courage,  his  strength  of  will,  his  genius.  1 
magistrates  were  disposed  to  treat  the  small  delinquents  vi 
harshly;  but  the  evil  was  done,  and  Claes'  own  family  wi 
the  first  to  ask  that  the  affair  should  be  smoothed  over. 

The  parlor  was  refurnished  by  Marguerite's  directio 
silken  hangings  covered  the  bare  walls  where  the  carv 
panels  once  had  been ;  and  when,  a  few  days  after  his  seizu 
Claes  recovered  the  use  of  his  faculties,  he  found  hims- 
among  luxurious  surroundings;  nothing  that  could  contribi 
to  his  comfort  had  been  forgotten.  Marguerite  came  into  t 
parlor  just  as  he  tried  to  say  tliat  surely  she  must  have  coi 
back.  A  fiiish  came  over  Balthazar's  face  at  the  sight  of  h( 
his  eyes  were  full  of  tears  that  did  not  fall;  he  wa"s  still  al 
to  grasp  his  daughter's  hand  in  his  cold  fingers,  and  in  tl 
pressure  he  put  all  the  feelings  and  the  thoughts  that 
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'■■"■■-'  not   utt.r.     Thrr..  was  SMM,..lhin^^  v.tv  <a.r..d  ,„d  .,,1 

...n.n,h.fan.«.Mrn.,.,,i,,,,,,,;,,^^ 

.J..m..de  ha,,  brought  ba.k  ..„, f  ,|     ,,,,,  .,,  „.„  ^^.,,^^,,^,, 

Kxhaustodbv  all  h.sfn.ith.s  labors,  worn, „ul.  h.s  wr.s- 
-^J^  w.th   a  ^,a.r    probk.,,,.  >....„...   per,,,,;,,.   ,,,,,,  ,^^.^     -^ 

■l'^         In.s   .h,  drcn  s  n vn.nt  ..fr,.,.fon.     Thrre  u.pe  si.^ns 

^•.-'      hand  pl..nty.^  the.., hn,,s  ,.,,,, Id  have  rci.M..ed  In 
v;.     ufa.rpH.ture  of  their  f,.,,..^,, Madden  hi.  ^  „, 

""^""^^  """V  '■•vim..ss  his  air..e,io„  for  them  bv  io„ 
i''y;ves  were  alvvavs  full  of  tenderness  :i,  was  as"  if 
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',  and 

tbiv  had 


,,      ,  - ""  i'iiiniiies>     II   was  as  1     I  iiv  ti'i<I 

-:.;I..^aj,.nredastra,.,e.n.M,,,,,,,.,,^ 

^■- J-Kl.t  that  shone  ,n  the,     was  a  language  easy  to  under- 

Marguerite  paid  her  fatluVs  debts ;  and  though  the  ancient 
^r,..-  of  the  louse  of  Claes  had  departed,  it  wa.<  <hortlv 
-furn.sh.|   w„h  a   ..-.nificenee   that' effaced   all   n>c     Z 

"tS;;t:^!;l;;';;;;^^^ 

S.'veral  months  w<.nt  b;.    in  alternation.,  of  hope  and  de- 

;  -r  tha    nujrked  the  pro,  ....  of  the  final  struggle  Mw  en 
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M-..MM.,1  tu  l.laz..  fr.„„  his  ..yrs;  |,is  f,„v  «a.  .Irawn  with' 

>.;.in!-n    a,„nn,h:  .Mvat   .Im,,.  „f  p,.r,,„rann„   bmk,.  ,„„ 

hi.^    nnhra,!:  |,,s  lin^Ts  tuii.l,,,!  n.,-\,,n-lv  ,n  his  ,|...nai. 

.     li.'l    iiiunii..-  uh.M  his  rhiMivn  .,,.,„.  an,i  .■.nhr,-,.-.,]   I 

with  th..  air,.,  tin,,  ,haf   ,Tr\v  „„„•..   ,„(,.„...  an,!   in.u',.  ,.|it,- 

W'lh  Ih..  nraraj.|,r.Ki,holM,;,,|,.  j„.  .h,,«..,|  ,„„,..  ,.f  i  h-  h 

IMiH'ssthat  h.aluav,  r,.h  in  lh,Mr  t,.n,I.Tii.-s 

KMnnaini,'!.  at  a  uari.iii-  dan,-,,  fpun  l'i..r.|uin.  hast 
tniv  ih,.  n,w-pap,.r  rn.rii  il>  urap|MT.  fhinkin-  that  p-rlu 
th.-  n.a,|in-  mi-ht  .liv,.,-!  lialtha/ar^  inin-l  fm,,,  hi-  ph\-i 
8iitr.Tin-s.  A,  !„.  nnlol,l,.,|  ih..  sh,...t  ih..  w,,r,K  i)is,-,;vK 
OF  TiiK  AhSMMTi:  .auKht  hN  ..vrs  at,,]  startl..!  him.  and 
read  th..  paragraph  t,.  .Mar-ihritc  iin.l,.f  his  hn^ath  It  t^ 
of  a  har-am  c.n.lu.i.Mi  hy  a  .■.■l..hrat..,|  |'„ii,h  n,ath,.,natici 
for  th,.  s..,rvt  ,.f  th..  Ahsoliit,.,  whuh  \u'  ha.l  .JH.^v.'nvl 
th.'  conrhiMoM  of  th,.  paraiTfaph  Mari.Mi,.rit..  a^k,,)  h.T  hi 
mtui  f,.r  th..  pap,.r.  I,nt.  I,,w  as  th,.  toiL's  .,1'  his  v.,i,.,.  had  hoc 
liiiithazar  had  hfanl  liim. 

Siid.l.'.ily  til.,  dyini:  man  rai-.'d  l!im.<.if  „n  his  ,.|h„\vs-  | 
^!anc,.  s,.,.ni,.,l  lik,.  Ii-hi„in-  t.,  his  t.Tn.r-tri."k.^n  ..hihir.. 
thf  hair  that  frin-.'.J  his  t..mpl..s  n,s.-.  ..v.tv  wrinki,.  in  I 
face  .iiiiv..,v.l  nith  .■\.it..ni.'nt.  a  hivatii  ..f  in-^pirati..n  pa- 
over  his  fa...  an,!  ma.l,.  it  <iil,lim...  |I„  ,..,{.,.,1  a  hai. 
olcn.-lu'd  m  fn.nxv.  with  th,'  <rv  o(  Anhiiii..,I..s— KTRFK  ' 
(/  Inirr  f,nm,l  U ! )  !,.•  ,al!,.,!  in  pi-T.^inir  fon.'s.  th..;,  h..  f, 
'"'•aMly  l,a,.k  lik,.  a  .i.a,!  l„„!v.  an.l  .1,..,]  with  an  awful  mo;, 
His  ,l..spa,r  .•..iil.i  h,.  r,.a,|  in  th,.  fnnxi.'d  ,>xpr..ssion  of  1, 
<^v.■s  until  th,.  .h„.i„r  ,|„.,.,|  ,l,,M„.  H,.  ,.onld  not  l.^av  i 
Scion,-.,  th.'  .o|,iti.,n  „f  th,.  (;r,.at  Kni-ma  irv.-alod  to  h,, 
ton  lat,.,  as  th,.  v.'il  was  lorn  asunder  by  the  fieslik'^.s  fiut:ei 
ol   l),.aili. 
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crous  cntlmsiasni  that  K'radually  fades  until  nothing  is  ku 
of  hapi-incss  hut  a  incinory,  and  fzlory  is  known  for  a  dolusion. 
Of  all  thoc  delicate  and  short-lived  emotions,  none  so  resem- 
ble love  as  the  passion  of  a  young  artist  for  his  art,  ae  he  is 
about  to  enter  on  the  blissful  martyrdom  of  his  career  of 
glory  and  disaster,  of  vague  expectations  and  real  disappoint- 
ments. 

Those  who  have  missed  this  experience  in  the  early  days 
of  light  purses;  who  have  not,  in  the  dawn  of  their  genius, 
Btood  in  the  presence  of  a  nuister  and  felt  the  throbbing  of 
their  hearts,  will  always  carry  in  their  inmost  souls  a  chord 
that  has  never  been  touched,  and  in  their  work  an  indefinable 
quality  will  be  lacking,  a  something  in  the  stroke  of  the  brush, 
a  mysterious  element  that  we  call  poetry.  The  swaggerers,  so 
pufTed  up  by  self-conceit  that  they  are  confident  oversoon  of 
their  success,  can  never  be  taken  for  men  of  talent  save  by 
fools.  From  this  point  of  view,  if  youthful  modesty  is  the 
measure  of  youthful  genius,  the  stranger  on  the  staircase 
might  be  allowed  to  have  something  in  him ;  fur  he  seemed 
to  possess  the  indescribable  dilVidence,  the  early  timidity  that 
artists  are  bound  to  lose  in  the  course  of  a  great  career,  even 
as  pretty  women  lose  it  as  they  make  progress  in  the  arts  of 
cofiuetry.  Self-distrust  vanishes  as  triumph  succeeds  to  tri- 
umph, and  modesty  is,  perhaps,  distrust  ci  self. 

The  poor  neophyte  was  so  overcome  by  the  consciousness 
of  his  own  presumption  and  insignificance,  that  it  began  to 
look  as  if  he  was  hardly  likely  to  penetrate  into  the  studio 
of  the  painter,  to  whom  we  owe  the  wonderful  portrait  of 
Henri  IV.  But  fate  was  propitious:  an  old  man  came  up  the 
staircase.  From  the  (piaint  costume  of  this  newcomer,  his 
collar  of  magnificent  lace,  and  a  certain  serene  gravity  in  his 
bearing,  the  first  arrival  thought  that  this  pcrso-age  must  be 
either  a  patron  or  a  friend  of  the  court  painter.  He  stood 
aside  ther.'fore  upon  the  landing  to  allow  the  visitor  to  pass, 
ecrutinizing  him  curiously  the  while.  Perhaps  he  might  hope 
to  find  the  good  nature  of  an  artist  or  to  receive  the  good 
ot!ices  of  aa  amateur  not  unfriendly  to  the  arts;  but  besides 
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an  almost  diabolical  expression  in  the  face  that  met  his  gaze, 
there  was  that  indescribable  something'  which  has  an  Irre- 
sistible attraction  for  artists. 

Picture  that  face.     A  bald  high  forehead  and  nigged  jut- 
ting brows  above  a  small  tiat  nose  turned  up  at  the^end,  as 
in  the  portraits  of  Socrates  and  Rabelais,  deep  lines  about 
the  mocking  mouth;  a  short  chin,  carried  proudly,  covered 
with  a  grizzled  pointed  beard;  .-^ea-green  eyes  that  age  might 
sieni  to  have  dimmed  were  it  not  for  the  contrast  between  The 
iris  and  the  surrounding  nrnther-of-pearl  tints,  so  that   it 
seemed  as  if  under  the  stress  of  anger  or  enthusiasm  there 
u^ould  be  a  magnetic  power  to  (|iiell  or  kindle  in  their  glances. 
The  face  was  withered  beyond  wont  by  the  fatigue  of  venrs, 
yet  it  seemed  aged  still  more  by  the  thoughts  that  hadVorii 
away  both  soul  and  body.     There  were  no  lashes  to  the  diu^p- 
sf-t  eyes,  and  scarcely  a  trace  of  the  arching  lines  of  the  eye- 
Iti.ws  above  them.    Set  this  head  on  a  spare  and  feeble  frame, 
place  it  in  a  frame  of  lace  wrought  like  an  engraved  silver 
lish-slice,  imagine  a  heavy  gold  chain  over  the  old  man's  black 
doublet,  and  you  will  have  some  dim  idea  of  this  strange  per- 
sonage, who  seemed  still   more  fantastic  in  the  sombre  twi- 
light of  the  stairca.se.     One  of  Rembrandt's  portraits  mi','ht 
have  stepped  down  from  its  frame  to  walk  in  ar  appropriate 
atmosphere  of  gloom,  such  as  the  great  painter  loved.     The 
"Ider  man  gave  the  younger  a  shrewd  glance,  and  knocked 
thrice  at  the  door.    It  was  opened  by  a  man  of  forty  or  there- 
ahouts,  who  seemed  to  be  an  invalid. 

"Good-day,  master." 

Morbus  bowed  respectfully,  and  held  the  door  open  for  the 
v'umger  man  to  enter,  thinking  that  the  latter  accompanied 
ii  -  visitor;  and  when  he  saw  that  the  neophyte  stood  awhile 
■i-  if  spellbound,  feeling,  as  every  artist-nature  must  feel,  the 
f.^sf^inating  influence  of  the  first  sight  of  a  studio  in  whieh 
the  material  processes  of  art  are  revealed.  Porbus  troubled 
!i:mself  no  more  about  this  .second  comer. 

All  the  light  in  the  studio  came  from  a  window  in  the  roof. 
•Hid  was  concentrated  upon  an  easel,  where  a  canvas  stood 
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iintniiclifd  ::>  yit  >;i\i'  I'l.r  tlinr  cr  I'mir  mnliins  in  clialk. 
'I'lic  (iiiyliulit  -iiir<ily  niiihi-d  thr  nMiinicr  iiii^'lcs  mikI  cnrncr-; 
of  till-  \;i~l   fiMiin:  tiny  uiTc  n-  ilmk  .i-  niirht  :  liiit  llic  silver 

(iril;iliicnlf<l   iitT;i--I|i|;ilc  nf  :i    Ii'.'itcr'-  ini'M.lct.  that    liiiiiL'  upon 

till'  Willi,  attracifd  a  >lray  ^.'Icain  \n  j|>  diiii  ainilinij-plaiv 
Jiiiiniii:  the  brown  >lia(low> ;  or  a  >hall  i>{  !i-!it  -hot  across  thr 
<-ar\f(l  and  LrIi-tciiin,L'  ,~iirl'a(c  of  an  anlii|iio  -idol)oard  covorrd 
with  curious  .-ilvcr  [)latc,  or  struck  out  a  line  (d'  LrlittcrinLT 
(lots  anion^'-  llic  rai.-cd  tlir<'ad>  ol'  ih^  i:oldc!i  uar|)  of  -innc  old 
hrocadcd  curtain-,  ulii'io  the  line-  of  the  .-till'  Inavv  fold- 
wen-  hrokrii.  a-  the  -I nil'  had  heeii  lIuiiiT  eareles.-ly  down  to 
i-^erve  as  a  model. 

Plaster  niirrln's  -tood  ahout  the  rooni ;  and  here  and  there, 
on  shelve-;  and  lahlc-.  lay  fraLinient-  of  cla-.-ieal  sculpture — 
tor.-o-  ,^(  anti(|ne  t:odil(>,-c-.  worn  smooth  a-  thouirh  all  the 
years  of  the  centuries  that  had  pas-ed  over  them  had  heeti 
lover-'  kisM's.  The  wall-  wero  coveri'd.  from  lloor  to  ceilini,'. 
With  coiinile.-,-  sketches  in  rhan-oal.  rod  chalk,  or  jien-and-iiik. 
Amii]  the  litter  and  confu-ion  of  color  ho\c>.  overtumed 
t^tool-;.  tla>k-  of  oil,  and  c--cnce-,  there  wa-  ju-t  room  to  move 
so  a>  to  reach  the  illuminated  circular  -pace  where  tlie  ea.-e! 
stood.  The  liLdii  from  the  window  in  the  ro(d"  I'ell  full  upon 
Tdrhiis*  pale  face  and  on  the  ivorv-tinted  forehead  of  his 
ptran^ie  visitor.  I>iit  in  another  moment  the  vouiiLrer  man 
heeded  noihinr-  hut  a  picture  that  had  alreadv  hecome  famous 
even  in  those  stormy  days  id'  jioliiical  and  rcliLrious  revolution. 
a  picture  that  a  few  of  the  zeaiou-  wor-hipers.  who  have  so 
often  ki'pt  the  sacrcrj  IJiv  ,,f  an  ali\e  in  e\  il  dav-.  wen.  wont  lo 
j.'o  on  pilLrrimaL'c  to  -ee.  The  hcautiful  panel  n-prcsontei] 
Ji  Saint  Mary  id'  r'.L'ypt  ahoui  to  pav  her  pa-<ai:e  across  tlir 
.seas.  It  was  a  masterpi.  ce  .le-tincil  for  Mary  de"  ^^ediei. 
who  Sold  it  in  late;- years  of  povertx'. 

"I  like  your  -aint."  the  old  man  n-marked.  addn-sim:  Ter- 
J)iis,  "I  would  i:iM-  you  teti  i:oldeii  crown-  for  her  over  and 
ahove  the  price  the  (,)ueen  i-  paviri'.--:  hut  a^  for  putting'  a 
spoke  in  that  wheel      .     .     .      the-  dcvil  take  it!" 
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'•But  how  is  it.  (loar  master?"  Porbus  askrd  rcspoct fully, 
while  tlie  yi)iin<,'  man  with  dilliculty  repressed  his  strong  de- 
sire to  l)eat  tin-  critic. 

'•Ah!"  »aid  thi-  old  man,  "it  is  this!  You  have  halted  be- 
tween two  manners.  Yon  have  hesitated  between  drawinj: 
and  color,  Ixtween  the  do^'j^ed  attention  to  detail,  the  stiff 
precision  of  llu-  (ierman  masters  and  the  dazzling  plow,  the 
joyous  exuberance  of  Italian  painters.  You  liave  set  yourself 
to  imitate  Hans  Holbein  and  Titian,  Albrecht  Diirer  and 
Paul  Veronese  in  a  single  picture.  A  magnificent  ambition 
truly,  l)ut  wliat  lias  come  of  it?  Your  work  has  neither  the 
pevere  <liarni  of  a  dry  t>xecution  nor  the  inaL'ical  illusion  of 
Italian  rhinroxi  ufi).  Titian's  rich  golden  coloring  poured  into 
Albrecht  Diinr's  austere  outlines  has  shattered  them,  like 
molten  limnze  bursting  ihrough  the  mould  that  is  not  strong 
enough  to  hiild  it.  In  otiicr  places  the  outlines  have  held  firm, 
imprisoning  and  oi)^curiiig  the  magnificent  g'owing  flood  of 
Venetian  color.  The  drawing  of  the  fa-e  is  .lot  perfect,  the 
coloring  is  not  perfect;  traces  of  that  unlucky  indecision 
are  to  be  seen  everywhere.  Unless  you  felt  strong  enough 
to  fuse  the  two  oi)p()se(l  manners  in  the  fire  of  your  own 
genius,  you  should  have  cast  in  ynur  lot  boldly  with  the  one 
or  tbe  other,  and  so  have  obtained  the  unity  which  simulates 
one  of  the  conditions  of  life  it-elf.  Your  work  is  only  true 
in  the  centres;  your  outlines  arc  false,  they  project  nothing, 
there  is  no  hint  of  anyiliing  ticliind  them.  There  is  truth 
here."  said  the  old  man.  pointing  to  the  breast  of  the  Saint. 
"and  again  here."  he  went  on.  indicating  the  rounded 
shoulder,  "But  there."  once  more  returning  to  the  column 
of  tht^  throat,  "everything  i<  false.  Let  us  go  no  further  into 
detail;  you  would  be  disheartened." 

The  old  man  sat  dnwii  on  a  stool,  and  remained  a  while 
withniit  spcakiiiiT,  with  bis  face  buried  in  his  hands. 

"Yi't  I  studied  that  thn.at  from  the  life,  dear  master,"  Por- 
bus  beiran  ;  "it  happens  sometimes,  fur  our  misfortune,  that 
ri'nl  t^fTccts  in  nature  look  improbable  when  transferred  to 
canvas " 
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You 


'The  aim  of  art  is  not 


.-(1 


an>  not  ii  sorvilc  ropyist,  but  a  poet 
arply,   ciittinp    I'oHms' short    will 


to  fopy  natiiro,  hnt  to  oypros!!  it. 


orird  tile  oil 


man 


'■Otherwise  a  s 
woman  and  save  1 
make 


1   an   impiTJous  gesture 
culptor  inirrht  mal<o  a  plii.'^ter  cast  of  a  living 
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ippearances  of  things  and 
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or  you  its  movement  and 

"orming  soul  in  the 


l)eini.'s 


]-:tr. 


What 


are  elTcH-ts 


Init  the  accidents  of  life,  not  life  its.df  y    A  hand,  since  I  have 
taken  that  example,  is  not  onlv  a  part  of  a  i.odv    it  i.  the  ex- 
press mn  and  extension  of  a  thou.^ht  that  n.ust  be  grasped  and 
p.ndemi     Neither  painter  nor  port  nor  sculptor  mav  separate 
-  etfect  from  the  cause,  which  are  mevitablv  coniained  the 
"le  ,n  the  other.     Th..re  begins  the  real  stru'-.de'     A[anv  •! 
(-inter  achieves  success  instinctively,  unconscious  of  tl...  t^i^k 
"at  ,s  se    before  art.    You  draw  a  woman,  vet  vou  do  not  set" 
^''  r.     Not  so  noyou  succeed  in  ^fvvAm■^r  nature's  secrets  from 
!•",   '>on  are  reprodu,  .i,g  meehanicallv  the  model  that   vou 
"■PHHl  inyunr  ma.ster's  studio.  You  do  not  p.netr.itc  far  enou-l, 
<nto  the  inmost  .<ecrets  of  the  .nv^t.ry  -.f  fo:-,,, ;  vm,  do  n^.t 
>...k  w.Hi  love  enough  and  persev-rance  enough  aft^r  the  form 
'it.it  battles  and  eludes  vou.     B.auty  is  a  thmtr  .'^evere  and  un- 
approachable, never  to  I,,,  won  by  a  lan-uid  lover      You  ,nu<t 
N'  m  wait  for  her  coming  and  take  !,  r  unawares,  pre-  her 
h.-.rd  and  clasp  her  in  a  tight  wnbrace  .uxi  for.v  her  to  vield 
ern,  i>  a  I  roteus  more  intan.^ible  an.l  more  nu.nifold' than 
^-   I  roteus  of  the  legend:  cu,npell..d.  onlv  after  Inu^r  ..res- 
t^ing.  to  stand  forth  manifest  in  his  true  aspe,.t.    So.ne'of  vo„ 
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'•Ill  tlii.s  maniHT  wnrkcd  i;ii|ili;irl."  --iiiii  tlic  <i!il  man,  takinjj 
ofT  liis  cap  ti'  I  \iirc.--  In-  icvcnMirc  \'<>v  the  Kinir  nf  Art.  "\l\< 
traiiM'i'ii(!riil  ;:rcaini--  (Hiiir  frnm  tlir  iniimalc  -ciisf  that,  in 
liiiii,  >'<iiis  a>  il'  it  WMul.l  -hattir  r\trrnal  form.  Korm  in  liis 
f'li^iirc-  (as  witli  ii-)  i-  a  sytiilxil,  a  iiitaii.-  of  (■(.iniiiunicatinjr 
pc'iisatioiis.  idia^.  llif  \.i^t  iiiiauMninL's  "I'  a  \nH-\.  l-lvcrv  face 
is  a  wlii.lc  unrM.  Tlif  >ulijcct  ul'  ilw  portrait  apix'arcd  for 
liiiii  liatiiid  ill  tlir  li.irlit  of  a  diviin'  vismii;  il  was  rcvoalcil  h.v 
ail  inner  vuicr,  the  fiiiL'cr  nf  (Jod  laid  harr  llif  sourctt?  of  I'X- 
prc.-.-inii  in  ilif  pa>t  of  a  wjiolr  lil'i'. 

"Villi  iluthc  vniir  U'.nii'ii  in  fai;*  raiincnt  of  flr-li.  in  L'ra- 
cioiis  veiling:  of  hair ;  hut  where  i-  the  hi'iod.  the  source  ot  pas- 
sion and  of  ejiini,  the  eau>e  of  the  particular  elTect  ?     Why. 

tlii-  hrown  I-'L-^vptian  <d'  vcuirs.  my  l: 1  I'orhus.  is  a  eojnrles*; 

creature!  'These  fi;:ures  that  you  -et  h.d'ore  us  an-  jiaintei'l 
bloodless  i)hantoni.s;  and  you  call  that  paintiiii:.  you  call  that 
art! 

"Heeauso  von  have  mat1(>  sometliinjr  more  like  a  woman  than 
a  house.  \ou  think  lliat  \ou  have  set  your  finirers  on  the  ;roal : 
you  anM|uit('  pnnid  that  you  need  not  to  write  fiirnis  rrnii.'<tit^ 
or  [lulcliir  h(init)  heside  your  tiirures.  as  early  painters  were 
wont  to  do,  and  \ou  fancy  that  you  have  done  wcMiders.  \li ' 
my  j-'ooil  friend,  there  is  still  something'  more  to  learn,  ,ind 
you  will  use  up  a  .iircat  deal  of  chalk  and  cover  i.ianv  a  canvas 
before  yon  will  learn  it.  ^'es.  trulv,  a  woman  carries  lier  head 
in  just  such  a  wav,  -o  <Iie  hold>  lur  piriucnts  L'athereii  into 
her  hand  :  lur  eve-  lh-ow  dreamy  and  x'h  with  that  expression 
of  meek  sweetness,  and  even  so  the  <piiverin'j;  -had'iw  of  the 
laches  hovers  upon  her  cheeks.  It  is  all  there,  and  yet  it  is 
not  th<re.  What  is  lackiii.s:?  A  nothin.L',  hut  that  nothinsi 
i8  every thinj:. 

'•There  \ou  liave  llie  scnd)lanee  of  life,  hut  yoii  do  not  ox- 
pre->  its  fuliu-s  and  etllucnic  that  inde-crihahle  somethiuL'. 
perhap-  the  -oul  itself,  that  .tixclop-  the  .lutlines  of  the  hodv 
like  a  haze:  that  tjower  >>i  life,  in  short,  that  Titian  and  IJi- 
phael  cauLdil.  >'our  utmost  achievement  hitherto  has  onlv 
brou<:ht  you  to  the  -tartiiig-poinl.      Vou  mifzht   now  perhaps 
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L'in  to  do  cxcfllcrit  Miirk,  Init  von 
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all  I'Vt's,  all  atlcntinn,  for  it  may  !)(>  that  such  a  chance  ol 
icarniiij.'  wili  never  come  in  your  way  again. — I'orbua !  youi 
palette." 

Porijus  went  in  .search  of  palette  and  brushes.  The  little 
old  man  turned  bm  k  bis  six  ves  with  impatient  energy,  seized 
the  palette,  covered  with  nuiny  hue.-,  that  I'orbiis  handeil  tn 
liim,  aii  I  snatched  rather  than  took  a  handful  of  brushes  of 
various  sizes  from  the  banils  of  iiis  ac<|uaiiitance.  His  pninted 
beard  suddeidy  bristled — a  menacing  movi'ment  that  ex- 
pressed the  pnrk  (d'  a  liiver's  I'aiwy.  .\s  he  loaded  his  brush, 
he  muttered  beiwecii  hi.-  teeth.  "'rhe.<e  paints  are  only  fit 
to  lling  out  of  tb.  window,  together  with  the  fellow  wIm 
ground  them,  llnir  crudetiess  and  falseness  are  disgusting  I 
How  can  one  paint  with  this?" 

H.-  di|)[)ed  the  lip  of  the  brn-li  with  feverir-h  eagorncss  in 
the  ditl'en  lit  |iigmcnts,  iiiaking  the  circuit  of  the  palette  sev- 
eral times  riiore  ipiickly  than  the  organist  of  a  cathedral 
swee|)s  the  octaves  on  the  keyboard  of  his  clavier  for  the  0 
Filil  ;,!  l-;a>ter. 

i'l'ilnis  ami  i'oussin.  on  either  side  of  the  easel,  .stood  stock- 
-till,  watching  with  intense  interest. 

"Loofx,  young  man,"  hi'  began  again,  ''>oc  how  three  or  four 
strokes  of  the  iirusli  and  a  thin  glaze  of  blue  let  in  the  free 
air  to  |)Iay  about  the  head  of  the  poor  Saint,  who  ii  ust  have 
felt  stilled  and  ojiprcssid  by  the  close  atmosphere  I  See  how 
the  drapery  begins  to  tluttt>r;  you  feel  tba'  it  is  lifted  by  the 
bri'ezcl  .\  moment  ago  it  hung  as  heavi  and  stillly  as  if  it 
were  held  out  by  pun.  l)o  you  sec  how  tin  satin  >hoen  that  I 
have  just  given  to  the  brea-t  rends  the  pliant,  silken  .softnc-s 
of  a  young  girl's  skin,  and  how  the  brown  rcfl,  blended  witli 
burnt  ochre,  brings  warmth  into  the  cold  gray  of  the  d(H'|) 
shadow  where  the  l)lood  lay  congealed  instead  of  eoursinu' 
through  the  veins?  Young  man,  young  man,  no  master  coiiM 
teach  you  how  to  do  this  that  I  am  doing  before  your  eye< 
Mabuse  aloiu'  possessed  the  secret  of  giving  life  to  his  figures: 
Mabu.sc  had  but  one  pupil— that  was  f.  I  have  none,  and  1 
am  old.  You  have  sutliciimt  intelligence  to  imagine  the  re-t 
from  the  glimpses  that  1  am  giving  you." 
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liilf  the  old  mail  ua.-  sptwikiriL',  he  piw  a  Iniicli  !.   ■■.•  and 


I'lv;  >()iii..(ii,M.s  tw..  sln^ko  of  th..  |,ru.-li,  >..iiirl 


niu's  a  -iiij;If 
lat   the   wli((l»'   [lictiirc 


nr;    l.ut   .■v.rv   strnkr   luld   so   well,   tl 
"■rin'd    tran>fiKuivd--il.r   paimni^r    „a.    II<M,d.d    with'  li-h"t 

!'■  worked  with  >ii<li  |M>Mniiatc  f.rvor.  that  l„.j,d.«  of 
'I'luT.'d   upon   Ins   i.aiv   lunli.ad ;   hv  work. 
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from  Ill's  girdle,  felt  in  it,  found  two  gold  coins,  and  1..11] 
them  out. 

"I  will  Iniy  your  skftch,"  he  said. 

"Take  it,"  said  I'orljiis.  as  he  >a\v  thf  other  start  and  flush 
with  liiiliarrasMiiciit,  for  Pou.-,-in  had  the  pride  of  poverty 
"I'niy  take  it;  lie  lias  a  couple  of  king's  ransoms  in  hh 
pouch !" 

Tiie  tliro*^  came  down  together  from  the  studio,  and,  talkin;^ 
of  art  iiy  tlie  way,  readied  a  t>ictnres(|iie  woo(h'n  house  hard 
Ijy  the  I'oiii  Saim-Miclicl.  I'nii-.-in  wmidered  a  moment  at 
its  iiniaineiit.  at  the  kimcker.  at  tlie  I'immics  of  the  casemeiil-. 
at  the  seriill  wurk  de.~i.-n-,  and  in  the  next  lie  stood  in  a  vas^ 
low-ceiKMi  rouiii.  A  table,  mverrd  with  tempting  dishes,  stood 
near  the  hla/iiig  fire,  and  (link  iinlinprd  for)  he  was  in  the 
eoiiipniiy  (d'  two  great  arti.-i.-  full  of  genial  good  humor. 

"Do  lint  look  too  loi'g  at  that  canvas,  young  man,"  said 
Porliiis.  when  he  >aw  that  rou»in  was  standing,  struck  with 
wonder,  h.'fore  a  jiaiiiting.  "Vou  would  fall  a  victim  to  de- 
spair." 

It  was  the  Adam  painted  iiy  Mal)ii>e  to  purchase  his  release 
from  the  pri-oii  where  his  crediidrs  had  so  long  kept  him. 
And  as  a  matter  of  fact.  tlii>  ligure  stood  out  so  holdlv  and 
convincingly,  that  Nicolas  Poussin  began  to  understand  the 
real  meaning  of  the  uords  iiniircd  (uit  by  the  old  artist,  who 
was  himself  looking  at  the  picture  wiiii  apparent  satisfaction. 
but  without  enthusiasm.  "1  have  done  better  than  that!"' 
he  seemed  to  be  -aying  to  himself. 

"There  is  life  in  it.'"  he  said  aloud  ;  "in  that  respect  my  poor 
master  lirre  >urpas-ed  himself,  but  there  is  some  lack  of  truth 
in  the  bnekLrroiind.  The  man  lives  indeed;  he  is  risintr,  and 
will  come  towards  u>  :  but  the  atmosphere,  the  <ky,  th(>  air, 
the  breath  of  the  breeze — you  look  and  feel  for  them,  but  tliev 
are  not  there.  .\nd  then  tlu-  man  himself  is,  after  al'.  only  a 
man  I  .Mil  but  the  one  man  in  the  world  who  eame  direct 
from  the  hands  of  (iod  must  have  had  a  something  divine 
about  liini  that  is  wanting  here  Malm^e  himself  would  grind 
his  teeth  and  sav  so  when  he  was  not  drunk." 
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Poussin  look.'.!  from  tlie  sprak^r  in  I'oii.us.  and  from  I'or- 
bus  to  the  .<j)L'akLT.  with  restless  curi^sitv.  Ho  went  up  to  the 
latter  to  ask  for  tlir  iiaiuf  of  their  host:  but  the  painter  laid 
a  hnger  on  his  hps  uiih  an  air  of  mv-frv.  The  vouii^  man's 
interest  was  cxcin.! :  he  krpt  silciier.  but  li(,p,.d"  that  sooiior 
'.r  later  some  word  mi^ht  !„■  let  fall  that  would  revoal  the 
name  of  his  entertainer.  It  was  .■vi<k-nt  that  he  was  a  man 
■  1  talent  and  vtTV  walthy.  im  l'„rhus  listened  to  him  respeet- 
tully,  and  the  vast  rcKun  was  crowded  with  marvels  ,^i  art. 

A  magnificent  portrait  of  a  woman,  liun^  against  the  dark 
oak  panels  of  the  wall,  next  caught  i'ou.-.sin\s  attention. 

"What  a  glorious  (.iiorgioiu- 1""  he  cried. 

"Xo/"  said  his  host,  "it  is  an  cark  daub  of  mine " 

"Grainerey  :  I  am  in  the  abode'of  the  god  of  painting,  it 
seems!"  cried  I'oussin  ingcaiuously. 

The  old  man  smiled  as  if  he  had  long  grown  familiar  with 
-ueh  {traise. 

"Master  Fronhofer!"  said  Porbus.  "do  vou  think  vou  could 
M.nd  me  a  little  of  your  capital  Rhine  wine?" 

"A  couple  of  pipes'"  answered  his  host:  "one  to  discharge 
I  del)t,  for  the  pleasure  of  seeing  your  prettv  sinner,  the  other 
:is  a  j>resent  from  a  friend." 

"Ah!  if  I  had  my  health."  return -d  Por!)us.  "and  if  you 
would  but  let  me  see  your  />V//r  Xoisnm'.  1  w,uild  [)aint  some 
LTeat  picture,  with  bri'adtli  in  it  and  depth:  the  figures  should 
be  life-size." 

^'Let  you  see  my  work !"    cried  the  painter  in  agitation. 

■•\o,  no!  it  is  not  perfect  yet :  som..thing  still  remains  for  mc 

!'•  do.     Yesterday,  in  the  dusk."  he  said.  "I  thoudit   F   liad 

ivached  the  end.     Her  ey<.s  seemed  moist,  the  fl.>sh  (|uivered 

-'mething  .stirred  the  tresses  of  her  hair.    She  breathed  !     But' 

I'lough  I  have  succeeded  in  ref)roducing  .Vature's  roundness 

'td  relief  lui  the  ilat  surface  of  the  eanvas,  this  mornimr.  i)v 

:  ivlight.  I  found  out  mv  mistake.     .\h  !  to  achieve  that  'dori- 

ns  result   I  have  studied  the  works  of  the  -reat   mnste'rs  of 

•"lor.  strippinir  -iff  coat  after  coat  .,f  color  from  Titian"-  can- 

■>..s,  analyzing  the  pigments  of  the  king  ..f  light.     Like  that 


'■T' 


^^ 
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sovt'ri'i^Mi  |i;iintiT.  I  lM';^aii  the  I'.nv  in  a  -liiilit  tunc  with  a 
t^uiiplc  and  I'at  pasli — for  .-liailnw  is  hnt  an  arcidcnt  ;  ln-ar  that 
iu  niiiid.  _v()uni:slcr ! — Tln'ii  I  lir^'an  al'rc-h.  and  In  hali'-tdiics 
and  thin  j;!azfs  of  color  !cs-  and  Ir-s  tran-parcnt,  I  j:radnal!y 
di^'pfncd  the  tints  to  tln'  dci-pi-t  lilaik  of  the  stroiiLTcsl  shad- 
)\v>.  An  ordinary  painter  makes  hi^  -liadows  sometliiiiir  en- 
lirely  ditfei'tTi;  in  nature  from  the  hi^di  lights ;  tliey  are  wofid 
or  brass,  or  wliat  you  will,  anyiliin::  luit  llesh  in  slnuhiw. 
You  ft  el  that  evon  if  those  fiL'ure-  \vr"e  to  alter  thoir  po.-itioii. 
tliosi'  sliadow  .-tain.-  would  never  he  cleaii-ed  away,  those  parts 
of  the  piciuiT  \V(udd  no\"iT  l'Iow  '.\ith  liu'ht. 

"1  iia\e  escaped  (Uie  mistake,  into  wliirh  the  most  famous 
l)aiulers  have  Minietimcs  fallen:  in  my  canvas  the  wliit(>ness 
shines  thrmiirli  the  di'use.-t  an<i  mo-t  persi.-tent  slnuhuv.  1 
have  not  marked  out  the  limits  of  my  fi^LTure  in  hard,  dry  out- 
lines, and  hrttu,i:ht  every  least  anatomical  dciail  into  jironii- 
ncnce  (like  a  host  of  dunces,  wlio  fanev  tiiat  they  can  draw 
because  they  can  trace  a  line  elaliorately  .-luooth  and  clean), 
for  the  luiman  body  i-  not  contained  within  the  limits  of  line. 
In  this  the  sculptor  i-an  apjiroacli  the  truth  more  nearly  than 
wo  painters.  N'ature"-  way  is  a  complicateil  succession  of 
curve  within  curve.  Strictly  ^pcakinu^  there  is  no  such  thin? 
as  drawin,<r. — Do  n<it  huijih.  \oi;nLr  man:  stranjxc  as  tliat 
speech  may  seem  to  ymi.  you  will  understand  the  truth 
in  it  some  day. — A  line  is  a  method,  of  e.xpressinc  the 
effect  of  !i;:ht  upon  an  object  :  liut  there  are  no  lines  in 
nature,  everytliin;:  is  solid.  We  draw  iiy  modelinLT.  that  is 
to  say,  that  we  disen,L'a;:e  an  object  from  it-;  setting';  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  li.u'ht  alone  irives  to  a  body  the  appearance 
by  which  w^-  know  it.  Sn  1  Icivc  not  defined  the  outlines;  T 
have  ^u^'u-ed  them  with  a  haze  of  half-tints  warm  or  <rolden. 
in  such  a  -ori  that  you  cannot  lay  your  finirer  on  the  exact 
spot  where  haeki:nuind  aiu!  contours  meet.  Seen  from  near, 
the  picture  looks  a  blur:  it  seem-  to  lack  definition;  hut 
stc}>  hack  two  paces,  and  the  whole  ihiiiLT  bcccuiies  clear,  dis- 
tinct, and  solid;  the  hodv  stand-  out,  the  round^'d  form  c(uues 
into  relief;  you  feel  that  the  air  i)lays  round  it.     And  yet — I 
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am  not  saiisficd  ;  J  | 
!"  (Innv  a  siivrl 


1:1V,'     lllN'r|\  l^.j^ 


•  'rhajis  ono  oni,'lit  not 
';-'•.■  linr;j,..ri,ai,s,t  uonhl  In'  In-n.v  U>  alUu'k  ihc 
;'•'•:■"'.''•■  -'"tr-,  tak,n,  ,1„.  |,i,h,.,    pn.nnn..n.v.s  first 

"■■'^'-'  "•   all      Is  not   tins  th.  m.tho,|  of  th.  m,„.  the 

-';.'■''':;■•' ""-!"^'--     Hn,,an,.PalI,toon,u,.I,kno.l.i:; 
-   ^^..'.raiiec.,  br.ng,  vuu  to  a  negation.     1  hav.  doi,hts  ab.mt 

'1'l.^^.v  was  a  pause.     Th.n  th.  o!,l   n,an  spok.  a^ain.     "I 

■'''■"  •  ■"  <;■"  -non  vrars  n.  a  .ivu^.^U-  with  Xatun.?     |)u  ^vo 

^t^ini^vr^"'-^'"''''"^^'-''''^'''^'^^''-"^ 

'Hu.  ol.l  n.an  f,.Il  i„to  ,l...p  „n,sin,s,  an.l  .az.a  l.for.  hin, 
;^  itf.  v^Hle  nnsc...,n^  eye.,  wl:ile  he  phnvd  unheed.n.ly  w,th  hi. 

•■Lo(,k,  he  is  in  eonverse  with  his  ,hm.m.'-  nu.rrnu-ed  Por- 

At  the  word.  Xieolas  Pon>.in  felt  himself  carried  aw-xv  hv 

-  unaeeountahle  accession  of  artisfsennositv"U^,"the 
■i  nuin.  at  once  n,tent  and  HH.rt,  tiK.  seer  uith  the  ,,ns«W 

;.■>  became  son.cthin^  more  than  a  man-a  fantastic  spirit 
■'■jrn,  a  n,v>tenous  world,  ami  counth..<  va.a.e  thoa  dits 

-'ke   w„h,„   h,s  .oul.      TlH.eiree,    of,hi,speM.;of^,      -m 

-'  "I;--  ins  nund  can  no  n.ore  be  de^erihed  in  word  n 

''  "lan  an..eted  to  display  for  th,.  noble.-t  effort 


■  art.  of 
r- 


;«';!  th,  h,s  manners,  of  tho  doferenre  paid  to  him  bv  I'o 
.-^        ..e  mysterious  pieture.  , be  work  of  pa, i,,„,,,  „„\,,,i,, 

I'.'^l   urou.hl   >o  hm,.  in  secret,  wa-  d.,„b,|,...  a   work  of 
.-n<.  for  the  head  of  ,he  Virgin  whiob  voun.  Pou^.n  h  J 


'Hind  so  frankly  wa<  beautiful  oven  be.ide>rabuse-.    l,/,, 

'HTe  was  no  mistaking:  the  imperial  manner  of  ,, no  of  th, 
•■■-sot  art.     Kveryrhint:  conduned  to  se.   .he  old  n>an  he 


""'  li'iiits  i<{  human  nature. 
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Out  of  tho  wealth  of  fancies  in  Xicolas  I'oiis.-iir,-  hrai 
an  idea  -:rcu-,  and  -rathcivd  >liapc  and  clearness.  He  .-aw  i 
this  -njiernalural  Kein^  a  coniiijete  tv|ie  nf  \\u-  arti.-tV  naliir 
u  nature  ineckin,::  and  kindly,  harieii  and  prnliiic.  an  erral 
PI)irit  intrii>ted  with  ^ival  and  manifold  |iower-;  wliieh  si 
too  often  abuses,  leadiiiL'  sohrr  iva.-on,  the  I'liili-tnn',  an 
potnetiines  even  the  amateur  forth  into  a  stony  wilderne: 
when-  they  see  nothint::  hut  the  white-winLred  maiden  lietsel 
wild  a<  her  fancies  may  Ite,  lind>  ej.ie>  tluM'e  and  eastic^  an 
works  of  art.  For  IVurv-in.  the  enthu>ia.~t,  the  old  man.  wi 
siidileiily  tra.ns(ii:ured,  and  heeame  .\rt  incarnate.  Art  wit 
its  i]iy>teries,  its  Vehement  iias.-ion  and  its  dreams. 

"V's,  my  dear  I'orims,"  l''renholer  eontinia'd,  "hitherto 
have  never  found  a  llawle-s  mode],  a  hody  with  outlines  . 
perfect  heauty,  the  earnalions— Ah  !  where  does  she  live?"  1: 
cried,  hreakini:  in  upon  himself,  -the  nndi>eoverahle  Vent 
of  the  older  time,  for  whom  we  have  souirht  so  often,  onlv  t 
find  the  scattered  -ieams  of  her  Iwauty  here  and  there?  Oh 
to  hehold  once  and  for  one  moment,  Xatiire  ;,'rown  perfect  an 
divine,  the  Ideal  at  last,  I  would  -ive  all  that  I  possess. 
Xay,  Beauty  divine,  I  woidd  -o  to  seek  thee  in  tlie  dim  Ian 
of  the  dead;  like  Orpjiens,  I  would  <ro  down  into  the  Hades  o 
Art  to  hrinj,'  hack  the  life  of  art  from  amoni,^  the  shadow,s  n 
death." 

"\A'e  can  irn  now."  ^aid  Porhus  to  Poussin.  ''He  noitho 
hear-  nor  sees  n-<  any  lon^^er." 

"Let  us  <rn  to  his  studio,"  said  youn^'  Poussin,  wonderin, 
^'reatly. 

"Oh  I  the  old  fo.\  takes  eare  that  no  one  .shall  enter  it.  Hi 
treasures  are  so  carefully  LMiarded  that  it  is  iinpossiide  for  u 
to  come  at  them.  I  h.ave  not  waited  for  your  sn,<:i;-estion  ant 
your  fancy  to  atteni])t  to  lay  hands  on  this  mystery  hv  force.' 

"So  there  is  a  inyst'iT ?" 

''Yes"  answered  Porhus.  "Old  Frenhofer  is  the  only  pupi 
]\rahnse  would  take.  Frenhofer  became  the  jiainter's  friend 
deliverer,  and  father;  he  sacrificed  the  ^jcreater  part  of  his  for 
tune  to  enable  .Mabuse  to  indulge  in  riotous  oxtravugauce,  am 
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Ciiarhs    \'. 


'!'•  i'i'"iiipaiiif.|   lii,   i,i:isi,. 
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""'  ^'"'^  '-^  overshoot uifT  ,1,^  ,„ark.  for  l,v  1; „.  ■;•:■?'' 


'•"•|<.  i'>r  l)y  outli,!,.  and  shadow' 


^-"u.work,andco!o;,;'  ,  ;'';s::;'^;:";.'"^;'-"--ai 


sk.'l..t 


on  IS  even  more  i 


I'lits  the  lil',.  into  it:  I 


But  then- 


is  sniiiethiii''-  e 


ncoiiiplete  than  a  sb-let 


'lit   lifr  without 


■^<'  truer  >til 


'n  withoiii 


"■  painters,  practice  and  oh.. 

'''■"  theories  and  poetical  ideas  he,-in  t 


■ind  it  is  th 


•orvation   are  evervth 


IS- 


iiifr;  an<l 


ushes,  tl 


le  end   is  doiiht.  a>  i 


la,- 


"  qii.irrel   with  fh( 


'■"<1.^  who   is   half  eraek-brained 


\  suhli 


nie 
and 


Piimter!    hut.  iinhiekily  for  him.  ! 


happened   with  our  i,'oo(l 
iast.   half  painter. 


■nth 


so  he  lias  leis 


:i  follow  his  example!     \\ 
nk.  except  hriisli  in  hand. 


orl 


It"  Has  horn  to 
not 
painters  have  no  business  to 


lire  to  follow  his  fancies.     Do 


•We  will  find  a  w 


MtlV. 


i,v  into  his  stud 


Xieoi 


He  had  ceased  to  heed  P 
oun;:  {lainter's  enth 
ley  parted. 


ir 


d  at  the  v 


cried  Pons^in  confi- 
ofMis-  remarks.     The  other 


-^■■e  turn  aiiam.  and  tl 


iisiasm,  asked  him  t 


0  eoinc' 


•IS    P 


passed  tl 


ouss.n  went  slowly  hack  to  the  Pue  de 


ic  modest  hostelry  wh,-re  he  was  lod 


a  ir 


ar 


LMnjf  without 


''Y^ 
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notifinir  il.     A   IVi  •ioL'- of  im^n-ini--  |.?iiin|i'i'ii  liim  to  hiirr 

up    the    rr;i/\    .-l.li  rr;l.-c    till    lie    rc\l''lHil    :i     funin    ,ll     till'    t"|>, 

(|iiaiiit.  airy  rccr--  tiiKlcr  llir  ^Ic('|i.  hiL'h-iiiii-hcd  ninf  coiiinin 
anion;.'-  Iiiiii>('>  ii)  nld  IViri>.  In  tlir  •<]](■  diiiL^y  windnw  of  th 
place  ,-at  a  Vdnri;:'  ■/iv\.  \\!im  ^pfanLT  ii|i  a'  nnn-  wlun  -In-  !icar( 
point'  iiiif  al  till'  d'liii':  i;  \\a~  flir  pr"i,i|'!  inL"-  'd'  ln\i';  she  liai 
ri'(i''j:u\/.f(\  tli(    painti-r'-  I'hh  h  on  tin-  lati-li. 

"What  i-  tlif  inatliT  w  ;i  !i  mhi  r"  >!ic  a~ki'd. 

'•'I'lir  nialtcr  i-     .     .      .      i-     .      ,      .      Oh  !  I  Imvc  f.'lt  thn 
I  am  a  paintc"!     I'niil  In-day   I  Iiavc  liad  d"ulii~,  Imt  !ii>\v 
liclicvr  in   in\-rlt'!     'I'licrc  i-  the  nialxiiiL!'  "!'  a  Lfi'i-ai    man   ii 
inc  I    NcviT  niiiid.  (lillillr.  \vc  >iia!l  ln'  I'n-li  and  liajipy  !   'Phcr 
is  ;:i>ld  at  tlic  t i|i<  <d'  thiwc  brn-lir- " 

lie  hnikc  (ilT  snddciil).  TIk'  jny  faded  fnun  hi-;  pnwcrfu 
and  earnest  face  as  lie  cumpared  liis  \a.-i  hii[>e-  with  lii<  sleii 
dcr  ri'soiirces.  The  wall-;  were  cnvcred  with  sketches  in  ehal! 
on  sheets  of  cDinincin  paper.  Tlnrc  were  hut  fniir  canvases  ii 
the  room.  Celurs  were  \cry  e-iwily.  ami  the  younj:  painter' 
palette  wa-  alni'i-t  hare.  Vet  in  the  nii'lst  of  his  pnvcrty  h 
possessed  am!  wa-  consciniis  "f  the  pnsM'><inn  of  iiiexhaiistihl 
treasures  (d'  the  heart,  (d'  a  devniiriiii:  ;_''enin-  equal  to  all  th 
tasks  that  lay  hi'fnre  him. 

He  had  heeii  lirom:!iI  tn  Paris  hy  a  nohlenian  ainonjr  hi 
friends,  or  pcrchaii'-e  hy  the  eim^eionsiK'ss  (d"  his  powers;  ani 
in  Paris  he  Innl  fninid  a  mi^tre--.  em'  of  tho-e  iiohle  and  j^cMi 
crous  souls  wliii  chn(i.~r  to  suH'er  hy  a  L'reat  man's  side,  \vh 
share  his  striiirules  and  strive  to  nnder.-taml  his  fancies,  at 
e(>ptin,i:  their  lot  of  pii\er;v  and  invc  a.-  hra\e|y  and  daunt 
lesslv  as  otlur  wnmen  wiki  -et  tlieiii-ejves  to  hear  the  hurdci 
of  riches  and  make  a  parade  nf  their  in-eiisihility.  The  smil 
that  stole  (iver  (iillette's  lip>  tilled  the  LTarret  with  <;o!de! 
lijrht.  and  rivaled  the  hri,Ldiiiie~s  ef  the  -uii  in  heaven.  Th 
sun,  moreover,  does  not  always  shine  in  lieaxcn.  whereas  CW 
li'tto  was  alwavs  in  the  ^Mrret.  ah-orlied  in  her  pas-^ion.  occii 
pifd  by  Pous.-rin's  ha|)piness  and  surniw.  toii-nlinu'-  the  geniu 
which  found  an  outlet  in  lnv,.  hrfore  art  en,i:rossed  it. 

■'Listen.  Gilk'tle.    Conie  here." 
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ciiimiioii 
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lii'f, 


fl 


M'voiislv.  ini<]   -pnit 


(■r~  wii.-  jirrfcct 


I""'"i,-'  n|io,i   tlic   [Mint. 


:r:lcf  ;inil    Immik 

\*l'll  ;il|   lli\iiri;nit    ( 


V.  iirii)  till 


I'lVcin,     s 


i\v  (it'  ;i  r 


iiriii-<  uf  iiijt- 


'priii^^  slif  wa.-  iidonicd 
inl  f'onii.  li^'htcd  in,  |,\   tl 

(    III    '    <    ■         I     ••     1  1         '      .  . "   M  ]|  I  II. 

'/'' ••""'•.,''•■ 'HI  il:  "I  >l,alln..v,.r,|„vtMteilhcT 


II''  soul  uiihiii. 


A  srcrct 


'<•  'Tied;   "I    ,|,||>t    kunw   it  ;• 


"U»iii  was  ab.-urbcd  in  hi^  d 


M'aiiis. 


""    fll    It     IlK.'! 

•iilletti',     .     , 
'<'fi  I  di>  voii  want 

Vis." 


piifij-  hclovi'd  licart  ! 
(iiiH'thin<c  id'  nil'?" 


■If 


yon  uish  iiic  to  sit 


-111'  coiitiinicd  uitl 


to  do  snch  a  tli 


once  inorv  for  \ on  n<  I  did  tlip  otl 
1  playful  pi'tnlaiic...  "I 


111,1.'  a-ain.  f 


icr 
"ill  ni'ViT  cori- 


"liilf.     Von  do  ii.it  think  of 


II  if- 


"I-  yi'iir  v\r>  say  nothing'  all 
111''  at  all.  and  yvt  yon  look 


■Wonld  yoii  rather  have  nic  draw  anoti 


IT, 


■U..|i 


laps— if  -h.'  were  very  ii^rly."  slir  said 


HT  woman ! 


sani   I'oiissin  <irn\ 


to  tonic,  if  to  niak 


'■Iv.  "atii 


il".  for  the  sak«>  of 


inv 


•V 


one  olso.' 

►n  may  try  me,"  slio  said 


<•  1110  a  irroat  painter,  yon  must  sit  tf 


iid  not. 


'yon  know  .|iiit(.  well  that  I 


"ii.ssin's  head  sank  on  her  hroast ; 
■'■'■li  hy  some  intoleralil 


■last 


he 


e  joy  or  sorrow. 


seemed  to  ho 


over- 


en. 


<he   cried,   jilnrkinL:  at    th 


e    sleeve    of    V 


oiissin  s 


lie    f 


■  u'onld 
Voiir  I 


m-donhlct.    "Itoldynn.  Nick,  that  f  wonld  lav  d 
"rvon:hnt  ]  m.ver  promised  yon  that  I  in  mv  life 


own 


av  down  mv  li 


ive 


oV(> 


f  1 


ened  tile  yonii''  artist. 


Iiowed  mv-elf  thus  fi 


■■"kI  I  >Iioii!d  feel  mvself  imwortl' 


a  not  hi  T.  von  would  lov 


e  mo  no 


'i""  l.'incies  wa.s  a  natural 


i\'  of  \-.iM.     oi 


■''  aL'am.-t   mv  own  will. 


'I  ''I'ld  .-imple  thifiLr.  was  i( 


eit!enc(> 


not 


ir  wi 


am 


P.iit 


Tgive  me,  mv  Uillett 


'I"  amtihcr.  onf  ufion  it 


ad  and  rvm  prom]  to  (]c 


e.     said  the  juiinter,  fall 


ing  upon 


/I 


I 


230 


THE  r.\KNO\\\    MASIDUIMKCE 


Iii-  kiico;  "I  Wdiilil  ralliiT  he  IhIomiI  tliaii  t'.iiiinu,.     V,,|| 
fairer  timii  .«iitti'S.-  aiul  liotiDrs.    Thfrc:  Wiwj,  tiif  [H'riciL-  aw 
and   l)iirn  tiics<'  -kctcliol      1   liavc   mailf  a    iiii-takc.       I   \ 
iiicaiii  Id  lose  ami  iint  In  paint.    l'iTi>li  art  and  all  its  secret: 

•  I'lllfite  l(i(ikcd  adiMiriii>:ly  at  him,  in  an  ec-ta-v  of  hap 
iie>sl     She   was   iriuinphant  ;  slic   I'lit    instim-tivrly   thai 
was  laid  aside  fur  her  ^iike,  and  lliinj,'  like  a  f,'rain  i)f  iiieei 
at  her  feet. 

"Yet  he  is  only  an  old  man,"  I'on-^sin  eontiinied;  "for  h 
you  would  l)e  a  woman,  and  nothini:  more.     You — so  perfeei 

"1  must  love  you  indee(i  I"  -hi'  criccl,  nadv  to  saerifieo  e\ 
love's  xTUples  to  the  lo\er  who  had  ^'ivcn  up  so  much  for  I 
Hake;  "hut  I  should  lirinjf  ahout  my  own  ruin.  Ah  I  to  n 
myself,  to  lose  everything  for  you  I  .  .  .  It  is  a  verv  j^'h 
OIKS  tiiou;:ht  I  Ah!  hut  you  will  for;:et  me.  Oh!  what  e 
thou<,'ht  is  this  that  has  come  to  your" 

"I  lo>e  you,  and  yet  1  thou^'ht  of  it,"  he  sai<l.  with  son 
thin-,'  like  n'lnorse.     "Am  1  so  base  a  wretch?" 

"Let  us  con-ult  i'ere  Hardouin,"  she  said. 

"N'o,  no!  let  it  he  a  secret  Ijetween  us." 

''Very  well;  I  will  do  it.  Uut  you  must  not  ho  there,"  f 
said.  "Stay  at  the  door  with  your  dagger  in  your  hand;  a 
if  I  call,  rush  in  and  kill  the  painter." 

I'oussin  f(»rgot  everything  but  art.  lie  held  (iillette  tigh 
in  his  arms. 

"He  loves  me  no  longer!"  thought  Gillette  when  she  v 
alone.    She  repented  of  her  resolution  already. 

Hut  to  these  misgiving-  there  soon  suc<'ee(K'd  a  shar] 
pain,  and  .-lie  strove  to  banish  a  hideous  thought  that  an 
in  her  (uvn  heart.  It  seemed  to  her  that  her  own  love  li 
grown  less  already,  with  a  vague  suspicion  that  the  paim 
had  fallen  somewhat  in  her  eyes. 


IN. 


li:i 
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II.  CATKKHIXK  M;.S('.\ri,T 

Throo  inontlH  nfwr  Vnu..ni  an.l  I'„rl.ns  ,n..t.  tli..  lattor 
""^'  ^"  ''■'■  -^'"■^••■•-  l"n'"!i"tVr.  Tlu.  <.1.|  ,„an  l,a,l  fall..,,  a 
•  .tiiii  l„  „„..  ..!•  tl....<r  i.rof„i„„l  aiul  spuntarirn,,.  (it.  of  .li.. 

nra^i-incnt  tl.at  an-  nnisfd,  iur.,nl,n-  to  ,n,..ii,.al  |n.ri,i;„„ 

.   m-li^Tstu.n.  Ilatdcn...,  fVvrr,  „r  ..Mlai-cMu.nt  of  »!.<■  spi..,.,,  ■ 

■■■  it  you  tako  til..  ..pinion  .,f  il„.  Spiritualists.  I,v  th..  iMin,.r- 

-n..ns  u(  our  ,n..ral   natuiv.       Tl...  ,::<„.,|   .nan' ha.i  simplv 

■  nvork...!   lni,i.Hf  in   puttm-  tlio  fini^luni:  to.uh...  t..  hi'. 

-"■nous  puturr.     11.-  was  loun^'in^r  ,„  ^'i,,,,,,  ,.„,,,.,)  ^^^ 

nr,  .■ov..n..l  with  Ma.'k  l..atli..r,  an.!  ,li,|  not  .-lian.-..  hi.  list- 
-  attitu.K..  hut  j:Ian,-,..l  at  I'orhus  likf  a  man  uh..  has  set- 
'1  u.iwn  into  l.)w  spirits. 

-Wdl.  mast.r  ••  .aid  I'orhus.  "was  th..  ultraniarin..  ha.]  that 
■^'  .sent  f.ir  t.;  Hru-..s?    Is  th..  n,.w  whit..  .liiHrult  to  tcrind-^ 
-  Mu.  oil  jioor.  or  are  the  hrushrs  rw-aleitrant  ■-" 
••Alas!"  crinl  tho  ohl  man,  "for  a  m..m..nt  I  thoiij^ht  that 
V  work  was  finished;  hut  1  am  sure  that  I  am  mistaken  in 
rtain  details,  and   1   cannot  rest   until   I   have  el.'ared   my 
"ibts.     I  am  thmkinfT  of  traveling-.     I  am  ^^oin^r  to  Turke^ 
'.reeco,  to  .Vs.a.  in  cpiest  of  a  .no,].],  s..  >^  to  compare  mv 
Mire  with  the  different  living  forms  of  Nature      IVrh.ps  " 
.'1  a  smile  of  contentment  stole  over  his  fa.-.'.  "p..rhaps'l 
Nature  herself  up  th -re.     At  times  I  am  half  afraid  that 
reath  may  wak«.n  her.  and  that  slie  will  escape  n-  " 
il-'  ro.se  to  his  feet  as  if  to  set  out  at  once 
■Aha  :••  .said  Porhus.  "I  have  come  just  in' time  to  save  you 
■  troiihle  and  e.\[K.n.s(.  of  a  journ(.y." 
•^Uiat?"  ask.'d  Fn.nhof.T  in  aniaz..ment 
•■Yoancr  Poussin  is  l.,ved  hy  a  woman  of  incomparahle  and 
■^•Ic^s  heauly.     Rut.  dear  mast,.r.  if  he  eons..nt<  to  K-nd  her 
>ou.  at  th."  least  you  ought  to  let  us  see  v.,ur  work  "' 
I  !i"  old  man  stood  motionless  and  complet..lv  ,laz...] 
■•\\li:.t:"h..,Ti..d,)it..ou.|v;,t  hi.t.  "show  yon  Miv  crvation. 


ii.i\i 


jri.le?    Kend  the  veil  that  has  kept  mv  h 


;ip|)iness  .sacred? 


'f   ■ »» 
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It  would  Itc  ill!  iiit^miuiN  |n-<ifaii,ilii>ii.  I'or  nm  years  I  1 
livi'il  w.tli  her;  slic  I-  iiiiiic,  iiiiiH  ahinc:  .-lie  IuM's  mc 
sin-  iici  Miiilcd  at  iiir.  al  .aril  -ir.ikr  nf  ill,.  I,rii,-li  ii|.(iii 
(.•uiiva.-:-  Sh,  |i;i>  a  -niil  tlir  -Mill  that  I  |ia\(  <,'ivf!i  Iut. 
wuiilil  lilu-li  if  aii\  I'M-  hut  iiiiiii'  -hniilil  ii>|  III,  l|,.r.  'I",, 
hil)il  her!  WIi.tc  i-  llif  lui-baml,  llir  lu\cr  -u  \il,.  as  to  l)i 
till'  woman  Im'  Imnc-  in  ili-hniKir!-  W'lirn  \(iu  jiaini  a  |)i(;l 
for  tlic  ( (iiirt,  voii  <|m  ikiii  |iiit  vniir  w  \\"\r  >nul  iiiiu  it  ;  to  v 
tiiTs  von  sell  la\  li-iirr-  iii;|_v  cniurrij.  Mv  paiiitiri;,'  is 
|iaiiiiiii--.  it  i-  a  -I'lii  inHiit.  a  |ia--inn.  Sim  ua-  Imtii  in 
.studio,  tiiiTc  dir  iiiii~l  dwfll  111  maiden  snlitudM.  and  ( 
ulii'ii  clad  can  -lie  i-,mic  tlicncc.  |'(.cti-\  and  uonicn  only 
tlif  last  veil  aside  tur  their  |n\er-.  Have  we  Ifaphaers  nio 
Ario.sto^  Aimeliia.  I»anie",-  Heat  rice?  Nay.  oiiiv  their  |'i 
anil  semlilaiice.  I'.in  ihi-  pictiiiv.  locked  awav  almve  in 
stndio,  i-  an  <.\c.]it  inn  m  ,,||,-  upt  ||  j^  ,|,,t  a  canvas,  i 
a  wnman— a  woman  with  w  hnm  |  |;dk.  I  .-hare  her  thoii^r 
her  tears,  her  lan-liier.  Would  you  have  me  llin^r  ji^idi.  tl 
ten  years  of  ha|i|iiiie->  like  a  cloak  ?  Would  you  have  me  c( 
at  once  to  he  fatlicr.  lover,  and  ercitor!"  She  is  not  a  crouti 
hut  a  (-real  ion. 

"Hrin;:  voiir  voim;:  painter  here.  I  will  L'ive  him  niv  tn 
ures;  I  will  ;.ri\c  him  picture-  hy  ( 'orre^rLfio  and  Miclund  Aiil 
and  1'itian;  I  will  ki>s  Iin  footprints  in  the  dust  :  itut— m 

liim  m\  rival  !    Shai n  m.'.     .\li  !  ah  !  I  am  a  lover  first. ; 

then  a  painter,  'i',-.  with  my  late-i  si.izh  I  eoidil  fiml  streii 
to  hum  my  /,V//r  .\,jlsrusr :  hut—compd  her  to  endure 
pi/.c  of  a  straiiL'ei-.  a  yoiiiiLr  man  and  a  painter  I  -Ah  I  no.  i 
I  would  kill  him  on  the  morrow  who  should  <ulN-  iier  wit 
elame!  Nay.  y,m,  my  friend.  I  wiuild  kill  you  with  my  o 
liaiul>  in  a  moment  if  you  did  not  kneel  in  reverence  Jud 
lier!  Now,  will  you  haw  me  >uh(iiit  my  idu|  i,,  tju.  carel 
eyes  and  seii-eh-,-  crili(  i-ni-  of  foo|,<:-  .\h  '.  love  is  a  invste 
it  can  only  live  Iddden  in  the  depth.-  of  the  heart.  You  s 
even  to  your  friend,  •liehold  her  whom  I  love."  and  there  Ij: 
end  of  love." 

Th"  old  man  seemed  tu  have  grown  vouiii:  au';nn  :  tliere  \ 
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!■   •! 


/       Hr/lr  .\ 


rise  and  fall  a^  shr  hivatlnd:  tl 


t  voii  saw  Hit 


"■rnic  Li'scault,  tlir  hraiitiriil  coiirtrsan  wl 
^'oiSrnsr.     And  yi't— if  I  ,.,„nd  hut  1 
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1111' 


nun  nifn  called 


n 


II 'II  iS't 


ti>  Asia, 
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III  in    Fri'iihofiT's   { 


n'tnriicd  I'ori 


HIS.  Ill  •icintr  a  rcrta 
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V.     Ami   with  that    I 


II'  doiir. 


in  in- 
i>rlius  iiiadt! 


that_  tinu'   (iilh^f,  ,u,]    Xi,.oIas   Ponssin   had   ri'acli.'d 
ic  -nrl  dnw  away  her  arm    from   Iut 


.'i'MiT  S    (l,Mi-,' 


~  a> 


10  stood  on  thi'  thn'>h,.!d.  ami  >hrank  hack 


'•«'<ciilinH.nt  llashcd  tlinm-h  her  mind 


as  if 


'  'h  !  what  have  I  com,,  to 
•w  vibrating  tores,  with  h 


iio  ni'rc 


)f  1 


IT  cyo  fixed  on  his 


I'll  ot  tier  iovcr 


•i 


il 
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'•(iillcnc.  I  liiiv.'  Ifft  you  In  (l.Tiilr:  I  iiiii  ivnily  to  oln'V  \' 
in  cvcm tliiiii:.  Vou  arc  my  coiL-ciriici'  and  my  jilory.  ' 
home  a^^■^in:  I  shall  be  hapiiiiT,  iicrliap-.  if  you  do  not 

"Am  I  mv  own  when  you  .-peak  to  mi'  like  that?  Vo,  n 
I  am  like  a  child. — ('(imo.""  she  addrd.  s.'cminirly  with  a  vi 
lint  s'lTort  :  '"if  our  love  dies,  if  I  plant  a  lonj:  rcjrivt  in  ii 
heart,  vour  fame  will  he  the  reward  of  my  oliediencf  to  yo 
\vi>hes,  will  it  not?  Let  us  iro  in.  I  shall  still  livp  on  a- 
memory  on  your  jialettc:  that  t-hall  he  life  for  me  afterward:' 

The  door  opened,  and  the  two  lovers  encountered  Porlii 
wlio  wa^  surprised  hy  the  1m  auly  of  (iilU'tte.  whose  eyes  \v> 
full  of  tears.  lie  hurried  her.  tremhling  from  head  to  fo. 
into  the  presenee  of  the  old  painter. 

"Here!"'  he  eried,  "is  slie  not  worth  all  the  la.sterpiei 
in  the  world  ?"' 

I'renhofer  trembled.  There  stood  Cfillette  in  the  artless  a 
childlike  altitude  of  ^ome  timid  and  innoeent  (Jeoririan.  e: 
ried  olf  hy  hri;:ands,  and  confronted  with  a  si  >'  merchai 
A  shamefaced  red  flushed  lier  face,  her  eyes  dropped,  1 
hands  iuiuj:  hy  her  side,  lier  streni^th  seemed  to  have  fail 
her,  her  tears  proH'sted  a,<,'aiii-t  this  outra^'e.  Poussin  curs 
himself  in  despair  that  he  should  have  hrouudit  this  fair  tre; 
lire  from  its  hidin.u'-idace.  The  lover  overcame  the  artist,  a 
countle>s  douhts  assailed  Pous^in's  heart  when  he  saw  yoi: 
dawn  in  the  old  man's  eyes.  as.  like  a  painter,  he  discern 
every  line  of  the  form  hidilen  beneath  tlie  young  girl's  vestu 
Tlu'ii  the  loverV  sava,i:e  jealousy  awoke. 

"<!illettel""  he  cried,  "let  tis  go." 

The  girl  turned  joyouslv  at  the  cr>-  and  the  tone  in  v>h 
it  was  uttered,  raised  her  eyes  to  his,  looked  at  him,  and  t 
to  his  arms. 

".\h!  then  yon  love  me."  she  cried;  "you  love  me!"  a 
she  burst  into  tears. 

She  had  spirit  enough  to  snfTer  in  silence,  but  she  had 
strength  lo  hide  her  joy. 

"Oh'  leave  her  witli  rue  f<ir  one  moment,*'  said  the  ' 
jiainier.  "and  \oii  >hall  compare  her  with  my  Cather 
.     .     .     Yes — 1  consent.'' 
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"  not  iMve  h 


l)eaiit_v  of  tile  li\in;:  mrl 


""autv  o 


f  h 


IS 


kin<r 


I'll  tune  to  chan^'e  his  mind 


cried  I'ori 


oMssmon  the-houldcr.     "The  liower  of  luv  s, 
;>.  Init  the  flow.-r  of  art  us  ininiortal.- 
''"■!i  am  I  only  a  woman   imw  for  1 


lUS, 

oon 


was  wati-Ii 


iim 


Mio  raised  her  head 


in,<:  I'oussm  and  I'orl 


>us  cht.sclv. 


said  (Jilletto. 


■r  evc: 


11 


iroudiv 


.s  llaslied;  then  as 


lie  ;r];„i,,.,|  at  Fivnhofer.  and 


sfie 


aw  h 


ow  her  I(jver  liad    f 


-.iin  to  irazin-  at  the  portrait  which  he  Iiad  tak 


I  Oior^nono- 
•Ah!' 


illen 
I'll  at  first 


ho  eried;  '-let  us  ^o  up  to  the  stud 


1110  such  a  look- 
he  sound  of  her  v 


10. 


H 


e  never 


nice  recalled   P 


from 


../,,,  „,         .,  - ■   <  f>ii>sin  irom  Mis  dreams 

.'1-1  man      ho  said,  "do  you  see  this  blade:-     I  will  plum,: 
nto  your  heart  at  the  first  cry  from  this  voun,^  ,nrl  •      wH 

Xicoh^  Pm^sJn  scowl.H],  every  word  was  a  monaco.  Oil- 
;■  took  eotj.fort  fron,  tlu-  youn-^  painter's  bearing,  and  vet 
.■  ron.  that  ^.esture.  and  almost  forgave  him'for  saeri- 
■■'ii  her  to  his  art  and  his  jrjorious  future 
i'nrbus  and  Poussin  stood  at  the  do<,r  of  the  studio  and 
-1  at  each  other  in  silence.  At  fir..t  the  painter  of  th 
nt    :^kry   of   E>,ypt    hazarded   some  exclamations:     '-^h' 

;  ha.  taken  off  her  clothes;  he  told  her  to  come  into'the' 

-he  ,s  eompann,:  the  twr,  I"  but  the  si-dit  of  the  d.vu 

■  P"-  .n  Poussin's  face  suddenly  silernvd  hin, :  and  though 

pn.nt(js   no   longer   feel   these  scruples,   so  pettv   in   the 

.-"'•e  oi  art.  he  admired  them  because  fhev  were  .,  natural 

•i>it  of  his  da.^p.r.  and  ]„s  ear  was  almost  .^lued  to  the 

'■_   Ihe  two  men  standiuij  in  the  shadow  miirht  have  been 

...raf^^waiting  fur  the  hour  wlum   they   mi.ht  strtke 


I  ! 


if 
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"CoiiH    in,  (iinic  in.""  iricil  tin-  t/nl  niiiii.     lie  was  radi 

with  (Irliulll-      "Mv    work    i-    |iiTl'irl,       1    call    -llnW   iuT  now   w 

pride.  Never  .-hall  paiiiier,  lnai-iie-.  enlor-,  li-iii.  and  c 
vas  jiiiiduee  a  rival  fur  Cathcrim:  Lcsnialt,  the  boaiit] 
(•luirte.-aii  I"" 

I'urliii.-  and  I'dii-sin,  ijnrnin.ir  with  eapT  enriosity.  hun 
iniu  a  va^t  >tnditi.      Kvervthiiiu'  was  in  disurder  and  cove 
with  ilii>t.  hut   iliev   -aw  a  lew  pictures  iiere  and  tiiere  u 
the  wall.     'I'liev  >t(i|i|ied   lif.-l  nf  all   in  adiniralidii  hid'ort' 
lil'o-sized  (iii'iire  of  a  Wdniaii  partially  drapeil. 

'•()hl  never  mind  that.""  .-anl   i-'renlinler:  "lliat  is  a  roi 
danh  that    1   made,  a  >tiidy.  a  puse.  it  is  nuthin.ir.     Tlifse 
mv  failure.-.""  he  went  '>u.  indicating'  tiie  eiieliautiii;,'  coiir,) 
tiniis  upon  the  walls  nf  the  studio. 

'Phi>  xorn  fm-  -ueh  wnrk<  of  art  struck  I'orbus  ; 
I'oiissin  dumi)  uilli  amaxeiiieiit.  'I'hey  looked  round  for 
pietiire  of  which  he  had  -pokeii,  and  cmild  nut  discover  il 

"Look  here  I""  -aid  the  old  man.  ill.-  hair  was  disordc: 
his  face  a.uliiw  with  a  more  than  human  c.xallatioii.  liis  ( 
;:littered.  he  hnathed  hard  like  a  yoiin,i:  lover  frenzied 
love. 

".Vital""  lie  cried,  "ymi  ilid  imt  expect  to  see  such  per 
tion  I  You  are  lookini:  for  a  picture,  and  you  sec  a  woi 
lHd'<ire  von.  There  is  .-ucli  de|Uh  in  that  canvas,  the  atu 
])here  is  so  true  that  voii  cannot  di-tinL''ui>h  it  from  the 
that  surrounds  tis.  Where  is  art?  .\rt  lia<  vanished,  it  is 
viMhle!  It  is  the  form  of  a  liviiiir  L'irl  that  you  sec  he 
vou.  Have  I  not  cauLrht  the  very  liue-  of  life,  the  spirit  cd' 
living:-  line  that  (h'Tiiie-  the  liL'ure':'  [s  there  not  the  et 
produced  there  like  that  which  all  natural  ohjects  i)resen 
the  atmo-pliere  aliout  ihem.  or  ti-lie-  in  the  water?  Do 
sec  !iow  the  fi^iurc  -taiiil-  out  auainst  the  liack<:r(nind  ?  I 
it  not  seem  to  vou  that  \ou  could  pas-  vour  hand  aloiii: 
hack!'  Hut  then  for  seven  years  I  studied  and  watched 
tile  davliLdit  lilcnds  with  the  ohject-  on  which  it  falls.  . 
the  hair,  the  TiLdit  jioin-  over  il  like  a  llood.  do( .-  it  i 
.     .     .      Ah  I  .-he  hreatiied,  1  am  .-uiv  thai  she  breathed! 


IS  a  roii;:h 
These  aif 

<'  C01Ili)ij.-i- 
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le  picture;  then  they  e 
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he  old  hnisquenct  is  laugh 
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suj)po-ed   pitiure.      "I 


fanta.stical 


mas 


-es  o 
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can  soe 


•\Vi 


lies  that  g..  to  make  a  dead 
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are  mistaken,  look! 


In  a  corner  of  the  canv 


i;i> 


-■•uished  a  bare  f 


"  sai(i  Porbu.s 
'IS  as  fhev  c 


«"all  of  j)aint. 


^ot  emerginir  from  tl 


and  vague  shadows  that  nia.l 


livintr 
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e  chaos  of  color,  half- 
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■  .ructo     seetned  to  then,  like  ,he  I'arian  marble  tor.,  of 
•■m.rV''r'''^^"'''^'"'"''*'^'''"^'-'"-ltown. 

;;^.t^haxloverlatd  and  concealed   hts  work  in, he  ,n^ 
'■"th    arti.sts    turned    invnh.ntarilv    to    Frenhofer       Thev 

-■-0  have  some  under.,andn,g,  vague  th,"Ti' wJ  of 

■  eestasv  in  whirl,  he  lived  ^  '  "^ 

;!l"l'-'ieves  it  in  all  good  faith,-'  said   Purbus 
^-^  my  triend;- said  the  old  man,  ruu.ing  himself  from 
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his  dreams,  "it  lucds  faith,  faith  in  art,  ami  yon  niiisr  1 
for  long  with  \uur  wmk  in  prniiucc  siu-li  a  (  rcatioii.  \V1 
toil  sonic  of  those  shadows  liavc  v,  nic.  Look  I  thore  ii 
faint  lihadow  there  iijion  the  clieek  L  'iieath  llie  eyes — if  y 
saw  that  on  a  liinn.iii  fare,  it  would  see,  to  you  that  you  coi 
never  render  it  with  paint.  Do  you  iiiink  tliat  tluit  off< 
has  not  cost  uniieard-of  toil? 

"But  not  only  so,  dear  I'orbus.  Look  closely  at  iny  wo 
and  you  will  understand  more  clearly  what  I  was  saying  as 
methods  of  modeling  and  outline.  Look  at  the  high  ligl 
on  the  bosom,  and  see  how  by  touch  on  touch,  thickly  laid  i 
1  have  raised  the  surface  so  that  it  catches  the  light  its 
and  blends  it  willi  the  lustnui-;  whiteness  of  the  high  ligli 
and  how  by  an  oi)posite  process,  by  ilattening  the  surf; 
of  the  paint,  and  leaving  no  trace  of  the  passage  of  the  bru 
I  have  succeeded  in  softening  the  contours  of  my  figure  a 
enveloj)ing  them  in  half-tints  until  the  very  idea  of  drawii 
of  the  means  by  which  the  effect  is  produied,  fades  aw; 
and  the  picture  has  the  roundness  and  relief  of  nature.  Coi 
closer.  You  will  see  the  manner  of  working  l)etter;  at  a  lit 
distance  it  cannot  be  seen.  There!  Just  there,  it  is,  I  thii 
very  plainly  to  be  seen."  and  with  the  tip  of  his  brush 
pointeil  out  a  patch  of  transparent  color  to  the  two  painte 

I'orbus.  laying  a  hand  on  the  old  artist's  shoulder,  turn 
to  Poussin  with  a  "Do  you  know  that  in  him  we  see  a  vt 
great  iiainter?" 

"He  is  even  more  of  a  poet  than  a  painter,"  Poussin  a 
swercd  gravely. 

"There."  Porhus  continued,  as  he  touched  the  canvas,  "1 
the  utmost  limit  of  our  art  on  earth." 

"Beyond  that  point  it  loses  itself  in  the  skies,"  said  Poi 
sin. 

"What  joys  lie  there  on  that  piece  of  canvas !"  exclaim 
Porbus. 

'i'he  old  man,  de«'p  in  his  own  musings,  smiled  at  i 
woiuan  he  alone  beheld,  and  did  not  hear. 

'i)Ut  sooner  or  later  he  will  liiid  out  that  there  id  uothi: 
there !"  cried  Poussin. 
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"Xothinp  on  my  canvas!"  sai.l  Fn.nhofcr.  looking  in  turn 
at  either  painter  and  at  his  picture  ^ 

^^^-^t   have   you    done-    nnutered    Porbus,    turning   to 

The  old  man  eh.tched  the  voun,^  ,,ainler-s  arm  and  ..id 
(  oyou  see  noth>n,<^  olodpate!  Hu.n.enot !  varlot '  sculHon  f 
Uhat  brought  yon  here  into  ,„y  studio  :^_Mv  ,Jd  Por  ,.' 
f'-H-nt  on.  a.  he  turne.l  to  the  painter,  -are  Vot  also  ,"ak  n. 
aioolofme>  Answer!  I  an.  your  friend.  Tell  mo  hate  V 
riiined  my  picture  after  air-"'  '       ^  ^ 

Porbus  hesitated  ami  said  n.nhin^,  but  there  was  such  in- 
.^NraMe^anxtety  in  the  old  .ans  wlute  face  that  he  ^L^ 

"Look !"  he  said. 

.Jerback"  '"'"'^  '"  '  "'"'"^"^  "'  '^'^  P'^^"^^'  -nd  stag- 

"Xothing!  nothing!    After  ten  years  of  work 

He  sat  down  and  wept.  '     *     ' 

"So  I  am  a  dotard,  a  madman,  I  have  neither  Mimf  r. 

;:-;     Iamon.yarich,uan,w,K,wo,.ks"r'^^:n'^,r 
'--  ami  makes  no  progress.     I  have  done  no,hi„.  after  all" 

lie  looked  through  his  tears  at  his  puture  SuddenI  .' 
r^..  and  stood  p.oudly  before  the  two^aimers.  '™'^  ''' 
l^v  the  body  and  blood  of  fhrist,"  he  cried,  with  flashing 
;.-.S  "you  are  jealous!  Y„„  .ould  have  me  hink  th^nv 
p."  uro  .a  failure  because  you  want  to  steal  he  fr  'me' 
Ah  .  I  sc.  her,  I  see  her,"  he  cried,  "she  is  marvelously  ZZii 

,    At  that  moment  Poussin  heard  the  sound  of  weeping-  Gil- 

-  was  crouching  forgotten  in  a  corner.     All  at  once    he 

,.ruer<.n«e  became  the  lover.    "What  ,s  it,  ll^J^^ 

.'''ill,"T'"'  t\'  •"^''"^-     "^  "^"^^^  ^"  ■•'  ^-"^  ^hing  if  I  love 
.•^till,  for      despise  you.     .     .     .     I  admire  fou,  and 
^   -Ifir  you  !     I  love  you,  and   I  f.el  that   I  hate  you  eve,, 

Vhile  Gillette's  words  sounded   in   Poussin's  ears,    Fren- 
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hofcr  (\ro\v  a  ^'rciii  ^w^v  covcririir  dvcr  his  Ctillwrine  wit 
the  siihri-  ilcliiicration  nf  a  jeweler  wild  Im-ks  his  drawers  wht 
he  ^us|le^■I^  hi-  visitors  to  l)e  expert  thieves.  Ho  <ravo  tl 
two  [laiiiters  a  |irol'ouii(lly  astute  ^'laiiee  that  expressed  l 
the  lull  his  su-pieioiis  and  his  eonieinjit  for  iheiii.  saw  thei 
out  of  his  studio  with  iin})etuous  haste  and  in  sih'nec,  unt 
from  the  threshold  of  hiri  hou?e  he  Ijado  them  "Good-bye,  in 
youii^f  friendi  I" 

That  farewell  struck  a  chill  of  droad  into  the  two  painter 
I'orhiis,  in  anxiety,  went  apiin  on  the  tnorrow  to  see  Frei 
hofer.  and  learned  that  he  had  died  m  the  night  alter  bun 
ini:  his  canvases. 


I'AKis,  Febnuxrn  l&U. 
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THE   MARANAS 

To  Madame  la  Comtessr  Merlin 

'^spite  of  ,h.  disnplin.  .nfnr..,]  |,v  Marshal  Snohot  in  the 
'  ^^-,    „.  cumniand.-l   i„   ,h,.    I'.n.n.nlar  War    a  1   h"     f 
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spoiled  in  tlic  inakiii;:,  whom  .-;(i(  icty  in  Ido  rt'ady  to  bra 
as  mauviiis  mijcts.  All  of  tluin  were  men  iiii.-iiiuii'rstoi 
for  till'  iiio^t  part— -ini'ii  who  may  Ijcrumc  hcrofs  if  a  woiiia 
Miiilt'  raises  them  out  of  the  hcatni  track  of  jrlory ;  or  t 
rililc  after  an  ur;:y,  when  .-oiiir  ii^'ly  >iii:^'('>tioii,  droppt'd  h' 
buoii  companion,  has  j^'aiiicd  pos^cssion  of  tlii'ir  minds. 

NapoltMjn  liad  enrolled  these  iiicii  of  energy  in  tho  Si> 
licfriiin'iit  of  the  line,  hoping'  to  metamorphose  them  ii 
generals,  with  due  allowanci'  for  the  najis  to  be  made  in  th 
ranks  by  bullets;  but  the  KmpiTor's  estimate  of  the  rava; 
of  death  proved  nuire  correct  than  the  rest  of  his  cah'U 
tions.  It  was  often  decimated,  but  it?  character  remained  t 
same;  and  the  Sixth  aeijuired  a  name  for  splendid  bravi 
in  tile  fiehl,  and  the  very  worst  re[)Utation  in  private  life. 

These  Italians  had  lost  tlieir  captain  durinjx  the  .siege 
Taragona.  lie  was  the  famous  Hiaiuhi  who  laid  a  wa; 
during  the  eanipaigii  that  hi'  would  eat  a  Spanish  sentim 
heart — and  won  his  ])et.  The  story  of  this  pleasantry 
the  camp  is  told  elsewhere  in  the  Si'inrs  de  la  \'ii'  /'anViV/u 
therein  will  ite  found  certain  details  which  corroborate  wl 
has  been  said  here  concerning  the  legion.  Bianchi.  the  prii 
of  tho.se  fiends  incarnate  who  had  earned  the  double  repu 
tion  of  the  regiment.  posse.>;.«cd  the  chivalrous  sense  of  hot 
which,  in  the  army,  covers  a  multitude  of  the  wildest 
cesses.  In  a  word,  had  he  lived  a  few  centuries  earlier, 
would  have  maili'  a  L-allant  buccaneer.  Only  a  few  days 
fore  he  fell,  he  had  distinguished  himself  iiy  such  con^picui 
courage  in  action,  that  the  Marshal  .~ought  to  recognize 
Bianchi  had  refu.-ed  ]iromotion,  pension,  or  a  fresh  deco 
tion,  and  asked  a.>  a  favor  to  be  allowed  to  mount  the  fi 
scaling-ladder  at  the  a--aiilt  of  Taragona  as  his  sole  rewa 
The  Marshal  granted  the  reiiuest.  and  forgot  liis  promi 
but  Bianchi  himi^elf  put  him  in  mind  of  it  and  of  Bianc 
for  the  ixTscrker  Captain  was  the  first  to  plant  the  flag 
France  upon  the  wall ;  and  there  he  fell,  killeil  by  a  monk 

This  historical  digression  is  necessary  to  explain  how 
came  to  pass  that  the  Sixth  Eeginieut  uf  the  line  wa^  the  li 
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S(i  Mntitffinrc  the  r.iptaiii  Ii:ii!  L'liiiil  prn^ipots.  ;iri(l  was  in 
IV)  hiirrv  tn  ri-k  tlirm  fdp  a  |i,ilii'\  -riaji  nl"  iid  rililinn.  If 
lif  was  no  liiTi).  lie  Ma-  at  any  ratr  a  [ihilii-ci[ilicr :  lic-idos, 
lircccili  iit>  (if  il  i>  all'iualilf  to  niak''  \i-i'  "(  parliainciitary 
t'.\Ipn■-^ll'n.«  in  this  roiincri  lun ),  |irt(  •■(knts  arr  fiinliKuninj:. 
I»i(l  imt  I'liilip  II.  >\vcar  duriii;.'  tln'  battle  nf  SaiMt-i.hii'niin 
that  111'  Wdiild  tuviT  ;:n  imdiT  (iff  aj.'ain.  imr  iifar  it,  save 
tlif  laiTiTDts  of  tile  lni|iii.-iiinn !'  l>i(|  nut  the  I  hike  of  Alva  ap- 
pnivc  till'  iiuiion  that  the  involuntary  cxclian-'*'  of  a  crown 
for  il  caiinun-ijall  was  the  worst  kind  of  trade  in  the  world? 
Montcfiorr.  thcr(  fore,  as  a  Man|uis.  was  of  IMiilip  II."s  way 
<d"  thinkiiii:;  iie  was  a  lMiilipj)i.-t  in  his  (juality  of  <.'ay  yoiinj? 
bachelor,  and  in  other  respects  (piiti'  as  astute  a  politician 
as  lMiili[)  II.  hini.-clf.  He  comforted  liiinself  for  his  nick- 
name, and  for  the  sli;,dit  esteem  in  which  lie  wa.s  held  hy  his 
re^rimont,  with  the  ihiuijiht  tliat  lii!<  comrades  were  sorry 
scam[)s;  and  even  if  they  should  survive  thi.s  war  of  ex- 
termination, their  opinion  of  liim  was  not  likely  to  ;:ain  much 
credence  hereafter.  Was  not  his  face  as  ;.'ood  as  a  certificate 
of  merit?  He  saw  himself  a  colonel  throuLrh  some  accident 
of  feminine  favor:  or.  hy  a  skilfully  etTected  transition,  the 
captain  on  the  clothinj,'  estahli-hmeiif  would  hecomo  an  or- 
derly, and  the  orderly  would  in  turn  hecome  the  aide-de- 
eani{)  of  some  L'ood-natured  marshal.  The  bravery  of  tht; 
uniform  and  the  i)ravery  of  the  man  were  all  as  one  to  the 
captain  on  the  clothin^j  e-tai)lishment.  So  some  broad  .sheet 
or  other  would  one  day  call  him  "the  brave  roloiiel  Monte- 
fiore."  and  so  forth.  Tin')!  he  would  have  a  hundred  thousand 
scudi  a  year,  he  would  marry  the  daujrhter  of  a  noble  house. 
an<l  no  one  would  da,  breathe  a  word  aj:ainst  his  couraire.  nor 
to  seek  to  verify  his  wouiuls.  Finally,  it  -should  be  stated  tli;ir 
Taptain  Moiitefiore  had  a  friend  in  the  person  of  the  (piarter- 
master,  a  I'rovenval,  born  in  the  Xice  district,  Diard  by 
name. 

A  friend,  be  it  in  the  eonvict's  prison  or  in  an  artist's  {larret, 
is  a  compensation  for  many  troubles;  ;ind  Monteflore  and 
Diard,  being  a  pair  of  philosophers,  found  compensations  fer 
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Mniitrflori'  .■iii'l    rVianl   wire  iiiiinn<:  thi'  l;i-t  to  ;i'lvatu'0 
tlic  a.«-aiili  lit'  the  |ila(i'.  Imt  tiny  wen'  tlw  llr-l  I"  l"'  fnrwa 
into  tl.i-  tHwii  ii-.lf  wliiii  it  was  taken      Sik  li  thiii^r-  h;\\)\M 

III    a    lin'hr,    Mini    lllr    IWn    frU'Ild-    WrV    >>\i\    Ii.JkI-.        Mlltlial 

sii|)|i<irtril.  thiTtt'nri',  tirv  plun^Tiil  lioldly  in(n  a  laliyrin 
of  iiarfHW  (lark  liitlr  -trcft.-i.  each  lieiit  ii[inti  hi-  own  i)riva 
ntTair>;  the  "iie  iii  -tan  li  ni  Madimna-  ^ii  eaiivas,  and  t 
(ithiT  lit  li\  in;j  (iri^'inals. 

In  soiiif  i|iiarliT  nf  'Parafrona,  l)iard  espied  a  piece  of  f 
clc.-iastical  archiiii  tiin-.  >aw  that  it  was  the  pnnh  of  a  ci> 
vein,  and  tiiat  ihe  dimr-.  Iiad  hceii  roned.  and  rushed  in 
restnuii  the  fniv  of  the  soldiery,  lie  wa-  not  a  inonii'iu  t 
soon.  Two  Parisians  were  alf  i  to  riddle  one  of  .Mhan 
Viri:ins  with  ^liot.  and  of  tin  -c  li^'iit  infantrymen  he  hotig 
the  pietnre.  iindi>inayeil  hy  the  inou-taches  with  which  t 
zealous  iconoela.-ts  had  adorned  it. 

Monteliore,  left  <iut-idc.  contemplated  the  front  of  a  clo 
merchant's  house  ojiposite  tlu'  convent,  lie  was  looking  it  i 
and  down,  when  a  corner  of  a  hlind  was  raised,  a  girl'.*  hc; 
peered  forth,  a  glance  like  a  lightning  tia-h  answered  his,  ai 
— a  f-lidt  was  fired  at  him  from  the  huilding.  Taragnna  carri 
liv  assault.  Taragona  nui-cd  to  fury,  firing  from  every  windo 
Taragona  outrageil.  di-heveled.  and  half  naked,  with  Fren 
soldiers  pouring  thrtMigh  her  hiazing  streets,  slaying  there  ai 
heing  slain,  was  surely  worth  a  glance  from  fearless  '^pani 
eyes.  What  was  it  hut  a  hull-fight  on  a  grander  scale?  Mont 
fiore  forgot  the  pillaging  soldiers,  and  for  a  moment  hea 
neither  the  shriek-,  nor  the  rattle  of  musketry,  nor  the  di 
thunder  of  the  cannon.  lie.  the  Italian  lihertine.  tired  of  It; 
ian  heanties.  weary  of  all  women,  dreaming  of  an  impos.-;il 
woman  hecau.se  the  po-^sililc  had  ceaM'd  to  have  any  attm 
tion  for  him,  had  never  hcheld  so  exiiuisitely  lovtdy  a  prof 
a.-;  that  of  this  Spanish  girl.  The  jaded  voluptuary,  who  h 
sipiandercd  his  fortune  on  follies  innuiiieral)le  and  on  t 
g-ratifii-ation  of  a  young  man's  endless  desires;  thr"  mc 
ahominalile  monstrosity  that  our  soeietv  can  prodneo,  con 
still  tremble.     The  bright  idea  of  setting  fire  to  the  hou 
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lirackcl-,  wli'uli   L;a\c  a  ijiiainl    liK.k   to  tlic  Ikmisc   from, 
ill"  ciiiniiiL'"  "I'  ill''  "iriiiT.  till'  nnTi-hant  and  lii>  wife  rc>i;.'i 
their  rniiin-  [<<  liiiii  aiid  wciil  up  to  llifSf  attics,  douljtk'ss 
avdid   friL-tMiii, 

Mnlili'tiiMT    ;;a\i-    llilll-i'lf   nllt    Ii>    Iti'    a    Spaiii-li    «ii])joct 
liirlii.  a  \i(tiiii   t'l   thr   tyranny   of    Na|iiplc(in,   wlinni    he  ^ 
rm-cnl  to  "'v\c  ai:ain-t  In-  will.     'I'lir-c  liaU'-liis  pruilucril 
intrniir.l  I  ll'fi-t.      Ill'  wa-;  a-kcil  ti>  j"iti  llic  family  at   iiic; 
a^  liciilli'il  lii>  liirlli  and  rank  and  tin'  naiiii-  In'  Imro.     He  1 
111-   privalr   I'l'a-iins   for  wi-hiiiLr  to  ("miliatr  the  mcri.hai 
faniilv.      Ill-  felt   tlir  pi'r-iiiri'  of  hi.-   Mad'Uiiia.  nuicli  as 
(t^rc  in  till'  fairy  iair  -molt  the  tonil'-r  ih-li  id'  little  Thui 
kin  and  In-  linitlioi- ;  Imt  tlioii,i;li  ho  sincoodi'd  in  winniiitT 

ho-t'-    colliidi'llro.    till'    latter   kept    the    -erret    of    the    Madol 

so  Will  that  the  raptain  not  only  saw  no  si^ni  of  the  ".drFs 
i>tenee  diiriiiu   the  lii'-t   day  -pent    heiieatli  the  honest  Sp. 
iard's  roof,  lait  heard  no  -oimd  that  loiild  hetr.iy  hor  presci 
in  an.y   part   of  the  dwellinL'.     The  old   house  was,  liowe\ 
aInio~i    entirely   hiiilt    of   wood:   every    imi^e  ahove   or  hel 
couid  111'  heard  throiiL^h  the  walls  and  eeilinj.'s.  and  Montoil 
Imped  during:  the  -ilem-  •  of  the  early  hours  nf  ni,irht  to  pi 
the  youiiLT   Lrirl's   wherealnuit-.      She   was  the  onlv   dauph 
o|'  hi-  ho>t   and   Imstes-.  h"  thomdit.  prohahly  they  liad  si 
iier   up    in    the   atties.    whither   they    themselves    had    rcti 
diiriiiL'  the  military  oempalion  of  the  town.     Xi>  indicatiii 
however,  het  rayed  the  lndin;:'-plaee  of  !  he  treasure.     Th<' 
fieer   ndiiht    j-iand    with    hi-    faee   uliu'd    to  tiie  small    leai 
dianiiind--hapi-d    jiaiie-  of  the  window,  lookinir  out    into 
(larkne--  of  tlie  yard  helnw  and  the  Lrrim  walls  tliat  rose 
around  it.  hut  no  liLihl  Lihamed  f-om  any  window  .-avo  fr 
tlu-e  n\'  till'  room  o\rrliead.  wlnre  he  eould  hear  the  old  ni 
(diant    and    his   wife    lalkinu.   eoii'.:hin'j'.   eomiiii:.   ;ind    ijoi 
There  w,i-  not  ,-o  liiiich  ;i-  .1  shadow  of  a  •;'••'  to  Ik'  seen. 

Monteliore  wa-  too  lunninL!  to  risk  tin  future  of  Ids  p 
?\i\u  hv  prowliiiL;'  ahout  th.'  hou-e  of  a  ULdit.  hv  knocki 
softly  at  all  the  door-,  or  hv  oiIlm-  liaxardou^  evpedients.  I 
host  was  a  Imt  patriot,  a  Sjianisli  father,  and  au  ovvuur 
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■  -N'sof  H„t!,:  h.mnd.  th,.,vf..,v.  i„  ca.-h  .hai-art.T  to  ho  .i,,. 
""''■^-      '»'-•';'■■■>    uunl.l    |„.   nttor   nnn.   -o   Mn„t,.ii„n.    ro- 

'■"'  '"'"'I''  in>  lin)M'."i'''.l!,v.  hupiti-ovorvilini^-  from  il,,. 

'l-'-MH'-  ol   hiiMiaii  iiatiiiv:  |',,r  if  n,-.,,...  uiil,  ||„.  |„..i  „|- 

— n>  tori,,, „^, ,„„,„„..  ,,,11  r,r^,,  ,lu,„..|vo>  ,„  tli.  !,.„.. 

■  I',  so  >1|||   iiinrc  will   iiuiir-1    men.  " 

Xoxt,  day  I,,.  di.,.„v,.n.d  a  kind  nf  l,,-nni,in,.k  .hm-  in  -ho 
-lH.n-ov,d..nilv  tlu.  -iiMint  sl.p,   tl,,.,-,,     Tl.o  app.vnt,,-, 
^    -'■'nod.  ^|H,„  ,h,,  „,.)„  „„  ,h,.  ,.,,„,„..,  i„  ,l„.,|„.p 

\l    suppor-tMiio.    on    tin.    Mvond    dav,    .M,M,i..|ioro    cu.M.d 

■  i-!-ntdlh,.  snv  In.  |.,.,v,„„,|„,;  ,.„„.,., .,^,^  .,n,....h,, 

'"■  "I'lii  \vas  a  tvpiial  >uarll,v  Spaniard,  will,  a  lu.|,d  s„,|, 

-    ^|>c'd   to  i„.  ,.an,.d  on   ,1.,.   i„,,d   of  a   rol,..,;.       A  h,i,1.  of 

-••"■'    i';'''-<''l   lin'kod   anion-  tho   urinklr.  al,oi„    hi,   ,,,r,.-< 

/''"'■.      ""■  lanipli.Ldit   and   fitful  .i.rl,.ani>   fro,,,   tho  l,ra/ior 

•■I  tno  statoly  room  with  .apru-ioii.  anMvorin-  rotlootinns 
.:.-lK,sto>>  wasju.i  'dlVnn^  a  c^raivtto  ,o  th^ir  soi„i-.om- 
:  "not.  wlum   Montrfioro  hoard  tho  rn>tlo  of  a  divss    and  a 
'      ;';^^-"-^^';v(.rt,urno,i  hohind  ih,.  i,,postrv  han-in-s. 

Ii'-To!     criod   tho   nu.,vl,ani-s  uifo.'  turning.'  pale    '-mav 
■     'fi*'  s.'iints  >,.nd  that  no  mi.-fon,,,,,.  has  brfallon  u-'" 

>oyo„    havo  .mio  ono    in    ,!„.,,,   havoyour"  asked    the 
i   Hian,  who  i„.travod  no  .i-n  of  ,,„otion 

If'"  merchant  let  fall  some  ,n.j„n.m-  ren.arks  as  ,o  .„•!< 
H'^  ^nfe.t„  alarm,  opetted  a  seetv,  door.  a,idl,ro,i.h,  intli,: 
I'     '.'n^  Madonna,  hall  dead  with  iVar.     Ti„.  delighted  lovr 

;;    -'^y  soomed  to  notiee  ,1,,.  ;:i,.|:  I,,,,.  1,.M  he  n,i:,ht  ..vordo 
.'ffeotatton  of  ,ml„r„,,,„,,,  he  .daneod  at  her.  and  turn- 

'"  hi.shost.  a^k,'<l  in  his  moihor  toniriie: 

"Is  she  your  daii,i,diter,  senory 

^    ''"■;^^J".r.a;:o„nia(forthat  wa^  the  metvhanfs  name)  had 
..      .xtens.v,.  h,i-,,,o.s  eonne,,ion.  i„   ,;„,„„.   ,.',,,„„,,,._  ^„„; 

'■■-'■■,.  I,,,  knew  Italia,,.  a,,dtvpli,.d  inthat  lan:.„a... 

^o.  It  she  had  l>,.en  „,v  ..wn  dau-hter.  I  d,o„ld  I,a\e  taken 
— ■prer.am.ons.hnttheeh,ldwa>pnt  into  o„r  ehap..  and 
;;;-nMd.esoom.r  than  allow  the  di.hte.,  ha,-,n  t,"  l.fall 
-  '      liut  what  sen.-e  ean  you  expe.t  of  a  -iri  of  .d^hte.-,,  'f- 


'  J 
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"She   i>   very   licaiitil'ul."'   Mi   iicfiDrc  sniil   cnrclossly. 
did  not  look  ;it  her  ;i,i:ain. 

"The  iiHillicr  i~  .-iitliciiTitly  famous  for  her  lM>auty.'"  : 
swrrcil  till'  incrchant.  Aiitl  they  cnntiniifd  to  siiioko  and 
watch  each  other. 

^I'lntt'llnrc  had  iinpo-ed  upon  himself  tlie  hard  task 
avoiding'  the  lca.~t  look  that  mi^rht  compromise  his  attiti 
of  imlilfereiier ;  Imt  a~  INrcx.  turned  hi.-  Iicail  a.-ide  to  s] 
the  Italian  stol.'  a  <.dance  at  the  jrirl.  and  a,i:ain  those  spa 
linj:  ly-fs  met  his.  In  that  one  j,dance.  with  the  e.\iK.'rien( 
vision  that  gives  to  a  vnhnitnary  or  a  seulptor  the  ]io\vor 
discerning  the  (ititli'ie,-  of  the  form  iii'iieath  llic  (1ra[K?r 
he  heheld  a  .lasterpieee  created  to  know  all  the  hapjiiness 
love.  He  ?aw  a  delicately  fair  face,  which  the  sun  of  Sp; 
had  sliirhtly  tiii^M<l  with  a  warm  brown,  that  added  tr 
seraiihically  calm  expression  a  flush  of  pride,  a  suffused  gl 
beneath  the  translucent  fairness,  due,  perhaps,  to  the  p' 
Mo(iri~li  blood  that  brou;.dit  ar.iinatioii  and  color  into  it.  1 
hair,  knotted  un  the  crown  of  her  lieail,  fell  in  thick  cii 
al)ou{  tran-paretit  ear-  like  a  child's,  surrounding  ihcin  w 
d;  rk  .-liadow,-  tli.it  made  a  framework  for  tiie  white  thr 
with  its  faint  Mui'  \eiii.-,  in  strong'  contrast  with  the  fiery  (• 
and  tbi^  r(>d  tinely-curved  mouth.  The  bn-^^/nina  of  her  conn 
displaycij  the  curving  outlines  of  a  figure  as  pliant  as  a  Itrat 
of  willow.  Thi<  wa-  no  ^radoniia  of  Italian  jiainters.  but 
Madonna  of  Spani-h  art,  the  \'irgin  "if  Murillo.  the  o; 
nrti-t  daring  enough  to  depict  the  rapture  of  the  Concepti 
a  delirious  llighi  of  the  fervid  imagination  of  the  boldest  a 
mo.-t  sensuous  of  painters.  Three  (pialities  were  blended 
this  young  girl:  any  one  of  them  would  have  sutTieed  to 
alt  a  woman  into  a  divinity — the  [uirity  of  tlie  pearl  in  ! 
depth>  of  the  .-ea.  the  -ubiime  exaltation  (d'  a  Saint  There 
and  a  voluptuous  charm  <d'  whicli  -he  was  lierstdf  uneonsoio 
Her  pre-(  lice  liad  tlu'  power  of  a  talisman.  Kverything  in  i 
aiicieiil  room  seemed  to  havi^  grown  young  to  Montofioi 
eves  since  she  entered  it.  Hut  if  the  ap]iarition  was  excpiisi 
the  .-tay   was  brief;  she   wa>  taken   back   to  her  mysterii 
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■'I'iJin.^-pIace,   an.l   rlu.h.T.  shor.lv  af,..nvan]s.  the  .-rvlt 
;;;<;1-  hght  and  k.r  .upper,  wUho.a  any  atten.pt  at  .;;,"";. 

>rc  m  Ita  lan.       I  u-,il  k,.q,  y..ur  M-.Trt.   Tiu-  .Knuv  •  <oni,.  of 
■•irnin;,'  the  hm-  iinkn.iun.     With  thi^  id....  i„  i.;.      •     .    i 
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Thruuii  iijMin  I'lc  world,  and  maiiitaincd  in  Ikt  ovtroinit 
soini'  ]in(ir  (i!li<(i'.  a  ^aiiililcr.  adorcil  fur  his  nmu^laclu', 
would  aitacli  lirc-i'lf  In  him  like  a  d'lir  to  Iii-  nia-ti-r. 
consi'lc  him  for  the  hard.-!iip-  of  a  -uMirrV  litV.  in  al 
which  -lie  shared.  -It  cpmLr  a>  li,Ldillv  imdiT  iln'  rnnt'  of  a  u'l 
as  liciicath  the  riclif-l  of  -ilk  lannpic-.  WlicthiT  ^hc  wa 
Spain  nr  Italy,  -he  pniii-tnaliv  adhiml  to  rcli;.'-ioiis  oh- 
aiic.  s.  Mdit  than  nni  .■  slic  had  liiddi'ii  lovr  '•ri'tiirn  to-i 
row,  to-day  1  am  ( iod's." 

1>  't  this  rlay  in  which  u'dd  atid  -pice-;  wcro  iinn^dcd, 
utter  recklessness,  the<e  storm-  of  pa-.-ion,  ilic  reliirious  f 
lyin;:-  in  the  heart  like  a  diaiiiniiil  in  tlic  mud.  the  life  Ik 
ami   ended    in    the    hn-piiai.    the   e(,ntiniial    .L;ame   of    ha 
]ilayed  with  tlic  ^oul  and  iiodv  a<  it-  stake:  ihis  Alehem 
Life,  in  shi  rt,  with  vi(v  fanmiiL;-  the  tlame  hiaieat       h,'  ei 
lile  ill  which  irrcat  career-  and   fair  iidieritanees  ai;>i  fori 
and  the  honor  of  ilhistrious  names   were  nielleil  awav,- 
these  Were  the  proihicts  of  a  jiecnliar  ^renins,  j'aithfullv  tr 
milled  fi'oiii  iiMiiher  to  dau.Lrhier  fi'om  the  times  of  the  Mi 
A^'-es.     'I'he  wem:iii   was  called  Lii  Mnrnnn.      In  her  far: 
whose  de-cein  >ince  the  thirteenth  eenturv  was  reckoned 
elusively  on  the  -pmdle  >id( — the  idea,  person,  aiithoritv. 
the  very  name  of  a  father,  had  hi 'in  ah-ohitejv  unknown, 
name  of  Mdrana  wa-  for  her  what  the  diirnity  of  Sfmirt  wi 
the  illustrious  race  ,,\'  kinir^  of  Scniland.  a  title  of  honor 
stituted  for  the  patronymic,  when  the  otliec  hecame  heredi 
ill  their  family. 

In  former  time-,  when  France.  Spain,  and  Italy  posse 
common  interests,  which  at  times  hound  them  elo-elv 
^'ether,  aiul  at  least  as  fref|uently  endiroiled  all  three  in  w 
the  word  Marana.  in  its  wide-t  aceejuation.  meant  a  conrti 
In  those  aues  tln'-e  women  had  a  definite  statu-  of  whicl 
memory  nowe\i>ts.  In  France.  Xinon  de  I.enclos  and  Ma 
I»e!nrme  alone  idaved  such  a  part  as  the  Imperias.  the  (' 
iin..  .  and  Marana-  who  in  the  preceding-  ee,ituri»>s  even 
the  pmver-  of  the  ca.— Mck.  the  rehe.  and  the  sword.  Tliei 
a  church  soniewaeie  m  IJuuie  Juiull  bv  an  lmi)eria  in  a  11 
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'!nn.^  like  •    mt    ,  "";":,"'-"'"'  '"  •■'"•'"-'•  ^"-i  -..  s..,,,.- 

"   iihc  d  patrnt  of  nob]  av   f,,^  y,,,,.    1,,.  ,,,.„|i:  i- 

■■.":'aX:",;;,,.f'r-;;;:,i:;:,7':-';;'; ■-, n. 

;;;;»^,..;™»..u,,.,,„:M:J'^::;^::t:;i::;-;\r:- 
?r "-^-*:r;!H;;;:;;:;;i:;:v;:';;r::r;r?™ 

- 'h,.co„vu.t.  that  i.,,  ';.,•/';''';'''''■''''''  '■"^"'^■-'^ 

■■      of    1      ,on.nK.,.o    lo.,  andsinfnlu-onu.„,!H.n..lJ,,^ 

:.;:^';:^ri:;s:;r;i::'z;r:,;:-;:;;-- 

-"1  with  all  th"  virtues  tliat  she  had  i„)t    an,]  t..I-in,r  ,11  u 
■'  "-  upon  h('r<i^]f    or  iU-  ^  takin^^  all  his 

"•  ii^'/'i"   "f  (,od  nor  man.  n„Iv  10  I,,'  ..xvinrd  hv  th,> 

.     7nn.s.,thrn,.sJ,,,t„.v.rahs,Wv..dhvhappin         a     nt 

-|H  uHe  „,o.t  l.rax.„  front  nnis,  o,HMlaU.I,,sh.;.C^^^^ 

.horn,  a  dau.ln.r  ,0  h.  .nvd.  a  dau.lHor  fo,-  .ho  n 

•-  Maran,yJos,n.d  a  srainN.s  lilV,  and.  :d,ov,.  all  ,h,n..      , 
^-Mncf.ofwo„,anli,,.s.wln,.h^h,.h....,,:rhadno,       ;i\     : 

■  iH^art,  a  pure  atK.o,ion,  ,1,,  ran..  M  of  all  hu.nan  ..,,,,.,,..,., '! 
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because   it    i<   tho   Irast.  .-clfl-Ii.      I.uvr   Ims   its  <nvii   tiiiL'e 

etroi.-in.   lint    tlii.fi.  1~   •..,  ti-.|,.,.  .,»■  '■>    ■■■  ;,   >:-"'li(.r":  .-itTccI  iiMl 

Ami  \j.t  MaranuV  inntlicrhn.Hl  mrant  iii.iri'  fop  hrr  i 
to  otluT  wiiiiicn.  It  was  iicrhajK  hn-  lin|ii^  of  salvatior 
Jilaiik  ti'  cliiiLr  1"  m  tli<'  -liipwrri].  ni'  \ut  cIi  rnitv.  Was 
lint  aL-c(uniili>lii!!L'  part  uf  Ii.t  saiiTil  ta.~k  un  fartli  dv  -fU'] 
oiii- iiKirc  ani:i-l  to  hfavfii !-  Was  iioi  ilu-;  a  lirttcr  tliiuLT  I  lia 
tardv  rc|)emanci':--  Was  jIutc  any  oiIht  wav  now  left  to 
vi  -cndiu;:  lip  jiraycrs  from  a  purr  lio.-iri   to  Coi]? 

WIk'II  licr  (laiiLihttT  was  triveii  to  hrr.  [in-  Maria-. dia 
Pcpita  (ihf  liitir  oi.o  -houlil  havr  had  the  whole  ,Ml,.n 
for  patron  saints  if  the  inolhcr  towld  hav  liad  her  will),  tl 
La  Maraiia  >ct  hoforc  licr-clf  -o  hiLrli  an  iilral  nf  iho  di-i 
•  if  Muithcrhood  thai  -ho  soiiirht  a  triico  from  licr  lil'o  of  • 
Slic  would  livo  \:riiioiNly  and  aiuic  Thnv  should  he 
more  niidni,<:ht  ivvfl-  unv  wanton  day<.  All  her  fartiincs. 
licr  liapi)i!U'ss  lay  in  the  ,hilirs  frairilo  cradlo,  Tho  -oimd 
tlu>  littlo  voice  made  an  oa,-i-  foi-  her  amid  ihe  hiirninu-  -ai 
of  her  life.  How  should  this  love  Ije  conipareil  with  ,■ 
other?  Wvw  not  all  human  atfeetions  blended  in  it  with  ev 
hope  of  heaven  ? 

La  >L-irana  deterniinod  that  no  stain  should  n  t  upon 
dau,i,diler"s  lite.  >ave  that  (d'  tlie  oriirinal  sin  of  her  bit 
wliich  .-he  ,-trove  to  clean-e  by  a  ba[iti>m  in  all  social  virtu 
so  she  asked  of  the  child"s  yoiiuLT  father  a  sidVicieiit  fortu 
and  the  name  he  bore.  'I'jie  child  was  no  lonui'r  Juana  > 
rami,  but  .Liana  d-i  Mancini. 

At  last.  aflL^r  >v\-('n  years  of  joy  and  kis<(i<.  of  rajiture  a 
bli.-s.  the  poor  Maraiia  must   part  with  her  darlinir.  !e-t 
also   should   b(>   branded    with    her   hereditary   -liame.       'I 
mother  had   force  of  -oul  >unicicnt   to  ;,rjv,.  up  hep  child 
her  child's  saki':  and  >oiiL;ht  out.  iMt  withtiut  dreadful  pan 
another  mother  for  lur.  a   family  wlm-e  manner^  .-he  mii 
learn,    where    Lrood    example-    Mould    be    -.,t    b(d'ore    her. 
inothers  abdication  is  an  act  ciiher  atrocious  or  sublime; 
this  ca-e.  uas  it   !i;'t  -ublime:- 

At  Tara^^ona,  thcid'oiv.       luckv  accident  lirou-dit  the  I 
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'•-■   '"'-r  way.  aiHlin.niann,.,- that  hn.,,.hfnn,.. 11th. 


,  '"■';  '•■■'  ^^•l^■a.,,•,  appcaiv,)  Ijk,,  ,,„  ,„„„|    , 

.ruvtvin,,,,,,].,,    h  n,.,vhant.  fo nun,,  and 

-MiH,.     a  M;\t,.7'r"'- "'''''■' ''"'  ''-"Pt  .ml 

\,.,,..a  «"ik,  an.l  (,od  the  Suprenu.  Court 

,  ^".-nli.,.,!  <  ,|„i,,,  ,„,,|  |„„„|,|„  ,  ■  "  "  ■  »;"   from 

t"  hoavcn      S  nr-.  f),.>t    i         e  '  ■mirci.s 

--.. '.).ri- ;;:,,:' ;:;,:::,:;;7;:,^;;,";''''';"p.-.'.a 

;  -'"^ma  l,,„l  f„]|„„  ,Ia„„,,„„„,,  ill"  ''•'"'■     !'"■  flr« 

I  knew  it  '"  J],.  <.,i,1  f,-,  i>  , 

,   .       •  •"<    ^I'l".  >hr  had  dn,„n,.ci  that  Juana 
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A  BPrf)Ilil    lillli     I,:i    M:ir;in.|   iMIllr,  — this   time   to   the   eh 
wllcrc    .lllilIlM    <|i'|     Mallrilli     I|i:h1c    Iht    lic-t     ( 'dill  IIIUTI  i'ln . 

I'xilnl  iiintlirr,  vrv  |ila:iilv  ilrc— nl.  studd  in  the  >haiio\\ 
hind  a  [lillar.  ami  saw  licr  |ia~t  ,-clf  in  Ikt  (lauL'htcr,  si 
divinely  fair  face  like  ayi  aii;^c  I"-,  juirc  a-  the  newjv  fi 
.-liow  on  the  hei.L'hts  id'  the  hills.  Kmu  in  I,a  Maraiia's 
f(rr  her  eliild  ther'e  \ia-  a  trace  of  ilie  ei)iirte-an  :  a  feelin 
jealousy  stroniitr  than  all  love  that  she  had  known  a\ 
in  her  heart,  and  -he  left  the  chiireh  ;  she  ennid  no  In 
control  a  wild  de-ire  to  -tah  Itofia  l.airoiinia,  who  stood  t 
with  that  liMik  of  ha|>|iine-s  upon  her  faee,  too  n^allv  a  nin 
to  her  child. 

'i'he  last  nieelini,'  })etween  the  tw()  had  taken  phice  at  ^^ 
whither  the  merchant  and  his  wife  jiad  irone.  Iva  Mar 
pweepiiii:  alonij"  the  Cor.-o  in  almost  qneenlv  state,  flai 
like  liudilninL;  upon  her  (hniLditer's  siirlit.  and  was  not  re 
niz;-!.  Her  an;.Miish  was  terrihle.  This  Marana  on  w 
kisses  Wire  showered  mnst  huiiLrer  for  on<'  kiss  in  vain, 
for  which  she  would  havi-  Liiven  all  the  others,  the  LHi-Jish 
care-s  a  daii'_diter  uive^  \\rr  mother,  her  honored  mother, 
mother  in  wlioni  all  wuinaidy  virtues  shine.  Juana  a.s 
as  she  livi'd  wa-  dead  for  her. 

"Wliat  i-  it.  iove?"  asked  the  f^iie  de  l^ina.  nnii  ;-.;  th,->  w 
athouLrht  revived  the  courtesan's  failiiiLr  heart,  a  thou^dit 
pive  her  dclicinu-  hapiMne- — ,(uana  wa-  safe  henceforw; 
She  miLdit  pcrliap-  he  one  of  the  iuunhlest  of  women,  hut 
a  slianieless  courtesan  to  whom  any  man  inij,dit  say,  "\Vh; 
it.  love!'" 

Indeed,  the  merchant  and  his  wife  luid  dono  their  i 
with  scru|)ul(uis  fidelity,  diiana".-  fortune  in  their  hands 
h(>en  doiihled.  Terez  de  Laifounia  had  heeome  the  rie 
merchant  in  the  province,  arid  in  liis  feelim,'  towards 
youiiir  uirl  there  wa-  a  trace  of  <uper-rition.  'ler  con 
had  saved  the  eld  hou-e  from  ruin  and  di-honor.  and  had 
tlie  presence  of  this  atiLTel  h.-ou^'ht  unlooked-for  prosper 
His  wife,  a  soul  of  irold.  a  ivliiied  and  '.ffnlle  nature, 
brouirlit  up  her  cliarj:e  *levoutly:  the  girl  was  as  pure  a* 
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<!'>v,ii  in  the  ]pn-iiiiH'i!  (lircction  I'f  tin*  >•'(  n-t  hiilinfj-] 
uIhtc  llir  n|(|  ((iiijilc  hail  cH.-lii'i riril  ilii'ir  darliii;.'.  the  j( 
tlii'ir  I'lil  iiji'. 

The  warrliitii-r  nil  the  nitrf^dl  (lo  iiiako  ii-c  of  a  l-'r 
wcii'il  that  uill  |MTha]H  make  tin'  i!i<|M)«itioii  of  the  I 
(Ic.ifrr  t'l  the  i-cailrri  M'|iar:it<'i!  the  lun  ymmir  p<'n|ilt', 
\va~  idle  tnr  the  captain  tn  tf\  tn  <nii\e\'  a  in('.»sa;,'e  hv  ii 
<il'  ta|i|Fiii;:  upuii  the  lleor.  a  -hiri  I'mi-  -peech  that  all  \t 
call  deviM'  iiiKlcr  >iicli  circiiiiistaiKc-.  <  haiicc.  however,  i 
t(i  his  a>.-i>latice.  nr  was  it  the  vniiiiir  <:irl  iier-cM'?  .Fii 
he  tiMik  his  .taiiil  at  the  wiihjnw  he  -aw  a  circle  of  liL'ht 
fell  iipnii  the  i^riiii  ci|ipn-ite  Wall  of  tile  varil.  ami  in  the  i 
"f  it  a  dark  -iihniiette.  the  tnrin  uf  .liiana.  I'lvervthini; 
she  did  was  shadowed  thi'fe:  fnini  her  at titiide  and  the  n 
iiieiit  ot'  her  ariiiT..  >he  seemed  to  he  aiTanfriii;:  her  Iiair  fo 
Tii^'ht. 

"Is  she  alone !'■■   Montefiore  askei]   himself.     "If   I    wt 
a   letter  with  a  few  coin-,  will   it   be  -afc  to  dangle  it 
thread  against   the  round   window  that   no  doubt  li<'hts 

cell:-" 

He  wrote  a  note  forthwith,  a  note  characti'ristie  of  th' 
fiecr.  of  the  soldier  sent  for  reasons  of  family  expedient 
the  isle  id'  Klba,  of  the  former  dilettante  Maniuis.  fallen  I 
hi>  high  e-tate.  and  1m  i  ome  a  captain  on  the  elotliiiii:  e- 
Ushmeiit.  lie  wrapped  some  coins  in  the  note,  devisi 
siring  out  of  varioii>  odds  and  ends,  tiv'd  n|)  the  packet 
let  It  down,  without  a  sound,  into  the  very  centre  of 
round    bright iie-s. 

"If  her  mother  or  the  s(.rvant  is  with  her,"  Monte 
thoii-ht.  "I  -hall  Mc  the  shadows  on  tln'  wall ;  and  if  she  i.> 
alone.  I  will  draw  up  ilie  cord  at  oiur." 

Rut  when,  after  pain-  innunieraiile.  whiili  can  readil 
imagined,  the  weighted  packet  tapped  at  the  irlas.s.  onlv 
shadow  appeared,  and  it  was  tin-  -lender  figure  of  Jiiana 
llitted  act-OS.-  the  wall.  \oi-e|es-ly  the  young  girl  opened 
circular  window,  saw  the  pai'ket.  took  it  in,  and  stood  f 
while  readiii:.:  it. 
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""ated  in,heforty-oi^hthd..^n.cof  ! 
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L'n.- 


n",v.  nit  off  all  chanees  of 


e  nor 
lovc  her 


lit  of  their  window.- 
'  fiiind  and 


-nefi  as  two  lover 


coni- 


attention  u 


p<  all  nn\rittin;,dy  the  irirl 


'i"iii:hts.     n 


6h 


•■till)' 


:a  vc 


••'•e  ai/ain   he  was   foiled.     J 
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ean  eontrive  bv  lean- 
in  eoneentrated  his 
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P^>n  the  round  patch  o,,  ,h 
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liana  s  st ran 


i^  was  arriuslE"  ^e 


no.  .1  f      I,  . 


;"■'■  '"»  n.on.   for  the  faintest  I 
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Ii  (iflt'ii  li;i[p|it'iis  tliMt  Virtue-  ^iihl  ili-crdinti,  in  distr 
ail<i[it  >!iil'l->  familiar  i"  tlif  jcaluii-  I{arllinlos  nf  <>(mi( 
.(liana,  liavniL'-  iiriihrr  pajiff,  pen,  tinr  nik.  wa-  -cratthinL: 
aii'UiT  >viili  tin-  jHiiiit  III'  a  [lair  nl"  -cissnrs.  In  atrntlirr  i 
IllCIlI     -lie    llicl    tlir    -I  ia]i    lit'    IiaplT    til    ihr    .--Iniii:.    tin-   otl 

(Inw  It  111,  iijiciiiil  It,  hclil  it   ii|(  a;.'ain>t  the  lamp,  anil  r 
thf  p(  rfnratril  rharactrr--    '■('umi',"  it  -aiil. 

" '( 'diiic!'' "'  an!  Iir  lu  lum-rlf.  ■■r'n-nn.  .■iini  rarhinr,  f 
INtc/.V  (la|.'L'''r!  And  liuw  ahum  ihr  appri'nticr  liardlv  as! 
"(I  the  conntiT  iiy  tlii-  tinir,  and  thi'  M-rvarit  in  lur  liamtiK 
and  ihr  liun-r  limiminv'  likr  a  l.a.-s  viol  with  cvcrv  ■^niit 
wliv,  I  can  luar  nld  I'm'/  snnriiiL'  awav  iip-tair<I  'Con 
.     .  'I'lii  II.  lias  sill' tiDtliiiig  to  lose?" 

Acute  rctli  rtimi  !  Lilirrtino  alone  can  reason  thus  loj 
ally,  and  punish  a  woman  for  her  devotion.  The  iina,LMnat 
of  man  ha<  created  Satan  and  Lovdacc,  iuit  a  maiden  is 
aiifrelic  bciiiL'  to  whom  In-  can  lend  nothin.ir  hut  his  vices: 
Icifty,  so  fair  is  .-he,  tliat  he  canimi  -et  her  liiL'her  nor  add 
her  hcaiity:  he  has  hut.  the  fatal  [)o\.er  of  hlii/htinc-  tliis  er 
lion  i)y  (IraL'triiiLT  il  down  to  his  riiirv  level. 

Monteliore  wailed  till  the  drow-ie-t  hour  of  the  ni/rht,  tl 
in  s|iite  of  hi--  -.oher  -eeond  thoio'hts,  he  ere])t  downsta 
He  had  taken  otf  Ins  -hoes,  and  i...i;cd  his  justols  with  ii 
and  now  he  irroped  hi.-  wa\  -tcp  hy  ^te|>,  stoppinj;  to  lis 
in  the  silence:  tryintr  each  separate  stair,  straininir  his  o 
till  he  almo-t  saw  in  the  darkn'-ss,  and  readv  to  turn  bi 
at  any  moment  if  the  least  thini:  hefcll  him.  Fie  wore 
haniIsomi>t  iiiiifnnii :  he  had  perfiimei]  his  dark  hair,  ii 
taken  pains  with  the  toilette  that  set,  otf  his  natural  >:i 
!ook<.  On  ocrasions  like  the.-o,  most  men  are  a.s  mud' 
woman  as  any  woman. 

Moiitefiore  manaL'ed  to  reach  the  door  of  the  irirl'.s  see 
hidiiiir-place  without  difViculty.  It  was  a  little  cat)inet  a 
trived  in  a  corner  which  projected  into  another  dwellini: 
not  unusual  freak  of  the  hnildcr  where  irround-rents  are  hi; 
and  houses  in  coiiseipience  packed  very  tiuhtlv  toijcther.  Ih 
Juaiui  lived  alone,  day  and   night,  out  of  sight  of  all  ev 


n   distrust, 
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■■- ■■■-'^.•"n:::r;;,;l'-;;;:;i;;:-;; 
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liana  let  h 


!'■  fianels  dJH- 
H''    tapped    softly 


rl's  look  of 
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'■  '•uriosity,  and  n^ad  il 


K'  niet  the  v 
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Ill 


nctuary  hofore  h 
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.^eeiiied  t< 


pervad 


■•iniv  lancir<,  nav.  uf  ./ 


<'  everytllinir;  her  s. 
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.fiiiina,  clai!  m  uliiic.  u  iih  nn  (U-naii'.fiit  ,-avc  her  own  Live 
tu's,-,  Iriiiii^--  fall  \\rv  I'n-arv  [■■■  (all  nn  ilir  name  of  I,(i\c,  udu 
liasr  Mi-|'irri!  rviii  Moniclii.ic  \hi1i  iv\crciiri>  if  ii  liad  n 
Im'cii  fur  111,,  niirht  aiout  iluni  and  ilir  -ilencc.  if  .liiaiia  h; 
\V(  Icuinnl  lii\(.  i,.-^  ra-vrl\,  if  ihr  liii!i.  whili-  bed  had  nut  d 
playiil  ilic  tnrni'i|-d"\\  II  (■■ivi'i'lri- ihu  jnlldw.  cunlidaiitc 
iiiiiiuiicralilc  \auiir  lunLMiiLr-.  .Munirliurc  -luud  ilicrc  fur  lun 
intnxicaicd  in  jmv  liiihcrtn  iinkii.iv,  n  ;  >iic-h  juv  as  S^uaii, 
ina\  lir.  uiinld  kimw  a!  a  .i:liiii[i-i.  of  |,aradi,-c  if  ih'/  rl()i;d-V( 
tlial  rn\,.ln|K  luMvn  u  a-  rmt  awav  I'ur  a  ninnicnt. 

"1  liiviil  voii  ihf  lirM  ni'iMicnt  lliat  1  -aw  voii,"  Ik-  sal 
^praliiii--  jiurc  'I'li-can  ;n  the  tunc-  uf  his  niii.-ieal  Italii 
voice.  "In  vdu  my  -^uul  ai:d  my  lilV'  are  set;  if  ymi  so  w 
it,  they  shall  he  xnnrs  for  e\er." 

To  .Inaiia  li-tniiii-,  ihu  air  she  breathed  s<'eiiied  to  \il)ra 
with  i!ie  Wolds  -ii  ,Mi  ma-ieal  upon  her  Iovit's  toimiie. 

"Poor  litile  i:irl!  how  have  yon  breathed  the  alMo-phe 
of  thi>  irloomy  plaeo -o  !oni:,  and  livrd?  Vou,  meant  to  rei>. 
like  a  ,|Ueon  in  thr  world,  to  dwell  m  the  [lalaee  (d'  a  j)rin(^ 
to  [la-.-  from  festival  to  f(-ti\al.  to  I'ed  in  your  own  heart  tl 
joy-  iha;  yon  er,  ate.  to  -oe  the  world  at  your  feet,  to  make  tl 
faire-i,  -jilendor-  pale  bid'ore  the  ,Lrlorioii>  beautv  triat  sha 
never  he  rivaled, — y/„,/  have  li\ed  here  in  seclusion  with  th 
old  tradesnuiii  ami  his  wife  '." 

There  wa-  a  |uirpo-e  in  his  exelaination  ;  he  wante(l  to  fir 
out  whether  or  no  Jnaiia  had  ev,r  had  a  lover. 

"'^e-,"  -he  answered.  '•But  who  can  havi.  told  vrai  mv  ii 
most  thoue;ht<:'  |M,r  the-e  twelve  moinh-  past  I  have 'l,et 
wearv  to  death  of  it.  V.-.  j  would  die  rather  than  slav  an 
lon,i:er  in  thi-  liou-e.  Do  vou  .-ee  this  einhroidery  l'  I  hiU 
set  count  ie-<  dreadful  tlioULihts  into  every  stitch  of  it.  Ho 
"li^'i  I  li;i\''  I'Uiucd  to  run  away  and  lliiiu'  niv^elf  into  tl 
^t"i  !  •'"  yon  ask  why!"  I  ha\e  forL^otten  alreadv. 
rtiildi-h  troubles,  but  verv  keeidv  felt  in  -piti>  of  their  chih 
'■~''i""'^-  •  •  •  Often  at  niirht  when  I  kis-ed  mv  motho 
1  have  ufiven  her  siieli  a  ki--  as  on,.  i:ive.-  for  a  la-t  farewol 
t-ayiiig  iu  my  heart,  '1  will  kUl  mvtel''  •o-niurrow."     After  a! 
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I  iVid  not  die.    .S 
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brief  delicious  !ilira>('  is  invested  hy  the  iucents  of  an  Ital 
toii;;uf.  "I  ^liall  (in<l.""  ^!ll•  ^aiil.  ami  tlu'  purity  of  a  serii 
shone  in  iier  eyes,  "1  >liall  find  my  heloved  reliirioii  again 
liiin.     ills  and  (ind"s,  (JodV  and  his  I  .      .      Hut  yon 

he,  are  yim  not  ?""  she  cried  after  a  pause.  "Surely,  surely  } 
are  he  1  All  I  come  and  see  tiie  jiieture  that  my  father  hroui 
ine  from  Italy." 

She  took  up  a  eandle,  beckoned  to  Montefior>.'.  and  shov 
liim  a  picture  tiiat  huii;^-  at  the  font  of  the  bed — Saint  Micli 
trampliiii:  Satan  underfoot. 

"Look  I"  she  cried,  "has  he  not  your  fycs!-*  That  m; 
me  think,  as  mkiu  as  I  «a\v  yeu  in  tin-  street,  that  in  ;he  me 
int:  1  >a\v  the  hn;:er  of  lieaven.  So  nften  1  have  lain  awake 
the  morniiiir  before  my  motlicr  caine  to  call  me  to  pra_\ 
thinkinj:'  ainiui  that  picture,  looking:  at  the  an,i:i'l.  until  at  I 
1  came  to  think  th:i'  he  \v.;s  my  hu-band.  Moit  Pii'it!  I 
t.ijlkinL^  as  I  think  to  myself.  What  wild  nonseii-e  it  m 
seem  to  ymi  I  but  if  you  ordy  kiU'W  how  a  poor  recluse  loi 
to  pour  out  the  thoui:ht<  that  oppress  her  I  I  used  to  t; 
to  thcM'  flowers  ami  the  woven  i^'arlands  on  tiie  tapestry  wl 
1  wa>  alone;  :.'y  understood  nu'  better.  1  think,  than  i 
father  and  mother  -  always  so  serious " 

".luana."  said  Miaitefiore.  and  as  he  took  her  hands  a 
kissed  them,  passion  slione  in  his  eyes  and  overflowed  in 
gestures  and  in  the  sound  of  his  voice,  "talk  to  me  as  i: 
were  your  husband,  talk  to  me  as  you  talk  to  ymirself.  I  h; 
suffered  all  that  you  ha\i'  suffered.  Few  words  will  be  nei'di 
when  we  talk  toj:ethcr,  to  bring  hack  tiie  whole  past  of  eitl 
life  before  we  met:  liu*  thert'  are  not  words  enough  in  1; 
guage  to  tell  of  the  blis-  that  lies  before  us.  Lay  your  ha 
on  my  heart.  Do  you  i'eel  how  it  beats?  TiCt  us  vow,  bef( 
God,  will)  sees  and  hears  us.  to  l)e  faithful  to  each  other 
our  lives.     Stay,  take  ilii>  ring. — (live  me  yours."' 

"XJive  away  tny  ring!'"  she  cried,  startled. 

"Whv  not  ?""  asked  Montofiorc,  dismayed  by  so  much  si 
plicity. 

"Whv,  it  came  to   me   from   our   Holy    Father  the   I'o] 
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ill  ilic  (111  nil  in:.''  \vay  that  she  h"](l  up  r  forehead  for  i 
tiMicli  nl'  !i.r  !(i\(r',~  lips.  It  was  all  the  n-^iili  df  >iiiitiii|,'  a 
irkMiii:r  Ia-!^-  upon  this  nature;  if  .-hf  ua.-  t"  hi'  prmirni  a 
virtiiuii-.  ihc  knM\vlr,|-|.  i,(  the  wnrld  -hmilil  cither  have  en 
til  her  L:i;nliially,  <iv  liave  lireii  huhleii   fr'.iii   her  for  e\i  r. 

"Il'iu  -In\\!\  tlic  liay  will  ire  I'l-iniirrnu  I"  ~he  >aiiL  a-  . 
other  1x1— .  ^l  ill  re-pe,  •  tiillv  Lnven.  \va~  pre--e(l  upnn  hep  I'o 
hea.l. 

■■Ihil  Mill  will  >it  in  till'  (liiiiiiLr-rniiiii.  will  vmi  iMt?  a 
raise  your  \ni(r  a  little  when  ynii  talk,  sn  that  1  iiav  h' 
you,  ami  the  muiihI  may  fill   mv  heart." 

MeiiteJi.iiv.   he-iiiiiiim-   ti.    nmler-tanil    the   life   that    Jua 
lei!,   was  hut    the   hciiir   plea-ed    that    he   liad    mamieeil    \<, 
strain    hi-  (!■.-;:■>   tii.it    he    mii:ht    tin-   hotter  secure   hi>   ei 
He   reliiriieii   to  hi.-   rniim   withiuil    mi-hap. 

Ten  days  went  hy,  and  iinthim:  oeiurred  to  disturh  t 
Jieaee  and  ipliet  nl'  ihr  hmiM'.  .Mnllleflere.  with  the  per-l!a< 
manner-  of  an  Italian,  had  uMiued  liie  Lrond  u'raees  of  i 
rerex  and  \)"U;\  l.a-Miiiiia  :  iiidei-d.  he  wa-  popular  with  t 
wlmle  hnii-elieid-  with  the  apprentice  and  tlie  maid-servai 
hut  in  >pite  nf  the  mnjidrncc  that  he  had  >ueeeedcd  in 
spirilla'  ill  them,  he  never  attempted  tn  take  advanlau'e  of 
to  a.-k  to  see  Jiiana,  np  to  npfii  the  dnnp  of  that  little  soa! 
paradk-e.  The  Italian  nirl.  in  her  huiLtinLr  to  see  her  lov 
had  efieii  iie-oiiL:ht  him  lo  t]i>  thi-,  hut  from  motives  of  pi 
deuce  he  had  alw.ivs  refu>ed.  ( »n  the  cniitrarv,  he  had  Uj- 
tile  (  haraetcr  lie  had  gained  and  all  hi:-  skill  to  lull  the  si 
pieioiis  of  the  old  e.iuple;  he  had  accustomed  them  to  1 
hahit  of  never  ri-JiiLT  till  mid-day,  -ojdier  as  he  was.  T 
cajitain  i^ave  out  ihat  hi.-  health  was  had.  So  tin-  two  love 
onlv  lived  at  iiiuiit  when  all  the  hoiHehold  was  aslocp. 

It  -Montefinre  had  mu  !:,.cn  a  lihertiiie  to  whom  a  hinir  < 
perieiiee  of  pjoasiii'.'  had  -iveii  presciu-o  of  mind  under 
conditions,  they  would  have  heeii  lost  lialf  a  score  of  tin 
in  tho-e  tei;  davs.  A  yoiiuir  lover,  with  the  sinirle-hoartt 
ne--  lit  Tirsi  love,  would  liave  heeii  tempted  in  lii-  rapti: 
into  imprudeiii'es  il  .a  were  very  hard  to  resist;  hut  the  It; 
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her  and  rcvcnlcd  the  nrAr.v  df  his  |ii\f.  T>>  know  the  (]rli( 
toniient  of  an  iliicil  iii!--i"ii  niidrr  ilu'  -auction  of  marr 
to  conceal  her  hii-hun!  Iidiiiid  the  hcd-ctirtains.  !ialf  ilc 
injr  the  aduplcd  falliir  and  ninihcr,  to  whdin  -lie  inniij 
in  case  (d' (liscuNfi'v.  "I  am  tlf  Mariiic-a  di  Mnnii'iidi' ." 
not  this  a  festival  i'nr  tln'  yonii;:  and  rninantic  ijirl  ulin 
three  years  pa-;,  had  dreanie<l  of  lo\e  -  love  al\va\-  l/e-et 
{)erils?  'I'he  curtains  of  the  door  fell,  drawiiii:  ahont 
madness  and  tlnir  !ia]ipinc-s  a  voil  which  it  i-  ii<clr--  lo  i 

It  was  nearly  nine  o'clock,  the  irierchant  and  hi>  wife 
TcadiiiL''  the  e\'eninL''  prayer,   when   <iiddcnlv   the  sonnd 
earria,i:e.  drawn    hy   several    lior-e-.   eaine    from    the    tia 
street    witliotit.      Sdiiie   mie    knocked    ha-tily    and    loud! 
the  door  of  the  shop.     'I'lie  ser\ant   ran  to  opeu  it.  and 
nioineni  a  woman  >]iranL'  into  the  ipiaint  old  roi>in — a  wo 
niajniifieently  dro-ed.  ihouirh  her  traveliin:  carriat'e  wa: 
splasheij    by   the   mire   of   many    roads,    for  she    had    en 
Italy    and    r  ranee    and    Spain.      It    was    La    Marana  I 
Marana,  in  spite  of  her  thirty-six  years  and  her  riotous 
in  the  full  j)ride  of  her  licltn  fuh/i/nmli',  to  record  the  sii 
ei)itlift  invented  for  her  in  Milan  hy  her  enraptured  ado 
La  .^hlrana.  the  npeiily  avow(>d  mistress  of  a  Kini:.  had 
Xaples  and  it-  festivals  and  >iinny  skies,  at   the  verv  In 
and  sumii:  1  (.f  her  siraiiL'e  career — had  left  <rold  and  m; 
tr.'ls  and   siik  and   perfumes,  and  h"r  royal   lover,  when 
learned  from  lum  what  was  passini:  in  S[)ain,  and  how 
Tarapina  wa-  Ijesjeired. 

'"Tarajiona  I"  she  eri-.'d.  "and  before  the  city  is  taken 
must  l)e  in  Tarairoua  in  ten  days  I"  And  witliout  ano 
thon<rht  for  courts  or  crowned  heads,  she  had  reached  ' 
agona.  provided  with  a  passport  that  jrave  her  sonietiiiiii: 
the  powers  of  an  empre-s.  and  with  <:old  that  enabled 
to  cross  the  French  empire  with  the  speed  and  splendo 
a  rockt>t.  There  is  no  such  thinsi  as  distance  for  a  mot 
>he  who  is  a  mother,  indecth  sees  her  child,  and  kiutw; 
instinct  how  he  fares  though  tiiey  are  a^  far  as  the  } 
apart. 
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"All  Ttaliiiii  1     What    is  lii>  nam"?" 

'■(  'aptaiii  Moiitrtinrc,  Ih' 

'•\Vhv,  he  i~  lint  \\\,'  Mar(  hi~c  ili  Mniilt'tiorc,  i.-  he?"' 

'■^  ('-,  M'Tmra,  llir   \vv\  saiiir."' 

'"I  la.-  lie  .-ri'ii  J  nana  !'" 

■"Xii,"  -anl   I  jdfia   i.airuniiia. 

"Vnii  arc  inislaKm.  \vil\'.""  said  I'crcz,  "The  Manpiis  i 
liasc  >cri:  , I  nana  nnrr,  onlv  fm-  a  ninnn'nt.  it  is  true.  Ii 
lliini^  lir  nin.-t  !ia\c  M'cti  her  iliat  day  when  sin'  came  i: 
supiicr-timc."" 

"All!      I  ,-liunld  like  to  Sec  m V  ilan_'litiT." 

■■.NuiIiiiil:  i-  la-iiT."'  >aid  I'mv,.  ■■>!!(■  i-  asleep.  Thn 
if  .-lie  has  Irfi  the  kry  in  the  luck,  wf  shall  liavr  to  wake  li 

As  till'  Miirchant  rn-c  to  lakr  down  [h,-  diij.licate  h^v  f 
its  jilacc,  he  h.-ippciird  to  ;,danri'  lip  ihroiiLdi  the  tall  wiiK 
'I'he  liLihl  t'l'din  till'  \:\vj:i-  round  ]ianc-iipcninir  of  Jiiana's 
foil  iijion  llio  dark  wail  on  tho  oppn-nr  -idc  of  the  vard.  t 
in::'  a.  irlcamini:  cin-lo  tlniv.  and  in  llio  mid,~t  of  the  liixl 
space  he  saw  two  shadowy  fii:nre-  siich  as  no  senlptor  till 
tunc  of  the  uificd  ('ano\a  I  iiiilil  have  dreamed  of.  Th<>  S] 
lard  turned  to  ih<.  room  aijain. 

'"I  di>  not  know."  he  .-aid  to  La  Marana.  "where  we  1 
put    the  key " 

"You  IcMik  vcrv  pale!"  .-he  exclaimed. 

"I  will  soon  iell  yon  why."  he  answered,  as  ho  spranp 
ward-  his  da'juer,  caiiLdii  it  up,  and  heat  violently  on  the  ( 
in  the  jianidiiiLr.  "Open  the  door!"  he  sliotited.  "Ju;: 
open  the  door !" 

There  was  an  appallinu'  despair  in  his  tones  that  sti 
terror  into  the  two  women  who  heard  him. 

-Juana  did  not  open,  heeause  there  was  some  delay  in  hi* 
'^f(U)te^ore.  She  kuew  iiothinir  of  what  had  pas-ed  in 
room  without.  The  tapestry  hanirin.srs  on  cither  side  of 
door  deadened  all  sounds. 

".Madame,"  said  Perez,  turniuL'  to  [.a  Marana,  "I  told 
just  now  that  I  did  not  know  where  the  key  wa-.  That  w 
lie.     Here  it  is."  and  he  took  if  from  the  sideboard,  "but 
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wn  hy  tho  h'l- 
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■no   should    In 
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o  approiitioo. 
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yiii  iin\  voiirsolf  1 
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'"".'".^  daii-htorand  I  nioof.  (;,.] 


•I'  tno  man.  I 
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''''  11'"  Miafcli  him  out 


ii'  1-  miiio.     Th 


\i     I.I, 
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oriiivc  \oii.     I 


'II  mv  hami 


It  all.     T 
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djl 


could  remain  at  1 


•■'"'1    I  iToz.   niaki 
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In  sjntc  III"  lirrsrif,  a  li^'lit  >hinlil(T  ran  ilirnuirli  I-h  ^^lr; 

"I'fiv/,'"   -he  a -kill,  "is   ihiTi'  any   ullur  wav   mit  of 
closet  ?" 

IVrez  slinok  his  licail  :  and  on  iliat  the  courtc-an  wint  i 
tlu'  PHiin. 

".Iiianii,"  slic  sail!.  "I   am  your  niotlirr.  ymir  jmlf-'o — 
have  put   vourscif  ii.  tlif  one  situation  in  which  I  fan  ri' 
nis-flt'  to  vou.     Vou  havf  conic  to  my  Icvo],  you  whom  I 
thought  to  rai-c  to  hcavm.     Oh  I  you  liavc  fallen  very  1 
^'ou  have  a  lover  in  your  room."' 

"Mailaine,  no  one  imt  my  hu-bami  >liouIil  or  could 
there,"  she  answereil.     "1  am  the  Marchi-.a  ili  Montpfiore. 

"Then  are  there  two  nf  them?""  asked  old  I'erez  stor 
"lie  told  me  that  lu'  w;;-  marrivd."" 

".Miuitefiure  I  mv  love  I""  cried  the  girl,  rending  the  ( 
tains,  and  discovering  the  otlieer;  "eomo  forward,  these  ] 
pie  are  slandering  you."' 

The  italiaifs  face  was  haggard  and  [lalc;  he  saw  the  ( 
ger  in  La  Marana"s  hand,  and  he  knew  i.a  Marana.  .\t 
hound  he  sprang  out  of  the  chandjcr,  and  with  a  void 
thunder  shouted,  "Help!  help!  murder!  they  are  killin 
Frenchman! — Soldiers  of  i  ,c  Sixth  of  the  line,  run  for  ( 
tain  Diard!     .     .     .      ildp!"" 

IVrez  had  secured  the  Marquis,  and  was  ahout  to  gag 
bv  putting  his  large  hand  over  the  soldier's  mouth,  when 
courtesan  stopped  him. 

"Hold  him  fast,"'  she  said,  "hut  let  him  call.  Tlirow  o 
the  doors,  and  leave  them  ofien  ;  and  now  go  out.  all  of  ; 
1   tell   vou! — .\s  for  you."  she  continued,  addressing  Mo 

liore,  "shout,  and  call  for  help \s  soon  as  thor 

a  sound  of  your  men's  footsteps,  this  Hade  will  bo  in  } 
lieart \re  yon  married?     .Answer  me." 

Montefiore.   Iving   across   the   threshold   of   the  door, 
paces  from  .hiana.  heard  nothing,  and  saw  nothing,  for 
blinding  gleam  of  the  dagger  blade. 

"Then  he  meant  to  deceive  me:''  the  words  came  slo 
from  . I  nana.     "Tie  told  me  that  he  was  free." 


Ik 


1  went  \uu 


tiff;  MAItAWs 

-I  J 

.<  -uiie  ftt«.rri  ton.s  in    .fore 
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•  uld 


tare  m 
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'th.  and  the  blad 
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e  an  entrance;   but   her  hand  shook 
e  slip[)ed  aside  upon   .Mont 
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'e.     'iet  so  heavy  had  been  the  blow,  tl 


with    pent-up 
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i.-i  M 
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fiat  the  Italian  roll  .1 
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"I    "111    fr.r!"   hr   K,i,|M.,l       -I    uiii    ,„arrv   Ii.t!      [   s\ 

II     I.)     <i'Mr    |,y    ni.V     tnnlli,.,-'    l,v    ;||;    |h;,|     j.    i,,,",,,     ,.„.r,,,]    ,„ 

"■'"'''■  1  ■III!  iH'l  iiLirnid  :     I  will  iii;.rr\   li,r'    (' 

iiiy_u,,r,l  .,rii,,tinr.  |  ui1I:";,,h1  li..  m-i  In,-  t.rth  hi  lh,.,„u 
san"-  ^irm. 

'■Tlial  I-  .•iiuu,-li.  nioth,.r."  s;ii,|  .Iii.inn:  "kill  IniM!  I  ut 
Mnl  ll,l\,.  .,1,1,  a  ,.,,w;inl  fur  niV  Ihi-Im.hI  if  hr  W.Tr  t.-i  ti 
iimrr  bi-.-iiitifiil." 

"All'  lliiii   H  in\  ijiiiiiihirr'""  (  ri.'.l   l.a   Manina. 

"Wli.it  N  L'uiiiL'  un  hiTrr"  a^k.-il  ihr  ,|iiartrriii,wt.T.  I( 
iiiir  alMiiit   hiMi. 

••'I'iii>;"  .-liniii,.,!    M.„it,.(io,v:   "ihrv   ;ir.'    innnlrriii..'   nir 
tlial   -ivW  .ir.uiinl  ;  .-hr  -a\-  thai    I  am  Ii.t  L.^.t;  -I,.,  trap 
'IK',  aihl  imu   ihry  uant  h.  fmvr  i,,,.  to  marrv  li.r  a^MiiiM 
will " 

".\;raiii^f  your  will?-  cried   hi.inl.  »tni<k  wifli  t!ic  miMi 
'-•■iiiitv  thai   iii.li-iiaiiMn.  -.■Mrn.  ami  hat,-  had   Imt  to  .luat 
lacr.  nln;i,|\    M.  fair,     -^-mi  arr  \rv\    Inird   |,,  plra-..'      If 
iiiii>l  ha\r  ;i  hti-lKind.  hrn-  an,   |.      I'm   i,,,  v-nr  .la--.T." 

'"■'  -^''i '•""■■'  ;rra>|M.d  III,.  Italian,  pull,., I  !i.,ii  \"\u<  f. 
bnMidi!   hiiii  tu  thr  iH.dMd.-.  and  -aid  in  hi-  rar: 

"If  I  .-|.an'  VMur  hiV.  vdi  mav  thank  that  la,-t  -pccdi 
jours  fur  it.  r.ut  k,.,p  ,i  ,,|  ,„ind.  If  v..„  .av  a  \v,u-d  a-ai 
my  (lauirhter,  uv  shall  s,.-  ra.-h  nthrr  aLain-What  will  1 
"i-iwrv  anmiitit  toy  -h,.  askrd  nf  \\u/. 

"'I'wo   hnndivd    ilmu-and    pia-tiv-   d.iwii " 

'■'''''^"  ^^''1  '>'"  '"•  ^ill.  inoii-irnr."  -aid  the  <-n„rtc-an  ; 
dn..-,nu'  Diard.  -Who  are  yun^-Vo,,  .an  ^.u/'  .1...  ad.l. 
tiirnini:  to  Mnntefidi-e. 

I'>iit  uhen  the  Martini-  heard  mention  of  tw,.  hundred  the 
sand  |.ia-tiv-  duwn,  lie  eaiii..  forward,  -aviinr.  "I  am  rt-i 
(|iiitc  fret" ■■ 

'■•Voii  are  really  (|inie  f,-,.,.  to  .'o.-  .aid  La  Marana.  and  t 
Italian  went. 

"Ala-:  monsieur."  the  trirl  -poke,  addre^in-  Piard  •  ' 
fliaiik   you.   and    I   admire  you.      But    my   I  ndotrroom   is 


Tci]    in    tlll- 

hrr:    Ci,,,, 

lllr  cilllrti 
111  '    I    Wrplllil 

•  ■  li"i  tiiiii  - 


■tc'^an.  all- 
elic addi'il. 

Irvi]  fhnii- 
am  ri'all  • 

I.  and  (ill' 

">iard  ;   "[ 
lom  is  in 
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'-•av<.|i;   I   shall  1m.  tl„.  |.,.„|,.  ,,,•  ,.|  .,. 

''i'T   the   (iiruilit    1. 1  -   •  "'"' 

^-t":''iJ;':;i-;:':;:%:;-,;:;r-,::'^;/'7- ;. 

■V-N. ..k,.  ■  l,n,K.r..."„  ■•         I-  »l".-|-n.l, 


•'liana  liirncd  pal,. 

"Who  arc  von,  nhainViir:"  a-kr, 


I  llif  in..ih.Tnt'  il„.  |'n,v..n- 


HtiT,    look 

i;. 

itiLT   nif  ii!i 

■i  1 

lif  tra|ip.i! 

iiTain-l   !ii. 

'  1 

ii"  siililiin. 

'  1 . 

ti>  .liiana'- 

"A 

>••      Ifshr 

;ha 

-'LTiT," 

MS 

1    his     fi't't. 

.  !l 

-  [Km  •ell    (if 

■  i  ( - 

rd  airaii\-! 

,i! 

t   will  h.  r 

■■.■^ 

'"  '  '"■';.'i-t'alr.  SI,  I  am  not  a ~" 

:-.-n-:;:s;^:::;r,,;:;;:;,i:r,;:;: ---.^. 


'I'lni  ,M|,.,  (■,,,.  ^,,1, 


•'■'    "lay    hot),    h,.    hatmv-      h,,,,-,  -      I i"r\o„. 

'^''••nvonan.th..u-,,',    a,       !        ,      "■,"'■"'    ""    -'■••'^"'^> 
..  '  ''"^''  ^«"ni  that  voii  shall  <..i  .. 


I'To  lirr  lorio  chan-od 


■- ■n-no,,,anp.,|s„„ouha,.,      |  l.avo  -«„,„  ,(,:„   ^.„„ 
dl  !«■  a  vinnoiis  wif,..     ,s.,  i,,  ,(,,-  i,r,.    ,i        ,  " 

^  nu-a,!    vo„,   what,.or   hr.  ,""'''  '"•" -^   "•""- 

-n ..  u.  ra.ho/onori'hiM::; --"■-/;••■- 

;.  .irrhildn.n:     .  ^i-m    h,  ,u  ,  ''"'''  '" 

-'•'-rah.av<w,Ii:,and-hM    ■'■''"''  "^'' '•^'""• 

■'.r,,..r    ,hn.at,.ns  jj    '  '"' ■^■•■'"-  '""""■'•  "'n'v  wh.n 

■ ''"'  i^^  part  of  vonr  dowr."  anii  i!"(I,Z  ,l'"'''''  '    ''"f  "'• 

-,!,,„,.  .,.,  ,  "  ■■'"  '■'  -•""•ani.r  of  vonr  honor 

H.w.ii.     ,s[„,  ,a„|.  k<M.|)in-  hark  ih-  ..ai-s-  '•!„  ,v,,,,    ,  ,   , 

I'""-     f"l<l-  >'>„  havo  hron  \orv  happy  ]„  ,f,j,  |:,.,.,      , , 
■ll-UT  than  you   kno„-_.\,-,   ,„   -n,-!,       .  t    '.      ' 

--nook  ha.,  on  it  with  ...,;■ ,,,:,,:;[;  •:-,,;;■;;- 


iuru  son-iu-law. 


••j't^ 
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The  storv.  whifh  has  Ir'oii  ;:iv('n  ?imi)ly  by  way  of  intro 
duction,  i>  iint  by  any  inraiis  tlie  sul)jeet  of  tlie  foUowin: 
study;  it  has  Im'Cii  t<>M  to  cxphiin.  in  the  first  place.  h()\ 
Montefiorc  and  Diard  heeann'  accniaintcd.  hi'w  Taptaiii  Dian 
came  to  marry  Jiiana  dfi  Mancini.  and  to  iihikc  known  wlm 
passions  filled  Mint-.  l)iard"s  heart,  what  blood  ilowed  in  he 
veins. 


By  the  time  that  the  quartermaster  had  been  through  thi 
slow  anil  tedious  formalities  indispensable  for  a  French  so! 
dier  who  is  obtainin;:  leave  to  marry,  he  had  fallen  passion 
ately  in  love  with  . I  nana  dei  Mancini,  and  Juana  dei  Mancin 
had  had  time  to  reflect  on  her  fate.  An  appallini:  fate 
Juana,  who  neither  loved  nor  esteemed  this  Diard,  was  non. 
the  less  bound  to  him  by  a  promise,  a  rash  promise  no  doubt 
but  there  h,id  lieen  no  help  for  it.  The  I'rovenral  wa-  neithe: 
handsome  nor  well  made.  His  manners  were  totallv  lacking 
in  distinction,  and  savored  of  the  camp,  of  his  ])rovincia 
brin<:in^^  up  and  imperfect  education.  IIow  should  the  youna 
girl  love  Diard  r  With  her  perfect  elefxance  and  prace,  hei 
unconipierable  instinct  for  luxury  and  refinement,  her  natural 
drawinjrs  were  towards  the  hi.<:her  spheres  of  sooietv;  and  a? 
for  esteem,  she  could  not  brinsr  herself  to  feel  so  much  a- 
esteem  for  this  Diard  who  was  to  marry  her,  and  precisely  foi 
that  very  reason. 

The  repuo-nance  was  verv  natural.  Woman  is  a  sacred  and 
gracious  being,  ahnost  alwjsys  misunderstood:  the  judgment.^ 
passrd  upon  her  are  almost  always  unjust,  because  she  is  not 
understood.  If  Juana  had  loveil  Diard,  she  winild  have  es- 
teemed him.  Ijove  creates  a  new  self  within  a  woman;  the 
old  self  passes  away  with  the  dawn  of  love,  and  in  the  wed- 
ding-robe of  a  passion  that  .-hall  last  as  long  as  life  itself,  her 
lif(>  is  invested  with  whiteness  and  purity,  .\fter  this  new 
birth,  this  revival  of  modest v  and  virtue,  she  has  no  longer 
a  past;  it  is  ntterlv  forgotten:  she  turns  wholly  to  the  future 
that  she  may  learn  all  things  afresh.  In  this  sen.<e,  tht! 
words  of  the  famous  line  that  a  modem  poet  has  put  into  the 


THE  MARANAS  277 

:-uth  of  Marion  I),.|..riuo,  a  line  inoroovcT  that  Corncille 
Mi:ht  woU  have  written,  are  steeped  in  trnth: 

And  i.ove  gives  back  my  nialdentiooa  to  me. 

I''es  it  not  read  like  a  reminiscenoo  of  <=omo  trac^odv  of 
'"•neileVy  The  stvie  of  the  father  of  F->,.neh  drama  so 
^   ''ll"'.  "winjr  sn  little  to  epithet,  see.ns  to  he  revived  a-ain 

':  !(ie  words.     And  vet  th..  writer,  the  p..et  of  our  own  dav 
.'..>   iH-en  oo,npelh..l   to  sacrifie.  it   to  the  ta.^te  of  a   pnhliJ 
-'ily  capable  of  appreeiatin<:  vaudevilles. 

So  Juana.  lovele..s.   was  .^till   the  same  .Tnana.   hetrav,,! 
.'"rii, hated,  hrourrht  very  low.    How  should  this  .luana  n-pe.-t" 

-  '"an  who  could  take  her  thus?  \V,tli  the  hi-h-niinded 
i^r.iy  01  youth,  she  felt  the  force  of  a  distinetion.  .uhtle 
::'  appearance    hut  real  and  inunntahle,  a  hindin.r  law  unon 

heart,    which    even    the    least    thoud,tfnl    women  'in- 

-  '"•t'^^i.v  apply  to  all  their  sentiments.  Lif.  had  opened 
^   !^  hefore   Juana,  and   the  prospe,!   saddened    lu-r  inmost 

<»^ton  she  looked  at  Perez  and    Dofla   La^ounia.  her  eves 

-  -'d  the  bitter  thoughts  contain.'d  in  tho.c  tears  hut  thev 
-■^   no   word.      Wen.   not   reproaches     us,.less?      .\nd     why 

■^    uidor  the  pent-up  sorrow  would  spread 
"ne  eveninir,  as  Juana  sat  in  her  li.tlc  ,.ell  in  a  dull  stupor 

-  .      re^-hedness    she   heanl   the   husband   and    wife   talkin. 

If         t'-     ?"""'''  "'"^  "'^'  '^"^"-  ^^"^  ^''^'^  «"J  ^  wail 
'"  'ke  Irom  her  adopted  mother. 

■  The  poor  child  will  die  of  ::rief !' 
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n^r  voice:   "hut    what 


iity  to  the  Conite  C\'\ 


,iro   iKiw    to   biiast    of 
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llierc 


is  a  difference  bet 


old  woman,  in 


dulgent 


ween   one   slip   and 


as  an  angel  could  ha 


vii-e 


\'e  h.i'U. 


haste 
narrv 


said 


'% 


1  " 


■  >:i: 
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"llcr  iiiiillxr  ;ravr  Iht  t,.  him."    ilijrcti'd   i'.toz. 

"All    ill    :i    niiiiiitr.    ami    wilhuut    (■nii>iilliii,ir    hor!"   crii 
Dona  l.a'ji'Uiiia. 

'•She  kiifw  (|nilr  wvll  what  -h>'  \va^  (lnin<: " 

"lull"  wiiat   haml-  mir  pearl  will  pa-- 1 

•'Ndi  ;i   weird   Mi'Mv.  nr   1   will  i;o  ;iimI  pick  a  ipiarro!  wi 
tliat l>iani:" 

••And  thru  ihcri'  wmild   he  npc  iinin'  nnsfiiilimc" 

.luana.  li.-tciiin;_'  t^  tln-r  trrriM''  wnnl-.  knew  at  la<t  t 
value  of  the  happ\  life  ihai  had  thuved  eii  utitrnuhlcd  iiii 
her  errnr  r\\^\fi\  it.  Sn  ihe  iiimHciit  hours  in  her  ])eafrf 
retreat  were  to  have  Keen  ei'owiied  hv  a  hrilliaut  and  splcuH 
existence;  the  (leli-lll-  ^o  nfleu  dreamed  (d*  Would  iiavc  he 
hors.  Those  dre;im>  liad  cau-eil  lur  ruin.  She  had  fall 
from  the  heiLrlits  of  social  j.nv:itne<s  to  tlio  feet  of  Muiish' 
Diard:  .hiaiia  wept:  her  thtuiudits  almost  drove  licr  nii 
For  several  second-  >he  he-itatcd  hetween  a  life  of  vice  a 
rcli,::ioii.  \'icc  olTen^d  a  prompt  -oluiion;  reli,LMon.  a  1 
made  up  of  sulTerin.ir.  The  inward  dehate  was  -torniy  ;i 
s(demn.  'I'o-morrow  wa.-  the  fatal  day,  the  day  lixed  for  i 
inarriaj:o.  It  was  not  too  late:  , I  nana  mit:ht  ho  , I  nana  st 
If  she  remained  free,  -he  kitew  the  utmo.-t  extent  id'  1 
calamities:  hut  when  married,  -he  eiuild  not  tell  what  mi: 
lie  in  >tore  for  her.  Kidi-ion  '.Mined  the  day.  Diu'ui  I 
gounia  came  to  watch  and  prav  hy  her  (hiui:liler"s  side,  as  : 
nii.u-ht  have  done  hy  a  dvinu:  womairs  hed. 

"it  is  the  will  of  (iod.""  she  said  to  duana.  N'aturo  .ai 
to  a  WMUian  a  power  peculiarly  her  own.  that  enahles  her 
endure  -ulVerin:.;-.  a  power  s\u-eeeded  in  turn  hv  weakness  t 
counsels  n'-iiiiuilion.  ,Inana  suhnutted  without  an  aft 
thou-ht.  She  determined  to  fulfil  her  luotlierV  vow.  to  cr 
tile  desert  i'\'  life,  and  >o  reieli  heaven,  knowini:  that 
flower-  could  -prin^-  in  the  tlun-ny  patlis  that  lay  hefore  I 
She  married  1  >iard. 

As  fer  the  ipiarti'rma-ter.  thouL'h  -'uana  jud-rod  him  p 
lesslv.  who  else  would  iioi  have  for<:iven  him?  IIo  wa.s^ 
to.xicated   with   loVe.      La    Marana.   with   the   (piick   in?ti 


'^.t^jiVr^l 


nnnv  ;ina 


ituro  aivc^ 


■ur.il  10  her,  IdhI  f 


1   in  li 
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'■It  passii)!!  in  the  ton.v  of  his  \ 


iiii   th('  abrupt   tciiijirr.  the   iiii| 


27!) 

oiop,  and 


li.     hi  t 


IC     |», 


ii'oxysiu   of  her   "t 


)UlsiV('  ^rciicrositv  of 


!i  iM.ini 


,i:".),i  .|ii,i|iti,..,  ,.|n,l  thoc  onlv,  and  f 


cat   aniriT.  slir  liad 


-I'     \V(. 


n-  MilIiL-icnt    <riiaraiitir.-   for   her'  dau^rhtfr's   h 


I'niirlit  that 


ippi- 


^'■I'J   to  ;i!l    ap[)rar.in(-   t' 


li'ippy.     Hut  to  l;iv  I 


II'  early   dav~   of   t! 


tare  the  uniicrlv 


IS   iiiarn 


ape 


iMi-ci-ahlc  -ccrct^  that  w- 


iiiir  fads  of  the  ease 


ii'i'ia   iiad  (ictoriiiinc]   that   >i 


'iiH'U  hiiry  iu  the  dopth-^  of  th.'ir 


nii-^Mau.I  ^   jov.      AI 


lo   uould    not    overcloud 


.i--'rtcd  luarria 


wouini    wlio   ;iTc    victims   of 


an 


art  tcrril)le  to  iil; 


j-'c,  coiuc  sooner  or  later  t 


role.     (1 


ly,  and  . I  nana   .had 


'I  play  a  double 


part 


somen's  hearts 


'"■"  "  liic.  a   man  can 


alreadv  taken   ui 


Is  it  not 


iia.  struir.ijrlin.i:  evcrv  I 


'idy  record  the  facts: 

iilone  can  divine  the  inner  life  ,,f  senti- 

■  npossible  to  relate  in  all  its  truth? 


I  storv  II 


ii-^b.  half    Italian :   J 


■'lad  no  tears 


I'Uir  against   her 
nana,  slieddini'-  tears   i 


"wn  nature. 


If 


I'    I  to  sh 


M    secret    till 


CI  I.   W 


destined  to  re|)rcsent  the  ut 


i>  a  typical  creation,  a  1 


iriuiie.- 
-lie: 


lie  minute  detail   re.niired 


termost  extent  of 


ivinj? 


woman 


l>"i-e«l  to  depict  that  life 


pain  would  be  with.Mii  intercut  for  those  wl 


iramaiic   sensation.      And 


!i  t'Verv  wile  w 


Would    n 


oulil  discover  some  of  her 


lo  crave 
o!    an    analvsis.    in 


'■e  an  entire  volume  if  i(  were  t 


'wn  e\perien( 


iiy  it<  verv  nat 


ire,  Woi 


'N'-rits   must  consist   in   1 
'i"i-   that    critics    would 


"  !>*'  .---iven  in  full:-'    Such 
''  impossible  to  write,  f 


Ml 


\'    !    I,e. 


e-ules,  who  that 


iiies  and 
■'>n>i(ler   vat,ni 


or 


in  siibt 


e   siiade: 


"oes  lint  iiear  another  1 


c   and    indi-tiiict. 


I'-art  within  li 


';:'''"'"'■'',""  ''•';ir'''''''--''''''!>'^--''i^lJ*'»traeediestl 


W'liiieii  take  with  th 
-lood  of   none — not 
^n  vain  ;  the  devotion  ll 


''■n  to  th.'ir  irraves :  the  I 
even   of    (h 


IS 

lat 


leartache. 


lal.  her 


ose   who  cau<e   it  ;   t 


'I"  return  :  unappreciated  i 
of  venLTcance:   in 


■•■  '"1  earth  at  least. 


le 
meets 


na<:naniinitii 


n^'-s    for   I 
;v  that  bl 


iiailiiiir  irei 

iap[)iness    destineil 


lel-ositv.    lavished    i 

t"   be    unfuli;!]. 


-Hence  an 


1 


esses  in  secret;  all  the  beliefs  held  sa.;red 


n  vain  ; 
ili'-'-clie 
ail 


ii  I 


•?  , 


"l- 


.jSO  THE  MARANAS 

the  incxtinLnii-hiil.lc  love?  Thi^  life  Juana  know;  f;i 
spaml  her  in  un\h\ws.  \hr<  wa>  to  be  in  all  thinirs  the  i 
of  a  wron-cd  and  inihai-py  wife,  always  forj^ivin;,^  her  wr..n- 
a  woman  jxirc  as  a  llawles^  diamond.  thou-!i  tl-rou-h  li 
boautv,  as  tlawU'ss  and  as  dazzlin-,'  as  the  diamond,  a  w; 
of  rc\Vn>:f  lav  .)I..mi  to  her.  Uf  a  truth,  she  nml  not  dre; 
the  daj:<rer  in  Ikt  doWiT. 

Hut  at  tirst.  under  tlie  intluenee  of  love,  of  a  passion  th 

for  awhilo  at  least  ean  work  a  (han-e  in  the  most  depravi 

natuiv.  and   l.rini:  to  li-ht   all   that   i^   noblest   in  a  hunii 

snul.    Diard    behaved    like   a    man   of   honor.      He  oonipell 

Monictioiv  to  L'o  out  (d'  the  re-rimeiit.  and  even  out  of  tli 

divi/ion  i,(  the  aruiy.  that  his  wife  mij:ht  not  be  compell 

TO  iiK'ei  ilu'  Manjuis  during'  the  short  time  that  she  was 

remain  in  Spain.     Then  the  (|uartermaster  asked  to  chan 

his   re;:iment,  and   managed   to  exehan-re   into  the   Imp<T 

Guaiul     He  meant  at  ai!  eo^ts  to  ^^ain  a  title;  he  would  Ik 

honors  and  a  ,L:reat  position  to  mateh  his  .u'reat  fortune.   W 

this  thou-ht  in  his  mind,  he  displayed  -,'reat  eourajre  in  one 

our  bLMKhest  battles  in  (lermaiiy.  and  was  so  badly  woum 

that   he  .mild   no  longer  stay  in  the  service.      For  a  time 

was  feared  that   he  might   have  to  lose  his  leg.  and  he  v 

forced   to   ntire.  with   his   pension    indeed,  bnt   without 

title  of  liar.m  or  an\  of  the  rewards  which  he  had  hoped  f 

anil  very   likely  would  have  won.  if  his  name  had  not  U 

Diard. 

These  events,  together  with  his  wound  and  his  dis 
pointed  Imi.es.  made  a  changed  man  of  the  late  (|uartcni! 
ter.  'i"hr  i'rovcni-ar-  energy,  wrought  for  a  time  to  a  fe 
pitch.  Mid.l  nly  deserted  him.  At  tirst,  however,  his  w 
sustained  his  courage:  his  efforts,  his  bravery,  and  his  ; 
bition  had  given  lu'r  >ome  belief  in  her  husband;  and  sui 
it  behooved  her.  of  all  women,  to  play  a  woman's  part,  to 
a  tender  consoler  for  the  troubles  of  life. 

.Iiiana's  word-  put  fresh  heart  into  the  Major.  Tie  wen 
live  in  I'aris,  determined  to  make  a  high  position  for  !i 
self  in  the  Administration;  the  quartermaster  of  the  Si 
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l.ino  Ropinicnt  ghonld  1„.  for;:..ttcn.  and  ^omo  day  Madame 
I'lard  should  woar  a  splendid  titlo.  His  passion  for  Iiis 
•luirming  wife  had  -nad.'  Iiim  ,,iiiik-  to  <rufss  hor  inmost 
"i-hes.  Juana  did  not  speak  of  them,  hiit  he  understood 
ii.r;  he  was  not  loved  as  a  man  dreams  of  heinir  loved— he 
knru-  it,  and  lon^red  to  he  looked  up  to  and  loved  and  <'arossed. 
i.'i"  luekh-s  man  anticipated  happiness  with  a  wife  who 
u.i^  at  all  times  so  submissive  and  so  jrentle;  hut  her  -entle- 
:•■"  and  her  submission  meant  nothin-  hut  lliai  ivsi-nafion 
:  lier  fate  which  had  ,dven  Juana  to  him.  Hesi-rnation  and 
^■■i-ion,  were  these  love?  Diard  could  ofie,,  have  wished 
!  r  a  refusal  instead  of  that  wifely  obedience:  often  he  would 
'  •"  iriven  his  soul  if  Juana  would  i)ut  have  dei-ned  to  weep 
-"'!  Ins  breast,  and  ceased  to  conceal  her  I'eclinirs  with  the 
>^      ■  that  she  wore  proudly  as  a  mask  upon  her  face 

M.iny  a  man  in  his  youth  (for  after  a  certain  time  we  <Wvp 
'!■    ~tru<:<rlin^O  strives  to  triumph  over  an  evil  destinv  that 
.'■nn-s    the    thunder-clouds    from    time    to    time    above    the 
li-nxon  of  h,s  life;  and  when  he  falls  into  the  depths  of  niis- 
1  'liine.  those  unrcpiited  stniKcrles  should  be  taken  into  ar- 
'    .<i!.     Like  many  another,  Diard  tried  all  wavs,  and  found 
'     unys  Uarrvd  a-ainst  him.     His  w.^allh  enable.l  him  to  sur- 
'■■'    ^-1  Ins  Wife  with  all  the  luxuries  that  can  be  en  foved  in 
.^he  had   a   <rreat   mansion  and  vast  drawinj:-rooms, 
■i:   :   [.resided   over  one  of  those  houses   frequent,.!  bv  some 
'  '    artists  who  are  uncritical  bv  nature,  bv  a  irreat  many 
-  '-  m<T8.  by  the  frivolous  fn|k  who  are  readv  to  ^m  anvwhere 
•     '■•■  amused.  an<l   by  certain  men  of  fashion,  attracted  by 
■'    .'.as   beauty.      Those   who   make   themselves   conspicuous 
■y   i  ins  must  either  conrpier  Paris  or  fall  victims.     Diard's 
'    naetor  was  not  stron-  enou-h.  nor  compart  enou-di    nor 
i'^-i-tent  enough,   to  impress   itself  upon   the   soci.'tv  ,.f  a 
-'    •  jvfien  ..v.Ty  one  els.,  was  likewise  bent   upon   reachin-' 
;'     :-  1  position.      Keady-niade  social   classifications  are  not 
^^  :  ■v.habl^■  a  -reat  bhssin-  .'V.m  for  the  people.     Xapoleon's 
•'/"■.■''Ts  have  informed  us  of  the  pains  he  was  at  to  impose 
'■•'"'■^'"tions  upon  a  Court  composed  for  the  most  part 


i' 


so 


i 
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*if  subjects  who  liad  once  liccii  his  ciiuals.     Riit  N'apoloon  w 
a  Cursican,  Hiard  wa-  a   l'riivtMi(;al. 

11"  till'  two  men  liad  Ixvii  mentally  einial — an  islander 
alwav>  a  mure  eoiiipleU'  liiniiaii  luMiij:  than  a  man  Ixirn  ai 
hr.il  on  the  niainhiiul ;  and  tliiiii;:h  rroveiiee  and  Corsica  ! 
between  the  sami'  dcirrets  of  latitiul'.  tile  narrow  streteh 
sea  I  hat  keeps  thcni  a}»art  is.  in  ~i>ite  of  inairs  inventioi 
a  whole  ocean  that  niake>  two  dilhTeiit  countries  of  the 
lioth. 

From  thi~  false  position,  which  Hiard  falsified  yet  furiln 
{rrave  mi-forlunes  aro>e.  Perhaps  there  is  a  useful  Icsm 
to  i)e  learned  i)y  trai-iiij:  the  chain  of  independent  facts  tli 
imperceptibly  brotitrhl   about   the  catastrophe  of  the  ston-. 

In  the  first  place.  I'ari^ian  scolTers  could  not  see  the  [li 
tures  that  adorne(l  the  late  iiuartermaster"s  mansion  witlM 
a  siL'nificant  smile,  'j'lie  recently  pnrcliased  masterpie( 
were  all  condemned  by  the  uns])okcn  >lur  ca-t  upon  the  pi 
tures  that  liad  lieen  the  sjioils  of  war  in  Spain;  by  this  sh 
self-love  aven<red  itself  for  the  involuntary  otVence  of  Dian 
M-ealth.  Jiiana  understood  the  mcanimr  <d'  ,-ome  of  the  ai 
Itiguous  compliment-  in  which  tlie  French  excel.  Aetii 
upon  her  advice,  iherefore.  her  hu-b;inil  sent  the  Spani 
pictures  back  to  TaraL^omi.  1)U!  the  wnrld  of  Paris,  dett 
mined  to  put  the  wor-t.  coii-truction  on  the  matter,  sai 
''That  f(dIow  Diard  is  >hrewd  :  he  has  sold  liis  |iictiires,'  ai 
the  jrood  folk  continued  to  believe  that  the  ]iaintinirs  whi 
still  hum:  on  the  walls  had  not  been  honestly  come  l»y.  Th 
some  ill-natured  women  impiired  how  a  D'uirfl  had  come 
nuirrv  a  yonn.L""  wife  so  rich  and  so  beautiful.  Commer 
f(dlo\ved.  endie->  alisurdities  were  retailed,  after  the  mam 
of  Paris,  If  duana  ro-c  above  it  all.  even  above  ,he  seand 
and  met  with  nothinir  but  the  respect  due  to  her  pure  and  i 
vout  life.  llial  res]iect  ended  with  her.  and  was  not  accord 
to  her  hu.-band.  Her  shining'  eyes  irlanced  over  her  roor 
and  her  wonuuiV  clear--iirhtedness  brouirht  her  nothing  1 
nain.  .\nd  yet — the  disparagement  was  (|uite  e\]ilicali 
Militarv  men,  for  all  the  viiliies  with  which  romance  ondu 
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••  -in.  could  not.  for^rjv,.  the  .iuuii,l;uii  .|iiartoniia-.t.T  for  his 

■>     Ith  and  his  (ictrriniiiatidii  to  cut   a  ligiin'  in   I'ans,  and 

:'  ■■  that  Very  rcasun. 

Tli'Tc  is  a  unrld    m    I'aris  that   li.s  hctw.vii  the   furthest 

-'•  in  the  Faiihoiirir  .Saint-(;(.riiiain  on  ilie  nn,.  hand,  and 

!a>t   niausinn  in  the  Kiie  Saini-Lazare  un  ihe  other':  he- 

'II  liie  risiiiir  around  of  the  Luxeiiihoiirir  ;i„d  t|„.  hei'dits 

:   Mniiiinartiv;  i,  u.uid  ihai  div..,..  and  -os<ip,s  dn-sis  to 

_■■  ■■lit,  and   -oes  out    to  ,i:o-.i|.;  a  world  <d'  |.etiv  an. I  -ivat 

;i  -;  a  worhl  of  mran  and   poor  aiiihiti.uis,  iMas,|iieradin^r  j„ 

,!.--h'nee:  a  world  of  ,.n\v  and  of  fawniii:;  arts,      (t   is  nuide 

.  '  ■■r -ilde,.  rank,  and  rank  tliai  has  lost  its  uiidi„^r.  of  voiin^r 

'  old.  of  nohiiity  of  the  foiirtli  eentiirv  and  till.-s  of  vestcr'^ 

■  ■  "''  ''"'"'■  ^^■1"-'   !"".^li  "'    !l \p''n~e  of  a   pnrr.nu.  and 

■IS  who   fear  to   he  cuntaniinale,!   hy   him.  of   nii'ii   ea^T 

:  ■  '!m'  downfall  of  a  power.  ihoiiLrii  none  tho  !,.<.,  ih,.v  will 
''"'  ''^'"'''  '"  it  il'  II  li"lil-  its  own:  and  all  ih.-e  ears 
i'  ::■.  and  all  these  ton-iies  rep,.;,t.  ,.,nd  all  th.-e  minds  are 
.'  :  rnied  in  the  course  of  an  evenin;:  <d'  tlie  iHrih-place,  edu- 
'  .;  -n,  and  previous  hisi,,rv  of  ..aeh  urw  aspirant  for  its' hiudi 
: '■:-<.  If  there  is  no  jliir!,  Cmirt  of  -Iiistiee  in  this  exalted 
-:'iTe.  it  boasts  tlic  niost  ruthless  of  pmrunur.'^-.ifnrrnux. 
■■'     'i'aii.iril)!*.  ].iii)Iie  opinion  that  dooms  the  vietirn  and  ear- 

•  ■  -ut  the  sentence,  that  ac-ii-e.:  and  brands  the  delin.pient 
!''  ::"t  hope  to  hide  anvtliin-  from  this  tribunal,  tell  ,-^;-ry. 
■     --  at  once  yourself,  for  it  is  determined  to  <:o  to  the  bo't- 

•  ':.  of  everythiuL'.  and  knows  ev,'r\ thin,<:.  Do  not  seek  to 
■::  :  rstand    the   mysterious  operation    by    wliieh    iniellii:encn 

-  '.:-hed  from  place  to  place,  so  that  a  story,  a  xandalTor  a 

■    of   news   is   known   evervwiiere  simiiltaneoiislv    in   the 

•'•  ■  ^lin,i:  of  an  eye.     Do  not  ask  who  <ct   the  ma.hinery  in 

:  'h:  it  is  a  social  mystery,  no  observer  can  tlo  m,,re  than 

-  '■<  its  i.henomena.  and  its  workin<r  is  rapid  bevond  belief. 
\  'n-Ie  example  shall  Minice,  The  murder  of  the  Due  de 
'■      .at   the  Opera,  was  known  in  the  furthest   part  of  the 

■  ■^iiut-r.ouis  ten  minutes  after  the  crime  was  committed. 

■iiinion  of  the  Hixth  b'rginient  of  the  Line  ooucerninu' 
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Dianl  porriii'atrd  this  world  of  Paris  on  the  very  even 
of  his  first  Ijall. 

So   Dianl  himself  could  accomplish  nothing.     Iloncc 
ward  his  wife,  and  his  wife  alone,  miirht  make  a  way  for  h 
Strange  |)orteiit   of  a   strange  civilization  I     If  a  man 
do  nothing  hv  hiinself  in   I'aris,  he  has  still  some  chance 
rising  in  tlir  wurld  if  !iis  wife  is  young  and  clever.     Tl 
are  women,   weak   to  all   appearance,   invalids   who,   with 
rising  from  their  sofas  or  leaving  their   rooms,  make  il 
inlluence  felt   in   society;   and    hy   hringing  countless  se( 
springs  intu  play,  gain  for  their  hushands  the  position  wh 
their  own   vanity  desires.     But    Juana,  whose  girlhood   1 
heen  s])ent   in  the  (piaint  simplicity  of  the  narrow  hou-e 
Taragona.  knew  nothing  of  the  corruption,  the  haseness, 
the  opportunities  atl'orded   hy   life  in   I'aris;  she  looked 
upon  it  with  girlish  curiosity,  and  learned  from  it  no  worl 
wisdom   save  the  h'ssoiis   taught   her  i)y   her  wiuinded   jir 
and  susceptihiliiies.     Juana.   ninreover,   possessed   the  (ju 
instinct   of  a  maiden   heart,  and   was  as  swift  to  anticiji 
an  impres-iim  as  a  sensitive  plant.     The  lonelv  girl  had 
come  a  woman  all  at  unce.     She  saw  that  if  she  endeavo 
to  compel  society  to  honor  her  liushand.  it  must  he  after 
Spanish  fashion,  of  telling  a  lie.  carltine  in  haiul.     Did 
her  own   constant    watchfulness   tell   her  how  necessary 
manifold   j^recautions  were?     A  gidf  yawned   for   Diard 
tween  the  failure  to  make  himself  respected  and  the  oppor 
danger  of  heing  respected  but  too  much.     Then  as  sudde 
as  before,  when  she  had  foreseen  her  life,  there  came  a  rev* 
tion  of  the  world  to  her;  she  beheld  on  all  sides  the  v 
extent  nf  aii   irre])arahle  misfortune.     Then  came  the  tai 
recognition  of  her  husband's  peculiar  weaknesses,  hi;  t( 
unfitness  to  ])lay  the  parts  he  had  assigned  to  himself, 
incoherency  of  his  ideas,  the  mental  incapacity  to  grasp  t 
society  as  a  wliole,  or  to  comprehend  the  subtleties  that 
all-important  there.     Would  not  tact  effect  more  for  a  ii 
in  his  position  than  force  of  character?     But  the  tact  tl 
never  fails  is  perhaps  the  greatest  of  all  forces. 
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So  far  from  ofTacn.  the  hint  „p,.„  „,,  n.ard  sctehoon. 
'i-  Major  was  at  no  h.tle  p.nns  to  n,.k..  matters  worse  Vnr 
instance   as  ,t  had  not  oee„rred  ,.,  h.m  tliat  the  Hmpire  was 

r"f  :''^""^''  'M'l.-.  that  re,,n,re.|  caren.1  strnlv.     e  tr  ed 
-^h  he  „.,s  onlv  a  ma,,r.  t.  o,.,.^^ 

I'  'l.Atthatt,n,ea„,oM  every  one  believed  in  Xapoleon; 
IN^  fa  or  had  increased  the  importance  ..f  everv  po.       ThJ 
|Wes.    th..se^c^^^^ 

;'  '7'  '";:"  with  .reat  names.  I.y  ,h..  .e„,|e„ien  of'  the 
''  -.old  oMhs  Ma.ie<,y  , I,..  ,.:,,.,,.,,,,,,,,,  ,-i,,^.  Thel- 
-.s  hy  this, ime  were, ;randVi.iers.     These  minions  of^t^ 

.  ea  ,„.n  ,an„H.d  a,  Major  Ihard-s  artle.s  ambitions,  a.^ 
'    «a.    (am    to  solicit    a  sub-pr-decture.      Hi.    mndest    pro- 

-tions  were  ludicroii.K.  di^proportioned  (,.  hi.  vast  weath. 
■\f  T  this  o.tentations  displav  of  |ux„rv.  how  conid  the 
-Wl.onaire   leave  the  roval   splendors  of  his  house  in     >a 

-""'  <d  his  lortum.s?  ,Iuana,  who  all  too  late  had  co,„e 
-  "-1-stand  our  Laws,  and  the  manners  and  ciiston  o  o 
'innnistration,  too  late  enlightened  her  husband.  Diard  in 
-  desperation  went  be^^inj,  to  all  the  powe-s  tl.at  be-  bi^ 
ard  met  wuh  nothin,  b,,,  nduitrs.  ni  wav  was  ,1^^ 
nn.  Ihen  peo,de  jud-..!  him  as  tlie  (;overnmen(  had  ..d.^ed 
-'<■'";    1'as.ed  his  own  verdict  upon  himself.      DiJi; 

"  ^ht"  ated.     Jho.(„artermaster.  who  had  trained  wealth 

'-       o  esteem    lound  no  place   umh.r  the. overnnient,  and 
•    --s    ,pute   |o.|,.a||y   refused    him    the   social    position". 
•■''';•'  l'^"'  "■^I>"vd.     In  short,  in  his  own  house  the  n 
"nate  man  continually  fel,  that  his  wife  was  his  s„p.,p 
'•■  '-1  --e  to  feel  it  in  .spite  of  the  'Velvet  .love"^^,^if^^^^^^^^^ 
•■'aphor.s  not  too  bold)   that  dis^ui.^ed  from  her  husband 
:  ;-u,H-emaoy   that    astonislied    her   herself,   while   she   fH 
■   '   "'"'t"<l    n-  it      I,   produced  its  effect  upon   Diard  at  last 
A  man  udio  plays  a  losing  ^rame  like  ,hi.  is  bound  to  hw. 

■      t    andto.roweithera.reaterorawor.enianforit- 
'ard.  eourajre,  or  his  pas.ion.  wa.s  sure  to  diminish    after 
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rcpt'iitcil  lilnw.-!  (It'iilt  to  his  .•iflf-lovt',  luul  In^  niado  niistak 
uiinii  iiii-iakc.  l''r<)iii  the  first  ('Vcrvtlinii:  liaii  Ijccii  uirniii- 
hiiii,  cvrii  Ills  nun  haliits  ami  iii.-  dwii  cliaractiT.     'I'lic  vio 

ainl  viriiii-  III'  the  iiMiiiil>i\c  I'rovcin.al  wit lually  |iat('i! 

'I'lii-  Hiifi-  111'  his  iialiirc  were  likr  liar|)-.-trni:.'s,  and  cvi  : 
ojil  Irirthl  liaij  a  plaii'  in  his  heart.  lli'  wa-  a?  iirompl  i 
ri'liisc  a  cniiiiaiic  in  ahjrct  ]i"Vrrty  a-  thr  lii^tn'-s  of  aiinlh' 
lit'  hiirh  rank:  m  >h"rt.  he  ni'M'r  l'iir.i.'iit  a  I'ririiil.  am!  tillcil  h 
^Mhlcii  pKuns  with  ]iiiiir  wrctchis  dnwii  mi  thi'ir  link.  Uchnli 
in.i.'  vvhirh  tiiinus,  ihf  ^.'rnrrai  df  the  nlil  >tani|>  (a  >|)('iii 
that  will  sd'ii  hf  (xiimt)  was  apt  to  <:rrct  Diai'd  in  an  "T 
hand  I'a-h:  ,  and  addn-s  him  with  a  palronixiiiL',  "Wcl 
my  di  ar  I'ciinwl"  when  tlii'V  met.  If  tlu'  -viiiraU  of  tl 
Kmpiri'  cumralfd  their  in-nlrmc  hmcath  an  a--ninjiti<ni  ' 
a  suldirr's  hliill'  I'.imiliarit  v,  ihr  few  ]iriip!i'  d^  fa-liinn  wti'M 
Diard  md  slmwed  him  the  polite  and  well-hied  contcmi 
aiiaiii-t  whicdi  a  sclf-niade  man  is  nearlv  alwavs  powerIe~ 
Ihard's  i)elnn  lor  and  speech,  like  liis  hall'-ltalian  aeeent.  !i 
dress,  and  everytliimr  ahont  him,  comhined  to  lower  him  in  t! 
eyes  of  ordinary  minds;  for  the  nnwritteii  code  of  ixood  mar 
ners  and  troml  taste  is  a  hindin;.'  tradition  tliat  only  tl 
greatest   power  can  sliake  olf.     Such  is  the  way  <U'  fiie  vvorii 

The^e  details  irive  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  JwanaV  ni.i 
tyrdom.  The  pane's  were  endured  one  liy  one.  I'very  soci; 
spf'cies  contrihuted  its  pin-prick,  and  hers  was  a  soid  tin 
would  iiave  welcomed  daL'^'fr-tlinists  in  preference.  It  w: 
intolorahjv  jiainf'.il  to  watch  Diard  receiviiiir  insults  that  1 
did  not  feel,  insults  that  duana  must  feel,  tlimitrh  they  woi 
not  meant  for  her.  A  linal  and  dreadful  illumination  can 
at  !a>t  for  her:  it  east  a  lii.dit  upon  the  future,  and  she  km 
all  t!:.'  sorrows  that  it  held  in  store,  i^he  had  seen  alrea'! 
that  her  hushand  was  quito  incai)ahle  of  mountinj:  to  t! 
liiLrliest  rune's  of  the  social  ladiler,  hut  now  slio  saw  the  ii 
evitahle  depths  to  whif-h  ho  must  fall  when  lio  should  I" 
heart:  ..nd  then  a  fcelinLr  of  pity  for  Diard  ranio  over  her. 

The  future  tliat  lay  heforo  her  was  verv  dark.     Juana  hi 
never  ceased    to   feel   au   ovorhaugin^   dread    of   some   e\  i 
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f'lnnrrh  whonoo  it  .l,u„I,I  ,.,„„..  sh..  kn.Mv  no,.     Tin.  np...,,,! 
'"'    l'''""t"l    li'T  M,„HM    soul,  as  n„„ai,Ma„    h„v..r'    ,n   ,|„. 

-'■•  iH.t  >h..  UMsal,!..  lu  hnl,.  h,.,  an::ui.|,  w.th  h,u1....     Sl... 

^-1  rra.-l„.,i,  „.,„„„  uh,.„.|,..  „„i,.„,„,.  ,,,„„,,|„„,.  ,,„^^,.,^ 
•  nan.i  UM.,|  h.T  nnlu,.,,,-,.  ,„  ,,..,>„a.!,.  I),anl  t„  ,v„,Mnuv 
-  >'H-,aI   amlM,,„n<.   ,,u„uinu'  -.ui    „,   |,„„   a-   a   rHii...   ih, 

"';■"'  "'"1  .-■■"■""!>  litVuf,!,,.  ,!„ni,.M,..  h.anh.      \||  tlu-ir 

;-HM.->,.nn..  tVn,,,   u  Ml,,,,,,  ;  whv  ,h„„M   „„.■  ,„„   -|,ut  out 

"   ""''••,   '",   "^"^^"  '"""•■  "-"-.I  uoul,|,i„,|p..a,.,.  and  n- 

-  •":l>y>!.oul<In.,cn  ,l„.n..     SI,,.  r,.l,  ,l,a,  ^h-  l,a,l  ronra^'c 
•-n.^h  ,„  nn.l.Tt;,  ..  ,I„.  tnn„.  ,a.k  n(  ,„ak,„.  h,„,  hai-p; 

-  ",MU  ,  ,s.a„sln.,|  u„l,  |„„,...lf.  ,,„,  .,,„,^^  ,,^„,'  - 
■--i   With   th,.  dilIi..ul„..sof  h,.rl„V;  .|„.  i.a.l  w,,!,,,,  |.„p 

:  :;  ';;•'•""•  ^l'"-"  "'-1<-1  l.v  ..  woman  in  h.r  ,.osi,i„n,  and 
'    <  '-   s hrnn^r.   of   ,ho.,.    ,.,li,rio„.   a.n,ra„„n-    wh,,!,    ar. 

■  •;n<hv,\  |,v  ,|„.^ruardian  ,u>.,..l  ap,„Mn,..,|  ,„  uai,h  ov.t  a 
:n-,,an  .o„i.  lor  this  poctir  s„p,Tsti,„.us   Camv  i.  an  al- 

:.>r>Mhat(.xp,vsM.s,h..  id.aof,h,.  ,uon;Unn.:u„hin  „s 

I'iMr.I    n.nonnr<.d    h,s    ar-,hitions,    ..Io>,.,l    |,i,    h„„,,.     ,„,, 

r.il.v  sh„t  h,ms,.lf  up  in  i,.  if  i,  i,  alloual.l,.  ,.,  niak.-  „s.. 

-fanuliaraphms...     I',,,,  th.-vin  lav  ,!„■  dan^'or      Diard 

-■  'MK.  ,,    thus,  .vntrifn^al  souls  who  must  alwavs  !„■  moving 

'■      ''''■I"''l<l''r^>-I-I>»'r'stMn.ofn,ind  wa/M,,.hthatno 

;;.T  had  h.arrnvdn,  a  place  than  this,-..,  kl,.sin.,in..t 
•h«,lh  drov,.  hin,  ,o  d,.part.  Xatunw  n(  ,|„.  kin.l  havo 
'  'W.  end  ,n  hfr:  ih.y  must  ,...,„.  and  ,n,  „n,vaMn.dv  like 
•■^vlH'-lsspok.nnf  i,,  th.  S,.riptur.s.  I,  n,av  have  hoon 
"  l>aird  won!,!  fa,n  hav.-  (.<,.ap,.,|  f,.„„,  i,,-,,,,,,,,-  ^^^,  ^^,^^ 
'  w.-arynf  Jnana;  sl,,.  had  ,,Mv..n  hi„i  no  .an-.,  to  l.Iarno 
■    'I't  w„l,  p,w.,.-,i„„  i,i,  pa.sion   for  h.r  had  irrouTi  loss 

—  rhii,;.-.  and  hi.  ,li;!,-a,.,,.r  a-^-^.. ,■,,.,]  ii<,.|f  a-ain 
n-n,-..fo,-ward    hi.   n,on„.„,.   ..f  d.wpond.n.-v' ,.,».<.   nion> 
|M-ntIv:   h.   ,^■,v,.  wav    „„„v  of,,.,,   to  hi.  ,,„i,k  sonthrrn 

'""'■      ""•  '"■"<■'■  vir!n,M,s  and  irp.proa,-!,ahl,.  a  woman  is 
'iH.rc  a    man   d,.!i,di,s   „.   find    h,.,-   i„   fanl,.   if  ^,,,,.  ^^ 
■i-nstratc   his   fi,„,ar   .nn.M'iori,  v :    1,,,,    if  hv   <-han,-..\hP 
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Ix'twccti  till'  liiisbain!  Mini  wif''  iinthnir^  arc  f'xnjr.ijorntf'd.  ni 
trillr,^  licruiiic  iniHiiitiiiiis.  Hill  .In, ma"-  lurck  palii'mi'  ai 
^'(■rilli'iH--,  iiniiiiL'rd  Willi  till'  liiltcrii"--  'hat  wumm  ran  i 
fiiM'  iiit'«  tli'ir  >uliiiii--inn,  ^'a\'-  im  ha!:ill('  t"  this  fan 
tiiHliiiLT  "I'  -it  |iiir)ii'<('.  the  iiiu-t  iiii'viiiil  of  all.  llcr*  w; 
iiinfriiMr.  iirii'  (if  iliii~r  iHilijc  iialiifi-  for  wlimii  it  is  imj, 
sililc  |i«  fail  in  d:  '\  ,  Iht  [nirc  ;iii<l  Imly  liff  -Imnc  in  tlm 
('\(-  with  ilic  Miari  w's  r\|ircs-i()ii  in  ihi'm  ih.ii  IiiiuiiIimI  i 
iniaj.'inat!i>n.  I>ia?il  tir-t  ltcw  \viar\.  then  lii>  (hafnl,  ,n 
fiidt'd  liy  tindini:  thw  lnfty  virtue  an  intnl.raMi'  soke.  II 
wife's  diMi'elioM  left  liiiii  no  rooni  (■■}•  violent  seii-atioi 
anil  111'  eraveil  e\i  iieiiniii .  'I'hiiii.-aiiits  of  smh  dramas  1 
hidden  i.v..,-  in  the  souls  of  men  and  \\  Miien.  l^'neath  t 
iinintcrestin.i:  surface  of  apparcntlv  sinij'  ■  md  (timnion|ila 
lives.  It  is  ditlieult  to  choose  an  example  from  anionjr  t 
many  scenes  that  last  for  so  short  a  time,  and  leave  sm 
inclfacealile  traces  in  a  life;  scenes  th.at  are  aimo-t  ahva 
jirecnrsors  of  the  caiamity  that  is  wriiieii  in  the  flestinv 
most  marrin;:f's.  Still  oni*  scene  may  he  descrihed.  hocaii 
it  sharply  mark-  the  first  hei:iiininL's  of  a  misnnderstandii 
hctu-een  these  iwn.  and  may  in  some  deirree  ex[ilain  tiio  catn 
trophe  of  the  story. 

Juana  had  two  children  :  Iml.ilv  for  Iht.  tliev  wero  Im 
hoys.  The  oldest  was  liorn  srvcii  months  after  her  niarria;: 
he  was  named  Juan,  and  was  like  his  mother.  Two  vim 
after  they  came  to  Paris  her  second  son  was  horn;  he  r 
somhleil  Dinrd  and  .luati.i.  hut  he  was  more  like  Di:  r 
whose  names  he  hope,  duan.i  had  friven  the  most  tender  ( :i 
to  little  Francisco.  Vnr  the  five  years  of  his  life,  i 
mother  was  ah-orhed  in  this  chili!;  he  had  more  than  li 
share  of  kisses  and  caresse-  and  playthinirs ;  and  hesidos  a: 
heyoiid  all  this,  his  mother'-  penetratiuLT  eves  watched  In 
continually.  Juana  studied  his  character  even  in  the  oratl' 
notieinL'  heedfullv  his  cries  ntul  niovi  riient^.  thai  slie  mij' 
direct  his  education.  Juana  seemed  to  have  hut  that  o- 
child.  'Vho  IVoveinal,  seeitu:  that  Juan  was  almost  neorlecl. 
began   to  take  notice  of  the  older  hoy.      He  would   net 
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:..niM.  (  who  l.r  ,„,.  IM.I..  .,„..  u.,  ,|,„  oirsprinix  of  th.  sl.ort- 

^"•'1    "vunairtn  ^UnH,  l„.  .,u.,|  .I,,.,,....,,,!  bva,H..<vof 

ntlatt..rvM,a.i..MMn.n  in^  U.nj.nnn,.    Of  .n'th,.  rarr  i„- 

"■'""...  of   [.u.s,nn>   ulu.l,    ,„v^,,|    „( |,„,,    m,„„     ,),„^,i 

i    tl'^'   satm.    vrli., ,„,„.,.   ,,n,l    ini..n>,iv    tl,,,!    La    Mararu 

.'U...w,.forlu.rrh,M,„ih,.  liM  part  nf  ,ln_,on  •  hut  to 

I    ov..  >h,.  a(M...|   a  ;^ran..u.  .1..|h,„.v   of  {.rUu,:  a  .nnrk 

■'    ™   ':";"P'-<'lH'n.-.on   of  tl,..   .„i,,l    virt.H<   that    ,t    ha.l 

^'  iHTpn.k,  t.,  pra,t,<..,  ,„  wln.h  .!,,.  l,,.i  , ■,,,,,,),,,,,  ,,.,.,,„,, 

■-_"-.      111;.  S...TC-1  thou.rh,   .,(•   ,i,r  ,„nM.M.,„i.u„   fniniHM.nt 

'"'  """i^  .'^f  "..>tl...rh,.o,l    ha,|    ],..,.„   a   .,,,.1.   ..I,,,,,  ,„    of 

■   ry  that.  Nt   ,ts  i,„p.v.s.,„   |„   Mara,>a-sl,f..:  hut  .(nana 

,,    '''    '"•   "   '""""■'•  "["•"ly.   It    wa.   l,..r   liourlv   ,nn-nlati,.„ 

1^  r  ..wn  muth.r  ha.l  l,....„  vtr.uou.  a.  o,|,,,r  w,,n,,.n  an.  ..riM,: 
■'I.  I'V  st,.a  111 ;  >lu.  ha.l  slol,,,  Iht  illi.ii  l,a,,pin,....  sIm-  ha.l 

■•Iw.nntal  th..sw....,„..,s  „f  .,...,„...  p..s...H,.n.  Hut  .(nana, 
^^'"-"  iif"  of  virt.H.  uas  a.  ,i,va,v  a.  h.T  moth,.,--,  lif..  .,f 
^  ".  kn.u'  ,.v,.ry  hour  th..  itu.flahk.  j,.ys  f..r  ulmh  that  nn.th.T 

'•;      o,,.,.d,nva,n      F..rh..r.asfurUMarana.  M.,.th,.rh.,..l 
-  "i„M.d  wp  all  oarthlv  air,.,.ti,.n,  an.l  h.nh  tli.-  Marana<  fm, 
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.  V''<iU.  (■au...sluul  Intt.  thi.  u„..  „„,tn,.t  i„  tl„.ir  .l,..„h„,n„ 
-rhaps   .humas   l,nv   uas   tl,..   Mr,,,,.,.,-.   h,.,,,„s...   .h„i    n„t 

^•'";''  '^"  <>""■'•  l"^-'.  1"T  rhil.lr..,,  I„.,.a,n..  all  in  all  U,  h.r 
"'"'  '"■"'"^^■;'  "obh.  pas>i,.„  ha^  ,hw  i„  :...nn„.n  with  vi,-,.- 
:  .rows  In-  w  a,  it  .V..,ls  „p„„.  Tl„.  .noth-r  a:.,!  ,!,.■  .amhlcr 
•!''•  alik..  iiisatial.l... 

•'nana  wa~,ou..!...ll,vnH..,.n,.ro,,.p,Ho„  ..,,,„,,,,,  ,,^^^^ 
■f  u  s  h,.a,  hv  l..,nr.  latlH.riy  atf....,,,,,.  a,„l  th..n,...for- 
;:    ■'■'  ""■  'vlaiion.  l„.tuv,„  hiNhaix!  a,„l  uif,.  uvtv  ,.!,a„ 1- 

!■■■  """'■'■^^  "!'"•''  "i'"'i"^  ^M^.H-h  wif.  h,.„i  ,,,k-„„  i„  ",„■„; 

,:    '''■^^-•"■^'■"t'lntv..nlv.  at.M.a,!....,,  an,|-in,,.r-f,...l,„,. 

'"•'"■'■"    !'■>-    iM.MMw,.,,,,,.,,,    i„    |„.    ii,-,,    ,(•   (i,K|„,„„,   .„„j 

;     -HH..],,.  ..1,,,,.,.     ,.,,,.,„„.  ,.„   1„.  ,„,,,   ,,„,   ,„,,„,,„„, 

-    liHa.rof  n,„„|   |„„    ,,,,,  .,„,,,,,„„_  ,,„,,„^^  ,^^,^^^  ^^^^^1^. 

■■••  lov.Ml   h„„:  h„t.  .n>h,..kilv.   Dianr-  ..hara.-t.r  h..|o, i] 

■      '.■■•  '|..i.-k-u-,tic,i  souther,,  ivp...  that  has  m  .  onti,u,it  v'in 
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its  idoas;  siuh  iricn  will  be  capalilc  of  lioroic  actions  over- 
night, and  .-ink  into  iinnrntitics  nn  the  iiinrrow;  often  they 
arc  niailc  t(>  siilfcr  f^r  ilirir  virtivs.  oft.'ii  llii'ir  worst  de- 
fects flint rilnitf  to  their  success;  and  for  the  rest,  they  are 
great  when  their  udod  <|iialities  are  pressed  into  the  service 
of  an  iintlai^Liin;:  will.  i-"or  two  years  Diard  had  l)ceii  a  pris- 
oner in  his  home,  a  prisom^r  hound  Ity  the  sweetest  of  all 
chains.  Ife  lived.  ;\liiio-t  a.train^t  his  will,  beneath  the  in- 
fluence of  <i  wife  who  kejit  him  amused,  and  was  alway- 
bright  and  cheerful  for  him.  a  wife  who  devoted  all  Ikt 
powers  of  co<pietry  to  heguilin;:-  him  into  the  ways  of  virtue; 
and  vet  all  lnr  ingenuity  could  not  deceive  him.  and  he 
knew  this  was  not  love. 

Just  alnuit  that  time  a  murder  caused  a  great  .^ensatiein 
in  Paris.  .\  captain  of  the  armies  of  the  l?eptd)lic  had  killed 
a  woiuan  in  a  paroxysm  of  debauch(>ry.  Diard  told  the 
storv  to  ,1  liana  when  he  came  home  to  dine.  The  otFicer.  he 
said,  had  taken  iiis  own  life  to  avoid  the  ignominy  of  a  trial 
and  the  infamous  death  of  a  criminal.  At  fir^t  duana  could 
not  uuiler-tand  the  reason  for  his  conduct,  and  her  husband 
was  obliged  to  explain  to  her  the  admirabh'  ])rovision  of 
the  French  law.  which  takes  no  proceedings  against  the  dead. 

"But.  [Kipa.  didn't  you  tell  us  the  other  day  that  the  Kinj; 
can  pardon  anybody?"  asked   Francisco. 

"TIk!  King  can  only  grant  I  If''."  said  Juan,  nestled. 

Diard  and  Juana  watt  lied  this  little  scene  with  very  dif- 
ferent ffidings.  The  tears  of  happiness  in  Jiana's  eyes  a> 
she  glanced  at  her  oldest  boy  let  her  husliand  -t-e  with  fatal 
clearness  into  the  real  secrets  of  that  hitherto  inscrutabli 
heart,  lier  older  boy  \va.<  Juana's  own  child;  Juana  knew 
his  natcrr;  ^he  was  sure  of  him  and  of  hi-  I'lilure:  she  wor- 
-hiped  him.  and  her  great  love  was  a  secret  known  only  tf 
her  fliild  ami  to  (led.  Jii,;n.  in  his  ■secret  heart,  gladly  en- 
dured hi-  nidthei'-;  sharp  -peechcs.  Wh.tt  if  she  seemed  t' 
frown  upiiii  him  in  the  ]m'-ence  of  hi-  f.i'lu'r  and  brother 
ulun  -he  showered  pa--ionate  ki--e<  upon  him  when  thi'\ 
Were  alone?     Fraiuisco  was  Diard's  child,  and  Juana's  can 
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•M'.int   thnt  sho  wisliPd  to  .h.ck  tl.o  .^routl,  nf  his   father". 
^iill>  111  hmi.  an.l  to  (lev..!,,,,  his  •^,huI  ,,uaIitic-< 

•'.|.TKK  .mrn„M.io,,s  that  .hr  had  spok.n  too  phnnly  in  that 
■i.aneo  ook  httk-  l-rancis<o  o„  h.r  kn.v:  an.!,  hor  swoot 
-I.-.'  fa  torin^^  soHH.what  ui,h  th.  .da.lnfss  that  .I„an'.  an- 
-  »'^';'""  rauscl  h..r  -rave  th.  younger  boy  tho  toadiinir  suifd 
I"  Ills  c-hildish  niiiid. 

'•His  training  requires  groat  earo/'  tlie  father  said,  speak- 
i.'ig  to  ,luana.  ' 

-Hut  .hiiin:" 

'I'l'«'  t"""/"  "■'•'^•'i  tho  tu-o  words  were  utter.d  startled 
Mine.   J),ard.     Siie  looked  up  at   her  Inwhand 

';.ruau  was  horn  perfeetion,-  I,,,  ad.l.d.  and  having  ,hus 
.!.;  uere.  Inn.self,  he  sat  down,  and  looked  ,doo,nilv',t  his 
'■n  0^  She  was  sdent  so  he  went  on,,  "You  love  one' of  your 
'  nldren  more  than  the  other."' 

'"Vou  know  it  ouite  well,""  she  said. 

'•-Vor  ret  .d  Diard.  "l/ntH  this  moment  I  did  not 
M1..W  whieh  oi  ihein  you  loved  the  nio^t  " 

'"Hut  neither  of  them  l.,.s  as  yet  cau.sed  me  any  sorrow" 
-"■''  answered  quickly. 

"•Xo,  but  whieh  of  them  has  given  vou  more  iovs  v  ,,^ 
•!-i;iil  still  more  quiekly.  ' 

"f  have  not  kept  anv  reekonina  of  them  *' 

'•\Vomen  are  very  deeeitful  !"•  eried  Diard.  "Do  von  dare 
"■  tell  me  that  Juan  is  not  the  darling  of  your  he.rf'"" 

-And  ,f  h,.  w.Te."'  she  sai.l.  with  gentle  dignitv,  "do  vou 
'    •H!  that  It  would  be  a  misfortune?" 

-Vou  have  never  love.l  me!  If  you  had  chosen,  I  might 
'    ■-.  won  kingdoms  for  you  with  my  sword.     You  know  all 

.!  1  have  tried  to  do.  sustained  bv  one  thought— a  lontrin-r 
;    )t^i   might   care   for   mo.      .\h !   jf  you    had   but   loved 

—  A  woman  who  loves."     ,id  Juana.  ''live,  in  .olitude  fa- 
.    .fi.  the  world,     [s  not  that  what  v,-o  are  doi„>,-' 
"Oh!  I  know,  Juana,  that  you  are  never  in  tho  wrong" 
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The  wnrd,^.  spoken  with  such  iniciisc  l)ittorno?s,  hrouirli 
about  .1  coldiR'ss  lii'twcrn  them  that  histcd  the  rest  of  thcii 
lives. 

On  the  nioiTow  of  that  fatal  day,  Diard  sou^lit  out  oiu 
of  liis  old  cronies,  and  with  him  souirlu  distraction  at  tin 
puninir-tahle.  T'nliukily.  he  won  a  <<reat  deal  of  money 
and  he  l)e,Lraii  to  play  ivunlariy.  Little  hy  little  he  slipiie< 
back  into  his  old  dissipated  life.  After  a  short  time  he  w 
longer  dined  at  home.  .\  few  niontlis  wi-re  spent  in  tlie  en 
jovineiit  <if  the  lirst  ]ileasures  (d"  frcednm;  he  niaile  up  hi; 
nund  tiiat  he  would  nnt  part  with  it,  left  tlie  lar^'e  apart 
Hicnts  (d'  the  liouse  to  liis  wife,  and  tnok  up  his  abode  sejin 
ratelv  on  the  mln'sul.  \\\  tlie  end  <d'  the  year  Diard  am 
Juana  oidy  met  luiee  a  day — at  breakfast  time. 

In  a  few  wonls,  like  all  <:aud)lers.  he  had  runs  of  jrooi 
and  bad  luck:  imt  as  he  was  reluctant  to  touch  his  capita! 
he  wished  to  have  entire  control  of  their  income,  and  hi 
wife  accordin,i:!v  ceased  to  take  any  ])art  in  the  niana.iremon 
of  the  household  economy.  Mistrust  had  succei'ded  to  th' 
boundless  confidence  tliat  he  had  once  placed  in  her.  .\s  t- 
nionev  matler>.  which  had  formerly  bi'cn  arran,i:ed  liy  botl 
husliand  and  wife,  he  adopted  the  plan  (d'  a  monthly  allow 
ance  for  her  own  expenses;  they  settled  the  amount  of  i 
tofrether  in  tlu'  last  of  the  conlidential  talks  that  form  on 
of  the  most  attractive  charms  of  ruarria,Lre. 

Tlie  barrier  of  silence  between  two  hearts  is  a  real  divorrr 
accomplished  on  the  day  when  iuisband  and  wife  say  in:  ii 
lonpT.  When  tiiat  day  came.  Juana  knew  that  she  was  n 
lonirer  a  wife,  but  a  mother:  she  was  not  unha])py.  and  di^ 
not  seek  to  jzuess  the  reason  of  the  misfortune.  It  was 
".Treat  pity.  Children  cons(didate,  as  it  were,  the  lives  n 
tlu'ir  parents,  and  the  life  that  her  husband  led  apart  wn 
to  weave  sadness  and  amruish  for  others  as  well  as  for  .Tuaii; 
Diard  lost  no  timi'  in  makimr  use  of  his  newly  reiraiii' 
libertv;  he  played  liiLd!.  and  lost  and  won  enormous  suni' 
lie  was  a  ir'xtd  and  bold  player,  and  ijaiiied  a  jrnat  reput;! 
lion.     The  resiteet  which  lie  had  failed  to  win  in  socictv  i 
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tho  dnvH  of  the  Empiro  was  jiccordod  now  to  the  wealth  that 
wa>  risked  upon  a  frrceii  tablr,  to  a  talent  for  all  and  any 
of  the  frames  of  ehanee  of  that  period.  Ainhassadors, 
financiers,  men  with  lar^e  fortunes,  jaded  i)!easure-seekers 
m  qnest  of  excitement  and  extreme  sensations,  admired 
I'lnlV  play  at  their  Hubs;  they  rarelv  asked  him  to  their 
!i  'nses,  but  they  all  played  uitli  him."  Diard  became  the 
■  :-lnon.  Once  or  twice  diirinjr  the  winter  his  indc|.endent 
-irit  led  him  to  ^rive  a  fete  to  return  tlie  courtoies  that  he 
.'.. 'I  received,  and  by  glimpses  .luana  saw  sometiiinir  of  society 
i-.im:  there  was  a  brief  return  of  balls  and  han(|iiets.  of 
::\ury  and  brilliantly-lifrhted  rooms;  but  all  ihe.-;e  thinjrs  she 
n -arded  as  a  sort  of  duty  levied  upon  her  happiness  and 
M'litude. 

The  queen  of  these  hi.irh  festivals  appeared  in  them  like 
H.nie  creature  fallen  from  an  unknown  world.  Her  sim- 
f'iMly  that  nothin;.'  had  spoiled,  a  certain  maidenliness  of 
-^^il  with  which  the  chan.ired  conditions  of  her  life  had  in^ 
\-ted  her,  her  beauty,  her  unalTected  niode^tv,  won.  sincere 
iilniiration.  Rut  Juami  saw  few  women  among  her  guests; 
^Hid  it  was  plain  to  her  mind  that  if  her  husl)and  had  ordered 
ii  -  life  differently  without  taking  her  into  his  confidence, 
h"  had  not  risen  in  the  esteem  of  the  world. 

I'iard  was  not  always  lucky.  In  three  vears  lie  liad  snuan- 
'!  r,d  three-fourths  of  his  fortune:  but"  he  drew  from  his 
M-^- ion  for  gambling  sutlicient  energy  to  satisfy  it.  He  had  a 
li.'e  circle  of  ac(|uaintance,  and  was  hand-and-glove  with 
';-;ain  swindlers  on  the  Stock  Kxchange— gentry  who.  since 
'::■•  Hevolution,  have  established  the  principle  that  robbery 
'  a  large  scale  is  a  mere  pemulillo,  transferring  to  the  lan- 
:::..ig.>  of  the  counting-hou.se  the  brazen  epithets  of  the  license 
'  '  'hi'  eighteenMi  century. 

I'iard  became  a  speculator,  engaged  in  the  peculiar  kinds 
''■  luisinoss  described  as  ".sha,ly*-  j,,  the  slang  of  the  I'alais. 
il  •  managed  to  get  hold  of  [M.nr  wretclu's  ignorant  of  com- 
'■  rual  red-tape,  and  weary  of  everlasting  proceedings  in 
1  luidation;  he  would  buy  up  their  claims  on  the  debtor's 
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cstMtc  fur  n  sinnll  sum,  arniiip'  the  matter  with  tlio  a; 
si<:iii'('s  in  tiic  cnur-i-  nf  an  evening',  ami  ilividc  tlir  spoil  wit 
the  lattiT.  When  li(Hi('lial)h'  ilclit-  wen-  imt  to  he  fo"  ' 
ho  lodki'd  ont  I'm-  lloatiii!;  dciil.-:  he  unearthed  and  r(  e 
elaims  in  alM'\an(c  in  l'",iir(i|K'  and  America  ami  uneivilizc 
comilries.  \Mien  al  the  Kc-turatiun  the  debts  incnrre(l  hy  th 
jirinces,  the  1.'.  puhlic.  and  the  I-^mpire  were  all  ]>aid,  he  too 
commissions  on  loans,  on  eoiitraets  for  puhlie  works  and  or 
terprises  of  all  kinds.  In  short,  he  eommitleil  lejxal  robhor; 
like  map--  amither  carefully  masked  delimjuent  iK-hind  tli 
scenes  in  the  theatre  of  ])olitics.  Such  thefts,  if  perpetrate 
hy  the  li;,dit  of  a  street  lamp,  would  send  the  luckless  o 
fender  to  the  hulks:  hut  th(>re  is  a  virtue  in  the  glitter  > 
chandeliers  and  j:ilded  ceiiinirs  that  absolves  the  crimes  con 
mitted  beneath  th<'m. 

Diani  forestalled  and  reirrated  sn<iars:  he  sold  places;  t 
him  beloiifrs  the  cre<lit  of  the  invention  of  the  irnnninfj-pan 
ho  installed  hiy-fiuures  in  lucrative  posts  that  must  ho  iti'l 
for  a  time  to  secure  still  better  positions.  Then  he  fell  t 
moditatiiiir  on  bounties;  he  studied  the  loop-holes  of  the  lav 
and  carried  on  contraband  trades  against  wliicli  no  provisie 
liad  been  made.  This  tratlic  in  high  places  may  bo  brietl 
described  as  a  >ort  of  commission  agency;  lie  received  "j 
much  per  cent"  on  the  purchase  of  fifteen  votes  which  passe 
in  a  single  niirht  from  the  benches  on  the  loft  to  the  l)enclu 
on  the  right  of  the  legislative  chandxT.  In  those  days  sue 
things  are  tk  ither  mi>demeanors  nor  felony;  e.\-i)loiting  ir 
diistry,  the  art  of  government,  financial  genius — those  ai 
the  names  by  which  they  are  called. 

Public  opinion  put  Diard  in  the  pillory,  where  more  tha 
one  clever  man  stood  already  to  keep  him  company;  there,  ir 
deed,  you  will  find  the  aristovracy  of  this  kinil  of  talent- 
the  rp]ier  Chamber  of  civilized  ra.scality. 

Diard,  therefore.  \va<  no  commonplace  gambler,  no  vulgn 
spendthrift  who  end-  his  career,  in  melodramas,  as  a  hegga 
.\bove  a  certain  social  altitud<'  that  kind  of  gambler  is  w 
to  be  found.     In  these  davs  a  bold  scoundrel  of  this  kind  wi 
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':.•  frloriously  in  the  luinicss  of  vico  in  all  the  trappini^r^  of 

(vss:  he  will  blow  out  his  hrains  in  a  coach  and  six.  and 

1    that    has    hcca    intrusted    to    liini    vanislus    with    him. 

'  .!rd"s  taiciit  ilctcrniinod  him  not  to  hny  remorse  too  eheaplv, 

!  he  joined  this  privile-cd  class.     lie  learned  all  th(>  spring's 

:  Government,  made  himself  ac.piain'.ed  with  all  the  seoreN 

:  1  the  weaknesses  of  men  in  olliic,  and  held  his  o\ni  in  the 

•  "V  furnace  into  which  he  had  cast  himself. 

Mine.  Diard  knew  notliiii;,'  of  the  infernal  life  that  her  hu.s- 
■id  led.  She  was  well  (.uitent  to  he  iicLdccted,  and  did 
•  pnnder  overmuch  die  iva-^ons  for  his  ncLdeet.  Ilcr  time 
.-  too  well  fill.Ml.     She  devot.  <1  all  the  moncv  that  <he  had 

•  tlie  education  of  her  children;  a  v.'iv  el.'vcr  tutor  was 
.::i^^ed  for  them,  hesides  various  nuisters.  She  meant  to 
ike  men  of  her  ho\s,  to  develop  in  them  the  facultv  of 
.-"ninjr  clearly,  hut  not  at  the  e.xpense  of  their  imatrinative 

'■rs.  Xothin;:  atfeeted  her  now  save  throuLdi  her  children. 
.1  her  own  colorless  life  depressed  lier  no  Ioniser,  duan 
•!  Francisco  were  for  her  what  children  arc  for'a  time  for 
;Mv  mothers— a  sort  of  expansion  of  her  own  .-xistence. 
.ird  had  come  to  he  a  mere  accidt^nt   in   li,.r  lif...     Since 

rd  had  ceased  to  he  a  father  and  the  head  of  the  family. 

•iinjr  hound  duana  to  her  luishand  any  lon<rer,savea  re;rard 

'•  appearances   deiiuinded    hy   social   conventions:   yet'^she 

-i-ht  nf.  her  children  to  respect  their  father.  >hadowv  and 

■  r'al  as  that  fatherhood  had  bi>come:  indeed,  her  luisl.and's 

linual   ai)sence   from   home   help(>d   her   to   maintain   the 

■  .'11  of  his  hi,<:h  character.     If  Diard  had  lived  in  the  house, 
■  luanaV  elforts   nni'^t   have  heen    in  vain.      Her  cliildrcn 

!v  too  quick  and  hriirht  not  to  judpe  their  father,  and  thi.s 

■v-;  is  a  moral  parricide. 

\l  lemrth.  liou-ever.  Juana's  indifTerenee  clian.L'ed  to  a  feel- 

.'  of  dread.     She   t\'lt   that  sooner  or  later  her  hn>hand's 

■ner  of  life  must    all'ect   the  childr.'iiV   future.      Hay   hy 

ihat  old  jtresentimenf  of  cominir  e\  il  Leathered  definiteness 

'  -tron^rth.     On   the  rare  occasions  when   duana  saw  her 

-  .and,  she  would  glance  at  his  hollow  cheeks,  at  his  face 
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pnuvii  JKiiriranl  \villi  tlic  viirils  lie  kept,  and  wrinkled  \v 
violent  ciinitions ;  and  Diard  almost  tnMnl)l<'d  hct'orc  i 
(Icar,  jicnctratitiir  eycj.  At  smh  times  her  husband's  assuni 
^'aietv  alarmed  \ur  even  more  than  the  dark  look  that  1 
face  wore  in  repose,  when  for  a  moment  he  ha])pened  \o  U 
fret  the  part  tliat  he  was  ])layin;r'.  He  feared  his  wife  as  t 
criminal  fears  tiie  iieadsman.  duana  saw  in  him  a  disjrr; 
on  her  ehildren"s  name;  and  Diard  dreaded  her.  she  was  ii 
some  passionless  \'en.<:eance,  a  .Justice  with  \inchanf,'i 
brows,  witli  the  arm  that  sIkjuUI  one  day  strike  always  si 
pended  aijo\('  him. 

One  day.  about  iifteen  years  after  his  marria.ije.  Din 
found  himself  without  resources.  He  owed  a  hundred  th' 
sand  crowns,  and  was  possessed  of  a  l)are  hundred  tliousa 
francs.  His  mansion  (all  that  he  jjossessed  beside  rea 
money)  was  mortira^'ed  beyond  its  value.  A  few  more  da 
and  the  prestige  of  enormous  wealth  must  fade;  and  wli 
tho.se  days  of  grace  had  expired,  no  heli)ing  liand  would 
stretched  out.  no  purse  would  lie  o])en  for  him.  Nothing  I 
unlooked-for  luck  could  save  him  now  from  the  slough  ii 
which  he  must  fall;  and  he  would  but  sink  the  deeper  in 
men  would  scorn  him  the  more  because  for  awhile  they  li 
estimated  him  at  more  than  his  just  value. 

Very  opportunely,  therefore,  he  learned  that  with  the  1 
ginning  (d'  the  season  di])lomatists  and  foreigners  of  distil 
tion  llockeil  to  watering-jilaces  in  the  Pyrenees,  that  play  r 
high  at  these  resorts,  and  that  the  visitors  were  doubtless  w 
able  to  ])ay  their  losings.  So  he  determined  to  set  out  at  oi 
for  the  I'yrenees.  He  had  no  Tuind  to  leave  his  wife  in  Par 
siuue  of  his  creditors  might  enlighten  her  as  to  his  awkw.i 
])osition.  and  1h'  wished  to  keep  it  secret,  so  he  took  .Tun 
and  the  two  chiblren.  He  would  not  allow  the  tutor  to 
with  them,  ami  ma.de  some  dilliculties  about  .Tuana's  ma 
who,  with  a  single  man-servant,  composed  their  travel! 
suite.  His  tone  was  curt  and  ])eremptor)' ;  his  energv  seem 
to  have  returned  to  him.  'I'his  hasty  journey  sent  a  slii\ 
of  dread  to  .juana's  soul;  her  penetration  was  at  fault,  < 
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'  'uld  not  ima;:ino  tlu-  why  .ni.l  wh.Tcforc  of  tlioir  1,.;,vim.' 
i'.ns.     Her  Inishand  s.M.iacd  to  In-  in  hash  spirits  on  tli..  w.n- 

■  r.l  'Umu<r  ,)„,  ,,„„.  ,j„,,„  ,„^,,.,i„.,  p,,rf„r,.p  j„  ,|,„  ,,.,,,.|,,„; 

■  .rriM-,..  ho  took  (Moro  nnd  nioro  notico  of  tho  cliildr..,,  ;,„d 
".!>  iMoiv  i<indly  to  tho  ohildron's  moihor.  And  vn— ..v.iv 
:  iv  hrou-ht  now  and  dark  loivhodin-s  tn  .luana.  tllo  fnivhod'- 

■  '  -'-  ot  a  tnoihcr-s  heart.  Tho.,'  inward  warnin-s.  even  wh.'U 
•■■!■'■  IS  no  apparent  reas.m  for  them,  are  .-el,!.,,,,  vain,  and 
•      V(  il  that  hides  the  future  ,i:rows  thin  for  a  iimth.^r^  eye. 

"'■"•'1  t""l<  a  hou-^e.  not   hir-e.  hnt   v.rv  nieelv   furnished 
-  Miated   111  one  of  the  .|.nete>l    parts  of   Hurdeanv       It    h  ip- 
i"  nod  to  he  a  e.,rner  hou.e  w,th  a  lar-e  -arden.  snrmunded 
'    liiree  skL-s  iiy  ..treets,  and  „u   the   fuiirth   l,v   the  uall  of 
:   ne,;rhl.onn.:  dweliin-       Diard    paid    the   rent    i„    advanee 
'-I  installed  his  wife  and   faniilv.  l..avin-  .luana  fiftv  Inuis 
:   -urn   barely  sullieient    to   nuvt    the   houseke..pin.'  expm^es 
!->•  three  months.      Mme.   Diard   made  no  eumnieni   on   this 
:'iuo„ted   ni^rjrardliness.     When   her  hu>hand   told   her  that 
"   uas  about  to  po  to  the  Raths.  an<l  that  she  was  to  remain 
::    P.ordean.x-.  she  made  up  her  mind  that  the  ehildren  should 

■  ini  the  Spanish  and  Italian  laniruaL^os  thorou-ldv  and 
'  :;i  they  should  read  with  her  the  ^^eat  ma>terpieees  of 
'  -ler  tongue. 

With  this  object  in  view.  JuanaV  life  should  be  retired 
^-  !  simple,  and  m  eons.Mpience  her  expens.'s  would  be  frw 
]■■'  own  woman  waited  upon  them:  ami.  to  simplifv  the 
'!-i-ekeepinp,  she  arran-red  on  the  morrow  of  Diard's  de- 
!;'rtiire  to  have  their  meals  s(>nt  in  from  a  restaurant  Kverv- 
p'Mir  was  provided  for  until  Ii.t  husband's  return,  an.l  she 
!i  i  no  money  left.  Her  amusements  must  eonsi^t  in  oeea- 
-  !ial  walks  with  the  ehildren.  Sh.>  was  now  a  w.unau  ..f 
■■  "v-three:  her  beauty  had  developed  to  its  fulh-t  e\t,.„t 
■  was  HI  the  full  splendor  of  her  matnritv.  Seareelv  ha.1 
•U'peared    in   Rord(>aiix   before   people  talke.l   of   n/.fhin- 


tlie  lovely  Spanish  ladv.     She  ree.'ived  a  firr-t 


love-letter. 


':'  i  theneeforth  eonfined  her  walks  t(»  Ii.t  own  i:arden. 
\!  first  Diard  had  a  run  of  luck  at  the  Baths.     He  wuq 
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tlircc  hiin<lro(l  thniisaiul  fnincs  in  two  months;  hut  it  ncv 
occurred  to  iiiiii  to  send  any  money  to  his  wife,  lie  meant 
keep  as  hirp'  a  sum  as  possihie  hy  liim,  and  to  play  for  \ 
hi^'hcr  -takes.  Towards  the  end  of  the  last  month  a  Marchi 
di  Mdnteliore  came  to  the  iiaths,  jtrecedeil  by  a  reputation  f 
a  fiiH^  fi.u'ure.  and  ixreat  wealth,  for  the  match  that  ho  li 
made  with  an  l'.i)j:lish  lady  of  family,  and  most  of  all  for 
]ia>-ion  for  ^ramiiii:.  Diard  waiteil  for  his  old  comrade 
arms,  to  add  the  spoils  to  his  winning's.  A  ;:and)ler  wi 
something'  like  four  liuiidrcd  tlioii-and  francs  at  his  hack  c 
command  nio>t  tiiin;,fs:  Diard  felt  confident  in  his  luck,  n 
renewed  his  aecpiaintance  with  Monti'liove.  That  <;entlem 
received  him  coldly,  hut  they  played  tojiether,  and  Dia 
lost  everythin.u'. 

"Jfonteflore,  my  dear  fellow,"'  said  the  sometime  (|uart( 
master,  after  a  tarn  round  the  room  in  which  he  had  ruin 
himself.  "1  owe  vou  a  hundred  thousand  francs:  hut  1  li; 
left  my  juoney  at  liordeaux.  where  my  wife  is  stayinfj." 

As  a  nuitter  of  fact.  Diard  hail  notes  for  the  amount  in  ! 
pockets  at  that  niouient.  hut,  with  the  self-possession  of 
man  accustomed  to  take  in  all  the  possii)ilities  of  a  siti 
tion  at  a  glance,  he  >till  lio|)eil  suuiethin^'  from  the  inc 
culahle  chances  of  the  ^^aminL'-tahle.  Montefiore  had  < 
pressed  a  desire  to  see  soniethin'r  of  Rordeaux  :  and  if  Dii 
were  to  settle  at  once  with  him,  he  would  have  nothinir  It 
and  could  not  have  his  "reven.ire."'  A  "revenire"  will  sor 
times  more  than  make  i:ood  all  ]U'evions  losses.  All  th 
hurnintr  hopes  depended  on  the  answer  that  the  Marq 
mij.rht  jrive. 

"Let  it  stand,  my  dear  fellow,"  said  Montefiore;  "we  v 
po  to  Bordeaux  toixef  ner.  I  am  rich  enough  now  in  all  e( 
science:  why  should  I  take  an  old  comrade's  money?" 

Three  days  later,  Diard  and  the  Italian  were  at  Bordea 
Montefiore  offered  the  Provenqal  his  revenjie.  Tn  the  con 
of  an  evenini,'.  which  Diard  l)e>:an  hy  pavint:  doum  the  hi 
Ired  thousand  francs,  he  lost  two  hundred  thousand  m 
up<m  j)arole.     lie  was  as  light-hearted  over  his  losses  as  if 
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■M  sw.m  m  -old.      ft   was  ..lev.,.  oMo.k,  an.l  a  .Morions 

:  -It,  surrly  Moiitrfior..  must  wish  to  orratli..  tli..  IV,..!,  ,.,ir 

;^'I.T  the  ..pet.  sky,  and  to  takr  a  walk  to  cm.I  down  a  litth' 

-  r  thoe.xc.i..i,u.nt  of  play;  Dianl  sn..-('st..d  that  tlu-  llalin, 

^i.ul.l  aecoMipai.y  hi,„  to  his  house  and  take  a  cup  of  fa 

!;  •  II'  wJicn  the  inoney  was  paid  over. 

■•l?iit  Mine.  DiardI"  ,|ii(Ticd  Montefiore. 

■I 'shawl"  answered  tlie  Provencal. 

TiM'y   w,,u    (lownstairs   to,.,lM.r:    hut    before   leavin-   the 

-'■•  Diard  w..nt  into  tlu-  .linin-rooni,  ask.-d  f..r  a  -la<.  of 

-r,  and  walkr.l  about  the  ro„„,  a<  lu-  waited  for  it    '"in  this 
'-   he  nu.na...d  to  s.rrete  a  tiny  steel  knif.  with  a  handl.. 

.no  her-of-p,.arl,  sue!,  as  is  used  at  .l.-ssert    for  fruit  ;  th. 
•  MIL'  had  not  yet  luvn  put  awav  in  its  plaee 
••WluTe  do  you  livr:-"  asked  Montefiore.  asthev  erossed  the 

n  :     1   iMust   leave  word,  .«o  a.s  to  have  the  earria-'e  sent 

nd  lor  me. 

I'l^ird  gave  minute  directions. 

"!■  course    I  am  perfectly  safe  as  long  a.s  I  am  with  vou. 
"       :;    /«';'^'""t'''">'-"  i.i  a  low  voie,>,  as  he  took   Diard's 

..      n.t  If      can.,  back  by  „,ys..i;   and  some  scan,p  were 
■  '"I'ow  me,  I  should  !..■  worth  killing." 
"  riien  have  you  luoiu'v  aitout  vou  r"  " 
■•'»1>!  ...'.xt   to  nothing,"  .said"  the  cautiou.s  Italian,  "onlv 
.■   w.nmngs.      But   they  would   n,ake  a   prettv  fortune  for 
IMHuless  rascal:  ho  nught  take  brev-t  rank' as  an  honest 

n  afterwards  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  that  I  know  " 

I'lard  took  the  Italian  into  a  deserted  street.     He  had  no 

-.  the  gateway  of  a  single  house  in  it  at  the  end  of  a  sort 

-•<-ru,o  of  trees,  and  that  there  were  high  dark  walls  o„ 
;-  SKle.  .Tust  as  they  reached  the  end  of  this  road  he 
_    tl."  audacuy  to  ask  \u<  friend,  in  soldierlv  fashion,  to 

.  on.  Montefiore  understood  Diard's  meanin-  and  turned 
-^.jv.hh,m.  Soared V  had  th,.y  <et  foot  in  the  shadow. 
•n   I)  ard  .spran.r  l,ke  a   t.ger  upon   the  .Mar.,ui..  tripped 

np   boldly  set  h,s  foo,  on  his  vic.inrs  thruat.  ;,nd  phnm-d 
^rufe  again  and  again  into  his  heart,  til!  the  blade  'napped 
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(ilV  >li()rt  in  liis  hody.  'I'h^'ii  lie  <i'anlit(l  Mdnfffiorc,  tnuk 
Ills  iiioiii'V,  Iiis  |)(i{kft-l)()iik,  iiiid  cvt'rvlliiii;.'  tluit  tlic  Miiri|iiis 
had. 

Hill  tlinnj:!)  Diard  had  set  ahout  hi>  work  in  a  frcnzv  that 
li'I'i  liini  iit'rfcctly  {|car-hca(h'd.  and  cnniiilt'tt'd  it  with  thi 
(li'fliir^»  ft'  ji  pickpocket;  thoii^ii  lie  had  taken  hi~  victim 
adi'oitly  iiy  surprise.  Monteliore  had  had  time  to  >hrick  "Mur- 
der I"  oiice  or  twice,  a  shiili.  far- read) in^'  cry  tliat  must  liavc 
sent  a  thrill  oi  horror  tlirnugii  many  siccper?,  and  his  cImii^' 
^froan.-  were  fcart'iii  to  hear. 

Diard  did  not  know  that  f.'von  as  they  turned  into  \\w 
avenue  a  crowd  of  people  relurnin;:  hoiue  from  the  tlieatr.' 
had  reached  the  iijipcr  end  of  the  street.  They  had  heani 
Montefiore's  dyinjr  cries,  though  thf  Provencal  ha<i  tried  to 
stith'  tlio  sounds,  never  relaxing  the  pressure  of  his  foot  upon 
the  munU'red  man's  throat,  until  at  last  tliey  ceased. 

The  liiLdi  walls  still  echoed  with  flyitiir  groans  which  guided 
the  crowd  ti>  the  <])()t  whence  they  came.  "^Phe  sound  of  inaiiv 
feet  iilled  thi'  avenue  and  ranjr  through  Diard's  hrain.  The 
jnurderer  did  not  lose  his  head;  he  came  out  from  under  tlio 
trees,  and  walked  very  (piietly  along  the  street,  as  if  he  had 
l)Oen  drawn  thither  hy  curiosity,  and  saw  that  he  had  come  too 
late  to  he  of  any  u^e.  Jle  oven  turned  to  make  sure  of  the 
distance  that  .sej^arated  him  from  the  newcomers,  and  saw 
them  all  ru.-h  into  the  avenue,  save  one  man.  who  not  un- 
naturally stood  still  to  watch  Diard's  movements. 

"'I'hcre  he  lies  I  There  he  lies!"  shouted  voices  from  the 
avenue.  They  had  eaught  sight  of  Montofiore's  dead  hody 
in  front  of  the  gicat  house.  The  gateway  was  shut  fast. 
and  after  diligent  search  they  could  not  find  the  murderer 
in  the  alley. 

As  soon  as  he  heard  the  sho\it.  Diard  knew  that  he  h;i  1 
got  the  start;  he  seemed  to  have  the  strength  of  a  lion  in 
him  and  the  fleetness  of  a  stag;  he  hegan  to  run,  nay.  he 
flew.  He  saw.  or  fan<'ied  that  he  saw.  a  second  crowd  at 
the  other  end  of  the  road,  and  darted  down  a  side  street. 
But  even  as  he  th'd.  windows  were  opened,  and  rows  of    "ads 
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<Hlt    n(    ^tis\\l    of    tilt-    Uilldowri.    Hop    ilVoid    ttn' 

li.u    travc!  .(1   the   Icii^rth  ami    breadth  of   a 


ucre  flinist  out.  liL:lit>  an  I  -lioiitii  ;:  is-ncd  fr'>m  ov(>rv  door: 
!■>  Diiinl,  ruimini:  I'...-  <l(ar  life,  i  ,-.»mmii.  1  as  if  lie  wiTe  rusli- 
iiii:  tluNiii;.'!!  a  tiiniiilt  of  cries  and  swayinj:  lights.  As  he 
lle.1  strai;.'li»  aloiii.r  ,l„,  ,,,,„i  |„.f,,,.,.  |,j,,|_  |,j^  |,,j,^  ^,,„„i  |,|,„ 
III  siieii  UMo.)  >t,.ad  th.ii  li,.  left  the  crowd  i^'hiiul ;  but  he 
<oiilil  riot  keij' 
wat'lifiil  cvc- 
:-trect   fa>lcr  ihaii  he  .     ild  Mv 

111  the  twinkliii":  of  an  e\c.  soldiers,  jxeiidannes.  and  house- 
holders wiv  all  astir.  Sonic  in  their  zi-al  had  ^'one  to  wake 
up  Coiniiiissarie-;  of  I'ojicc.  others  stoo<J  hy  the  dead  body. 
'I'lie  alarm  s|i  cad  out  into  the  siihiirh-  in  the  direction  of  the 
fu^ritive  (whoi  it  followed  like  a  coiitla;:ration  from  street 
to  street)  and  into  the  heart  of  the  town,  where  it  r-'aohod 
the  authorities.  Diard  lieard  as  in  a  dream  the  hiurvintj 
feet,  the  vdN  of  ;,  uliujc  horror-stricken  eity.  Hut  his  ideas 
were  still  clear:  he  still  prc-cr\ed  his  jiresence  of  mind,  and 
he  rubbed  his  hamis  a,!,'ain>t  the  walls  as  he  ran. 

At  la-t  he  reached  the  trardeti-wall  of  liis  own  uouse.  He 
thou^dil  that  he  had  thrown  his  pursuers  olT  the  seent.  "he 
phic.'  wa-^  perfectly  sileni  save  for  the  far-ofT  murmur  of  the 
city.  !-caicely  louder  there  than  the  sound  of  the  s"a.  He 
dip|ied  his  hand<  into  a  ninnd  of  dear  water  anr  drank. 
Then,  looking'  about  bin,,  he  saw  a  lieap  of  loose  stones  hy  the 
roadside,  and  ha.-t.'iied  to  bury  his  spoils  beneath  it,  aeting 
on  some  dim  notion  sueli  as  eios.-^es  a  criminal's  mind  whon 
he  has  iiut  yet  found  a  eon.sistent  tale  to  aeeouiit  f.-r  his 
actions,  and  hopes  to  establish  his  innocence  bv  lack  of  proofs 
a^'ainst  him.  When  thi<  was  accomplished,  he  tried  to  look 
serem-  and  calm,  forced  a  smile,  an'  knocked  ^'entlv  at  his 
own  door,  hopin-r  that  no  one  had  seen  him.  Ho  looked  up 
at  the  house  front  and  saw  a  lijrht  in  his  wife's  windows. 
And  then  in  his  a;:itation  of  -pirit  vision-^  of  .luana's  penecful 
life  rose  b.  fore  him:  he  s;i  ,v  her  -ittin<r  there  i-  the  .ndle- 
lipht  with  her  ebildren  m,  cither  ^  •■•  of  her.  and  the  visiua 
smote  his  brain  like  a  blow  from  a  iiammer.     'I'h,    waiting- 
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woman  oiprnnl  tin-  i|...i|-.  Iimnl  cfitinil.  iind  lu-tily  ^hn!  it  to 
;i;.'iiiii.  Ilc(l;iri'il  to  l.nallic  iiiorc  Irccly.  Kiit  In'  irniciiiliinil 
that  lie  w.H  ccv  I  ltd  Willi  iicr-|iira!  ion,  ainl  -iiil  tin'  man  I  up  to 
.luaiia.  while  iir  >tau''l  hrldw  ill  iln'  il.irkiir--.  ||o  wi|Hii  In, 
I'aii'  with  a  haiiiikrnlinl'  ami  >r!  hi-  rlntlu's  in  order,  a-  a  cox- 
coml)  smoiithc^  hi-  cimI  lu't'oic  caniiii:  upon  a  pn'tty  viman; 
then  I'or  a  moment  he  -lood  in  the  mouidiLrht  examiiiiiiL'  hi'^ 
liand>:  he  pa.— et|  them  o\er  hi-  I'aee,  and  uiiii  iin-peakalile 
joy  I'oiind  ihal  ihei'e  wa>  no  Iraee  nf  hliKid  upon  him.  dmiht- 
li'ss  his  victim'-  woiimls  had  hied   internally. 

He  Weill  up  to  Juana"-  rouin,  and  hi-  manner  was  a-  <|uiel 
and  fom|iosed  a-;  il'  hi'  had  come  home  after  the  theatre,  t" 
sleep.  .\-  he  eliiiilied  the  staii'^,  he  eould  think  over  hi- 
positioii.  and  -iimmed  it  up  in  a  phra-e-  he  mu-t  leave  the 
hoii-e  and  reach  the  haihur.  These  idea-  did  not  cros<  hi- 
hrain  in  words;  he  saw  them  written  in  letters  of  fire  upon 
till'  darkness.  (Mice  down  at  the  harhor.  he  could  lie  in 
hidiiiL'  diiriiiL'  the  day.  ami  return  at  iiitrht  for  his  trejisiire; 
then  he  winild  ereeji  with  it  like  a  rat  into  the  hold  of  some 
vessel,  and  leave  the  port,  no  one  siispectiiiL'  that  lie  was  on 
hoard.  i'"or  all  tlie-e  thiiiL's  money  was  wanted  in  the  fir-t 
plaie.  And  he  had  nothinj:.  The  waitinL'-wom;iii  came  with 
a  li^'Iit. 

"Felieie."  he  said,  "do  yon  not  hear  that  noise?  people  are 
shontin^'  in  the  street,  (io  ami  find  out  what  it  is  and  let 
me  know " 

His  wife  in  her  white  dre--inir-tro\\  ii  was  sittintr  at  a  tahie, 
roadinL'  Cervantes  in  Spani-h  with  Francisco  and  Juan:  tlie 
two  children's  eyes  followed  the  te\t  while  their  mother  read 
alouil.  .Ml  three  of  them  stopped  and  looked  up  at  Diard. 
who  <toiid  with  his  hand-  in  his  pockets,  surprised  perhaps 
hy  the  surroundimrs.  the  peaceful  scene,  the  fair  faces  of 
the  woman  and  the  children  in  the  softlv-lit  room.  It  was 
like  a  livin-'  picture  ui  a  .Madonna  with  her  son  and  the  little 
Saint  dolin  on  either  -ide. 

'".'liana.  1  have  something  to  sav  to  vou." 

"What  iji  hy"  she  a.sked.     In  her  hushand's  wan  and  sallow 
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■  -••  -hi'  r.',iil  ih.    n.u-  d'  liu,  ,  .il.iiiiilv  ilmt  -Iw  liad  .■xpocto.l 
.l.iiiy  :  it  IiikI  cuiih'  at  l,i,-t. 

••NoIIiiiil:.  I.nr  1  ^liuuhl  like  \<>  .|,,ak  to  von— to  von.  i|iiitc 

.il^nc."  illli]    ll.'   Ii\ri|   III-  rvc-  oil   the   t  Wo   litlli-   lir,,v 

••Co  to  \onr  rnoni.  mv  (larliiii:-,  ami  l'o  to  Ijnl,"  -aid  .Iiiaiia. 
■>iiv   \(ini-  |ira\i  r-  wiihoin    nif." 

I'h.'  I'Ao  Im.vs  Weill  auav  \n  Hl.ii.r.  wiili  the  iiiiiiHjiiiMtnv 
hfihi  iiie  .if  cliiMnn  who  have  hc.-ri  wdl  liroii;:lit  m,. 
•■|>rar  .liiaiia."*  I)iar.l  In^'aii   iii  coaxiiiu'  toiir>.  "I   |,.ft    \oii 
\crv  little  iimiiey.  ami   1   am   \erv  -orrv   for  it    now.      I.i-ten, 

Itlre    I     |v!|e\r,i    _\o|l    of   tile   rare-   of    Voljr    l|o||-eliM|,|    |,v    -ivm/ 

"11  an  allowanee.  perhap-  you  may  lia\e  .-aved  a  little  iiioiiev, 
I-  all  Women  do  r" 

•'Xo,"  an-wcred  duaiia.  -1  have  imthiiii.'.  y,,„  ,jj,|  „„, 
allow  aiiythin;:  for  tlie  espen.-es  of  the  ehildretrs  edmatioii. 
I  am  not  reproadiin-  you  at  ail.  dear;  I  oidy  remind  vou 
:iiat  you  forirot  ahoiit  it.  to  explain  how  it  is  that  i  liave"  no 
Mioimy.  All  that  yon  ^mvc  me  I  spoilt  on  lessons  and  mas- 
ters  ■' 

"That  will  do!"'  Diard  hroki'  in.  "Sacre  lunnrrrc!  time  is 
precious.     Have  yon  no  jewels 'r" 

'•\'on  know  (|iiite  well  that  I  never  wear  thoin." 

'"I'Imd  there  is  not  a  sun  in  the  hon.-^t- !"  cried  Duird.  like 
a  man  hereft  of  his  seiisfs. 

"Wliv  do  you  cry  out  !-""  >he  asked. 

".Inana."  he  he-an.  "I  have  jn^t  killed  a  man  I" 

.niami  rn-hed  to  the  ehihl.-en's  room,  and  returned,  shnt- 
lini:  Jill  the  doors  after  her. 

"Your  sons  nm.-i  not  hear  a  word  of  this."  she  said;  '•hut 
whom  ean  yon  have  foiiuht  with?"' 

"Moiitefiore."  he  ;iiis\vered. 

"Ah  I"  she  said,  and  a  >i<:h  hroko  from  her;  "he  is  the 
■lie  man  whom  y>m  lia<l  a  ri::li!   to  kill " 

••There  w.'re  pleniv  of  rea-ons  wliv  he  shMuM  die  by  mv 
•laml.  I'.ii,  let  IK  |,,-o  no  time.  Monev,  I  want  nionev.  in 
I ;  id's  name!  Thev  niav  be  on  my  tnuk.  We  did  not  fi^^ht, 
•  luana,  i — I  killed  iiini." 
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"Killed  liim!"  she  rricd.     "But  how "' 

"Wliv,  how  (Iocs  one  kill  a  iiian?  lie  liiid  rfihht'd  mo  of 
all  I  had  at  plav:  and  I  have  taken  it  l)aek  a"ain.  Jiiana, 
since  we  have  no  money,  you  ini;:ht  i^o  now,  while  cverythini,' 
is  qniet.  and  look  for  my  money  iind'T  the  heap  of  stcnes  at 
the  end  of  the  road  ;  y-i  know  the  |)lace." 

"Then,"  said  .liiana.  "you  have  rolilx'd  him." 

"What  hu.-iincss  is  it  of  yours'r  l"ly  I  must,  mustn't  I? 
Have  you  any  money?     .     .     .     They  aro  after  me!*' 

"Wiior" 

"The  authorities." 

Juaiia  left  the  room,  and  (anie  hack  suddenly. 

"Here,"  she  cried,  holdmur  out  a  trinket,  hut  standing  at 
a  distance  from  him;  "this  is  I)(u'ia  La^ouniaV  cross.  Then; 
arc  four  ruhies  in  it,  and  the  stones  are  very  valuahlc;  so 
I  have  heen  told.     Be  (juick,  tly,  lly      — why  don't  you  po?" 

"Felicie  lia.s  not  come  hack,"  he  said,  in  dull  amazement. 
"Can  they  have  arrested  her!'" 

.luana  dropped  the  cross  on  tin-  edire  of  the  tahle,  and 
pprantr  towards  th(>  windows  lh;it  looked  out  u]toii  the  <treot. 
Outside  in  the  rnoonliirht  ho  saw  a  row  of  soldiers  taking 
their  places  in  ahsolute  silence  alomr  tin-  walls.  She  came 
back  apain;  to  all  appearance  <\\t>  wa<  perfectly  calm. 

"You  have  not  a  minute  to  lo-e,"  she  said  to  her  hnshand  ; 
"you  must  escape  thnuij^'h  the  ,'iarden.  Here  is  the  key  of 
the  litth"  door." 

A  last  counsel  of  prudence  led  her.  however,  to  pive  a 
glance  over  the  irarden.  In  the  shadows  under  the  trees  she 
saw  the  silvery  <;leani  of  the  metal  rims  of  the  gendarme-' 
caps.  She  even  heard  a  vasrue  murmur  of  a  not  far-distant 
crowd",  sentinels  were  keeitinir  haik  tlie  people  gathered  to- 
gether hv  curiosity  at  the  further  ends  of  the  streets  hy 
which  the  house  wa.s  approa(>hed. 

As  a  matter  <if  fact,  Diard  had  heen  seen  from  the  win- 
dows of  the  houses:  the  maid-servant  had  heen  friirhtened. 
and  afterw.irds  arretted:  and,  acting  on  this  information,  the 
militarv   and   the  crowd   had   >o()n   hloeked   the  ends  of  the 
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streets  thir  1...  on  twa  sicUs  of  the  house.  A  doz?n  ^'en- 
'iMriiii's,  C(u.;;r^:  oil'  duty  nt  the  tlioatres.  were  posted  (.utshlo  ; 
nllurs  had  eliiiilicd  tlic  wall,  and  were  searching'  the  f,Mrden! 
a  proceed in<r  authorized  hy  the  serious  nature  of  the  crime! 
".Monsieur,"  said  duana,  -it  is  too  hite.  The  whole  town 
is  aroused." 

J)iard  ruslii'd  from  window  to  window  with  the  wild  reek- 
Irssness  of  a  bird  that  da>Iics  frantically  against  everv  pane, 
•fuana  stood  alisorin-d  in  her  thoughts. 
"Where  can  I  hide?"  he  asked. 

Jle  looked  at  the  chimney,  and  Juana  stared  nt  the  two 
eiupty  chairs.  To  her  it  seemed  only  a  moment  since  her 
chddren  were  sitting  there,  dust  at  that  moment  tlie  gate 
opened,  and  the  courtyard  echoed  with  the  sound  of  manv 
footstej)s. 

"Juana,  dear  Juana,  for  pitv's  sake,  tell  me  what  to 
do  ?" 

"I  will  tell  you."  she  said;  '"I  will  save  you." 

"Ah!  you  will  be  my  good  angel!" 

Again  Juana  returned  with  one  of  Diard's  {)istols;  she 
held  it  out  to  him.  and  turned  her  head  away.  Dianl  did 
not  take  it.  Juana  heard  sounds  from  the  courtyard  ;  thev 
had  brought  in  the  dead  body  of  the  .Marquis  in  confront 
I  he  murderer.  She  came  away  from  the  window  and  looked 
at  Diard:  he  wa.-^  white  and  haggard:  his  strength  failed  him- 
he  made  as  if  he  wouhl  sink  into  a  chair. 

"For  your  children's  sake,"  she  said,  thrusting  the  weapon 
into  his  hands. 

"But,  my  dear  Juana,  my  little  Juana,  do  vou  reallv  be- 
'"'^■'-'  thiit     .     .     .      :-    Juana,  is  there  such  need  of  haste? 

.     .     I  would  like  to  kiss  you  before     .     .     ." 

Tlie  gendarmes  were  on  the  stairs.  Then  Juana  took  up 
the  pistol,  held  it  at  Diard's  head;  with  a  firm  irra-p  on  his 
Jhroat,  she  held  him  tightly  in  spite  of  his  cries,  find,  and 
':'•{.  the  weapon  fall  to  the  ground. 

The  (l<M)r  was  suddeidy  Hung  open  at  that  moment.  The 
public  pro.^ecutor.  followed  by  a  magistrate  and  his  clerk,  a 
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(l(x.(>r,  and  tho  fjoiidariiics.  all  tlif  instniincnts  of  inan'^ 
justice,  aiipi'Mi'til  iijuni  tlic  scciio. 

"Wliat  (1(1  you  want?"  slu'  aski-d. 

•'Is  tli.it  M.  I'iard?"'  aii-wcrcd  tlic  pulilir  prosecutor, 
pointin.ir  tn  ihe  imdy  lyiuj,'  hiMit  dduMc  upon  the  Hoor. 

'■^'I's,  inoii;i(  iir." 

'■\'nur  dn-s  is  cuMTcd  with  I)1(hm1.  madauH' •"' 

"Do  yuu  iKii  uiidtivtaiid  how  it  i-r"  a^ki'd  .luana. 

She  went  over  to  the  littli'  table  and  sat  down  there,  and 
took  up  the  voluiiie  nl'  Ccrvanlcs ;  her  face  was  colorless ;  she 
strove  to  control  her  inward  nervous  airitation. 

"Leave  tile  room."  said  the  p.uhlic  prosecutor  to  the  ;:en- 
darnies.  lie  made  a  si^rn  to  the  mai,nslrate  and  the  d  t<-tor, 
and  they  reiiiaiiu'd. 

".Madame,  iindir  the  circumstances,  we  can  only  conirratu- 
late  you  on  your  hushand's  death.  If  lie  was  carried  away  liy 
passion,  at  any  rate  he  has  died  like  a  soldier,  and  it  is 
vain  for  ju^tice  to  pursue  liim  now.  Yet  little  a.s  we  may 
desire  to  intriule  i  pon  you  at  such  a  time,  the  law  ohlij^es 
us  to  iuipiire  into  a  death  hy  violeuee.  i'ermit  us  to  do  our 
dutv." 

".May  1  chan;:e  my  dress?"  she  asked,  layinjr  down  tlie 
vcdume. 

"Yes.  .nadame.  hut  ynu  must  lirin^  it  here.  The  doctor 
will    douhlle-s    re(|Uire   it " 

"it  would  he  too  painful  to  Mme.  Diard  to  iw  present  while 
I  iTo  thiouirh  my  task,"  said  the  doctor,  under^tandinir  the 
puhlie  pro-ei  utor's  suspicions.  "Will  you  permit  lier,  ;,'en- 
tlemeii.  to  remain  in  the  adjoininir  room?" 

'I"he  two  riiiictioiiaries  approved  the  kindly  doctor's  sult- 
f.'e^tion,  and  l-'elicie  went  to  her  mistress.  'I'hen  the  niairis- 
trate  and  the  jiuhlic  prosecutor  spoke  toirether  for  awjiile  in 
a  low  \Mice.  It  i-  the  iiidiappy  lot  of  administrators  of  jus- 
tice lo  he  ill  duty  hound  to  suspect  everyliodv  and  cvervthiniT. 
iiy  dint  of  iiiiaLMninLr  e\il  motives,  and  e\erv  possible  eoiii- 
binatiou  that  they  ma\  brinir  about,  '^o  a-  to  discover  the 
truth    that    lurks    beneath    the    most    imcuisistciit    actions,   it 
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is  impossible  but  that  their  (Ircadfiil  nffiop  should  in  mnrsc 
of  tinio  firv  up  the  ^.iino  of  the  ircncrnus  impulses  to  which 
they  may  never  yield.  If  tlie  s<'ii>ii)i lilies  of  the  swrireon 
who  e.vj)Iores  tlie  iiiy-teries  of  the  Ixidy  are  blunted  bv  de- 
,1,'rees.  what  i)eeome>  of  the  inner  sensibility  of  the  jiuL't' 
wlio  is  compeilecl  to  yirobo  thr  intricate  recesses  of  the  human 
conscience?  IMa.L'istrntes  are  the  lii-t  victims  of  their  pro- 
fession: their  proLrre-^s  is  one  perpi'tual  moiirnini:  for  tlieir 
lost  ilhisions.  and  i!ie  crimes  that  hanu'  so  hea\ilv  about  the 
necks  of  criminals  weiLdi  no  le^s  un.m  their  judire-.  An  old 
man  seated  in  the  tribunal  of  ju-tice  is  sii!)lim";  but  do  we 
not  shudder  to  see  a  youni:  face  there?  In  this  case  tlie 
matristrate  was  a  yonnir  man.  and  it  was  \u<  drtv  to  .^ny  to  the 
pul)iie  prosecutor,  'Was  thi  woman  her  luHbaiid's  accom- 
idiee,  do  you  think?  Must  we  take  proceed in.irs?  Ouirht  she, 
in  your  opinion,  to  !)e  examined  ?"' 

By  way  of  reply.  th<<  public  prosecutor  shru'ji:e(l  his  siioul- 
ders:  apparently  it  was  a  matter  of  inditTerence. 

"Miuitefiore  and  Diard,"  he  remarked,  "were  a  oair  of 
notorious  seami)s.  The  servai>t-;:irl  ke.ew  nothinir  about  the 
<rime.     We  need  not  iro  any  further." 

The  doctor  was  making'  his  e.xamination  of  Diard" 
and  dictatinir  his  report  to  the  olerk.  Suddenlv  he 
into  .luana's  room. 

"Madame "" 

duana.  who  had  ehan^red  her  blood-stained  dress,  con- 
fronted the  doctor. 

"You  shot  y(Uir  husband,  did  you  not?"  he  a>ked.  bendin," 
to  say  the  words  m  In  r  ear. 

''Yes.  monsieur,"  the  Spaniard  answ(>red. 

"A  III!  from  rirniiii-<ltin(iii/  luiilentr"  (the  doctor  went  on 
dictatin<r)  "irr  conclude  tlmt  (he  aniJ  Diard  has  taken  /(k 
life  In/  liis  own  a'l.--]l;\\v  you  finished?"  he  asked  the  elerk 
ufter  a  pause. 

"Yes,"  answered  llie  -crilii'. 

The   doct(ir    put    bis    si:.Miature    to    the   dociimiuit.      .Tnana 
'bmced  at  liim.  and  miibl  scarcely  keep  back  the  tears  that 
for  a   moment,  filled  her  eves. 
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"(Jentlenion,"  sho  yaid,  a.s  t;lu'  tnrnt'd  to  tho  public  prose- 
cutor. '*1  am  a  slraii^'iT.  a  S[iaiiianl.  1  do  not  know  tho  law, 
1  know  no  oni'  in  Hordt'aux.  I  fnircat  yon  to  do  mo  thi-i 
kindness,  will  you  jirocuro  mo  a  passport  for  Spain?" 

"One  moment  I"  exclaimed  the  maLMstrate.  "Madame, 
what  has  heeomo  of  the  sum  of  money  that  was  stolen  from 
the  Manpiis  di  Montofiore?" 

"M.  Diard  said  something  about  a  heap  of  stones  beneath 
whieb  he  had  hidden  it,"  she  answered. 

"Where?" 

"In  the  street." 

'l"he  two  functionaries  oxchan;red  <:lancefi.  JuanaV  in- 
voluntary start  was  sublime.     She  appeab'd  to  the  doctor. 

"("an  they  suspect  me?"  slie  said  in  his  ear;  "suspect  mr 
of  some  villainy?  The  heap  of  stones  is  sure  to  lie  somewhere 
at  the  cud  of  the  L'arden.  (io  yourself,  I  bofj  of  you,  and 
look  for  it  and  find  the  money." 

The  doctor  went,  accompanied  by  the  nuipistrate,  and 
found  .Montefiore's  pocket-book. 

Two  days  later  . I  nana  sold  her  ^'olden  cross  to  meet  the  ex- 
y)enscs  of  tlie  journey.  .As  she  went  with  her  two  children 
to  the  dilipMice  in  which  they  were  about  to  travel  to  the 
Spanish  frontier,  some  one  calk'd  bcr  name  in  the  street. 
It  was  her  dyinir  mother,  who  was  iieiii;;-  t.ikeii  to  the  hos- 
pital: .-he  had  cauirbt  a  ^dimpse  of  iier  dauirhter  tbroujih  a 
slit  in  the  curtains  of  the  stretcher  on  wiiicli  she  lay.  .Tuana 
bade  them  carry  the  stretcher  into  ji  L-'ati'way.  and  there  for 
the  last  time  the  mother  and  dauirbter  met.  Low  as  their 
voices  were  while  they  spoke  toirether.  .luan  overboard  these 
words  of  farewell : 

''Mother,  die  in  peace;  I  have  suffered  for  you  all." 


Pabu,  XucetiUifr  1832. 


EL  VERDUGO 

To  Marti nr:  de  la  Rosa 

Midnight  had  just  goutidod  from  tlio.  belfry  tnwcr  of  th»^ 
little  town  of  Meiida.  A  youii.t:  Freiuh  otrucr.  Ifjiiiinj:  over 
the  parapet  of  the  lonj:  terniee  at  the  further  end  of  the 
castle  pjrdens,  seemed  to  he  uiiusually  absorbed  in  deep 
thought  for  one  who  led  the  reckless  life  of  a  soldier;  l)ut  it 
must  he  admitted  that  never  was  the  hour,  the  scene,  and  the 
night  more  favorable  to  meditation. 

The  blue  dome  of  tlie  cloudless  sky  of  Spain  was  overhead; 
he  was  looking  out  over  the  coy  windings  of  a  lovely  valley 
lit  l)y  th»>  uncertaiii  starlight  and  the  soft  radiance  of  tlu; 
moun.  The  ollicer,  leaning  again>t  an  orange-tree  in  blos- 
som, could  also  see,  a  hundred  feet  below  him,  the  town  of 
Menda.  which  seemed  to  nestle  for  shelter  from  the  north 
wind  at  the  foot  of  the  crags  on  which  the  castle  it.-elf  was 
built.  He  turned  his  head  and  caught  sight  of  the  sea; 
the  moonlit  waves  made  a  broad  frame  of  silver  for  the  land- 
scape. 

There  were  lights  in  the  castle  windows.  The  mirth  and 
movement  of  a  ball,  the  sounds  of  th(>  violins,  the  laughter 
of  the  othcers  and  tlieir  partners  in  the  dance  was  borne  to- 
wards him.  and  t)len(lt(l  with  the  far-otT  iiuirMiur  of  the 
wav(>i3.  The  cool  night  had  a  certain  bracing  elfoet  upon  his 
frame,  wearied  as  he  had  been  by  the  heat  of  the  day.  He 
seemed  to  bathe  in  the  air,  made  fragrant  bv  i  he  strong, 
sweet  scent  of  flowers  and  of  aromatic  trees  in  the  gardeiw. 

The  castle  of  Menda  belonged  to  a  Spanish  Lrramlco.  wlio 
was  living  in  it  at  that  time  with  hi-  family.  .Ml  throuuli 
the  evening  the  oldest  daughter  of  the  house  had  watehed 
the  oflieer  with  such  a  wistful  interest  that  the  Si)anish  lady's 
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coiiipasHioMiitc  cvos  iiiijxlit  \wl\  liii\r  set  tlic  vouii<r  Frcndi- 
iiiiiii  (Irciiinini,'.  Chira  v.:i-  licaiil  ifnl  :  aiii|  allliDiiLrli  sin-  liai! 
three  lipitliiTr  and  a  ^i^^('I•,  the  Imiail  lands  nf  the  .Mai-(|Ur- 
dc  I-(\u'anr.-  a|p|icari'il  i.,  he  .-ulliciciit  waii'aiit  Tip  \'ici 
MarchandV  liclici'  tliat  tlic  voniit,'  lady  wnnid  liav  '  a  splondi'! 
il'iury.  I'.tit  lidw  iunid  he  dare  tn  inia^rinL'  thai  tlie  irrnM 
fanatical  Keliever  in  jihie  IiIimkI  in  all  S|iaiii  Wduld  jrive  lii- 
danLr'nler  tn  the  >nn  i.f  a  irnicer  in  Paris?  Moreover,  tne 
French  were  hated.  It  was  because  the  .Man]nis  had  boci! 
sus[iecte(l  of  a!i  altcin|it  to  raise  the  cotintrv  in  favor  ot 
Ferdinand  \'il.  that  (leiieral  (i ,  who  ixoverned  thi'  prov- 
ince, iiad  stationed  \'i(tor  Marchand's  i)attalion  in  the  liltle 
town  of  Menda  to  o\(  I'auc  the  nei^hl)orinLr  districts  wliicli 
received  the  Man|Ucs  dc  Fei^afies'  word  as  law.  \  recent 
despatch  from  Marshal  Xey  had  iriven  <rround  for  fear  that 
the  Fiii:li>li  nuLrht  ere  Ion,;.'  ell'ect  a  landinj,'  on  the  coast, 
and  had  indicated  the  Mai'ipiis  as  heint;  in  corres[)oiulenci' 
with  the  ('ahinet  in  London. 

In  spite,  therefore,  of  the  welcome  with  which  the  Span- 
iards had  rcceive(l  ^'i(■tor  Marchand  and  his  siddiers.  that 
ollicer  was  always  on  his  i:nard.  As  he  w<'nt  towanls  th-' 
terrace,  where  he  hao  }\\>{  surve\id  the  town  and  the  <li^-- 
tricts  contlded  to  hi<  chaf.ire.  he  had  hern  a>kin.^  himself 
what  ( oiistrnction  he  onudit  to  put  upon  the  friendline-~ 
which  !he  Manpiis  had  invariably  shown  him,  and  how  lo 
reconi  !e  the  apparent  traiHpiillity  of  the  country  with  Ins 
(IcneraTs  niiea-ine,-s.  i'ut  a  nionient  later  tliese  thoii<,dit- 
were  ili'ixcn  fi'oni  his  mind  liy  the  instinc'  of  caution  and  vei",- 
lei:itiniate  <-uriosity.  It  had  ju>t  .-truck  him  that  tiler" 
was  a  \i'ry  fair  numlicr  of  li^'hls  in  the  town  below.  .\1- 
thouiih  it  was  the  Fea^l  of  St.  danics,  he  himx'lf  had  i- 
.sued  (irdcrs  that  \cry  mornin'i  that  all  li;_dils  must  be  ]iit 
out  in  till'  town  at  the  hour  prescribed  bv  military  re^niia- 
tions.  Till'  ra~ile  aioiic  had  been  excepted  in  this  ord'-r. 
I'laiidy  bii'e  and  there  he  >aw  the  _deam  of  liavoiu'ts.  where 
his  own  men  were  at  liieii'  aecu-tonnd  po>t-;  but  in  the  town 
there  was  a  solemn  silence,  and  not  a  >t'^:u  tha'  the  Spani.in'- 
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Iiad  given  thomsclvis  iij)  to  tlic  iiuoxicatinii  of  a  I'c.-lival. 
lie  tried  vainly  for  awiiilc  to  fxplain  llii-^  hrcacli  of  the 
i.  u'liliuions  on  ttn'  part  of  tin-  iiilial)itant> :  tln'  iiiy>t('rv 
-cincd  l)ut  so  niiuli  the  iiiorc  ohscure  because  he  iiad  left 
iiistrnetioiis  witli  some  of  liis  otVicers  to  do  police  duty  that 
niLdit.  and  make  the  round-  of  the  town. 

With    the   iinpctu'i-iiv   of  youth,    he   was   ahout    to   sjirinjj 

iiironffli  a  ^m])  in  the  wall   prrjiaratory  to  a   rapid  MTaini)le 

'!o\vn  the  rocks,  thinkinjr  to  reach  a  small  irnard-honsr  at  the 

M'arcst   entrance   into   ihc  town    more  (piickly   than    by   the 

i  eaten  track,  when  a  faint  sound  stopjied  him.      lie  fajicied 

•liat  lie  cnnld  hear  the  li;.dit  footstep  of  a  woman  alonu'  the 

rravelcd  eanlen  walk,     lie  turneil  his  head  and  saw  no  one; 

'mt   one    monii'nt    his   eyes    were   daz/.led    by    the    wonderful 

'liL'hTnc^s  of  the  sea.  the  ne.xt   hi'  saw  a   si;:ht   so  ominous 

fiat   ho  stood  stock-^till  with  amazement,  thinkiiiif  that  h\-< 

-'■uses     must     be    dccei\inir     him.     The     white     moonl)eams 

i|-bled  the  horizon,  so  that  he  could  dist  in'_Mii<li  the  sails  of 

-liips  still  a  considerable  distance  out  at  ~ea.     .\  slnidiler  r.ni 

ihrouu'h  him;  he  tried  to  ])ersiiade  liim.^elf  that  thi'^  was  some 

I'tieal    illusion    bruu^dit    about    by   ■hance   etfi-et-;   of    moon- 

■j-ht  on  the  waves:  and  ev(>Ti  as  he  made  the  ;i    enipt.  a  hoarse 

■  lice  calli'il  to  him  bv  name.     '\"i\i^  oilicer  !_daneed  a'  'lie  jrap 

•!  the  wall:  sau   a  soMier's  head  -lowly  emerLTe  froii.  it.  and 

new  the  i:renadier  whom  he  Iia.d  ordered  to  accompan.   iiini 

•  ■  the  castle. 

"Is  tliat  von.  ("ommandant  y" 

••Ves.     What    i-  il  y  returned   the  voun?  oJTicer  in  a  low 
liee.      .\  kind  of  ]iresentiment  warneil  him  to  aet  ea;jriou-!- 

•Tho-e  beL.'irars  down  there  are  ereepiiiL- aboui  like  worms; 
"(1.  bv  vour  leave.  1  came  as  (|uiekl\  a-  I  could  to  report  my 
mIc  reconnoiterin-i  e\pe(li!ion." 
"tloon."  an-were(l  \'ietor  Ma'-chand. 

■"I   have   just   iieen   followiui.!-  a.  man   from   tlie  la-tb'  who 

'fue  round  this  wav  with  a  lantern  in  hi-  haml.     .\  lantern 

■A   suspieiiiu-   matter  with   a   ven^'.  anee !      [   don't    imai/ine 

M:il  there  was  aiiv  need  for  that  l'oimI  Ciin-tiaii  to  lie  liuhtiu'j; 
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tapers  at  this  fiinc  (if  iii;:ht.  Suv-  I  to  myself,  'They  mean 
to  ^iil)l)l('  II-  ii|i!'  and  1  .-ct.  iiiNsi'lf  to  dojijxiiijr  his  hi'i'Is ;  and 
that  is  hiiw  I  I'nmid  out  that  tlicrt'  is  a  pih.'  of  fa<;>^ots,  sir, 
two  or  llinc  slt'|is  away   t'rnni   Iktc" 

Sniidciilv  ;i  dp  ;i(]i"iil  ,-firii'k  raiiL''  throujrli  tho  town  helow, 
and  (111  liic  man  >hi>rt.  A  li^dit  liashc(|  in  tlic  ('niiiinandant's 
fac',  and  the  poor  u'rcnailirr  dnippcd  down  with  a  bullet 
thronL'ii  his  in  ad.  I'di  paces  away  a  l)on(ire  llared  up  like 
a  eiintlairration.  The  sounds  of  music  and  lau;.diler  eeased 
all  at  once  in  the  liallroom;  the  silence  of  death,  broken  onlv 
hy  ^'roans.  succeeded  to  the  rhythmical  murmur  of  the  fes- 
tival. Then  the  mar  of  cannon  sounded  from  across  the 
white  plain  of  the  sea. 

A  cold  sweat  broke  out  on  the  younp  ofliror's  forehead.  He 
had  left  his  swonl  behind.  He  knew  tiiat  his  men  had  been 
munlercd,  and  that  the  Knizlish  were  ai)out  to  land.  He 
knew  that  if  he  lived  he  would  be  disluMiored  ;  lie  saw  himself 
summoned  before  a  eoiirt-martial.  For  a  moment  his  eves 
measured  the  depth  of  the  valley:  the  next,  just  as  he  was 
about  to  s]irinir  d-'Uii.  Clara's  hand  cauj,dit  his. 

'•Fly!"  she  cried.  "My  brothers  are  ci^minj;  after  me  to 
kill  you.  Down  yonder  at  the  foot  of  the  clilT  you  will  find 
.Fuanito"s  Andalusian.     (iol" 

She  thrust  him  away.  The  youni:  tiian  ^MxeJ  at  her  in 
dull  iiewilderment  :  but  obeyinir  the  instinct  of  self-preserva- 
tion, wliii  h  never  desert<  even  the  liravest,  he  rushed  across 
the  park  in  the  direction  pointed  out  to  him,  sprincrjnir  fro'ii 
rock  to  rock  in  ]ilaces  unknown  to  anv  save  the  jroats.  He 
heard  Clara  calling'  to  her  brotheis  to  pursue  him;  he  heard 
their  balls  wbistlintr  about  his  ears:  but  he  reached  the  foot 
of  the  clilf.  found  the  horse,  mounted,  and  lied  with  li<rhtnin^' 
speed. 

.\  few  hours  later  the  younix  oHicer  reached  (Jeneral 
(.J "s  (piarti'rs,  and  found  him  at  dinner  with  the  staff. 

"I  i>ut  my  life  in  your  hands!"  cried  the  hatrgard  and  ex- 
hausted Commandant  of  Meuda. 
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He  sank  info  a  scat,  ami  told  liis  liorriblc  ston-.  It  was  ro- 
(rived  with  an  appalliiifr  silciifc. 

"It  .soenis  to  me  that  you  arc  iiiori-  to  he  pitied  tlian  to 
blame,"  the  terrible  llencral  isaid  at  last.  "Voii  are  not  an- 
swerable for  the  Spaniard's  oriines,  and  unless  the  .Marshal 
deeides  otherwise.  1  accpiit  you." 

These  words  brought  but  cold  comfort  to  tlie  unfortunate 
ntlieor. 

"When  the  Kni[)eror  comes  to  hear  about  it  I"'  he  cried. 

"Oh.  he  will  Ite  for  having  ynu  shot."  said  the  (Icneral, 
"but  we  shall  sec.  Ndw  we  will  say  no  more  ai)out  this," 
lu;  added  severely,  "except  to  plan  a  revenge  that  shall  strii<e 
a  salutary  terror  into  this  country,  where  they  carry  oti  war 
like  savages." 

An  hour  later  a  whole  regiment,  a  detachment  of  cavalry, 
and  a  convoy  of  artillery  were  upon  the  road.  Tiie  (icncral 
and  Victor  marched  at  the  head  of  the  column.  The  soldiers 
had  l)een  told  of  the  fate  of  tiicir  coiiiradc.-.,  and  their  ragi; 
knew-  no  bounds.  The  distance  bctwci'u  hcadipiarters  and 
the  town  of  Mcnda  was  (TosmmI  at  a  wcll-nigli  miraculous 
speed.  \\'h(de  villages  by  the  wa\  were  found  to  i)c  under 
arms;  everv  one  of  the  wretched  lianilei<  was  siirrouiidcd, 
and  their  inhabitants  decimated. 

It  so  chanced  that  the  Knglish  vr~-cls  .-nil  lav  out  at  -ca. 
and  were  no  nearer  the  shore,  a  fact  inexplicable  niilil  it 
was  known  afterwards  that  they  were  arlillcrv  transports 
which  had  outsailed  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  So  the  townsmen 
of  Menda.  left  without  the  assistance  on  which  tluv  had 
reckoned  when  the  sail,--  of  the  Kn<:li-h  appeared,  were  sur- 
rounded by  French  troops  almost  befiu-e  they  had  had  time 
to  strike  a  blow.  This  struck  such  terror  into  them  thai 
they  offered  to  surrender  at  discretion.  .\n  impulse  of  de- 
votion, no  isolated  instance  in  the  liistorv  of  the  rcninsiila. 
led  the  actual  slayers  of  the  French  to  offer  to  give  thciii- 
-olves  up;  .'-seeking  in  this  way  to  save  the  town,  for  from  the 
'General's  reputation  for  cruelty  it  was  fcand  that  he  wonl<l 
L'ivc  ]Mcnda  over  to  the  flames,  ami  put  the  whole  jwpula- 
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lii.ii  i..  fhr  -WmpI.     <i.  niTiil  <; \'>"k  flicir  nfTor.  <!tipill;it- 

iiiL'  lliat  CM  !v  Mini  in  thr  i;i>tli'.  fnim  lip'  Invvt^t  servaiU  lo 
till'  .Miin|iii-.  sliDiili!  liki'Ui-c  \n-  :.'i\('ii  iiji  !(i  him.  Thc-t' 
tcriiis  lii'iii/  iici  ipinl,  till'  (iciicimI  |iriuiii-(il  to  spiirf  t!it>  lives 
ot  ilic  n  ~i  !>(  llic  li>\Mi>iii('ii,  iind  \>i  ]ii'i|iiliit  his  Mildicr- 
froii!  |iill;imn_'  >>v  -ittinir  fire  t'l  ihc  lnun.  A  heavy  emi- 
triliiitmn  was  levii'il,  and  the  wralthies!  iiilialiilatils  weiv 
taken  as  jin-i  ts  [h  ^'iiarantee  |)a\iiient  wilhiii  l\\eiit\-fi>ni' 
lifnirs. 

'i'lie  (leiieral  iunk  everv  nee(--arv  |ire(  aiitinii  lor  the  snfetv 
(if  hi>  ti'MiMis,  jirip\u|e(l  for  the  ilefeiiee  iit  ih"  phice.  and  re- 
fused ti)  lililet  hi>  men  in  the  i|i.il>es  nf  the  I^.WI),  After  they 
had  lavniiaeked,  he  went  i;ji  I"  thi'  e,i-i|e  iiid  entered  it  as 
a  ( i)n<|iieri>r.  The  u  hole  familv  i<\'  the  I,i'".'anes  and  their 
hoiiseh-iild  Were  !' iL'^'i'd,  shut  ii|>  ill  the  ;.'reat  haliroDiii,  and 
closely  watein  d.  I'l'om  the  \viiii|o\'  -^  it  was  ea.-.  to  see  tin: 
wlioje  |i'ii;itli  .if  till'  terrace  alio\e  ihe  town. 

The  «!;itl"  w  -  r.^tahli<hed  in  :i!i  adj''!niii_'  irallery.  where 
till  liciicial  forihwith  'icld  ,i  idiitieil  as  to  the  he«t  means 
td'  |ireventinir  the  hmdini,''  <d'  i  he  I-'itiilish.  .\n  aide-de-eanij) 
W,is  despjilclied  to  Mardi;il  Xe\,  order^  Wire  l--Ueii  to  plant 
hattei.r  ,  ;ilo'  the  coa-1.  and  tlii  n  tiie  <-i!ier;il  and  his  statf 
turned  their  altcnti  ii  to  their  prisoner-.  Tlie  two  hiiiidreii 
Spaniard,^  L'iven  up  hv  tlie  toun-t'olk  were  -hot  down  then 
and  there  upon  the  tcri-aii'.  .\iid  .after  this  military  exeeii- 
lioti.  the  (Jciicral  uave  orders  to  erect  Lrii)liets  to  tlie  nimdier 
<d'  the  pn-oiters  in  ilie  iiallrooiii  in  the  <aire  phicc.  and  to 
send  for  the  haiiLrman  out  of  ihe  town.  \'i-!or  took  advan- 
tage of  the  intersal  hefm-i.  dinner  to  pav  a  \i»it  to  the  prisiMi- 
crs.      lie  soon  came  liack  \i<  the  (iencral. 

"I  am  conic  in  ha-tc,"  he  faltered  out.  "to  ask  a  favor." 

")i'ii.'"  exclaimed  tlie  (ieiienil.  with  hitter  ironv  in  liis 
tones. 

'".MasI""  aii~w.rcd  \'ietc,r.  "it  i-  a  sorry  favor.  The  ^^ar 
(\u\<  has  .-cell  tliciii  creel  inu'  the  'jallow-.  ,ir,d  impes  that  von 
will  c(miiiiute  the  |,uiii-in.i,.|it  forliis  family  :  lie  entreats  you 

to  li,-|\c  the  IIipIiIc.-   hcht  ailed." 


II 


rr.  VKitincjo 


31  s 


*'fir;nit<  il."  -.li.l  tlir  (.. m  lal. 

■■Ii<'  Inrllicr  ii-k  •  lh.it  ili^v  lunv  \,<-  .illowvd  the  fonsolatiniiH 

'"    '•'■li^'lnll.    ;ui.i     111, It     llirv     IIUIV     l»-    II II  bull  l|i|  :    tll.'y    ^'iv.'    V-Hl 
■!l>'ir  Wt.rd   III. It    III. -v  Will    ||u|    ;iII.mii|)1    t ril|M'." 

■■''i'"    '   |"iiiiM."  -;ii,|   III,.  (;,.|irr.il.  -1)111  v.)u  an-  nriswcr- 
'!)    fur  tlinii." 

-    \n||il;^r-|    -I. II." 

•i{.'fill\  :"•  cii,,!  III,.  Cniiiiiiiin.lrr.     -His  pmiH-rtv  is  forfeit 

liv.i.ly    I..    Kn.u'    .ln-,.|,|,."       II.,    ,,;,u-..,];    a    ,.„Mt,.,M|„n.,„,s 

!li"ll;:lll    -rt    wn.lklr,   in   hi-    lMhh.;l,i.  ,1.  h..  iiihlr.l.  "j    uk     ,|„ 

i-ttiT  th.m  ili,.\   ;i-k.      I   iiiiilcrstaiKl  what  h.-  nu-aiis  l,v  tiiat 

'^'    '■'''!'""'    "'■    '"'•      ■'•'■>    ^"""1.      l-<t    him    haii.l   .|,,w„    lii^ 

I'^iii!.    t.)  |M,~i,.niy;  hiu    whriifwr  it   i^   iiinit i<iii,.,|.  all   Spain 

-nail  ivincinh,!-  hi.  trra,-nn  nw\  its  |Mnii<hnifnt  !     1  will  .riv,. 

''"'  ''"'■""I''  ■I'i'l  lii^  lifr  In  am  .., r  ,h..  -HIS  wh,,  wiir.h. 

:li.TM.rut,nn..r-~  nlli,.,,      .     .     .     Th.r...  .|,„rt  talk  any  inon. 

'"'lit.    thclll    {(.    iiH^" 

IliiiiHT  wa-  nail.v.  Th..  nm,,.,-.,  sat  .I.nvn  to  satisfy  an 
T''""'  whcttr,!  hv  hiin-cT.  OmIv  n,„.  aiiionir  th.'iii"  wa.s 
.  -M'tit  (mm  ■:><■  tahl,—- that  ,m,'  was  \uu,r  .Manhaii.l  \rt..r 
""-  li'>ilatin„.  !„.  wnit  to  th..  Imllnponi.  aii.j  h.-anl  the  last 
-ii:h.  of  th.-  pn.M.I  h-us..  of  lAraf,,.,.  n,.  i,„,|^,,|  ,,„,,^.  .^^ 
■'"■  ^"■"'  '"■'■'"•'■  '"■'"•  ""l.v  la,M  Miyhi.  i„  thi<  ycry  m.mi 
■•■"  lia.l  >rru  llhir  ta.vs  whirl...]  pa.^t  him  in  th,.  waltz  and' 
-  shiid.i.T.-d  to  think  that  thos,.  ^rjrli.h  Ii.m.I.  with  tl„WL-  .,f 

'"■  "" .^■""".^'  hfoiluT-   mii>t    fall   i,i  a   hri.'f  -pa,-,,  hy  tii.' 

M'.Mith.n..rV  sw..r.l.  Th...--  .sit  th..  fath.'r  a.i.l  nioth,.r  'th..ir 
'hr...'  <o,!s  an,!  tw..  daii-htcrs.  p.-rf-.tly  moti.ml.....  ho,,,,,!  to 
M.ir  LNldc.l  chairs.  Ki-ht  s..ryin,-  m..n  -1.m„1  with  th.'ir 
;ni.l<  t,...l  h,.hi,„|  th.in.  Th..M.  (ifr....„  pri.n,,..,-,.  „nd..r  <rn- 
•'";■  '/'■  ''"■"''•  '•^•■''^'"'-■'■•i  ^'ray.-  u\,,U'r<:  it  wa^  ,li!li.„lt  to 
•M'l  til"  (hond.t^  that  fill...l  th.-m  Inmi  th,.ir  ..v,-.  I,„|  p,-„- 
xitidn-i.^M.atio,,  an. I  ivirivt  that  ih-ir  .'nt.Tpri-..  .shoiihi 
:.iv.-  lail.'.l  s.)  (•ompl..l,.|y  was  writt.'ii  on  m,,r,.  th.u,  ,.,„. 
■niw. 

Thi.    in,pa<~iyc  .<..ldi,-,>   wh.)   ;.rn.M-,l,.,l    th.^m    rv.p,.,.(,.d   the 
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•rriff  of  ilicii-  Kilter  ciit'inii's.  A  <r]eani  of  rurinsity  lifrliK.i 
up  all  faces  when  Victor  caiiio  in.  He.  i^'ave  orders  that  the 
condemned  prisoners  should  he  iinliound.  and  himself  un- 
fastened till'  cords  that  held  Chira  a  prisoner.  Sho  smiled 
mournfully  at  him.  The-  otlicer  could  not  refrain  from 
lightly  touchiiiL''  the  younj^  girl's  arm:  he  could  not  help 
admiring  her  dark  hair,  her  slender  waist.  She  was  a  true 
daugliter  of  Spain,  with  a  Spanish  complexion,  a  Spaniard's 
eyes.  l)lacker  than  the  raven's  wing  heneath  their  long  curv- 
ing lashes. 

"Did  you  succeeds"  she  a^ked,  with  a  mournful  smile,  in 
which  a  certain  girlish  charm  still  lingered. 

^'ictor  could  not  repre>s  a  groan.  He  looked  from  the 
faces  of  the  three  hroiher^  to  Clara,  and  again  at  the  three 
young  Spaniards.  'i"lu'  fir.~l.  the  oldest  of  the  family,  was 
a  man  of  thirty.  He  was  short,  and  somewhat  ill-made:  he 
looked  haughty  and  pnnid,  hut  a  certain  di<tincti(m  was  not 
lacking  in  his  hearing,  ami  he  was  apparently  no  stranger 
to  the  delicaiy  of  feeling  for  which  in  olden  times  the  chiv- 
alry of  Spain  wa<  famous.  iHs  name  was  Juanito.  The 
second  son.  l^'lipe.  wa^  alxnit  twenty  years  of  age:  he  wa.'^ 
like  his  sister  Clara;  and  the  youngest  was  a  child  of  eight. 
In  the  features  of  the  little  .Mantud  a  painter  would  have 
discerned  something  of  that  l?onuin  steadfastness  which 
David  has  given  to  the  children's  faces  in  his  l{e|)nhlieaii 
genre  ]>ictures.  The  old  Manpiis,  with  his  white  hair,  might 
have  come  down  from  some  canvas  of  Murillo's.  Victor 
threw  hack  hi<  head  in  despair  after  this  survey;  how  should 
oiu'  of  thes(>  accept  the  (Jeneral's  offer!  Xi'verthidess  he  ven- 
tured to  intrust  it  to  Clara.  .\  shudder  ran  through  the 
Spanish  girl,  iuit  she  recovered  herself  almost  instantly,  and 
knelt  hefore  her  father. 

"Father."  ^he  said,  "hid  Juanito  swear  to  ohey  the  coiii- 
mands  that  vou  shall  give  him.  ami  we  shall  he  content." 

The  "Marquesa  tremhled  with  hope,  l»ut  as  she  leant  to- 
wards her  hu-liaiid  and  learned  Clara's  hideous  .<eeret.  (he 
mother  fainted  away,     .hianito  understood  it  all,  and  leapt 
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iip  like  a  capo(\  lion.  Victor  took  it  upon  himself  to  dismiss 
the  soldiers,  after  rr(eivin<r  an  assuraiiee  of  entire  submission 
from  the  Mar(|nis.  Tlie  senants  were  led  away  and  jriviMi 
over  to  the  han<:iiiaii  and  their  fate.  When  onlv  Victor  re- 
mained on  jruard  in  the  room,  the  old  Marques"  de  Legaiies 
rose  to  his  feet. 

"Juanito."  he  said.  For  all  answer  Juanito  bowed  his  head 
in  a  way  that  meant  refusal ;  he  sank  down  into  his  chair,  and 
fixed  tearless  eyes  upon  his  father  and  mother  in  an  intol- 
erable f^'aze.  t'iara  went  over  to  him  and  sat  on  his  knee;  she 
put  her  arms  about  him,  and  pressed  kisses  on  his  eyelids, 
saying  gaily : 

"Dear  Juanito,  if  you  but  knew  how  sweet  death  at  your 
hands  will  be  to  me!  I  shall  not  be  compelled  to  submit 
to  the  hateful  touch  of  the  hangman's  fingers.  You  will 
snatch  me  away  from  the  evils  to  come  and  .  .  .  Dear, 
kind  Juanito.  you  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  my  belonging 
to  any  one — well,  then?" 

The  velvet  eyes  gave  Victor  a  burning  glance;  she  seemed 
to  try  to  awaken  in  Juanito's  heart  his  hatred  for  the  French. 

'"Take  courage,"  said  his  brother  Felipe,  "or  our  well-nigh 
royal  line  will  be  extinct."' 

Suddenly  Clara  sprang  to  her  f-et.  The  group  round 
Juanito  fell  back,  and  the  son  who  had  rebelled  with  such 
good  reason  was  confronted  with  his  aged  father. 

"Juanito,  I  comnuind  you !"  said  the  Marquis  solemnly. 

The  young  Count  gave  no  sign,  and  his  father  fell  on  his 
knees;  Clara,  Manuel,  and  Felipe  unconsciously  followed 
his  e.xample.  stretching  out  suppliant  hands  to  him  who  must 
save  their  family  from  oblivion,  and  seeming  to  echo  their 
father's  words. 

"Can  it  be  that  you  lack  the  forticude  of  a  Spaniard  and 
true  sensibility,  my  son?  Do  you  nu'an  to  keep  me  on  my 
knees?  What  right  have  you  to  think  of  your  own  life  anil 
of  your  own  suflferings? — Is  this  my  son,  madame?"'  the  old 
Marquis  added,  turning  to  his  wife. 

"He  will  consent  to  it,"  cried  the  mother  in  agony  of  sou]. 
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SIh-  had  M>on  a  ^li.dit  (v.ntraction  of  Juanito's  brows  which 
she.  his  niollitT.  alonr  understood. 

Mari.,nita.  tlio  sreond  dau-htor,  knelt,   with  her  slonder 

clin-MU n,.  almut  h.T  n.olhrr:  tlic  hot  tears  fell  from  her 

eve^"  and  her  little  brother  Manuel  uphraided  her  for  weep- 
iii.r'  Ju^t  at  that  moment  the  eastle  chaplain  came  in;  the 
whole  fam.lv  Mirrounded  lum  and  led  him  up  to  .Tuamto. 
Victor  lelt  li.at  he  could  endure  the  si-ht  no  loufrer.  and  with 
a  .i<rn  to  Clara  lu  hurried  fnnn  the  -oom  to  make  one  last 
Hiort  for  them.  !!.■  found  the  General  in  bohtefous  spirits; 
the  olll.ers  were  still  -ittin-  .ner  their  dinn.-  and  drinking 
to<'elher;  the  wine  had  loosened  their  ton.ifiu- 

\n  hour  later,  a  hundred  of  the  principal  citizens  of  Merido 
were  summoned  to  'he  terrace  by  the  (ienerals  orders  tc 
witness  the  e.secuiinn  of  the  family  of  Lejjanes.  A  detach- 
,n,.nt  had  h.rn  told  olV  to  keep  order  anion?  t>ie  hpanisl 
townsfolk,  who  were  marshale<l  beneath  the  -allows  whereor 
the  Maronis-  servants  hun-:  the  feet  of  those  martyrs  of  thei: 
cau«e  all  hut  touched  the  citizens-  heads.  Thirty  paces  awa: 
-,tood  the  block:  th.'  blade  of  a  scimitar  jjlittered  upon  it  am 
the  executioner  stood  by  in  case  .luanito  should  refuse  at  th 

"^  The  .leepest  silence  prevailed,  but  before  long  it  was  broke! 
bv  the  sound  of  manv  footsteps,  the  measured  tramp  of 
picket  of  soldiers,  and  the  jin-ling  of  their  weapons.  Mu 
aled  with  these  came  other  noises-loud  talk  and  laughtf 
from  the  dinn.T-tahle  where  the  othcers  were  sitting;  ]U. 
a.  the  music  and  the  sound  of  the  dancers'  i\-et  had  drowne 
the  preparations  tor  last  night's  treacherous  butchery. 

\11  eves  turne.l  to  the  castle,  and  beheld  the  family  ( 
nobles  coming  forth  with  incre.lildc  composure  to  their  deat, 
l.:verv  brow  was  serene  and  calm.  One  alone  among  ther 
ha"-"ard  and  overcome,  leant  on  the  ami  of  the  priest,  wl 
poured  forth  all  the  consolations  of  religion  for  the  one  mf 
who  was  c.ndemned  to  live.  Then  the  executioner,  like  tl 
<=pc.tatoi-.  knew  that  duanilo  had  consented  to  perform  h 
otlice  for  a  day.     The  old  Manjuis  and  his  wife.  Clara  ai 
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Mnriqiiita,  and  fhoir  two  hrotluTs  knelt  a  fow  paoos  from  the 
fatal  s])()t.  .hianito  rcachcil  it,  /^niidcd  hy  tho  priest.  As  ho 
stood  at  tho  block  the  ox(>rutioncr  plucked  him  by  the  sleeve, 
and  took  him  aside,  prol)al)ly  to  jrive  him  certain  instructions. 
Tho  confessor  so  placed  the  victims  that  they  could  nut  wit- 
ness the  executions,  but  one  and  all  stood  iipri^dit  and  fear- 
less, like  Spaniards,  as  they  were. 

Clara  spran<:j  to  her  brother's  side  before  the  others. 

".luanito,"  >-iie  said  to  him,  "be  merciful  to  uiy  lack  of 
courage.    Take  me  first !"' 

As  she  spoke,  the  foot>teps  of  a  man  runnini:  at  full  s[»ecd 
echoed  from  the  walls,  and  Victor  ajiix-ared  upon  the  scen(>. 
Clara  was  kneeling'  before  the  hlork  :  her  white  neck  seetued  to 
appeal  to  the  blade  to  fall.  The  otlicer  turned  faint,  but  he 
found  strength  to  rush  to  her  side. 

"The  General  .grants  you  your  life  if  you  will  consent  to 
marry  me,"  he  murmured. 

The  Spanish  fijirl  gave  the  oIIIcct  a  glance  full  of  proud 
disdain. 

"Now,  Juanitol""  sh(>  said  in  her  deep-toned  voice. 

Her  head  fell  at  Victor's  feet.  .\  shudder  ran  through  the 
Marque-sa  de  Legahes,  a  convulsive  tremor  that  she  could  not 
control,  but  she  gave  no  other  sign  of  her  anguish. 

"Is  this  whore  T  ought  to  be.  dear  .huinito?  Is  it  all 
right?"  little  ilanuel  asked  his  brother. 

"Oh.  Mariquita,  you  are  weeping!"  Juanito  said  when  his 
sister  came. 

"Yes,"  said  the  girl ;  "T  am  thinking  of  you.  poor  Juanito ; 
how  unhappy  you  will  be  when  we  are  gone." 

Then  the  Marquis'  tall  figure  ai)proa(lied.  He  looked  at 
the  block  where  his  children's  l)loo<l  iiad  been  shed,  turned  to 
the  mute  and  motionless  crowd,  and  said  in  a  loud  voice  as 
he  stretched  out  his  hands  to  Juanito: 

"Spaniards  I  I  give  my  son  a  father's  blessing. — Xow. 
^far(]uix.  strike  'without  fear:'  tliou  art  'without  reproach.'" 

But  when  his  mother  came  near,  leaning  on  the  confessor's 
arm — "She  fed  me  from  her  breast  I"  Juanito  cried,  in  tones 
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that  drow  a  en-  of  horror  froni  the  crowd.  The  uproarion? 
mirth  of  tlif  onicors  over  their  wine  died  away  liefori'  tiial 
terrible  ery.  The  Mar(|iiesa  knew  tliat  .luanito's  courage  was 
exhausted  :  at  one  Ixmnd  she  spran-,'  to  the  i)aliistrade,  leapt 
forth,  and  was  da.~l>ed  to  pieees  on  the  rocks  helow.  A  cry 
of  admiration  broke  from  tlie  spectators.     Juanito  swooned. 

'■General,"  said  an  otlicer,  half  drunk  by  this  time,  ''Mar- 
chand  iias  just  been  telling'  luc  soniethin;:  about  this  execu- 
tion :  1  will  wajxer  that  it  was  not  l)y  your  orders "' 

"Are  you  forjrettiii;;-.  gentlemen,  that  in  a  month's  time 
five  hundred  families  in  France  will  be  in  inourninir,  and  that 

we  are  still  in  Spain?"  cried  General  G .    'Do  you  want 

us  to  leave  our  bones  here?" 

But  not  a  man  at  the  table,  not  even  a  subaltern,  dared  to 
empty  his  glass  after  that  speech. 

In  spite  of  the  respect  in  which  all  men  hold  the  Marques 

de  Legiii'^'*'  i"  ''pi^''  '*f  ^''''  ^'''^'  "^  ^^''  *'''''"'".'/o  (^^'^^  execu- 
tioner) conferred  upon  him  as  a  patent  of  nobility  by  the 
King  of  Spain,  the  great  noble  is  consumed  by  a  gnawing 
grief.  He  lives  a  retired  life,  and  seldom  appears  in  public. 
The  burden  of  his  heroic  crime  weighs  heavily  upon  him, 
and  he  seems  to  wait  impatiently  till  the  birth  of  a  second  son 
shall  release  him,  and  he  may  go  to  join  the  Shades  that  never 
cease  to  haunt  him. 


PABI8,  October  1830. 
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"Come,  Doputy  of  tlio  f'cntro,  ennio  alonp!  Wf  shall  have 
to  mend  our  pace  if  we  mean  to  sit  down  to  dinner  wlu-n 
cvorv  OIK'  ('!s(^  doi's,  and  that's  a  fact!  Hurry  u[)!  .lump. 
ManpiisI  That's  it  I  Wt'll  done  I  You  an.'  bcninding  over 
the  furrows  just  like  a  stair!" 

These  words  were  uttered  hy  a  sportsman  seated  much  at 
his  caso  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Foret  de  I'lsle-Adani;  he  had 
just  finished  a  Havana  eijrar,  wliieh  he  had  '^moked  while 
he  waited  for  his  companion,  who  had  evidently  been  strayinj,' 
about  for  some  time  amon<r  the  forest  undergrowth.  Four 
pantinir  dogs  by  tiie  speaker's  side  likewise  watched  the  prog- 
ress of  the  personage  for  whose  benefit  the  remarks  were 
made.  To  make  their  sarcastic  import  fully  clear,  it  should 
iie  added  that  the  second  sportsman  was  both  short  and  stout ; 
his  ample  girth  indicated  a  truly  magisterial  corpulence,  and 
in  consecpience  his  progress  across  the  furrows  was  by  no 
means  easy.  He  was  striding  over  a  vast  fli'ld  of  stulilile;  the 
dried  corn-stalks  underfoot  added  not  a  little  to  the  ditllcul- 
lies  of  his  passage,  and  to  add  to  his  discomforts,  the  genial 
influence  of  the  sun  that  slanted  into  bis  eyes  brought  great 
drops  of  perspiration  into  his  face.  The  uppermost  thought 
in  his  mind  being  a  strong  desire  to  keep  his  balance,  ho 
lurched  to  and  fro  much  like  a  coach  jolted  over  an  atrocious 
road. 

It  was  one  of  those  September  days  of  almost  tropical 
lieat  that  finishes  the  work  of  summer  and  ripims  the  grapes. 
Such  heat  forebodes  a  coming  storm  ;  and  though  as  yet  there 
ucre  wide  patches  of  blue  !)etween  the  dark  rain-clouds  low 
down  on  the  horizon,  ])ale  golden  masses  were  rising  and 
21  (;s,ii) 
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sciittcrir.u'  wiili  nminnii-;  -;\vil'tii(s>  fnmi  west  to  oast,  arnl 
iira\viii;_'  ;i  >!iii(i(»wv  veil  mvo--  the  >ky.  The  wind  was  slill. 
.^avc  in  ihr  iippri-  rc,u-i"ii>  nf  llir  air.  -n  that  tiic  wi'i;rlit  nf  the 
alnio-|ilirvi'  Mviiic'il  In  (niiijin'"  tilt'  strainy  licat  nf  tlif  t'artli 
inii.  \]\<-  I'oivM  .LHadrs.  TIk'  tall  t'niv>t  tmcs  sliut  nut  fvcry 
linatli  nf  nil-  >n  cniniilftcly  that  tlm  little  vallry  ai-m--^  which 
Ihn  -|inrl-inan  wn-  niakin.i:  his  way  wa^  a-  lii>t  as  a  fnrnaoo; 
the  >ilrni  fnrcst  si^fnicii  pardifd  with  the  (l<Ty  In-at.  Birds 
iiiid  iiiM'cts  wrrc  nnitc;  the  Inpinnst  twi,<:s  of  tln'  trees  swayed 
with  searcelv  jiencptihle  mot  inn.  Any  one  who  retains  some 
recnllectinn  (,f  the  .MuniiuT  nf  isl'.i  must  surely  compassionate 
the  pli.iiht  nf  ihe  hapless  sujiporter  of  the  ministry  who  toiled 
and  sweated  over  the  stuhhle  to  rejoin  his  satirical  eomra<le. 
That  L'entlcman,  as  he  siimked  his  ciu'ar.  had  arrived,  hy  a 
process  of  calcidatio!)  hased  on  the  altitude  of  the  sun,  to  the 
ennclusinn  that  it  inuA  he  ahout  five  o'clock. 

"Where  the  dcvil  are  wc?"  asked  the  stout  sj)ortsnian.  Tie 
wiped  his  hrow  as  he  s])ni<e.  ami  ])ropi>ed  liiiusidf  asrainst  a 
tree  in  the  field  oppoMte  his  companion,  feelinij:  (piitp  nneriual 
to  elearin,','-  the  hroad  ditch  that  lay  hetween  thoni. 

"And  von  ask  that  question  of  ;//''.'"  rctorteil  the  other, 
laujrliinir  from  his  hed  of  tall  hrown  <:ra-ses  on  the  top  of  the 
bank,  lie  lluiii:  the  end  of  his  ci.L'ar  into  the  ditch,  exclaim- 
ing, "I  swear  liy  Saint  Huhert  that  no  one  shall  catch  me 
risking  mvself  again  in  a  count  y  that  1  don't  know  with  a 
magistrate,  even  if,  like  you.  my  dear  d'Alhon,  he  happens  tc 
be  an  old  schoolfellow." 

"Whv.  rhilip.  have  you  really  forgotten  your  own  Ian 
giiage?  You  surely  must  have  left  your  wits  behind  you  ir 
Siheria."  said  the  stouter  of  the  two,  with  a  glance  half-comic 
half-]'athetic  at  a  giii<le-post  distant  about  a  hundred  pace^ 
from  them. 

"I  understand."  reidiod  th(>  one  addressed  as  Philip.  lb 
snatched  up  his  rifle,  suddenly  sprang  to  his  feet,  made  bu 
one  jumji  of  it  into  tlie  field,  and  rushed  off  to  the  guide-post 
"This  wav.  d'Albnn.  here  you  are!  left  about!"  he  slioutod 
gesticulating  in  the  direction  of  the  highroad.     "To  Bailie 
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find  I'lsh-Adniii .'"  lio  went  on;  ".-n  if  we  <:o  aloriir  here,  ■  ' 
shall  Im'  sure  to  conic  upon  the  (  ro«-ro;i(l  to  ('as>aM." 

"Quite  ri^'lit.  ('oloti''!."  >aiii  M.  li'AUion.  piittinu-  il'  .'ap 
with  which  he  hail  been  tannin;:  liini>elt'  hack  on  his  head. 

"Then  forward!  hiu'lil^'  fcspc(li'il  Councillor,"  retarned 
Colnni'l  I'hilip.  whistling'  to  the  ilo-.'-,  iliat  -cciiicil  already 
to  ohcy  him  rather  than  the  niaui-tratc  tluir  master. 

"Are  you  aware,  my  lord  Mapjtiis.  that  two  Icairiies  yet 
remain  before  us?"  iiiipiired  the  malicious  soldier.  "Tiuit 
village  down  yonder  must  be  lia'llet." 

"(Ireat  lieavciis  I"  cried  the  .Manpiis  d'.Mbon.  "(Jo  on  to 
Cassari  by  all  nu  ans,  if  you  like;  but  if  you  do,  you  will  <^i> 
alone.  I  jircfer  to  wait  here,  >torm  or  no  -form;  you  can 
send  <a  horse  for  me  from  the  chateau.  You  have  been  mak- 
ing; jranio  of  me,  Sucy.  We  were  to  have  a  nice  day's  s[)ort  by 
ourselves;  wo  were  n<it  to  ;:o  very  far  from  Cas^an,  and  fjo 
over  ground  that  I  knew.  I'ih>h!  in-tead  of  a  day's  fun, 
you  have  kept  nn'  running'  like  a  i:reyhoiind  since  four  o'(  lock 
this  morniii;.',  and  nothing:  but  a  cu[)  or  two  of  milk  iiy  way 
of  breakfast.  Oh  I  if  ever  you  find  yourself  in  a  court  of 
law,  I  will  take  care  that  the  day  ,ir')es  against  you  if  you 
wore  in  the  right  a  hundred  times  over." 

The  dejected  sportsman  sat  himself  down  on  one  of  the 
.-tump?  at  the  foot  of  the  guide-post,  disencumbered  him-elf 
nf  his  rifle  and  empty  game-bag,  and  heaved  a  prolonged 
sigh. 

"Oh,  Franco,  behold  thy  Deputies  I"  laughed  Cohme!  do 
Suov.  "Poor  old  d'Albon;  if  you  had  spent  six  months  at 
the  other  end  of  Siberia  as  T  di<l 

He  broke  olT.  and  his  eyes  sought  the  sky.  a.<  if  the  stor\' 
of  his  troubles  was  a  secret  between  himself  and  (lod. 

"f'ome,  march!"  he  added.  '"If  you  onco  sit  down,  it  is  all 
over  with  you." 

"I  can't  help  it,  rhili]i!  It  is  such  an  old  habit  in  a 
nuigistrato!  I  am  dead  beat,  upon  my  honor.  If  I  had  only 
bagged  one  hare  thouLdi  I" 

Two  men  more  difTcrent  are  seldom  seen  together.     The 
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civiliati,  a  man  of  fdrty-two,  sfniicfl  scarofly  tnorr  than 
thirty;  whilr  tlic  .-^oidicr.  at  tliirty  years  (if  a^',  lixikcd  tn  he 
flirty  at  thr  Ir.ist.  Moth  wore  the  red  rn-cttc  that  pnK'laiiiUMl 
thrill  to  hi'  iilliccrs  of  the  lit'j,'ioM  of  Honor  A  few  locks  of 
hair,  miii-ltd  white  and  hiack,  like  a  iiia;:iiie's  wiiij:,  hm! 
strayed  from  heneath  th»>  Colonel's  onp;  wliile  thick,  fair 
curls  chi>tered  aiiniit  tiif  ma»jistrate"s  temples.  Tlie  Colonel 
was  tall,  s|)ari',  dried  up,  but  muscular;  the  lines  in  his  pale 
face  told  a  tale  of  vehement  passions  or  of  terrilile  sorrow^ ; 
hut  his  coniradeV  jolly  countenance  Iwamed  with  health,  and 
Would  have  done  credit  to  an  epicurean.  Both  men  were 
deeply  sunhiirnt.  Tiieir  hi^h  ^'alters  of  hrown  leather  car- 
ried souvenirs  <d"  every  <litch  and  swamp  that  they  crossed 
that  day. 

"Come,  come,"  cried  M.  do  Suey,  "forward!  One  short 
hour's  march,  and  we  shall  he  at  Cassan  with  a  pood  dinner 
hefore  us." 

"Vou  never  were  in  love,  that  is  positive,"  returned  the 
Councillor,  with  a  eon)icaIly  piteous  e.\pression.  "You  arc  as 
inc.xorahle  as  Artic-le  ;5()4  of  the  I'enal'Code  !^' 

J'hilip  de  Sucy  shuddered  violently.  Deep  lines  appeared 
in  his  broad  forehead,  his  face  was  overcast  like  the  pkv 
above  them  ;  hut  thoufrh  his  features  seemed  to  contract  with 
tlio  ])aiii  of  an  intoleraldy  hitter  memory,  no  tears  came  lu 
his  eyo.s.  Like  all  men  of  strong  character,  he  possessed  the 
power  of  forcing  his  emotions  down  into  some  inner  depth, 
and,  perhaps,  like  many  reserved  natures,  he  shrank  from 
laying  bare  a  wound  too  deep  for  any  words  of  human 
speech,  and  winced  at  the  thou-lit  of  ridicule  from  those  who 
(io  not  care  to  understand.  'S\.  d'Albon  was  one  of  tliose  who 
are  keenly  sensitive  by  nature  to  the  distress  of  others,  who 
feel  at  once  the  pain  they  have  unwittingly  jriven  l)v  some 
blun(h'r.  lie  respected  his  friend's  mood,  rose  to  his  feet,  for- 
got his  weariness,  and  followed  in  silence,  thoroughly  an- 
noyed with  himself  for  l:aving-  touch(>d  on  a  wound  that 
seemed  iiot  yet  heiled, 

"Some  day   I  will  tell  you  my  story,"  Philip  said  at  l;i-t. 
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wrin^'ing  his  friend's  hand,  wliilc  hf  {vcknowlod^rod  his  duinli 
rt'pt'ntanf-c  with  a  hcart-n'ridiiitr  ulancr.     "  Tn-day  I  cannni." 

They  walked  on  in  silonci'.  As  the  ChImik  IV  ilistrcss  |iasso<i 
of!  the  Councillor's  fatijiui'  n'tiiriicd.  Iii^tiiictiM'ly,  or  ratl\ir 
iirpMl  hy  weariness,  his  eyes  explored  the  de|)ihs  of  ihe  fore.^t, 
arouml  them;  he  looki'd  hiL'h  and  low  anion;:  the  trees,  and 
;:aze(l  alonj:  th<'  avenues,  ho[)in;r  to  discover  some  (i\venin<,' 
where  he  mi^dit  ask  for  hospitality.  They  reached  a  ph'ce 
where  several  roads  met ;  and  the  Councillor,  fancyiiiLr  that  In- 
saw  a  thin  film  of  smoke  risin.s;  throufrh  the  tnes.  maile  a 
stand  ami  looketl  sharply  !il)out  him.  He  cau^dit  a  ^.'limjise 
of  the  dark  jrreen  hranches  of  some  firs  anion;,'  the  oilier 
forest  trees,  and  finally,  "A  hoii.se  I  a  house  I"  he  shouted. 
.Vo  sailor  could  have  raised  a  cry  of  "Land  ahead  I"  more 
joyfully  than  he. 

He  plun;red  at  once  info  underprowth,  somewhat  of  the 
thickest;  and  the  Cr)lonel,  who  had  fallen  into  deep  niusinL''s, 
followed  him  unheedin;:ly. 

"I  would  rather  have  an  omelette  here  and  home-made 
hread,  and  a  chair  to  sit  down  in.  than  go  further  for  a  sofa, 
truffles,  and  Bordeaux  wine  at  Cassan." 

This  outhurf.t  of  enthusiasm  nn  the  Councillor's  part  was 
caused  by  the  sijrht  of  the  whitened  wall  of  a  house  in  the 
distance,  standinrr  out  in  strong  contrast  airainsf  the  l)n>wn 
masses  of  knotted  tre"-trunks  in  the  forest. 

"Aha!  This  u.sed  to  lie  a  priory.  1  should  say."  the  Mar- 
ipiis  d'Albon  cried  once  more,  as  they  stood  lict'ore  a  srriin 
old  gateway.  Through  the  grating  they  could  see  the  house 
itself  standing  in  the  midst  of  some  considerable  extent  of 
park  land;  from  the  style  of  the  architecture  it  appeared  to 
have  been  a  monastery  once  upon  a  time. 

"Those  knowing  rascals  of  monks  knew  how  to  choose  a 
site!" 

This  last  exclamation  was  caus'^d  by  the  magistrate's 
amazement  at  the  romantic  hermitag(>  before  his  eves.  The 
house  had  been  built  on  a  spot  half-way  up  the  hillside  on 
the  slope  below  the  village  of  Nerville,  which  crowned  the 
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HUniiiut.  A  till;.'*'  circle  nf  -rent  .iiiktnrs,  Inindrcds  of  yci 
"I'l.  ^Miar(''i|  ilic  M,!ii;iry  |il;nc  fr-iii  iri!rii-P>ii.  'I'Imt.'-  ; 
pcarcil  tit  l)f  .ilruiit  inrt>  m  iv-  nf  th,.  [i;irl<.  'I'lic  uuiin  Imi 
injj  uf  til,,  iiidiiii-tirv  I'nicil  ih,.  -(.luh.  mikI  >iuc)iI  m  a  spncc 
^'rccii  iniMilim.  |iirtiin-..|iifi\  inlrr-rtird  l,v  -cvcnil  liiiv  v\< 
stream-,  and  li\  lar;,'cr  -lini^  .,t'  wain-  -..  di-|p"srd  a.-  to  li;i 
a  natural  circ,  t.  Shapdv  tivi'-  with  (oiiira-tiiiir  folia^rc  jxt< 
'"''■''  '"id  lli'Ti-.  (irdlln-  had  Imch  iii;:rni()n-lv  cuntrivcd;  a 
iimad  tcrrac.d  walk,-,  ikiw  in  riiiii.  tiiuiiu'li  the  step-  \\; 
lirukni  and  the  halusl  rades  eaten  thruiiirli  witli  ru-t.  i,';ive 
this  >\Ivan  Tin  haul  a  certain  cliaracter  of  it.-  nwn.  'I'lie  ;] 
"f"  "!■">  'I'"'  lii''  pirtiire-,|ueness  (if  naiare  h,,d  wmMLdit  t 
getli.  r  t.)  pr'idiice  a  chariiiiii;:  eirect.  niiinan  pa>siuns  sun 
colli,!  nut  crov^  that,  hoimdary  n\'  lail  nak-tree>  whicli  sli 
out  the  .-..uiid-  el"  the  outer  wurld,  aiMJ  screene.l  III,,  fier 
heat  i-f  the  sun  from  thi-  fore-t  sanciuarv. 

"What  ne;:le,t  '."  said  M.  d"  \lh,,n  to  hini>,'lf,  after  the  fir 
sense  of  ijidi-iii  in  the  me!an,lio|y  a-|)eet  of  tile  ruins  in  tl 
landscape,  which  seemed  lilii/hlcd  hv  a  curse. 

It  was  like  some  haunted  spot,  -hiiniicl  of  men.  Tl 
twisted  ivy  stems  claniiicred  everywli.'re.  hidimx  eviu-ythii 
away  hencath  a  liivu riant  urcen  mantle.  Mo-<  and  lichen 
brown  and  <:ray,  yellow  and  red.  civered  the  trees  with  fai 
tastic  fiatelies  of  coI,,r.  irrew  upon  the  liench,.^  in  tlu'  irarde 
overran  the  roof  an, I  the  walN  of  ih,.  hoii,,..  'I'h,.  w"indov 
sashes  were  weatlier-worn  and  warpi^d  with  ap-.  the  lialcnnit 
weredn.ppinfr  to  pieces,  the  ternices  in  ruins.  Here  and  tliei 
the  foldin-r  .shutters  liunir  hy  a  sin-l,.  Iiinire.  The  crazv  dom 
would  havo  driven  way  at  th.'  (ii--i  attempt  to  f.u-ie'an  er 
trance. 

Out  in  the  orchard  the  neirlected  fniit-tn^es  were  runnin 
to  woo,],  the  ramhlinu^  branch, 's  |,ore  no  fruit  save  the-  trlistor 
inir  misileine  berries,  and  tall  plants  were  -rowini:  in  th 
frarden  walks.  .\ll  this  forlornne..-  -hod  a  .harm  across  th 
pietiire  that  wnm-ht  on  th,'  spectator's  mind  with  an  influ 
once  like  that  of  some  ,'nchaiif in;.'-  po,Mii.  'lilin-j-  hi-  son]  witl 
dreamy   fancies.     A   poet   must    have  lin,s:ere,rthen'  in   deoi 


FARKWKI.I. 


ri'jT 


^.rnl  M...|aM..ho!v  iniNin,--.  H,,-,rv..|inL'  -u  ti„.  I.annonv  nf  this 
uil.i.r.i.-..  vvIht,.  ,|,.,,.v  |,,„|  ^,  .„,,,,, ,^  ^,^.^,.,,  ,,f  jj,  ;^^^.^^ 

In  ,1  n,n„H.i,t  a  U-sk  ::I,  ,,,..>  uf  -u,ili::ht  .tni-L'Ir.i  tl,rM„di 
•I  rifi  in  III,.  ,.1,„„N.  ,,,„|  „  ,|„.„,.r  uf  r..|„r..|  Ii-!,t  f,.il  ,,v,.r  tl,.> 
«>'l  isnvh'u.  Tl„.  I,r„u„  ,,|.s  nf  ,h,.  n.nf  ;rl..w,.,!  ,„  ,1... 
Ii.-li!.  il,..  ,M.K-r.  |,M,k  l.nj.t  Ini.s.  stran-.-  sha-low.  nla-v,! 
"V.T  til.'  ,LM-;...  I„.n..,ll,  ,l„.  ,,.,.,.>;  th.  ,h:u\  autimm  tint,  .^n-w 
^ivHl.  l.nu'lit  iu.,..\,„.,  I..,!  runtnKts  ucn-  rvok,..!  I.v  th-  U-ht 
•\.'rv  leal  >i,hmI  out  <!iarply  in  tlir  .l.-ar.  thin  air  Thfirall 
^"  "nr.'  th,.  ^iMili.L'hl  ,!i,  ,1  auav.  an.l  th,.  landx-a,,..  that  ...,.|m...I 
t"  hav..  <,,ok..n  -rcw  -ilmt  an,|  .i:1,.m,„v  a-ain.  or  ratli.T  it 
t-.k  j:rav  s,.ft  ,.,„...  lik,.  th..  t.MHh-n..t  h.„s  of  autunin  .liNk 

;-li  IS  til.,  pahi.v  of  th,.  SI....[,i,v,r  Hoautv."  th.-  Coun-illor 
^_aHl  to  hniKolf  (h,.  ha.l  a!r-a,iv  h,.uMin  to' look  at  th-  j.la.v 
Iron,  fh,.  point  of  viow  of  an  owtt.T  of  prop.rtv).  "Who,,, 
'•^'"  tl";  !'l-'<''  '"■I'-ni:  to.  F  won.Ior.  H,.  „n,>t  h.-' a  ^.n-at  fool 
iiot  to  hv.'  o,i  .||.h  a  fhanninj:  httic  estate!" 
.I">t   at    that   inonu-nt.  a   wunan   spranjr  out   from   under 

•■'  "■"7'."' "   the  ri^^ht-han.l  si.ie  of  the  -atewav.  an.l 

pass.,1  hetoiv  the  C.uncillor  a>  noisele^^slv  and  swiftlv'as  the 
-hadow  ot  a  clo.id.  This  apparition  st-uck  Iiin,  dutnh  with 
amazement. 

"llallo.  <r.\Ihon.  what  i.^  the  matter?"  aske.l  the  Colonel 
"I  am   nihhin..'  my  eyes  to  find  out   whether  I   am  awake 
or  asleep,  '  answ(Te.]  the  ma-istrat.-.  whose  countenance  wa. 
I'ressed  a-ainst  th,.  grating  in  the  hope  of  catching  a  second 
,Lrlimp«.  of  the  ghost. 

"In  all  prnhahility  she  is  under  that  fi?-tree."  he  went  on 
indicating,    for    Philip's    henefit.    sonie   J.ranchi.s    that    over- 
'opped  the  wall  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  <ratewiv 
".She?     Who?" 

"Kh!  how  should  I  know?"  answered  M.  d'.Mbon  "\ 
^trange-lookir-  woman  sprang  up  thi-re  undi-r  mv  verv  eves 
■«>st  now.  lic  added,  in  a  low  voi,.,. :  "she  looked  to  mo  more 
lik..  a  ghosf  than  a  liviug  h,.ing.  She  was  so  slender  lirrht 
■uul  shadowy  that  sh..  n.ight  ho  transparent.  Her  fa.e  was 
as  white  as  milk,  her  hair,  her  eyes,  and  her  dress  were  black 
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Sh<'  '_:;i\('  1110  a  glance  as  she  flitted  by.    I  am  not  easily  fright 
eiii'el.  but  that  cold  siony  stare  of  hers  froze  the  blood  in  lu 


"Was  she  pretty?"  inquired  Philip. 

"I  (Idh'i  know.     1  saw  nothing  but  those  eyes  in  her  head.' 

"'I'hc  devil  take  dinner  at  Cassan  I"'  e.xclainied  the  Colonel 
"let  us  stay  here.  1  am  as  eager  as  a  boy  to  see  the  insid 
of  this  queer  place.  The  window-sashes  are  painted  red,  d^ 
you  see?  There  is  a  red  line  round  the  panels  of  the  door 
and  the  edges  of  the  shutters.  It  might  be  the  devil's  owi 
dwelling:  perha[)s  he  took  it  over  wlien  the  monks  went  out 
Now,  then,  let  us  give  chase  to  {he  black  and  white  lady 
come  along!"  cried  Philip,  with  forced  gaiety. 

He  had  scarcely  finished  speaking  when  the  two  ,  )rtsmei 
heard  a  crv  as  if  some  bird  had  been  taken  in  a  snare.  The; 
listened.  There  was  a  sound  like  the  murmur  of  ripplin; 
water,  as  something  forced  its  way  through  the  bushes;  bu 
diligently  as  they  lent  their  cars,  there  was  no  foot;  !  on  tin 
path,  the  earth  kept  the  secret  of  the  mysterious  woman' 
passage,  if  indeed  she  had  moved  from  her  hiding-place. 

"This  is  very  strange!''  cried  Philip. 

Following  the  wall  of  the  path,  the  two  friends  reache( 
before  long  a  forest  road  leading  to  the  village  of  Chauvrv 
they  went  along  this  track  in  the  direction  of  the  highwa' 
to  Paris,  and  reached  another  large  gateway.  Through  thi 
railings  tliey  had  a  complete  view  of  the  fa<,'ade  of  the  mys 
terious  house.  From  this  point  of  view,  the  dilapidation  wai 
still  more  apparent.  Huge  cracks  had  riven  the  walls  o 
the  main  body  of  the  house  built  round  three  sides  of  a  square 
Evidently  the  place  was  allowed  to  fall  to  ruin;  there  wen 
boles  in  the  roof,  broken  slates  and  tiles  lay  about  Inflow 
Fallen  fruit  from  the  orchard  trees  was  left  to  rot  on  tht 
ground  :  a  cow  was  grazing  over  the  bowling-green  and  tram 
pling  tli(>  flowers  in  the  garden  bei's :  a  goat  browsed  on  th( 
green  grapes  and  young  vine-shoots  on  the  trellis. 

"It  is  all  of  a  piece,"  remarked  the  Tolonel.  "The  neglecl 
is  in  a  fashion  systematic."    He  laid  his  hand  on  the  chair 
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of  thp  hpll-piill.  but  the  boll  had  lost  its  clapper.  Tho  two 
Inend-s  iK'anl  no  sound  save  the  peculiar  ;:ratinjr  ci-ak  nf 
the  rusty  spring.  A  little  door  in  the  wail  heside  tlu'  -airway, 
though  ruinous,  held  good  against  all  their  efforts  to'furce  it 
oj)en. 

"Oho!  all  this  is  growing  ver}-  interesting,'"  Philip  said  to 
liis  companion. 

"If  1   were  not  a  magistrate,"  returned  M.  d'Albon,  "I 
.-hoiild  think  that  the  woman  in  black  is  a  witch. 

The  words  were  scarcely  out  of  his  moutli  when  the  cow 
came  up  to  the  railings  and  held  out  her  warm  damp  nose, 
;is  if  she  were  giad  of  luunan  society.  Then  a  woman,  if  so 
indcscnlmble  a  being  could  be  called  a  woman,  sprancr  up 
from  tho  bushes,  and  pulled  at  the  cord  about  the  cow's  neck. 
From  beneath  the  criiuson  handkerchief  about  tho  woman's 
head,  fair  matted  hair  escaped,  something  as  tow  hangs  about 
a  spindle.  She  wore  no  kerchief  at  the  throat.  A  coarse 
t)lack-and-gray  striped  woolen  petticoat,  too  short  bv  several 
inches,  left  her  legs  bare.  She  might  have  belonged  to  some 
tribe  of  Hedskins  in  Fenimore  Cooper's  novels;  for  her  neck 
arms,  and  ankles  looked  as  if  they  had  been  painted  brick-red' 
There  was  no  si)ark  of  intelligence  in  her  featureless  face- 
I'.cr  pale,  bluish  eyes  looked  out  dull  and  expressionless  from' 
I'cneath  the  eyebrows  with  one  or  two  straggling  white  hairs 
<^n  them.  Her  teeth  were  prominent  and  uneven,  but  white 
as  a  dog's. 

"Hallo,  good  woman,"  called  M.  de  Sucy. 

She  came  slowly  up  to  the  railing,  and  stared  at  tho  two 
sportsmen  with  a  contorted  smile  painful  to  see. 

"Where  are  we?  What  is  the  name  of  tlie  house  yonder' 
W  horn  does  it  belong  to  ?  Who  are  you  ?  Do  vou  come  from 
"I'Tcabouts?" 

To  these  questions,  and  to  a  host  of  others  poured  out  in 
■iccossion  upon  her  by  the  two  friends,  she  made  no  answer 
.-.ive  gurgling  sounds  in  the  throat,  more  like  animal  sounds 
'^an  anything  uttered  by  a  human  voice. 

"Don't  you  see  that  she   is  deaf  and  dumb:""  said   M 
:!  Albon. 
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"MinnrUrs!"  the  peasant  woman  -aid  at  last. 

"All  I  slit'  is  riu'ht.  The  lllln^(■  lii->k~  as  thoiiirli  it  mijr 
once  have  iiccn  a  .Mino.itc  cunvi'iit.""  lie  went  on. 

Ap:ain  tlicv  plied  the  prasani  wuiuin  uitli  (pu'stions,  bi 
like  a  wayward  child,  she  lolond  nn.  MdLiitrd  with  her  sahi 
twisted  the  rojie  by  wliich  she  held  ihe  cuw  ihat  had  fall 
to  ^M'a/.iMLT  aL^ain.  stared  at  tiie  -puri-ineii.  and  senitiniz 
every  arlu-Ie  of  olothiiii:  upon  them;  -he  ,LnM)ered.  frruntc 
and  chicked.  Imt  no  articulate  word  did  >he  utter. 

"Voiir  name?"  asked  I'hilip.  lixini,^  her  with  his  eyes  as 
he  were  tryini:  to  beuitcii  the  woman. 

"(;ene\  ieve,"  slie  answered,  with  an  I'mpty  lan<;h. 

"The  eow  is  llie  most  intelli^rent  <'reature  we  have  .sei 
so  far,"  e.xclaimed  the  ma^'istrate.  "I  shall  lire  a  shot,  th 
ou<iht  to  brintr  somebody  out."' 

D'Albon  had  just  taken  up  his  rille  when  the  Colonel  p' 
out  a  hand  to  stop  him,  and  jiointed  out  the  mysterious  w 
man  who  had  aroused  such  lively  curiosity  in  them.  SI 
seemed  to  be  absorbed  in  deep  tiiouL'ht.  as  she  went  alor 
a  green  alley  some  little  distance  away,  so  slowly  th 
the  friends  had  time  to  take  a  srond  !<iok  at  her.  She  wo 
a  threadbare  black  satin  irowTi.  Iut  lonir  hair  curled  thiek 
over  her  forehead,  and  fell  like  a  shawl  about  her  shoulde 
below  her  waist.  Doubtless  she  was  accustomed  to  the  d 
shevelment  of  her  locks,  for  she  seldom  put  back  the  hair  r 
cither  side  of  her  brows:  but  when  she  did  so.  she  shook  In 
head  with  a  sudden  jerk  that  had  not  to  be  repeated  to  shal 
away  the  thick  veil  from  her  eyes  or  forehead.  In  ever 
thint:  that  she  did.  moreover,  there  was  a  wonderful  ceriainl 
in  the  workinsx  of  the  mechanism,  an  unerring  swiftness  an 
precision,  like  that  of  an  animal,  well-night  marvelous  in 
woman. 

The  two  sportsmen  were  amazed  to  see  her  sprinsr  up  inf 
an  appl(>-tree  and  cling  to  a  boucj-h  lightly  as  a  bird.  SI: 
snatched  a!  the  fruit,  ate  it.  and  dropped  io  (he  ground  wii 
the  same  supple  grace  that  charms  es  in  a  sipiirrel.  The  eki- 
licit}-  of  her  liiybs  took  all   apjiearance  of  awkwardness  n 
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ofTort   from    hor   movonM.,us.      Sho   playod   «hoi,t   upon    tho 

^'ra..s  ro  h,.i:  ,n  M  .,s  a  y,nuv^  Hiild  M„,rl„  have  donl:  thon 

on  a  -.1<   -K  she  lay  s.ill  and  stretc^hed  onl  h.r  foot  and  hands." 

^^'th  thr  lan.u,d  natural  <:ra,v  of  a  kitton  dozing  in  tho  snn 

1  horo  was  a  throatonin.ir  prowl  of  thundor  far  -wav.  and  at 

his  sh..  started  np  n„  all  fours  an.l  list^-n,  d.  liko  a'do-  who 

h-ars  a  stran...  foot.top.     Ono  result  of  this  stran<re  attitude 

-as  to  soparato  luT  thick  black  hair  into  two  mas.os.  that 

.■     away  o„  e.thor  sido  of  hor  faco  and  loft  her  shoul.ler. 

-are.  tho  two  y.^tn.....  of  this  singular  soono  wondered  at 

'^  <■  ;vl.itonoss  of  the  skin  that  shone  l.ko  a  tuoadow  daisy  and 

form"  "'  '"d'^^'ited  the  perfecfion  of  the  rest  of  her 

A  wailinnr  ,.ry  hroke  from  her;  she  rose  to  her  feet  and 
^tnod  upr,.ht.  Kvory  suecossive  moven.ent  was  n.ade  "o 
l.ditly,  so  frracefully.  so  .asily,  that  she  seemed  to  be  no  hu- 
-nan  be.n.^,  but  one  of  Ossian's  ,naids  of  the  mist.  She  went 
across  the  o^rass  to  one  of  the  pools  of  water,  deftly  shook 
"ff  her  shoe  and  soo.nod  to  enjoy  dippin,^  her  foot,  white  as 
marble.  ,n  the  sprin,.:  doubtless  it  pleas,.]  her  to  tnake  the 
•^.rclmjr  npplos.  and  watch  them  ,ditter  like  .ems.  Sho  knelt 
I  -n  y  ,1,0  br.nk.  and  plavod  there  like  a  child,  dabbling 
KT  l.u  ;^  tresses  „,  the  water,  and  flin,nn,r  them  loo.^e  a-^ain 
!"  je  th.>  water  drip,  frotn  the  onds  like  a  strin.^  of  pearl" 
in  the  sunless  lieht.  "^        P 

"SIk'  is  u>,!(l  :"■  cried  the  rouncillor. 

A  hoarse  orv  ran^  throu.d.  the  air;  it  came  from  Oene- 
ueve,  and  soon.od  to  bo  meant  for  the  mvsU^riaus  wom."? 
>ho  rose  to  h,,-  oot  ,n  a  moment,  flin,sin,r  back  tho  hair  from 
'T  froo.  and  then  the  Colonel  and  d'Albon  oould  see  her 
-aturos  d.stmctly.  As  soon  as  she  .saw  the  two  friends  she 
bounded  to  tho  railinors  with  the  swiftness  of  a  fawn 

-t  discover  the  least  trace  of  foHin.    the  least  idea  in  the 
u-oot  sounds  that  thov  had  awaited  itnpatientlv 

.M.  d  Albon  admired  tho  Ion,'  lashes,  the  thick,  dark  eve- 
■"•ows,  tho  dazzhn-  fairness  of  a  skin  untinired  by  anv  traoo 
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of  red.    Only  the  dolicatc  bluo  voins  contrasted  with  that  iiii 
form  whiteness. 

But  whi-n  the  Maniuis  turned  to  eon,  unieate  his  surpri^ 
at  the  si^dit  of  .«►  stran<:e  an  ap|iarition.  lie  saw  the  Colont 
stretched  on  the  ,irras>  like  (Uic  dead.  Y  d'AIbon  fired  h 
gun  into  the  air.  shmiied  for  help,  and  iried  to  raise  h: 
friend.  At  the  sound  of  the  sliot,  the  strange  lady,  who  ha 
stood  motionless  by  the  gate,  fled  away,  crying  out  like 
wounded  wild  en  iiturc,  circling  round  and  round  in  tli 
meadow,  with  every  sign  of  unspeakable  terror. 

M.  d'Albon  heard  a  carriage  rolling  along  the  road  t 
risle-Adam,  and  waved  his  haridkerchief  to  implore  hel] 
The  carriage  iniinediately  came  towards  the  Minorite  conveni 
and  M.  d"Albon  recognized  neighbors.  ^I.  and  Mme.  d 
(irandville.  who  hastened  to  alight  and  put  their  carriag 
at  his  disjiosai.  Colonel  de  Sucy  inhaled  the  salts  whic! 
.Mine,  de  (irandville  happened  to  have  with  her;  he  opene( 
his  eyes,  looked  towards  the  mysterious  figure  that  still  fle( 
wailing  through  the  meadow,  and  a  faint  cry  of  horror  brok 
from  him;  he  closed  his  eyes  again,  with  a  dumb  gesture  o 
entreaty  to  his  friends  to  take  him  away  from  this  scene.  M 
and  Mme.  de  tirandville  begged  the  Councillor  to  make  usi 
of  their  carriage,  adding  very  obligingly  that  they  themselvei 
would  walk. 

"Who  can  the  lady  be?"  in(|uired  the  magistrate,  lookim 
towards  the  strange  figure. 

"People  think  that  she  comes  from  Moulins,"  answered  M 
de  (Jrandville.  "She  is  a  Comtesse  de  Yandieres;  she  is  sai(' 
to  be  mad ;  but  as  she  has  only  been  here  for  two  months,  1 
cannot  vouch  for  the  truth  of  all  this  hearsav  talk." 

M.  d'Albon  thanked  ^l.  and  Mme.  de  Grandville,  and  the) 
set  out  for  Cassan. 

"It  is  sh(>!"  cried  Philip,  coining  to  himself. 

"She?  who?"  asked  d'Albon. 

"Stephanie.  .  .  .  Ah  !  dead  and  yet  living  still :  still 
alive,  but  her  mind  is  gone!  I  thoughtthe  sight  would  kill 
me." 
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The  pnidfiit,  riiii^M.-tratc,  rcro^'iiizing  the  gravity  of  Iho 
<risis  throii-li  which  his  fricii.l  was  passinir,  rcfraim'd  frum 
asking' (jiKvt ions  or  cxcitin^r  him  further,  and  f,'rew  iiiii>aticiit 
of  the  loiiLMh  of  the  wav  to  tlio  chiltoau,  for  the  clianiro 
wroii^dU  in  th.'  Col.inrrs  face  ahiniu'd  hini.  He  feared  h~st 
file  Countess"  terriiih-  disease  had  eoiiiinunioatcd  itself  to 
I'liihp's  hraiii.  Wlien  they  reaehed  the  avonne  at  I'lsh;'- 
Adam.  d'Alhon  sent  the  servant  for  the  local  doctor,  so  that 
I  lie  Coloticl  had  scarcely  been  laid  in  bed  before  the  surgeon 
uas   hi'sidc   him. 

"If  Monsieur  le  Colonel  had  not  been  fastin<r,  the  shock 
nmst  have  killed  him,"  pronouncd  the  kech.  "lie  was  over- 
lired.  and  that  saved  him.""  and  with  a  few  directions  as  to 
iIh-  patient's  treatment,  he  went  to  prepare  a  coniposin.r 
draudit  himself.  .M.  de  Sucy  was  better  the  next  morn" 
nii:.  but  the  doctor  had  insisted  on  sitting  up  all  night  with 
him. 

'•I  confess.  Monsieur  le  Manpiis,"  the  surgeon  said,  "that 
I  feared  for  the  brain,  ^r.  de  Sucy  has  had  some  very  violent 
-hoek:  he  is  a  man  of  strong  passions,  but,  with  his  tempera- 
ment, the  first  shock  decides  everything.  He  will  ver}'  likely 
Ih'  out  of  danger  to-morrow." 

Th..  d.Htor  was  perfectly  right.  The  next  day  the  patient 
uas  allowed  to  see  his  friend. 

"I  want  you  to  do  .something  for  me.  dear  d'Albon,"  Philip 
Slid,  grasping  his  friend's  hand.  "Hasten  at  once  to  the 
Mmonte  convent,  find  out  .-verything  about  the  ladv  whom 
ue  saw  there,  and  come  back  as  soon  as  you  can ;  I  shall  count 
I  he  minutes  till  I  see  you  again." 

•M.  d'Albon  called  for  his  horse,  and  galloped  over  to  the 
'>ld  monastery.  When  we  reached  the  gateway  ho  found  some 
-ne  standing  there,  a  tall,  spare  man  with  a  kindly  face,  who 
mswered  in  the  affirmative  when  he  was  asked  if  "he  lived  in 
ihe  mined  house.     M.  d'.Mbon  explained  his  errand. 

"Why,  then,  it  must  have  been  you,  sir,  who  fired  that  un- 
lucky shot !    You  all  hut  killed  mv  poor  invalid." 
"Eh!  T  fired  into  the  air!" 
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"If  you  liiid  iutually  liit  Madame  la  ronili'sso.  ynti  woul" 
liavi'  (lone  lis.>  liariii  to  licr." 

"Wfll,  well,  tlicii.  \vf  can  iicitluT  of  us  coiiiplain,  for  thi 
sijflit  of  tlic  Coiiuttss  all  liut  killed  my  friend.  M.  de  Suc\. 

"The  r>anui  de  Sncy.  i-;  it  possible?"  cried  the  doctor 
clasjiiii;,'-  his  hands.  "Has  hi;  been  in  Russia':'  was  he  in  tht 
Bere-ina  ?"' 

"Ve~."  answered  dWlbon.  "He  was  taken  prisoner  by  thi 
('os>acks  and  sent  to  Siiieria.  He  has  not  l)een  l»ack  in  thi' 
country  a  twelvemonth." 

'•('ome  in,  monsieur,"  said  the  other,  and  he  led  the  way  t( 
ii  (lrawin<.r-room  on  tiie  ^'round-tloor.  p]ver\-thing  in  thi 
room  showed  si^rns  of  capricious  destruction. 

Valuable  cliina  jars  lay  in  fra<rmcnts  on  either  side  of  i 
cloc'k  beneath  a  ^'lass  shade,  whicli  had  escaped.  The  sill 
han^'in.u's  about  the  winilows  were  torn  to  raprs,  while  th( 
mu.-lin  curtains  were  untouched. 

"Vou  st'e  about  you  the  havoc  wroujrht  by  a  cliarming  beinj 
to  wIkuu  1  have  dedicated  my  life.  She  is  my  niece:  am 
thouuh  medic'al  science  is  powerless  in  her  case,  I  hope  to  re 
store  her  to  reason,  thouirh  the  method  which  I  am  tryin; 
is,  uiduckilv,  oidy  jxissible  to  the  wealthy." 

Then,  like  all  who  live  much  alone  and  daily  bear  th 
burden  of  a  heavy  trouble,  he  fell  to  talk  with  the  majjis 
trate.  This  is  the  st(u-y  that  h<'  told,  set  in  order,  and  witl 
the  many  diirressions  made  by  both  teller  and  hearer  omitted 

When,  ill  nine  o'clock  at  ni.ffht.  on  the  2Sth  of  Xovembe 
1>  Tv'.  Marshal  Victor  abandoned  the  hei>rhts  of  Studzianka 
■.  'licli  he  had  held  throu,s:h  the  day.  he  left  a  thousand  niei 
behind  with  instructions  to  protect,  till  the  last  possible  mo 
ment,  the  two  ])ontoon  bridjies  over  the  Beresina  that  stil 
held  <i-o(id.  This  rear  guard  was  to  save  if  possil)Ie  an  appall 
ing  number  of  stragirlers.  so  numbed  with  the  cold,  that  the; 
obstinately  refu-ed  to  leave  the  bagjrafre-wagon.s.  The  hern 
ism  of  the  trenerous  band  was  doomed  to  fail;  for,  unluckih 
the  uieu  who  poured  dovra  to  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Beresin: 
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f..ini.l  rarriapo?,  caissoiir^.  and  all  kinds  of  property  which 
ih,.  Arniv  had  been  forced  u.  abandon  durin-:  its  i)assap('  on 
the  -^Ttb'and  '-iHth  davs  of  \ovcinbcr.     Tlic  poor,  half-fn^zcn 
wretches,  sunk   almost  to  the   level   of  brutes,   lindin,!:  -uch 
unhoped-for  riches,  bivouacked    in   the  deserted  space,   laid 
iiands  on  the   niilitarv  stores.   i!a|.roviM'.l   huts   out   <d'   the 
material,  li-hted   lires  with   anytbiiiir  that   would   burn,  cut 
up  the  carcasses  of  the  horses  for  food,  tore  out  the  linmtrs 
of  the  carriatres.  wrapped  th<'inselves  in  them,  and  lay  down 
to   sleep    instead   of   crossin-   the    Reresina   in    peace    under 
cover  of  nipht— the  Reresina  that  even  then  had  proved,  by 
an    incredible   fatalitv.   so   disastrous    to    the    Army.      Such 
apathy  on  the  part  of  tlie  poor  fellows  can  only  be  understood 
by  those  who  remember  trampin^^  across  tlio-e  va-t   de-erts 
of  snow,  with  tiothin,«r  to  <|uench  their  thirst  but  snow,  snow 
for  their  bed,  snow  as  far  as  the  hori/.on  on  every  side,  and 
no  food  but  snow,  a  little  frozen  beetroot,  horseflesh,  or  a 

handful  of  meal. 

The  misprable  creatures  were  dropping  downi.  overcome 
by  hunger,  thirst,  weariness,  and  sleep,  when  thev  reached 
the  shores  of  the  Beresina  and  found  fuel  and  fire  and  vict- 
uals, countless  wagons  and  tents,  a  whole  improvised  town, 
in  short.  The  whole  village  of  Studziar.ka  had  l)een  removed 
piecemeal  from  the  heights  to  the  plain,  and  the  verv  penis 
and  miseries  of  this  dangerous  and  doleful  habitation  smiled 
invitingly  to  the  wavfarers.  who  beheld  no  prospect  bevon<l 
it  but  the  awful  Ru.ssian  deserts.  A  huge  hospice,  in  slmrt, 
was  erected  for  twenty  hours  of  existence.  Only  on(^  thought 
—the  thought  of  rest— appealed  to  men  weary  of  life  or  n;- 
joicing  in  unlooked-for  comfort. 

They  lay  rijiht  in  the  line  of  fire  from  the  cannon  of  the 
Russian  left:  "but  to  that  vast  mass  of  human  creatures,  a 
patch  upon  the  snow,  sometimes  dark,  sometitnes  breaking 
into  flame,  the  indefatigable  grape-shot  was  but  one  discmi- 
fort  the  more.  For  them  it  was  onlv  a  storm,  and  they  paid 
the  less  attention  to  the  bolts  that  fell  among  them  because 
there  were  none  to  strike  down  there  save  dying  men,  th« 
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woundfd,  or  porhap.*  tin-  (lf'a<l.  Strairj^lcrs  caiiH'  ii))  in  little 
bands  at  every  iiidiiicnt.  Tlifsc  walkiii;,'  ((irp-f-  iii-laiilly 
eeparati'd.  and  wanilcnd  lH'^';:iM,L'  finiu  (irr  to  lire;  and  nicct- 
inp.  for  the  nio~l  part,  wiili  n  rn-a!-.  banded  ilieni.-elve.-  to- 
gether apiin,  and  took  Itv  foree  wliai  tliev  could  not  other- 
wise olitain.  They  were  deaf  to  the  voiees  of  their  ollieers 
prophesying  death  on  the  morrow,  and  spent  the  ener;:y  n- 
qnired  to  cross  the  swamp  in  hnihlint,'  shelti'rs  for  the  nii:li! 
and  pn-jiarin^'  a  meal  that  often  proved  fatal.  The  ooniini: 
death  no  lon;.'er  seemed  an  evil,  for  it  jzave  them  an  hour  of 
slundjer  hefore  it  came.  IIun<,'er  and  thirst  and  cold — these 
were  evils,  hut  not  death. 

At  last  wood  and  fuel  and  canvas  and  shelters  failed,  and 
hideous  hrawls  hi'^ran  between  destitute  late  comers  and  the 
rich  already  in  possession  of  a  lodj.Mnjr.  The  weaker  were 
driven  away,  until  a  few  last  fuiritives  before  the  Hussian  ad- 
vance were  obliized  to  make  their  l)ed  in  the  snow,  and  lay 
down  to  rise  no  more. 

Little  liy  little  the  mass  of  half-dead  humanity  became  .«o 
den.<e,  so  deaf,  .*o  torpid. — or  perhaps  it  should  be  said  so 
happy — that  Marshal  Victor,  their  heroic  defender  aiiainst 
twenty  thousand  Russians  under  \Vitt|renstein.  was  actually 
compelled  to  cut  his  way  by  force  throuLdi  this  forest  of  men, 
so  as  to  cross  the  Beresina  with  the  five  thousaml  heroes  whom 
he  was  leadin;r  to  the  Kmperor.  The  miserable  creatures 
preferred  to  be  tramp'ed  and  crushed  to  death  ratlier  than 
stir  from  their  places,  and  died  without  a  sound,  smiling  at 
the  dead  ashes  of  their  fires,  forgetful  of  France. 

Xot  before  ten  o'clock  that  night  did  the  Due  de  Belluno 
reach  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Before  committinir  his 
men  to  the  pontoon  bridges  that  led  to  Zendjin.  he  left  the 
fate  of  the  rearguard  at  Stiulzianka  in  Hide's  hands,  and  to 
Eble  the  survivors  of  the  calamities  of  the  Beresina  owed 
their  lives. 

About,  midnight,  tlio  great  Cleneral,  followed  liv  a  courage- 
ous otficer.  cf.r!ie  out  of  his  little  hut  by  the  i]ridu''e.  and  gazed 
at  the  spectacle  of  this  camp  between  the  bank  of  the  Berc- 
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.ina  and  tho  Rori.nf  road  to  Sti.dzianka.  Tho  thunder  of 
,h..  Kussian  .annona,!.-  I.ad  (vas..!.  Mr.  and  llu-n.  faces 
,hat  had  nothin-  h.nnan  ahont  tluM,.  were  l.jrh U'd  u,.  l.> 
,ountless  ilrr.  that  s-rnu.!  to  ^:row  ,>ale  m  the  ^dare  of  the 
.nowfields  and  to  .,ve  n..  li-dU.  Nearly  th.rty  thousand 
wn„ht^,  helon.MMj:  to  ..vry  nation  that  Xai-'l'-"  >"<1  ''"^'^'d 
„pon  Uu.sia.  lay  there  ha/.ardiT.jr  their  lives  with  the  ind.ffer- 

ciice  of  hnite  hcasts.  ■ ,  .     u-     »„K 

"We  hav  all  those  to  save,"  the  (..-neral  said  to  his  sub- 
ordinate, -ro-.norrow  n.ornin^'  the  Russians  will  be  in 
Studzianka.  The  n.orn.nt  they  ron.e  up  we  shall  have  to  Bet 
lire  to  the  hrid<re:  so  plu.'k  up  heart,  my  boy!  Make  your 
wav  out  and  up  vender  thrnu.ud.  them,  and  tell  (.eneral  Four- 
nier  that  he  has'haivlv  time  to  evacuate  his  post  and  cut  his 
wav  throu^'h  to  the  hri.lge.  As  soon  as  you  hav(.  seen  hnu 
.et  out  follow  him  down,  take  some  able-bodied  men.  and  set 
fire  to  tho  tents,  wairons.  caissons,  carriages,  anything'  and 
evervthin^'.  without  pity,  and  drive  these  fdlow-s  on  to  the 
hrid^e  foMiiMd  evervthin;:  that  walks  on  two  lejxs  to  take 
refu^-e  on  the  other  l.ank.  We  must  set  fire  to  the  camp; 
it  is"our  last  resource.     If  Bcrthier  had  let  me  burn  those 

,] (1  wa-on^  sooner,  no  lives  need  have  been  lost  in  the 

river  except  my  poor  pnntooners.  niy  fifty  heroes,  who  saved 
the  Armv.  and  will  he  |orm»tt<'n."  ,      •,        ,       -j 

The  (ieneral  passed  his  hand  ov.>r  his  forehead  and  said 
no  more  He  felt  that  Poland  would  he  his  toinb,  and  fore- 
saw that  afterwards  n..-  v,.ice  would  he  raised  to  speak  for 
the  noMe  fellows  who  had  plun-ed  into  the  stream— into  the 
water<  of  the  I'.eresina !— to  driv  m  the  piles  for  the  bndcres. 
\nd.  indeed,  onlv  one  of  th.'U,  is  livina  now.  or,  to  be  more 
aecurate.  starvimx.  utterlv  for-otten  in  a  country  villa-e. 
■l-he  brave  otlicerhad  scarcelv  -one  a  hundred  paces  towards 
Studzianka.  when  Ceneral  I'ble  roused  some  of  his  T^it.ent 
nontooners.  and  be,.,,,  his  work  of  mercy  by  settinfr  fire  to 
Ih,.  camp  on  the  side  ..caret  the  bridge,  so  co.upe  lin-  the 
sleeper,  to  rise  and  cross  the  Beresina.    Meanwhile  the  young 
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aiili'-d.  -cfunp,  not  withdut  ditliciilly,  reached  the  one  wooden 
house  vet  lelt  staiulin;,'  in  Sliidzianka. 

"Sd  the  lv)x  is  [)ri'tty  full,  is  it,  niestiniute?"  he  said  to  a 
man  uiimn  he  t'omul  outside. 

"^'oii  will  he  a  knowinjf  I'l'llow  if  you  iiiana>re  to  <;et  inside," 
the  olTKcr  returned,  witliout  turnini,'  round  or  stoppinj^  his 
oceuimtiiin  (d'  iuukini,'  at  the  woodwork  of  the  house  with  his 
sahre. 

"i'liilii).  is  that  you?"  cried  the  aide-de-eanip,  recognizing' 
the  void'  ol'  tJiic  of  iiis  friends. 

"Ves.  .\ha!  is  it  you,  old  fellow?"  returned  M.  de  Sucy, 
looking  round  at  the  aide-de-iatup,  who  like  hirn.-elf  was  not 
more  than  twcnty-tlnve  years  old.  "1  fancied  you  were  on 
the  other -idc  (d' this  confounded  river.  Do  you  coni(;  to  hring 
us  sweetmeats  for  des.se rt  ?  You  will  get  a  warm  welcome," 
lie  added,  a-;  he  tore  away  a  strip  of  hark  from  the  wood  and 
gave  it  to  his  horse  hy  way  of  fodder. 

'"I  am  looking  for  your  commandant.  General  Ehle  has 
sent  me  to  tell  him  to  file  otr  to  Zemhin.  Von  liave  only  just 
time  to  cut  your  way  through  that  mass  of  dead  men;  as  soon 
as  you  get  through,  I  am  going  to  set  fire  to  the  place  to 
make  them  move — -- " 

'"You  almost  make  me  feel  warm!  Your  news  has  put  me 
in  a  fever:  J  have  two  friends  to  hring  through.  Ah  I  but  for 
those  marmots,  I  should  have  Iwen  dead  before  now,  old 
fellow.  On  their  aeeoimt  1  am  taking  care  of  my  horse  in- 
stead of  eating  hini.  F)Ut  have  you  a  cru.-t  about  you,  for 
pity's  sake?  It  is  thirty  hours  since  I  have  stowed  any  vict- 
uals. I  have  been  fighting  like  a  madman  to  keep  up  a  little 
warmth  in  my  body  a'ld  what  courage  I  have  left." 

"J'oor  rhilip!  I  have  nothing — not  a  scrap  I — But  is  your 
(ieneral  in  there?" 

"Don't  attempt  to  go  in.  The  bam  is  full  of  our  wounded, 
do  up  a  bit  higher,  and  you  will  -ee  a  sort  of  pig-stv  to  the 
right — that  is  where  the  (u^neral  is.  (lood-bye,  my  dear  fel- 
low. If  ever  we  meet  again  in  a  (|uadrille  in  a  ballroom  in 
I'ari.s " 
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Ho  did  not  finish  the  s.'ntrn.r,  for  ih."  tn-acVrv  of  the 
northeast  wiml  that  wni^tl.-l  ..bout  th...n  In-/.'  Maj.'r  lul.ps 
lips,  and  the  a>de-.le-.  anq.  k.pt  .novinu^  tW  t..ar  of  hnn^' 
f rose-bitten.  Silence  soon  preva,!..!.  ..anvly  Token  hy  tL- 
eroansof  the  wounded  ii.  the  l.arn.  or  the  .t.tle.l  so.inds  n.a.h. 
bv  M  de  Sue>-8  horse  eruneh.n-  th.-  fm/e,.  hark  with  fam- 
ished ea;:erness.  I'hihp  thrust  h>s  .ahre  mto  the  sheath, 
cauifht  at  the  hridU-  of  the  i-renou.  ain.„al  that  l.r  had  tuan- 
a-ed  to  k(rp  for  so  Ion-,  an.l  drew  her  away  from  the  nus- 
crable  fo.l.hT  that  she  was  ix-lting  with  appannt  relish. 

"Come  ah.n,'.  Riehette  !  come  alon- !  It  li-s  with  vo«  now. 
mv  hea.itv.  to  save  Stephanie's  life.  There,  wa,t  a  httl. 
lon.'er,  and  thev  will  let  iis  lie  dr.wn  and  die.  no  ,  oul.t  ;  an;l 
Philip,  wrapped  in  a  pelisse,  f.  which  douht le>s  he  ow.d  h.s 
life  and  enerfries,  lu-an  to  run,  stamping  his  fe.t  on  tiie 
frozen  .now  to  ke.>p  them  warm.  11.'  was  s.aiv  five  hun-lred 
paces  away  before  he  saw  a  jjreat  fire  blaz.n-  on  th.-pot 
where  he  had  left  his  carriage  that  nioniiii-  with  an  mI.1  sol- 
dier to  guard  it.  A  dreadful  mis-ivin-  seizid  op„n  him. 
Manv  a  man  und-r  the  iniluence  of  a  powerful  j:  durinjr 

the  Retreat  summon^'d  up  .  ner-ry  for  his  friend  ^ake  when 
he  would  not  have  exerted  himself  to  save  hi.s  own  life .  so  ,t 
was  with  Philip.  He  soon  n.'are.l  a  hollow,  wlieiv  he  had  left 
a  carriac^e  shelter.'.l  from  the  cannonade,  a  carna^^e  that  held 
a  young  woman,  his  playmate  in  chihlhood.  dearer  to  him 
than  anv  one  else  on  earth. 

Some  thirtv  stra--h-rs  were  sittin-r  round  a  tromondous 
blaze  which  thev  kept  up  with  logs  of  wood,  planks  wrenched 
from  the  floors  of  the  cai-^sons.  and  wheels,  and  panels  from 
carriage  bodies.  Th.-s.  ha.l  l)een.  doubtless,  among  the  last 
to  join  the  sea  of  fires.  hut>.  and  human  faces  tha  f,  IkI  th,' 
great  furrow  in  the  land  between  Slud/.ianka  and  the  fatal 
river  a  restless  living  sea  of  almost  imperceptibly  movi..^ 
fi<rures  that  sent  up  a  smoth.^red  bum  of  sound  blended  w n  - 
frVhtful  shrieks.  It  seemed  that  hunger  and  despair  ha.l 
driven  these  forlorn  -reatures  to  take  forcible  possession  o, 
the  carriage,  for  the  old  General  and  his  voung  wife,  whom 
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thpv  had  fonml  warmly  wrappod  in  pflissos*  anil  traveling; 
cloaks,  were  nnw  crnmlini;.'  on  tin'  rartli  hc^nif  lln-  lir«'.  ami 
oni'  of  tin-  carriaj.'.'  (lt"ir>  was  lnnki  n. 

As  soon  as  the  irrniip  of  ^trnL'u'l'T-  nmnd  llir  lirr  luanl  tiu' 
footfall  of  till'  Major's  liorsc.  a  frrnzird  \fll  of  hunu'iT  went 
up  from  tlicm.     "A  horse!"  tlirv  cried.     "A  horse  I" 

All  the  voices  went   up  as  one  voice, 

"Hack  I  hack  I     l-ook  ont  I"  >lioiiled  two  or  tiin f  tliein. 

levelini:  their  muski^ts  nf  the  animal. 

"I  will  pitch  von  iii'ck  and  crop  into  ymir  t'irr.  \uii  iilack- 
piiardsl"  cried  I'hilip,  spnnL'in^.'  in  front  of  tlic  mare. 
"There  are  dead  horses  Iviiil:  np  yonder;  ^'o  and  Imik  fnr 
them  !" 

"W'.at  a  rnm  customer  the  ot'  .t  is!--<>m>e.  twi<e.  will 
you  pet  out  of  the  way?"  returned  a  piant  prenadier.  "Vou 
won't?    All  rii,dit  then,  just  as  you  jjlease." 

A  woman's  shriek  ranp  out  ahove  the  report.  liUckilv.  none 
of  the  huUets  hit  IMiilip;  hut  i)0(ir  Miiliette  lay  in  the 
aponv  of  death.  Three  of  the  men  came  up  and  put  an  end 
to  her  with  thrusts  of  the  hayonet. 

"Cannihalsl  leave  mo  the  ruir  and  my  pistols,"  cried  IMiilip 
in  desperation. 

"Oh!  the  pistols  if  you  like;  hut  as  for  ine  ru^r.  there  i-  a 
fellow  yonder  who  has  had  nothing  to  wet  his  whistle  these 
two  days,  and  is  shivering'  in  his  coat  of  cohwehs,  and  that's 
our  Oonoral." 

Philip  liMikcd  u|)  ami  saw  a  man  with  worn-out  shoes  and 
a  dozen  rents  in  his  trousers;  the  only  covering:  for  his  head 
was  a  rapped  forapinp  cay),  white  with  rime.  Hi-  said  no 
nioro  after  that,  but  snatched  up  his  pistols. 

Five  of  the  men  drapped  the  mare  to  the  fire,  and  hcL'an  to 
cut  up  the  carca.ss  as  dexterously  as  any  journeymen 
butchers  in  Paris.  The  scraps  of  meat  wtMv  distributctl 
and  flunp  npon  the  coals,  and  the  whole  process  was  mapic- 
allv  swift.  I'hilii)  went  over  to  tlie  woman  wlio  had  pivcn 
the  (TV  of  terror  when  she  recopnized  his  danper.  and  sat 
down  by  her  side.     She  sst  motionless  upon  a  cushion  taken 
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from  tlw  rarrifip'.  waniiin-;  li.r-*.  f  at  tin-  hla/o;  sht'  ^ai«l 
no  word,  anil  j:a/.fii  at  liitn  without  a  -111111'.  lie  -^aw  Ih'-uIi- 
tier  tlif  >ol(lnT  wlioiii  li.-  iiad  Nft  nioiiiitinj:  jriianl  n\rr  i!i.' 
carriap'-.  tin-  |M.or  iCllow  had  !■  I'li  woinnl'il ;  hi'  liad  h.-.'n 
oviTpowtrnl  liy  nuiiil»T-.  ami  forml  to  -tinvml.T  to  th.' 
stra^'^'liTs  who  hail  >.t  iii.oii  luin,  ami.  Il^^•'  a  ilo^'  who  dcfi'ml-' 
his  iiiastir's  dmmr  idl  the  la-t  moim-nl,  hr  had  takiii  hi-* 
slmn-  of  the  .«imii1.  and  liad  m.idf  a  sort  of  cloak  for  him-rl: 
out  of  n  shi'tt.  At  tlial  [.arliciilar  moment  hi'  was  husy  toast- 
ing' a  iiifci'  of  horsitli>h.  and  in  liis  fan'  thi-  major  saw  a 
frlccfnl   antiiipation   of  the  roining   feast. 

TIh'  Coiiiti'  (Ic  VanditTcs,  who  .-eeincd  to  have  irrown  i|iiito 
childish  in  the  la-t  few  day.s,  sat  on  a  cushion  close  to  his  wife, 
and  stared  into  the  lire.  lie  was  only  just  he^rinnin-  to  shake 
oil  hir*  torpor  under  the  influence  of  the  warmth,  lie  had 
l)pen  no  more  'itrected  hy  IMiilip's  arrival  and  dan-er  thin  hy 
the  fi^'ht  an..       l.seijiient  pilla^'inj;  of  his  traveliuf.'  carriape. 

At  iirst  Sii      eaujrht  the  younjr  Countess"  hand  in  his.  try- 
injr  to  express  his  alfeet/)!)  for  her,  and  the  pain  that  it  pivo 
him   to  >ec  her   reduced   like  this   to  the   hist   e.vtremity  of 
mi.serv;   hut.  he  said   nothinj:  as  he  sat   liy   her  side  on   the 
thawinj:  heap  of  snow,  he  <.'ave  liim-elf  i;p  to  the  pleasure 
of  the  sensation  of   warmth,   forfretfiil   of  daii-rer.   fori.'etful 
of  all  thinj:s  else  in  the  world.     In  spile  of  iiim<elf  lii-  face 
e.xpanded  with  an  almost   fatuous  e.vpressjon  of  satisfaction, 
and   he  waited  impatiently  till   the  scrap  of  horselIe>^l!   that 
had  fallen  to  his  soldier's  share  should  he  cooked.     The  smell 
of  the  charred  llesh  stimulated  his  hunj:er.     Hnniror  clamored 
within  him  ami  silenced  his  heart,  his  coura<re,  and  his  love. 
lie  coolly  looked  round  on  the  results  of  the  sjKi'.iation  of  his 
carriage.     Not  a  man  seated  round  the  fire  hut  had  shan'd 
the!  hootv.   the  rutrs.  cushions,  pelisses,  dresses. — articles   ot 
clothinir  that  helon^'cd  to  the  Count  and  Countess  or  to  him- 
self.    Philip  tnrneil  to  see  if  anythin<r  wi  rth  takin<.'  was  left 
in  the  horline.      He  saw  hy   the  liirhl  of   the   flames,  irold. 
and  diamonds,  and  silver  lyin.ix  scattered  ahout ;  no  one  had 
cared  to  appropriate  the  least  partic'le.    There  was  somethine: 
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hideous  in  the  silence  amoiiu  i!kisi>  Inunan  ereatuips  rounrl 
the  fire;  non(>  of  tticni  spoke  imiif  of  tlictii  stirr'i,,  save  to 
do  such  things  as  eacli  consideivil  nc(  t>sarv  for  liis  own  com- 
fort. 

It  was  a  grotesque  niiserv.  The  men's  faces  were  warped 
and  (lisfi;:ured  with  thr  cdM.  and  plastered  over  with  a  layer 
of  mud;  you  could  see  the  tliiekiiess  of  tlic  mask  l)y  the 
channel  traced  down  their  cheeks  by  the  tears  that  ran  from 
their  eyes,  and  their  Ion;:  slovenly-kept  beards  added  to  the 
hideousncss  of  tlieir  appearance.  Some  were  wrapped  round 
in  women's  shawls,  others  in  horse-cloths,  dirty  blankets, 
rags  stiffened  with  melting  hoar-frost ;  here  and  there  a  man 
wore  a  boot  on  one  foot  and  a  shoe  on  the  other,  in  fact, 
there  was  not  one  of  them  but  wore  >o?iie  ludicrously  odd  cos- 
tume. But  the  men  themselves  with  such  matter  for  jest 
about   them  were   gloomy   and   taciturn. 

The  silence  was  unl)rokeii  savi^  by  the  crack'ing  of  the 
wood,  the  roaring  of  the  flames,  the  far-off  hum  of  the  camp, 
anu  the  sound  of  sabres  hacking  at  the  carcass  of  the  mare. 
Some  of  the  hungriest  of  the  men  were  still  ciittinix  tid-bits 
for  themselves.  A  few  mi^  ■rat)l(>  creatures,  more  weary  than 
the  others,  slept  outright;  and  if  they  hai>pened  to  roll  into 
the  fire,  no  one  pulled  tiiem  back.  With  cut-and-dried  locrj,. 
their  fellows  argued  that  if  they  were  not  dead,  a  scorching 
ought  to  be  sulhcient  warning  to  (juit  and  seek  out  more 
comfortable  quarters.  If  the  poor  wretch  woke  to  find  him- 
self on  fire,  he  was  burned  to  death,  and  nobody  pitied  him. 
Here  and  there  the  men  exchanged  glances,  as  if  to  excuse 
their  indiiference  by  the  carelessness  of  the  rest ;  the  thing 
happened  twice  under  the  young  Countess"  eyes,  and  she  ut- 
tered no  sound.  Wbeii  all  the  scraps  of  horseflesh  had  been 
broileil  upon  the  coals.  lliey  were  devoured  with  a  ravennis 
greediness  that  would  liave  been  disgusting  i'.  ■'•ild  beasts. 

"And  now  we  have  <e(>ii  thirty  iiifautrym.Mi  on  one  horse 
for  the  first  time  in  our  lives!"  cried  the  g'-tuadier  who  hail 
shot  the  mare,  the  one  solitary  joke  that  sustained  the 
Frenchmen's  reputation  for  wit. 
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Before  lonf:  tho  ])nor  follows  huddled  themselves  up  in 
their  elothes,and  lay  down  on  planks  <if  timber,  on  anything 
but  the  l)are'snow,  and  ^Irpt --  hiMMJlcr^s  of  the  morrow.  Major 
de  Suey  having  warmed  himself  and  satisfie.l  his  hunger, 
fought  "in  vain  against  tho  drowsiness  that  weighed  npon  his 
ever.  During  this  brief  struggb^  he  gn^ed  at  the  sleeping 
girl  who  had"  turned  her  face  to  th."  lire,  so  that  he  eould 
see  her  ehxed  evelids  and  part  of  her  forebea.l.  She  wjis 
wrapped  round  in  a  furred  peli-r^o  and  a  roarsc  horseman's 
cloak.  Ivi  head  lav  on  a  l)!ood-stainc(l  cus'-ion;  a  tall 
a.st'rakha  i  cap  tied  ovr  her  Iwad  hv  a  handk<  nliicf  knotted 
under  tlio  etiin  protected  her  face  as  nnieli  as  possible  from 
the  cold,  and  she  had  tucked  up  her  feet  in  th(^  eloak.  As 
slie  lay  curled  up  in  this  fa-hion.  she  !)ore  no  likeness  to  any 

creature. 

Was  this  the  lowest  of  camp-followers?  Was  this  the 
charming  woman,  tlie  iH-i<le  of  her  lover's  heart,  the  (lueen 
of  man\"a  Parisian  ballmoin?  .Mas!  even  for  the  eyes  of 
this  most  devoted  fri(md.  there  was  no  discernible  trace  of 
womanhood  in  that  bundle  of  rags  and  linen,  and  the  eold 
was  mightier  than  the  love  in  a  woman's  heart. 

Then  for  the  nuijor  the  husband  and  wife  came  to  be  like 
two  distant  dots  seen  through  the  thick  veil  that  the  most 
irresistible  kind  of  slumber  spread  uver  his  eyes.  It  all 
seemed  to  be  part  of  a  dream— tli.^  leaping  flames,  the  re- 
euTubent  figures,  the  awful  cold  that  lay  in  wait  for  them  three 
paces  away  from  the  warmth  of  the  tire  that  glowed  for  a 
little  while.  One  thought  that  could  not  be  stifled  haunted 
Philip_"If  I  go  to  sleep,  we  shall  all  die;  T  will  not  sleep," 

he  said  to  himself. 

Tfe  slept.  .\ft(  r  an  hour's  slumber  M.  de  Sucy  wn-; 
awakened  bv  a  hideous  uproar  and  the  sound  of  an  explosb.n. 
The  remembrance  of  bis  duty,  of  the  danger  <>f  hi-  tie'oved. 
rushed  upon  his  mind  with  a  sudden  shock.  He  uttered  a 
or\'  'ike  the  growl  of  a  wild  beast.  Tie  and  his  servant  stood 
upright  above  the  rest.  Thev  saw  a  -ea  of  fin>  in  the  .lark- 
ness!  and  a-'ainst  it  moving  masses  of  human  figures.    Flames 
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wen'  devouring  the  huts  and  tent'^  Do?pair:nj:  slirieks  and 
yellinjr  cries  reaehed  tlieir  ears;  tliev  saw  thou-aiids  upon 
thousands  of  wild  and  desperate  fares;  and  tlinuiLdi  this  in- 
terno  a  eohinin  of  soldiers  was  euttinj:  its  way  to  tlie  l)ridi:i'. 
hetwoen  two  hedjzes  of  dead  i)odies. 

"Our  ri'aruuard  is  in  full  retreat."  cried  the  niaj'>r.  "There 
is  no  iiope  left  I" 

"1  hav(>  s]iared  your  traveling:  carriap\  Philip,"  said  a 
friendly  voiei'. 

Sui-v  turned  and  saw  the  yountr  aide-de-camp  hy  the  liLrht 
of  the  tlaiues. 

"Oh,  it  is  all  over  with  us."  he  answered.  "They  have 
eaten  my  hor-^e.  .\nd  how  am  I  to  make  this  sleepy  ireneral 
and  his  wife  stu  a  step?" 

"Take  a  lirand.  Philip,  iind  threaten  them." 

"Threaten  the  ('oun!i'.-s?     .     .     ." 

"(;ood-bv(\"  cried  the  nide-ih'-canip ;  "I  have  only  just  time 
to  tret  across  that  unlucky  river,  and  go  1  must,  there  is  my 
mother  in  France!  .  .  .  What  a  night  I  This  herd  of 
wretches  would  rather  lie  lierc  in  the  snow,  and  mo>i  of  them 
would  sooner  he  hurnrd  alive  than  get  up.  ...  It  is 
four  o  clo(>k.  IMiilipI  In  two  hours  the  Russians  will  begin 
to  move,  and  you  will  see  the  Beresina  lovered  with  corp.ses 
a  second  time,  I  cm  tell  you.  Vou  haven  t  a  liorse,  and  you 
cannot,  carrv  the  Countess,  so  come  along  with  me,"  he  went 
on.  raking  his  friend  hy  the  arm. 

"^ly  dear  t'cllow.  how  am  I  to  leave  Stephanie?" 

Major  de  Sucy  grasped  the  Countess,  set  her  on  her  feet, 
and  shook  her  nuighly,  he  was  in  despair,  lie  compelled 
her  to  v.ake.  ;iiid  she  stared  at  liim  with  dull  fixed  eyes. 

■■Stephanie,  we  must  go,  or  we  shall  die  hen*  I" 

i'or  all  ,in-wer.  the  Countess  tried  to  sink  down  again  and 
sl(-ep  on  tl).' earth.  The  aide-de-camp  snatched  a  brand  from 
the  fire  ami  -hook  it  in  her  face. 

"We  tnu-t  -av(>  her  in  spite  of  herself."  cried  Philip,  and 
lie  carried  her  in  hi-;  arms  to  the  carriaL^e.  He  came  liack  to 
entreat  his  frieml  to  help  him,  and  the  two  young  men  took 
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the  old  gonoral  and  i-iit  him  beside  his  wife,  without  knowing 
whothii'lu-  were  aliw  or  dead.  The  major  r.illed  the  men 
over  as  thev  crourht'd  mi  the  earth,  took  away  the  phindcred 
clothin^r.  and  liraped  it  upon  the  luisband  and  wite,  then 
he  lluii"--  some  oi'  the  broiled  fragments  of  horsefk.n  into 
a  eorniT  of  tiie  carriage. 

"Now,  what  do  yon  mean  to  do?"  asked  the  aide-de-camp. 

"Drag  them  along'."'  answered  Sucy. 

"You  are  mad  I" 

"You  are  right!"  exclaimed   I'hilip,  folding  his  arms  on 

his  breast. 

Suddenly  a  desperate  plan  occurred  to  him. 

"Look  vou  here!"  he  said,  gra.sping  his  sentinel  bv  the 
uitwounded  arm,  "1  leave  her  in  your  care  for  onr  hour. 
Bear  in  mind  that  you  must  die  sooner  than  let  any  one,  no 
matter  whom,  come  near  the  carriage'.'' 

The  major  seized  a  handful  of  the  lady's  diamonds,  drew 
his  sabre,  and  violently  battered  thos(>  who  seemrd  to  him  to 
be  the  l)ravest  among"  the  sleepers.  By  this  mean<  \\v  suc- 
ceeded in  rousing  the  gigantic  grenadier  and  a  couple  of 
men  whose  rank  and  regiment  were  undiscoverable. 

"It  is  all  up  with  us!"  he  cried. 

"Of  course  it  is,"  returned  the  grenadier;  "but  that  is  all 
one  to  me." 

"Very  well  then,  if  die  you  must,  isn't  it  l)etter  to  sell  your 
life  for  a  pretty  woman,  and  stand  a  chance  of  going  back  to 
France  again?" 

"I  would  rather  go  to  sleep,"  said  one  of  the  men.  drop- 
ping down  into  the  snow;  "and  if  you  worry  mt>  again,  major, 
1  shall  sticix  my  toasting-iron  into  your  belly!" 

"What  is  it  all  about,  sir?"  asked  the  grenadier.  "The 
man's  drunk.     He  is  a  I'arisian.  and  likes  to  lie  in  the  lap  of 

lu.\urv." 

"You  shall  have  the-e,  good  fellow."  said  the  major,  hold- 
in<:  nut  a  rivirrr  of  diamonds,  "if  you  will  follow  me  and 
fiilht   like  a   madman.     The   Kussians   are   not  ten   minutes 
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'■•will    look   aftor   tlu' 
I'lissians  are  also  fast 


away;  tlicy  have  lior>:fs ;  we  will  nianii  up  to  the  noarost  bat- 
tery and  carry  olf  two  stout  ones." 

"How  a!)out  the  sentinels,  major?" 

"One  of  IIS  threi "  hr  heo-mi ;  then  lie  turned  from  tli" 

soldier  and  looked  at   the  aide-de-eami). — "Vou  are  coniin<r. 
aren't  you.   ilip|)olvte?" 

Ili|i])olyte  nodded  assent. 

"One  of  us."  the  major  went  on 
sentry.  J5esides.  jierhaps  tho.-c  hi. ■>>(•(, 
usleoj)." 

".Ml  r,;,dit.  major;  you  are  a  frood  sort  !  But  will  you  take 
me  in  your  farria<:e?"'  asked  the  grenadier. 

"Yes.  if  y(,u  don't  leave  your  hones  up  yonder. — If  I  eome 
to  prief,  jiromise  me.  you  two.  thai  you  will  do  everything 
in  your  power  to  save  the  Countess." 

"All  right."  said  the  grenadier. 

They  set  out  for  the  Russian  lines,  taking  the  d.roetion 
of  the  batteries  that  had  so  eruelly  raked  the  inass  of  miser- 
able orcature.s  huddled  together  by  the  river  bank.  A  few 
minutes  later  the  hoofs  of  two  galloping  horses  rang  on  the 
frozen  snow,  and  the  awak.'ne<l  battery  tired  a  volley  that 
pa.<sed  over  the  heads  of  the  sleepers;  the  hoof-beats 
rattled  so  fast  on  the  iron  gnuind  that  they  sounded  like  the 
hammering  in  a  smithy.  The  generous  aide-de-camp  bad 
fallen;  the  stalwart  grenadier  had  come  o(T  safe  and  sound; 
and  Philip  himself  bail  receiveil  a  hayoni't  thrust  in  th( 
shoulder  while  defi^nding  his  friend.  Notwithstanding  liis 
wound,  he  clung  to  his  horse's  mane,  and  grii)ped  him  with 
bis  knees  so  tightly  that  the  animal  was  held  a.s  in  a  vise. 

"'lod  be  praised!"  cried  the  major,  when  he  «aw  his  sol- 
dier still  on  the  spot,  and  the  carriage  standing  where  he  had 
left  it. 

"If  you  do  the  right  thing  !iy  me.  sir.  you  will  get  me  tlu' 
cross  fur  this,  We  have  treated  them  to  a  sword  dance  to  a 
pretty  t"n,.  fn>m  the  rifle,  eh?" 

"We  have  done  nothing  yet  I  Let  us  put  the  horses  in. 
Take  hold  of  these  cords." 
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"Thoy  are  not  Innp  onoiij.'h." 

"All  "riuht,  {rrcnadior,  just  ^.'o  and  ovorhaiil  tho^c  fellows 
sleeping  there;  take  their  shawl:^.  sheets,  anything " 

"I  say!  the  rascal  is  dead.""  (  rifd  the  grenadier,  as  he  ])lnn- 
dered  the  first  man  who  came  to  hand.  "Why,  they  are  all 
dead  I  how  ([ueer  I" 

"All  of  them^'" 

"Yes,  every  one      It  looks  as  though  horseflesh  a  la  netge 

was  indigestihle." 

Philip  shuddered  at  the  words.  The  night  had  grown  twice 
as  cold  as  before. 

"Great  heaven!  to  lo-c  her  when  I  have  saved  her  life  a 
score  of  times  already." 

He    shook    the    Countess,    "Stephanie!    Stephanie!"    he 

cried. 

She  opened  her  eyes. 

"We  are  saved,  madame!" 

"Saved  !"  she  echoed,  and  fell  hack  again. 

The  horses  were  harnessed  after  a  fashion  at  last.  The 
major  held  his  sabre  in  his  nnwoundtnl  hand,  toi..;  the  reins 
in  the  other,  saw  to  his  pistols,  and  sprang  on  one  of  the 
hor.ses,  while  the  grenadier  mounted  the  other.  The  old 
sentinel  had  been  push('d  into  the  carriage,  and  lay  across 
the  knees  of  the  general  and  the  Countess;  his  feet  were 
frozen.  I'rged  on  by  l)lows  from  the  tlat  of  the  sabre,  the 
horses  drairged  the  carriage  at  a  mad  galloj)  down  to  the 
plain,  where  endless  dilTiculti'  awaited  them.  Before  long 
it  became  almost  impossible  to  advance  witlxnit  crushing 
sleeping  men.  women,  and  even  children  at  every  step,  all 
of  whom  deelined  to  stir  when  the  Lrreiindier  awakened  tliem. 
In  vain  M.  de  Sucy  looked  for  the  track  that  the  reargiuird 
had  cut  through  tiiis  dense  crowd  of  human  beinir-;  there 
wa.s  no  m<ire  sign  of  their  passage  than  of  the  wake  of  a  -hip 
in  the  sea.  The  horses  could  oulv  luove  at  a  foot-pace,  and 
were  stopped  most   friMpiently  l)y  -oldier-.  wlio  threatened  to 

kill  them. 

"Do  vou  mean  to  get  there?"'  asked  the  grenadier. 
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"Vis.  if  it  <nit>  every  <lro])  of  Mood  in  my  hody  I  if  it  pogts 
ihe  uiidje  \\n:  l.i  I""  the  major  answered. 

■■j-'nrw.iril,  llieiil  .  .  .  ^'on  ean'l.  liave  tlie  omelette 
uithont  liT' akiiiir  eLTur-."'  And  the  ^'renadier  of  the  (iarde 
nre-ed  on  ili"-  horses  over  the  prostrate  jjod.ie;^.  and  U])set 
the  hivoiiai-:  ihe  hinod-stained  ulieels  [iloiiL'hin^'  that  field  of 
fa(e<  left  a  ijniilile  furrow  of  de:id.  Hut  in  jtistice  it  .should 
1h'  said  that  he  never  ceased  to  thunder  out  his  warniiij;  cry, 
"Carrion  I  look  out  I"' 

'"I'oor  \vrei(  lie- !"■  exelainied  the  major. 

'"Bah  I  That  way,  or  the  cold,  or  the  cnnnon !"  said  the 
grenadier.  ■j;oadini,'  on  the  horses  with  tiie  ])oint  of  his 
sword. 

Then  came  the  eata^trophe.  which  mu-t  have  happened 
sooner  hut  for  iniraeulous  good  fortune:  the  carriage  wa.'* 
overturned,  and  all  further  jirogre^-s  was  stopped  at  oncp. 

''I  expected  as  niuch  !"'  cxelainieil  the  iniperturhahle  grena- 
dier.    "Ohol  lie  is  (lend  I"  hi'  added,  looking  at  his  comrade. 

"Poor  Laurent  I""  said  the  major. 

"Laurent!    \Va>n"l  he  iu  the  Fifth  Chasseurs?" 

"Yes." 

"M\  own  cousin. — IVliaw  !  this  heastlv  life  is  not  so  pleas- 
ant that  one  need  he  sorry  for  him  as  things  go."' 

But  all  this  time  the  carriage  lay  overturned,  and  the 
linrses  were  only  released  after  great  and  irreparahle  loss  of 
time.  The  shock  had  heen  so  violent  that  the  Countess  had 
lieen  awakened  liy  it,  and  the  suiise(]Uent  commoti<ui  ar(ni.«cd 
her  from  her  stujior.    She  sliook  off  the  rugs  and  rr.so. 

'•Where  ivre  we.  Philip?"  she  asked  in  musical  tones,  as 
-he  looked  about  her. 

■■.\hout  five  Inindreil  paci?s  from  the  l)ridge.  We  are  ju^t 
ahivut  to  cross  the  Beresina.  When  we  are  on  the  other  side, 
Stefihanie,  I  will  not  tease  you  any  more;  I  will  let  you  iro 
to  slee]);  we  shall  he  in  safety,  we  can  go  on  to  Wilna  in  peai-e. 
(!od  grant  that  yon  may  never  know  what  your  life  has  cost !" 

"Yon  are  wounded !" 

"A  mere  trifle." 
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The  hour  of  dwiii  liad  vouw.  The  Russian  cannon  an- 
nouncrd  \hv  day.  Tlif  Uu>>ian>  wvrv  in  posM-ssion  of  Stiid- 
zianka,  and  tliriKc  u.Tr  rakiii-  tlir  idiiiii  with  ^M-ai)i'slit)t ;  and 
by  the  tirst  dun  li^rlit  of  tlic  (hiwn  the  major  saw  two  (ohiinns 
moving'  and  foriiiiiiir  aliovr  (m  the  hci.irhts.  'Plu'ii  a  en-  o; 
horror  went  up  from  ihc  crowd,  and  in  a  iiioiiirnt  every  one 
spranj:  to  his  I'e.'t.  Kach  in-tineiively  felt  liis  danpT.  ami 
all  made  a  rush  for  tlio  hndge,  surging  towards  it  like  a 
wave. 

Then  the  Russian-  eaiue  down  upon  tlieni.  swift  as  a  con- 
flagration. Men,  women,  ehildren,  and  hiuses  all  crowded 
towards  the  river.  Luckily  for  the  major  and  the  Countess, 
they  were  still  at  ^ome  di.-lance  from  tlu'  bank,  (leneral 
Ebie  had  ju>t  M't  lire  to  the  bridg.-  on  Hie  other  side;  l)ut 
in  spite  of  all  tlie  warnings  given  to  those  who  rushed  to- 
wards the  chance  of  salvaion.  not  one  among  them  could  or 
would  draw  back.  The  overladen  bridge  gave  way.  and  not 
only  so.  the  impetus  (d'  the  frantic  living  wavi'  towards  that 
fatal  bank  was  such  that  a  d.-n-e  crowd  id'  human  beings  wa.s 
thrust  iiito  the  water  as  if  by  an  avalanche.  Tlu'  sound  of 
a  single  human  cry  could  not  lie  di>tinguished  ■.  there  was  a 
dull  crash  as  if  an  enornimi^  st(me  had  fallen  into  the  water 
— and  the  Heresina  was  covered  with  corpses. 

The  violent  recoil  oi  tlio>e  in  front,  striving  to  escape 
this  death,  brought  them  into  hideous  collision  with  those 
behind  them,  who  were  j^re-ing  towards  the  bank,  and  many 
were  suffocated  and  crushed.  The  Conite  and  ('(Uiitosso  de 
Vandieres  owed  their  lives  to  the  carriage.  The  horses  that 
had  trampled  and  crushed  ~o  many  dyi.g  men  were  crushed 
and  train])led  to  deatli  in  their  turn  by  the  human  maelstrom 
wh:ch  eddied  from  the  bank.  Sheer  physical  strength  saved 
the  major  and  the  grenadier.  Thev  killed  others  in  self-de- 
fence. '  That  wild  sea  of  human  faces  and  living  liodies. 
surging  to  and  fro  as  bv  one  impulse,  left  the  bank  of  the 
Rerosina  clear  for  a  few  monenrs.  The  multitude  hail  hurle<l 
themselves  back  on  the  plain.  Snti'e  few  men  spr  ig  down 
from  the  banks  toward  the  river,  not  so  luueh  with  any  hope 
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of  rcfii'liinir  the  nppopito  slinn'.  whidi  for  thorn  meant  Fran.-. . 
as  from  dr.'iid  ..f  the  wa.-tis  of  SibiTia.  For  somo  hold  spirits 
dt'spjiir  Uvnnni'  a  panoply.  An  oiriccr  leaped  from  luiiniiioek 
to  humiiiock  of  let',  and  rraelied  tlie  other  sliorc;  one  of  the 
soldiers  scraniliird  (,V(t  niiraenhnisly  on  the  piles  of  dead 
bodies  and  drift  ue.  }?iit  the  immense  multitude  lef;  hdiind 
saw  at  la-t  that  the  Russians  would  not  slau;:hter  twenty 
thousand  unarmed  men.  too  numb  with  ll:c  cold  to  attempt 
to  resi-t  them,  and  eaeh  awaited  his  fate  with  dreadful 
ajiathy.  l\y  this  time  the  major  and  hii  r^rcnadier,  the  old 
^'eneral  and  hi>  wife,  were  Irft  to  i  lie -.v.  selves  not  very  far 
from  the  place  where  the  brhlge  had  been.  All  four  stood 
dry-eyed  and  silent  among  the  heaps  of  dead.  A  few  able- 
bodied  men  and  one  or  two  oirxers  wlu  had  recovered  all 
their  energy  at  tliis  crisis  gathered  about  them.  The  group 
was  sutlieiently  large;  there  were  about  fifty  men  all  told. 
A  couple  of  hundred  paces  frou  them  stood  tlu'  wreck  of  the 
artillery  ,)ri(!ge,  which  had  bro'ceu  down  the  dav  before:  the 
nuijor  saw  this,  and  "Let  i-.s  make  a  raft !"  he  cried. 

The  words  were  scarcely  out  of  his  mouth  before  the  whole 
group  hurried  to  the  ruins  of  the  bridge.  A  crowd  of  men 
began  to  pick  up  iron  clamps  and  to 'hunt  for  plank-^  and 
ropes— for  all  the  materials  for  a  raft,  in  short.  A  '^cere  of 
armed  men  and  eiliccrs,  under  command  of  the  ma,'  r,  stood 
on  guard  to  protect  th-  workers  from  anv  desperate  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  multitude  if  thev  should  guess  their  de- 
sign. The  long.'ng  for  freedom,  which  inspires  prisoners  to 
aeeomnli^h  i!U])ossibil:f ics.  cannot  be  compared  with  the  hope 
which  lent  energy  at  that  n^.oment  to  these  forlorn  French- 
men. 

"The  Russians  are  upon  us!  Here  arc  the  Russians!"  the 
guard  sliouted  to  ih'  workers. 

The  timbers  creaked,  tiie  raft  grew  larger,  stronger,  and 
more  sul,>stantial.  Generals,  colonels,  and  common  soldiers 
all  alike  lx?nt  beneath  the  weight  of  wagon-wheels,  chains, 
coils  of  rope,  and  planks  of  timber;  it  was  a  modern  roali7:a- 
tion  of  the  building  of  Xoah's  ark.    The  young  Countess,  sil>- 
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tinp  by  her  husband's  side,  looked  on,  rotrrotfiil  tli-it  slic  rouM 
do  nothiiii:  to  aid  tlic  workers,  thoiiirh  she  helped  to  knot  the 
h'nj,'ths  of  rope  top-ther. 

At  hist  llie  ral't  was  fmislied.  Forty  men  huinehed  it  out 
into  the  river,  whih'  ten  of  tlie  soldiers  held  the  ropes  that 
must  keep  it  moored  to  the  shore.  The  moment  that  they 
saw  their  handiwork  lloatiii;:  on  the  Beresiiia,  they  sprang' 
down  onto  it  from  the  hank  witli  eaJloiis  sellishiiess.  The 
major,  dreading'  the  frenzy  of  the  first  rush,  held  haek 
Stephanie  and  the  p'neral ;  l)ut  a  shmhler  ran  throufjh  him 
when  he  saw  the  landing?  i)!aee  l)lack  with  j)eople,  aiui  men 
crowding.'  down  like  playnoers  into  the  pit  of  a  theatre. 

"It  was  1  who  thoutrht  of  the  raft,  you  savaj:es!"  he  eried. 
"I  have  saved  vour  lives,  and  you  will  not  make  room  for 
me!" 

A  confused  murmur  wa.s  the  only  answer.  The  men  at 
the  odjre  took  up  stout  poles,  thrtist  them  apainst  the  bank 
with  all  their  might,  so  as  to  shove  the  raft  out  and  piin 
an  impetus  at  it.s  starting  upon  a  journey  across  a  sea  of 
floating  ice  and  dead  bodies  towards  the  other  shore. 

"Tonnerre  de  Dieu!  1  will  knock  some  oi  you  off  into 
the  water  if  you  don't  make  room  for  the  major  and  his  two 
companions,"  shouted  the  grenadier,  lie  raised  his  sabre 
threateningly,  delayed  the  dejiarture.  and  made  the  men 
stand  closer  together,  in  spite  of  threatening  yells. 

"I  shall  fall  in !  ...  I  shall  go  overboard !  .  .  ."  his 
fellows  shouted. 

"Let  us  start!    Put  off!" 

The  major  gazed  with  tearless  eyes  at  the  woman  he  loved ; 
an  impulse  of  sublime  resignation  raised  her  eyes  to  heaven. 

"To  die  with  you  '"  she  .<aid. 

Tn  the  situation  of  the  folk  U[)r;n  the  raft  there  was  a  cer- 
tain comic  clement.  They  miglit  utter  hideous  yells.  })nt 
not  one  of  them  dared  to  oppos-  the  grenadier,  for  they  were 
packed  together  so  tightlv  that  if  one  man  were  knocked 
down,  the  whole  raft  miLrht  capsize.  At  this  delicate  crisis, 
a  captain  tried  to  rid  himself  <if  one  of  his  neighbors;  the 
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man  naw  the  hostile  intention  of  hin  ofRror,  oollnred  him, 
un.l  pitduMl  liini  ov.rh..anl  "Aha:  The  .hick  has  a  min.l  to 
jlri^k  .     ,     Over    Willi   you !— 'I'hcrc    is    r-xmi    for   two 

now'"  hi-  slioiitc.l.  -M^iiik,  major!  tlirow  your  litth-  woman 
over,  and  come!  Never  niin.l  that  old  dotard!  he  will  drop 
olT  to-iiiornnv  !"* 

"l?c  <iuick  !"  cried  a  voice,  made  up  of  a  hundred  voices. 

'•{•(jiiie.  major!   Those  fellows  are  making  a  fuss,  and  well 

ihev  mav  1"  ,  ,  ,     ,    x  i 

'i'h..  ("oiiite  (le  Vaiidicres  filing'  otT  his  ra,L^?ed  hlaukets,  and 
stood  before  them  in  his  -reneral's  uniform. 

"Let  us  save  the  Count."  said  IMiili]). 

Stephanie  grasped  his  hand  lightly  in  hers,  flung  her  arms 
about,  and  clasped  him  close  in  an  agonized  embrace. 

"Farewell  V  she  said. 

Then  each  knew  the  niher's  thou-hts.  The  Comte  de  V  an- 
dieres  recovered  his  energies  and  presence  of  mind  .-iulliciently 
to  jump  on  to  tl;e  raft,  whither  Stephanie  fullowed  him  after 
one  last  look  at  Philip. 

"Major,  won't  vou  take  my  place?  I  do  not  care  a  straw 
for  life:  I  have  neither  wife,  nor  child,  nor  mother  belonging 

to  me "  . 

"I  give  them  into  your  charge,"  cried  the  major,  indicating 

the  Count  and  his  wife. 

"B<"  easy ;  I  will  taice  sxs  much  care  of  them  as  of  the  apple 

of  my  eye." 

Philip  stood  stock-still  on  the  bank.  The  raft  sped  so  vio- 
lently towards  the  opposite  shore  that  it  ran  aground  with  a 
violent  sh.K'k  to  all  on  board.  The  Count,  standing  on  the 
very  edge,  was  shaken  into  the  stream;  and  as  ho  fell,  a  ma.<;3 
of  ice  swei)t  by  and  struck  off  his  head,  and  sent  it  flying  like 

a  ball. 

"Iley!  major!"  shonted  the  grenadier. 

"Farewell!"  a  woman's  voice  called  aloud. 

An  icy  shiver  of  dread  ran  through  Philip  de  Sncy,  and 
he  dropped  down  where  he  stood,  overcome  with  cold  and 
sorrow  and  weaiinisi. 
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'"My  poor  niece  went  out  of  Irt  niinil."  the  doctor  addod 
jiftcr  a  brief  imusi>.  "Ah!  niuiiH.'ur,"  ho  went  on,  gruhj)ing 
M.  d"Ail)Oii"s  hand,  "what  a  fearful  lifr  fur  the  poor  little 
thing,  so  younj,',  t-o  dclicatr!  An  uidieard-of  mi.-.'ortuno  sop- 
aralcd  her  fn.m  that  jrreiiadier  of  llie  (Janle  (Fleiiriot  by 
name),  and  fnr  two  \.ars  sIl-  \va>  dra<rg.d  on  after  the  army, 
the  laughing-stock  of  a  raM)le  of  oulca^ts.  Sji.-  went  barefoot, 
I  heartF,  ill-clad,  neglected,  and  starved  for  months  at  a  time; 
s<mietime.s  eonlined  in  a  hosi)ital.  M.inrtinies  living  like  a 
hunted  animal,  (iod  alone  knows  all  the  misery  which  she 
endured,  and  yet  she  lives.  She  was  shut  up  in  a  madhouse 
in  a  little  (lerman  town,  while  her  relations,  believing  her 
to  be  dead,  were  dividing  her  property  here  in  France. 

"In  181(>  the  grenadier  Fleuriot  recognized  her  in  an  inn 
in  Strasbourg.  She  had  just  managed  to  escape  from  cap- 
tivity. Some  peasants  told  him  that  the  (\)iintess  had  lived 
for  a  whole  month  in  a  forest,  and  how  tliat  they  had  tracked 
her  and  tried  to  catch  her  without  success. 

"I  was  at  that  time  not  many  leagues  from  Strasbourg; 
and  hearing  the  talk  about  this  girl  in  the  wood.  I  wished 
to  verify  the  strange  facts  that  had  given  rise  to  absurd 
stories.  What  was  my  feeling  when  I  beheld  tlie  Countess? 
Fleuriot  told  me  all  "that  he  knew  of  the  piteous  story.  I 
took  the  poor  fellow  with  my  niece  into  Auvergne,  and  there 
I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  him.  He  had  some  ascendency 
over  Alme.  de  Vandieres.  He  alone  succeeded  in  persuading 
her  to  wear  clothes;  and  -n  those  days  her  one  word  of  human 
gpeech— Farn/T?/—- ^he  s(«ldom  uttered.  Fleuriot  set  himself 
to  the  task  of  awakening  certain  associations;  but  there  he 
failed  completely;  ho  drew  that  one  sorrowful  word  from  her 
a  little  more  frequently,  that  was  all.  But  the  old  grenadier 
could  amu.-;e  her.  and" devoted  himself  to  playing  with  her, 

and  through  him  T  hoped;  but "  here  Stephanies  uncle 

broke  off.    After  a  moment  he  went  on  again. 

"Here  she  has  found  another  creature  witli  whom  she  seem? 
to  have  an  understanding— an  idiot  peasant  girl,  who  once, 
in  spite  of  her  plainness  and  imbecility,  fell  in  love  with  a 
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mason.  The  innson  tI)oii;:iit  of  marrvinp  hor  Ix'caiiso  she 
had  u  little  hit  of  land,  and  for  a  wlinlc  vi'ar  poor  (icm'vit'vc 
wa.<  the  !iaii|iir-t  of  Inin;,^  crcatiins.  Slu'  drcs-fd  in  Iht  Ik'sI, 
and  danced  on  Simdavs  wiili  Dallot;  she  un.ler.-tood  love; 
tliere  wa<  riMjiii  f.ir  Jo\r  in  her  luart  and  i^ram.  Uut  Dallot 
thon<,dit  better  of  it.  lie  fnijtid  another  ;:irl  who  had  all  her 
Kcnses  and  rather  more  hind  than  (iene\ieve.  and  he  forsoou 
(leiievievc  t'or  her.  'riien  the  poor  tiling:  lo-t  the  iittlc  in- 
te!lir.'en(e  that  love  had  developed  in  her:  >he  can  do  nothing 
now  hnt  cnt  ;;rass  and  look  after  the  cattle.  My  niece  and 
till!  p<ior  girl  are  in  >-oine  .<ort.  hound  to  each  other  hv  the 
invi>ihle  (hain  of  their  coimnon  de-finy.  ami  hy  thoir  mad- 
ness duo  to  the  same  cause,  .hi.st  come  here  a  moiuont ;  look  !" 
and  Stephanie's  uncle  led  tiie  Manpiis  dWIhon  to  the  witidow. 

There,  in  fact,  the  magistrate  lielield  the  prettv  Countcsd 
pittinfT  on  the  j^round  at  (ienevieve's  knee,  while  the  [H'a.sant 
girl  wa.s  wholly  ahxtrhed  in  comhiiii,'  out  Stephanie's  long, 
hlack  hair  with  a  iiuire  comh.  The  Countess  subnutted  hor- 
st'lf  to  this,  uttering  low  smothered  cries  that  o.xprcrised  her 
enjoyment  of  the  .sensation  of  physical  comfort.  A  shudder 
ran  through  M.  dWlhon  as  he  saw  her  attitude  of  languid 
ahandonment,  the  animal  supincncss  that  revealed  an  utter 
lack  of  intelligence. 

'•(•hi  Philip.  Philip!"  he  cried,  '"past  troubles  are  as  noth- 
ing.    Is  it  (|uite  hopeless?"'  he  asked. 

The  doctor  raised  his  eyes  to  heaven. 

"(iood-bye,  monsieur,"  said  M.  d'Albon,  pressing  the  old 
man".-  hand.  ''My  friend  is  expecting  me;  you  will  see  him 
here  before  long.' 


"Then  it  is  Stei»hanie  herself?"  cried  Suoy  when  the  Mar- 
quis had  s]inken  the  first  few  words.  "Ah!  until  now  1  did 
not  I'eei  sure!"  he  added.  Tears  fdled  the  dark  eyes  that  were 
wont  to  wear  a  stern  expression. 

"Ves;  she  is  the  Comtes.se  de  Vandiercs,"  his  friend  re- 
plied. 

The  colonel  started  up,  and  hurriedly  began  to  dress. 
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"Why.  Philip!"  irirtl  the  liorrificd  niasiilntc.  "Arr  you 
goin^  iiia(i?" 

"1  iiiii  ([iiitt'  wi'ii  now,"  -aiil  the  colonel  simply.  "This 
now?  has  .-.notiiiMl  all  niy  hiUtTost  jrricf ;  what  pain  could  hurt 
nic  whik"  I  think  nf  Stfphajiii"?  I  am  ;;oin;:;  over  to  thi-^ 
Minorite  conviiit,  to  sih'  lur  and  speak  to  I'.ir.  to  restore  her 
to  health  aL'am.  She  is  free;  ah.  -urcly,  surely,  happiness 
will  smile  on  us,  or  there  is  no  Providence  above.  How  e-'a 
you  think  that  she  uould  hear  tny  voice,  poor  Stephanie,  and 
not  reeo\er  her  rea-on?" 

"She  has  seen  yon  once  alrtady,  and  ilic  did  not  reco^rnize 
yon."  the  ina^'i^trate  an.-wered  ;.'ently,  tryin/  to  suK::eit  some 
wholesome  fears  to  thi»  friend,  whose  hopes  wore  visibly  too 
high. 

The  colonel  simddered.  I>ut  hf  be^'an  to  SMilo  nzaiii,  with 
a  slifrht  involuntary  ;4t'siure  of  incredulity.  Xob">dv  v.  inured 
to  oppose  his  plans,  and  a  few  hours  later  he  had  taken  up 
his  abode  in  the  old  priory,  to  be  near  the  doctor  and  the 
Conitcsse  do  Vandieres. 

"Where  is  she?"  he  eri«'d  at  once. 

"Ilush!"  answered  M.  Kan.jai.  Stephanie's  uncle.  "She 
is  sleepinrr.     Stay;  here  she  is." 

Philip  saw  tho  poor  distraufrht  sleeper  eronehinp  on  a  stone 
benih  in  (li^  sun.  H(  r  thirV  b-.'r,  strafrirlini:  over  her  face, 
screened  it  from  tiie  plare  and  heat;  hor  anus  dropped  lan- 
<riiidlv  ti  the  earth:  sh(>  lav  at  <>fHO  as  ;zracefully  as  a  fawn, 
her  feet  tucked  up  i>enealh  her;  her  bosom  rose  and  fell  with 
her  even  brealhinir;  there  wa-  the  same  tran.-parent  whiteness 
a,s  of  ])or(elain  in  her  skin  and  complexion  that  we  so  often 
ailruire  in  ehildren's  faces.  (ieneviAve  sat  there  motionless, 
hi>ldinp  a  spray  that  Steidianie  doubtless  had  brought  down 
from  the  top  of  one  of  the  tallest  poplar=;  the  idiot  jrirl  was 
wavinsr  the  irreen  bram  h  above  her.  ilrivinL'  away  the  flies 
from  her  sleeping.'  companion,  and  ircntly  fannini;  her. 

She  stared  at  M  Fanjat  anil  the  colonel  a?  they  eame  up; 
then,  like  a  dumb  animal  that  rccocrnizci  its  master,  she 
slowlv  turned  lier  face  towards  the  countess,  and  watched  over 
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her  as  ticforc  r-Iinwiiii:  not  ilir  >liu!ui'st  siirii  of  intclli^ronop 
or  nf  astniii-liM'.'.Mi!.  The  air  was  scoi'cliinLT.  T\)v  i.'litti'!"in,? 
])ariir|(s  of  ihr  -tunc  bcii'-h  shone  liko  sparks  of  firo ;  the 
moadovv  soni  up  llir  ipiivcriiiLr  vapnis  that  huviT  aliovr  tlic 
gra>s  and  L'lcani  likf  t^nldcn  iliist  wlu'u  they  catch  the  liffht, 
but  (;cn:'\  iovr  ilid  Hut  -ceni  to  t'col  the  rauMni:  hca*. 

Tile  <-nl:incl  uTiiiii:-  M.  |-'anjat"s  liamls:  the  traps  that  >:ath- 
eriMl  in  the  sn|(li<T">  ryi--  ~t"k'  dnwii  his  chcoks,  and  fe'l  on  t'u 
gra.ss  at  StrphanieV  foct. 

'"Sir."  said  hiT  iiiidr.  "•jor  thcM'  two  yc.-.r.s  my  licart  ha.'^ 
been  Itrokcii  ihiiiy.  IJcfnrc  very  li'n.LT  you  will  lif  as  I  am;  if 
you  do  not  wci'p.  ynu  will  not  fctd  your  aniruish  tlic^  less." 

"You  liav''  taken  care  of  lier  I"  said  the  colonel,  anc]  jeal- 
ousy no  less  than  ,L;ratitude  could  be  read  in  his  eyes. 

The  two  men  understood  one  another.  They  trrasped  each 
other  i)y  the  hand  a^' lin,  and  stood  moiiciidess.  Lra/iiiir  in 
admiration  at  the  serenity  that  slumber  had  hrou^dit  into 
the  lovely  face  before  them.  Stephanie  lieaved  a  si^di  from 
time  to  time,  and  this  siLdi,  that  had  all  the  appearance  of 
sensibility,  made  the  uidiappy  colonel  trend)Ie  witli  <::ladness. 

".\lasl"  }[.  Kanjat  said  ireiitlv.  "do  not  deceive  yourself, 
monsieur;  as  you  -ce  her  ikuv,  .-he  is  in  full  possession  of 
such  reason  as  r-he  li.i.-." 

Those  who  have  sat  for  whf)le  hours  absorlied  in  the  doIi<rht 
of  watchiiij:  over  the  sluml)er  of  .-ome  tenderlv-beloved  one, 
whose  wakintr  eyes  will  snule  for  theii!,  will  doubtless  under- 
stand the  bliss  and  anguish  that  .-hook  th;^  colonel.  For  idm 
this  <luml)er  was  an  illusion,  the  wakin,;.''  must  be  a  kind  of 
death,  the  most  dreadful  of  all  deaths. 

Suddenly  a  kid  fri>ked  in  two  or  three  bounds  towards  the 
iH'neh,  and  -nulfe(l  al  Steph.anie.  The  souiul  awakened  her; 
ehe  spranj.'  liLdiily  to  her  feet  without  scarim.''  awav  th.  capri- 
cious creature ;  but  as  so(ui  as  .-he  -iw  I'hilip  she  lied,  f(dlowcd 
by  hor  four-foot(>d  playmate,  to  a  thicket  of  elder-trees;  then 
she  uttered  a  little  cry  like  the  note  of  a  startled  wild  bird, 
the  same  sound  that  the  colonel  h.id  heard  once  l>efore  near 
Ihe  jrrating,  when  the  Countess  appeared  to  M.  d'.Mbon  for 
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the  fir?t  time.  At  Icnjrtli  sh-  (Hi.ii"(l  into  ;i  lahurnnin-trpc, 
cnscornvd  hcrsolf  in  tlic  feather^  .irrri'iuTv,  ami  jircrcil  out 
at  the  strange  man  with  as  much  interest  as  the  most  inquisi- 
tive nightingale  in    'i"  fonst 

"Farewell.  '  mcw.;!.  t';ir.-.\.'ll."  ,-lie  said,  hut  the  soul  sent 
no  trace  of  ex  'n'^:-io;.  of  Icrl'ng  through  the  words,  spoken 
with  the  carelt    -  rinnation  ■■.'  a  Iwrd's  notes. 

"She  does  n(.:  k;io*v  tu-l"  the  colonel  exclaimeil  in  despair. 
"Stephanie!  Hero  is  i'hilip,  your  Philip !  .  .  .  Philip!" 
and  the  poor  soldier  went  towards  tlie  lahurnum-trrc :  but 
when  he  stood  three  paces  away,  tlie  Countess  eyed  him 
almost  defiantly,  though  there  was  timidity  in  h"r  ey  s :  then 
at  a  bound  she  sprang  from  the  laburnum  to  an  acacia,  and 
thence  to  a  s])ruce-fir,  swinging  from  bough  to  bough  with 
marvelous  dexterity 

"Do  not  follow  her."  said  M.  Fanjat.  addressing  the  colo- 
nel. "You  would  arouse  a  feeling  of  aversion  in  her  which 
might  i)ecome  insurmountable:  1  will  help  y(ui  to  make  her 
aequaintanc*  and  to  tame  her.  Sit  down  on  the  bench.  If 
you  pay  no  het'd  whatever  to  her.  ]iour  child,  it  will  not  be 
long  before  you  will  see  her  come  nearer  by  degrees  to  look 
at  you." 

"That  she  should  not  know  me;  that  .s7(''  should  tly  from 
me!"  the  colonel  rcfieated.  sitting  down  on  a  rustic  bench 
and  leaning  his  back  against  a  tree  that  overshadowed  it. 

He  bowed  his  heail.  The  doctor  remained  silent.  Before 
ven-  long  the  Countess  stole  softly  down  from  iu  r  high  refuge 
in  the  spruce-fir.  flitting  like  a  will-o'-the-wisp;  for  as  the 
wind  stirred  the  boi  ghs,  she  lent  lierself  at  times  to  the 
swaying  movements  of  the  trees.  At  each  branch  she  stopj  ,<d 
and  peered  at  the  stranger:  but  as  she  saw  him  sitting  mo- 
tionless, she  at  length  jumped  down  to  the  grass,  stoml  a 
while,  and  came  sbnvly  across  the  meadow.  Wlvn  she  took 
up  lier  position  bv  a  tree  aiiout  ten  paces  from  the  bench, 
M.  Fanjat  sjKike  to  the  colonel  in  a  low  voice. 

"Feel  in  mv  pocket  for  some  lumps  of  s)i'_'ar."  he  saiil.  "and 
let  her  see  them,  she  will  come;  1  willingly  give  up  to  you 
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the  pleasure  of  giving  \hv  >\vt'ftimiit<.  Sbc  is  passionately 
fond  i»t'  sugar,  and  hy  that  means  you  will  accustom  her  to 
come  to  ynu  and  to  know  vdu." 

"She  ne\t  r  (  ared  for  sweet  things  when  she  wa*;  a  woman," 
Philip  aii.-wered  -adly. 

When  he  held  out  the  luinj)  of  sugar  lietween  his  thumb 
and  finger,  and  shook  it,  Strplianie  uttered  the  wild  note 
again,  and  sprang  quickly  towards  him:  then  she  stopped 
short,  there  was  a  conflict  hetwreii  longing  for  the  sweet 
morsel  and  instinctive  fear  of  him:  she  looked  at  the  sugar, 
turned  her  head  away,  and  looked  again  like  an  unfortunate 
dog  forbidden  to  touch  some  scrap  of  food,  while  his  master 
slowly  recites  the  greater  part  of  the  alphabet  until  he  reaches 
the  letter  that  gives  permission.  At  length  animal  appetite 
conquered  fear;  Stephanie  rushed  to  Philip,  held  out  a  dainty 
brown  hand  to  pounce  upon  the  coveted  morsel,  touched  her 
lover's  lingers,  snatched  the  piece  of  sugar,  and  vanished  with 
it  into  a  thicket.  This  painful  scene  was  too  much  for  the 
colonel:  he  hui-st  into  tears,  and  took  refuge  in  the  drawing- 
room. 

'"Then  has  lov'^  less  courage  than  afTection  ?''  M.  Fanjat 
asked  him.  "1  have  hope,  ilonsieur  le  Piaron.  My  poor  niece 
was  once  in  a  far  mori'  |iiiialile  state  than  at  present." 

"Is  it  possible?"'  cried  Philip. 

'•She  would  not  wear  clothes.'"  answered  the  doctor. 

The  colonel  shuddered,  and  his  face  grew  pale.  To  the 
doctor's  mind  this  pallor  was  an  unhealthy  symptom  :  he  went 
over  to  him  and  felt  his  pulse,  M.  de  Sucy  was  in  a  high  fever; 
by  dint  of  persuasion,  he  succeeded  in  putting  the  patient 
in  li<(l,  and  gave  him  a  few  drops  of  laudanum  to  gain  repose 
and  sleep. 

The  Haron  de  Sucy  spent  nearly  a  week,  in  a  constant 
struggle  with  a.  deadly  anguish,  and  before  long  lie  had  no 
tears  left  to  shed.  lie  was  often  well-nigh  heartbroken;  he 
could  not  ^n'ow  accustomed  to  the  -^iuht  of  the  Countess'  mad- 
ness: but  he  mado  t  M'ms  for  !iittis(df.  as  it  were,  in  this  cniel 
position,  and  .sought  alleviations  in  his  pain.     His  heroism 
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was  bi  ndloss.  Tie  foiiiul  cnunii.'c  to  overconio  Stephanie's 
wild  sh  .iu\-s  hv  choo^inir  sweetiucjits  for  her.  and  devoted  all 
his  thoughts  to  tliis,  hriiigitig  these  dainties,  and  t'nllowing 
up  the  little  victories  tliat  he  s.'t  hiin.-elf  to  gain  over 
Stejihanie'.s  in^tiiu-ts  (the  last  gleam  of  iiitelligenee  in  her), 
nntil  he  suceeeded  to  some  extent — she  grew  t'uner  than  ever 
before.  Every  morning  the  colonel  went  into  the  park;  an 
if,  after  a  long  search  for  the  Coniitess,  lie  eoiild  n^t  uiseo.cr 
the  tree  in  which  .she  was  rocking  herself  gently,  nor  the  nook 
where  she  lay  crouching  at  play  with  some  i)ird.  nor  the  roof 
where  she  liad  perched  herself,  he  would  whistle  the  well- 
known  air  I'miiint  pmir  In  Syric,  which  reealle  '  old  memories 
of  their  love,  and  Stephanie  would  run  towards  him  lightly  aa 
a  fawn.  She  saw  the  colonel  so  often  that  she  was  no  longer 
afraid  of  him  ;  before  \ory  long  slie  would  sit  on  his  knee 
with  her  thin,  lithe  arms  about  him.  And  while  thus  they  sat 
as  lovers  love  to  do,  Philip  doled  out  sweetmeats  (uic  ijy  one 
to  the  eager  Countess.  When  they  were  all  finished,  the 
fancy  often  took  Stephanie  to  search  through  her  lover's 
pocket.s  with  a  monkey's  quick  instinctive  dexterity,  till  she 
had  assured  herself  that  there  was  nothing  left,  and  then  she 
gazed  at  Philip  with  vacant  eyes:  there  was  no  thought,  no 
gratitude  in  their  clear  depths.  Then  she  would  play  with 
him.  She  tried  to  take  olT  his  l)oots  to  see  his  foot;  she  tore 
his  gloves  to  shreds,  and  put  on  his  hat  :  and  she  would  let 
him  pass  his  hands  through  her  hair,  and  t;ike  her  in  his  arms, 
and  submit  passively  to  his  passionate  kisses,  and  at  last,  if  he 
shed  tears,  she  would  gaze  silently  at  him. 

She  quite  understood  the  signal  when  he  whistled  Partnnt 
pour  la  St/ric,  but  he  could  never  succeed  in  inducing  her  to 
proncnmce  her  own  name — Sffpliiinie.  Philip  persevered  in 
his  heart-rending  task,  sustained  by  a  hope  that  never  left 
him.  If  on  some  bright  autumn  morning  he  saw  her  sittiuL^ 
quietly  on  a  bench  under  a  poplar  tree,  grown  brown  now 
as  the  season  wore,  the  unhappy  lc»ver  would  lie  at  her  feet 
and  gjize  into  her  eyes  as  lonir  as  sh(>  would  let  him  gn7:e, 
hoping  that  some  spark  of  intelligence  might   gleam   from 
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thfiu.  At  tiiiK'^  lit'  It'iit  hiinsrlf  \i>  an  illii-  .  li<'  would  im- 
a;ciiie  that  Ik-  >aw  the  hard,  chaii'^ck'ss  li^'ht  in  them  falter, 
that  thiTc  was  a  new  life  and  -nl'ttu'ss  in  them,  and  he  wonid 
crv,  '"SlrphanR' I  <»h,  Stephanie!  _\<>u  liear  nie.  voii  see  me,  do 
von  not !'"" 

But  for  luT  tlie  snund  nf  liis  voice  was  like  any  other  sound, 
the  stirrint,'  of  the  wind  in  tlu'  trees,  or  the  lowing:  of  the  cow- 
on  Avhicli  .-he  serandded  .  and  ihe  colunel  wrun;,'  Ids  hands  in 
a  despair  that  lost  none  nf  ii-  bitt-Tne^s;  nay,  time  ajid  these 
vain  elfnrts  oidy  added  to  liis  anj^uisli. 

One  evening:,  under  the  i|niei  sky.  in  the  midst  of  tile  silence 
and  peace  of  liie  fore.-t  hermila^e,  M.  Fanjat  saw  from  a  dis- 
tance that  the  Baron  was  busy  loading'  a  pistol,  and  knew 
that  tlie  lovt'r  had  ^'iven  up  all  hope.  The  idood  sur^'ed  to  the 
old  doctor's  heart;  and  if  he  overcame  the  dizzy  sensation 
that  seized  on  him.  it  wa,-  because  lie  woidd  rather  see  his 
niece  jive  with  a  disordered  brain  than  lose  her  for  ever.  He 
hurried  to  the  place. 

"What  are  you  doing":'"  he  cried. 

"That  is  for  me,"  the  colonel  answered,  pointing  to  a 
loaded  pistol  on  the  bench,  "and  this  is  for  her  I"  ho  added, 
as  he  rammed  down  the  wad  into  the  pistol  that  he  held  in 
his  hands. 

Tlie  Countess  lay  stretched  out  on  the  ground,  playing 
with  the  balls. 

"Then  you  do  not  know  that  last  night,  as  she  slept,  she 
murmured  'Philip  ?"  "  said  the  doctor  quietly,  dissembling  his 
alarm. 

"She  called  my  name?"  cried  the  Baron,  letting  his  weapon 
fall.  Stephaiue  picked  it  up,  hut  he  snatched  it  out  of  her 
hands,  caught  the  otiier  pustol  from  the  bench,  and  fled. 

"Poor  little  one  I"  exclaimed  the  doctor,  rejoicing  that 
his  stratagem  had  succeeded  so  well.  He  held  her  tightly 
to  his  heart  as  he  went  on.  "He  would  have  killed  you,  selfish 
that  he  is!  He  wants  you  to  die  because  he  is  unhappy.  He 
cannot  learn  to  love  you  for  your  own  sake,  little  one!  We 
forgive  him,  do  we  not  ^     He  is  sen.se]ess;  you  are  only  mad. 
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Xovcr  /iiiml;  Ood  alone  sliall  take  you  to  Himself.  Wo 
upon  you  a>  unhappy  bocauie  you  no  loiijror  sliaro  our  niis- 
cries,  fools  that  wc  arc!  .  .  .  Why,  sho  is  hajjpy."  In; 
said,  taking'  Iut  on  his  knee;  "nothiiiji  troubles  her;  she  lives 
like  the  birds,  like  the  deer " 

Stephanie  spran;,'  upi  n  a  younfj  blackbird  that  was  hn]ipin.i^ 
about,  caught  it  with  a  little  shriek  of  glee  Mvi-ted  its  neck, 
looked  at.  tlie  dead  bird,  and  dropped  it  at  ihe  foot  of  a  tree 
without  giving  it  another  thought. 

The  next  morning  at  daylireak  the  colonel  went  out  into 
the  garden  to  Icjok  for  .'Stephanie;  hope  was  very  strong  in 
him.  He  ilid  not  ijce  her,  and  whisilctl;  and  when  she  came, 
he  took  her  arm,  and  for  the  first  time  they  walxeil  tngether 
along  an  alley  beneath  the  trees,  while  the  fresh  ninniing 
wind  shook  down  the  dead  leaves  abniii  them.  The  enl'Uiel  sat 
down,  and  .Stephanie,  of  her  own  accord,  lit  upon  his  knee. 
Philip  trembled  with  gladness. 

"Love  I"  he  cried,  covering  her  hands  with  passionate 
kisses,  'T  am  l'hi!i|)     .     .     ." 

She  looked  curiously  at  'lim. 

''Come  close,"  he  added,  as  he  held  her  tightly.  "Do  you 
feel  the  beating  of  my  heart  r  It  has  beat  for  you,  for  you 
only.  I  love  you  always.  rhili[)  is  not  dead.  He  is  here. 
You  are  sitting  on  his  knee.  You  are  my  Stephanie,  I  am 
your  Philip!" 

"Farewell !"  she  said,  '-farewell !"' 

The  colonel  shivered.  He  thought  that  some  vibration  of 
his  highly  wrought  feeling  had  surely  reached  his  beloved; 
that  the  lieart-rending  cry,  drawn  from  him  by  hope,  the  ut- 
most elfort  of  a  love  that  must  last  for  ever,  of  passion  in  its 
ecstasy,  striving  to  reach  the  soul  of  the  woman  he  loved,  must 
awaken  her. 

"Oh,  Stephanie!  we  shall  he  happy  yet!" 

A  cry  of  .satisfaction  broke  from  her,  a  dim  light  of  intelli- 
gence gleamed  in  her  eyes. 

"She  knows  me!     .     .     .     Stephanie!     .     .     ." 

The  colonel  felt  his  heart  swell,  ajul  tears  gathea'd  under 
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his  eyelids.  Rut  all  at  niicc  the  <  '(Miiilc-^  licM  ii|i  a  bit  of  siiirar 
for  him  to  sci- ;  >ln'  liail  iIi-chm  red  it  hv  ."carclmii:  diliufiilly 
for  it  while  he  -poke.  What  he  had  im-lakcu  fnr  a  human 
thought  \va-  a  di\::irr  nf  na,-on  reiiuifcd  tur  a  uionkey's  mis- 
cliievous  trick  ! 

Phi!i|)  t'aiulcil.  M.  l'"aiijal  found  the  Coiiulix  sittin.u  on 
his  pror-trale  i)nd\.  Slir  was  niljldiui:  iier  hit  of  suixar.  jrivin^ 
e.\|in'>sion  to  lur  unjoymein  hy  little  irrimaccs  and  ;;estures 
that  would  liavi-  hrcn  thou;,dil  elevcr  in  a  woman  in  full  pos- 
session of  her  senses  if  she  tried  to  mimic  \ivv  pariHjuct  or  her 
cut. 

"Oh.  my  friend  I"  criid  I'hili]).  when  he  eamc  to  himself. 
■■'I'his  is  Uki'  drath  every  moment  id'  the  day  I  I  love  her  too 
murh  I  I  could  bear  anythin;,'  if  only  thnuiudi  her  madness 
slie  liail  kept  ^,uiie  little  trace  of  womaidiood.  But.  day  after 
day,  to  see  her  like  a  wild  animal,  not  even  a  sense  of  modesty 
left,  to  see  her " 

"So  you  must  have  a  theatrical  madness,  must  you?"  said 
the  doctor  -harply.  "aiul  your  ])rejudices  are  stron^'er  tiian 
your  lover".~  devotion  r  Wliat.  monsieur  I  I  resi<,'n  to  you  the 
sad  pleasure  of  Lrivim:  my  niece  her  food,  and  the  enjoyment 
of  her  plaxtiiiie;  1  have  kept  for  my>clf  nothinjr  luit  tht'  most 
hurden.-oinc  cares.      1   watch  <ivi  r  her  while  you  are  asleep, 

I '!o,  mo'i-icur.  and  trive  uj)  the  task.   Leave  this  dreary 

lieriiii'a.:e ;  1  can  liw  uiih  my  littk'  darling;  1  under>tand  her 
diseas(  ;  I  slmh  her  movements;  I  know  her  secrets.  Some 
day  you  shall  lliaiik  me." 

'I'lie  colonel  left  the  Minorite  convent,  that  ho  was  destined 
to  see  only  once  again.  The  doctor  was  alarmed  hv  the  elTect 
that  his  words  made  upon  his  gne>t :  liis  niece's  lover  became 
as  dear  to  him  as  his  niece.  If  either  of  them  deserved  to  bo 
pitied,  that  on.'  was  lertainly  Philip;  did  he  not  bear  alone 
the  burden  id'  an  ai»palling  sorrow? 

The  doctor  made  inquiries,  and  learned  that  the  hapless 
colonel  had  retinnl  to  a  conntrv  house  of  his  near  Saint- 
flennain.  .\  ilream  had  sug^rested  to  him  a  plan  for  restorinjj 
the  Countess  to  reason,  and  the  dixtor  did  not  know  th.at  he 
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was  syiondiiiL'  tln'  rist  nf  tln'  autumn  in  carrying:  "Ut  a  vast 
scl.enit'.  A  >niall  -trcain  ran  llirou^'li  lii>  park,  ami  in  winter 
tiiiio  flni.ilcd  a  liiw-!vin'_'  Ian(],  sonictliiiiL;  liki'  the  plain  im 
the  eastern  side  nf  the  Bere-ina.  The  villaize  nf  Sat')\it,  on 
the  slope  of  a  rid^'-e  almve  it,  IxninchMl  tiie  Imrixon  of  a  picture 
(if  desolation,  sometliim:  a-;  Stud/.ianka  lay  en  the  heiLdiLs 
that  shut  in  the  swamp  ef  the  Ben-ina.  The  eo'.inei  set 
laborers  to  werk  to  make  a  ehannel  m  resemble  the  (frei'dy 
river  tlial  had  -wallowed  up  the  treasun-s  of  France  and  Xa- 
pok'on's  army,  liy  the  help  ni'  his  niemori(>s.  Philip  recon- 
structed on  his  own  lands  the  hank  where  (leneral  FJAv  had 
built  his  l)rid;zes.  Ife  drove  in  ]iiles,  and  then  set  fire  to 
them,  so  as  to  reproduce  the  charred  and  blackened  balks  of 
tindicr  that  on  either  side  of  the  river  told  tlie  stratrtrlers  that 
their  retreat  to  France  had  been  cut  ofT.  Ife  had  materials 
coUe.^ted  like  the  fragments  out  of  which  his  comrades;  in 
misfortune  had  made  the  raft;  his  jiark  was  laid  waste  to 
conijilete  the  illusion  on  wliich  his  la.-^t  liopes  were  founded. 
II(>  ordered  ra^'p-d  uniforms  and  clothin":  for  several  hundred 
f»oasr.Tits.  Huts  and  bivouacs  and  batteries  wer(>  raised  and 
burned  down.  In  short,  he  omitted  no  device  that  could  re- 
produce that  most  hideous  of  all  scenes.  He  succeeded. 
When,  in  the  earliest  days  of  December,  snow  covered  the 
earth  with  a  thick  white  mantle,  it  seemed  to  him  that  he  saw 
the  Reresina  its(df.  The  mimic  TJussia  wa.s  so  startlinjrly 
real,  that  several  of  his  old  comrades  reco<rnized  the  scene  of 
their  j>ast  suffering's.  "SI.  de  Socv  kept  the  secret  of  the 
drama  to  be  enacted  with  this  tra_;cal  backfrrfumd,  but  it  was 
looked  iijion  as  a  mad  freak  in  several  circles  of  society  in 
Paris. 

In  the  early  davs  of  the  month  of  January  1820.  the  colonel 
drove  over  to  the  Fore^^t  of  Flsle-.Ndani  in  a  carriajre  like 
the  one  in  which  M.  and  Mine,  de  Vandieres  had  driven  from 
Moscow  to  Studzianka.  The  horses  closely  resembled  that 
other  pair  that  he  hail  risked  his  life  to  brinir  from  the  Rus- 
sian lines.  Tie  himself  wore  the  irrote-ipie  and  soiled  clothes, 
accoutrements,  and  cap  that  he  had  worn  on  the  I'iUh  of 
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Novoinhcr  lM"i.  il''  liail  t\rii  .illnWdl  !iis  hair  and  Ix'ard  to 
uri)W,  ami  iii':j!>  iird  hi-  aii|icaraiuc.  thai  im  ildail  ini^'iit  lie 
lackiii;:  In  n-.all  liif  .-(nic  in  all  it-  hormr. 

"1  <,nif.-r,|  what  ynu  iiuant  i"  il".""  frii'd  M.  Fanjat.  v  her. 
he  saw  tiir  (■'•l"nri  disniount.  "If  voii  moan  your  plan  to 
siiccfcd,  do  nut  Iri  hiT  ><■••  ynu  in  I  hat  carria^'f.  This  ovcn- 
iii^'  I  will  '/\\f  niv  nicci-  a  litlli'  laudanum,  and  wliilc  she 
sitfps.  We  will  iliv-s  hiT  m  su(.-h  clnthrs  as  slu'  v.crr  at  Stud- 
ziankii.  and  put  hrr  in  your  ti'avclini:-rarria;,'o.  1  will  follow 
you  in  a  hcrline." 

Sonn  al'i'T  two  o'clock  in  the  moniinLT,  the  younir  Countess 
was  lil'icil  into  i  he  carnaiic,  laid  'Ui  the  cnshions.  and  wrapjied 
in  ji  coarse  Maiikei.  A  t'cw  pca-ants  held  torches  while  this 
stran^'o  elopement   was  arfan.u'ed. 

A  suddi^n  (TV  rauL:  throiiLrh  the  >ilence  of  ni^'ht,  and  Philip 
and  the  doctor,  lurninL^  saw  (lenevieve.  She  had  come  out 
half-dressed  from  tiie  low  room  where  slie  sle|>t. 

"Farewell,  fart-well;  it  is  ail  over,  farewtdl  !"'  she  called, 
cryiniT  liitterly. 

'•Why,  (;ene\iev(\  what  is  it?"  asked  ^1.  Fanjat. 

(leiievieve  -hook  her  head  despairinirly.  raised  hor  arm  to 
heaven,  looked  at  the  earriaire.  uttered  a  lon;i  snarlinjr  sound, 
and  with  evident  siiMis  of  profound  terror.  sluid<  in  apiin. 

"  'Tis  a  troiul  omen,"  cried  the  colonel.  ••'Phe  <rirl  is  sorry 
to  lose  lier  companion.  \'cry  likely  she  srr,'<  that  Stephanie 
is  ahout  to  recover  her  reason." 

"(iod  irrant  it  mav  !"■  sol"  answered  M.  Fanjat.  who  seemed 
to  he  alTected  hv  this  incideii',.  Since  insanity  had  interested 
him.  he  had  known  several  ca>es  in  which  a  s])irit  of  profihecy 
and  the  ^.Mft  (d"  second  :-iLdit  had  heen  accorded  to  a  disordered 
hrain — two  faculties  which  many  travelers  tell  us  are  also 
found  anionL''  savaL'i'  trihes. 

So  it  happened  that,  a.s  the  colonel  had  foreseen  and  ar- 
ran<red.  Stephanie  traveleil  .-leross  the  mimic  Hercsina  ahout 
nine  o'clock  in  the  moniinir,  and  was  awakened  hv  an  explo- 
sion of  rof'kets  ahout  a  hundred  paee-  from  the  scene  of 
action.     It  was  a  si^rnal.     Hundreds  of  jH.asants  raised  a  ter- 
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ril)1(' phiiiior,  like  tlir  d' -|i:iiriii,u  >liniits  that  ^tartlrd  the  T?n>- 
siaiis  whin  tuinty  tlinii-aiul  straL'Lrl<'r-  Icarricil  tliat  !iy  tlu-ir 
own  fault  tilt  y  wire  dt  livcn'i!  (ivit  to  il^atli  or  to  slavery. 

Wl-.i'ti  the  Coiinti'S-  hfard  tin'  ri'pori  and  tlu'  crios  that 
fuiloucd.  -lie  spraii;:  out  ot  the  carriap'.  and  ru>licd  in  t'rcn- 
/.ifd  an;:ui-li  ovir  ii\i'  >nn\v-iov(Tfd  ])lnin:  .-lit'  saw  tlic  hurnod 
iiivouac-  and  ihc  r,i;ai  rafi  almut  I"  1m-  hnindii'd  on  a  I'rozfn 
UtTisina.  She  >aw  Major  IMulip  hraiidi^hini:  his  sabro 
ainon^r  the  croud.  Tiii'  cry  that  hrokc  from  Mine  di'  \';'.n- 
dicrcs  made  tiic  liln,.d  iim  cold  in  the  vcin^  of  all  who  heard 
it.  Sho  st'ind  face  to  face  wiiii  the  colonel,  who  watched  her 
with  a  heatin:  heart.  .\t  llivt  .-he  -lared  hlankly  at  the 
stmn;:e  scene  .iImiui  her,  tluMi  -he  rcllccicd.  I'or  an  instant, 
brief  as  a  lielunin.'-  tla-h.  ihere  wa.-  the  .-anie  quick  L'azo  and 
total  lack  nf  c(iii![irchcn.-iiin  that  we  sec  in  the  briu'ht  cye.'^ 
of  a  bird:  then  -he  jia--ed  hor  hand  aeross  lier  forehead  with 
the  intelliireiit  e\pre--ien  i>|'  a  thinkini:  beiiii::  -he  looked 
round  (Ui  the  meinorie-  that  had  taken  sniisiantial  form,  into 
the  past  life  thai  bad  iieen  iran-porlcd  into  lior  proent;  she 
turned  her  face  to  lliilip — and  -aw  him  I  An  awed  silence 
fell  upon  the  crowd.  'I'lie  colonel  lireatlied  hard,  but  dared 
not  speak;  tears  filled  the  docKn's  eyes.  A  faint  color  over- 
spread Stej)hanic"s  beautiful  face,  deepeninjr  slowly,  till  at 
last  she  irlowed  like  a  irirl  radiant  with  vouth.  Still  the  briu'ht 
Hush  trrew.  Life  and  ''m.  kindled  within  her  at  the  blaze  of 
intelliirence.  swept  ihronuh  her  like  leapins,'  llames.  A  eon- 
vulsive  tn  r  ran  from  her  feet  to  her  heart.  Rut  all  these 
tokens,  which  tla-hed  on  the  -'vdit  in  a  Tno!".ent.  pithered  and 
<:ained  e  .isi^tenee.  a-  it  were,  when  Sfenhnnie'-  eves  udeained 
with  heavenly  radiatiee.  the  lidit  of  a  soul  within.  She 
lived,  -he  tb.ouirht  !  She  -huddercd--was  it  with  fear!''  Koil 
TTiinself  unloosed  a  -econd  time  the  ton.unie  that  had  been 
bound  by  death,  and  set  His  fire  anew  in  the  e\t  iiv.'uished 
soul.  The  elect rie  torrent  of  the  human  will  vivified  the  body 
whence  it  had  so  loiux  been  absent. 

"Stef)hanie !"  the  (-olonel  cried. 

''Oh  I  it  is  I'iiilip!"  said  the  poor  Countess. 
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S'li'  fli'i]  to  the  frciiihliii,'  arins  hold  out  towards  Iht.  and 
tlic  I'iiil.iaci'  mT  thr  tuu  lovers  fri;.'hl('iifd  tlio.-c  wlio  liclidd  it. 
Sir|ilianic  Inirst  into  ti  ars. 

Suddenly  tlie  tears  (•ea>ed  n,  (low;  slie  lay  in  liis  arms  a 
dead  wvi^'ht,  as  if  strick-n  by  a  tliuiiderholt,  and  said 
faintly  : 

"Karewi  11.    rhilip!     ...     I    lovo    vou.     .     .  fare- 

W(.|l  I" 

"She  i>  dead  I"  cried  the  e.ilone!,  nnela-pinjj  his  arms. 

'I'lle  (i|d  doctor  received  tile  llfele-s  hodv  ot'  Ilis  nieee  in 
his  arms  as  a  ynimi:  man  mij.dit  have  done;  he  carried  her 
to  a  stack  (d'  wmid  and  set  her  d.-wn.  He  looked  at  her  face, 
and  laid  a  fechle  h.ind,  tremulous  with  agitation,  upon  her 
heart — it  l)eat  no  lon^rer. 

"Can  it  really  he  .so?"  he  said,  looking  from  the  colonel, 
who  .-tood  there  niotionl.ss.  to  Stephanie's  face.  Death  had 
invested  it  with  a  radiant  iieaiity.  a  transi(>nt  aureole,  the 
pledge,  it  may  hv.  of  a  glorious  life  to  come. 

"Yes,  she  is  dead." 

"Oh,  hut  that  smile!"  cried  Philip;  "onlv  see  that  smile. 
Is  it  possible?" 

"She  has  grown  cold  already."  answt^red  "W.  Fanjat. 

M.  de  Sucy  made  a  few  strides  to  tear  himself  from  the 
piirht;  tiien  he  stopped,  and  wliistli  d  the  air  that  the  mad 
Stephanie  had  understood;  and  wlu'n  he  saw  that  she  did  not 
ri.ee  and  hasten  to  him.  he  walked  away,  staggering  like  a 
drunken  man,  still  whistling,  but  he  did  not  turn  again. 

In  snci<>tv  OeniTal  de  Sucy  i<  looked  upon  a.s  very  agree- 
able, and  above  all  things,  as  very  lively  and  amusing.  Xot 
very  long  ago  a  lady  complimented  him  upon  his  good  humor 
and  C(piai)le  temper. 

".\h  !  madanie."  he  answered,  "T  pay  ven,'  dearly  for  my 
merriment  in  the  evening  if  I  am  alone." 

"Then,  you  are  iu>ver  alone,  I  .suppose." 

"Xo."  he  answered,  smilintr. 

If  a  keen  o!)server  of  human  nature  could  have  seen  the 
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look  that  Sucy's  faro  wore  :it  tli;i!  in  )iii.'iit,  lu'  wuuhl,  without 
(loiiht,  have  shmMcriMl. 

"Wliv  il<»  VMii  iK.t  m.!-ry!'""  thf  ladv  a-k«(l  (-lie  had  several 
(laii<;hters  of  her  own  at  a  h(>arllin;;-^ehlH>l ).  "You  are 
wealthv;  yuu  hehmt;  to  an  old  and  ii-'hle  hoii>o ;  you  arc 
clover;  you  have  a  future  before  you;  everything  amiles  upon 

you" 

"Yes,"  he  answered  :  '"one  smile  is  killing;  mo " 

On  the  morrow  ttie  hidy  hi  ard  with  amazement  that  M.  de 
Sucy  had  shot  himself  throi:_'h  the  liead  that  nij.'ht. 

The  fashionable  world  discussed  the  extraordinary  news 
in  divers  ways,  and  each  had  a  theory  to  aecount  for  it;  play, 
love,  aiid)ition,  irrepulariti.  <  in  private  life.  acfiordin<;  to  the 
taste  of  the  speaker,  explained  the  last  act  of  the  trajjedy 
be^nin  in  IS]-.'.  Two  men  alone,  a  maf,Mstrate  and  an  old 
doctor,  knew  lliat  ^lonsieur  le  fomto  de  Sucy  was  one  of  those 
souls  unhappy  in  the  strenjith  (iod  ^nves  to  them  to  enable 
them  to  triumph  <laily  in  a  ^diasily  stru<:;:le  with  a  mysterious 
horror.  If  for  a  moment  Uod  withdrawn  ills  sustainiDg  baud, 
they  succumb. 
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ITho  inner  nolf]  .  .  .  l>.v  a  plu-nomcmin  of  vUlnn  or  of 
locomotion  lia«  Uwn  known  iii  tuii.-<  to  iiIm.IIsIi  Spao'  In  its  two 
nio.|,.H    of    Tim.'   iin.l    |)isi;in«f    tlir    on.-    intcllrrtnul,    tli.-   otl.tT 

phyHlcal. 

—  HlSTOUY  (IK  l.otis  l.AMnr.RT. 


On  a  November  <'venin^'  in  tlio  voar  \:'y'>  the  principal  citi- 
zens of  Carentan  were  ii>s;'iiililr.l  in  Mine,  de  I>e>'s  lirawin^'- 
room.     Mine,  do  Dey  lu'M  this  rereptioit  every  nitrht  of  the 
w.rk.   Init.  an   nnwontod   intfiv^t   attached   to  thi<  .'venin^'V 
gatherinjr,  owin^^  to  certain  ciniiin.-Jtanees  which  would  have 
passed    altofjether   unnoticed    in   a   <:rcat    city,   thouph   in    a 
Fniall  count rv  town  they  excited  the  ^'reatcst  curiosity.     For 
two  davs  hefore  Mnie.  de  l»ey  had  not  hcen  at   home  to  her 
visitors,  and  on  the  previous  cveninL'  her  door  liad  heen  shut, 
on  the  jxround   of   indisposition.      Two   such   events   at   any 
ordinarv  time  would  have  produced  in  Carentan  the  -ame  sen- 
sation   that    Paris   knows  on    ni<:hts   when   there   is   no   per- 
formance at   the  theatres— <'xistence  is  in  some  sort   incom- 
plete; hut   in  those  times  when  the  least   indiscretion  on  the 
part  of  an  aristocrat   mifrht   lie  a  matter  of  life  and  death, 
this  conduct  of  Mme.  de  T)ey's  was  likely  to  brin.tr  ahoiit  the 
most  disastrous  consequences  for  Iter.      Her  position   in  Ca- 
rentan ou^dit  to  Ik"  made  clear,  if  the  reach'r  is  to  appreciate 
the  expression  of  keen  curio-ity  and  cunnin.sr  fanaticism  on 
the  countenances  of  these  Norman  citizens,  and,  what  is  of 
most  importance,  the  part  that  the  ladv  plaved  auK^n;;  them. 
Many  a  one  during  the  days  of  t!ie  Uevohuion  has  doubtless 
passed  thron<rh  a  crisis  as  ditTnult  as  hers  at  that  moment. 
and  the  svmpathies  of  more  than  one  reader  will  fill  in  all 
the  coloring  of  the  picture. 
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Mnip.  do  T)('v  \va.-  the  widow  of  a  LitMitcnant-riciKTal,  a 
Kni^'ht  of  the  Orders  of  Saint  Micliacl  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  She  liad  left  the  Court  vvhon  the  Emigration  began, 
and  taken  refuge  in  the  neighborhood  of  Carentan,  where 
she  had  hirge  estates,  hoping  that  the  influence  of  the  Reign 
of  Terror  would  Ik-  but  little  felt  there.  Her  calculations, 
based  on  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  district,  proved  cor- 
rect. The  Kevohition  made  little  disturbance  in  Lower  Xor- 
niandy.  formerly,  when  Mme.  de  Dey  had  spent  any  time 
in  the  country,  her  circle  of  ac(|uaintance  had  been  confined 
to  the  noble  families  of  the  district;  but  now,  frcm  politic 
motives,  she  opened  her  house  to  the  principal  citizens  and 
to  the  Revolutionary  authorities  of  the  town,  endeavoring  to 
touch  and  gratify  their  social  pride  without  arousing  either 
hatred  or  jealousy,  (iracious  and  kindly,  possessed  of  the  in- 
describable charm  that  wins  goodwill  without  loss  of  dignity 
or  effort  to  pay  court  to  any,  she  had  succeeded  in  gaining 
universal  esteem;  the  discreet  warnings  of  e.\(|uisite  tact  en- 
abled her  to  steer  a  dilHcult  course  among  the  exacting  claims 
of  this  mixed  society,  without  wounding  the  ovenveening 
self-love  of  parveinis  on  tlie  one  luuul,  or  the  susceptibilities 
of  her  old  frii'iuls  on  the  othtr. 

She  was  about  thirty-eight  years  of  age.  and  still  preserved, 
not  the  fresh,  high-colored  beauty  of  the  Basse-Xormandes, 
but  a  fragile  loveliness  of  wliat  may  be  called  an  aristocratic 
type.  Her  figure  was  liss :>me  and  slender,  her  features  deli- 
cate and  clearly  cut ;  the  pale  face  seemed  to  light  up  and 
live  when  she  spoke;  but  there  was  a  quiet  and  devout  look 
in  the  great  dark  eyes,  f(»r  all  their  graciousness  of  expres- 
sion— a  look  that  seemed  to  say  that  the  springs  of  her  life 
lay  without  her  own  existence. 

In  her  early  girlhood  she  had  been  married  to  an  elderly 
and  jealous  soldier.  Her  false  [wsition  in  the  midst  of  a  gay. 
Court,  had  doubtless  done  something  to  bring  a  veil  of  sadness 
over  a  face  that  must  once  have  lK>en  bright  with  the  charms 
of  qiiick-pidsed  life  and  love.  She  had  been  compelled  to 
.<et  constant  restraint  ujion  her  frank  impulses  and  emotions 
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at  an  age  when  a  woman  feels  rather  than  thinks,  and  the 
depths  of  passina  in  her  lieart  iiad  Ufvcr  been  stirreil.     In  this 
lay  the  secret  of  her  greatest  charm,  a  youthfulness  of  the  in- 
most soul,  l)etrayed  at  limes  l)y  her  face,  and  a  certain  tinge 
of  inn(X!ent  wistfulness  in  lier  ideas.     81ie  was  reserved  in 
her  demeanor,  but  in  her  bearing  and  in  the  tones  of  her 
voice  there  was  still  something  that  told  of  girlish  longings 
directed  toward  a  vague  future.     Before  very  long  the  lea^t 
susceptible  fell  in  low  with  her,  and  yet  stood  somewhat  in 
awe  of  her  dignity  and  high-bred  manner.     Her  great  soul, 
strengthened   bv   the  cruel   ordeals   througli   which   she   hafl 
passed,  seemed"  to  set  hiT  too  far  above  th.>  ordinary  level, 
and  these  men  weighed  themselves,  and  instinctively  felt  that 
they  were  found  wanting.     Such  a  nature  demanded  an  ex- 
altt^d  passion. 

Moreover,  Mme.  de  Dey's  alTections  were  concentrated  in 
one  sentiment— a  mother's  love  for  her  son.  All  the  happi- 
ness and  joy  that  she  had  not  known  as  a  wife,  she  had  found 
later  in  her  boundless  love  for  him.  The  cofpietry  of  a  mis- 
tress, the  jealousy  of  a  wife  mingled  with  the  pure  and  deep 
affection  of  a  mother.  She  was  miserable  when  they  were 
apart,  and  nervous  about  him  while  he  was  away;  she  eoiild 
never  see  enough  of  him,  and  lived  through  and  for  him 
alone.  Some  idea  of  the  strength  of  this  tie  Tuay  be  con- 
veyed to  the  nuisculine  understanding  by  adding  that  this 
was  not  only  Mme.  de  Dey's  only  son.  l)ut  all  she  had  of  kith 
or  kin  in  tlie  world,  the  one  human  being  on  earth  bound  to 
her  by  all  the  fears  and  hopes  and  joys  of  her  life. 

The  late  Comte  de  Dey  was  the  last  of  his  race,  and  she, 
his  wife,  was  the  sole  heiress  and  descendant  of  her  house. 
So  worldly  ambitions  and  family  considerations  a-;  well  as 
the  noblest  cravings  of  the  soul,  combined  to  lieiLditen  in 
the  Countess  a  sentiment  that  is  strong  in  everv  woman's 
heart.  The  child  was  all  the  dearer,  because  only  with  in- 
finite care  had  she  succeeded  in  rearinir  him  to  man's  estate; 
medical  science  had  predicted  his  death  a  score  of  times, 
but  she  had  held  fa.st  to  her  presentiments  and  her  hope^, 
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ami  liii'l  known  the  incx])r(ssib!('  joy  of  wiitchin,!?  him  pas? 
t^afcly  tiiroii^'li  ilic  jicril,-  (iT  infancy,  of  seeing  liis  constitution 
strcngthon  in  >])ito  of  ilic  decrees  of  tlie  Facultv. 

Thanks  to  her  constant  care,  tiie  l)oy  had  j^rown  up  and  de- 
vclo|)e<]  so  favorai)]y,  that  at  twenty  years  of  ape  ho  was  ro- 
pirdcil  as  (Uio  of  the  innst  accoriiiilished  ;:entlcnK'n  at  the 
Court  of  \'crsaill('s.  One  linal  haiipiness  ilial  (io<'s  not  alwavs 
crown  a  inotlii'rV  efforts  was  hers — her  son  worshiped  her; 
and  oeiween  these  two  there  was  the  deep  synipatiiv  of  kin- 
dred Minis.  If  ihey  had  not  been  hound  to  each  otlier  already 
by  a  natural  and  sacred  tie,  they  would  instinctively  have  felt 
for  each  other  a  friendshij)  that  is  rarely  met  with  between 
two  men. 

At  the  af,'e  of  ei<rhte(>n,  the  young  Count  had  received  an 
appointment  as  sub-lieutenant  in  a  regimeiil  of  dragoons,  and 
had  nuide  it  a  })oint  of  honor  to  follow  the  emigrant  I'rinces 
into  exile. 

Then  Mmc.  de  Dey  faced  the  dangers  of  her  cruel  position. 
She  was  ridi.  noble,  and  the  mother  of  an  Hmigrant.  With 
the  one  de.-ire  to  look  after  Iier  ,-on"s  great  fortune,  she  had 
denied  herself  the  hapjiiness  of  Ijcing  with  him  :  and  when  she 
read  the  rigorous  laws  in  virtue  of  which  the  Hepublie  was 
daily  confiscating  tli<'  |u'operty  of  l-'.migrants  at  Carentan,  she 
eongratulated  herself  on  the  courageous  course  that  she  had 
taken.  Was  she  not  keeping  watch  over  the  wealth  of  her  son 
at  the  risk  of  her  life?  Later,  when  news  came  of  the 
horrible  executions  ordered  by  the  Convention,  she  slept, 
happy  in  the  knowledge  that  her  own  treasure  was  in  safety, 
out  of  reach  of  peril,  far  from  the  scaffolds  of  the  Revolution. 
She  loved  to  think  that  she  had  followed  the  best  course,  that 
she  had  saved  her  darling  and  her  darling's  fortunes;  and  to 
this  secret  thought  she  made  such  concessions  as  the  mis- 
fortunes of  the  times  deinande<i,  without  compromising  her 
dignity  or  her  aristocratic  tenets,  and  enveloped  her  sorrows 
in  reserve  and  mystery.  She  had  foreseen  the  dilTiculties 
that  would  beset  her  at  Carentan.  Did  she  not  tempt  the 
scatlold  by  the  very  fact  of  going  thither  to  take  a  prominent 
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place?     Yet,  sustiiined  h\  a  inother's  cniiraire,  she  «ucce<Mled 


in  winning  the  ailVction  of  the  poor 


iiiiiiistcrin;.'  without  dis- 
?If 


tinction  to  every  one  in  trouble;  and  made  herseit  necessar^ 
to  the  well-to-do,  bv  providing  amusements  for  them. 

The  precureur  of  the  eonnmine  might  be  seen  at  her 
house,  the  mayor,  the  })resident  of  tlie  "(list riot,"  and  the 
public  proseeutor.  and  even  the  judges  of  the  Revuhitionan,' 
tribunals  went  there.  'I'he  four  first-named  gentlemen  were 
none  of  them  married,  ami  ciicli  paid  eourt  to  Iut.  in  the  hope 
that  Mme.  de  Diy  would  take  him  for  her  husband,  either 
from  fear  of  making  an  enemy  or  from  a  desire  to  find  a  i)ro- 
tector. 

The  public  prosecutor,  once  an  attorney  at  ("aen.  and  the 
Countess"  man  (d'  business,  did  what  he  could  to  inspire  love 
bv  a  svstem  of  devotiiui  and  generosity,  a  dangerous  game  of 
cunning!  He  was  the  most  fdrmidable  of  all  her  suitors.  He 
alone  knew  the  amnunt  of  the  large  fortune  of  his  sometime 
client,  and  his  fervor  was  inevitably  increased  by  the  cupidity 
of  greed,  and  by  the  consciousness  tliiit  he  wielded  an  enor- 
mous power,  the  power  of  life  and  death  in  the  district.  He 
was  still  a  young  man.  and.  owing  to  the  generosity  of  his  be- 
havior, Mme.  de  Dey  was  unable  as  yet  to  estimate  him  truly. 
But,  in  despite  of  the  danger  (d'  matching  herself  against 
Xorman  cunning,  she  use(l  all  the  craft  and  inventiveness 
that  Nature  has  bestowed  on  women  to  play  off  the  rival 
suitors  one  against  another.  She  hoped,  by  gaining  time,  to 
emerge  safe  and  sound  from  her  difliculties  at  last;  for  at 
that  time  Rovalists  in  the  provinces  flattered  themselves  with 
a  hope,  dailv  renewed,  that  the  morrow  would  see  the  end 
of  the  devolution — a  conviction  that  proved  fatal  to  many  of 
them.. 

In  spite  of  diniculties.  the  Countess  h;ul  maintained  her  in- 
dependence with  considerable  skill  until  the  day.  when,  by 
an  ine.xplicable  want  of  prudence,  she  took  occasion  to  close 
her  salon.  So  deep  and  sineere  was  tlu>  interest  that  she  in- 
spired, that  those  who  usually  filled  her  drawing-room  feU  a 
lively  anxiety  when  the  news  was  spread ;  then,  with  the  frank 


I 


^ 


ri74 


THE  CONSCRIPT 


curiosity  characteristic  of  provincial  iiianiuT?.  llu  y  wcnl  to 
inquire  into  tlic  misfortune,  griei',  or  illness  that  had  befallen 
Mnie.  de  Dey. 

To  all  these  questions,  Brigitte.  the  housekeeper,  ansA'crcd 
with  the  same  formula:  her  mistress  was  keeping  her  room, 
and  would  see  no  one.  not  I'Ven  her  own  servants.  The  almost 
claustral  lives  of  dwellers  in  small  towns  fosters  a  habit  of 
analysis  and  i-onjectural  explanation  of  the  business  of  everj-- 
body  else;  so  strong  is  it,  that  when  every  one  had  exclaimed 
over  poor  Mnie.  de  Dey  (without  knowing  whether  the  lady 
was  overcome  by  joy  or  sorrow),  each  one  began  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  her  sudden  seclusion. 

"If  she  were  ill,  she  would  have  sent  for  the  doctor,"  said 
gossip  number  one;  '"nov*-  the  doctor  has  been  playing  chess 
in  my  house-  all  day.  lie  said  to  me.  laughing,  that  in  these 
days  there  is  only  one  disease,  and  that,  unluckily,  it  is  in- 
curable." 

The  joke  was  hazarded  discreetly.  Women  and  men,  el- 
derly folk  and  young  girls,  forthwith  betook  themselves  to 
the  vast  fields  of  conjecture.  Kvery  one  imagined  that  there 
was  some  secret  in  it.  and  every  head  was  busy  with  the  secret. 
Next  day  the  suspicions  became  nuilignant.  Every  one  lives 
in  public  in  a  small  town,  and  the  wonnnkind  were  the  first 
to  find  out  thai  Brigitte  had  laid  in  an  extra  stock  of  jiro- 
visions.  The  thing  could  not  be  disputeil.  Brigitte  had  been 
seen  in  the  market-place  betimes  that  morning,  and,  w^onder- 
ful  to  relate,  she  had  bought  the  one  hare  to  be  had.  The 
whole  town  knew  that  Mme.  de  I)(»y  did  not  care  for  game. 
The  hare  became  a  starting-point  for  endless  c<'»njectures. 

Elderly  gentlemen,  taking  their  constitutional,  noticed  a 
sort  of  suppressed  bustle  in  the  Countess'  house;  the  symp- 
toms were  the  more  a))parent.  because  the  servants  were  at 
evident  pains  to  conceal  them.  The  man-servant  wa.s  beating 
a  carpet  in  the  garden.  Only  yesterday  no  one  would  have 
remarked  the  fact,  but  t(vdiiv  eviTylwHly  began  to  build  ro- 
mances upon  that  harmless  })iece  of  household  stuff.  Ever)' 
one  had  a  version. 
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On  the  following  day,  that  ( 
that  sht'  was  not  well,  the  magnates  of  Carentan  went  to 
spend  the  evening  at  the  mayor's  brother's  house.  He  was 
a  retired  merchant,  a  married  man,  a  strictly  honorable  soul; 
even.-  one  res[)ected  him,  and  the  Countess  held  him  in  high 
regard.  There  all  the  rich  widow's  suitors  were  fain  to  invent 
more  or  less  probable  fictions,  each  one  thinking  the  while 
how  to  turn  to  his  own  advantage  the  secret  that  compelled 
her  to  compromise  herself  in  such  a  manner. 

The  public  j)roseeutor  spun  out  a  whole  dranui  to  bring 
Mme.  de  Dey's  son  to  her  house  of  a  night.  The  mayor  had 
a  belief  in  a  priest  who  had  refused  Hie  oath,  a  refugee  from 
La  Vendee;  but  this  left  him  not  a  little  embarrassed  how  to 
Account  for  the  purchase  of  a  hare  on  a  Friday.  The  president 
ji  the  district  had  strong  leanings  towards  a  Ciiouan  chief, 
or  a  Vendean  leader  hotly  pursued.  Others  voted  for  a  noble 
escaped  fmm  the  prisons  of  Paris.  In  short,  one  and  all 
suspected  that  the  Countess  had  been  guilty  of  some  piece 
of  generosity  that  the  law  of  those  days  defined  as  a  crime, 
an  offence  that  was  like  to  bring  her  to  the  scatfold.  The 
public  prosecutor,  moreover,  said,  in  a  low  voice,  that  they 
must  hush  the  nuitter  up,  and  try  to  save  the  unfortunate 
lady  from  the  abyss  towards  which  she  was  hastening. 

"If  you  spread  reports  about,"  he  added,  "1  shall  be  obliged 
to  take  cognizance  of  the  matter,  and  to  search  the  house, 
and  then !     .     .     ." 

He  said  no  more,  but  every  one  understood  what  was  left 
unsaid. 

The  Countess'  real  friends  were  so  much  alarmed  for  her, 
that  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  the  Procurciir  Syndic 
of  the  coiumune  made  his  wife  write  a  few  lines  to  persuade 
Mme.  de  Dey  to  hold  her  reception  as  usual  that  evening. 
The  old  merchiuit  took  a  bolder  stoj).  He  called  that  morning 
upon  the  lady.  Strong  in  the  thought  of  the  service  ho 
meant  to  do  her.  he  insisted  that  he  must  see  Mme.  de  Dey, 
and  was  amazed  bevond  expn-ssion  to  find  her  out  in  the  gar- 
den, busy  gathering  the  last  autumn  llowers  in  her  borders  to 
fill  the  va-ses. 
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"She  has  ii'ivvn  rofnjre  to  hor  lover,  no  doubt."  thoiirrlit  tho 
old  man,  struck  with  pity  for  the  charming  woman  U'fore 
him. 

The  Countess'  faw  wore  a  stranfre  look,  that  continued 
his  susj>i('ions.  Deeply  moved  by  the  devotion  so  natural  to 
woiiicu,  Itiit  that  always  touehes  us,  because  all  men  are  tlat- 
tend  !iv  the  sacriticcs  that  any  woman  makes  for  any  ime 
of  ihiiii.  the  iiifnliant  told  the  f'ountess  of  the  <ros>i|)  that 
was  circulatinir  in  the  town,  and  shnwcd  her  the  damrer  that 
she  was  runniiii:.  He  wnund  up  at  last  with  saying:  that  "if 
there  are  some  of  our  i)ul)lie  functionaries  who  are  sutliciently 
readv  to  pardon  a  ])iece  of  heroism  on  your  part  so  long  as  it 
is  a  priest  that  you  wish  to  save,  no  one  will  shew  you  any 
mercy  if  it  is  discovered  that  you  are  sacrificing  yourself  to 
the  dictates  of  your  heart." 

At  these  words  Mine,  de  Dey  gazed  at  her  visitor  with  a 
wild  e-xcitement  in  her  numner  that  made  him  tremble,  old 
though  he  was. 

"Come  in,"  she  said,  taking  him  by  the  hand  to  bring  him 
to  her  room,  and  as  soon  as  she  had  assured  herself  that  they 
were  aione.  slic  drew  a  soiled,  torn  letter  from  her  bodice. — 
"Read  ill"  she  cried,  with  a  violent  effort  to  pronounce  the 
words. 

Slie  dropped  as  if  exhausted  into  her  armchair.  While  the 
old  merchant  looked  fur  his  spectacles  and  wiped  them,  she 
raised  her  eve.<,  and  for  the  first  time  looked  at  him  with 
curiosity;  then,  in  an  uncertain  voice,  "I  trust  in  you,"  she 
said  softly. 

'•\Vhv  did  T  come  but  to  .share  in  your  crime?"  the  old 
merchant  said  simply. 

She  trendiUd.  For  the  first  time  since  .she  had  come  to 
the  little  town  her  soul  found  sympathy  in  another  soul.  A 
sudden  light  (hnmed  meantime  on  tho  old  merchant;  he  un- 
dtrstood  the  Countess"  joy  and  her  prostration. 

Hrr  son  had  taken  part  in  the  Granville  expedition;  he 
wn)te  to  his  mother  from  his  prison,  and  the  letter  brought 
her  a  sad,  sweet  hope.     Feeling  no  doubts  a^  to  his  means  of 
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escape,  ho  wrote  that  within  three  days  he  was  sure  to  reacii 
her,  disfniised.  The  same  letter  that  brought  these  weighty 
tidings  was  full  of  heart-rending  farewells  in  case  the  writer 
should  not  he  in  Carentan  by  the  evening  of  the  third  day, 
and  he  implored  \n>  mother  to  send  a  lonsiderable  sum  of 
money  by  the  bearer,  who  had  gone  through  dangers  innu- 
merable \o  deliver  it.  The  paper  shook  in  thi'  old  man's 
hands. 

"And  to-day  is  the  third  day!"  cried  Mme.  do  Dey.  She 
sprang  to  her"  feet,  took  back  the  letter,  and  walked  up  and 
down. 

"You  nave  set  to  work  imprudently."'  the  merchant  re- 
marked, addressing  her.     "Why  did  you  buy  provisions?" 
"Why,  he  may  come  in  dying  of  hunger,  worn  out  with 

fatigue,  and "     She  broke  off. 

"I  am  sure  of  my  brother,"  the  old  merchant  went  on ;  "I 
will  engage  him  in  your  interests." 

The  merchant  in  this  crisis  recovered  his  old  business 
shrewdness,  and  the  advice  that  he  gave  Mme.  de  Dey  was 
full  of  prudence  and  wisdom.  After  the  two  had  agreed  to- 
gether as  to  what  they  were  to  do  ami  say,  the  old  merchant 
went  on  various  ingenious  pretexts  to  pay  visits  to  the  prin- 
cipal houses  of  Carentan.  announcing  wherever  he  went  that 
he  had  just  been  to  see  Mme.  de  Dey.  and  that,  in  spite  of  her 
indisposition,  she  would  receive  that  evening.  Matching  his 
shrewdness  against  Norman  wits  in  the  cross-e.xamination 
he  underwent  in  every  family  as  to  the  Countess'  comi)laint, 
he  succeeded  in  putting  almost  every  one  who  took  an  interest 
in  the  mysterious  affair  u]M)n  llie  wrong  scent. 

His  very  first  call  worked  wond(>rs.  He  told,  in  the  hearing 
of  a  gouty  old  lady,  how  that  Mme.  de  Dey  had  all  but  died 
of  an  attack  of  gout  in  the  stomach  :  how  that  the  illustrious 
Tronchin  had  recommended  her  in  sueh  a  case  to  put  the 
skin  from  a  live  hare  on  her  chest,  to  stop  in  bed.  and  keep 
perfectly  still.  The  Countess,  he  said,  liad  lain  in  dan^'cr 
of  her  life  for  the  past  two  days :  but  after  eari'fullv  follnwiivj 
out  Tronchin's  singular  iin^iriptinn.  shi^  was  now  sutliciently 
recovered  to  receivo  vlsito.rs  tlv't  '.'voning. 
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Thi:*  tale  had  :ui  iinmcn^-e  succoss  in  Carontan.  The  local 
dortnr.  a  Koyaiist  in  pfttu.  added  to  it.s  ellect  by  gravely  did- 
cussiiiiT  tile  specitio.  Suripieion.  nevertheIos!i,  had  taken  too 
deep  root  in  a  few  perverse  or  philosophical  niind^  to  be  en- 
tirely dissipiited  ;  ?o  it  fell  out  tliat  those  who  had  the  right  of 
entry  into  Mine,  de  Dey's  drawing-room  hurried  thither 
at  an  early  hour,  some  to  watch  her  face,  some  out  of  friend- 
ship, but  the  more  i)art  attracted  by  the  fame  of  the  marvel- 
ous cure. 

They  found  the  Countess  seated  in  a  corner  of  the  great 
chii  aey-piece  in  her  room,  which  was  almost  as  modestly  fur- 
nished a,s  similar  apartments  in  C'arentan ;  for  she  had  given 
up  the  enjoyment  of  luxuries  to  which  she  had  formerly  been 
accustomed,  for  fear  of  offending  the  narrow  prejudices  of 
her  guests,  and  she  jiad  made  no  changes  in  her  house.  The 
floor  was  not  even  polished.  She  had  left  the  old  sombre 
hangings  on  the  walls,  had  kept  the  old-fashioned  country 
furniture,  burned  tallow  candles,  had  fallen  in  with  the  waya 
of  the  place  and  adopted  provincial  life  without  flinching 
before  its  cast-iron  narrowness,  its  most  disagreeable  hard- 
ships; but  knowing  that  her  guests  would  forgive  her  for  any 
prodigality  that  conduced  to  their  comfort,  she  left  nothing 
undone  where  their  personal  enjoyment  was  concerned;  her 
dinners,  for  in.stance,  were  excellent.  She  even  went  so  far 
as  to  affect  avarice  to  recommend  herself  to  these  sordid  na- 
tures; and  had  the  ingenuity  to  nuike  it  appear  that  certain 
concessions  to  luxury  had  been  made  at  the  instance  of  others, 
to  whom  she  had  graciously  yielded. 

Towards  seven  o'clock  that  evening,  therefore,  the  nearest 
apitroach  to  polite  society  that  Carentan  could  boast  was  as- 
sembled in  Mme.  de  Dey's  drawing-room,  in  a  wide  circle, 
about  the  fire.  The  old  merchant's  sympathetic  glances  sus- 
tained the  mistress  of  the  house  through  this  ordeal ;  with 
wonderful  strength  of  mind,  she  underwent  the  curious  scru- 
tiny of  her  guests,  and  bore  with  their  trivial  prosings.  Every 
time  there  was  a  knock  at  the  do<ir,  at  every  sound  of  foot- 
steps in  the  street,  she  hid  her  agitation  by  raising  questions 
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of  absorbing  interest  lo  tlu"  ooiintrvsido.  Sho  Ird  tlu'  con- 
versation on  to  the  biiriun<r  t(>i>ic  of  the  ijUiililv  of  various 
ciders,  and  was  so  well  secM)nded  l).v  iin-  frimd  who  -hared 
her  secret,  that  her  guests  almost  forgot  to  watch  her,  and 
her  face  wore  its  wonied  look;  her  self-possessi(jn  was  un- 
shaken. Tile  public  pro-;ecutor  and  one  of  tlie  judges  uf  the 
Revolutionary  Tribunal  kej.t  silence,  however;  noting  the 
slightest  change  that  lliekered  over  her  features,  listening 
through  tlie  noisy  talk  to  I'very  sound  in  tlie  house.  Several 
times  they  put  awkward  <iuestions,  which  the  Countess  an- 
swered whli  wonderful  presence  of  mind.  So  brave  is  a 
mother's  heart ! 

Mme.  dc  Dey  had  drawn  Ikt  visitors  into  little  groups, 
had  made  parties  of  whist,  boston,  or  reversis,  and  sat  talking 
with  some  of  the  young  jieople;  she  seemed  to  be  living  com- 
pletely in  the  present  moment,  and  played  her  part  like  a 
consummate  actress.  She  elicited  a  suggestion  of  loto,  and 
saying  that  no  one  else  knew  where  to  find  the  game,  she  left 
the  room. 

"My  good  Brigitto.  T  cannot  breathe  down  there!"  she 
cried,' brushing  away  the  tears  that  sprang  to  her  eyes  that 
glittered  with  fever,  sorrow,  and  impatience. — She  had  gone 
up  to  her  son's  room,  and  was  looking  round  it.  "He  does 
not  come,"  she  said.  "Here  I  can  breathe  and  live.  A  few 
minutes  more  and  he  will  be  here,  for  he  is  alive,  I  am  sure 
that  he  is  alive!  my  heart  tolls  me  so.  Do  you  liear  nothing. 
Brigitte?  Oh!  l" would  give  the  rest  of  my  life  to  know 
whether  he  is  still  in  prison  or  tramping  across  the  country. 
I  would  rather  not  think." 

Once  more  she  looked  to  see  that  everything  was  in  order. 
A  bright  fire  blazed  on  the  hearth,  the  shutters  were  carefully 
closed,  the  furniture  shone  with  cleanliness,  tlie  bed  had  been 
made  after  a  fashion  that  showed  that  Brigitte  and  the 
Countess  had  given  their  minds  to  every  trifling  detail.  It 
was  impossible  not  to  read  her  hopes  in  the  dainty  and 
thoughtful  preparations  about  the  room ;  love  and  a  mother's 
tenderest  caresses  seemed  to  pervade  the  air  in  the  scent  of 
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fluwcrs.  None  hut  a  inotlur  chiI.I  liavc  for.'sccn  the  require- 
ments of  a  suMkt  aii.l  airanj:c<l  so  coiiipk'tclv  for  their  sat- 
isfacticn.  A  daintv  iii.-al.  the  l"'st  of  win.',  clean  linen,  slip- 
p,.r.-no  iie,r>>arv,  no  coinfnrt.  was  laekinj,'  for  the  weary 
traveler,  and  all  tlie  deliirht^  of  lioni.'  heai)e<l  upon  him  should 
reveal  his  mother's  love. 

■'Oh.  Hri^'itte!  .  .  ."  cried  tlie  Conntes-^.  with  a  heart- 
rendini:  intleetion  in  her  voice.  Slie  drew  a  chair  to  the  table 
as  if  to  .-trenirthen  her  illusions  ami  realize  her  lonLMn<,'d. 

".\h.  ina.hMtie.  he  is  coining'.  He  is  not  far  otf.  .  .  • 
I  liaveii't  a  ■  iiht  tliat  he  is  living'  and  on  hi<  way."  Brijiitte 
answered.  -I  juit  a  k.'V  in  th.-  Hd.le  and  held  it  on  my 
finjrers  while  Cottin  read  the  (lospel  of  St.  John,  and  the  kej 
did  not  turn,  madanie." 

'•Is  that  a  certain  sisni?"  the  Countess  asked. 
"Why,  yes.   inadame!  everyl)o<ly   knows  that.      lie  is  stil! 
alive:  i  would  stake  my  salvati^m  on  it;  Cod  cannot  t)e  mis^ 

taken."  . 

"If  only  I  could  see  him  here  in  the  Ikuisc,  m  spite  of  th( 

danpT."  . 

"Poor  Monsieur  .\uLniste!"  cried  Bri^tto;  "I  expect  he  ii 

trampintr  along  tlie  lanes'." 

".\nd  that  is  eiglit  o'clock  striking  now!"  cried  the  Count 

ess  in  terror. 

She  was  afraid  that  slie  had  heen  too  long  in  the  room  wher 
she  felt  sure  that  her  son  wa^  alive;  all  those  preparation 
made  for  him  meant  that  he  was  alive.  She  went  down,  hu 
she  limrered  a  nnuuent  in  the  peristvle  for  any  sound  th;i 
nii.'ht  waken  the  .leejuniX  echoes  of  the  town.  She  smile 
at  BriiritteV  hust>and.  who  was  -standing  there  on  guard 
the  man'-  eve-  looke.l  -tupid  with  the  strain  of  listening  t 
the  faint  >onnd<  of  the  niirht.  She  stared  into  the  darknes 
«!eein>^  her  son  in  .'verv  shadow  (>vervwh(>re ;  hut  it  wa.s  onl 
for  .1"  !■  oment.  Then  she  went  hack  to  th(>  drawing-rooi 
with  an  assumption  of  hi-h  spirit-,  and  hegnn  to  play  at  lot 
with  the  little  girls.  But  from  time  to  time  she  complainr 
of  feelin-  unwell,  and  wont  to  sit  in  her  great  chair  by  tl 
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fireside.     So  thing's  went  in  Mm.'.  .Ic  Drv's  Ikmisc  and  in  tlu- 
mindt!  of  t!u);-<'  bcncalli  Iht  roof. 

M.'anwhilo.  on  the  road  from  Paris  to  Cherbourg,  a  youn- 
man,  dro>sod    in   the  inevitable  t)rown   mrmiKjnolr  of   tlm-c 
days,  was  plodding,'  his  way  towards  Carentan.    When  the  first 
levies  were  made,  there  was  little  or  no  diseipline  kept  up. 
The  exigencies  of  the  moment  scarcely  ailniitteil  of  soldiers 
being  e(iiiipped  at  once,  and  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to 
Bee   the   roads   thronged   with    conscrijits    in    their   ordinary 
clothes.     The  young  fellows  went  ahead  of  tiieir  company  to 
the  next  halting-place,  or  lagged  behind  it  ;  it  depended  upon 
their  fitness  to  bear  the  fatigues  of  a  1  )ng  march.     This  par- 
ticular wayfarer  was  some  considerable  way  ui  ailvance  of  a 
company  of  conscripts  on  the  way  to  Cherbourg,  whom  the 
mayor  was  expecting  to  arrive  every  hour,  for  it  was  his  duty 
to  distribute  their  billets.     The  young  man's  footsteps  were 
still  firm  as  he  trudged  along,  and  his  bearing  seemed  to  in- 
dicate that  he  was  no  stranger  to  the  rough  life  of  a  soldier. 
The  moon  shone  on  the  pasture-land  about  Carentan,  but  he 
had  noticed  great  masses  of  white  cloud  that  were  about  to 
scatter  showers  of  snow  over  the  country,  and  doubtless  the 
fear  of  being  overtaken  by  a  storm  had  tjuickened  his  pace 
in  spite  of  his  weariness. 

The  wallet  on  his  back  was  almost  empty,  and  he  carried  a 
stick  in  his  hand,  cut  from  one  of  the  high,  thick  box-hedges 
that  surround  most  of  the  farms  in  Lower  Xormandy.  As 
the  solitary  wayfarer  came  into  Carentan,  the  gleaming  moon- 
lit outlines  of  the  towers  stood  out  for  a  moment  with  ghostly 
effect  against  the  sky.  lie  met  no  one  in  the  silent  streets 
that  rang  with  the  echoes  of  bis  own  footsteps,  and  was 
obliged  to  ask  the  way  to  the  mayor's  house  of  a  weaver  who 
was  working  late.  The  magistrate  was  not  far  to  seek,  and  in 
a  few  miniitcs  the  conscript  was  sitting  on  a  .stone  bench  in 
the  mayor's  porch  waiting  for  his  billet.  Tie  wa.s  sent  for, 
however,  and  confronted  with  that  functionary,  who  scni- 
tinized  him  closely.  The  foot-soldier  was  a  good-looking 
young  man,  who  appeared  to  be  of  gentle  birth.    There  was 
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sonu'tliinp  aristocratif  in  Ins  liciiriiijr.  .nnl  i»jijn>  in  his  faw 
of  iiitfl licence  (Jcvflopcd  In   a  ^'nod  cdiK  atinu. 

"Wliat  is  your  nanier"  asked  tlic  runvdr,  oyt'ing  him 
shrewdly. 

".Jnlicn  .Tu?si(Mi,"  answered  the  eonseript. 

'•From? "'  queried  tlio  ollicial,  and  an  incredulous  smile 

stole  over  his  features. 

"From  I'aris." 

"Your  comrades  must  be  a  f,'ood  wax  hcliindr-'"  remarked 
the  Norman  in  sarcastic  tones. 

"1  am  three  lea^njes  ah.'ad  of  the  battalion." 

"Some  sentiment  attracts  you  to  Carentan,  of  course, 
citizen-conseripi,  said  the  mavor  astutely.  -Ml  ri;:lit.  all 
right!"  he  added,  with  a  wave  of  ilic  hand.  striiiLr  that  the 
young  man  was  altoiit  to  speak.  "We  know  when'  to  send 
you.  There,  olF  with  you,  Citizen  Jiu^siru."  and  Iw  handed 
over  the  billet. 

There  wa.s  a  tinge  of  irony  in  the  stress  the  magistrate  laid 
on  the  last  two  words  while  he  held  out  a  billet  on  Mine,  de 
Dey.    The  conscript  read  the  direction  curiously. 

"He  knows  quite  well  that  he  has  not  far  to  go,  and  when 
he  gets  outside  he  will  very  soon  cross  the  market-place," 
said  the  mayor  to  him-elf,  as  tiie  <ither  went  out.  "He  is 
uncommonly  bold!  (iod  guide  him!  ...  He  has  an 
answer  ready  for  evervthiiig.  Ye>.  iiut  if  'somebody  else  had 
asked  to  see  his  papers  it  would  have  been  all  up  with  him!" 

The  clocks  in  Carentan  struck  lialf-past  nine  as  he  spoke. 
Lanterns  were  being  lit  in  Mme.  i|o  i)ev"s  ante-chamber,  ser- 
vants were  helping  their  ma.-ter-  and  mistresses  into  sabots, 
greatcoats,  and  calaslies.  The  canl-players  settled  their  ac- 
counts, and  everybody  wimt  out  together,  after  the  fashion 
of  all  little  country  towns. 

"Jt  looks  as  if  the  prosecutor  meant  to  stop."  said  a  lady, 
■:ho  noticed  that  that  ini|)ortant  jiersonage  wa.s  not  in  the 
group  in  the  market-placi'.  where  they  all  took  leave  of  one 
another  before  going  their  separate  ways  home.     And,  as  a 
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inatttT  nf  f  \ct.  fluu  rnluniiialjlf  lurictMiiary  Wiis  aintio  with 
llif  Courilt'S,  will)  Wiiilrd  ininliliiiu'  till  iir  -lioiilil  ),'<).  'I'Iutj* 
was  Mmictliiiijx  ,-i|i)i,iI!iiil:  im  iIhii'  l"n;r  >ili'iicc. 

'■(Jito>t'iiii»',"  -aid  lie  at  la-l,  ""I  aiii  lure  Id  St*'  tliat  the  laws 
of  till'  licjuililic  air  (airiid  •■ut " 

Mine,  ill'  l(c\   ,-luiiltl' ri'il. 

"Have  vmi  nnthtnt.'  t"  t<ll  mr?"' 

"Ndtliiiij.' I"  >lii'  all^Ul  rill.  111  aniaxoMicnt. 

*'Ah  I  iiiailaiiH'."'  critil  lin'  |irii-crutoi'.  sittin<.'  down  b«'side 
hiT  and  cliaiij.'iii^'  in.-  I'iih  .  '"Al  tiiis  inoiiiiiit.  t'i)r  lack  of  a 
wiird,  line  n{  us — you  or  I  —  may  ci'rry  our  licads  to  iho 
scairolil.  I  Iiavc  watrlud  your  ciiaractcr.  your  soul,  vour  iiian- 
niT,  too  closely  to  share  the  error  into  which  you  have  inan- 
apd  to  lead  your  vi-iiors  to-iii^'hl.  Vou  are  expecting  your 
fcon.  I  could  not  donht  it." 

'i'he  Countess  made  an  involuntary  sJL'n  of  denial,  but  her 
face  had  grown  white  and  drawn  with  the  strupgle  to  main- 
tain the  composure  that  she  did  not  feel,  and  no  tremor  was 
lost  on  the  mercile-^s  prosecutor. 

"Very  well,"  the  Revolutionary  otVicial  went  on.  "receive 
him;  but  do  not  let  him  stay  under  your  rrx^f  after  seven 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning';  for  to-morrow,  as  soon  as  it  is 
light,  1  shall  come  with  a  deniau  iation  that  I  will  have  made 
out,  and " 

She  looked  at  him,  and  the  dull  nuM-ry  in  her  eyes  would 
have  softened  a  tiger. 

"I  will  make  it  clear  that  the  denunciation  was  false  by 
making  a  thorough  search."  he  went  on  in  a  gentle  voice; 
"my  report  shall  he  such  that  you  will  lie  safe  from  any  sub.se- 
([Uent  suspicion.  1  shall  make  mention  of  your  patriotic 
gifts,  your  civism.  and  all  of  us  will  l)e  safe.'' 

Mine,  lie  Dey,  fearful  of  a  trap,  sat  motionless,  her  fare 
afire,  her  tongue  frozen.  A  knock  at  the  <loor  rang  throUf.h 
the  house. 

"Oh!  .  .  ."  cried  the  terrified  mother,  falling  upon  her 
knees;  "save  him!  save  him!"' 
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"Yes,  let  us  save  him  I"'  rcturni'd  the  public  prosecutor,  and 
his  ovfs  •,'re\v  bri^'ht  as  lie  looked  at  her,  "if  it  costs  u^  our 
lives!" 

'•Lost!"  she  wail.'d.     The  prosecutor  raised  her  politely. 

"Madame/'  said  he  with  a  Hourish  of  eloquence,  "to  your 
own  free  will  alone  would  I  owe— — " 

"Madame,  he  is "  cried  Bri-ritte,  thinking?  that  her  mis- 
tress was  alone.  At  the  sij^ht  of  the  public  prosecutor,  the 
old  servant's  joy  flushed  countenance  became  ha^rgard  and 
impassive. 

"Who  is  it,  Rri^'itte?"  the  prosecutor  asked  kindiv,  as  if  he 
too  were  in  the  .<ecret  of  the  household. 

"A  conscripi  that  the  mayor  has  sent  here  for  a  nighfs 
lodging,"  the  woman  replied,  holding  out  the  billet. 

"So  it  is,"  said  the  prosecutor,  when  he  had  read  the  slip 
of  paper.     "A  battalion  is  coming  here  to-night." 

And  he  went. 

The  Countess"  need  to  believe  in  the  faith  of  her  sometime 
attorney  was  so  great,  that  she  dared  not  entertain  any  sus- 
picion of  him.  She  fled  upstairs:  she  felt  scarcely  strength 
enough  to  stand :  she  opened  the  door,  and  sprang"  half-dead 
with  fear,  into  her  s(m"s  arms. 

"Oh!  my  child  !  my  child!"  she  sobbed,  covering  him  with 
almost  frenzied  kisses. 

"Madame!     .     .     ."  said  a  stranger's  voice. 

"Oh !  it  is  not  he !"  she  cried,  shrinking  awav  in  terror 
and  she  stood  face  to  face  with  the  conscript,  gazing  at  him 
with  haggard  eyes. 

"0  saint  ton  Dieu!  how  like  he  is !"  cried  Brigitte. 

There  was  silence  for  a  moment :  even  the  stran<rer  trem- 
bled at  the  sight  of  Mme.  de  Dey's  face. 

"Ah!  monsieur,"  she  said,  leaning  on  the  arm  of  Brio-itte's 
husKind,  feeling  for  the  first  time  the  full  extent  of  a  sorrow 
that  had  all  but  killed  her  at  its  first  threatening;  "ah!  mon- 
sieur, I  cannot  stay  to  see  you  any  longer  .  ^^  .  permit 
niy  servant:,  to  supply  my  place,  and  to  see  that  you  have  all 
that  you  want." 
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She  went  down  to  her  own  room.  Rrifjittc  and  the  old 
scrvinii-niiin  liulf  (■iirrvinLr  Ikt  bctwicn  thorn.  The  house- 
keeper set  her  iiiistress  in  a  chiiir.  and  lirokc  out : 

"\Vl>at,  niadaincl  is  tiiat  man  to  sleep  in  Monsieur  Au- 
guste's  bed,  and  wear  Monsieur  Aui,niste"s  slip])ers,  and  eat 
the  pasty  that  1  nuide  for  Monsieur  Auguste?  Why,  if 
they  were  to  guillotine  nie  for  it,  I " 

"Brigittel"  eried  iline.  de  l)ev. 

Brigitte  said  no  more. 

"Hold  your  tongue,  ehattorhox."'  said  her  husband,  in  a 
low  voice;  '"do  you  want  to  kill  niadaine?"' 

A  sound  caiue  from  the  conscript's  room  as  he  drew  his 
chair  to  the  table. 

"I  shall  not.  stay  here."  eried  Mme.  de  Dey :  "I  shall  go 
into  the  eonservat<iry ;  I  shall  hear  better  there  if  any  one 
passes  in  the  night." 

She  still  wavered  between  the  fear  that  she  had  lost  her  son 
and  the  pe  of  seeing  him  once  more.  That  night  was 
hideously  sil"nt.  Once,  for  the  (""ountess.  there  was  an  awful 
interval,  when  the  b;i  'alion  of  conscripts  entered  the  town, 
and  the  men  went  l;y.  one  by  one.  to  their  lodgings.  Every 
footfall,  everv  sound  in  the  street,  raised  hopes  to  be  disap- 
pointed; but  it  was  not  for  long,  the  dreadful  (juiet  succeeded 
again.  Towards  moniing  the  Countess  was  forced  to  return 
to  her  room.  Brigitte,  ever  keeping  watch  over  her  mis- 
tress' movements,  did  not  see  her  coiiie  out  again;  and  when 
she  went,  she  found  the  Countess  lying  there  dead. 

"I  expect  she  heard  that  conscript."  cried  Brigitte.  "walk- 
ing about  Monsieur  Augnste's  room,  whistling  that  accursed 
Marspillaisr  of  theiis  while  he  dressed,  as  if  he  had  been  in 
a  stable!     That  must  have  killed  her." 

But  it  was  a  deeper  and  a  more  solemn  emotion,  and  doubt- 
less some  dreadful  vision,  that  had  caused  Mme.  de  Dev's 
death;  for  at  the  vci  hour  when  she  died  at  Carentan,  her 
son  was  shot  in  le  Morbihan. 
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This  tragical  story  may  k-  added  to  all  the  instances  on 
record  0  ti.e  workings  of  syu,,ath,cs  .nuontrollcd  bv  the 
law.  of  time  and  space.  These  observations,  collected'  with 
scientific  cunos.ty  by  a  f..-  isolated  individuals,  will  one"  ay 
^erve  as  docurnonts  on  which  to  base  the  foundations  of  a  new 
science  which  hitherto  has  lacked  its  man  of  genius. 

Pasis,  February  1831. 
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